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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  present  amusing  aeriea  of  Tales,  writteo  by  the  lively 
and  ingenious  author  of  the  Memoirs  of  Count  Grammotit,  are 
so  liighly  esteemed  on  the  Continent,  and  hare  been  so  fre- 
quently recommended  to  the  attention  of  the  publisher,  that 
he  has  been  iudnced  to  present  them  to  hie  subscribers  in  an 
^English  dress. 

The  first  tale  in  the  yolume  has  already  acquired  some  popu- 
larity in  this  country  by  the  spirited  version  of  the  celebrated 
Monk  Lewis,  but  the  others  have  never  before  been  tranfilatod. 

The  design  of  these  Tales  is  intimated  in  the  biographical 
eketch  of  Count  Hamilton,  profiled  to  the  Standard  Library 
edition  of  his  Grammont.  They  appear  to  have  been  called 
forth  by  the  eitravagant,  and,  as  the  author  thought,  unde- 
served praise  which  was  showered  upon  Galland's  then  recent 
version  of  the  Arabian  Nights,  as  well  in  the  gay  as  in  the  lite- 
rary circles  of  the  Court  of  Louis  Quatorze.  His  wit  and 
raillery  were  levelled  unsparingly  at  the  coteries  of  Versailles 
and  St.  Germain,  for  their  enthusiastic  admiration  of  such 
impossible  aud  ridiculous  adventures.  His  gibes  were  met  on 
the  part  of  Galland's  admirers  by  a  challenge  to  namilton  to 
do  as  well,  which  he  accepted,  and  at  intervals  produced  the 
tales  before  us.      Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  Arabian 
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Nights,  or  any  other  of  the  eztrayagant  fictions  of  the  East,  or 
have  read  the  Fairy  Tales  of  the  Countess  D'Anois,  or  have 
any  notion  of  the  ponderous  and  ahsurd  Classical  Romances  of 
Madame  Scuderi  and  her  school,  will  he  hest  ahle  to  appre- 
ciate the  sprightly  hanter  and  facetious  sarcasm  of  the  elegant 
and  accomplished  author. 

It  has  heen  deemed  advisable  to  place  this  volume  in  the 
detached  series  of  the  Standard  Library,  as,  however  graceful 
and  witty  may  be  the  vmtings  of  Count  Hamilton,  they  are 
all,  more  especially  these  tales,  strongly  spiced  with  the  leaven 
of  the  age. 

H.  G.  B. 
August y  1849. 
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COUNT   HAMILTON'S   TALES. 


THE  FOUR  PACARDINS. 

PAET  I. 

— **  Oil !  wonderful,  wonderful,  and  ag&in  most  wonderful  wonderful,  and 
^et  again  wonderful,  and  after  that  out  of  all  whooping/* — As  you  likk  it. 

At  the  court  of  Schahriar,  (that  monarch,  whose  method  of 
preserring  his  honour  hy  cutting  his  wife's  head  off,  has  ren- 
dered him  so  justly  celehrated  throughout  the  world,)  was 
educated  the  heir  of  the  small  principality  of  Trebizonde.     At 
^n  early  age  he  departed  in  search  of  adyentures ;  and  haying 
consumed  two  years  in  this  pursuit,  he  unexpectedly  returned 
to  the  capital  of  India.     Hearing  of  his  arriyal,  the  sultan  was 
desirous  to  know  the  history  of  his  trayels.     In  consequence^ 
one  eyening  the  prince  was  ordered  to  attend  the  monarchy 
whom  he  found  already  in  his  bed-chamber ;  the  fair  and  wise 
Scherazade  reposed  by  his  side,  and  her  sister  Dinarzade  occu* 
pied  as  usual  a  snug  little  camp-bed  in  the  comer.    This  latter 
was  not  the  person  least  anxious  to  hear  the  prince's  history  ; 
Bhe  had  perceiyed,  that  he  was  young  and  handsome,  and  had 
eyen  been  kind  enough  to  let  him  know,  that  she  thought  him 
so.     To  her  great  surprise  he  had  taken  no  notice  of  her  hints, 
and,  anxious  to  know  the  reason  of  his  backwardness,  she 
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2  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

waited  for  his  narratiye  with  impatience.    At  the  sultan's 
request  he  began  it  in  the  following  words  : — 


HISTORY  OF  THE  PRINCE   OP  TREBIZONDE. 

It  is  not  to  the  ears  of  your  most  august  and  sublime  majesty, 
that  fictitious  tales  should  be  related.  For  my  own  part,  valu- 
ing myself  upon  the  most  scrupulous  yeracity,  I  shall  follow 
your  beautiful  sultana's  example,  and  inform  you  of  adventures 
no  less  true,  jthan  they  would  appear  &buloas  from  any  other 
lips  than  mine. 

I  shall  only  mention  my  birth  so  far  as  relates  to  my  mother's 
strange  superstition,  that  the  happiness  or  misfortunes  of  my 
life  would  depend  upon  my  name.     Accordingly,  not  finding 
one  to  her  taste  among  those  adopted  by  my  ancestors,  tHie  was 
on  the  point  of  consulting  the  oracle  of  Bactria,  when  her 
favourite  parrot,  for  whom  she  had  a  great  regard,  took  it  into 
his  head  to  repeat  '*Facardin,"  several  times.      This  was 
enough  to  fix  her  irresolution,  and  she  determined  to  honoop 
me  with  this  illustrious  appellation.     I  proceed  to  that  period 
bf  my  life,  which  is  remarkable  for  the  adve&tures  about  t» 
have  the  happiness  of  being  related  to  your  majesty. 
'    I  quitted  your  court  some  days  before  the  revoltttioQ,  whi^ 
took  place  on  account  of  your  first  Suhana.     When  the  newm 
reached  me,  I  had  still  two  days*  journey  to  perform,  before  1 
could  reach  my  own  dominions ;  and  I  most  take  the  liberty  to 
toy,  that  I  then  disapproved  your  leaving  court  no  less,  than  1 
have  disapproved  your  eonduct  since  your  return.      In  my 
opinion  you  had  better  not  have  married  again  at  all,  than  have 
secured  your  wife's  fidelity  by  .not  giving  her  time  to  be  in»- 
faithful ;  that  is  to  say,  by  beheading  her  on  the  morning  after* 
her  nuptials. 
~  I  stayed  at  TreHzonde  no  longer  than  was  necessary  to 


tMmia  mj  y^sids  wiillin  the  limits  of.  iheir  obedieneo ;  for 
ibey  irere  oa  the  poisi  of  rebelling  agimt  your  edic4|  by  wU«b 
it  was  Quj^aedy  tbit  ^  othei;  eoveroig^  would  jr«gai*te  their 
G^uet.  I  MBmred  mj  8ul3Jeot««  that  I  had  not  the  leeat  design 
to  introduce  the  fashion  «t  Trebixonde.  Then  hAving  pur^ 
abased  the.  list  of  tounMuo^ents  for  the  present  yeaj»  as  also  a 
description  of  the  most  dangerous  adrentttxes  to  be  met  with 
tibroiighout  the  universe^  I  aet  out  with  the  design  of  rendering 
my  singular  name  as  eelebvated  aa  it  aj^eara  uneommon, 
Without  yanity  I  may  yenture  to  si^«  that  I  haye  not  quite 
fiiiled  in  the  attempt. 

Hy  preparations  were  quite  different  from  those  made  by 
adyenturers  in  general :  instead  of  a  squire  to  carry  my  armour 
and  relate  my  exploits^  I  took  with  me  a  secretary  to  write 
them  down ;  and  neyer  had  poor  secretai^  so  much  to  do ! 

Fortune  favoured  me,  whereyer  I  went.  No  .beauty  could 
resist  the  graces  of  my  person^  and  n&  hero  the  yabur  of  my 
arm.  Howeyer,  I  soon  gfew  tired  of  being  always  beloved 
without  ever  loying ;  and  if  luckily  I  had  not  found  every  day 
siffiie  monster  to  kill  or  enchantment  to  destroy,  I  know  not 
what  I  must  have  done  6m  amusement*  My  secretary^  who 
was  naturally  a  man  of  sense,  and  who  was  much  improved  by 
liyiDg  in  my  society^  endeatoured  to  comfort  me  by  demon- 
strating, that  there  were  nusfertunes  in  £fe^  even  greater  than 
A^ise  of  If  hich  I  complained. 

"  Heaven  grant,"  said  he,  ''  that  the  happy  Facardin  never 
nu^  knew  them»  and  that  fortune  mky  guide  his  st^s,  far 
from  the  fertile  plains  and  dangerotus  climates  of  Astcacan  S  '* 
It  wae  mid^day,  aadr  we  found  ourselves  m  the  midst  of  a 
thick  and  pleasant  forest.  I  was  on  the  point  of  selecting  some 
shady  tree»  beneath  whose  bot^hs  I  could  seat  myself  to  hear 
at.  joj  eas0  my  seeietary's  account  o£  this  a%me  Astracan, 
when  we  perceived  two  strangers  advancing  towards  us,  mounted 
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on  camels.  The  first  attracted  my  attention,  as  well  by  his 
appearance  as  by  the  action  which  he  performed,  as  soon  as  he 
came  near  us*  His  figure  was  the  most  noble  and  elegant  that 
I  ever  had  beheld ;  and  his  features  were  so  beautiful,  that 
although  accustomed  to  see  me  every  day,  my  secretary  could 
not  forbear  expressing  his  surprise  and  admiration.  We  had 
full  time  to  examine  him  ;  for,  stopping  his  camel  opposite  to 
us  whom  he  did  not  obsenre,  he  took  his  helmet  from  the  hands 
of  his  attendant ;  but  instead  of  putting  it  on,  as  I  expected, 
he  sighed  several  times,  and  fixed  his  eyes  tenderly  upon  a  bird 
sparkling  with  gold  and  diamonds,  which  I  took  for  an  eagle, 
and  whose  extended  wings  overshadowed  the  helmet.  After 
contemplating  this  image  some  time,  he  kbsed  it  respectfully  ; 
then  returning  the  casque  to  his  squire,  he  passed  on,  still 
plunged  in  the  same  profound  revery,  which  had  prevented  his 
observing  us* 

It  was  then  that  I  reflected  upon  the  words  of  my  secretary: 
I  could  not  but  own,  that  a  man  really  in  love  must  be  extremely 
discomposed  at  finding  in  his  way  such  a  rival  as  this  stranger. 
I  could  not  resist  my  curiosity  to  know  his  name;  and  my  secre- 
tary having  stopped  the  squire  to  ask  the  question,  returned  in 
dismay  to  inform  me  that  he  was  called  Facardin. 

"  Just  heavens! "  cried  I,  in  astonishment — "  Facardin? ** 

At  this  exclamation,  the  handsome  knight  thinking  ^hat  I 
had  called  him,  turned  his  camel's  head,  and  inquired  my 
business* 

<<  I  would  only  ask,"  said  I,  **  whether  is  it  possible  that 
your  name  should  be  Facardin?" 

''  It  is  but  too  true,"  he  replied.  *'  Would  to  heaven  that  it 
were  not,  since  I  attribute  to  a  secret  fatality  attached  to  this 
villainous  name  the  greatest  part  of  my  misfortunes.*' 

"  May  I  inquire,"  demanded  I»  «  what  those  misfortunes 
aw?" 
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<*  You  shall  know/*  answered  he,  rery  politely.  '*  I  should 
be  the  most  constant  man  upon  earth,  if  I  were  not  as  unfor- 
tunate in  loye,  as  for  some  time  past  mj  heart  has  been  sus- 
ceptible. Still  I  cannot  complain  that  my  mistresses  have 
deceiTed  me,  for  none  has  ever  pretended  to  lore  me.  It  is 
true  the  most  adorable  of  mortals — the  only  woman  who  erer 
beheld  me  without  avernon — seemed  for  a  moment  to  return 
my  passion;  but,  alas  I  she  only  proved  her  regard  by  putting 
me  to  a  trial,  the  remembrance  of  which  makes  my  blood  run 
cold.  But  to  return  to  what  I  was  saying,  it  is  impossible  that, 
although  I  want  all  other  recommendations,  my  assiduity, 
attention,  and  complaisance  should  be  unsuccessful  every where» 
if  this  ridiculous  name  did  not  bring  me  bad  luck." 

'<  How,"  said  I,  **  can  a  man  like  you  have  offered  his  heart 
in  vain ;  and  can  a  person  of  so  much  sense  as  you  seeiji  to 
possess,  imagine  that  your  name  is  the  cause  of  your  rejec- 
tion?" 

"  It  is  the  plain  truth,"  continued  he ;  "to  convince  you  of 
it  I  need  only  relate  my  adventures ;  but,  doubtless,  you  must 
have  more  weighty  employment  than  listening  to  the  history  of 
my  disappointments." 

I  assured  him  that  just  then  I  had  nothing  better  to  do ;  and 
to  give  him  some  little  hope  that  his  fortune  would  change,  I 
addressed  him  as  follows : — 

*'  Be  assured,**  said  I,  <'  noble  stranger,  that  a  name  is  only 
lucky  or  unlucky,  according  to  the  fortunes  of  the  person  who 
bears  it.  I  know  not  from  what  country  you  come ;  but  to 
judge  by  the  wonders  which  you  relate  of  their  rigour  and 
cruelty,  the  fair  ones  who  inhabit  it  can  be  no  other  than  wild 
cats.  I  am  called  Facardin  as  well  as  yourself;  but  to  show 
you  how  little  the  name  signifies,  know,  though  I  have  met 
with  a  hundred  beauties  in  my  travels,  some  of  whom  were  of 
fhe  first  distinction,  none  of  them  ever  cost  me  more  than  a 
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•iligl*  sigli*  My  secretary  ahaH  give  jou  the  Est  of  them,  with 
their  addreaa.  Pay  them  a  Tisit,  andiriwa  we  meet  again  yoa 
iriitt  teU  a  very  different  story." 

^'AlaaP  replied  the  unknown*  '^though  yon  found  them 
Urnbs,  to  me  they  wiU  prore  tigresaea.  In  every  woman  whom 
I  address,  nerer  have  I  failed  to  excite  disgust,  the  matron  of 
Uount  Atlas  exeepted^  who  must  h«re  excited  disgust  h«aelf 
in  hearts  the  least  dainty  and  most  susceptible*  Listen  to  me 
for  a  lew  minutes^  and  yon  will  he  conyineed  of  the  truth  of 
this  assertion." 

We  now  quitted  our  eameb,  and  while  our  attendants 
gathered  dates  and  pomegranates  far  our  re&eshment,  we 
chose  in  the  thiekest  part  of  the  forest  a  ocmvenient  place  to 
repose«    The  stranger  then  addrassed  me  as  follows  :-— 
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I  hayo  Yowed  neir er  to  diseerer  myself,  so  long  as  my  heart 
shall  remaiii  thus  ridiouloiisly  suseeptiUe  of  finrt  impressionst 
and  my  person  thus  imiyersally  scorned  even  hy  those  yeij 
damsetB  who  to  all  odiers  are  resy  far  from  being  crueL  Tou 
must  excuaa^  thereiere»  the  oottoeahnent  of  my  birth ;  neither 
will  I  mention  the  kingdom,  which  I  quitted  with  the  desigit  of 
signalisiny  myscif  by  some  remarkable  aetion.  Suffice  it-  to 
say,  that  my  first  object  was  probably  the  same,  which  has 
brought  yows^  and  so  manj  other  adyentorers  into  the  AM 
*^I  mean^  the  oonquesi  of  Mouss^Hna  the  Seiious,  heiress  of 
Astraean.  But  althought  as  jou  already  must  know  either  by 
experience  or  by  report,  i^e  is  the  most  perfect  of  mortals,  I 
imdertook  this  adventure,  less  fipom  curiosity  to  behold,  or  wish 
to  possess  her,  than  from  ambition  to  p^erm  a  task  se  difi- 
^ult-— I  may  my,  ind0ed,  so  impossible.   .  Glory  was  then  my 
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ftbMtoe  ittdiffirmce. 

As  jet  I  have  met  with  no  more  than  two  adYdatures  whkb 
€att  merit  jour  attoifcioB.  The  fint  h^»pened  in  the  lale  of 
Lwai,  and  gate  nee  to  the  leeond,  whieh  jtook  place  upon 
Mount  Atlaa.     The  eiromnstaiieea  were  as  foUowa ; 

At  two  days'  journey  from  that  famooa  mo«ntain»  en  whoae 
nmHnit,  if  poete  ieH  ihrn  truth,  heaven  and  the  lodiao  ieoline« 
avast  forest  extends  itself  to  the  totj  brink  of  the  sea.     This 
Inrest  is  filled  with  animals  of  erery  kind,  those  of  prey  alone 
exoepted ;  and  we  met  them  in  soeh  multitudes,  that  it  was 
fteqnently  hy  no  means  easy  to  force  a  passage  through  them. 
Ths  inhahitants  of  a  small  town,  which  is  situated  on  its  eon- 
fines,  afterwards  informed  us  that  all  the  lions  of  the  surround- 
isg  deserts  used  fbrmeriy  to  quit  them  for  the  sake  of  hunting 
in  this  forest,  and  that  havmg  eat  up  ihe  slags,  goats,  and 
bares,  they  proeeeded  to  eat  up  the  men,  women,  and  children. 
In  this  distress  the  peo]^  had  recourse  to  the  enchanter  Cara- 
ttxmssal,  who  resides  <m  the  mountain's  summit,  hy  whose 
tpfSk  the  whole  lion  nation  was  banished  to  a  small  island* 
which  I  easily  saw  from  ihat  part  of  the  shore  where  the  sea 
iMAhed  the  foot  of  Mount  Atlas.     Unluckily,  in  consequence  of 
this  emigration,  the  stags  and  hares  had  multij^ed  so  prodi- 
giously, that  the  distress  was  nearly  as  great  as  during  the 
veign  of  the  Kens,  ^e  enormooa  h«^,  whidi  I  had  observed  in 
ttj  way  through  the  forest,  iqpreading  their  ravages  to  all  quar- 
ters, and  devouring  the  irhole  produce  <rf  the  country.     To 
nmedy  this  eonqslaint,  a  hunting  match  was  made  every  year 
ittte  the  neigbbonriBg  isle,  net  with  the  intention  of  disturbing 
or  hurting  the  fioni!^  hut  of  taking  a  dqien,  and  turning  thdn 
biNie  in  the  forest.     I  was  also  informed  that  this  Knntuig 
ttat^  waa  to  take  phee  in  two  days,  and  that»  if  I  ehose»  I 
liight  be  presei^  at  it. 
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By  any  other  than  a  knight-errant  a  lion  hunt  might  not 
have  been  thought  a  party  of  pleaBure,  but  I  accepted  the  offer 
with  great  joy. 

The  rendezvous  of  the  hunters  was  on  the  shore  opposite  to 
the  Isle  of  Lions.  The  isle  seemed  to  be  tolerably  extensive, 
of  a  wild  aspect,  and  much  wooded.  The  preparations  for  this 
chace  surprised  me  not  a  little.  I  expected  to  find  plenty  of 
huntsmen,  armed  with  darts,  arrows,  and  clubs,  besides  dog& 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes.  Instead  of  this,  I  only  saw  twenty  men^ 
accompanied  by  the  same  number  of  girls,  young,  and  by  no 
means  ugly.  Each  girl  held  a  cock  upon  her  wrist,  and  tho 
boats  in  which  we  embarked  were  well  supplied  with  strong 
nets.  As  we  approached  the  isle  we  could  hear  roaring  and 
howls  so  loud  and  terrible,  that  my  squire,  though  naturally 
brave  enough,  was  evidently  by  no  means  at  his  ease ;  yet  not 
one  of  our  nymphs  was  in  the  least  disconcerted. 

The  shore  was  soon  entirely  covered  by  troops  of  these  polite 
lions,  who  waited  impatiently  to  receive  us.  I  did  not  see  the 
possibility  of  disembarking,  in  front  of  an  enemy  so  tremendous : 
but  three  of  our  vessels  touching  the  shore  before  the  rest,  three 
Btags  were  instantly  turned  out,  whom  the  lions  pursuing,  the 
entrance  of  the  isle  was  left  clear  for  us.  As  soon  as  we 
landed,  we  advanced  into  the  depth  of  the  forest ;  and  here, 
while  the  men  spread  their  nets,  the  women  covered  the  cocka 
with  small  hoods,  similar  to  those  which  are  put  on  falcons. 
Scarcely  were  the  nets  ^spread,  wheathe  lions  returned  to  us  at 
full  speed  :  there  were  ^about  two  dozen  of  them,  and  all,  as 
far  as  I  could  judge,  were  lions  with  good  stomachs.  But  as 
we  only  wanted  three  or  four  at  a  time,  one  of  the  girls 
imhooded  her  cock,  and  pulled  him  twice  or  thrice  by  the  tail. 
The  spot,  in  which  we  stood,  was  so  dark,  that  the  bird; 
imagined  that  day  was  breaking,  and  began  to  crow  with  all  his 
might.     The  lions  at  this  were  so  terrified,  that  they  fled  from 
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ns  with  all  expedition,  one  excepted,  who  fell  into  our  toils*  He 
was  immediately  embarked  with  one  of  the  huntsmen,  and  the 
girl  whose  cock  had  just  crowed.  Though  the  lion  was  suffi* 
dentlj  entangled  in  the  net  to  prevent  his  doing  any  harm,  it 
was  thought  right  to  put  a  kid  into  the  same  boat,  to  prevent 
his  thinking  the  voyage  tedious. 

This  mode  of  hunting,  which  appeared  to  me  not  more  novel 
ihan  entertaining,  lasted,  till  every  sportsman  had  embarked 
with  his  lion,  his  lady,  and  her  bird.  I  insisted  upon  being  the 
last,  the  person  who  brought  up  the  rear  running  the  greatest 
risk  ;  and  I  sent  off  my  squire  in  the  last  boat  which  left  the 
island,  the  one,  which  had  brought  me,  remaining  for  my  own  use. 

Being  a  stranger,  the  girl  of  the  best  courage,  and  the  cock 
with  the  shrillest  voice,  were  assigned  to  me  for  fear  of  acci- 
dents. The  damsel  began  to  instruct  me  respecting  the  best 
means  of  retreating ;  but  enraged  to  see  the  cocks  carry  off 
all  the  honour  of  the  expedition,  I  begged  her  to  keep  hers 
silent,  till  I  had  measured  my  strength  against  one  of  the  lions, 
observing,  that  in  case  several  attacked  me  at  once,  she  would 
always  have  time  enough  to  come  to  my  assistance,  and  inter- 
rapt  a  combat  so  unequal.  I  saw  by  her  looks  that  she  did 
not  above  half  like  the  proposal ;  but  at  the  moment  that  she 
prepared  to  reply,  the  lions  returned  to  the  attack. 

Drawing  my  sword,  I  advanced  to  meet  them  :  at  their  head 
was  the  most  formidable  monster  that  I  ever  beheld  ;  his  mane 
bristled,  and  his  eyes  glared  with  rage.  By  accident,  too,  this 
Hon  was  deaf  as  any  post ;  which  I  soon  discovered,  for  my 
companion,  (terrified  at  his  enormous  s.  ze,)  made  her  cock  crow 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and  its  cry  was  so  horribly  discordant 
and  so  shrill,  that  it  went  through  and  through  my  head  com-* 
pletely.  All  the  lions,  except  that  which  I  have  just  mentioned^ 
Were  immediately  seized  with  a  sudden  panic,  and  tumbled  over 
each  other  in  their  hurry  to  escape. 
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'  The  gtri  and  the  eock  squalled  and  croved  till  thej  were 
hoirse,  and  the  noise  whieb  thej  made  was  even  more  dis* 
agreeable,  than  the  company. of  the  lioib  Without  Tanity  the 
begiimiBg  of  our  eDgagCBMnt  well  deserred  the  obseiratioa  of 
more  calm  and  iUustrions  Bpeotaiors*  I  soon  drew  blood  from 
my  antagonist  in  several  places  s  but  in  retvvn  he  gave  me  a 
Sksratch,  which  beginning  aitiie  r^j^ht  ear  deseended  like  a  scarf, 
to  the  extremity  of  my  left  heoL .  I  had  but  little  skill,  neither- 
indeed  had  my  adversary ;  hot  then  he  was  fomished  with  a 
tail,  which  annoyed  me  even  more  than  his  claws*  Aa  it  grew 
late,  I  took  my  sword  in  both  hands,  mflaning  to  end  the  con- 
test at  onee,  before  the  mght  arrived :  the  lion,  who»  according 
to  all  appearance,  had  the  very  same  intention,  rose  immediately 
upon  his  hind  l^s,  at  the  same  time  ope^g  for  my  accommo- 
dation a  mouth  so  enormous  as  to  exceed  all  measure,  all  rule, 
all  probability !  In  her  tenor  at  this  Uf^i,  the  ^1  let  the  cock 
slip  from  her  hand  ;  the  lion  left  me  to  run  after  the  cock,  and^ 
I  left  the  girl  to  run  after  the  lion.  I  soon  overtook  him^  but 
not  time  enough  to  save  the  unfortunate  cock,  whom  he  had 
already  seized,  and  whom  he  swallowed  before  my  eyes,  as  you 
would  do  a  8«gar*|)Jumk 

This  affiront  added  fresh  fuel  to  my  wrath*  So  much  was  I 
transported  with  rage,  that  without  observing,  the  attitude  into 
which  the  lion  had  put  himself,  I  struck  off  his  right  paw,  with 
which  he  endeavoured  to  make  me  understand  that  he  waa 
willing  to  capitulate.  The  ground  waa  deluged  by  the  blood«i 
which  gushed  from  tiie  vnound.  I  still  k^  i^on  my  guard,, 
not  doubting  that  the  violenee  of  his  attacks  would  be  redoubled^ 
by  the  thust  of  vengeance ;  but  vengeance  was  the  last 
ihmg  in  his  thoughts  :  on  the  contrary,  supporting  himself, 
against  a  tree,  he  cast  on  me  a  piteous  glanc^  and  sighed—* 
«  Ah,  Faeardin  !  "— 

This  appeal  affected  me,  and  I  waa  oa  the  point  of  aj 
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t#  afiiisi  him,  wlien  tke  cries  of  mj  canpAmongominoiied  me 
to  her  sQccomr.  She  was  ei»ii]Bg  all  her  itrengih  to  retain 
the  boat,  whaeh  had  broken  ita  oord  during  the  battle  ;  and  aa 
she  knew  ^lis  to  be  our  only  rasouree,  die  made  every  possible 
^  efert  to  prevent  its  eaeaimig.  Finding,  as  soon  as  I  joined  her, 
dkst  instead  of  embarking  I  prepared  to  fasten  the  boat  again 
to  the  shore,  she  was  ready  to  go  distraeted.  1  told  her,  that  I 
voold  Booner  die  than  abandon  in  such  a  forlorn  situation  the 
Qofortunate  lion,  who  had  addressed  me  in  a  manner  so  afiect* 
TDg ;  that  I  was  going  in  seareh  of  him,  in  order  that  I  might 
transport  him  with  me  to  the  eontinent ;  and  that  it  was  my 
firm  reaoluticii  to  give  him  all  the  assistance  in  my  power.  She 
CEiclaimed  vehementJy  against  a  proposal,  whidi  appeared  to 
hacthe  height  of  eztravaganee,  and  besought  me  on  her  knees, 
lot  to  expose  her  as  well  as  myself  for  the  sake  of  an  old  dead 
fio|i  to  the  fiiry  of  aU.  the  living  lions  in  the  islands.  She  talked 
m  vain :  I  returned  to  the  place,  where  I  had  left  him  ;  bat  it 
was  without  suecess  that  I  songht  him  both  there  and  in  the 

i       i^ljacent  parts  of  the  fSorest. 

In  consequenee  I  was  obliged  to  regain  the  boat,  heartQy 

i  aahamed  of  not  bringing  back  a  lion  like  the  other  hunters.  Bui 
lay  eompanioii's  distress  is  not  to  be  described.     She  told  me, 

I  that  the  loss  of  heat  cook  had  diehonoured  her  and  her  whole 
family  for  ever«  and  thai  she  never  could  survive  so  signal  a 
dijBgrace. 

I  was  st31  endeavouring  to  alleviate  her  despair,  which  I 
thought  Jiot  a  little-  ridicutoua,  when  we  reached  the  foot  of 
tfount.  Atlas* 

It  was  almost  dark.  I  had  lost  much  blood,  and  suisred 
geeatly  from  thirst.  Having,  in  s^te  of  his  request  to  stay, 
had  the  attention  io  send  back  my  squire,  I  expected  that  he  ia 
letom  would  have  the  attention  to  wait  for  me  on  the  river's 
bank,  or  else  at  the  foot  of  ihemtountaui ;  but  nobody  appeared. 
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Mj  companion,  growing  more  desperate  with  every  moment^ 
resolved  to  attempt  gaining  the  summit  of  Mount  Atlas,  and 
implore  Caramoussal's  assistance ;   or  in  case  the  magtciaa 
refused  his  aid,  to  precipitate  herself  from  such  place  as  might 
seem  to  her  most  convenient.     To  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
latter  design,  I  followed  her  as  long  as  it  was  possihle  ;  but 
losing  her  in  the  obscurity,  which  prevented  my  observing  the 
winding  paths  through  which  she  passed,  after  much  wandering 
about  the  clifts,  I  was  obliged  to  seat  myself  in  that  part  which 
seemed  to  me  most  level,  and  resolved  upon  passing  the  night 
in  that  situation.     Scarcely  had  I  taken  my  place,  when  I  heard 
the  distant  and  agreeable  noise  of  a  rivulet,  which  flowed  among 
these  solitary  rocks.     So  tormenting  was  my  thirst,  that  heed- 
less of  fatigue,  or  the  dangerous  precipices  by  which  I  was 
surrounded,  I  bent  my  steps  towards  the  spot  whence  the  sound 
proceeded.     I  was  certain  that  I  approached  it ;  still  I  should 
have  found  it  difficult  to  reach,  if,  by  dint  of  examining,  I  had 
not  discovered  just  above  me  a  faint  ray  of  light.     I  took  this 
for  my  guide.    As  I  approached,  by  degrees  the  light  grew 
stronger,  and  I  fancied  that  I  could  distinguish  the  noise  of 
spinning-wheels.     I  was  not  mistaken.     By  the  blaze  of  twa 
large  torches,  placed  on  each  side  of  the  door  of  a  wretched  hut, 
I  perceived  two  lean  and  withered  arms,  with  hands  suitable, 
which,  passing  through  two  holes  in  the  door,  managed  a  wheel, 
and  spun  with  more  grace  than  their  appearance  promised. 
Having  admired  for  some  moments  this  discreet  and  mysterious 
mode  of  working,  I  pushed  against  the  door  without  knocking. 
It  opened  without  difficulty,  and  I  beheld  the  spinner,  the  rest 
of  whose  person  was  certainly  worthy  of  the  specimen,  which  I 
had  already  seen.     Her  face  was  like  an  old  parchment  pasted 
upon  a  death's  head ;  she  was  naked  to  the  waist,  and  never  was 
corpse  more  dry  or  wasted  than  her  miserable  body.     I  turned 
away  my  eyes,  and  demanded  something  to  quench  my  thirst. 
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"In  this  abode/'  she  replied,  "you  shall  want  nothing,  if 
you  wiJJ  but  have  patience,  and  can  resist  your  inclinations,  and 
conquer  your  dislikes." — 

Thus  saying,  she  embraced  me,  before  I  was  aware  of  her 
intention.  Then  placing  me  by  her,  she  perceived,  that  my 
clothes  were  bloody.  She  shuddered,  alarmed  at  my  situation, 
of  the  danger  of  which  I  was  myself  ignorant. 

"  Your  death  would  have  been  inevitable,"  said  she,  "  had 
the  succour,  which  I  am  going  to  give  you,  been  delayed 
another  hour.  * 

Thus  saying,  she  began  to  undress  me,  and  examining  my 
wound  jfrom  top  to  bottom,  she  pressed  me  in  her  odious  arms 
most  affectionately,  every  now  and  then  kissing  the  place  from 
whence  she  wiped  the  blood.  The  intolerable  disgust,  with 
which  her  endearments  inspired  me,  did  not  escape  her ;  but 
in  spite  of  these  marks  of  aversion,  she  continued  to  anoint  my 
wound  with  an  essence,  whose  odour  perfumed  the  whole  hovel, 

"  Senseless  youth  I  "  said  she ;  "  knew  you  the  treasure 
which  you  reject,  and  which,  I  see,  you  will  lose,  how  fervent 
would  be  your  gratitude,  how  different  your  emotions  !  ** 

I  was  so  much  recovered  and  refreshed  by  this  first  dressing, 
that  I  needed  not  a  second  to  be  in  perfect  health.  I  now  only 
wished  to  quench  my  thirst,  and  free  myself  from  my  disagree- 
able hostess.  I  therefore  requested  her  to  satisfy  the  first  and 
most  urgent  of  my  necessities,  since  the  succour,  which  she  had 
just  given  me,  would  be  imavailing,  if  she  suffered  me  to  die  of 
drought. 

''I  must  put  you  then  to  that  trial,"  said  she,  "which  I 
foresee,  you  will  be  unable  to  sustain.     Follow  me." 

So  decrepid  was  she,  that  she  raised  herself  with  the  utmost 
difficulty ;  and  her  person  gave  me  so  much  disgust,  that  I 
could  not  bring  myself  to  afford  her  any  support.  She  was 
quite  bent  double,  and  in  spite  of  the  crutch  on  which  she 
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Leaned,  I  ihouglit,  she  never  could  drag  herself  ont  of  the  ^rst 
apartment,  the  most  dirty  and  miserable  one  that  I  erer  beheld. 
The  next  was  rather  better,  and  the  third'  much  larger,  and 
'iK^rablj  furnished ;  but  the  last  was  the  most  magnificent 
room  perhi^s  in  the  murerse.  It  appeared  to  be  rather  the 
iabled  habitation  of  some  fairy,  thim  the  apartment  of  a  mortal. 
Nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  glasses,  admirable  pictures,  and 
Ifinuture  the  most  costly.  On  one  side  stood  an  elegant 
toilette,  displaying  a  Tariety  of  jewels ;  on  the  other,  a  bed, 
covered  with  Chinese  gold  and  oriental  pearls  ici  embroidery, 
seemed  only  to  wait  the  Divinity's  arrival,  for  whose  use  they 
were  prepared :  not  far  from  the  toilette  I  perceived  an  undress, 
fit  for  the  wearing  of  an  Empress  of  eighteen. 

It  took  us  a  considerable  time  to  reach  this  chamber ;  for 
besides  that  the  old  lady  moved  very  deliberately,  she  never 
suffered  me  to  enter  any  apartment,  before  she  had  passed  her 
hands  through  two  holes  in  the  door,  and  spun  for  a  few 
mmnents,  as  I  found  her  doing  on  my  arrival.  My  thirst  was 
much  irritated  by  this  delay ;  still  its  violence  was  suspended 
for  some  instants,  while  I  gazed  on  the  objects  contained  in 
the  latter  chamber.  But  my  companion  soon  interrupted  this 
examination. 

«  Come !  "  said  she,  taking  my  hand  ;  **let  us  to  the  foun- 
tain. What  you  behold  here  can  only  serve  to  excite  flames  in 
your  bosom,  and  what  you  want  is  water  to  cool  those  which 
burn  there  already.     Follow  me,  and  you  shall  be  satisfied.*^    • 

*'  It  was  unnecessary  for  her  to  say  this  twice ;  I  followed 
her  eagerly.  The  fountain  was  within  a  few  yards  of  the  mag- 
nificent chamber,  and  from,  thence  had  the  sound  proceeded, 
which  first  induced  me  to  search  for  water.  As  soon  as  I 
beheld  it,  I  rushed  open-mouthed  towards  the  largest  sheet, 
which  fell  from  the  rock  above ;  but  the  provoking  old  woman 
detained  me  by  the  arm. 
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^'He«  me  for  tbe  kit  time  I "  she  oried ;  "if  nehiuig  jouf 
kielinatioa  to  qneBoh  your  tlurBt,  you  can  refiolye  to  pass  n 
wliole  hour  in  my  9anB  witliOQi  tastLog  tliU  water,  I  will  recon* 
duet  you  to  the  ohAmlMr  thoough  whieh  I  led  you»  and  you  sliaB 
be  at  liberty  to  pass  the  remainder  of  the  night  with  me  oil 
that  superb  ooiidb,  whieh  you  have  just  beheld* " 

Wishing  to  aocQmpany  this  proposal  with  a  tender  glance* 
die  tnmed  upon  me  two  little  pig's  eyes,  wluch  rather  resembled 
a  dog^s  just  dead  of  the  mange,  than  a  human  careature*s  1  As 
for  me,  in  the  perfeet  indyperenoe  to  beauty  which  I  then  felt» 
and  in  the  Tidence  of  thirst  so  immoderate,  I  should  have  pre*- 
liBrred  duree  glasses  of  cold  water  to  the  three  graces*  I  ther^ 
fare  shook  ofP  her  hold  rather  ruddy,  ran  to  the  fountain,  and 
began  to  drink  as  di^erly  as  if  I  feared  seeing  the  stream  £aik 
before  my  thirst  was  satisfied. 

The  lady,  to  whom  I  had  not  thought  proper  to  sacrifioe  this 
pleasure,  retired  while  I  was  drinking,  and  probably  not  in  the 
best  humour.  That,  however^  was  to  me  a  matter  of  absolute 
indifference.  I  now  found  myself  perfectly  easy  and  ooof 
tented ;  sleep  eame  upon  me,  and  I  accepted  ii&  advances  with» 
out  hesitation. 

It  was  broad  day,  when  I  awoke,  and  much  was  I  surprised 
to  find  myself  in  a  spot,  the  most  horrible  that  I  had  ever  seen ! 
I  gaied  around  me,  striving  in  vmn  to  compr^end  how  I  had 
got  into  such  a  desert,  or  how  I  should  get  out  of  it.  The 
stream,  of  which  I  had  drunk  tiie  night  before,  gushed  from 
the  summit  of  a  rock  seemingly  detadied  from  the  rest  of  the 
Mountain,  and  I  found  myself  stationed  upon  liiis  summits 
I  eould  perceive  the  roofs  of  the  hut  and  of  the  enchanted 
palace,  which  had  excited  in  me  such  admiration :  but  I  was 
Inparated  from  them,  by  a  precipice  so  tremendous,  that  I 
dmddered,  whenever  my  eye  dared  to  measure  its  depth  ;  and 
on  every  side  I  was  surrounded  by  beetling  :cpdcs»  which. 
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instead  of  offering  me  a  passage,'  seemed  leaning  forward  for 
the  express  purpose  of  tumbling  themselyes  upon  me.     Fully 
persuaded  that  I  had  not  been  transported  to  this  place  through 
the  air,  I  persisted  in  my  perilous  search  after  some  out*let, 
cmd  at  length  I  succeeded  in  my  inquiry.     It  was  the  entrance 
of  a  cavern,  equally  obscure  and  deep,  which  seemed  rather  the 
retreat  of  some  wild  beast,  than  a  passage  to  scenes  less  tre- 
mendous.    However,  I  resolved  to  examine  it,  and  drawing  my 
sword,  I  descended  into  this  gloomy  cave ;  hopeless  of  finding 
any  other  issue,  than  that  by  which  I  had  entered.     But  after 
many  difficulties,  I  felt  that  the  ground  rose,  and  perceived  a 
feeble  glimmering  of  light  which  guided  me  to  the  spot,  where 
day  penetrated  into  this  subterraneous  abyss.     This  second 
outlet  was  totally  different  from  the  first :  it  was  a  spacious 
grotto,  ornamented  with  shells  and  marble  statues :  a  bow  of 
polished  steel  hung  on  one  side ;  on  the  other  was  a  quiver, 
ornamented  with  gold  and  jewels,  and  filled  with  arrows  ;  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  grotto  a  large  cage  of  jet  inlaid  with  ivory 
was  suspended  from  the  roof.     I  was  so  eager  to  get  out  of  the 
scrape  in  which  I  found  myself,  that  without  staying  to  reflect 
on  what  I  saw,  I  hastened  out  of  the  cave,  and  was  near 
treading  upon  something  sparkling  which  lay  a  few  paces  from 
the  door.     It  was  a  shoe,  whose  buckle  was  formed  of  four 
diamonds,  the  most  perfect  and  brilliant  that  I  ever  beheld : 
but  the  shoe  itself  was  so  small,  and  so  exquisitely  shaped,  that 
I  bestowed  no  thought  upon  the  immense  worth  of  the  buckle. 
Having  read,  that  Pallas,  when  she  walks,  makes  the  earth 
tremble  and  the  forests  shake,  and  that  the  immortal  Juno 
takes  but  one  stride  from  Mount  Ida  to  the  Isle  of  Samos,  I 
was  tolerably  certain,  that  I  had  not  found  the  shoe  of  a 
goddess ;  but  I  determined  to  discover  the  mortal,  if  it  were 
possible,  whose  foot  could  be  worthy  to  wear  so  delicately 
formed  a  slipper. 
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I  brought  it  awaj  with  me,  though  I  did  not  expect  to  retain 
its  possession  long  ;  for  I  guessed  it  to  be  the  lady's  property, 
whose  hunting  accoutrements  I  had  seen  in  the  grotto,  or  ebe 
ihat  it  belonged  to  the  other  invisible  nymph,  for  whom  the 
toilette  was  prepared  in  the  old  woman's  horeL     I  was  still 
hesitating  whether  I  should  return  there  to  seek  her,  or  had 
better  wait  in  the  grotto  till  some  one  should  come  thither  to 
look  for  the  shoe,  when  I  was  induced  to  abandon  both  designs 
by  hearing  cries  and  lamentations  proceed  from  the  rock  above, 
I  ascended  it  in  haste  ;  for  the  voice  seemed  to  be  a  female 's» 
and  since  my  finding  this  slipper,  my  heart  was  wonderfully 
softened  in  favour  of  a  sex,  for  which  till  then  I  had  felt  the 
most  perfect  indifference.     I  soon  discovered  that  the  mourner 
was  no  other  than  my  nymph  of  the  cock  I     As  soon  as  she 
saw  me  she  fell  at  my  feet,  entreating  me  to  plunge  my  sword 
in  her  bosom.     I  was  by  no  means  disposed  to  grant  her  this 
favour,  for  she  had  already  Inspired  me  with  a  tender  inclina- 
tion.    I  raised  her  respectfully,  and  having  assured  her  that  I 
would  hazard  my  life  in  the  attempt  to  extricate  her  from  her 
difficulties,  I  was  on  the  point  of  seating  myself  by  her,  in 
order  to  hear  at  my  ease  the  cause  of  her  affliction ;  when  she 
gave  me  a  look  of  surprise,  eyed  me  from  head  to  foot,  as  if  she 
had  never  seen  me  before,  and  removed  immediately  to  some 
distance. 

"  Be  good  enough,"  said  she,  "  to  sit  a  little  farther  off,  for 
you  seem  to  me  so  disagreeable,  that  I  cannot  suffer  you  to> 
come  so  near  me." 

I  obeyed  with  all  humility,  and  the  impertinent  creature^ 
turning  away  her  head,  that  she  might  not  see  me  while  she 
spoke,  addressed  me  as  follows : — 

'*  Before  I  disclose  the  cause  of  my  despair,  which  perhaps 
appears  to  you  ridiculous,  you  must  know,  that  the  cocks» 
which  you  have  seen,  are  only  entrusted  to  those  damsels,  who 
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W»mjBM  nx%  di8(iigaish«d  eitW  f«r  task  or  menL  Tkree 
gtwoA  hxaianf^^BMBtehm  .are  kdd  Cfverj  year,  Bimilar  to  thai 
«iih](^y  one  at  whidi  y<m  mere  "prmeskt  yesterday^  and  tinoae 
yonog  women,  who  in  fimr  yeara  bring  home  twelve  Hodb,  ace 
united  to  the  loirere,  who  attend  on  them  diuing  those  four 
yeara.  In  tibA  meantime  thciy  see  their  admiresB  at  all  honra ; 
hut  'tia  as  much  aA  their  Uvea  are  worth  to  grant  the  least 
favom-y  titt  the  twelve  liona  ace  taken.  Should  a  eook  make 
his  escape,  'las  a  ttgn  that  there  has  been  some  little  in^ro- 
priety  in  the  oonduot  of  his  mistress  ;  however,  if  the  bird  is 
found  agaia,  the  «ime  ia  not  eapital ;  but  at  the  end  of  three 
days,  if  he  is  still  abeoil^  it  is  a  convincing  proof  of  a  criminal 
intercourse,  and  the  seeeder  from  Virtue  is  immediately  buried 
aKve.  It  is  this^  which  causes  my  despair :  my  cock  never 
ean  bo  found  again,  since  I  saw  it  wil^  my  own  eyes  devoured 
by  that  brute  of  a  fioo^  WnMd»  that  I  am  1  Why  did  he  not 
devoiar  me  at  the  same  time  I  Why  did  I  not  perish  without 
knowing  the  nmt  amiable  of  mankind ;  or  why  did  not  all  the 
men  whom  i  have  erer  known  a^ear  to  me  as  ugly  and  dift- 
agreeable  as  yout  do  I  " 

Insults  so  broad  would  have  offended  most  people ;  but  the 
worse  that  she  treated  me,  the  more  did  I  admire  her,  and  I 
was  still  endeavoozing  to  express  my  growing  passion,  when 
her  lover  made  his  appearance.  I  immediately  recognised  him 
for  one  irf  our  faonters,  nor  was  my  companioa  slow  in  showing 
hec  recoUeotioR  o£  him.  She  instantly  flew  towards  him  with 
open  arms,  and  professed  herself  happy,  before  she  was 
dcfasved  for  ever  of  thei  fight  of  day,  once  more  to  behold  the 
keams  of  hie  bright  eyes^  Now  this  lover  of  hers  was  bandy- 
legged, pug-nosed,  and  copper^odoared  i  and  the  bright  eyes, 
whkk  she  raved  4boiit  (like  a  Chinese  i«g's)»  never  had  known 
what  it  was  to  be  fuite  op^i^  Having  embraced  her  tenderly^ 
he  told  her»  that  guessing  h^  distress^  he  had  provided  &  boat» 
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vliicii  then  waited  at  the  foot  of  the  mountaia^  and  that  ha 
ooold  easily  carry  her  off»  if  I,  who  had  xedueed  her  to  thia 
exfcremity,  woaM  for  one  hour  protect  them  from  the  matroa'a 
monster. 
*' And  who  ia  the  matron's  monster  ?  '^  said  I. 
'Toa  will  know  but  too  soon/'  he  answered*  "fw  he  ia 
lookiDg  for  his  lady's  slipper,  which  I  see  in  your  hand." 

TMs  said,  he  clasped  his  mistress  in  his  arms,  and  hastened 
vhli  her  towards  the  sea  wiUi  all  expedition.  At  first  I  felt  a 
Mtile  jealous,  hat  no  sooner  were  they  out  of  sight,  than  I 
ikoiight  no  more  of  them.  Adyentures  had  succeeded  each 
oiher  bo  ra{ddly  on  thb  mountain,  that  scarcely  could  I  per** 
Sttde  myself  that  I  was  not  in  a  dream  ;  but  more  were  yet 
behind,  for  it  now  happened 

**'T}s  you,  who  dream,"  interrupted  Dinarzade  impatiently ; 
'^you  are  desired  to  relate  your  own  adventures,  which  in  the 
present  posture  of  affiairs  yon  should  have  told  as  concisely  as 
possible  ;  and  instead  of  this  you  weary  us  with  another  per* 
un'sy  aecompanied  with  details  so  uninteresting,  that  it  is  a 
doabt  whether  they  are  more  tedious  or  trifling." 

''And  what  does  it  signify,"  cried  the  Sultan,  "whose 
sdraitures  he  relates,  so  that  they  amuse  me,  and  last  out  the 
oigbt  f  What  have  I  better  to  do,  than  to  hear  th«n  I  Ge 
<m,  Facardin/'  he  added,  '*  and  heed  not  the  remarks  of  these 
datterboxesy  who  never  are  satisfied,  but  when  they  are 
tsQdng  themselves. ' ' 

Binarzade  bit  her  lips  with  impatience.  The  fair  Sultana, 
wbohad  now  passed  a  thousand  nights  in  bed,  with  nothing 
better  to  amuse  her  than  tales  only  fit  to  set  one  asleep, 
isised  her  eyes  devoutly  to  heaven,  and  Facardin  of  TrebiiKmde 
proceeded  thus  :  — 

i  If  I  remember  rights  I  was  interrupted  in  that  part  of  the 
Steiger's  hisUffj,  where  he  informed  me  that  he  fancied  himself 
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to  have  beea  dreamiDg,  while  revolviDg  the  variety  of  events 
to  which  BO  Bhort  a  space  of  time  had  given  rise.  I  now 
todeavoured,  he  continued,  to  regain  the  grotto ;  but  instead 
of  taking  the  path  bj  which  I  had  ascended  the  rock,  I  fol- 
lowed one,  which,  after  a  tedious  journey,  conducted  me  to  the 
Inatron  s  abode.  The  door  was  open  ;  the  spinning-wheel  was 
still  there,  but  no  hands  were  employed  in  turning  it.  Find- 
ing no  longer  so  insuperable  an  aversion  for  a  female  whose 
first  appearance  had  so  much  disgusted  me,  I  resolved  to 
enter,  and  review  the  wonders  of  the  beautiful  apartment.  I 
held  the  slipper  in  my  hand ;  I  ceased  not  for  a  moment  to 
admire  it,  and  I  frequently  pressed  it  to  my  lips  as  fondly 
as  if  it  had  been  the  portrait  of  a  mistress  most  passionately 
beloved. 

Just  as  I  prepared  to  enter  the  hut,  I  was  stopped  by  an 
enormous  giant,  armed  with  a  huge  club,  and  covered  with 
rough  hair  from  head  to  foot.  His  manner  of  accosting  me 
surprised  me  considerably,  for  his  gestures  were  much  less 
gentle,  and  his  looks  much  more  savage  than  the  lion's,  whom 
I  had  the  honour  of  killing  the  day  before.  The  first  thing 
which  he  did  on  seeing  me,  was  to  take  his  club  in  both  hands, 
and  gnash  his  teeth  like  a  wild  boar  :  the  second  was  to  thank 
Heaven  for  throwing  the  thief  in  his  way,  who  had  stolen  his 
lady's  slipper ;  and  he  then  proceeded  to  assure  me,  that  he 
should  already  have  dashed  out  the  few  brains  which  the  gods 
had  given  me,  if  the  matron  his  mistress  had  not  commanded 
him  to  reserve  me  for  torments  the  most  excruciating.  From 
the  sound  of  the  voice  which  uttered  it,  I  fancied  that  some 
bull  was  pleased  to  make  me  this  civil  speech  ;  after  which  the 
giant  continuing  his  discourse,  ordered  me  to  surrender  the 
slipper,  and  follow  him  without  delay. 

**  I  should  find  it  less  trouble,"  said  he,  ''to  take  it  from 
you  by  force,  than  to  ask  you  for  it ;  but  my  mistress  has  com* 
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mtuided  me  to  make  yon  restore  it  througli  feu  of  my  proweu, 
ind  therefore  down  upon  your  knees  this  moment." 

"  kte  ihoBQ  yoor  mutrew'B  commands  !  "  sud  I  ;  "  ttea 
pny.  preteDt  mj  best  respects  to  her,  and  tell  her  from  me, 
dut  neilher  yon  nor  kU  jour  feUoir-monsters  put  together  shall 
Quie  me  sDrrender  a  shoe,  whose  beauty  has  charmed  me,  and 
vliieh  I  did  not  obtain  by  ^shonourable  means." 

Aa  I  Boid  this,  I  saw  that  the  wild  dromedary  had  ah-eody 
fused  his  club  to  cnish  me,  and  I  instantly  drew  my  sword. 
His  Btrecgtb  was  prodigious  ;  bat  as  he  was  not  very  expert,  I 
euily  AToided  his  blows,  the  gentlest  of  which  was  sufficient  to 
■Urer  the  rocka  in  pieces,  and  OTertom  the  surrounding  trees, 
Bswerer,  b»  I  contrived  to  draw  blood  from  him  eyery  time 
that  be  missed  me,  I  should  probably  hare  finished  the  combat 
miiiiirt,  had  it  not  been  my  fate  to  get  scratched  in  this  land  of 
wonders.  It  seems  that  the  giant  bad  a  nail  on  the  great  toe 
of  hia  right  foot,  whicli  the  Erymantbioa  boar  might  hare  been 
pood  of.  This  I  did  not  discover  for  some  time,  but  at  length 
I  had  good  reason  to  perceifo  it ;  for  as  I  stooped  to  escape  a 
blow  from  his  club,  which  he  pretended  to  turn  at  me,  he  found 
ui  opportunity  of  giving  me  a  slash  by  no  means  inferior  to 
that,  which  I  had  received  from  the  lion  the  day  before.  This 
QKsDsed  me  so  highly,  that  with  a  furious  blow  I  lopped  of 
^e  1^,  to  whose  foot  was  attached  the  weapon  which  had 
fiiToured  me  with  so  respectable  a  wound.  His  fall  was  like 
that  of  a  tower'e,  and  the  earth  trembled  as  he  touched  it.  I 
■threw  myself  npon  him  intending  to  strike  his  ugly  head  from 
hia  shoulders  ;  but  a  vmce,  which  proceeded  &om  the  hut,  made 
Se  hi^  my  hand. 
"  Yaliant  knight,"  cried  the  voice,  "  kill  not  my  moDster." 
I  obeyed,  and  quitting  him  entered  the  hovel,  intending  to 
pMent  the  matron  with  the  slipper  which  force  could  not  oblige 
ma  to  BurrendK-,  and  to  ffi^Iun  that  I  had  not  obtained  it  bj 
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jBscre^table  means.  I  now  snppoted  ^st  it  most  belong  to 
some  daughter  or  nieee  of  hers,  fiw  wfaotti  m  all  piobabilitj  tibe 
chamber  and  clothes  were  prepared,  which  I  had  seen  the  night 
before. 

But  in  rain  did  I  trarerse  the  TariouB  apartments ;  no  aae 
appeared  ;  and  part  of  the  garments,  which  I  had  teen  near 
the  toilette,  had  been  taken  away.    Hoping  to  obtain  from  him 
'some  intelligence  of  his  mistress,  I  retnmed  to  the  plaoe  wliere 
I  had  left  the  giant ;  but  he  also  was  gone,  and  had  earned 
away  his  leg  with  him.     Though  I  had  lort  a  considemble 
quantity  of  blood,  I  did  not  find  mysdf  much  weakened^  aad 
was  only  sensible  of  hunger  to  a  degree  not  less  videni  than 
had  been  the  thirst,  which  tormented  me  tiie  night  betoe.     I 
resolved  to  look  for  some&ing  to  appease  the  first,  wheite  I  had 
80  lately  succeeded  in  a]^easing  tiie  second ;  but  the  hovd 
door  closed  at  my  approach,  nor  could  all  my  eScsriB  suffice  to 
open  it.     The  grotto  was  now  my  only  resource— I  sought  it 
for  some  time  without  success,  nor  pahaps  diould  I  ever  have 
found  it,  had  I  not  be^i  conducted  thither  by  the  agreeable 
smeU  of  roast  meat.     With  an  appetite  like  mine  I  oonld  mt 
hare  met  with  a  guide  m<He  acceptable :  I  foHowed  it  witb 
joy ;  and  no  sooner  did  I  reach  the  grotto,  than  I  was  mcce 
than  erer  conrinced  that  I  must  certainly  be  dreaming. 

How  beautiful  was  the  form  which  on  my  entrance  presented 
itself  to  my  admiration  I  A  nymph  in  a  hunting-dress  was 
reclining  on  a  magnificent  sofa,  and  looked  in  that  attitude, 
as  if  the  queen  of  love  had  borrowed  Diana's  garments  to  follow 
to  the  chace  some  new  Adonis.  Fart  of  her  besom  was  hq- 
covered ;  and  that  part  was,  in  my  opinion,  worth  all  the 
treasures  which  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  tiie  biUows  of  the 
sea,  or  the  women  in  the  universe,  cacn  possibly  manage  to  eon- 
eeal.  Her  petticoat  was  tucked  up  on  one  side,  and  faHiomid 
above  her  knee  by  a  diamond  bockle,  similar  to  th^i 
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onnmeiited  the  beautifnl  dipper ;  and  tiie  leg,  wldcli  l^y  this 
meams  was  do^kjed,  was  bo  exqiunlely  toned,  as  to  make  me 
certain  that  it  eonld  not  poaaibl  j  be  the  property  of  &  mortal. 
Ab  soon  as  she  saw  me,  she  gased  on  me  ibr  a  few  moments 
wiih  attention. 

"1%0Qgh  the  aTenien  with  which  jctat  ridietdoas  defbnmtj' 
impiieB  me/'  said  she,  **  and  the  esteem  which  I  cannot 
denj  to  your  Takrar,  are  now  oombating  within  my  hosom,  I  am 
itifi  wifiSng  to  offer  yon  tiie  means  of  secnring  yonr  own  happi- 
ness, and  at  the  same  time  of  oontribnting  to  mine.  Ton  have 
found  my  slipper,"  she  eontinned,  *'  and  yonr  presumption  in 
tinddng  it  is  expiated  in  some  degree  by  the  intrepidity  with 
which  yon  asserted  yonr  claim  to  it.  Had  yon  surrendered  it 
to  Ihe  giant,  lliere  wonld  hate  been  an  end  for  erer  of  yonr 
hopes  and  mine,  fbr  in  the  man  who  would  possess  me,  courage 
is  an  indispensable  qualification.  But  before  I  proceed,  let  me 
prore  to  you  that  this  i^boe  is  really  mine ;  here  is  my  foot ; 
approach,  and  put  it  cm.'* 

I  obeyed  witii  mingled  tenderness  and  respect,  and  whilo 
faieefing  before  her,  my  transports  were  so  violent  that  I 
scarcely  knew  what  I  was  about.  The  shoe  was  put  on  with 
1^  ima^oiahle  ease ;  after  which  she  bade  me  take  it  off  agidn^ 
and  l3ien  inquired  what  had  eondncted  me  to  the  grotto.  I 
now  for  the  first  time  recollected  my  necessities,  and  I  told  her 
Ihat  I  was  dying  of  hunger,  wi^  a  look  as  fond  and  hinguiBh- 
hig  as  tf  I  had  told  her  that  I  was  dying  of  lore. 

**  What !  '*  riie  exclaimed ;  *'  ever  ihese  gross  and  sensual 
ifcares  ?  Last  night  yon  tbited  the  matron  because  you  were 
ttdrsty,  and  this  m<miing  your  only  reason  fbr  Tisiting  me  is 
because  you  are  hungry  !  But  no  matter ;  I  shall  soon  dis^ 
fO?iir  whether  yon  deserve  the  misfortune  which  you  have 
dhMm  xspfm  yourself  %y  driiddng,  and  whe^er  you  will  make 
jOttseif  worthy  of  €»%  ghMriotts  &Ce  wMch  wiH  he  yours  as 
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soon  as  you  shall  hare  eaten  sii£ScieniIy.  As  I  am  impatient 
to  know  whether  you  really  merit  the  advantages  which  the 
stars  appear  to  promise  you,  take  this  how  without  delay,  and 
let  me  see  whether  you  can  hend  it," 

I  oheyed,  persuaded  that  I  should  find  this  task  as  easy  as 
the  putting  on  her  slipper ;  hut  it  was  not  without  considerahle 
efforts  that  I  at  length  succeeded.  No  sooner  was  the  deed 
performed,  than  the  string  of  the  how  produced  a  sound  so 
melodious,  that  it  could  only  he  equalled  hy  that  which,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  cage  of  Jet ;  whose  door  opening  at  that 
moment,  a  large  hird  flew  out  with  such  swiftness,  as  to  prevent 
my  distinguishing  its  species.  Surprised  at  the  adventure 
which  I  had  just  accomplished,  the  nymph  surveyed  me  with 
attention,  hut  almost  instantaneously  turned  away  her  head 
again,  as  if  her  eyes  had  heen  shocked  hy  some  disgusting 
ohject. 

**  Take  an  arrow  from  yonder  quiver,"  said  she  ;  ''  look 
upwards,  and  aim  at  whatever  you  see  in  the  air." 

I  left  the  grotto,  and  thought  I  could  distinguish  a  fly  far 
ahove  me.  As  nothing  else  was  to  he  seen,  I  discharged  my 
arrow  at  it,  which  was  soon  out  of  sight ;  hut  just  when  I  sup* 
posed  it  to  he  in  the  middle  region  of  the  air  (so  long  was  it  ere 
it  descended),  I  saw  it  fall  at  my  feet,  loaded  with  the  largest 
cock  that  I  ever  heheld. 

The  nymph  ran  towards  the  hird,  kissed  it  thrice  affection- 
ately, and  di'ew  out  the  arrow  ;  on  which  the  cock  sprang  into 
the  air  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  and  disappeared  in  a  few 
moments.  This  exploit  seemed  to  inspire  the  fair  huntress 
9rith  more  respect  for  me,  though  not  enough  to  ahate  her 
aversion. 

**  Yes,"  said  she  ;  ''  you  must  certainly  he  the  persoii 
destined  to  release  me ;  yet  if  I  owe  my  deliverance  to  you, 
how  can  I  endure  to  pass  my  life  with  a  man  whose  appearance 
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is  no  less  disgusting  and  lidiculous  than  his  actions  are  glorious 
and  sublime  ?  Prince,  be  careful  of  mj  slipper  ;  seek  through 
every  region  of  the  earth,  nor  present  yourself  again  before  me, 
till  you  have  found  a  foot  that  can  fit  m j  shoe,  a  woman  that 
can  lore  you,  or  a  cock  that  can  fly  as  high  as  that  which  you 
We  just  seen.  Having  presented  me  with  one  of  these  three 
wonders,  you  will  only  need  to  obtain  the  matron's  favours 
to  entitle  you  to  mine ;  but  without  this  last  condition,  and 
one  or  other  of  the  first  three,  I  shall  always  be  unfortu- 
nate, and  you  never  will  be  happy.  However,  before  you  set 
out  in  search  of  these  adventures,  I  must  put  you  to  a  prelimi- 
nary trial.  You  remember,  I  suppose,  that  in  spite  of  all 
entreaties  to  the  contrary,  you  insisted  last  night  upon  drink- 
ing :  to  punish  you  for  this  obstinacy,  I  now  inform  you  that 
Iiowever  great  may  be  your  disgust,  you  are  expected  to  eat 
whatever  may  be  set  before  you,  without  being  desired  at  all." 

I  asked  no  better :  I  thought  that  nothing  could  be  served 
up  at  the  table  of  a  person  so  elegant,  that  could  possibly  baulk 
an  appetite  so  voracious  as  mine  ;  but  when  I  examined  what 
was  placed  before  me,  it  was  a  wonder  that  I  kept  from  faint- 
ing. You  never  could  guess,  valiant  knight,  what  composed 
this  diabolical  ragout ;  I  am  therefore  obliged  to  explain,  that 
the  dish  contained  the  giant's  leg,  not  forgetting  the  foot,  and 
the  large  nail  that  adorned  it ! 

The  sight  made  my  hair  bristle  with  horror ;  I  turned  sick, 
and  was  leaving  the  grotto,  anxious  to  escape  from  so  disgust- 
ing an  object,  when,  without  speaking,  the  nymph  heaved  a  deep 
sigh^  and  gave  me  a  look  no  less  expressing  pity  than  resent- 
xn^t.  That  look  was  sufficient  to  determine  my  conduct :  I 
dosed  my  eyes,  tore  off  a  morsel  from  the  leg,  and  swallowed 
iti  Having  obeyed  thus  far,  I  again  prepared  to  retire,  assur- 
ing my  hostess  that  I  should  feel  no  desire  to  eat  for  at  least 
the  next  four  days.     She  seemed  much  softened  by  my  com- 
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pBanee,  fixed  Iter  eyes  upon  me  more  steac^j  tliaa  before,  and 
BO  mueh  delighted  me  by  the  change  whieh  I  perceived  in  th^ 
ezpreBsion,  that  I  got  down  a  little  bit  more.  On  this  she 
■drevr  nearer,  placed  her  hand  f amiliarl j  tipon  mj  ahoolder,  jmd 
told  me  that  although  she  wonld  not  ask  it  of  me,  it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  jAck  the  whole  1^  to  tiie  bones. 

**  I  feel  the  farm's  effect,"  said  she  ;  ''my  heart  t^s  me 
that  the  first  spell  is  on  the  point  of  being  dissolyed.  Perse* 
Tere,  and  yon  need  not  go  far  to  find  a  woman  who  lores  yon; 
but  if  you  leave  this  place,  or  if  your  meal  is  intermpted,  before 
yon  can  empty  the  dish,  yon  will  become,  if  possible,  more 
disagreeable  to  me  than  you  are  at  present.*' 

These  words  touched  my  heart,  and  produced  no  slight  efieet 
upon  my  head ;  they  animated  my  courage,  bat  alas  !  Ihey  did 
not  augment  my  appetite.  However,  though  the  leg  was  %vS^ 
cient  to  feed  ten  famished  persons,  since  such  was  die  con^Btion 
ef  my  trial,  I  resohed  to  nse  every  effort  to  fulfil  it ;  and  I 
determined  eidier  to  swallow  the  whole,  or  to  burst  brav^ 
before  the  eyes  of  my  Divinity !  It  was  in  the  very  midst  of 
this  magnanimous  attempt  that  my  confounded  squire,  who 
probably  had  been  seeking  me  for  some  time,  made  the  ro^B 
re-echo  with  the  name  (^  Facardin.  Suddenly  the  nymph 
changed  colour ;  she  seemed  irresolute  for  a  few  moments,  and 
then  finding  that  I  was  the  object  of  pursuit,  she  hastened  into 
the  subterraneous  passage,  leaving  me  more  confounded,  more 
surprised  and  more  afficted,  than  I  hare  power  to  express. 
I  had  perceived  that  her  glances  grew  milder ;  the  wound 
given  me  by  the  giant  dosed  while  I  was  employed  in  eating 
his  leg ;  and  the  presence  of  the  most  lovely  creature  in  tiie 
imiverse,  who  reclined  affectionatdy^  upon  mj  idumlder,  had 
enabled  me  to  support  the  horror  of  my  trial.  Bttt  no  sooner 
^  she  leave  me,  than  forgetting  her  tnjunetions  Iforsdi^  aqp 
liorriUe  repast,  and  flew  towards  the  passage  by  whidi  i^  had 


^epvtdd^'^tfce  immieiit  ilM(  I  approaehei  i|»  a  stroBg  and  mab* 
iBg  wind  not  onlj  eppMsed  my  entranoe,  but  rused  me  with 
Tsoleiiee  inmx  the  groondy  and  blew  me  out  of  the  grotto.  At 
aoon  as  I  waa  on  Uw  emtnde,  the  deer  (which  had  two  holea  in 
it  rnxBilar  to  tkoae  in  the  door  which  protected  the  matron'a 
cottage)  elooed  of  ita  own  accord  ;  through  ihese  holes  two 
vms,  whiter  than  mow,  and  more  beantifid  than  €ytherea'a» 
smediatelj  paeaed  themsehes ;  An  ebony  apinning-wheel  inlaid 
wkh  gold  placed  itaelf  apontaneonsly  bo&m  them,  and  the 
••pinning  Toeommeaeed  with  mere  diligence  than  ever.  I  waa 
now  conTinoed  that  the  Dimity  whom  I  had  just  seen  waa  the 
matron's  daaghter,  and  that  spinning  waa  a  fayonrite  occnpa- 
tim  in  this  onehanted  {amily.  I  drew  nearer,  with  the 
intention  of  tinowing  myaelf  en  my  kneea  before  the  nym^^ 
!tf  wiiom  I  saw  noithing  bat  the  anna,  and  of  conjvring  her  hi 
fity  to  open  the  door ;  when  my  aqaim,  hamg  at  lengdi  die* 
eoverad  me,  began  to  bawl  ont  my  name  louder  than  ever« 
Immediately  the  heantiM  hands  diaappeared ;  the  grotto  door 
opened  with  violenoe ;  and  the  giant,  patting  out  his  head, 
Uew  in  my  £ioe  with  sach  force,  that  he  rolled  both  my  squire 
and  myself  down  to  the  plaoe  where  i  had  fint  distingnyied 
the  ray  of  Hf^  which  had  guided  me  to  the  matnm^B 
.oofttage.  When  I  recoiwed  ham  my  fail,  my  aqmre  ii^ormed 
me  that  ii  was  high  time  to  be  gone,  and  he  conjured  me  to 
dfiseend  with  aU  expedition,  while  it  ,was  still  in  my  power  to 
«ae^»o. 

'f  What  eooid  put  it  in  year  bead/*  said  ho,  «'to  dhnb  this 
oon&Nmded  moontam,  which  is  firammeci  &U  of  Boroerers  and 
ennhantmeots,  while  oM  Jhe  inhabitaagfea  of  the  neigU)oiffu^ 
tiBageB  w^ne  in  aaatdi  of  you  ?  i  wait^  till  midn^ht  by 
thejrivor  ei^ ;  and  then,  anj^posii^  diat  wlnlo  I  was  looting 
inr  you  there,  jen.  nmst  hare  landed  sttaewhore  eiee,  in  hopes 
of  finding  you  I  hastened  to  the  nsztlillage ;  but  here  t  iraa 
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told  rare  news  of  you :  it  was  reported  that  yoa  liad  either 
seduced  or  ravished  the  girl  who  was  left  with  you  on  the 
island ;  that  her  cock  was  lost ;  that  you  had  disemharked 
with  her,  and  that  hoth  had  concealed  yourselyes  in  the  cavities 
of  the  mountain,  to  avoid  the  punishment  of  your  offence.  In 
consequence  all  the  inhahitants  assembled  this  morning  at  day* 
break  ;  a  council  was  held  ;  the  troops  were  ordered  to  march; 
and  one  part  of  them,  undertaking  to  surroimd  the  mountain, 
and  bar  every  avenue,  the  other  ascended  it,  and  dispersed 
themselves  through  all  the  various  paths  by  which  it  was  pos- 
sible for  you  to  have  passed.  Now  then,  my  dear  master,  I 
gave  you  up  for  lost*  They  had  secured  me,  fearful  lest  I 
should  apprise  you  of  iheir  designs ;  and  they  assured  me  rery 
seriously,  that  I  should  have  the  honour  to  share  your  punish- 
ment. I  was  almost  distracted  to  think  that  a  man  who  had 
always  been  so  prudent  and  so  indifferent  respecting  this  sort 
of  frailty,  as  you  have  been,  should  at  length  throw  away  his 
life  thus  foolishly  for  the  sake  of  a  vulgar  hussy  and  her  dung- 
hill cock.  In  the  midst  of  these  melancholy  reflections,  a  loud 
shout,  proceeding  from  that  side  of  the  mountain  which  was 
nearest  the  sea,  augmented  my  distress ;  for  it  was  imme- 
diately reported  that  you  had  been  seized  in  the  very  act  of 
eloping  with  your  new  mistress.  How  great  was  my  joy  when 
I  beheld  the  captives.  The  companion  of  this  unlucky  girl 
was  one  of  the  hunters,  who  it  seems  had  been  long  attached 
to  her.  Their  doom  was  pronounced  without  delay;  and  though 
they  continued  to  assert  their  innocence,  the  lover  was  com- 
pelled to  dig  a  pit,  into  which  he  put  his  mistress  up  to  the 
neck,  after  tenderly  embracing  her,  and  taking  a  most  affec- 
tionate farewell.  The  pit  was  then  filled  up  again  ;  but  at  the 
very  moment  that  nothing  of  the  damsel  was  visible  except  her 
head,  and  which  was  also  on  the  point  of  disappearing,  a  cock 
was  heard  to  crow  in  the  air  above  her. 
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All  raised  their  eyes ;  the  noise  was  heard  again,  but  stiH 
nothing  could  be  distingnished.    At  length  one  of  the  principal 
persons  drew  a  telescope  ^m  his  pocket,  and  declared  that  it 
vas  a  gnat  mimiciing  the  crowing  of  a  cock :  on  the  other 
hand,  the  lover  asserted  that  it  was  the  identical  cock  which 
his  mistress  had  lost,   and  swore  by  the  great  Caramoussal 
ih&t  he  recognised  him  by  his  manner  of  crowing.     While 
they  were  still  debating  this  question,  a  real  liye  cock,  which 
had  raised  itself  higher  than   ever  cock  had  done  before, 
descended  and  perched  npon  the  damsel's  head.     The  nni- 
versal  acclamations  gave  him  not  the  least  alarm  ;  he  kept  his 
pUee  with  great  intrepidity,  while  the  whole  company  agreed 
in  thinking  that  this  prodigy  was  effected  by  the  great  Cara- 
moussal, and  was  a  conyincing  proof  of  the  girl's  innocence  ; 
but  no  sooner  did  they  approach  in  order  to  restore  her  to 
liberty,  than  the  cock  stretched  out  his  neck,  clapped  his 
wings,  crowed  thrice,  and  then  darting  into  the  air  with  the 
swiftness  of  a  falcon,  in  a  moment  was  out  of  sight.    This  per- 
suaded the  spectators  that  her  conduct  with  her  lover  had  not 
been  perfectly  correct ;  but  as  the  cock  in  clapping  his  wings, 
had  put  out  her  left  eye,  he  was  supposed  to  have  meant  this 
as  a  punishment  for  granting  trifling  favours,  and  she  was 
declared  folly  justified  of  any  capital  offence.    In  consequence, 
she  was  unmediately  released  both  from  the  pit  and  her  appre- 
hensions ;  she  was  conducted  home  to  her  parents  in  triumph ; 
and  while  they  were  busied  in  dressing  her  eye,  I  hastened 
hither  to  conjure  you  to  leave  a  country  where  the  mountains 
are  full  of  sorcerers,  the  islands  of  lions,  and  the  villages  of 
men,  women,  and  cocks,  who,  for  anything  that  I  can  see,  are 
not  a  jot  better  than  the  sorcerers  or  the  lions/* 

The  truth  of  this  account  was  confirmed  by  my  adventures 
On  the  mountain.  I  resolved  therefore  to  follow  my  squire's 
Advice,  and  we  left  this  repository  of  prodigies  and  incompre- 


3fi  OOJJWT  HAMEiTOV'ft  TAQBS. 

bensiWe  eiFisntft  wilhoot  meeting  an j  farther  impediBMOI.  fMie 
more  that  I  revolTed  vpcni  what  had  ]^amed,  isbe  leea  wbb  I 
persuaded  ibat  it  had  reallj  haj^ieiied.  The  lioii,  who  had 
ealled  me  bj  my  name ;  the  eld  womaa,  who  loved  me  so  ten- 
derly ;  the  young  one,  who  hated  me  so  inveteratdy ;  t^ 
nymph  of  the  grotto,  who  enjoined  me  to  do  what  eodd  not 
he  done  ;  the  water,  which  I  drank  with  sueh  eageraess,  hmI 
ibe  meat,  which  I  eat  with  such  disgust ;  aH  appeared  to  haye 
been  equally  delusions :  hut  the  preciens  slippy  was  stiU  in 
my  possession,  and  that  was  sufficient  to  estabfii^i  the  reaMtf 
of  all  the  rest.  I  caused  this  hdbiet  to  be  made  at  the  nearest 
city ;  and  this  cock  enriched  with  diamonds,  clapping  his  wings, 
and  in  the  act  of  erowing,  conceals  the  wonderful  shoe,  whidi 
I  shall  now  offisr  to  your  admiration.'* 

Here,  c^pening  the  crest  of  hie  hehnet,  the  courteous  stranger 
drew  forth  the  i^e,  which  be  had  praised  so  highly ;  it  was 
eonoealed  within  the  goMen  cock,  which  I  had  at  first  mistaken 
f(Hr  an  eagle.  I  confess,  most  illustrious  Sultan,  the  eight  of  it 
filled  me  with  surprise.  This  slipper  was  in  truth  a  master* 
piece,  no  leas  in  respect  to  shape  than  size  and  eleganeot  I 
could  not  look  at  it  without  emoti<m,  though  I  was  conTinced 
that  it  was  made  solely  to  display  the  artist's  workmanship, 
and  could  not  have  been  designed  for  the  use  ci  any  human 
oeing.  In  wn  did  the  stranger  protest  that  his  own  hands 
had  placed  it  on  the  foot  of  the  fair  huntress :  I  persisted  in 
my  iicreduliij.  Having  examined  it  for  some  time,  and  w^ 
the  owner's  permisnon  pressed  it  respectfully  to  my  lips,  I  at 
length  restored  it  to  its  former  conceahnent:  after  whidt 
Facardin  of  Mount  Atlas  resumed  his  narration. 

The  insignificant  adventures,  said  he,  which  I  met  with 
after  this,  are  miworihy  your  attention;  nor  will  I  trouble 
you  with  the  tedious  list  of  refusals,  insults,  and  disdain  whidi 
fell  to  my  lot>  wherofer.my  vows  were  ofiered.  I  thought  every 
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mmuk  dbaortjiig  mj  •fiectioD,  and  evwy  woman  thought  my 
affection  imdeserving  her  ftooeptanee^  They  who  were  no 
koger  in  the  bloom  of  li£B»  pre&nred  their  senrants*  and  they 
^nho  wme,  preliecred  miDO*  However,  if  all  refiued  me  their 
&iooii^  none  reliiaed  to  try  on  the  ahoe  ;  but  here»  alaa !  I 
waa  no  kaa  nnsocceflafui :  not  one  oonld  get  in  a  single  toe« 
Solu^  now  ronained  for  me  but  to  find  a  oock  which  conld 
rttsekaelf  as  high  aa  that  of  the  fair  hnntveas ;  that  is  to  say, 
a  eoek  thai  eenkL  fly  hke  an  ea^e.  To  my  sorrow,  I  find, 
that  this  is  no  less  a  rarity  than  a  woman  who  can  love  me,  or 
a  foot  that  can  fit  the  beautiful  sHpper, 

I  had  already  trayersed  Asia  and  Africa,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  embarking  for  Enrope,  when  the  ambassadors  of  For* 
timbrass  with  the  great  month,  king  of  Denmark,  arriyed  at 
the  port  of  Sidon.  They  told  us  that  they  were  in  pursuit  of 
a  mouth  proportioned  like  their  master's,  and  expressed  their 
fears  that  their  search  would  be  unsuccessful.  To  justify 
these  apprehension^  they  drew  from  a  golden  casket  the  exact 
measure  of  the  royal  mouth,  and  a  most  enormous  one  it  was 
in  truth !  I  owned  that  though  I  had  trayelled  £ar  and  wide, 
I  never  had  met  with  a  mouth  at  all  to  be  compared  to  it ;  and 
I  be^ed  to  be  informed,  when  he  had  found  it,  what  in  the 
world  their  master  meant  to  do  with  a  mouth  so  monstrous. 
I  waa  answered,  that  this  desire  was  excited  by  a  most  strange 
^lai  unfortunate  adyenture,  which  they  had  not  then  time  to 
explain  ;  on  this  the  chief  ambassador,  who  seemed  a  person 
of  no  small  consequence,  sighed  seyeral  times,  and  at  length 
burst  into  tears.  The  eyes  of  his  companions  immediately 
overflowed  ;  and  both  my  squire  and  myself  were  too  well  bred 
not  to  follow  th^  example,  though  what  these  yenerable  per- 
nios were  crying  about,  we  could  not  conoeiye. 

"Adieu,  my  beloyed  country!"  exclaimed  at  length  the 
'Gbief  ambassador;  **  we  bid  you  an  eternal  adieu,  fcn^idden  to 
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revisit  your  happy  climates  till  two  tilings  are  found,  ndther 
of  which  the  earth  can  furnish." 

Guessing  that  the  large  mouth  must  he  one  of  those  things^ 
I  hegged  him  to  inform  me  what  was  the  other.  He  replied 
that  his  master  had  a  daughter,  on  whom  he  doated.  She  was 
extremely  heautiful,  and  called  Sapinella  of  Jutland.  This 
damsel  not  heing  able  to  get  slippers  to  fit  her,  had  gone  mad 
in  consequence,  and  persuaded  her  father  to  hang  up  all  the 
cobblers  in  the  kingdom.  Informed  of  the  difficulty  to  please 
her,  and  dreading  the  fate  of  their  comrades,  the  foreign  shoe- 
makers had  refused  to  work  for  her ;  and  at  length  things  were 
brought  to  such  a  pass,  that,  yielding  to  his  affection  for  her, 
the  king  had  published  throughout  his  dominions,  that  whoever 
could  shoe  the  beautiful  Sapinella  should  marry  her  for  his 
trouble.  It  was,  however,  specified  in  the  bargain,  that  such 
as  failed  in  the  attempt  should  be  hung  with  as  little  ceremony 
as  had  been  shown  to  their  predecessors. 

"And  thus,"  continued  the  ambassador — "thus  are  we, 
wretched  slaves  of  a  despotic  master  and  a  capricious  mistress, 
condemned  either  to  find  the  little  slipper  and  the  large  mouth, 
or  never  to  revisit  the  fertile  plains  of  Denmark — Denmark, 
that  beloved  country  which  gave  us  birth.  Such  are  the 
curious  commissions  which  we  are  enjoined  to  execute ;  and 
you  can  easily  conceive  that  we  have  but  too  much  reason  in 
thinking  that  we  have  bidden  adieu  for  ever  to  our  native 
land  !  " 

While  making  these  reflections  the  tender-hearted  ambassador 
cried  like  an  infant.  Those  which  his  narrative  had  suggested 
to  me  were  of  a  very  different  nature  ;  and  after  meditating  for 
some  time  upon  the  conditions  stipulated  in  the  King  of  Den- 
mark's edict,  I  asked  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  pre- 
senting Sapinella  with  a  shoe  too  small. 

«<  For  "  said  I,  "  though  I  suppose  her  in  size  to  be  no 
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bigger  than  a  doll,  yet  a  slipper  may  be  made  so  small  that 
even  a  doll  cannot  get  her  foot  into  it." 

Highly  offended  by  this  observation,  the  chief  ambassador 
bestowed  on  me  a  look  of  most  profound  contempt. 

"  Young  man,"  said  he,  "  when  you  have  seen  a  little  more 
of  the  world,  you  will  learn  to  treat  a  fair  one  with  greater 
respect,  whose  fame  can  only  be  unknown  to  yourself,  and 
such  as  resemble  you.  Should  chance  dver  lead  you  to  the 
feet  of  our  princess,  you  will  see  what  sort  of  feet  they  are, 
and  be  obliged  to  confess  that,  Moussellina  the  Serious  ex- 
cepted, she  need  yield  to  no  one  in  point  of  figure.  'Tis  not, 
therefore,  so  much  the  smallness  of  her  foot — ^that  being  per<* 
fecUj  proportioned  to  her  commanding  height,  which  makes 
the  fitting  her  with  shoes  a  matter  of  difficulty — ^as  its  shape, 
elegance,  and  form,  no  less  singular  than  beautiful." 

"  Bat,  my  good  lord  ambassador,''  said  I,  "  suppose  the 
person  who  produces  a  slipper  perfectly  adapted  to  the  shape, 
elegance,  and  singular  form  of  this  beautiful  foot  should  by  no 
means  be  inclined  to  marry  your  infanta,  what  would  be  the 
consequence  of  his  refusal  ? 

"  Should  any  one  be  found,"  answered  the  Dane — **  but  it 
appears  to  me  impossible  that  there  should — so  cold,  so  stupid, 
so  weak  in  judgment,  and  so  deficient  in  taste  as  to  renounce 
Sapinella  of  Jutland's  lawful  possession,  she  is  then  obliged  by 
oath  (her  honour  and  all  belonging  to  it  being  out  of  the  'ques- 
tion) to  grant  him  whatever  favour  he  may  think  proper  to 
demand." 

.  My  reasons  for  asking  this  question,  I  doubt  not,  valiant 
stranger,  are  already  known  to  you.  This  answer  determined 
my  conduct,  for  till  then  my  scruples  had  kept  me  in  suspense. 
Though  the  charming  huntress  still  reigned  in  my  bosom,  not 
to  fall  in  love  with  every  woman  who  came  in  my  way  was  to  me 
Utterly  impossible.     However,  the  moment  they  were  out  of 
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sight  I  forgot  all  others,  and  only  remembered  the  beautiful 
unknown.  The  princess  offered  her  hand  to  him  who  could 
accomplish  a  task  which  she  despaired  of  erer  seeing  per- 
formed ;  on  the  other  hand,  certain  death  was  his  punishment 
who  failed  in  the  attempt.  I  had  long  sought  a  foot  worthy 
the  most  beautiful  shoe  in  the  world ;  Sapinella  had  long 
sought  a  shoe  worthy  the  most  beautifiil  foot  in  the  universe, 
which,  as  she  thought,  bdcwged  to  her  own  person.  If,  on  the 
one  hand,  I  feared,  lest  the  sensibility  of  my  heart  should 
make  me  forget  eyerything  but  her  beauty,  while  I  gazed  on  a 
princess,  who  had  been  painted  to  me  in  colours  so  fascinating; 
on  the  other,  the  aversion  with  which  I  had  always  inspired 
the  whole  sex,  seemed  to  promise  me  a  safe-guard  against  my 
own  weakness.  I  had  travefBed  two  quarters  of  the  world 
without  finding  a  female  who  would  accept  my  heart ;  nor  had 
I  found  any  cocks  except  dunghill  ones,  who  knew  no  more  how 
to  fly  than  I  did  myself.  I  determined  therefore  to  embark  on 
board  one  of  the  ambassador's  vessels  to  try  my  slipper  on  the 
foot  of  the  Danish  princess ;  and  should  I  succeed  in  my 
attempt,  then  to  lead  her  to  the  grotto  in  triumph,  wh^e  dwelt 
tiie  nymph  with  the  steel- bow.  The  ambassadors,  who  really 
were  mighty  good  sort  of  pec^le,  opposed  this  design  with 
much  earnestness.  They  represented  to  me  all  the  difficulties 
of  such  an  enterprise  ;  and  they  assured  me,  that  I  should  find 
it  very  inconvenient  to  be  hung  in  the  flower  of  my  age^  a  fate 
which  I  could  not  escape  should  I  handle  Sapinella 's  foot  with- 
out success.  I  was  obstinate ;  and  as  I  had  not  divulged  to 
him  the  mystery  of  the  beautiful  slipper^  the  chief  ambassador, 
who  was  much  addicted  to  blubbering,  actually  burst  into  tears 
on  seeing  me  ascend  the  vessel. 

The  wind  was  so  favourable,  that  seven  montiis  after  my 
embarkation  I  reached  the  Scandinavian  coast  so  favoured  by 
jtature.     Haying  traversed  those  immense  provinces,  I  at  length 
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itmred  ni  ihe  eonrt  of  FortnnbrasB  with  the  wide  month.  Here 
it  was  that  I  expected  to  meet  with  adTentores  much  mora 
worthy  your  aitentioii  than  those  which  jou  have  jost  heard. 
Judge,  then,  hofw  great  was  mj  ^sappointment  when,  upon 

inquiring  for  the  princess^  I  was  informed 

In  this  part  of  his  history  the  handsome  stranger  was  inter- 
Ripted  by  azx  miezpected  flourish  of  cymbals,  tymbals,  fifes, 
tnoapets,  flage(4ets,  bagpipes,  cowhoms,  and  drams,  which 
fiaddenly  resoimded  through  the  forest.  We  looked  eagerly 
round  us,  and  our  eyes  for  some  time  rested  in  Tain  on  the 
Bpot  whence  the  noise  proceeded.  The  nearer  that  this  sin- 
gtiiarc(Hioert  approached,  the  more  was  our  surprise  augmented, 
M  we  stiil  were  unable  to  discoTer  the  cause.  Suddenly  my 
Becretary  and  the  stranger's  squire,  who  had  climbed  two  lofty 
trees,  and  who  by  this  means  enjoyed  a  more  extensive  look 
Got,  rejoined  us  in  tenror,  and  announced  that  a  troop  of  Arabs, 
whom  the  hills  had  till  <hen  prevented  us  from  descrying,  was 
Been  hastening  towards  us,  no  doubt  intending  to  surround  our 
little  party.  On  receiving  this  intelligence  we  took  our  camels 
irom  oar  attendants,  and  having  mounted  them,  advanced 
boldly  towards  the  robbers,  whom  we  could  now  perceive  ;  but 
we  soon  diseovered  that  the  new-eomers  were  neither  robb^s 
nor  Arabs ;  and  that,  as  to  surrounding  us,  nothing  could  be 
&rther  from  dieir  inclination.  Still  their  appearance  surprised 
OS  not  a  little.  As  £sr  as  our  eyes  could  reach  we  discovered 
an  ever-lengthening  chain  of  camels,  horses,  mules,  and  ele- 
p^ts,  heavily  laden  with  litters,  palanquins,  and  baggage  of 
e««ry  deseripticm.  They  were  escorted  by  a  numerous  body 
of  sol^fflB  and  slaves,  aii  habited  in  chintz,  the  colours  of  which 
v«re  BO  lively  and  brilliant,  that  the  whole  appeared  to  us  a 
iBormg  parterre,  enamelled  wi^  the  choicest  flowers  of  spring 
fi'Bd  summer.  We  stopped  to  observe  the  progress  of  this  sin- 
gidftr  convoy,  in  whose  middle  a  pidanquin,  sparkling  with  gold, 

d2 
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and  adorned  with  designs  of  the  most  exquisite  finish,  failed  not 
to  attract  the  chief  part  of  our  ohservation* 

This  palanquin  was  shut  up  on  all  sides.  Four  slaves  of 
gigantic  stature  bore  it  on  their  shoulders,  while  of  four  satrapa 
on  horse-back  each  supported  an  umbrella  over  it,  to  protect  it 
from  the  heat  of  the  sun.  The  satraps,  the  slaves,  and  the 
palanquin,  were  all  covered  with  chintz  ;  but  that  chintz  was  of 
so  fine  a  texture,  so  admirably  painted,  and  magnificently 
embroidered,  that  my  secretary  (than  whom  nobody  understands 
these  matters  better)  has  frequently  assured  me  since,  that  it 
could  not  be  worth  less  than  two  talents  an  ell.  Kound  the 
palanquin  the  musicians  were  stationed,  whose  concert  had  been 
the  original  means  of  engaging  our  attention.  Unluckily  as 
soon  as  they  approached  us  the  concert  began  again,  and  we 
soon  discovered,  that  in  order  to  remain  in  its  neighbourhood,  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  be  well  used  to  it.  This  unexpected 
music  made  us  start  one  and  all ;  but  it  appeared  so  terrible  to 
our  camels,  that  after  all  the  extravagant  actions  which  sudden 
terror  makes  those  animals  perform,  they  fairly  ran  away  with 
us.  Every  effort  to  hold  them  back  only  redoubled  their  impa* 
tience  to  be  gone,  and  the  impetuosity  with  which  they  hurried 
us  away.  My  secretary's  beast  and  my  own,  who  stuck  close 
together,  turning  short  round  as  if  by  agreement,  dashed  like 
mad  things  through  the  rear,  which  came  loitering  after  the 
rest,  and  trampled  upon  all,  who  happened  to  be  in  their  way. 
The  general  confusion  which  this  occasioned,  and  the  cries  of 
such  as  found  themselves  attacked  in  this  impromptu  manner, 
increased  still  more  the  fury  of  these  infernal  animals,  who 
slackened  not  their  speed,  till  they  reached  the  banks  of  a  large 
river.  Here  for  a  moment  they  stopped  to  take  breath ;  but  the 
recollection  of  their  fright  soon  returning,  they  plunged  into  the 
water,  without  giving  us  the  least  hint  of  their  design.  All 
that  we  could  do  in  this  moment  of  surprise,  was  to  hold  fasi 
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bj  the  ears,  and  endeavour  to  reach  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
riyer,  which  was  both  deep  and  rapid.     We  were  now  abore 
fifteen  stadu  distant  from  the  forest,  where  we  had  caused  so 
much  confasion.     Gladly  would  I  have  returned  thither,  bein^ 
equally  anxious  to  know  what  was  become  of  the  handsome 
Facardin,  and  to  hear  the  conclusion  of  his  adventures.  But  mj 
secretaiy  representing  to  me  the  danger  and  difficulty  of  repass- 
ing the  river,  the  near  approach  of  night,  and  the  fresh  disturb- 
ance which  our  camels  would  occasion,  should  the  same  infernal 
clatter  recommence  on  our  arrival,  I  gave  up  the  point,  and  suf- 
fered him  to  conduct  me  to  a  cottage,  which  we  descried  at  some 
distance.    I  passed  the  night  in  all  the  agonies  of  impatience : 
no  sooner  did  the  morning  dawn,  than  I  again  set  forward, 
anxious  to  learn  what  could  be  meant  by  this  triumphal  proces- 
sion, in  which  chintz  furniture  made  so  conspicuous  a  figure, 
and  still  more  desirous  of  rejoining  Facardin  and  his  shoe,  from 
whom  I  hoped  to  hear  the  catastrophe  of  his  adventures.     Un- 
kekily  a  dreadful  tempest  which  had  not  ceased  during  the 
night,  swelling  the  mountain-torrents,  had  caused  such  an  over- 
flow of  the  river,  that  it  would  have  been  useless  to  attempt  to 
pass  it  or  to  wait  till  the  waters  should  abate.     The  people  with 
whom  I  lodged,  assured  me,  that  all  the  plains  on  that  side 
would  be  inundated  for  at  least  a  month :  thus  then  was  I  sepa- 
rated from  this  amiable  stranger,  of  whom  I  have  never  since 
been  able  to  obtain  a  sight,  in  spite  of  my  anxiety  and  efforts 
to  rejoin  him. 

Here  Dinarzade  heaved  a  deep  sigh,  as  if  just  relieved  from 
some  great 'oppression. 

**  A  thousand  thanks,"  she  cried,  raising  her  hands  to 
heaven,  **  a  thousand  thanks  to  the  satraps  in  chintz,  the 
gilded  palanquin,  the  slaves  who  bore  it,  the  umbrellas  which 
shaded  it,  and  above  all  to  the  flageolets,  fifes,  cymbals,  and 
bagpipes,  which  by  frightening  your  camel,  separated  you  from 
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Faeardin  the  Second !  and  oh !  for  ever  blessed  be  the  river» 
whose  well-timed  oTecflowing  prevented  jou  £rom  falling  in  with 
him  again !  Had  it  not  been  for  that  fortunate  accident,  I  doubt 
not  you  woald  have  wearied  us  as  int(derablj  with  the  end  of  lua 
adyentures,  as  you  have  already  done  with  the  beginning.  For 
Heaven's  sake,  my  dear  prince,  tell  me  at  once,  how  many  years 
it  will  take  you  to  relate  your  history,  and  how  many  volumes 
may  be  made  out  of  your  secretary's  journal ;  unce  though  yoa 
have  now  trespassed  upon  our  good  Sultan's  patience  for  a  very 
considerable  time,  as  you  have  employed  it  entirely  in  recount- 
ing  the  misfortunes  of  another  person,  while  of  your  own  I  have 
not  heard  one  syllable,  I  confess  to  you,  that  I  begin  to  despair 
of  ever  hearing  your  history  conclude. '  '— 

Luckily  Schahriar — ^whose  custom  it  was  to  have  the  soles  of 
his  feet  tickled  by  his  great  cBamberlain — ^had  just  then  fallen 
into  a  gentle  slumber,  and  therefore,  his  sister-in-law's  remarks 
for  this  time  escaped  him.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  accident, 
there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  she  would  not  have  got  off  with 
a  simple  reprimand.  Faeardin,  indeed,  who,  to  give  him  his 
due,  was  extremely  good-humoured,  hastened  to  prevent  the 
Sultan's  being  aware  of  the  interruption,  and  rescued  Dinarzade 
from  his  displeasure  by  resuming  his  discourse* 

"  As  during  the  latter  part  of  my  narration,"  said  he^ 
*'  the  attention  of  your  most  august  and  victorious  Majesty 
seemed  to  be  drawn  off,  by  some  meditations  no  doubt  of  very 
serious  public  and  political  importance ;  in  order  to  connect 
the  broken  threads  of  my  story,  I  wiU  just  repeat  the  heads 
of  what  escaped  you,  while  buried  in  your  o^i  profound 
reflections." 

*'  Don't  give  yourself  the  trouble,"  answered  the  Sultan, 
**  I  have  not  lost  a  syllable  ;  and  to  convince  you  of  it,  I  remem- 
ber, that  while  I  meditated  on  the  means  of  preserving  the  tranr 
quillity  of  my  subjects,  and  the  prospmty  of  my  dominions,  yoa 


THE   FOVB  FACABDINS.  39 

recited,  how  the  palanquinB,  elephants,  chintz  curtainfl,  and 
nmhrellasy  took  to  their  heels,  and  dashed  into  the  sea,  as  soon 
fts  your  squires  and  their  cameb  began  to  play  upon  their  fifea 
and  hag-pipes." 

**  Ezaetly  so !  "  exclaimed  Dinanade ;  *'  the  Prince  of 
Trebiioode  need  only  continne  his  history  ;  and  if  erer  yonr 
Msjesiy  should  take  it  into  yonr  head  to  repeat  the  whole  in  the 
style  of  the  specimen,  which  we  have  just  heard,  1 11  engage  for 
its  being  the  most  carious  narratire,  that  eyer  was  related  in 
mortal  hearing !  " 

*'  Silence ! "  said  the  Sultan ;  '*  I  wish  to  giro  all  my 
attention  to  the  prince.     Trebisonde,  proceed." 

I  was  ccmsiderably  rexed,  continued  Facardin,  at  my  abrupt 
separation  from  the  handsome  stranger,  not  only  because  I 
had  already  imbibed  a  sincere  attachment  to  him,  but  because 
I  meant  to  hare  requested  him  to  change  his  name  ;  lest  the 
exploits  by  which  I  intended  to  make  mine  illustrious,  should 
be  ascribed  indiscriminately  to  one  or  other  of  the  only  twQ 
Faeardins  existing.  Howerer,  but  a  short  time  elapsed,  ere  I 
discoTered  that  this  precaution  would  hare  been  of  no  avail 

Some  persons  hare  minds  so  inactive  as  to  pass  whole  hours 
without  opening  their  lips,  and  this  more  particularly  happens 
when  they  are  alone.  For  my  part,  never  having  been  afflicted 
with  that  SQpineness  of  imagination,  which  leads  people  to  medi- 
tate on  the  various  objects  which  present  themselves  to  travellers 
inthout  discussing  them  by  word  of  mouth,  whenever  I  had 
iH>body  else  to  converse  with,  I  held  a  conversation  with  myself. 
Sometimes  I  repeated  a  scene  or  two  from  some  new  play ; 
Bometimes  I  hummed  a  favourite  air,  and  at  other  times  I 
wbistled  it.  In  short,  I  made  use  of  every  source  of  amuse- 
ment, which  talents  and  an  excellent  education  could  supply, 
instead  of  wasting  my  time  in  building  castles  in  the  air,  like 
ihe  stopid  dreamers  to  whom  I  just  now  alluded.     It  is  true 
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my  secretary  did  not  come  under  this  description  ;  but  then  he 
had  another  whim,  which  was  not  a  jot  more  sensible  or  enter- 
taining. Every  twelve  yards  he  halted,  and  drawing  out  a 
portfolio  crammed  full  of  his  remarks,  he  busied  himself  with 
the  utmost  gravity  in  chalking  down  all  the  rivers,  castles, 
wind-mills,  mountains,  and  pigeon-houses,  which  he  saW 
from  the  road.  One  day  in  particular  he  put  me  out  of  aU 
patience. 

"  I  wonder.  Jessamin,"  said  I ;  **  I  wonder,  that  with  such 
a  long  beard  hanging  down  to  your  girdle,  you  are  not  ashamed 
of  being  so  childish  as  to  keep  eternally  scratching  and  scrawl- 
ing, when  you  might  employ  yourself  so  much  better  in  remain-^ 
ing  near  me,  listening  to  my  discourse,  and  replying  to  my 
questions.  Fry* thee,  put  up  that  bundle  of  trash,  and  look  in 
your  list  of  perilous  adventures,  for  that  which  happens  to  be 
nearest  at  hand  ;  for  in  fact  I  am  heartily  weary  of  wandering 
about,  as  I  have  done,  for  these  last  three  weeks^  without 
knowing  where  I  am,  or  whither  going." 

As  I  said  this,  we  approached  a  bridge,  which  he  was  just 
then  in  the  very  act  of  drawing  ;  nor  was  it  without  infinite 
reluctance,  that  he  had  consented  to  lay  aside  his  employment. 
However,  my  orders  being  repeated,  he  prepared  to  obey  me ; 
when  suddenly  our  camels  began  to  whine,  and  snuff,  and 
seemed  to  be  seized  with  some  violent  panic.  A  moment  after 
we  heard  the  tuning  of  instruments,  and  immediately  about  half- 
a-dozen  persons  appeared  at  the  other  end  of  the  bridge.  They 
were  all  dressed  in  a  sort  of  chintz  uniform,  and  no  sooner  did 
they  descry  us,  than  they  began  to  get  their  instruments  in 
order  and  tune,  by  way  of  doing  honour  to  our  approach. 
Perceiving  these  musicians  to  be  of  the  same  kind  with  those 
whom  we  had  left  in  the  forest,  we  begged  leave  by  signs  to 
decline  the  serenade,  with  which  they  were  preparing  to  com- 
pliment us.     They  easily  discovered  by  the  violent  agitation  of 
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our  camels,  that  we  made  this  request  on  their  account.     XJn< 

luckily  the  distress  of  these  beasts  appeared  to  the  musicianfl 

so  entertainingy  that  as  they  staggered  across  the  bridge  (for 

they  were  completely  drunk)  they  thought  proper  to  heighten 

it  by  an  additional  symphony.     No  sooner  were  the  first  notes 

audible,  than  my  secretary's  camel,  recollecting  the  means  by 

which  he  had  just  escaped,  dashed  into   the  riyer  without 

hesitation  ;  and  while  in  hopes  of  gaining  the  opposite  bank 

his  master  held  fast  by  the  neck,  the  curious  memoirs  of  our 

toivels,  which  be'  had  not  had  time  to  put  np,  floated  down  the 

Stream  to  onr  great  discomfiture.     With  respect  to  my  camel. 

the  principal  musician  had  seized  him  by  the  bridle,  and  the 

others  prevented  him  from  rejoining  his  companion.     When 

the  poor  beast  found  that  all  avenues  to  escape  were  barred^ 

he  dropped  on  his  knees,  trembling  like  an  aspen  ;  he  shut 

his  eyes,  not  being  able  to  shut  his  ears,  and  sent  forth 

such  melancholy  cries   and  groans,  that  I  found  it  impos* 

Bible  to  refrain  from  laughter ;  especially  when  I  heard  the 

other  camel,  affected  by  his  friend's  situation,  answer   her 

in  the  same  pathetic  stream  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 

river. 

I  sprang  upon  my  feet ;  and  the  principal  musician,  who 
still  held  my  camel's  bridle,  having  persuaded  his  companions 
to  withdraw  (for  he  dreaded  lest  they  should  occasion  some 
new  alarm),  conducted  me  across  the  bridge,  frequently  apolo- 
gising for  the  insolence  of  these  drunkards.  He  informed 
me  that  they  belonged  to  a  band,  with  the  other  members  of 
which,  he  supposed,  I  had  not  come  in  contact ;  since,  to  judge 
from  tay  camel's  turn  of  mind,  he  thought,  that  had  he  heard 
them,  the  animal  must  have  died  of  the  fright,  they  being  very 
Bumerous,  and  being  positively  ordered  to  play  on  all  their 
instruments,  as  soon  as  a  stranger  appeared  in  sight.  He 
added,  that  he  had  staid  behind  in  order  to  collect  these  rascals 
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together,  who  had  separated  themselyes  from  the  convoy,  in 
order  to  drink  at  the  different  ale-hoases  on  the  road,  and  that 
he  must  hasten  to  rejoin  the  train  of  the  princess. 

*'  What  princess  ?  "  said  I. 

*<  Moussellina  the  Serious,"  answered  my  new  acquaintance ; 
''who  is  retuniing  to  her  father's  dominiims  in  hopes  of 
laughing." 

''  Of  laaghing !  "  I  exclaimed ;  **  what  can  you  mean  ?  " 

*^  I  mean,"  replied  he,  *'  that  she  has  heen  travelling  about 
iw  these  three  months  for  the  sole  purpose  of  laughing,  and  it 
is  for  the  sole  purpose  of  laughing,  that  she  now  returns  to  her 
native  land.  But  what  a  simpleton  am  I,"  he  continued,  '<  to 
think  it  necessary  to  explain  to  you  what  yon  must  know  so 
much  hotter  than  myself." 

Thus  saying,  he  hastened  to  rejoin  his  companions,  as  fast 
as  he  could  lay  legs  to  the  ground.  It  was  in  vain  that  I 
called  after  him,  begging  him  to  come  back,  and  satisfy  my 
curiosity :  he  turned  not  his  head  towards  me,  and  nothing 
could  persuade  my  secretary  to  let  me  mount  my  camel  and 
follow  him  ;  for  Jessamin  protested  that  he  had  rather  die 
than  be  again  in  the  power  of  that  unmerciful  music.  We 
hastened,  therefore,  to  escape  from  it ;  he  lamenting  the  loss 
of  his  journal,  and  I,  that  of  an  explanatiaD  respecting  the 
princess  of  Astracan.  I  might  hare  passed  the  time  till  mid* 
night  in  these  reflections,  had  I  chosen  it,  for  my  secretary  kepfe 
at  a  considerable  distance  behind,  probably  endeavouring  to 
set  down  the  heads  of  the  adventures  which  had  been  contained 
in  his  journal ;  but  the  silence  which  his  revery  compelled  me 
to  observe  becoming  intolerable,  I  stopped,  and  waited  till  he 
came  up  with  me. 

'*  Jessamin,"  said  I,  as  soon  as  he  joined  me,  "  look  among 
your  papers  for  the  list  of  places,  ol  which  the  enchantments 
and  perils  are  Hkely  to  furnish  me  with  some  employment ;  I 
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wish^  a9  I  told  yon  before,  to  go  immediately  to  thoee,  whiek 
are  nearest  at  band." 

**  Look  for  it  yourself/*  answered  he,  peeviflbly  ;  '*  all  my 
listS;  journals,  and  papers  of  every  description  are  following  the 
eourse  of  the  rirer,  while  I  am  following  your  Highness  on  thia 
deyil  of  a  camel,  who  makes  me  eyery  moment  giye  myself  np 
for  lost ;  nay,  he  is  eyen  a  great  obstacle  to  my  salvation,  so 
often  does  he  put  me  under  the  necessity  of  cursing  both  him- 
self and  cur  great  prc^het  for  introducing  him  into  the  world. 
If  jou  like  it,  my  lord,  you  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  follow 
these  papers,  which  in  fact  are  commentaries  of  our  illustrious 
actions  :  for  my  own  part,  I  am  not  quite  so  great  a  fool  as  to 
nm  the  risk  of  drowning  in  the  attempt  to  fish  them  up.  But 
for  Heaven's  sake,  where  is  the  use  of  scampering  after  adven- 
tures in  your  present  equipage  I  Is  it  not  clear  that,  however 
great  may  be  your  courage,  there  needs  but  a  fiddle  to  make 
you  run  from  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other  ?  I  would 
really  advise  you  to  restrain  this  violent  thirst  for  glory  which 
torments  yoa,  til)  you  have  a  better  chance  of  satisfying  it.  We 
are  now  within  three  days'  journey  of  the  Persian  Gulf.  In  the 
city,  which  is  enriched  by  ^e  commerce  of  that  sea,  you  may 
find  the  most  beautifol  horses  in  tibe  universe  :  there,  if  your 
Highness  will  take  my  advice,  you  will  get  rid  of  these  unlucky 
camels,  and  mount  yourself  according  to  the  established  fashion 
of  knights>errant,  instead  of  trotting  about  the  world  like  Arme- 
nian merchants,  or  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  Mecca." 

I  took  his  advice.  On  the  third  day  after  this  passed,  we 
discovered  the  banks  of  the  Red  Sea,  having  travelled  without 
meeting  with  any  firesh  accident,  that  ia  to  say,  without  falling 
in  with  any  musie  by  the  way.  The  sun  was  just  setting ;  and 
I  beheld  with  infinite  pleasure  the  variety  of  brilliant  hues 
"with  which  its  rays  tinged  the  surface  of  these  waters.  I  could 
have  sworn  that  a  purple  carpet  had  been  spread  over  them  ; 
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for  the  colour  of  ihe  sea,  and  that  of  the  light  in  which  it 
sparkled,  were  mingled  together  in  a  manner  at  once  the  most 
splendid  and  heautiful.  Mj  secretary,  who  now  kept  close  to 
me,  asked  whether  I  knew  how  these  waters  had  obtained  the 
appellation  of  the  Red  Sea ;  I  answered,  that  I  supposed  it 
had  been  given  them  on  account  of  their  colour. 

"Quite  the  contrary,"  said  he;  "they  are  no  more  red 
than  you  are  ;  and  since  it  will  be  an  hoiu*  before  we  reach 
Florispahan,  the  capital  of  Arabia  PetrsBa,  I  may  as  well  employ 
the  time  in  explaining  this  matter." 

He  had  not  time  to  begin  his  story,  before  something  glitter^ 
ing,  which  appeared  on  the  water  at  a  considerable  distancci 
attracted  my  attention.  The  sun  was  already  sunk  beneath 
the  waves,  and  his  last  beams  illuminating  this  object,  we 
imagined,  at  first,  that  a  golden  hillock  was  floating  towards  us. 
As  it  approached,  we  could  perceive  an  infinity  of  streamers 
fluttering  in  the  wind,  and  at  length  ascertained  that  a  bark 
was  drawing  near  us,  which  was  covered  with  gold  from  the 
extremity  of  the  mast  to  the  very  surface  of  the  ocean.  It  was 
conducted  by  two  dwarfs,  extremely  black,  and  extremely 
deformed.  As  soon  as  it  touched  the  shore,  there  came  out  a 
kind  of  nymph,  more  ornamented  than  heaven,  and  more 
hideous  than  hell.  While  I  busied  myself  in  conjecturing  how 
it  was  possible  to  be  at  once  so  young  and  so  ugly,  she  threw 
herself  at  my  feet,  and  embraced  my  knees,  before  I  could 
possibly  prevent  her. 

"Invincible  knight!  *'  said  she,  ** follow  me,  and  preserve 
the  most  precious  life  that  ever  yet  was  given  to  a  mortal ! 
But  first  swear  to  me,  that  however  dangerous  may  be  the 
undertaking,  that  however  disagreeable  may  be  its  conditions, 
you  will  not  hesitate  to  attempt  the  deliverance  of  a  beauty, 
more  perfect  than  till  now  the  universe  could  ever  boast." 
Here  as  she  began  to  weep,  I  raised  her  from  the  ground. 
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azudons  to  spare  myself  the  wry  faces,  which  she  then  thought 
proper  to  make :  nay,  I  had  abready  opened  my  mouth  to 
give  the  oath  required,  when  my  secretary  clapped  his  hand 
before  it. 

**  Stay  one  moment,  my  lord,"  said  he  ;  **  before  you  engage 
yonrself,  let  me  ask  this  young  lady  a  few  questions.''  Then 
taking  off  his  bonnet,  and  shaking  his  long  beard,  "  Either  my 
name  is  not  Jessamin,"  he  continued,  **  or  you  come  from  the 
Crystal  Island — ^am  I  right,  sweetheart  ?  " 

"Hold  your  tongue,  child,"  answered  she ;  "  my  business  is 
not  with  you,  but  with  your  master.  Yes,  amiable  youth !  " 
she  added,  <'it  is  to  you  that  I  am  sent.  The  paragon  of 
beauty  has  just  entered  the  bath,  and  unless  you  are  so  con- 
descending as  to  see  her  come  out  of  it,  nerer  must  she  enter 
it  again !  In  defiance  therefore  of  your  page  Jessamin,  swear 
to  follow  me  !  Swear  to  me  this,  and  in  return  may  the  dew 
of  morning  cool  your  sweet  slumbers ;  may  the  zephyrs  of 
eyening  breathe  gently  on  your  cheeks  ;  and  may  the  accents 
of  your  well-beloyed  be  as  fayourable  to  your  wishes,  as  the 
cock's  crow  is  grateful  to  the  ear  of  him,  whose  couch  during 
the  night  sleep  hath  denied  to  visit !  " 

These  prayers  were  so  extremely  kind  and  acceptable,  that 
I  could  not  think  of  rejecting  the  nymph's  request.  I  took  the 
oath,  which  she  tendered,  and  swore  that,  happen  what  mighty 
I  would  not  only  see  the  lady,  whom  she  mentioned,  step  out  of 
the  bath,  but  afterwards  would  do  my  utmost  to  effect  her 
ieiiyerance.  My  secretary  no  sooner  heard  me  make  this  yow, 
than  he  judged  it  expedient  to  tear  his  hair,  pluck  out  his 
beard  by  the  roots,  and  utter  groans  and  lamentations  the  most 
deplorable. 

"  Unhappy  prince  I  "  cried  he  ;  **  what  eyil  star  conducted 
you  hither  to  engage  in  an  enterprise,  whose  eyent  must  either 
prove  your  nun,  or  entail  on  you  everlasting  dishonour.     None 
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but  a  satyr,  or  the  offspring  of  some  Spanish  fly,  would  dare 
even  to  think  of  an  adrentiire,  which  jou  hare  sworn  to 
attempt,  but  which  I  will  take  mj  oath,  jou  will  never  accom- 
plish !  Howeyer,  I  have  still  one  means  in  my  power  to  release 
you  from  the  tow,  which  you  hare  just  made  so  rashly !  ** 

Thus  saying,  he  drew  his  dagger,  and  rushed  upon  the 
ambassadress,  no  doubt  intending  to  kill  hw.  I  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  preyenting  this  act  of  passion,  or  in  finding  words  to 
express,  how  much  I  disapproved  of  his  unmanly  transport* 
However,  so  far  was  I  from  exciting  his  contrition,  that  seeing 
me  on  the  point  of  embarking  without  him,  (such  was  the  law 
of  this  adventure,)  and  finding  that  I  positively  forbade  his 
accompanying  me,  he  gave  way  to  an  impulse  of  passion  not 
less  violent  than  unavailing. 

**  May  the  sea,"  he  exclaimed,  "  swallow  up  the  gilded 
bark,  the  furbelowed  monkey  who  is  just  on  the  point  of 
entering  it,  and  the  unfortunate  Facardin,  who  is  now  preparing 
to  follow  her." 

On  hearing  my  name,  my  conductress  examined  me  with  a 
look  of  surprise,  and  asked  me,  if  in  truth  my  name  was 
Facardin. 

«  Why  should  it  not  be  so  ?  "  said  I. 

However,  not  satisfied  with  this  answer,  she  addressed  her- 
self to  my  secretary,  who  was  still  weeping  by  the  water  s  edge* 

'*  Venerable  Jessamin!  "  said  she,  'Hell  me  the  truth ;  is 
your  master  really  called  Facardin  ?  " 

Hoping  that  this  would  be  of  service  to  me,  he  called  Heaven 
to  witness,  that  such  was  my  real  name. 

*'  Then  let  me  away  without  loss  of  time,"  said  she,  *^  since 
I  possess  the  invincible  Facardin  ;  but  if  this  stranger  is  really 
he,  what  is  become  of  the  other  half  of  Hm  ?  ** 

l^ot  understanding  this  question,  I  did  not  attempt  to  answer 
it.     The  gilded  bark  made  its  way  with  incredible  swiftness^ 
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tod  soon  losing  sight  of  tliat  shore  on  which  the  inconsotable 
Jessamin  was  still  Tenting  his  laanentations,  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
landed  ns  upon  another, 

Tkn  was  an  immense  rock,  which  rose  in  the  midst  of  the 
sea.  It  appeared  to  be  transparent,  and  as  soon  as  we  disem- 
barked, I  perc^Ted  that  it  was  entirely  composed  of  cr jstaL 
A  female,  more  adyanoed  in  years,  more  splendid  in  dress,  and 
more  frightful  in  feature  than  my  conductress,  came  in  all  haste 
to  receive  us. 

*'  Take  courage !  "  cried  the  nym^  of  the  bark,  as  soon  aa 
tiie  new-comer  was  within  hearing  ;  '*  I  bring  what  our  charm- 
h^  mistress  has  sought  for  so  long  in  vain.  This  is  the  great 
Fwardin!" 

"  The  great  devil!  '*  answered  the  other  ;  "  why,  you  must 
be  mad,  Harpiana,  to  mistake  this  shrimp  for  the  inyincible 
Facardin !  But  no  matter.  We  ^all  soon  see  of  what  stuff 
tins  daring  youth  is  composed  ;  and  as  he  seems  likely  to  fail 
in  the  yery  preliminaries,  we  shall  at  least  haye  the  comfort  of 
seeing  him  flayed,  while  they  bum  the  unfortunate  Crystallina! 
Has  he  taken  the  oath  ?  " 

**  He  has,*'  answered  the  first  scarecrow,  **  and  so  readily, 
that  I  am  almost  sorry  for  his  fate." 

"  Disarm  him  then,"  rejoined  the  other,  **  while  I  announce 
his  aniral  to  our  charming  mistress." 

"  Softly,"  said  I ;  *'  a  moment's  patience,  if  you  please,  Miss 
Monster ;  let  me  inform  you,  that  if  you  pronounce  the  word 
*  disarm,'  a  second  time,  I  shall  whip  both  your  ugly  heads 
from  off  your  shoxdders." 

Thus  saying,  I  displayed  my  sword :  they  seemed  not  a  little 
tonfonnded  at  a  proceeding  so  unexpected. 

"Conduct  me,"  I  continued,  "immediately  to  this  lady, 
^hom  I  haye  sworn  to  protect,  in  order  that  without  loss  of 
Miue  I  may  deliyer  her  from  a  danger  which  appears  to  be  so 
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pressing.  Truly,  it  would  be  extremely  well-tiined  to  give 
away  my  arms,  when  I  come  here  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
fighting ! " 

*'  Flower  of  chivalry !  '*  said  she  who  had  come  to  receive  us, 
"  do  as  we  request,  since  resistance  will  be  in  vain.  Give  up 
your  arms,  and  I  swear  to  you  by  the  prophet  Ali,  the  original 
inventor  of  green  turbans,  that  if  you  meet  a  single  enemy  with 
arms,  yours  shall  be  restored  to  you." 

I  suffered  myself  to  be  prevailed  upon  ;  and  retaining  only 
my  sword,  which  nothing  could  induce  me  to  relinquish,  I  fol- 
lowed, wherever  these  damsels  chose  to  lead  me.  In  my  way 
I  observed  a  number  of  persons,  the  singularity  of  whose 
appearance  surprised  me  not  a  little :  they  were  men  in  female 
dresses^  who  being  each  provided  with  a  spindle  and  distaff, 
were  spinning  with  great  application,  as  we  passed  along.  I 
inquired  the  meaning  of  this  humiliating  masquerade.  I  was 
answered,  that  I  was  imlucky  in  not  being  permitted  to  increase 
their  number ;  that  all  these  persons  had  been  adventurers  like 
myself,  who  having  taken  the  same  oath,  preferred  passing 
their  lives  in  this  degrading  situation  to  engaging  in  the  enter- 
prise at  the  risk  of  being  flayed,  if  they  failed  to  accomplish 
it ;  but  that  no  choice  was  left  for  him  who  should  present 
himself  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  (that  space  of  time  being 
allotted  for  the  trial)  e](cept  to  attempt  the  deliverance  of  the 
lady,  or  be  flayed  without  further  delay. 

"  May  I  ask,"  said  I,  "  the  nature  of  this  perilous  exploit?" 

**  Our  lovely  mistress  will  inform  you,**  answered  one  of  my 
guides,  "  as  soon  as  you  are  presented  to  her." 

It  would  have  been  difficult  to  walk,  and,  indeed,  to  keep 
one's  feet  on  an  island  of  crystal,  if  the  roads  had  not  been, 
strown  with  diamond  dust.  It  was  already  night ;  nor  should 
I  have  been  able  to  distinguish  the  several  objects  which  pre- 
.sented  themselves,  had  not  the  rock  been  hollowed  out  with 


TEDS  FOUB  FAGARDINS.  49 

mucL  labour  in  yarious  places,  where  orange  trees  were  intro- 
duced,  from  wbose  branches  large  crystal  chandeliers  and  a 
profusion  of  burmng  lamps  depended.  This  made  the  whole 
island  as  bright  as  if  it  had  been  day. 

We  were  situated  directly  under  the  torrid  zone,  scarcely 
four  degrees  removed  from  the  equinoctial  line.  The  sun  during 
the  day  had  darted  his  rays  full  upon  this  immense  mass  of 
crystal,  the  air  was  considerably  heated,  and  not  a  breath  of  wind 
was  stirring  after  twilight.  Consequently,  I  was  almost  suffo* 
cated  with  heat  by  the  time  that  I  reached  the  other  end  of  the 
rock.  On  the  brink  of  it  I  perceiyed  a  square  pavilion,  in 
which  both  my  guides  advised  me  to  take  some  repose.  I 
found  there  all  sorts  of  refreshment,  and  hastened  to  enjoy  that 
of  bathing,  at  the  request  of  my  attendants,  who  assisted  me  to 
undress,  but  who  failed  in  persuading  me  to  commit  my  sabre 
to  their  care,  as  I  scrupled  not  to  do  my  garments.  In  vain 
did  they  exert  their  lungs  in  assuring  me  that  nobody  in  this 
world  ever  bathed  sword  in  hand.  All  their  remonstrances 
proved  fruitless  ;  I  not  only  entered  the  bath,  but  came  out  of 
it  in  this  warlike  posture.  A  magnificent  night-gown  was 
immediately  thrown  over  my  shoulders ;  and  while  I  eat  of 
what  was  set  before  me,  and  appeased  my  thirst  with 
cool  and  delicious  wines,  my  clothes  were  carried  off  by  my 
conductresses. 

The  day  broke.  After  demanding  my  clothes  without  suc- 
cess, I  was  desired  to  set  forward ;  and  also  was  entreated 
once  more  to  lay  aside  my  clumsy,  ill-looking  scymitar,  which 
would  be  totally  useless  in  the  business  for  which  I  was 
preparing. 

**  Pry 'thee,"  said  I,  "  talk  no  more  about  my  scymitar.  As 
it  is,  I  want  only  a  close  cap,  a  distaff  instead  of  a  sword,  and 
a  jacket  and  petticoat,  to  be  dressed  like  those  wretches  whom 
I  saw  in  my  way  hither!  " 
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Finding  me  deaf  to  all  entreaties  respecting  tlie  sword,  of 
irliich  thej  were  so  anxious  to  deprive  me,  they  conducted  me 
without  more  delay  to  a  bridge,  which  connected  the  crystal 
rock  with  the  most  delightful  meadow  that  I  ever  beheld.  Here 
the  two  ladies  left  me.  Wh^i  I  had  crossed  the  bridge,  two 
little  negroes,  even  more  deformed  than  those  who  had  managed 
the  bark,  closed  behind  me  a  brazen  barrier,  and  with  a  low 
bow  demanded  my  sword.  I  answered  that  this  request  being^ 
particularly  disagreeable  to  me,  if  they  mentioned  it  again  I 
should  be  under  the  necessity  of  cleaving  them  from  the  head 
to  the  navel.  This  threat  put  them  in  such  terror,  that  away 
they  ran  over  the  meadow  like  two  black  kids.  I  followed 
them  vdthout  hurrying  myself,  till  I  came  near  a  palace,  which 
could  not  well  avoid  being  transparent,  for  the  walls  were 
formed  of  the  clearest  and  most  beautiful  plate  glass  that  the 
world  ever  produced.  Near  this  palace  was  raised,  by  means 
of  golden  pegs  and  c(»rds  of  purple,  a  magnificent  pavilion.  I 
have  since  heard  that  it  belonged  formerly  to  the  unfortunate 
Darius,  of  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  lineal  descendant. 

In  this  tent,  which  was  open  in  the  front,  I  perceived  a  bed^ 
if  possible  more  rich  and  elegant  than  that  which  now  contains 
the  charms  of  the  divine  Scherazede.  These  objects  would  not 
have  given  the  most  distant  idea  of  a  perilous  adventure  had  they 
not  been  placed  in  a  very  disagreeable  neighbourhood  ;  for,  to 
the  right  of  the  transparent  palace,  there  was  erected  a  pile  of 
wood,  evidently  intended  to  bum  some  criminal ;  and  on  the 
left  I  observed  a  kind  of  altar,  the  four  comers  of  which  were 
provided  with  iron  rings  for  the  purpose  of  fastening  the  victim, 
and  with  sacrificial  knives  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  his  throat. 
Though  I  never  could  even  form  an  idea  what  it  was  to  be  a£raid, 
I  confess  a  little  kind  of  inquietude  passed  through  my  head  like 
a  vapour  when  I  remembered  what  I  had  heard  respecting  thq 
crystal  rock.     However,  no  person  being  in  the  tent,  though 
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the  hed  seemed  prepared  for  Bome1x>d7, 1  approached  the  little 
palace,  and  here  the  first  light  was  thrown  upon  the  singolar 
adrenture  in  whicH  I  was  engaged.     Chance  had  conducted  me 
to  the  bathing-room.    To  enter  it  would  hare  been  mmecesBarjy 
since  I  could  distinguish  perfectly  well  through  the  walls  what 
was  passing  within.     Four  negresseSy  more  dingy,  more  fiat- 
nosed,  and  less  dressed  than  any  to  be  found  in  the  heart  of 
Guinea,  surrounded  a  marble  bason,  in  which,  according  to  all 
appearances,  their  mistress  was  waiting  for  my  arriyal  to  begin 
ihe  adventure*     As  soon  as  they  perceived  me,  these  ladies-in- 
waiting  ranged  themselves  in  a  line ;  and  immediately  the 
admirable  Crystallina  stepped  out  of  the  water  with  as  few 
dothes  on  as  it  was  possible  to  have  without  being  stark  naked. 
She  remained  in  the  midst  of  these  four  ugly  old  toads  a  con- 
siderable time  before  they  could  find  anything  with  which  to 
cover  her.     This  piece  of  art  did  not  escape  me  ;  but  though  I 
conceived  that  her  complexion  must  be  seen  to  great  advantage 
while  contrasted  with  the  horrible  figures  around  her,  I  own  I 
was  much  struck  with  the  dazzling  whiteness  of  her  skin ; 
and  I  looked  with  contempt  upon  the  perils  of  the  enterprise 
while  I  reflected  that  this  uncommon  beauty  would  certainly 
feel  some  gratitude  for  the  service  which  I  hoped  shortly  to 
render  her. 

While  such  were  my  reflections,  the  lady  and  her  attendants 
disappeared  I  know  not  how*  In  a  few  moments  after  one  of 
the  negresses  came  to  say  that  her  mistress,  the  heavenly 
Crystallina,  that  divinity  whom  I  had  just  been  so  fortunate  as 
[  to  see  bathing,  waited  for  me  in  her  apartment,  where  she  was 
'  lust  gone  to  bed,  and  hoped  that  I  would  make,  haste  to  pre- 
serve her  life  by  my  politeness  and  generosity.  Scarcely  could 
I  believe  that  this  message,  at  once  so  flattering  and  so  free, 
was  not  sent  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  jest  of  me. 

''The  adventure  may  end  as  it  pleases,"  said  I  to  myself, 
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*' provided  it  begins  as  this  obliging  ambassadress  gives  me 
hopes  that  it  will." 

I  followed  her  with  great  eagerness,  and  on  her  part  she 
lost  no  time.     I  guessed  that  she  was  leading  me  to  the  tent 
of  Darius,  and  no  sooner  had  I  entered  than  it  was  surrounded 
by  a  troop  of  soldiers  completely  armed.     The  nymph  Crystal- 
lina  desired  me  to  sit  down  for  a  moment  at  her  bed's  head  ; 
and  being  obeyed,  she  next  rang  a  golden  bell.     Immediately 
an  old  man  appeared,  whose  beard  was  at  least  three  feet 
longer  than  my  secretary's  ;  in  his  left  hand  he  held  a  scythe, 
and  in  his  right  a  small  clock,  having  placed  which  on  the  other 
side  of  the  bed  he  retired.     To  him  succeeded  two  figures  still 
more  extraordinary.    The  first  was  a  sort  of  high-priest,  respect- 
able from  his  habit,  but  of  an  aspect  the  most  ferocious.    Among 
his  sacred  ornaments  was  included  a  great  butcher's  knife, 
which  was  stuck  in  his  girdle,  and  his  beard  was  even  longer 
than  the  one  which  I  had  just  seen.     The  other  was  a  black- 
smith, at  least  so  I  supposed,  from  his  having  a  hammer,  a 
file,  and  a  bag  of  nails  ;  besides  this  he  held  a  brazen  hoop, 
on  which  was  strung  a  variety  of  rings  of  different  sorts.     This 
hoop  he  fastened  to  an  iron  staple,  which  was  fastened  to  the 
floor  by  a  broad  plate  of  gold.     The  lady  from  whom  this  mum- 
mery had  drawn  my  attention  now  desired  me  to  make  the  first 
effort  towards  her  deliverance  by  bringing  her  one  of  those 
tings  ;  that  done,  the  adventure  would  be  accomplished,  and 
I  should  remain  sole  master  of  her  person  and  her  treasures. 
These  words  made  me  examine  her  again,  but  she  was  now 
too  close  for  me  to  be  as  much  charmed  with  her  as  I  had  been 
at  first  sight.     In  spite  of  the  art  which  she  had  used  to  con- 
ceal her  beauty's  decay,  she  seemed  to  be  much  gone  by.     I 
suppose  she  thought  that  the  suspicion  of  her  being  painted 
occasioned  my  surprise ;  for,  in  order  to  show  me  that  she  was 
not^  she  immediately  took  great  pains  to  display  her  arms  and 
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bosom.  This  convinced  me  beyond  a  doubt  that  she  was 
daubed  from  head  to  foot,  and  she  now  disgusted  me  as  much 
as  she  had  enchanted  me  on  her  first  appearance.  However, 
as  1  had  promised  to  undertake  this  adventure,  and  as  all  she 
wanted  was  one  of  these  rings,  I  advanced  towards  the  brazen 
hoop  on  which  they  were  strung. 

*'  Hold,"  my  little  friend,  said  the  long-bearded  arch- 
bishop, who  now  perceived  that  I  was  armed  ;  **  Hold !  "  said 
he  in  Arabic  ;  "  who  taught  you  to  appear  sword  in  hand  in  a 
lady's  bed-chamber  ?  Dovra  on  your  knees,  young  man,  and 
give  me  that  useless  weapon  without  delay." 
.  I  cannot  describe,  magnanimous  empefor,  the  fury  which  I 
felt  at  hearing  this  piece  of  insolence.  However,  I  strove  to 
repress  it,  lest  I  should  betray  myself  into  some  impropriety. 

"  Mr.  Parson  !  "  said  I,  "  what  you  have  just  said  has  been 
dinned  into  my  ears  by  all  the  rabble  of  this  place ;  and  I  now 
assure  you,  that  if  such  another  speech  comes  out  of  that  bush, 
which  covers  your  face,  I  shall  strike  off  your  head,  and  convert 
it  into  a  scrubbing-brush !  " 

In  finishing  this  compliment  I  made  my  sword  whistle  twice 
or  thrice  about  his  ears.  I  soon  perceived,  that  as  all  these 
islanders  made  the  same  request,  my  answer  produced  the 
same  effect  upon  every  one  of  them  ;  for  after  ducking  several 
times  under  my  sword,  my  friend  the  high-priest  took  to  his 
heels,  and  the  blacksmith  did  not  stay  long  behind  him. 

No  sooner  were  they  departed,  than  I  hastened  to  end  the 
Adventure  by  bringing  a  ring  to  the  fairy  Crystallina,  for  I 
supposed  that  I  might  have  one  for  the  trouble  of  taking.  But 
though  I  possessed  more  strength  than  the  gods  bestow  upon 
many,  it  was  in  vain  that  I  exerted  it,  and  tried  each  ring 
Beparately;  not  one  could  I  move.  Piqued  at  a  resistance 
which  I  did  not  expect,  I  redoubled  my  efforts,  but  with  no 
better  success.     At  length  recollecting  Alexander's  method  of 
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dividing  the  Oordian  knot,  I  was  going  to  procure  one  of  the 
blacksmith's  files,  when  the  nymph  desired  me  to  resume  mj 
place  near  her. 

**  It  is  not  on  exertions  of  this  nature/'  said  she,  when  I  had 
obeyed  her,  **  that  my  safety,  and  also  your  own  depend.  It 
is  evident,  that  as  you  now  employ  it,  no  strength  can  obtain 
for  me  one  of  these  rings  ;  however,  there  is  a  way  oi  disen« 
gaging  them  witii  as  much  ease  as  if  the  brazen  hoop  were 
open.  Take  breath  while  I  explain  it  to  you,  and  in  the  mean* 
while  examine  with  attention  the  furniture  of  this  tent." 

I  threw  my  eyes  round,  and  perodved  besides  the  dock  and 
the  brazen  hoop,  a  crystal  wardrobe  and  two  spinning-wheels« 
The  lady  perceiving  that  I  was  ready  to  hear  her,  addressed  me 
in  the  following  manner : — 
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Nature  bestowed  on  me  those  sentiments  of  {Hrudence  and 
virtue,  which  in  others  are  merely  the  effects  of  education ;  but 
with  them  Z  also  possessed  a  degree  of  curiosity,  which  I  never 
eould  succeed  in  repressing.  My  mother,  who  wished  to  pre- 
serve me  in  all  the  purity  of  original  innocence,  suffered  nothing 
male  to  approach  our  dwelling.  In  a  short  time  my  curiosity 
had  no  other  object  than  the  sight  of  a  creature,  of  whcmi  I  only 
knew  the  name.  In  vain  was  that  creature  described  to  me  as 
a  horrible  monster,  who  would  devour  me  the  moment  that  I 
met  his  eyes.  My  curiodty  daily  grew  more  urgent,  and  at 
twelve  years  old  it  was  so  violent,  that  I  resolved  to  run  away, 
and  see  a  mati,  cost  what  it  might.  Accordingly,  one  night 
when  the  family  was  buried  in  sleep,  I  dropped  from  my 
window  into  the  garden,  of  which  I  next  scaled  the  wall.  I 
jumped  down  on  the  other  side  at  the  risk  of  my  life ;  and  all 
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this  trouble  did  I  take  in  hopes  of  finding  an  animal,  whom  I 
^expected  to  devour  me !  I  ran  like  a  mad  thing  across  the 
plains,  trembling  lest  I  ahonld  be  pursued  and  brought  back; 
nor  was  it  till  my  securit  j  was  certain,  that  I  sat  down  under  a 
hush  to  rest  myself,  and  wait  for  day. 

Under  this  same  bush  a  young  pilgrim,  whom  the  night  had 
surprised,  had  also  taken  shelter. 

This  I  did  not  discoTer  till  the  dawn  permitted  me  to  dis- 
tmguish  the  surrounding  objects.  He  woke  at  the  same  time 
with  me,  and  showed  no  less  surprise  than  I  did  on  finding 
himself  near  me.  In  spite  of  my  curiosity  I  was  then  so  unin- 
&nned,  that  I  took  him  ior  a  girl  of  my  own  age,  whom  I 
conjectured  to  be  a  foreigner  from  the  difference  of  her  head- 
dress and  strange  cut  of  her  clothes ;  as  to  features,  I  thought 
(though  I  was  quite  as  handsome  then  as  I  am  now)  that  the 
stranger's  face  was  even  handsomer  than  my  own.  For.some 
time  we  examined  each  other  in  silence. 

^  Amiable  stranger  1  "  said  he  at  length,  "  if  you  undeiv 
Btand  my  language,  deign  to  inform  me  where  I  can  find  a 
woman.  My  fiither,  who  inhabits  a  desert  abounding  with  wild 
beasts,  and  who  has  Ix'ed  me  to  the  chaee  &om  my  childhood, 
permits  my  engaging  bears,  wohres,  tigers,  and  wild-boara; 
bat  he  forbids  my  trying  my  stroigth  against  that  most  dan- 
gerous of  animals,  the  woman,  for  he  assures  me,  that  nothing 
€an  defend  me  against  the  poison  which  it  carries  about  it. 
I  begged  him  to  tell  me  how  tliis  creature  is  made,  in  order 
ihat  I  may  aroid  it,  but  he  would  not  oblige  me :  I  then 
requested  that  I  might  have  a  young  one  brought  up  tame  in 
&e  hoose,  but  this  also  was  denied  me.  At  length  his 
i^peated  TefoBsla  augmenting  my  inclination  to  see  one  of  these 
^gons,  about  a  month  ago  I  escaped  from  my  father,  and 
^re  erer  since  been  wandering  througb  the  most  gloomy 
Woods  and  frightful  deserts  in  hopes  of  finding  this  animal* 
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Mj  search  bas  as  yet  been  fruiUess  ;  but  as  your  dress  declares 
you  to  be  a  foreigner,  should  there  be  any  women  in  your 
country,  be  so  good  as  to  tell  me  how  I  may  get  a  sight  of  one." 

<*  And  are  not  you  one  yourself?  "  stdd  I,  much  surprised. 

**  No  truly  !  "  answered  he;  "so  you  need  not  be  afraid  <rf 
me ;  and  even  should  one  happen  to  pass  this  way,  my  bow  and 
arrow  will  be  sufficient  to  protect  us." 

"  But  if  you  are  not  a  woman,"  said  I,  '*  what  are  you  ?  ** 

"  A  man  like  yourself,"  answered  he. 

In  shorty  Sir  Knight,  after  much  surprise  and  many 
questions  on  both  sides,  our  alarm  was  dissipated ;  we  found 
what  we  had  been  seeking,  and  without  my  being  devoured,  or 
his  being  poisoned,  our  curiosity  was  satisfied. 

This  discovery  pleased  us  so  much,  and  we  thought  the  deceit 
of  our  parents  such  an  affront  to  our  understandings,  that  we 
resolved  to  return  to  them  no  more.  We  concealed  ourselves 
for  some  time  in  the  very  depth  of  the  forest,  persuaded,  that 
a  strict  inquiry  would  be  made  after  us.  We  knew  no  other 
fear  than  that  of  being  separated;  and  I  submitted  without 
difficulty,  during  the  two  or  three  first  days,  to  subsist  on  the 
produce  of  my  companion's  chace,  and  to  have  no  other  retreat 
for  the  night  than  a  tree  or  a  cavern. 

But  my  curiosity  was  not  extinguished;  it  revived  in  my 
solitude,  and  I  grew  tired  of  my  situation.  I  fancied  that  my 
new  acquaintance  was  not  the  only  man  in  the  world ;  that 
though  he  was  more  beautiful  than  the  day,  the  world  might 
possibly  furnish  somebody  even  more  to  my  taste;  and  this 
idea  having  once  got  into  my  head,  I  took  care  to  ease  my  heart 
of  it.  Accordingly  I  proposed  to  my  companion  that  we  should 
leave  the  wood,  and  see  a  little  what  was  going  on  elsewhere.' 
He  desired  no  better,  and  we  proceeded  together  till  we  arrived 
at  the  sea-shore.  Neither  of  us  had  ever  seen  that  immense 
element.     You  must  certainly  know  that  it  is  a  very  striking 
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object  when  beheld  for  the  first  time,  and  we  were  both  of  us 

occupied  in  admiring  it,  when  suddenly  its  surface  was  dic^turbed 

by  a  swell,  which  seemed  to  extend  itself  further  than  our  eyes 

could  reach.     At  length  a  dark  vapour  ascended,  which  at  first 

raisiDg  itself  in  the  air,  grew  thicker  as  it  fell  again,  and 

fomuDg  a  cloud  was  driven  by  a  strong  gust  of  wind  to  the 

place  where  we  were  standing.     It  wrapped  itself  round  me 

like  a  cloak,  and  then  hurried  me  away  with  it  in  spite  of  my 

lover's  cries,  whom  I  was  compelled  to  leave  behind.     I  per* 

ceived  that  I  was  borne  along  with  great  rapidity,  but  this  gave 

me  not  the  least  uneasiness.     I  am  naturally  courageous,  and 

was  only  angry  with  the  fog,  which,  I  doubted  not,  prevented 

me  from  seeing  many  things  worthy  my  curiosity.     Suddenly 

it  dispersed ;  the  sea  opened,  and  I  was  swallowed  up  without 

suffering  the  least  inconvenience.     I  now  found  myself  in  a 

•spacious  grotto^  ornamented  with  that  infinite  variety  of  shells 

which  the  sea  produces,  and  enriched  with  enormous  pearls,  as 

well  as  every  sort  of  coral,  which  it  conceals  within  its  bosom. 

Before  I  could  look  about  me  and  reco/er  from  my  surprise,  I 

saw  the  faithful  Harpiana  near  me,  the  same  person  who 

brought  you  in  the  gilded  bark  from  the  shores  of  Florispahan 

to  the  crystal  island. 

She  was  dressed  much  after  the  fashion  of  the  attendants  of 
Thetis  ;  that  is  to  say,  she  was  hardly  dressed  at  all*  This  by 
no  means  set  her  off  to  advantage,  for  at  that  time  she  was  if 
possible  uglier  than  she  is  now.  She  informed  me  with  a  low 
courtesy,  that  I  was  welcome  to  an  empire,  whose  sovereign 
had  commissioned  her  to  show  me  its  wonders,  and  afterwards 
to  conduct  me  where  my  arrival  was  anxiously  expected. 
Having  said  this,  she  led  me  to  a  long  gallery  of  crystal, 
whose  roof  was  supported  by  two  rows  of  columns  covered  with 
coral-branches  and  mother-of-pearl.  When  we  had  traversed 
it,  my  conductress  inquired  whether  before  I  ascended  I  chose 
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to  see  the  gaUeiy  of  shipwrecks.  Perceiving  that  I  did  not 
tinderotand  her,  she  informed  me,  that  we  were  then  standing 
under  the  Red  Sea ;  and  that  this  sea  heing  the  channel, 
through  which  hj  continual  navigation  the  treasures  of  India 
were  conveyed  to  the  other  parts  of  the  globe,  it  frequently 
happened  that  such  as  had  enriched  themselves  by  long 
labours,  carried  the  fruit  of  them  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea, 
where  the  different  presents  made  by  tempests  to  the  most 
greedy  of  elements,  were  carefully  collected,  and  arranged 
with  order  in  a  particular  apartment. 

I,  who  never  could  deny  anything  to  my  curiosity,  eagerly 
accepted  this  proposal.  We  now  entered  a  room,  where  heaps 
of  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones  met  my  eyes  on  all  sides : 
this  saloon  was  so  large,  that  I  could  not  conceive  how  the 
whole  earth  had  contrived  to  furnish  the  immense  wealth, 
which  filled  it.  Having  admired  this  magazine  for  some  time, 
I  was  conducted  into  another  still  more  gratifying  to  my 
curiosity.  This  was  a  chamber  less  wide  but  much  longer  than 
the  first.  On  one  side  were  statues  of  gold,  silver,  bronze, 
and  marble,  with  furniture  of  all  kinds,  and  arms  of  every 
fashion,  either  valuable  for  their  quality  or  exquisite  work- 
manship. On  the  other  side  of  this  saloon  stood  a  row  d 
wardrobes,  over  each  of  which  were  the  portraits  of  a  man  and 
a  woman,  with  an  inscription  underneath.  The  dresses  and 
ornaments  of  these  portraits  were  ail  of  different  countries.  I 
bestowed  so  much  time  upon  the  first,  that  the  nymph  Har- 
piana  informed  me,  that  her  master's  impatience  to  see  me 
elsewhere,  would  not  admit  of  my  making  so  long  a  stay  as 
;would  be  necessary  for  my  examining  the  rest.  She  added, 
that  in  each  wardrobe  were  the  garments  of  those  whose  por- 
traits were  on  the  outside  ;  that  they  were  all  illustrious  per* 
sons  of  both  sexes,  who  had  perished  by  shipwreck  ;  and  that 
likenesses  had  been  taken  of  the  most  distinguished,  some 
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hxving  been  restored  to  life,  and  others  painted  after  their 
death. 

''  For  example/'  said  she,  '*  two-and-twentj  years  haye 
passed,  sinee  I  was  drowned  in  company  with  the  Sultana 
Fatijua,  the  Grand  Signor's  favourite,  who  was  carrying  pre- 
sents to  Mecca.  What  followed  ?  She  was  reanimated  on 
aocoont  of  her  uncommon  beauty,  and  I  had  the  same  good 
lack,  in  order  that  I  might  wait  up(»i  her.  The  Lord  of  tliis 
island  loved  her  passaonately,  but  all  his  power  and  skill  could 
not  long  preserve  her  from  the  grasp  of  death ;  at  the  end  of 
six  months  she  was  carried  ofF  by  the  small-pox,  the  only 
malady  over  which  my  master  has  no  power.  That  is  her 
portrut,"  added  she,  **  and  her  clothes  are  in  the  same 
wardrobe.  '^ 

She  opened  it,  and  showed  them  to  me  ;  nothing  could  be 
more  splendid  and  elegant.  While  I  examined  them,  she  con- 
sidered me  with  no  less  attention. 

'*  It  is  the  very  thing  !  "  said  she  ;  "  your  dress  is  unworthy 
of  your  person,  and  the  Sultana's  will  be  much  more  suitable. 
One  would  think  they  were  made  for  you ;  I  have  already 
measured  you  with  my  eye,  and  on  these  points  I  never  am 
mistaken." 

The  proposal  was  accepted.  No  sooner  was  I  dressed,  than 
my  lady  in  waiting  thought  me  so  lovely,  that  she  pressed  me 
to  hasten  to  take  command  of  the  empire,  of  which  I  was  soon 
to  be  mistress,  and  with  which  I  could  not  fail  to  be  enchanted. 
''You  will  there  see  the  Genius  of  Genii,"  continued  she, 
**  and  will  see  him  at  your  feet." 

*'  Shan't  I  see  a  man  too  ?  "  interrupted  I. 
This  questicRi  surprised  her  a  little ;  but  before  she  could 
reply,  my  demand  was  answered  by  the  appeurance  of  the  per- 
sonage whom  she  had  mentioned,  this  Genius  of  Genii  himself 
in  his  own  person.     Impatient  to  examine  his  new  acquisitiony 
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lie  had  transported  himself  (though  how  I  know  not)  to  the 
place  where  we  were,  instead  of  waiting  for  us  ahove,  as  his 
dignity  required.  His  looks  surprised  without  alarming  me  ; 
though  his  make  was  yeiy  different  from  the  pilgrim's,  whom 
I  had  found  under  the  hush,  I  had  not  the  least  douht  of  his 
heing  a  man.  It  is  true,  the  other  was  much  handsomer,  but 
then  the  other  was  not  half  so  large.  Keflecting  therefore  in 
my  own  mind,  that  man  of  whom  I  had  heard  such  terrible 
things,  was  an  animal  in  his  kind  so  excellent,  I  concluded, 
that  the  more  there  was  of  him,  the  hetter  he  must  be  :  this 
idea  induced  me,  the  first  compliments  heing  oyer,  to  accept 
the  offers  of  the  Genius,  so  ignorant  was  I  at  that  time  that  it 
was  necessary  to  preserve  appearances. 

This  ceremony,  the  only  one  used  in  our  marriage,  being 
oyer,  he  gave  me  his  hand  (or  rather  his  paw,  for  it  was 
coyered  with  long  hair  to  the  yery  tips  of  his  fingers),  and  aided 
me  in  ascending  a  magnificent  staircase.  We  stopped  not,  tiU 
we  found  ourselyes  on  the  same  crystal  rock  which  you  tra- 
yersed  in  your  way  hither.  Thence  I  was  conducted  to  this 
island,  and  our  marriage  was  celehrated  in  this  payilion.  I 
was  soon  disgusted  with  my  new  hargain,  for  the  Genii  are  in 
general  a  yery  whimsical,  cruel,  ill-made  sort  of  people,  and 
ahoye  aU  are  ahominahly  addicted  to  witchcraft.  Though  my 
spouse  was  naturally  fickle,  to  me  he  was  so  eternally  faithful 
and  so  insupportahly  fond,  that  I  was  ready  to  die  of  vexation. 
To  this  constancy  he  united  an  extravagant  degree  of  jealousy, 
though  of  a  kind  quite  peculiar  to  himself :  he  wished  every 
hody  to  admire  me ;  hut  it  made  him  violently  angry,  if  he 
suspected  me  of  inspiring  any  more  tender  sentiments  than 
admiration*  He  looked  on  me  as  a  treasure,  of  which  he  was 
resolved  to  he  the  sole  possessor  ;  hut  he  hy  no  means  chose  to 
he  the  only  person  who  could  estimate  that  treasure's  real 
value. 
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I  passed  mj  time  very  disagreeably  mih  this  wretch,  whose 
caprices  constrained  and  whose  fondness  disgusted  me.  Har« 
piana  was  my  only  consolation.  She  warned  me  to  conceal  an 
aversion,  which  her  master  and  mine  (dull  as  he  was)  might  at 
length  discover;  and  she  advised  me  by  redoubled  complaisance 
to  persuade  him  that  I  was  distractedly  in  love  with  him,  both 
on  account  of  his  personal  and  mental  accomplishments  ;  by 
yrhich  means  I  should  find  it  an  easy  task  to  dupe  him,  when- 
ever I  found  a  proper  opportunity. 

I  took  her  advice ;  and  I  soon  established  myself  so  perfectly 
m  the  confidence  of  the  Genius  my  spouse,  that  by  degrees  I 
became  the  mistress  of  his  dearest  secrets.  Among  other 
things,  he  informed  me  that  there  were  only  three  enchanters 
in  the  whole  universe,  whose  power  was  equal  to  his  own ;  that 
all  three  were  his  inveterate  enemies  ;  that  each  of  them  pos- 
sessed a  magic  spinning-wheel,  which  in  order  to  render  them 
his  slaves,  it  was  necessary  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  three 
most  beautiful  princesses  in  the  world ;  and  that  as  soon  as 
these  beauties  should  have  spun  long  enough  to  make  a  cord 
able  to  reach  from  the  top  of  the  loftiest  mountain  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  sea,  he  should  attain  the  utmost  smnmit  of  his 
wishes.  But  till  this  desirable  event  could  be  accomplished, 
he  was  in  danger  of  losing  the  talisman,  in  which  consisted  the 
whole  power  of  his  enchantments.  However,  he  added,  this 
talisman  was  a  mystery  so  well  concealed,  that  there  did  not 
exist  a  human  being  who  had  the  most  distant  suspicion  of  its 
nature. 

He  had  no  sooner  said  this,  than  I  was  dying  to  know  in 
what  this  talisman  consisted  ;  and  I  flattered  him  so  adroitly, 
and  timed  my  caresses  so  well,  that  at  length  I  became  pos- 
sessed of  a  secret  which  till  then  he  had  concealed  with  the 
greatest  caution  from  every  one. 

From  the  little  toe  of  one  his  feet  he  suddenly  displayed  a 
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moiiBtroiis  and  terrific  nail,  or  rather  claw,  wliich  he  had  the 
power  of  hiding  at  will,  after  the  manner  of  fions.  He  then 
informed  me  that  bo  long  as  this  nail  remained  attached  to  hia 
person,  so  long  was  he  invineihle ;  and  that  even  in  case  of  its 
being  separated,  it  would  be  easy  for  him  to  rejoin  it,  and  thus 
preserve  his  power  undiminished,  unless  before  he  could  pro- 
duce it  some  one  should  swallow  the  whole  separated  limb  down 
to  the  nail  in  question.  He  told  me  besides,  (for  he  was 
disposed  to  tell  me  everything,  so  perfectly  was  he  fascinated 
by  my  caresses),  that  he  had  contriyed  to  insinuate  himself  so 
artfully  into  the  society  of  the  possessors  of  these  important 
spinning-wheels,  that  two  of  them  were  already  the  reward  of 
his  exertions  ;  but  that  these  were  of  little  use,  unless  he  could 
gain  possession  of  the  third,  which  of  all  the  three  was  the 
point  most  difficult  to  compass. 

Upon  receiving  this  mark  of  confidence,  I  displayed  such 
unbounded  gratitude,  that  my  husband  knew  not  by  what 
means  to  express  to  me  his  delight  and  satisfaction  sufficiently. 
Perceiving  that  the  sky  was  overcast,  and  that  the  winds  were 
beginning  to  whistle,  he  transported  me  to  the  summit  of  the 
crystal  rock,  in  order  that  I  might  enjoy  the  entertainment  of 
some  shipwreck  or  other,  which  (he  doubted  not)  would  be  the 
£ruits  of  the  approaching  storm.  He  told  me  that  it  was  from 
the  top  of  this  rock  that  he  discovered  me  for  the  first  time, 
and  caused  his  spirits  to  carry  me  off  from  the  shores  of  the 
ocean.  He  then  put  into  my  hand  a  telescope,  not  so  long  as 
my  finger,  and  yet  so  miraculously  powerful  that  I  could  make 
out  the  most  diminutive  objects  as  distinctly  as  if  they  had 
been  close  to  my  feet. 

I  had  no  sooner  placed  the  instrument  to  my  eye,  than  I 
beheld  a  vessel  in  the  open  sea,  the  whole  crew  of  which 
seemed  to  be  already  in  extreme  terror  at  the  storm  which 
threatened  Hxern,  a  single  knight  excepted.     The  face  of  this 
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stranger  was  to  the  full  as  beautiful  as  that  of  m j  little  pilgrim, 
and  Lis  me  was  almost  as  advantageous  as  that  of  mj  great 
1>oobj,  the  Genius.  Suddenly,  the  storm  became  so  violent 
that  the  vessel  was  swallowed  up  by  the  waves,  whose  fury 
eonspired  with  the  raging  of  the  winds.  Not  a  man  of  the 
whole  erew  escaped,  except  that  stranger,  who  had  already 
fixed  2DJ  observation,  and  who  still  disputed  his  life  against  the 
sssaults  of  the  hostile  billows  with  efforts  almost  incredible. 

The  degree  of  interest  and  compassion  with  which  this  sight 
inspired  me,  was  such,  that  I  was  almost  out  of  my  senses. 
The  Genius  thought  that  my  transports  were  occasioned  by  the 
excessive  delight  which  I  received  from  this  species  of  enter- 
tainment, and  was  the  better  pleased  with  me.  He  told  mo 
that  what  I  had  seen  was  nothing,  and  that  he  would  furnish  me 
with  a  much  superior  kind  of  amusement :  with  this  assurance, 
he  placed  me  in  a  small  car  upon  wheels,  taking  his  seat  beside 
me.  It  was  not  without  experiencing  some  uneasy  sensations 
that  I  felt  this  machine  put  itself  in  motion,  and  precipitate  us 
from  a  place,  which  I  fancied  to  be  the  loftiest  upon  earth,  into 
an  abyss  whose  depth  I  trembled  to  measure.  However,  I  had 
not  lime  for  many  reflections  :  in  an  instant  I  found  myself  in 
the  crystal  gallery ;  we  had  entered  it  at  the  same  place  by 
which  I  had  penetrated  into  it  on  my  first  arrival.  From  this 
gaUeiy  we  could  see  distinctly  everything  which  passed,  as  far 
as  the  surface  of  the  sea  ;  that  is,  when  the  sea  is  calm,  for  at 
Ihat  time  it  was  too  much  agitated  to  permit  my  distinguishing 
anything. 

Some  time  after,  we  were  informed  that  the  tempest  had  pro- 
duced nothing  but  a  small  bark,  ten  or  twelve  mariners,  some 
^a^al  stores,  and  a  horse  of  value.  The  Genius,  my  spouse, 
having  cast  his  eyes  on  these  poor  wretches,  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  such  sorry  knaves  were  not  worth  the  trouble  of 
re-animating ;  he  then  begged  my  pardon  for  having  given  me 


64  COUNT  HAMILTON  *S   TALES. 

an  amusement  so  little  worthy  my  attention  ;  and  to  recompense 
me  for  my  trouble  in  coming  so  far  for  it,  he  suffered  me  to 
examine  that  magazine  at  leisure,  on  which  at  my  first  visit  I 
had  only  been  allowed  time  to  cast  a  passing  glance.  This  was 
an  employment  exactly  suited  to  my  natural  curiosity  ;  and 
after  examining  the  portraits  and  various  habits  of  those  whose 
spoils  were  deposited  in  the  crystal  wardrobes,  I  found  infinite 
entertainment  in  perusing  the  histories  of  their  owners.  Charmed 
with  the  attention  with  which  I  examined  these  different  relics, 
the  Genius  would  gladly  have  multiplied  his  treasures  and  his 
curiosities,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  me  with  amuse- 
ment ;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  though  he  was  immoderately 
jealous,  he  was  by  no  means  disobliging.  On  the  contrary, 
you  could  not  have  found  a  Genius  in  the  whole  world  more 
easy  to  live  with,  except  when  the  tender  passion  was 
concerned. 

He  left  me  in  the  magazine,  the  faithful  Harpiana  being 
commissioned  to  explain  to  me  such  points  as  would  otherwise 
have  been  unintelligible.  I  was  gratified  by  this  permission 
to  prolong  my  examination  of  the  wardrobes  and  their  con- 
tents, for  it  was  seldom  that  he  would  trust  me  out  of  his 
sight ;  and  when  he  did  leave  me  for  a  few  minutes  to  myself, 
it  was  only  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  for  me  some  entertain- 
ment or  other,  which  sometimes  astonished,  but  never  was  able 
to  please  me. 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  ardently  I  wished  that  the  sea  would 
bring  to  us,  dead  or  alive,  that  unfortunate  stranger,  who  alone 
had  survived  for  a  few  minutes  the  shipwreck  in  which  his 
companions  had  perished.  I  had  the  greatest  desire  to  take  a 
nearer  view  of  a  man  who,  even  at  such  a  distance,  had 
appeared  so  charihing  ;  for  I  have  already  told  you,  to  what  an 
excess  I  am  governed  by  curiosity !  However,  it  was  in  vain 
that  I  raised  my  eyes  every  moment  to  the  surface  of  the 
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▼aters.  The  calm,  which  now  smoothed  them»  Biill  offered 
:jQotbiiig  interesting  to  my  sight ;  and  my  husband's  mes- 
sengers, who  examined  eyerj  part  of  the  surrounding  abysses, 
Iretnmed  without  discovering  more  than  the  miserable  remains 
of  the  shipwrecked  yessel. 

The  entertainment  prepared  for  me  by  the  Genius,  detained 
•us  in  the  crystal  gallery  the  whole  of  that  night.  The  next 
day  we  amused  ourselves  with  fishing  for  dolphins  on  the  coast 
of  the  crystal  island*  Nothing  can  be  more  diverting  than 
this  mode  of  fishing. 

A  band  of  excellent  musicians  (perhaps  the  best  to  be  found 
in  the  universe,  as  well  in  point  of  voice  as  instruments),  was 
t)n  board  the  vessel  by  which  you.  Sir  Bjiight,  were  conveyed 
hither.  As  soon  as  it  reached  the  open  sea,  the  music  struck 
up  in  perfect  harmony.  The  dolphins,  who  of  the  whole  fishy 
tribe  have  the  most  curiosity,  came  fiocking  from  all  quarters 
round  the  glittering  bark,  in  order  that  they  might  have  a 
nearer  view  of  it ;  and  as  they  have  a  still  more  decided  taste 
for  music  than  even  for  shows,  they  followed  the  concert  iu 
profound  silence,  without  perceiving  (so  attentive  were  they  to 
the  sweet  sounds)  that  the  bark  insensibly  conducted  them  into 
a  long  chain  of  nets,  which  lined  the  whole  extent  of  the  shore* 
•  However,  this  adventure  did  not  produce  any  very  bad  con- 
sequences to  them  :  it  only  cost  a  few  of  the  most  beautiful  their 
liberty.  The  Genius  ordered  them  to  be  deposited  in  spme 
«nperb  reservoirs,  where  he  amused  himself  with  superintending 
the  education  of  these  illustrious  fish. 

When  the  bark  returned  for  the  third  time  with  its  oapture, 
<>ne  of  the  fishermen  came  to  inform  us,  that  in  this  last  hawl 
he  really  believed  that  they  had  caught  the  king  of  the  dol« 
phms ;  so  heavy  were  their  nets»  and  so  brilliant  were  th^ 
Yariegated  scales,  which  they  saw  sparkling  through  the  water, 
fiat  what  was^  my  sorpiise,  when  instead  of  this  magnifioent 
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fish  wliicli  we  expected,  I  saw  enveloped  in  tlxe  nets  the  verj 
same  stranger  whose  composure  during  the  tempest,  and  whose 
courageous  exertions  afterwards  I  had  witnessed  with  such  admik 
ration  :  the  armour,  in  which  he  was  arrayed,  was  enamellei 
with  gold  and  azure,  and  ornamented  with  an  infinite  nmnber  4if 
precious  stones  of  all  kinds  and  colours. 

The  Genius,  my  hushand,  who  knew  no&ing  aboiit  g^iei^- 
sity,  immediately  ordered  the  fishermen  to  despoil  him  of  his 
brilliant  arms,  and  then  cast  him  back  again  into  the  sea.  I 
looked  round  for  my  faithful  Harpiana  to  implore  her  by  looks, 
that  she  would  find  some  means  of  evading  the  execution  of  this 
command  ;  but  she  was  not  to  be  seen,  and  I  was  on  the  point 
of  interfering  myself,  when  we  were  informed  that  the  stranger 
'still  possessed  some  remains  of  life.  Upon  this,  the  Genius, 
who  wished  to  learn  his  history,  in  opder  that  it  miglit  be 
engraved  upon  the  wardrobe  in  which  lus  spoils  wwe  to  be 
<leposited,  ordered  his  attendants  to  assist  in  recovering  him* 
To  rescue  his  life  was  to  preserve  mine,  so  vrarmly  did  conxpas*- 
fiion  interest  me  in  his  behalf.  The  succour  which  was  gives 
him,  proved  so  efficacious,  tliat  he  soon  opened  his  eyes, 
recovered  his  spirts,  end  was  upon  lus  legs  in  less  tiwn  aa 
hour. 

The  sight  of  the  Genius  app^ired  to  surpiise,  but  not  to 
alarm  him«  He  easily  comprehended,  that  everything  which 
he  saw  in  these  enchanted  regions  belonged  to  this  extraor- 
dinary ^gure.  iHe  cast  his  eyes  upon  me,  but  instantly  turned 
them  away  again,  aware  thist  bodi  of  us  weiie  in  the  power  ef  one 
who  was  near  enough  to  •observe  ^  his  actions  :  what  effect 
this  single  look  produced  upon  the  stranger,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  say ;  but  as  to  iByse¥,  st  £d  my  (business  effectually !  B# 
tiGw  returned  my  husband  Jihanks  for  the  assistance  which  Jbe 
hfad  just  reeeivedy  an  «  manser  wihioig  withoait  having  jmf 
tihing  d^gradiBg  (xcBerf^,  wm  AiU^  ^^satitode  a&dinaiiiaatuxi^ 
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It  qmte  softerod  the  Ge&iua.  For  mj  part,  tfaiB  eompliment 
appeared  to  me  so  ingeniouB,  thai  I  almoat  fainted  away 
tbroagh  adnistttion. 

The  stemger  ii9w  proceeded  (wiihoat  giving  na  time  to  qnes- 
iion  him)  to  inform  na,  that  his  deaire  to  a<^6Te  ao  fanooa  an 
tmdeiii^Dg,  had  induced  him  to  emhark  at  the  port  of  Flor- 
ispafaan,  for  the  pxirpoae  of  visiting  the  Court  of  Moaaaellina  the 
Serious ;  lesa  indeed  from  any  inclination  excited  hy  her  reputed 
beauty,  than  <m  aooomit  of  the  glory  to  he  aeqoired  in  an  adven- 
ture 80  perilons  :  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  his  voyage  a  dreadfitl 
tempest  had  destroyed  his  vessel  and  all  his  attendants,  inthoot 
Ms  being  able  to  comprehend  by  what  means  he  had  been 
)>roBgkt  near  enough  to  these  hospitable  shores  to  receive  asaist- 
auce ;  and  finally,  that  he  should  feel  but  little  regret  at  havinf^ 
l)eea  shipwreeked,  since  this  trifling  accident  had  been  the 
Aeans  of  his  reaching  the  dominions  of  the  most  magnifioetft 
4Dd  best-made  sovereign  in  the  universe,  if  it  were  not  that  he 
aaw  a  woman   in  his  company,  of  all  creatures  upon  earth 
ihe  one  for  which  he  had  the  greatest  antipathy. 

This  speeeh,  aided  by  the  stranger^a  agreeable  manners, 
tt^ould  not  fail  to  be  weE  received  by  my  Oenius,  for  the  brute 
was  no  less  greedy  of  &tteiy  than  subject  to  jealousy ;  and 
from  that  moment  he  took  such  delight  in  the  atranger's  coik- 
versation,  t^t  he  could  not  exist  witirout  Mm.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  stranger  affected  to  diun  me  on  all  occasions  ;  nay, 
irhen  the  Gremns  (who  aeldom  qmtted  me)  desired  him  to  join 
our  party,  lie  always  turned  his  back  towards  me,  and  during 
the  Tvhole  time  that  he  remained  wilk  us,  never  addressed  to 
me  a  single  ^yUab^e  of  his  conversation.  This  behaviour  madie 
me  •(pnte  'desperate ;  for  the  more  that  stt(&  marked  unpolitih 
ness  proved  that  he  detested  me,  the  more  desirous  was  I  at 
^leatong  Mm«  The  Renins  was  ready  to  die  with  laughing, 
arhe&lie  saw  the  amstraiiit  whioh  lus  guest  seemed  to  aufo 
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in  my  presence.  He  sometimes  rated  liim' severely  for  his 
.ayersion  to  a  sex  which  makes  the  whole  happiness  of  man^ 
kind,  and  repeated,  till  he  was  hoarse,  the  assurance,  that  if 
the  knight  would  hut  once  look  me  full  in  the  face,  he  was 
persuaded,  that  his  aversion  would  he  overcome. 

The  veiy  idea  was  sufficient  to  make  the  stranger  run  away 
-from  the  place  where  I  was,  as  if  something  most  horrihle  had 
been  proposed  to  him.  At  last,  so  much  importunity  was  used 
with  him,  that  he  consented  to  look  at  me  once,  on  condition 
-that  he  should  never  he  asked  a  second  time.  Nor  did  I 
neglect  to  make  a  great  many  ohjectious  ;  as  well  to  mark  to 
the  fitranger,  how  much  his  conduct  had  displeased  me,  as  to 
impose  upon  my  husband  by  the  appearance  of  extreme  deli« 
cacy :  so  that  the  Genius  was  obliged  to  hold  my  head  forcibly 
between  both  his  hands,  to  prevent  my  avoiding  the  glances  of 
ius  favourite.  Oh  !  if  I  had  avoided  them,  how  much  I  should 
have  lost !  While  my  jolter-head  of  a  Genius  laboured  with 
both  his  body  and  soul  to  give  his  friend  a  fair  look  at  his  wife's 
charms,  the  eyes  of  the  charming  stranger  were  doing  their 
jAutj :  they  assured  me,  that  he  was  dying  for  love  of  me,  and 
that  all  these  marks  of  antipathy  were  assumed.  This  first 
scene  over,  its  inventor  exultingly  inquired,  what  effect  the 
^ight  of  me  had  produced  upon  his  guest  ? 

**  An  effect  so  disagreeable,*'  answered  he,  "  that  if  it  were 
•to  happen  frequently,  I  should  utterly  lose  my  senses !  I  even 
doubt  whether,  in  the  violence  of  my  delirium,  the  goddess,  your 
wife,  would  herself  be  secure  against  my  transports  1  " 

I  thought  I  understood  the  meaning  of  these  threats,  and 
from  that  moment  I  felt  the  greatest  inclination  to  see  myself 
the  object  of  one  of  these  frantic  fits  ;  and  all  this  through  pure 
jcuriosity  I 

The  Genius,  however,  was  exceedingly  surprised  to  find  that 
the  sensibility  of  the  stranger^s  heart,  instead  of  yielding  on 
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ibis  trial,  had  only  been  converted  into  frenz  j.  He  told  him 
that  he  was  resolved  to  carry  the  point ;  that  he  would  prove* 
to  him,  that  a  woman  like  me  was  not  a  person  to  be  despised  ; 
and  ihat,  since  the  charm  of  my  face  had  failed  to  produce  the 
expected  effect,  those  of  my  whole  person,  from  head  to  foot, 
most  be  called  in  to  their  assistance.  Was  it  possible,  Sir 
Knight,  for  a  jealous  husband  to  carry  his  extravagance  further  I 
Our  charming  guest  appeared  to  change  colour  at  this  declara* 
tion,  and  requested  permission  to  depart  that  instant,  since  he 
preferred  leaving  the  island,  rather  than  consent  to  give  proofa 
of  his  complaisance  so  extremely  disagreeable.  The  better  to 
deceive  him,  the  stupid  Genius  gave  him  a  promise,  that  in. 
future  he  should  be  let  alone,  and  that  no  further  mentioa 
should  be  made  of  me  and  my  charms,  since  he  was  so  horror* 
struck  at  a  proposal  which  he  would  not  have  made  to  any 
other  man  in  the  universe.  But  all  these  assurances  (as  I  said 
before)  were  only  made  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  his  friend 
the  more  artfully  ;  and  this  was  the  plan  which  he  adoptedv 

He  caused  a  cabinet  of  crystal  to  be  made,  exactly  similar 
to  that  which  you  see  yonder.  He  placed  it  in  the  magazine  of 
shipwrecks  among  the  others,  after  covering  it  with  a  curtain 
of  green  taffety  embroidered  with  gold.  This  done,  he  dis- 
closed his  plan  to  me,  which  was  to  shut  me  up  stark  naked  ia 
the  cabinet ;  but  for  fear  of  accidents,  he  took  care  that  no 
one  but  himself  should  be  able  to  let  me  out.  I  was  ready  to 
die  with  desire  to  communicate  this  fine  project  to  the  stranger ; 
hut  I  never  could  contrive  it,  so  eternally  was  I  teased  by  the 
presence  of  my  everlastmg  Genius.  But  as  the  stranger  had 
more  wit  and  penetration  than  all  the  strangers  in  the  world 
put  together,  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  guessed  something  of  this 
premeditated  surprise,  and  you  will  soon  see  the  consequences. 

Everything  being  prepared  for  this  new  scene,  the  Genius^ 
^  order  to  bring  it  about  the  more  naturally,  thought  proper  to- 
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«ak  hMB  iUoBtriona  guest  whether,  aceording  to  the  usage 
other  knigh^errants»  he  had  not  profided  himself  with  armour 
frevioua  to  his  setting  out  on  his  expedition.  The  other 
npliedy  that  he  well  remembered  being  completely  accoutred 
on  the  day  of  his  shipwreek ;  but  he  was  ignorant  what  had 
since  become  of  his  arms,  his  sword  only  excepted,  which  those 
who  found  him  had  kindly  left  in  his  possession. 

^'Well  then  I'*  said  the  Genius,  ^<  to-morrow  I  will  show* 
you  the  only  place  in  the  island  which  you  have  not  yet  seen 
since  your  amral  here.  Perhaps  this  place  may  afford  you 
some  news  of  your  armour  ;  at  any  rate,  you  will  see  something 
or  other  well  deserving  your  attention.  I  will  leave  you  alone 
there,  lest  my  presence  should  oblige  you  to  hurry  over  the 
examination  of  many  rarities,  which  ought  to  be  revised  afe 
leisure  ;  and  I  would  lay  a  wager  that  you  never  saw  anything 
more  curious  than  what  is  contained  in  the  glass  cases,  which 
you  will  find  ornamented  with  portraits,  and  inscribed  with  the 
names  of  those  whom  they  represent." 

**  A.nd  I  would  lay  a  wager,"  replied  the  stranger,  '<  that 
there  is  not  among  all  those  names  a  name  half  so  curious  as 
my  own." 

'<  And  pray  then,*'  inquired  the  Genius,  **  what  makes  this 
name  of  yours  so  curious  ?  " 

"  Its  novelty,"  he  answered  ;  *'  I  am  called  Facardin,  and 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  another  person  of  that  name  to  b^ 
found  in  the  universe." 

**  Oh,  as  to  that,  I  am  quite  of  your  opinion,"  said  the 
Genius  ;  ''but  my  good  friend  Facardin  (since  Facardin  is  your 
name,)  in  every  other  respect,  I  am  sure,  that  you  will  be  quite 
of  mine." 

The  next  day,  my  jealous  spouse  locked  me  up  with  his  own 
hands  in  the  crystal  cabinet.  I  was  in  the  state  which  I 
before  mentioned  ;  and  the  Genius  failed  not  to  e:q>atiate  upiHL 


Afr  asiffliifliiiiieiit  wMch  ihe  ngbfe  of  me  would  givo  the  atranger, 
ud  the  amaflement  which  I  ahould  receiTe  in  witnesamg  his 
consterEatioQ;.  I  was  quite-  ia  despair  to  find  that  the  cabinet 
Wftft  tmuipaRnt  to  ne  purpose,  since  tho'e  wae  no  possibilitj  of 
wilficliring  it^  eitho*  &om  within  w  from  without.  The  curtaia 
was  dcaim  before  it ;  and  now  the  Gknius  without  bss  of  time 
<Qndoeted  hi&  guest  into  the  apartm^it  where  I  was  inclosed, 
sad,  according:  to  hia  promise;,  immediately  left  him  to.  himself- 

In  spite  of  my  vezation  at  finding  myself  shut  up  without 
any  means  of  eaca^g,  my  heart  palpitated  with  impatience, 
pnncipally  from  reflecting,  that  while  occupied  in  examining 
tiie  other  glass-cases,  the  handsome  Facardin  might  pass  mine 
OT«r,  or  might  not  think  of  drawing  away  the  curtain  by  which 
I  was  concealed.  BuH  my  uneasiness  was  soon  removed :  he^ 
«UQe  directly  towards  it ;  and  without  losing  the  time  which- 
niy  brute  expected  him  to  bestow  upon  the  survey  of  the  rest,, 
he  drew  away  the  curtain,  and  a^eared  so  much  charmed  with 
the  manner  ia  which  I  was  presented  before  him,  that  after  a 
&w  unavailing  efforts  to  free  me  in  a  more  peaceable  manner, 
in  two  blows  of  his  sword  he  broke  my  fragile  prison  into  & 
thousand  pieces* 

As  he  did  not  intend  to  render  me  this  service  without 
zeward,  and  as  my  heart  was  filled  with  a  decent  sense  of  gra^ 
titude,  his  curiosity  confined  itself  to  those  wonders  whose 
knowledge  had  been  forced,  upon  him  with  so  much  perse- 
verance ;.  mine  too  was  so  perfectly  satisfied,  that  I  l^ought  the 
whole  merit  of  all  the  pilgrims  and  all  the  geniuses  under  the 
sua,  must  eeirtaiidy  be  contained  in  the  only  Facardin  whom 
the  unirerse  could  produce.  We  soon  arranged  the  characters 
'which  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  play,  in  order  to  account  for 
tile  demolition,  of  the  cabinet,  and  we  settled  our  proceedings 
^  the  future :  though  this  last  precaution  wafr  qioite  useless,, 
^  yon.  will  soon  see. 
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in  the  worid  ihan  to  serve  this  brute  of  a  Genius^  for  a  bolater, 
I  called  to  mj  succour  that  curiosit^r  with  .which  nature  has 
so  ]dentifullj  endowed  me*  It  suggested  to-  me  the  doubly 
"  whether  I  could  possibly  contrive  to  deceire  a  jealous  hua* 
kuid,  who  always  carried  me  upon  his  back  well  packed  up 
when  he  was  awake,  and  who  when  he  wan  sleeping,  always 
slept  upon  my  lap  ?  "  I  answered  my  curiosity,  "  that  I  would 
immediately  satisfy  it^  whether  ike  thing  was  practicable,  or 
not."  With  this  view  I  tried  whether  I  could  manage  to  draw 
my  knees  from  under  his  ugly  head.  Finding  that  I  effected 
this  without  the  least  difficulty,  and  that  I  could  go  whither  I 
pleased,  for  whole  hours  together,  without  his  ever  stirring  from; 
the  place  where  I  had  left  him,  I  seized  the  yery  first  oppor- 
tunity of  trying  whether  I  could  not  carry  the  remainder  of 
my  project  into  effect.  I  succeeded  ;  and  this  i^peared  to  me 
so  amusing,  as  well  from  the  singularity  of  the  thing  as  for  the 
gratification  of  my  vengeance,  that  my  curiosity  (which  was- 
always  fertile  in  novel  ideas)  persuaded  me  to  persewere  in 
these  innocent  trials  of  my  skill  in  artifice,  till  I  arrived  at  the 
hundredth  infidelity.  I  guessed  that  I  should  find  infinite 
entertainment  in  the  different  excuses  and. cowardly  terrors  of 
those  wiiom  the  presence  of  the  Genius  would  of  course 
inspire  with,  extreme  alarm.  I  always  carried  with  me  yonder 
hoop>  which  you  see  loaded  with  rings  ;  they  belonged  to  the 
persons  who  aesisted  me  in  tricking  the  vigilance,  of  the 
Genius^  and  of  whom  there  was  not  one  who  waa  not  heartily 
terrified.  But  above  all,,  the  two  last  were  the  most  cowardly 
chicken-hearted  knaves  that  I  ever  met  with  in  tha  course  of 
my  existence.. 

*'  Trebizonde,  my  good  friend,"  cried  ihe  &dta%  interest- 
ing him,  *'  what  was  that  you  said  last  ?  " 

'*  Mighty  lord,"  replied  the  prince^  ''I  said  that  the  vir- 
tuous   Crystallina   informed   me,    that   having^  oarried    hat 


adjrentore  as  far  aa  the  nmet  j-eightb,  alie  receired  tha  two  last 
rings,  which  completed  the  hundred,  from  two  poor  eowardly 
deidls,  who  ahnoat  expired  througk  fright." 

'<  She  Med  I  '*  said  &e  Sultan  ;  *'  but  go  on  with  your  Us* 
tory :  we  will  diflcnss  that  point  another  time." 

In  obedience  to  his  9oTereign*s  eommanda  the  Prince  of 
Trebizonde  proceeded  to  state,  that  the  Njmph  of  iho  Roek 
ecatinized  h&r  narratiye  as  follows  : — 

The  hoop  being  now  furnished  with  the  complete  number 
•f  rmgs  which  I  had  resell^  to  accumulate,  I  grew  weary  of 
playing  tricks  to  an  animal  so  jealous  and  so  stupid,  and  I 
determined  to  find  Borao  new  entertainment  fi}r  my  curiosity. 
But  Fortune,  who  bad  fayoured  me  so  loi^,  turned  her  back 
ipon  me  when  I  was  least  prepared. 

We  had  returned  home  four  months  anil  a  few  miiuiteB  ;  and 
I  was  not  sony  to  find  myself  in  a  prison  less  narrow  than 
that  in  which  I  was  confined  during  my  travels.  The  rock  of 
erystal,  the  pavilion  in  which  we  are  at  present,  and  the  palace 
of  ^pvrrecks,  were  all  places  whose  variety  presented  me  at 
every  turn  with  the  most  unusual  charms  :  but  above  all  the 
lert,  the  saloon  which  contained  the  crystal  eabinetsy  was  the 
most  agreeable  tOi  me,  on  account  of  its  recalling  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  adknirable  Facardin.  One  day  I  had  shut  myself 
up  in  ft  with  Harpiana,.  in  order  that  we  might  talk  of  thai 
regretted  hero  without  interruption.  Harpiana  had  never  seen 
him ;  but  being  enldrely  in  my  interests,  she  was.  totremely 
«nriou8  to  obtain  &  sight  of  him,  charmed  with  the  wonders 
which  I  related,  both  respectmg  his  person,  and  the  very  gen* 
teel  manner  in  wIuk^  he  conducted  himself  towards  me. 

We  ware*  quite  at  a  less  how  to  obtain  any  intelligence  of 
him :  for  though  she  had  an  infiniiy  of  sense,,  and  my  curiosity 
fiuniahed  me  with  a  thousand  expedients,,  still  we  never  could 
effect  our .  purpose,,  surrounded  as  we  were  on  all  aides  by  the 
ocean. 
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**  If  we  had  but  a  sword/'  said  she,  "  I  would  go  in  pursuit, 
of  him  myself," 

**  And  why  is  a  sword  so  necessary  ?  "  I  inquired. 

"  Because/'  replied  Harpiana,  ''the  golden  bark  is  the  only 
vessel  to  be  found  here  ;  and  this  always  remains  motionless/ 
except  when  the  Genius  himself  touches  it  with  his  wand,  or 
when  any  person  enters  it  sword  in  hand.  Now,  as  we  haye 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  it  is  useless  for  us  to  think  about 
the  golden  bark." 

I  know  not  what  I  intended  to  do  with  the  rings,  of  which* 
I  had  made  such  a  fine  collection:  but  it  happened  that  I 
always  carried  them  about  me,  without  ever  thinking  of  exa* 
mining  them.  One  day  I  took  it  into  my  head  to  satisfy  this 
unlucky  curiosity,  and  while  I  was  thus  employed,  the  Geniu& 
surprised  me. 

I  was  extremely  confused.  My  embarrassment  appeared 
suspicious  to  my  husband.  He  was  astonished  at  the  number 
of  the  rings,  and  asked  me  how  I  came  by  them.  As  I  6\y* 
served  the  strange  and  sudden  alteration  of  his  countenance,  I 
was  thoroughly  aware  that  this  question  was  dictated  by  the> 
true  spirit  of  jealousy  ;  and  as  there  is  no  animal  in  the  whole 
world  so  ugly  and  so  terrible  as  a  jealous  husband  who  asks 
questions,  I  threw  myself  at  his  feet  without  delay,  and  re* 
quested  his  forgiveness  of  a  crime  which  I  had  not  committed, 
in  order  to  conceal  from  him  the  fault  of  which  I  was  really 
guilty*  Accordingly,  I  confessed  that  I  had  stolen  them  from 
the  cabinets  in  which  the  spoils  of  persona  shipwrecked  were 
deposited. 

This  confession  augmented  his  suspicions  ;  for  he  had  him^f 
self  laid  all  those  rings  aside  in  another  place,  and  he  was 
certain  that  there  were  not  above  fifteen  of  them  or  twenty  at 
most ;  while  on  the  hoop  which  he  had  taken  away  from  me,, 
the  number  amounted  to  a  full  hundred4    He  examined  them 
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one  afiter  another,  without  finding  what  he  was  in  search  of» 

Howeyer,  I  was  so  frightened  after  the  detection  of  my  first 

lie,  that  I  scarcely  knew  what  I  said  afterwards ;  and  he  at 

length  guessed  so  dexterously  all  the  circumstances  of  my 

transgressions,  that  he  pronounced  my  sentence  upon  the  spot* 

He  condemned  me  to  he  humed  alive  at  the  end  of  a  year, 

fmless  in  the  course  of  it  I  could  find  some  adventurer  who 

would  remove  from  the  hrazen  hoop  in  a  single  night  all  the 

rings  which  I  had  acquired  during  the  whole  of  my  travels. 

No  human  effort  could  get  them  off  except  one  after  another ; 

and  it  ^as  only  in  the  same  manner  hy  which  they  were  oh* 

tained,  that  they  could  he  made  to  move  from  the  places  in 

which,  before  the  trial  was  made,  the  Genius  took  care  to  fasten 

them. 

Such  was  the  monster's  decree  !  His  servants  were  charged 
to  see  it  executed^  He  disappeared  himself,  being  engaged  by 
some  undertaking  whose  nature  I  have  forgotten.  Ever  since, 
I  have  sought  for  a  person  who,  by  rendering  me  so  slight  a 
service,  would  save  my  life  ;  but  all  those  whom  the  golden 
bark  has  conducted  hither,  have  basely  refused  to  try  the 
adventure.  I  always  hoped  that  among  those  whose  succours 
Harpiana  implored  without  intermission,  she  might  at  length 
toeet  with  the  invincible  Facardin.  He,  I  am  persuaded,  would 
•accomplish  this  adventure  :  but  in  vain  have  I  flattered  myself 
with  these  fond  hopes  ;  Fortune  refuses  him  to  my  prayers, 
^nd  hitherto  has  only  conducted  to  this  pavilion  the  miserable 
wretches  who  preferred  the  occupation  and  dress  in  which 
'^you  saw  them,  for  the  remainder  of  their  effeminate  existence, 
rather  than  even  hear  of  the  enterprise  in  question,  after  they 
had  seen  me  come  out  of  the  hath.  Doubtless,  you  are  already 
informed  of  the  other  conditions,  and  of  everything  which 
relates  to  them.  Time  presses ;  you  are  informed  of  the  whole 
'«ffair  ;  it  is  now  only  necessary  to  know  your  determination. 
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in  order  that  the  clock  may  be  set :  for  twelve  hours  only  are 
allowed  you  to  finish  the  adventnre.  Yet  surely  to  judge  by 
your  appearance,  'to  so  yaliant  a  knight  twelve  hours  will  be 
more  than  sufEicient,  and  I  shall  eternally  confess  myself  in- 
debted to  you  f<ff  my  life. 

Such  was  the  narratlTe  of  the  modest  CrjBtaHina  ;  such  was 
the  proposal  with  which  she  finished  it,  and  my  answer  ww^ 
word  for  word,  as  follows: — 

*'  Fair  lady,  I  promise  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  deliy^,  or  at 
least  to  assist  you.  My  object  is  to  fight  your  enemies,  not  io 
make  love  to  yourself.  Without  vanity,  I  may  say  that  I 
should  find  it  as  easy  to  finish  this  adventure  in  another  way 
as  by  the  force  of  arms ;  but  as  glory  invites  me  to  employ  my 
sabre,  and  as  your  beauty,  all  wonderful  as  it  is,  does  not 
tempt  me  to  display  my  prowess  in  any  other  manner,  I  shall 
immediately  cut  myself  a  parage  through  your  butcher,  your 
clockmaker,  your  blacksmith,  your  female  Moors,  your  con- 
venient Harpiana,  her  hideous  companions,  and  the  whole  mob 
of  your  spinning  ragamuffins.  Now,  then,  make  up  your  mind 
whether  you  will  accompany  me  or  not.  If  you  choose  to  share 
my  fortunes,  I  wiU  save  you  from  Ike  perils  with  which  you  are 
menaced  at  the  hazard  of  my  life.  On  the  other  hand,  if  you 
prefer  remaining  here,  in  order  that  you  may  betray  me,  I 
give  you  my  word  of  honour  that,  in  case  of  my  being  attacked, 
the  first  head  which  I  cut  off  shall  come  from  your  shoulders." 

The  lady  between  the  sheets  seemed  afanoet  frightened  out 
of  her  senses  at  this  threat.  She  sprang  out  of  bed,  embraced 
my  knees,  and  assured  me  that  she  desired  nothing  better 
than  to  follow  me  through  ihe  world.  However,  she  implored 
me  to  listen  to  her  advice,  which  would  fadlitate  my^eDierpnse. 
She  then  Tetumed  to  her  bed,  and  told  me  that  she  was  going 
to  ring  the  bell  at  tkree  diff^ent  times  ;  that,  at  Ihe  first  tmgle, 
the  person  whose  business  it  was  to  set  the  clock  woidd  SMt  iul 
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to  make  his  appearance,  in  order  to  perform  bis  office  ;  that,  at 
&e  fieeond,  the  locksmith  would  arrive  to  eee  how  many  ringg 
were  alrea^  taken  cfff  from  the  brazen  hoop ;  and  that,  at  the 
^firard,  the  sacrificer  with  the  long  beard  would  come  running  to 
release  me,  in  ease  I  had  acoompliBhed  the  adventure,  or  (sup- 
posing me  to  be  found  imable  to  complete  it)  to  deliver  me  over 
to  his  servants,  tUl  he  had  leisure  to  fiaj  me  himself;  that 
these  three  personages  were  the  most  distinguisbed,  the  most 
cmel,  and  the  most  daugerouB  of  aQ  those  whom  the  Genius 
her  husband  bad  left  to  guard  her  and  execute  bis  orders  ;  and 
that,  having  enticed  them  into  the  pavilion  one  after  another 
ia  the  manner  which  she  had  just  explained,  I  should  be  able 
to  do  witb  them  whatevw  might  seem  to  me  the  best  to  be 
done. 

'*But  still,*^  continued  she,  "though  you  are  suffioientlj 
convinced  that  violei^  means  cannot  enable  you  to  open  the 
enchanted  hoop,  you  may  have  some  donbto  whether  gentle 
methods  would  or  would  not  be  more  effectual.  Therefore,  if 
you  like  it,  you  may  satisfy  your  curiosity  in  this  respect,  before 
you  have  recourse  to  the  other  extremity." 

**  My  curiosHy  ?  "  said  I.      •*  B'ing,  ring,  my  Lady  Orystai- 
^a  ;  my  dnposition  is  not  quite  so  curious  as  yours." 

"  I  never  heard  a  better  thing  in  my  life !  "  cried  the  Sultan; 
*'  that  is  exactly  what  I  should  have  said  myself  in  your  sitna^ 
'tion  ;  for  l&e  more  that  women  areenrious,  the  more  it  behoves 
«s  men  to  show  that  we  are  exempt  from  such  a  weakness  I 
Bed;,  pray,  go  on ;  your  narrative  is  so  entertfdning,  i3aat  i 
eould  pass  aU  my  lile  in  listening  to  yoo*  Well,  then,  yon 
were  standing  by  the  bedside  of  the  Nymph  of  Crystal,  in  your 
^gl^gown  and  i^ippers,  and  with  your  sword  in  your  band^ 
^ea  yoa  told  her  to  ring  the  beS.  You  see  ihat  I  forget 
aKothmg,  New,  let  us  hear  what  happened  afterwards. " 
.  **  Beb^  «eooutredy"  lesumed  the  Prince  of  TrebiKomde, 
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**  exactly  as  your  tuost  sagacious  Highness  has  just  descrihed, 
I  placed  myself  near  the  door  of  the  pavilion  ;  but  I  chosa 
such  a  position,  that  the  gentlemen  whom  we  expected  could 
not  possibly  see  me  till  they  should  have  passed  the  threshold. 
The  curious  fair  one  now  tingled  her  bell,  the  clockmaker  did 
not  fail  to  make  his  appearance,  and  I  did  not  fail  to  chop  his 
head  off.  I  served  the  locksmith  in  the  same  manner ;  and 
I  signified  to  the  nymph  by  signs  that  she  should  now  summon 
the  grand  sacrificer.  In  reply  she  raised  her  right  hand» 
and,  talking  with  her  fingers,  she  explained  to  me»  that  the 
iwo  officers  whose  business  I  had  just  done  for  them  wero 
appointed  to  enter  the  pavilion  much  about  the  same  time  to 
execute  their  several  functions ;  that  is,  the  one  to  set  tho 
clock,  and  the  other  to  count  the  rings  as  they  came  off  the 
enchanted  hoop.  They  had  also  the  privilege  of  remaining  ia 
the  pavilion  during  the  whole  adventure ;  but  she  gave  me  te 
understand  that  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  ring  the  bell  a  third 
time  so  soon,  since  the  sacrificer  could  not  possibly  believe  that 
the  enterprise  was  already  accomplished ;  and  still  less,  that  if 
the  attempt  was  abandoned  in  despair,  that  he  should  be  Bum« 
moned  before  there  was  any  necessity.  She  therefore  repre- 
sented to  me  that  it  would  be  most  prudent  to  wait  three  or 
^our  hours,  which  would  allow  us  sufficient  time  to  make  an 
opening  in  the  back  part  of  the  pavilion,  through  which  we 
might  escape  during  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  with  less  di£i^ 
culty  than  by  the  door,  which  was  always  surrounded  by  a 
multitude  of  guards  in  complete  armour.  Having  given  this 
ladvice,  she  let  fall  the  hand  with  which  she  had  beeu. 
-discoursing. 

As  my  right  hand  was  Employed  in  holding  my  sabre,  I  wa^ 
obliged  to  make  my  answer  with  the  left ;  but,  indeed,  I  cast 
talk  as  easily  with  the  one  as  with  the  other«  I  replied^ 
.that  Facardin  of  Trebizonde  was  not  used  to  make  bis  escape 
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bj  breaking  out  of  a  back  door  through  fear  of  danger ;  that  I 
would  haye  nothing  to  do  with  her  aforesaid  opening  ;  and  that 
ii  she  did  not  immediately  ring  the  bell  for  her  Jack  Ketch  of 
a  pontiff,  I  was  determined  to  flet  out  in  search  of  him,  and 
Bend  him  to  join  his  two  scurvy  companions. 

I  no  fiooner  ceased  to  speak — ^that  is  to  say,  to  move  my 
£ngers—than  hers  resumed  the  conyersation.     She  said  that  if 
BQcfa  was  my  determination,  she  at  least  conjured  me  to  take 
one  of  the  spinning-wheels  in  my  left  hand  by  way  of  a  buckler; 
for  that  the  satellites  of  the  Genius,  who  would  infallibly  oppose 
my  passage,  bore  such  profound  yeneration  to  these  machines, 
that  they  would  sacrifice  their  liyes  rather  than  run  the  risk  of 
breaking  what  they  knew  to  be  so  precious  to  their  necromantic 
master.     This  piece  of  adyice  was  not  so  disagreeable  to  me 
as  her  former  counsels.     Accordingly,  I  laid  hold  of  the  spin- 
ning-wheel whicb  was  nearest ;  and  the  yirtuous  Crystallina, 
jumping  out  of  bed  and  seizing  the  other,  implored  me  to  set 
forward  without  waiting  for  the  enemy's  arrival ;  since,  by  this 
means  we  should  stand  the  better  chance  of  taking  them  by 
surprise,  and  when  they  were  least  prepared  for  an  attempt  so 
desperate. 

I  did  not  contradict  her.  We  quitted  the  pavilion  of  Darius  ; 
and  the  astonishment  of  the  guards  who  surroimded  it  was  so 
great,  that  I  cut  down  five  or  six  before  they  had  time  to 
recollect  themselves.  The  rest  betook  themselves  to  flighty 
howling  most  horribly,  and  I  pursued  them  with  rather  too 
much  ardour ;  for  the  grand  sacrificer,  whom  I  happened  to 
have  left  behind  while  I  went  forward  to  look  for  him,  quitted 
the  altar  which  he  had  prepared  for  me,  and  came  running  after 
me  with  a  dozen  of  his  attendants,  each  provided  with  a  great 
chain  for  the  purpose  of  binding  me  neck  and  heels.  Crystallina 
warned  me  of  my  danger  by  a  loud  exclamation,  which  made  me 
turn  round.     No  one  dared  to  approach  her,  because  she  took 
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care  to  cover  herself  with  the  awful  spimung-wheel ;  and 
hesides  this  protection,  e^e  spun  with  all  h»  might  and  maia 
when  she  found  her  danger  become  very  urgent.  This  was  aa 
action  which  the  boldest  of  our  enemies  dared  not  behold  with- 
out prostrating  themselyes  upon  the  earth  ;  and  during  one  of 
these  humiliations  I  took  an  opportunity  of  slicing  off  the  head 
df  the  confounded  high-priest,  without  lespect  for  the  length  of 
his  beard  or  the  sanctity  of  his  office^ 

This  once  accomplished,  what  followed  was  rather  a  rout 
than  a  combat.  I  killed  as  many  as  I  eould  reach,  widiout 
trifling  away  my  time  in  making  prisoners ;  and  having  tra- 
versed the  crystal  rock  without  meeting  with  the  slightest 
•obstacle,  I  assisted  the  wife  of  the  genius  to  enter  the  golden 
bark.  I  followed  her  into  it;  and  no  sooner  was  I  on  board 
than  the  vessel  sailed  away  as  if  it  had  been  mad,  without 
asking  us  whither  we  chose  to  be  carried.  I  must  not  conceal 
from  your  Highness,  that  my  joy  at  having  accomplished  this 
adventure  was  so  great,  that  till  we  were  out  at  sea  I  did  not 
recollect  my  armour.  It  appeared  to  me  quite  disgraceful  to 
leave  it  behind,  me  by  so  precipitate  a  retreat.  And  being 
unwilling  that  the  genius  on  his  return  should  convert  m j  arms 
into  a  trophy  of  my  flight,  I  endeavoured  to  steer  the  vessel 
back  to  the  place  which  we  had  just  quitted.  But  the  bark 
paid  no  attention  to  me,  and  in  spite  of  all  my  exertions  we 
soon  reached,  a  landing-place,  where  we  fovmd  an  abundance  of 
good  company,  as  you  will  see  in  the  progress  of  my  narration. 

I  told  you  that  I  was  extremely  vexed  at.  not  having  been 
able  to  regain  the  crystal  rock,  in  order  that  I  might  have 
rescued  my  armour ;  but  my  distress  was  very  different,  when 
1  perceived  that  the  bark  sailed  straight  towards  a  shore,, 
which  was  covered  with  a  multitude  of  people,  some  on  horse-^ 
back,  some  on  foot,  but  most  of  them  superbly  armed  and 
accoutred.     I  could  also  distinguish  in  the  distance,  a  number 
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et  fentB  and  paTilions^  laued  in  the-  middle  of  on  extcnsire 
plam,  and  nurounded  with  IsEtj  trees,  whose  boug^  formed 
#Ter  them  a  shade,  cooU  thick,,  and  delioiou& 

These  bnghti^  as  well  as  the  populace,  astonished  at  the 

fight  of  nsy  were  idl  assembled  on  tiie  margin  of  the  sea,  and 

^aajkjeim  contemplating  us  wiih  their  telescopes,  while  they 

expresaed  increaang  astonishment,  in  proportion  as  we  drew 

nearer  to  the  shore.    I  was  so  completely  out  of  humour  at 

finding  myself  obliged  to   disembark  in  the  middle  of  this 

assembly  (my  companion  a  lady  in  her  shifib,  myself  with  a 

^wn  sword  and  in  my  night-gown  and  slippers,  and  our 

vkole  freight  consisting  in  a  couple  of  spinning-wheels),  that  I 

was  tempted  to  throw  myself  into  the  sea,  racher  than  land  in 

a  situation  so  ridiculous. 

To  land  at-last,  however,  there  was  nO'  avoiding.  So  greatf 
was  my  confusion,  that  I  was  really  to  be  pitied.  I  himg  down 
my  head;  I  dared  not  lift  my  eyes  from  the  ground,  and  D 
knew  not  where  to  conceal  myself ;  but  the  lady  was  not  in 
the  least  put  out  of  countenance.  She  no  sooner  landed  than 
she  began  to  put  her  spinning-wheel  in  motion ;  aiid  though- 
this  action  did  not  inspire  such  extreme  respect  as  was^  the  case 
in  the  Crystal  Island,  nevertheless  those  who  had  witnessed 
eur  disembarication  did  not  fail  to  assemble  round  her. 

I  expected  that  our  reception  would  have  been  aocompanied^ 
by  loud  bursts  of  laughter  and  a  thousand  jests  and  sarcasms  ; 
but  finding  myself  mistaken,  I  took  courage,  and  on  raising^my 
eyes  I  was  surprised  to  see  tliat  all  the  men  of  distinction  were 
accoutred  in  a.mode  to  the  fhll  as  ridiculous  and  extraordiniEtry 
as  myself,  though  in  different  manners. 

Three  of  those  whom  I  had  seen  on  horseback  now  alighted,, 
and  advanced  to  receive  us.  The  sight  of  two  of  them  first 
^w  a  cry  of  astonishment  from  Crystallina,  and  then  threw 
her  into  such  fits  of  laughter,  that  she  almost  burst  her  sides : 

g2 
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I  could  not  resist  following  her  example*  The  knight,  who 
first  addressed  me,  told  me  with  great  politeness  that  I  did 
nothing  to  any  purpose,  unless  I  fell  to  spinning  with  mj  own 
hands.  This  person  was  the  tallest  and  best  made  man  that 
I  eyer  beheld.  On  his  head  he  wore  a  fish-kettle  instead  of  a 
helmet,  and  by  way  of  a  sword  a  huge  spit  was  dangling  at  his 
left  side ;  but  the  rest  of  his  dress  was  brilliant  with  azure, 
gold,  and  gems  of  incalculable  value.  His  strange  dress,  and 
the  gravity  with  which  he  delivered  his  remonstrances,  would 
Jiave  forced  a  smile  from  a  criminal  upon  the  rack. 

**  I  need  not  ask,"  he  continued,  **  whence  you  now  come  j 
the  golden  bark,  the  princess  who  accompanies  you,  and  your 
sword  still  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  a  terrible  adversary, 
sufficiently  assure  me^  that  both  in  war  and  love  you  are  one  of 
the  most  valiant  combatants  in  the  universe,  and  I  congratulate 
you  on  your  success.  But  your  present  adventure,  it  is  not 
enough  to  be  a  hero ;  you  must  also  be  a  buffoon.  To  be  able 
to  make  blood  flow  is  a  great  point ;  but  it  is  a  much  greater 
to  be  able  to  make  faces !  Let  me  therefore  advise  you  to 
take  the  wheel  from  the  hands  of  your  companion,  and  favour 
us  with  a  specimen  of  your  spinning." 

I  was  in  doubt  how  to  take  this  sarcastic  counsel,  when  my 
companion  (as  he  called  her)  came  running  towards  him  with 
open  arms. 

'*  Ah !  "  she  exclaimed,  **  my  ever-adored  Facardin  I  Does 
then  fortune  at  length  relent,  and  restore  you  to  the  unabated 
impatience  of  my  first  curiosity  ?  " 

**  Crystallina  the  Curious,"  replied  he,  repulsing  her 
caresses  ;  "  different  objects  suit  different  seasons  ;  at  present 
your  affairs  are  not  the  point  in  question.  What  climate 
throughout  the  world  is  ignorant  of  the  conditions  of  a  charm,, 
which  this  renowned  warrior  has  broken,  and  what  curiosity^ 
would  not  now  at  length  be  satisfied  ?  " 
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The  kind-hearted  CrystalHna  seemed  to  be  somewhat  mortl* 
£ed  by  this  reception.  However,  she  was  not  cast  down.  On 
the  contrary,  with  equal  rapture  she  ran  to  embrace  the  second 
knight,  though  with  no  better  success.  He  did  not  even 
honour  her  with  a  look,  but  repulsing  her  even  more  harshly 
than  the  other,  he  turned  round  and  addressed  himself  to  me. 
Me  was  more  lovely  than  day,  and  his  dress  was  as  follows  :— 
His  brows  were  encirled  with  a  leather  band  in  the  shape  of 
a  diadem,  from  which  rose  an  innumerable  quantity  of  stream* 
ing  feathers.  He  wore  a  cuirass  of  polished  steel,  and  roimd 
Ms  waist  was  fastened  a  leather  apron  tolerably  dirty.  In  one 
hand  he  held  an  awl,  in  the  other  a  cobbler's  last,  and  at  the 
end  of  a  rope  all  daubed  with  pitch  hung  a  shoeing  horn.  Just 
as  he  opened  his  lips  to  address  me,  the  third  approached  to 
make  his  bow.  I  easily  imderstood  that  Crystallina  had  no 
knowledge  of  this  last  knight,  for  her  curiosity  furnished  her 
with  nothing  to  say  to  him;  still  his  dress  and  appearance 
would  have  excited  the  curiosity  of  ajiy  other  person. 

His  stature  was  by  no  means  lofty,  not  to  say  that  it  was 

extremely  low.    He  wore  a  casque  which  imitated  to  perfection 

the  head  of  a  cock,  the  comb  forming  the  crest.    On  each  arm 

was  a  kind  of  buckler  covered  with  feathers,  and  when  these 

two  bucklers  met  upon  his  back,  you  would  have  sworn  that 

they  were  the  wings  of  a  cock.     His  cuirass,  also  covered  with 

similar  plumes,  represented  the  bird's  stomach  ;  a  thick  tuft  of 

long  feathers  bending  backwards  seemed  to  rise  from  his  chine; 

each  leg  was  armed  with  a  gilt  spur,  fastened  just  above  his 

ancle;  and  in  order  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the 

TBsemblance  which  he  wished  to  produce,  he  clapped  his  wing* 

looking  bucklers  three  times,  and  imitated  the  crow  of  a  cock 

^  perfectly,  that  any  hen  in  the  universe  would  have  been 

completely  taken  in* 

\  As  I  could  not  imagine  the  meaning  of  all  this,  I  stopped 
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ihe  quesiions,  which  they  were  going  to  ask,  by  entreating 
them  to  tell  me  in  what  port  of  the  worid  we  were ;  why  sc^ 
many  persons  thought  proper  to  wear  such  different  disguises  ; 
and  what  whim  had  indaced  these  three  in  particular  to  assume 
their  several  characters. 

.  ^  It  is  not  very  probable,"  answered  the  tall  Facardin^ 
*-*  that  you  should  be  really  ignorant  in  this  respect,  since,  to 
judge  by  your  own  dress,  the  same  design  must  certainly  have 
conducted  you  hither.  Still  as  we  are  the  last  arrived  except 
yourself,  it  is  our  duty  to  inquire  whether  you  are  willing  t» 
engage  in  this  adventure,  supposing  that  you  either  are  or  are 
not  ignorant  of  its  nature.  If  you  consent  you  shall  be  admitted 
into  our  company  ;  otherwise  you  shall  be  furnished  with 
everything  necessary  to  enable  your  prosecuting  your  journey 
«efeewbere.'* 

i  replied  that  I  desired  no  better  than  to  signalise  myself  in 
«ny  adventure  whatever ;  and  I  gave  them  .my  promise  io  make 
one  among  thenu  • 

"In  that  case,"  said  the  knight,  who  was  decorated  with 
the  shoeing  horn,  "  it  belongs  to  me,  as  being  the  last  comer, 
to  receive  you,  conduct  you,  and  instruct  you,  as  to  what  is 
going  on  in  thiis  quarter.  I  shall  begin  by  making  known  to 
you  the  first  of  (those  adventures  which  guided  myself  hither ; 
but  with  your  permission  I  will  defer  my  narrative  till  you  shaH 
have  rested  and  refreshed  yourself  a  little  in  one  of  the  pa- 
vilions, which  you  may  perceive  benea^  yonder  trees.  Few 
people  are  ignorant  of  the  enchantment  of  the  Crystal  Rook  z 
you  'have  finished  the  adventure  of  the  brazen  boop,  by  deOiver*- 
ing  the  gentlewoman  who  stands  near  you.  Come  then,  an! 
refresh  yourselves  after  your  fatigues  ;  and  while  the  lady  6piB» 
4>eside  you,  I  will  tell  ber  an  anecdote  or  two  respecting  the 
genius  her  husband,  which  will  astonish  her  not  a  little."         ^ 

Having  made  this  compliment,  tbe  HAaee  Knights  called  for 


TBE  FOUR  FAOABDINB.  87 

&etr  horses,  uid  ordered  one  magnificently  oaparifiboed  to  be 

brought  for  me :  the  cock  was  on  horseback  the  first ;  and  as 

soon  as  he  was  mounted  he  began  to  dap  his  wings,  and  to 

erow  wHh  all  his  might  and  main.     When  I  saw  snch  a  fignre 

on  horseback,  I  thought  that   I   should  haye  expired  with 

koghiog;  for  his  steed,  frightened  out  of  his  wits  by  these 

Qoexpected  proceedings,  kicked,  and  jumped,  and  frisked,  and 

made  such  a  clattering,  that  the  nymph  Crystallina  (who, 

according  to  the  custom  of  the  place,  had  been  placed  on  a 

pillion  behind  me)  laughed  herself  into  so  yiolent  a  fit  of 

the  vapours,  that  we  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  bringing  her 

to  herself. 

^^Fair  lady,"  said  the  cock,  as  soon  as  she  was  recoTered, 
"^  I  am  extremely  flattered  by  your  approbation ;  but  still  when 
we  come  to  the  point,  I  am  terribly  afraid  of  failing*  As  for 
yon,  valiant  stranger,"  he  continued,  addressing  himself  to 
me,  **1  would  advise  you,  as  a  friend,  to  take  the  wheel  from 
this  lady,  and  spin  away  as  usual" 

**  As  usual  ?  "  I  exclaimed.  *'  May  I  be  called  a  traitor 
and  a  scoundrel,  if  ever  I  spun  a  thread  in  the  whole  course  of 
my  life!" 

**  Nay,  it  does  not  signify  !  "  replied  he,  who  was  to  be  my 
master  of  the  ceremonies,  and  who  wore  the  leather  apron ; 
*' only  it  is  as  well  to  practise  beforehand." 

This  said,  he  gave  orders  that  the  rest  of  my  equipage 
should  be  brought  after  me  (meaning  the  other  spinning- 
wheel),  and  that  the  golden  bark  Should  be  conducted  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  on  whose  banks  the  pavilions  were  pitched. 

As  soon  .as  we  were  in  motion,  the  strangers  and  myself 
began  to  examine  each  other  again  from  head  to  foot.  I  had 
^abeady  opened  my  mouth  to  inquire  why  they  chose  to  wear 
their  masquerade  dresses  so  long  after  the  carnival,  but  the 
flight  of  the  Awl  guessed  what  I  was  going  to  ask. 
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I  perceive,  said  he,  that  you  are  come  hither  from  no 
premeditated  design,  though  in  this  extraordinary  apparel. 
That  is  not  the  case  with  us :  and  since  you  appear  to  feel 
such  astonishment  at  the  sight  of  oiu*  arms  and  dresses,  you 
prohahly  are  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  adventure  which 
you  have  just  engaged  yourself  to  attempt*  I  will  therefore 
instruct  you  in  every  particular,  and  lay  hefore  you  all  the 
dangers  which  it  presents,  and  the  recompense  which  it 
-promises. 


HISTORY    OP    MOUSSELLINA   THE    SERIOUS,  PRINCESS    OF 

ASTRACAN. 

The  King  of  Astracan  (it  was  thus  that  the  Knight  of  the 
Awl  commenced  his  narrative),  one  of  the  most  powerful 
sovereigns  of  Asia,  not  only  on  account  of  his  extensive 
dominions  and  the  gold  and  silver  mines  contained  in  them» 
but  of  the  valuable  chintz  manufactures  which  have  rendered 
his  name  celebrated  throughout  the  imiverse. — The  King  of 
Astracan,  I  say,  in  spite  of  all  his  splendour  and  prosperity, 
still  considered  himself  the  most  unfortunate  X)f  mankind,  for 
he  had  no  children  to  whom  he  might  bequeath  his  sceptre. 
The  Queen,  his  wife,  was  young,  handsome,  and  well  made ; 
indeed,  her  whole  appearance  was  so  promising,  and  her  flow 
of  health  so  uninterrupted,  that  you  would  have  taken  your 
oath  that  the  King's  affliction  was  occasioned  by  no  fault  of 
hers*  Accordingly,  he  never  expressed  the  least  displeasure 
against  her  personally  on  this  account ;  and  as  he  loved  her 
passionately,  he  was  not  even  offended  at  her  laughing  all  day 
long  at  his  extreme  impatience,  and  the  infinite  pains  which  he 
took  to  procure  a  successor*  So  many  vows  were  made,  and  m 
many  sacrifices  were  offered,  to  obtain  a  blessing  thus  ardently 
desu-ed,  that  the  priests  were  perfectly  worn  out  with  fatigue  ; 
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ssid  as  the  King  belieyed  the  whole  fault  in  this  business  to  be 
his  own,  there  was  no  end  to  his  baths,  and  his  medicines,  and 
his  drinking  mineral  waters  ;  for  in  short  he  fairly  went  through 
dl  the  ceremonies  which  are  prescribed  to  women,  in  order  to 
produce  fertility.  At  all  this  the  Queen  laughed  ready  to  kill 
berself,  as  well  as  at  the  vows,  the  offerings,  and  the  sacrifices 
which  were  layished  with  so  little  effect ;  yet  no  one  took  it 
amiss  that  she  should  be  the  only  person  who  appeared  to  he 
amused  by  what  was  considered  by  the  nation  as  a  public 
calamity.  The  people  knew  well  that  the  poor  Princess  did 
not  act  thus  singularly  out  of  ill-nature,  and  that  her  only 
defect  was  that  of  being  the  most  incessant  giggler  of  the 
present  age  ;  everything  made  her  laugh,  and  nothing  enter- 
tained her.  The  King,  her  husband,  had  been  engaged  in 
several  wars  with  the  neighbouring  sovereigns  on  this  very 
account ;  for  whenever  they  sent  to  announce  some  melancholy 
event  (as,  for  example,  the  death  of  an  only  son),  she  answered 
the  amhassadors  with  their  long  black  trains,  by  such  bursts 
of  laughter,  that  they  immediately  left  the  hall  of  audience  in 
high  displeasmre,  and  sent  off  dispatches  to  their  master,  filled 
with  indignant  complaints  at  the  gross  violation  which  the 
respect  due  to  representatives  of  sovereign  majesty  had 
experienced  in  their  persons. 

This  malady  of  the  Queen's  daily  strengthening  and  ad* 
vancing  towards  perfection,  by  the  advice  of  his  council  the 
King  resolved  that  she  should  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  famous 
Oracle  of  the  Cock,  and  that  she  should  only  be  accompanied 
by  a  small  number  of  attendants,  as  is  usual  on  these  occasions. 
The  temple  of  this  Oracle  is  at  the  gates  of  Foiu*chimena, 
capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Bactria.  She  arrived  there  without 
accident,  concealing  her  name  and  rank,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
ceremony  and  expense  of  a  public  reception. 

The  King,  who  had  followed  her  incognitOi  thought  fit. to 
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Bzplain  the  object  of  his  voyage  to  the  priestess  of  the  temple 
himself';  and  while  he  was  earnestly  consulting  the  holy  matroB 
respecting  his  wife's  embarrassment,  her  Majesty  was  ready 
to  split  her  sides  with  laughing.  The  Priestess  was  extremely 
scandaHsed  at  this  indecorous  behayiour  ;  however,  afer  a  few 
skips  in  the  air,  and  some  frightful  contortions,  she  delivered 
the  following  oracle,  as  inspired  by  the  sacred  cock^  her 
master : 

**  That  irliicli  is  unshed  by  the  ^Te-Pilgrim, 
Shall  happen  ere  long  to  the  She-THgamii 

And  both  shall  laugh. 

When  the  cow  has  a  calf : 
But  the  season  which  suits  the  best  with  laughing. 

He,  who  makes  the  infiint  laugh, 
Shall  laugh  the  loudest  laugh  by  half  in !  ^ 

The  beginning  of  this  answer  was  sufficiently  e^rpHcit ;  bilt 
the  second  part  was  rather  embarrassing,  and  afforded  the 
spectators  ample  room  for  exercising  their  powers  of  argument 
and  conjecture.  The  event,  however,  proved  that  the  Oracle 
was  as  good  as  its  word,  and  indeed  better  ^  for  at  the  end  of 
nine  months  the  Queen  produced  a  son  and  daughter,  ef 
which  it  was  difficult  to  decide  which  was  the  most  beautifiBl; 
though  it  was  certain  that  they  were  both  more  beautifiil  than 
any  child  ever  was  at  its  iarst  appearance  in  the  world.  Unfor- 
tunately, the  birth  of  the  children  cost  the  poor  Queen  her 
life,  for  in  the  very  act  of  being  brought  to  bed  she  died  of 
laughter. 

Nothing  coidd  have  consoled  the  king  for  her  loss,  >ezcept 
the  children  whom  she  left  behind  her,  and  the  pleasure  which 
he  found  in  being  able  to  sit  quietly  in  his  palace,  without 
being  stunned  every  moment  by  immoderate  bursts  of  laughter* 
But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  enjoy  sudi  a  happy  state  of 
tranquillity.     At  the  end  of  siic  months  the  chamber^  which 
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"caaAshieA  im  Searefit  treasiires,  Tras  disoorered  in  the  mght  to 
lie  on  fre.  On  the  first  alarm  he  hastened  to  the  place  ;  but 
iboQgh  eyery  one  followed  his  example,  and  though  numbers 
thxev  themselyes  into  the  flames  in  'hopes  of  saving  the 
dnldren,  ihe  conflagration  was  so  rapid  and  so  dreadful,  that  it 
was  mty  possible  to  rescue  the  little  girl.  The  greatest  part 
"of  the  officers  of  the  royal  household,  who  remained  in  the 
midst  of  the  Are  and  smoke  till  the  yery  last  moment,  returned 
at  length  half  roasted,  but  without  being  able  to  save  the  unfor- 
^tonate  Prince. 

This  calamity  threw  tlie  whole  kingdom  into  the  deepest 
affiietion.  As  to  the  King,  he  absolutely  refused  to  admit  of 
any  comfort ;  but  Time,  who  is  the  nniyersal  consoler,  insen- 
nbJy  diminished  ihe  father's  grief,  while  he  gradually  increased 
the  daughter's  beauty.  She  was  the  living  image  of  her 
mother,  except  that  she  was  taller,  better  proportioned,  had  a 
hoxer  skin,  a  finer  complexion,  and  eyes  more  brilliant  a  thou- 
sand times.  In  short,  if  we  are  to  credit  those  who  have  seen 
her,  she  is  att  this  moment  a  thousand  times  more  beautiful 
than  s31  the  other  Princesses  in  the  world  put  together ;  but 
alas !  "  he  continued,  heaving  a  profound  sigh,  **  it  is  evident, 
that  they,  who  speak  thus  rapturously  of  Moussellina,  cannot 
have  seen  all  the  Princesses  in  the  world !  " 

After  making  this  reflection,  the  Knight  of  ihe  Awl  remained 
for  some  moments  absorbed  in  a  deep  reverie  ;  from  whence  he 
iu>  sooner  recoyered,  than  he  resumed  his  discourse  in  the 
fdiowing  manner. 

The  King,  more  dazzled  with  her  charms  than  even  his 
court  and  his  whole  people,  was  never  weary  of  admiring  him- 
Mtf  in  his  peiformance ;  and  believing  her  to  merit  all  the 
crowns  in  the  universe,  he  was  determined  not  to  deprive  her  of 
^  own  bj  contracting  a  second  marriage.  But  as  it  was  his 
fate  never  4o  enjoy  p^ect  happiness  in  his  family  affairs,  this 
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admirable  Princess,  whose  erery  glance  showered  darts  of  flame 
around  her,  and  whose  whole  person  and  slightest  movement 
displayed  graces  the  most  lively  and  animated,  had  never  yet 
been  known  to  open  her  mouth  either  for  the  purposes  of 
laughter  or  conversation ;  and  it  was  only  when  she  yawned 
(which  she  was  much  in  the  habit  of  doing)  that  she  exhibited 
gums  of  a  brighter  vermilion  and  teeth  of  a  purer  ivory,  than 
ever  were  till  then  beheld  by  the  eyes  of  mortals*  The  good 
King,  (who,  while  his  daughter  was  a  child,  was  continually 
thanking  his  stars  that  she  was  free  from  her  mother's  defect,) 
as  soon  as  she  was  grown  up,  would  have  given  half  his  king- 
dom to  have  seen  her  laugh  through  the  whole  four  and  twenty 
hours  ;  so  heartily  was  he  wearied  of  a  gravity,  which  appeared 
to  him  even  more  insupportable  than  her  mother  s  incessant 
laughter. 

No  means  were  left  untried,  which  might  possibly  induce  her 
to  break  this  silence,  which  distressed  everybody,  and  to  over^ 
come  her  solemnity,  with  which  she  was  out  of  all  patience  her* 
self:  for  it  was  quite  evident  from  her  manners,  that  every 
thing  entertained  her,  though  nothing  could  make  her  laugh : 
but  all  means  were  tried  in  vain.  Philosophers,  chemists, 
masters  of  languages,  and  instructors  of  parroquets,  aU  exerted 
their  talents  to  make  her  speak,  and  all  threw  away  their  time ; 
nor  was  her  gravity  less  obstinate  than  her  silence.  In  vain 
did  they  collect  together  all  the  buffoons  and  jesters  of  the 
kingdom,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent :  the  Eling  even  sent  for 
the  best  company  of  comedians  to  be  found  in  all  China,  where 
farces  are  acted  in  greater  perfection  than  in  any  other  country 
of  the  universe ;  but  they  might  as  well  have  remained  at 
home*  They  were  not  able  to  twist  the  Princess's  mouth  into 
so  much  a-s  a  single  smile* 

As  it  oftens  happens,  that  misfortunes  which  appear  to  be 
past  remedy,  are  frequently  followed  by  others  still  more  difficult 
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to  support,  80  it  proved  in  the  present  instance :  an  event 
at  length  occurred,  which  made  the  King,  the  court,  and 
indeed  the  whole  kingdom  look  as  grave  as  herself.  She  was 
fond  of  all  kinds  of  amusement,  hut  particularly  of  the  chace : 
a  magnificent  castle,  emhosomed  in  a  wide  and  agreeahle  forestt 
and  situated  at  scarcely  a  day's  journey  from  the  metropolis, 
i^as  the  abode  which  she  had  selected  for  the  purpose  of  enjoy- 
ing this  exercise  in  perfection*  She  managed  her  horse  like 
ftn  Amazon ;  and  in  her  hunting  equipage  not  only  looked  as 
lovely  as  Diana  herself,  hut  was  without  comparison  more 
deiterous  and  active* 

One  day,  when  the  ardour  of  sport  had  carried  her  further 
than  was  her  usual  custom,  and  when  the  exertion  of  killing 
and  pursuing  the  forest's  inhahitants  had  nearly  exhausted  her 
strength,  ihe  found  herself  on  the  hanks  of  the  river,  which 
traverses  the  forest :  it  is  the  same  hy  which  your  hark  is  to 
rejoin  us  at  the  shore,  whither  we  are  now  proceeding.  The 
"Waters  of  this  river  are  full  as  clear  as  those  in  which 
Alexander  the  Great  was  so  near  losing  his  life,  hut  are  hy  no 
Bieana  reckoned  so  dangerous*  As  their  qualities  were  well 
known,  no  ohjection  was  made  to  the  wish  which  the  Princess 
laade  to  refresh  herself  hy  hathing.  Accordingly,  she  hastened 
into  the  water,  all  covered  with  dust  and  perspiration,  without 
giYmg  her  attendants  time  to  raise  the  magnificent  pavilion  of 
chintz  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver,  which  was  usually' 
erected  on  these  occasions. 

Her  male  attendants  of  coiu-se  withdrew  to  a  considerable 
Stance,  before  the  Princess  hegan  to  undress*  There  only 
Remained  with  her  two  of  her  principal  ladies  and  four  maids 
^  honour,  who,  hy  the  King's  order,  never  left  her,  because 
*hey  were  the  greatest  talkers  to  he  foimd  in  all  Aatracan. 
They  followed  their  mistress  into  the  river,  and  having  placed 
ttemselves  near  her,  the  neighhouring  woods  and  rocks  soon 
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rung  with  auoh  a  clack,  as  nevet  was  heard  before,  nor  will  be^ 
again.  For  my  own  part  I  am  persuaded,  that  instead  «C 
Veing  induced  to  talk  by  listening  to  these  damsels  (which  watf 
her  father's  design  in  placing  them  about  her  person),  the  poor 
Princess,  OYerpowered  by  their  flux  of  words,,  had  made  a  vow. 
never  to  open  her  lips,  from  the  fear  of  resembling  them* 

Whether  this  was  the  case  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  the  EiDg* 
was  soon  under  the  necesuty  of  forming  a  new  household  for 
Ms  daughter :  for  while  die  was  refreshing  the  loveliest  limbs 
in  the  universe  in  the  most  transparent  and  delicious  of  all  pes*- 
Bible  rivers,  these  chattering  women  began  io  praise  her  beauty,. 
aU  at  the  same  time.  One  exclaimed,  that  the  god  of  tiie 
stream  must  needs  be  the  foolishest  fish  that  ever  swam,  to  sea 
so  perfect  a  beauty  in  his  bed  without  giving  any  sign  of  liisi 
being  in  existence.  Another  declared,  that  poor  Jupiter 
must  certainly  be  grovm  lamentably  old,  since  he  did  not  think 
it  worth  his  while  to  metamorphose  himself  for  the  salce  of  a 
mortal  more  charming  than  all  the  goddesses  put  together ;  he 
who  had  formerly  transformed  himself  into  bulls  and  swans  in 
honour  of  creatures,  who  would  have  looked  like  so  many  scul- 
lions by  the  side  of  a  beauty,  who  discovered  through  the  tiiia 
gauze  (which  formed  her  only  covezing)  tffii  thousand  chaniis 
of  the  most  dazzling  lustre  ! 

It  is  still  a  question  in  dispute,  whether  the  god  of  the  river 
was  out  of  patience  at  their  chattering,  or  the  Deities  of 
Olympus  were  offended  at  their  impertinence ;  but  whichever 
was  the  case,  it  so  happened,  that,  all  on  a  sudden  the  waters 
raised  themselves  to  an  astonishing  height.  Terrified  at  the 
prospect  of  being  dinwned^  the  females  hastened  to  regain  the 
bank  ;  when  ihey  beheld  close  behind  them  a  monster,  whose 
enormous  bulk  occupied  the  whole  space  between  the  opposite 
shores.  In  vain  did  they  endeavour  to  climb  the  nearest  bank» 
though  the  waters  nearly  placed  them  upon  a  level  with  tbe 


laodr  &ej  were  eacried  aw«gr  by  the  impetuoaity  of  the 
current,  and  soon  swallowed  up  Hke  so  many  frogs  by  the 
inimense;  th«>ai  ef  ilie  crocodile^  who  followed  dose  behind 

The  PnnceBB,  wiio  had  seen  but  too>  distioGiLy  ike  tragieal 
adyentiiiB  of  her  ladies  and  her  maids  of  honoer,  had  now  less 
xQcJination  to  laugh  than  ever  ;  especially,  as  the  monster,  as 
soon  as  he  had'  got  his  teeth  picked  by  &  particular  fish,  who 
follows  hm  everywhere  for  that  express  purpose,  made  towards 
her  St  foil  speed.  Her  first  intention  was  to  gain  the  nearest 
i^ank  by  fy^fovx-  of  the  waves,  which  had  already  made  their 
way  o?er  it ;  ibis  pmnt  once  carried,  she  might  easily  seize 
her  bow  and  arrows,  which  lay  at  no  great  distance,  and  defend 
herself  against  the  crocodile's  attacks.  Unluckily,  all  her  male 
atteiidants>  who  upon  her  preparing  to  bathe  had  withdrawn 
out  of  respect,  were  now  assembled  on  the  banks  of  the  liver, 
whither  the  cries  of  the  unfortunate  maids  of  honour  had 
attracted  them  ;  and  the  princess's  modesty  made  her  judge, 
that  it  would  be  by  no  means  becoming  to  expose  herself  to 
l^eir  view,  covered  with  nothing  more  than  a  few  yards  of  wet 
muslin.  In  this  extremity,  she  could  think  of  nothing  better, 
ihan  to  endeavoiur  to  escape  from  the  crocodile  by  swimming, 
and  accordingly  she  lost  no  time  in  throwing  off  her  shift, 
which  woidd  have  embarrassed  her  actions.  She  now  exerted 
herself  to  the  utmost ;  but  as  the  monster  was  but  a  few  yards 
distant  from  her,  her  hopes  of  escaping  were  very  faint,  when 
her  shift  floating  upon  the  water  attracted  his  attention.  In- 
stantly he  seized  it ;  and  as  if  he  had  been  perfectly  satisfied 
with  this  precious  spoil,  he  ceased  to  pursue  the  fair  Princess, 
and  sank  under  the  waters  as  expeditiously  as  he  had  made 
his  appearance. 

The  river,  which  had  overflowed  the  banks,  while  he  occu- 
pied the  bed  of  it,  immediately  reverted  to  its  place  ;  this  made 
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tbe  spectators  conclade,  that  the  monster  would  not  return,  01^ 
at  least  not  till  another  time  :  the  Princess^  who  was  now  stark 
naked)  suffered  nothing  more  than  her  head  to  be  seen  above 
the  water  ;  for  in  consequence  of  what  had  just  happened^  her^ 
whole  suite  consisted  entirely  of  men^  whom  the  cries  of  tbe 
poor  ladies  on  being  swallowed  up  by  the  crocodile  had  drawa. 
thither.  She  made  signs  to  them,  that  they  must  prepare  one 
of  her  magnificent  tents  at  some  little  distance  from  the  river  ; 
and  her  orders  being  obeyed,  she  again  made  signs,  that  they 
should  withdraw,  and  leave  her  at  liberty  to  quit  the  bath. 
She  soon  reached  the  pavilion ;  and  having  dressed  herself 
(though  without  a  shift),  she  took  her  bow  and  arrows,  rejoined 
her  attendants,  and  mounting  her  horse,  repaired  to  the  mag-* 
nificent  palace,  which  she  had  quitted  that  morning.  In  the 
meanwhile  couriers  were  dispatched  to  the  courts  who  informed, 
her  father  of  this  melancholy  adventure. 
.  The  king  hastened  to  rejoin  her  without  losing  a  moment  ; 
he  was  followed  by  the  whole  court ;  and  by  day-break  the 
next  morning  he  found  himself  in  the  presence  of  a  daughter^ 
whom  he  loved  as  dearly  as  his  own  existence  ;  and  for  whom 
the  danger,  from  which  she  had  just  escaped,  seemed  to  have 
redoubled  his  affection.  He  wept  through  joy  while  clasping 
her  to  his  bosom  ;  then  he  fainted  away  through  terror,  oo. 
hearing  the  description  of  the  crocodile.  That  very  day  he 
insisted  upon  the  Princess's  accompanying  him  to  the  capital^, 
lest  the  monster  should  take  it  into  his  head  to  pay  them  & 
second  visit,  and  do  as  much  damage  on  land,  as  he  had 
already  done  in  the  water.  The  rejoicings,  which  took  place 
in  honour  of  the  Princess's  escape,  were  not  universal.  Those 
persons,  who  were  connected  either  by  the  bonds  of  relation- 
ship or  affection  with  the  beauties,  whom  the  monster  had 
swallowed,  were  perfectly  inconsolable  for  their  loss :  the  lovers 
in  particular  besieged  the  king  with  requests,  that  they  mighty 
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be  peimitted  to  examine  the  borders  and  emrirons  of  the  riyer, 
e?en  to  its  yeiy  source^  in  hopes  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
found  of  avenging  the  death  of  their  di?inities  bj  that  of  the 
aceorsed  crocodile*  At  length  he  gare  his  consent*  having 
first  resolved  to  send  a  body  of  his  best  engineers  to  close  up 
the  mouth  of  the  river  and  prevent  by  strong  embankments  the 
moBsteT*B  approaches  ;  at  the  same  time  he  commanded  them 
to  leave  the  access  to  the  sea  open,  lest  instead  of  driving  him 
out  of  his  dominions  he  should  enclose  the  crocodile  within 
them. 

The  adventurous  lovers,  who  formed  an  escort  for  the  engi« 
neers,  marched  in  two  bodies  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  river, 
and  cursed  their  stars  at  having  already  proceeded  above  half- 
way without  finding  any  vestiges  of  that,  of  which  they  were  in 
Bearch.  At  length  those  who  patrolled  along  the  right  bank^ 
arrived  at  a  morass,  which  obliged  the^i  to  go  considerably  out 
of  the  direct  line  of  march.  At  the  very  moment  when  they 
were  preparing  to  change  their  direction,  they  saw  their  com* 
panions  on  the  opposite  shore  precipitate  themselves  into  the 
river.  Casting  their  eyes  on  the  waters,  they  plainly  discovered 
a  piece  of  muslin  floating  there ;  not  doubting  that  this  was 
the  Princess's  shift,  and  that  in  consequence  their  allies  had 
discovered  the  monster's  retreat,  without  loss  of  time  they  fol* 
lowed  their  example :  when  the  perfidious  crocodile,  who  lay 
concealed  amcmg  the  reeds,  with  which  the  marsh  was  bor* 
dered,  rushed  upon  them,  and  treated  every  one  of  them,  ad 
he  had  already  treated  their  relations  and  their  mistresses. 

The  engineers  and  their  workmen,  whose  business  was  not 
distinguishing  themselves  by  actions  of  valour  or  temerity^ 
returned  home  just  as  they  came :  if  it  had  not  been  for  them, 
no  one  would  ever  have  known  the  fate  of  these  unfortunate 
adyenturers. 

While  the  public  was  employed  in  lamenting  their  loss^  as 
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ikej  had  alreadj  lamented  Hist  of  their  deoemaed  naktmseft, 
mtdligence  arrifed,  that  this  eonfoimded  «roeudiie  no  lon^ 
k^t  any  boinda  in  the  ndtehief  which  he  committed  :  he  hid 
Idreadj  kid  waste  hoth  sides  of  the  tiiBr,  Bw»Ilowiiig  vp  wiA« 
cut  merey  the  cattle  and  their  herdsmen,  who  (not  hsTiBg  yst 
heard  of  ^n  strange  incident)  eontiniied  to  waiter  their  iocks 
asd  herds  there  as  osoaL  In  a  short  tioM  after,  it  w»8  p6^• 
eeivod,  that  there  was  aa  alarming  dtmimition  in  the  city  of 
all  kinds  of  proybions,  as  well  sis  of  all  tiiose  «rti^es  which 
are  necessary  to  maintain  the  luxury  and  magnificence  of  s 
metropotis,  and  which  were  usually  hroa^t  thither  by  the 
liver  from  all  parts  of  the  globe.  On  inquiry,  it  appeared,  that 
ihe  monster,  lurking  (as  I  said  helbre)  among  the  reeds  and 
lushes,  with  a  single  spring  from  the  manh  into  the  rirer, 
sent  all  the  Tessels  ftill  of  merchandise  to  the  bottom,  where 
ike  poor  wretches  op  board  of  them  immediatdly  beeasae  his 
prey.  It  is  not  ascertained,  whether  he  had  been  t<^,  that 
women  ure  naturally  more  tender  than  men ;  but  it  is  certaio, 
that  he  had  quite  another  kind  of  greetUnees  for  the  fair  aex 
than  for  ours. 

The  King  of  Astracan  was  so  completely  OTercome  by  snch 
a  rapid  suceesnon  of  misfortunes,  that  he  scarcely  knew  whoe 
to  turn  himself :  howoTer,  he  did  not  as  yet  know  the  whole 
extent  of  his  ill-luck. 

The  lovely  Princess,  when  she  quitted  llie  capital,  had  no 
less  than  three  hundred  and  seventy  four  dosen  of  shifts  under 
the  care  of  her  deceased  first  lady  of  the  wardrobe.  At  hex 
return,  not  one  of  them  was  to  be  found,  a<Hr  could  she  by  any 
possible  pains  ever  get  any  more  made  to  suit  her.  Ato 
ransacking  all  the  shops  both  in  town  and  country,  and  ttyiflg 
every  kind  of  muslin,  doth  and  linen,  she  was  at  length  obliged 
to  make  up  her  mind  to  wearing  no  shift  at  all,  though  nothing 
in  the  world  appeared  to  her  more  tmcomfortable :  however, 
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Umtt  im  10  ranuM^  faridi  <^  Mw  tMt^  wUch «he tried 
fliywcmedto  he  baviteUI:  tkoM,  ivbich  riM  ivwpe  ivriBg  tbe 
«bf ,  took  »iraj  bo:  «ppetile,  tMl  thofte*  ifhiek  ilie  w«i«  during 
the  ttighi,  w«ald  ngt  taffcr  fair  t6  gel «  wmk  of  «leep. 

f  h*  £jBg,  nore  ■Ifcctoi  bf  lUs  new  ^stresB  of  his  dicQgk* 
iff '8  tbui  by  aU  loft  otlw  afiktiofts  piii  tegetto*,  lli^ 
Hia  extremity  ■o^big  t»eMer  eottM  be  done,  thsA  to  eend  tbe 
fieit  ofioeni  of  the  erMrm  widi  vrngniioeiit  preeenti  to  the 
«icieeft1ie  Coek. 

The  pnestess  of  the  tenple  received  the  oftoem  extremely 
Inefl,  lad  their  yLiimU  ftil  belter :  b«i  ihe  informed  them, 
^t  fiimeiime  hod  dtfotd,  einee  tbe  Ceckeet  eat  to  pay  a  TiBit 
to  the  great  Caramoussal,  and  that  it  waS'  only  in  the  Tieinity 
«i  Mount  Atlofl»  ^t  Ifacy  eoold  be  MttiBied  re^Meting  those 
Stttters,  whieii  they  had  come  to  ittreetigtlle  in  the  tieinity  of 
Pewchtmena. 

TfaiK^h  the  IQag  their  inaeter  tree  extremely  vexed  at  this 
dday,  he  kepi  wf  ioM  ooorage ;  and  only  allowing  them  the 
time  abtoloboly  neeewary  for  making  preparations  for  this 
•eefnd  jovney,  he  dispatehed  the  same  ambassadors  with  three 
haadred  dephants  laden  with  presents  of  the  finest  ehinte  and 
Itnsns  to  be  fonnd  in  his  dominions.  To  give  the  embassy  k 
etiU  greater  interest  in  the  eyes  of  the  enchanter  Oaramoussaly 
he  eaiised  it  to  be  aoeompaaied  by  his  own  band  of  mnsicians ; 
Aongh  (as  diose  say,  who  have  heard  them)  these  same  mnsi- 
^s  are  more  likely  to  torn  tiie  heads  of  those  who  are  not 
Bceestomed  to  them,  than  to  affotd  them  any  entertainm^it. 

I  was  on  the  point,  said  the  Prinee  of  Trebisonde,  of 
U^g  him,  that  I  eould  li^ak  from  my  own  knowledge  on  this 
Kidijeot ;  hot  my  companion  did  sot  give  me  time,  continuing 
Us  disconrse  as  fellows  :— 

The  Satraps  of  Astraeati,  eaid  the  Knight  of  the  Aw3^ 
»t  forwaxd  with  thdr  bales  of  chinta,  their  three  hnndred 
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elepbantsi  ftnd  ike  same  number  of  tnookies.    They  skirted 
along  the  bou&dAries  of  the  Taurican  Ghenonesus,  trarened 
the  two  Annenias,  and  at  length  arriyed  at  a  forest,  'where 
they  were  very  near  being  deprived  of  a  great  part  of  the 
.presents  committed  to  their  care*   I  already  informed  you,  that 
the  three  hundred  elephants  carried  immense  bales  of  the  most 
beautiful  chintz  that  the  universe  could  furnish  :  on  the  top  of 
each  of  these  packets  was  placed  a  monkey ;  thougb  what  the 
King  their  master  imagined,  the  wise  Caramoussal  could  pes* 
Mbly  do  with  three  hundred  monkeys  is  more  than  I  can  tell 
you*    However,  whatever  were  his  motives,  he  had  commanded 
his  Satraps  above  all  things  to  be  careful  not  to  lose  a  single 
monkey  by  the  way* 

The  forest,  which  it  was  necessary  to  traverse  in  order  to 
reach  the  place  of  thdr  destination,  was  so  full  of  deer,  hares, 
and  other  beasts  of  chace,  that  they  were  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  their  music  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  passage. 
2To  sooner  did  the  band  strike  up,  than  the  animals  scampered 
away  on  all  sides,  and  vanished  in  a  moment,  to  all  appearance 
more  alarmed  than  if  all  the  hounds  and  huntsmen  in  the 
universe  had  been  hard  at  their  heels.  However,  this  first 
;Bucce8S  was  shortly  after  very  near  producing  the  greatest  of  aU 
possible  disasters,  by  procuring  for  them  an  entrance  into  the 
forest ;  for  no  sooner  were  they  in  the  midst  of  it  (the  trees 
being  all  either  apple,  walnut,  or  almonds)  than  the  monkeys, 
who  from  the  backs  of  their  elephants  required  only  a  single 
spring  to  reach  the  very  topmost  branches,  as  if  by  general 
consent,  skipped  away  in  a  moment* 

One  of  them  alone  remained  behind,  a  baboon,  the  most 
noble  in  his  manners,  and  the  most  elegant  in  his  shape  of  all 
baboons,  past,  present,  and  to  come  1  Unfortunately,  he  was 
so  melancholy  in  his  disposition,  that  during  the  journey  the 
Satraps  could  not  occasionally  refrain  from  tears  at  contem* 
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platiDg  iae  sadness^  in  which  he  appeared  to  he  plunged.  Far 
from  skipping  about,  and  imitating  the  tricks  and  gambols  of  bis 
companions,  he  passed  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  in  reading: 
if  he  was  interrupted  by  any  accident,  immediately  he  was 
obaer?ed  to  recline  his  head  upon  one  of  his  paws^  sink  into  a 
profonnd  reverie,  and  then  suddenly  cross  his  arms  upon  his 
breast,  raise  his  eyes  to  heaven,  heave  the  deepest  sighs,  and 
sbed  SQch  showers  of  tears,  that  the  spectators  found  it  impos«- 
sibie  not  to  keep  him  company* 

He  had  quietly  resumed  his  book,  as  he  reposed  upon  his 
elephant,  while  his  companions  scampered  about  the  forest,, 
oiakiiig  such  a  noise  and  uproar,  that  all  within  hearing  were 
ready  to  go  distracted.  The  caravan  was  obliged  to  halt 
during  three  whole  days,  for  the  purpose  of  re-assembliug 
them :  nor  could  they  be  persuaded  to  quit  the  trees,  till  they 
▼ere  perfectly  glutted  with  all  kinds  of  fruit.  After  all,  the 
whole  number  did  not  return,  for  three  died  of  an  indigestion 
pi^need  by  eating  too  many  almonds,  and  in  a  few  days  after* 
wards  the  gripes  carried  off  three  more,  who  had  stuffed  them- 
selves with  green  apples.  In  this  emergency,  all  that  the 
ambassadors  could  do,  was  to  flay  them,  and  stuff  their  skins 
with  straw,  in  order  that  the  number  might  be  complete, 
which  the  king  had  charged  them  to  present  to  the  celebrated 
Caiamoussal. 

As  soon  as  they  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  a  courier 
'H^s  dispatched  to  give  notice  of  their  arrival,  and  to  inquire, 
whether  the  Enchanter  wished  them  and  their  whole  equipage 
*o  set  forward  for  his  dwelling  ;  or  whether  he  preferred  their 
making  the  caravan  encamp  in  the  neighbourhood,  till  he 
should  issue  his  commands  respecting  the  manner  in  which  he 
<^o«e  to  receive  the  presents,  with  which  they  were  entrusted. 

At  the  end  of  three  days  the  courier  returned,  and  informed 
them,  that  Caramoussal  was  not  to  be  found  at  the  place,  which 
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lie  usuaBj  kHubbbed :  he  was  in  reiiraneBt  9^  the  rery  suBunit 
of  Mounl  Atki,  •  fiiivalieB  perfcetly  mfMeeanUe  to  all  of  theu^ 
exe^i  ^e  mooke  jt :  he  cMekidMl  by  urfrng,  that  he  tiktuglit  it 
necesnrj  to  nake  tfausaEuieb  kneifiitathen  as  tooa  a»peeaiUe» 
in  order  that  i\uj  migbt  deterwiM  oi  their  pnoeedings^ 

Upon  hearing  this^  the  amhawadoni  imehod  te  laaretW 
prmeatts  imdor  tiie  care  of  their  atteadanto  at  the  foot  of  th» 
BUMaktaiii,  aad  to  eadeafour  to  nadi,  aaweil  as  dicj  could,  tko 
place  whither  the  Enchanter  waa  aippaBcd  to  havo  withdrawi. 

Thej  travdled  doling  a  whole  fbrtnighl^  aiwaja  going  hi^er 
and  higher  by  the  moat  diffieidt  road  tbst  eY«  waa  known,  with- 
ODi  finding  any  thiog  but  rocka  and  pteciiaees.  At  leogtb* 
after  having  beatowed  mazry  a  hearty  curae  \xp(m  the  crocodile, 
who  waa  the  oceaaioii  ci  giving  them  all  thia  trouble,,  as  wdl 
aa  upon  hia  Majesty'a  preference  which  had  canaed  him  to 
lelect  them,  for  thia  honourable  employment :  at  length,  I  sa}> 
they  perceived  the  road  to  become  leaa  diffiealt  and  dangerousy 
though  they  atill  oentinued  to  ascend*  Here  and  there  they 
found  little  valhea  watered  by  delightfid  atrcama,  whoae  ban^a 
were  embelliahed  by  a  piofaaion  of  wild  fbwera.  Arriving  still 
higher,  they  obserred  Inrds  of  a  kind  perfectly  unknown  ta 
them,  and  even  small  paviKons  were  acattcred  about  in  various 
places.  At  the  diatance  of  six  hundred  furlongs  more,  they 
found  that  there  was  no  means  of  mounting  higher ;  and  here 
it  was,  when  they  could  see  nothing  above  them  but  the  eloadS) 
that  they  encountered  the  far-&med  Oaramouaaal. 

He  came  from  a  pavilicn  cons&derahly  larger  than  ibose 
which  they  had  observed  hj  the  way  :  on  one  aide  it  waa  shadoJ 
by  an  innumerable  quantity  of  orange  trees,  and  aurrounded  ob 
the  other  by  vaiioua  machines  anataimng  (prndranlSy  telesGopea* 
and  all  kinds  of  instrumenta,  which  are  used  in  c<mtemplatii^ 
the  movemcoita  of  the  atara*.  He  waa  followed  from  the 
parihonbyanan,  whoaeannwaaaiqpportedby  aacarl  Aathe 
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ftmbasBadon  were  eri^itiy  m  doaibt»  wbieh  of  die  two  was  tlio 
person  of  whom  tiiej  were  m  Betardk^  die  Enchanter  adTaDced 
tovracds  tkem,  and  inqnireil  Yerj  fo&tdj,  iHuit  tke  great  Esng 
e(  Askaean  denred  ai  Caramoiiasal  ?  On  hearii^  ikts,  tliej 
prosiniled  tlieiBselTea  before  him,  aa  if  he  bad  been  some  diri^' 
uity ;  £ar  his  appearsnce  inspired  them  witibi  qvite  another  kind 
of  refereaee  fiona  thai  whieh  the  report  of  him  had  prepared 
dtent  to  eooeemw  Thej  expected  to  see  the  hideooB  form  of  a 
MReerer^  or  at  best  aome  <dd  man  with  a  long  beard,  and  bent 
double  bj  extrsme  decrepitode..  Consequently^  they  were 
greatly  smrpnaed  to  see  a  tali  personage,  who»  though  som^* 
wbat  apea  the  deehne  ef  life,  had  stiU  &  moat  noble  air  and 
B^ettie  figmr^  whidi  was  displayed  to  considerakde  adrantage 
by  tiie  magiufieeiiee  <tf  his  halnt. 

He  immediately  eanaed  them  to  rise ;  after  which  they  difr* 
dosed  their  hcisineBS,  explained  the  nature  oi  those  mtsfortnnea 
reqpeeting  which  they  came  to  consult  him,  and  finished  by 
anunerating  the  presents  which  they  were  commisBioned  to 
lay  at  Ins  feet 

After  listemng  to  tiiem  attentiy^y,  he  condiicted  them,  be* 
fere  he  gare  any  answer,  to  a  part  of  the  mountain  whence  the 
ooean  waa  -risible,  and  whence  indeed  the  wh<4e  earth  would 
have  been  visible  if  hmnan  eyesight  eoold  have  stretdied  its^ 
10  £ir.  They  were  (jnite  terrified  at  the  prodigious  height  at 
vhieh  they  pereeiyed  themselres ;  the  islands  which  rose  abore 
ibe  sea  s^peared  like  Httle  blaek  spots,  and  the  largest  yessels 
like  so  many  fioatiz^  atoms.  It  was  now  that  the  Enchanter 
addressed  to  them  tiie  following  discourse : — 

**  I  am  far  from  being  what  I  am  believed  to  be  by  the 
greatest  part  of  those  who  only  know  me  by  a  reputation, 
whieh  I  eertaialy  by  no  means  deserve  to  have  obtained.  It  is 
true  Ihai  long  refleetiona,  continnal  speculation,  and  perhaps 
the  proxbni^  <^  the  e^s^  bo^es,  have  enabled  me  to  acquiro 


104 


COUNT  HAIIILTONS  TALES. 


great  insight  into  whatever  is  most  infallible  in  astrology.  I 
will  even  allow  that  there  is  less  certainty  in  the  answers 
returned  hj  most  oracles  than  in  mj  conjectures  and  predic- 
tions. Respecting  that  of  the  Cock  from  whom  they  have 
referred  you  to  me,  or  rather  whom  you  have  been  advised  to 
seek  in  my  abode,  his  divinity  is  henceforward  out  of  the  ques« 
tion ;  other  cares  and  other  occupations  engage  his  attention, 

*'  Observe,"  continued  he,  **  the  distance  between  the  place 
which  we  now  occupy,  and  the  billows  which  break  against  the 
mountain's  base.  If  the  king,  your  master,  could  collect  three 
eertain  spinning-wheels  which  are  dispersed  about  the  world, 
he  might  then  possibly  obtain  a  cord  long  enough  to  reach  the 
surface  of  the  ocean  from  the  summit  of  Mount  Atlas,  on  which 
we  now  stand.  This  accomplished,  he  would  enjoy  the  com- 
pletion of  all  his  wishes.  The  monster  would  disappear  for 
ever ;  the  Princess  would  laugh  and  talk  ;  and  these  spinning* 
wheels  would  spin  for  her  a  shift  even  finer  than  that  which 
she  has  lost,  and  which  she  might  wear  without  danger  to 
either  her  appetite  by  day,  or  her  repose  by  night.  But  as  it 
ift  impossible  that  the  King  of  Astracan  should  ever  possess 
these  enchanted  spinning-wheels  all  at  the  same  time,  listen  to 
the  advice  which  I  shall  now  give  him,  in  order  that  he  may 
preserve  his  territories  from  total  desolation,  and  may  give  the 
most  lovely  Princess  in  the  world  the  only  thing  which  she 
wants  to  render  her  the  happiest  and  most  accomplished.  Let 
him  publish  everywhere,  that  whoever  can  vanquish  the  croco^ 
dile,  or  make  his  daughter  laugh,  shall  be  rewarded  either  with 
the  hand  of  the  adorable  Moussellina,  together  with  the  king« 
dom  of  Astracan,  or  with  the  whole  strength  and  power  of  the 
king,  her  father,  to  enable  him  to  complete  any  other  conquest 
which  he  may  have  in  contemplation.  Should  the  adventurers 
fail  in  making  the  Princess  laugh,  they  may  still  be  permitted 
to  encounter  the  monster ;  for  whether  they  begin  by  the 
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monster  or  by  the  Princess  is  a  matter  of  absolute  indifferoDce. 
>UI  persons,  of  whatever  rank  or  appearance,  must  be  allowed 
access  to  the  lady  ;  and  once  in  two  years  she  must  not  fail  to 
make  a  journey  of  a  couple  of  months  for  the  purpose  of  ez- 
hibitiDg  her  divine  beauties  in  the  different  provinces  contiguous 
to  the  dominions  of  the  King,  her  father.  Now,  then,  farewelU 
illnstrioDs  Satraps,**  continued  he,  ''restore  to  the  sovereign 
who  jBent  you  the  magnificent  present  with  which  he  has 
thought  proper  to  honour  me.  Caramoussal  desires  no  other 
reward  for  the  services  which  he  performs  than  the  pleasure  of 
having  rendered  them.'* 

"But  suppose,"  inquired  his  companion,  who  carried  his  arm 
in  a  scarf — **  suppose  the  bow  and  arrows  should  be  among 
their  presents,  or  in  the  possession  of  their  attendants  ?  ** 

The  amhassadors,  who  had  paid  no  attention  to  him  till  he 
made  this  speech,  now  cast  their  eyes  upon  him,  and  were 
strack  all  on  a  heap  at  beholding  a  mouth  so  prodigiously  large, 
that,  in  point  of  enormity,  that  of  the  royal  Fortimbrass  could 
not  possibly  exceed  it,  Caramoussal,  without  attending  to  their 
astomshment,  prevented  the  protestations  which  they  were 
going  to  make,  **  that  they  did  not  possess  a  single  bow  and 
arrow  in  the  whole  equipage,''  by  addressing  himself  as  follows 
to  the  stranger  with  the  wide  mouth  and  his  arm  in  a  scarf : — 

'*  It  is  not  so  near  this  place,"  said  he,  ''  that  you  can  hope 
to  find  the  arms  which  you  mention." 

He  then  took  leave  of  the  ambassadors,  who  rejoined  the 
caravan  in  much  less  time  and  with  much  less  trouble  than  it 
had  cost  them  to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  great  Caramoussal.  As 
they  had  been  absent  for  a  considerable  time,  they  ran  over 
the  list  of  their  elephants,  their  monkeys,  and  their  bales  of 
chintz.  The  numbers  were  found  to  be  complete,  with  the 
exception  of  the  melancholy  monkey,  who,  within  the  last 
▼eek,  had  disappeared,  though  in  what  manner  those  who  had 
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Deen  left  to  take  oare  of  the  baggage  were  unable  to  aaj ; 
neither  was  it  posaiMe  to  obtain  anj  tidings  of  him,  in  sptte  el 
all  the  researdMs  whieh  tkej  made  m  the  neighbourhood.  The 
Satraps  were  much  grieved  at  his  loss,  and  stiM  more  at  not 
having  been  at  least  able  to  ind  his  earease,  in  or^r  that 
they  might  have  stuffed  it,  as  thej  had  dono  those  of  fais  an 
companions.  Howerer,  there  was  no  remedy,  and  they  set 
forward  upon  thetr  journey  homeward. 

On  the  nxth  day,  after  going  considerably  oat  of  tiieir  way, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  wood  so  fatal  to  their  monkeys,  an  adren- 
ture  took  place,  which  at  first  embarrassed  them  extremely^ 
though  it  terminated  yery  much  to  their  satisfaction.  They 
perceived  at  a  distance  several  camels  escorted  by  a  body  of 
men  well  armed.  As  the  chiefs  of  the  party  seemed  to  be 
persons  of  consequence,  and  as  they  concluded  that  camels  so 
carefuUy  guarded  must  needs  be  loaded  with  something  singular 
«r  precious,  as  soon  as  they  were  near  enough  to  be  heard  they 
ordered  the  music  to  strike  up  in  honour  of  the  strangers.  Ko 
sooner  did  this  infernal  concert  begin,  than  its  effect  was  visible 
on  every  man  and  beast  among  those  for  whom  this  complimeot 
was  intended.  AboTe  all,  the  camels  fkmnced,  kicked,  and 
capered  as  if  they  were  crasy,  and  threw  the  whole  cararan  into 
confusion.  In  their  extreme  agitation  they  threw  off  their 
loads,  and  these  in  falling  burst  open  ^e  cases  of  certain  lions 
and  tigers,  whose  appearance  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the 
serenaders,  for  they  came  right  towards  them,  and  some  of  the 
musicians  paid  with  their  lives  for  wanting  agility  in  making 
their  escape. 

The  elephants,  however,  behaved  extremely  well  on  this 
occasion,  and  the  monkeys  extremdy  ill ;  for  while  the  first 
kept  off  the  wild  beasts  with  their  trunks,  the  second  rent  the 
air  with  screams  of  terror,  and  dirtied  aH  the  bales  of  chintz  on 
which  they  were  sitting.     It  was  at  this  moment  that  the  pridd 
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9iaiRihe  BKmkeja  in  tBe  world  appeared  from  behind  the  comer 
«f  a  rock,  irhieh  had  hitherto  concealed  him,  and  astoniBhed  aB 
the  Satraps  hj  hia  imhoped-fbr  arrival..  He  was  amed  with  a 
how  and  arrows.  He  selected  one  for  each  wild  beast,  and  with 
an  unemn^  aim  }>ierced  their  hearts,  one  after  another.  As 
soon  as  he  saw  them  all  stretched  upon  the  earth  he  quietly  drew 
out  his  arrows,  saluted  the  Satraps,  and  then  vanished  among 
the  rocks  which  bordered  the  plain  as  suddenly  as  he  had  made 
his  appearance. 

In  what  manner  the  ambassadors,  and  the  escort  of  the  lions 
and  tigers  separated,  I  am  not  informed.  But  it  is  certain, 
that  the  former,  on  their  arrival  at  the  court  of  Astracan, 
haying  delivered  to  their  master  the  answer  and  advice  of  the 
great  Garamoussal,  the  king,  under  the  sanction  of  his  counsel 
and  with  the  consent  of  his  daughter,  caused  to  be  published 
everywhere  the  conditions,  on  which  all  adventurers  were  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  lists  and  as^nre  to  the  possession  of  the 
most  beautiful  Princess  under  heaven,  and  one  of  the  most 
powerful  kingdoms  upon  earth. 

Since  this  publication.  Fame  has  carried  the  report  of  the 
Princesses  beauty  further  than  even  the  danger  and  singularity 
of  the  two  adventures,  by  which  her  favour  is  to  be  obtained. 
She  has  not  failed  to  visit  all  the  neighbouring  provinces  by 
turns  during  a  journey,  which  she  makes  yearly  for  two  or 
three  months.  All  who  have  seen  her,  either  during  her 
travels,  or  at  her  father's  court,  have  found  her  beauty  greatly 
to  exceed  its  reputation;  and  the  greatest  part  of  them, 
seduced  by  the  splendour  of  her  charms  and  by  expectations 
80  brilliant,  have  endeavoured  but  in  vain  to  fulfil  the  required 
conditions.  Such,  noble  stranger,  added  the  Knight  of  the 
Awl ;  •*  such  is  the  occasion  of  our  being  assembled  here, 
and  such  is  the  adventure,  which  your  word  binds  you  to 
attempt. 


108  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  narratire  we  found  ourselTes  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  where  mj  eyes  were  astonished  bj  the 
most  singular  and  magnificent  sight,  that  I  ever  beheld. 

But  the  remainder  of  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde's  adventures 
may  as  well  be  deferred,  till  you  read  the  second  part  of  these 
memoirs* 
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PART   II. 

**  And  hj  and  by  the  second  course 
Come9  lag^ng  like  a  distanced  horse." 

SOAMB  JsXTNi. 

*'  I  INPOBMED  jour  majestj,"  continued  Facardin  of  the 
Crystal  Kock,  (for  such  was  the  title  assumed  bj  him  upon 
deliyering  CrystaUina  the  Curious),  '*  I  informed  your  majestji 
that  on  the  banks  of  the  river  I  was  destined  to  behold  a  sights 
the  most  singular  and  magnificent :  but  upon  recollection  it 
strikes  me,  that  it  may  possibly  make  my  narrative  more  Intel-* 
ligible,  if,  before  I  describe  the  nature  of  that  sight,  I  relate 
the  events  which  occurred  previously." 

'*  I  am  quite  of  your  opinion,"  replied  the  Sultan,  *'  and 
give  you  great  credit  for  the  idea,  which  is  equally  novel  and 
just.  Proceed  therefore  in  your  own  way  ;  hitherto  your 
adventures  have  amused  me  much,  and  I  shall  be  delighted 
to  hear  the  conclusion  of  them." 

"  And  so  shall  I  with  all  my  soul !  "  exclaimed  Dinarzade ; 
"  but  I  fear,  there  are  as  yet  but  little  hopes  of  such  a  blessing. 
However,  go  on.  Prince  Facardin,  since  his  Sublime  Highness 
will  have  it  so  ;  but  for  the  love  of  the  prophet,  make  as  much 
haste  as  you  can." 

7he  Sultan  here  gave  the  divine  Scherazade  a  slight  kick  to 
wake  her ;  for  during  the  history  of  the  Princess  of  Astracan 
she  had  fallen  fast  asleep,  and  was  snoring  as  loud,  as  if  her 
life  had  depended  upon  it.     Though  not  over  pleased  at  the 
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interruption  of  her  slumbers,  she  was  prudent  enough,  to 
restrain  her  anger  ;  well  knowing  from  the  temper  of  her  illus- 
trious husband,  that  if  she  did  not  keep  her  tongue  between 
her  teeth,  she  possibly  might  not  long  keep  her  head  between 
her  shoulders.  The  Sultan  was  going  to  recapitulate  the  latter 
adventures  for  her  information  ;  but  Scherazade  requested  him 
not  to  give  himself  that  trouble,  assuring  him^  that  she  was  as 
perfectly  free  from  the  curiosity,  as  from  the  other  defects  of 
Crystallina.  Schahriar  (I  know  not  why,  for  he  never  thought 
proper  to  tell  me)  seldom  heard  this  lady's  name  mentioned 
without  giving  some  token  of  displeasure ;  he  immediately 
turned  his  back  towards  his  beautiful  Sultana,  and  ordered 
Facardin  to  proceed  with  his  history,  which  he  did  in  the  fd- 
lowing  terms. 


CONTINUATION  OF  THE  HISTORY  OP  THE  PRINCE  OP 

TRfiBIZONDB. 

I  was  very  much  prepossessed  in  favour  of  my  new  com- 
panion by  his  noble  countenance  and  graceful  deportment : 
that  prepossession  was  confirmed  by  the  amusement  afforded 
tae  by  his  conversation,  and  by  a  peculiar  manner  of  expressing 
himself,  which  gave  value  to  the  most  insignificant  trifles.  I 
listened  to  him  with  inexpressible  pleasure,  and  thought,  that 
the  charms  of  his  natural  eloquence  were  not  a  little  set  ofiT  by 
a  set  of  the  whitest  teeth  that  I  ever  beheld.  Being  naturally 
open  and  conversible,  I  soon  gave  him  to  understand  that  I 
felt  interested  in  his  fate  ;  and  finding,  that  our  sentiments  of 
esteem  were  mutual,  we  vowed  upon  the  spot  eternal  friend- 
ship, and  promised  to  communicate  our  adventures  to  one 
another  with  the  very  first  opportunity.  I  shaU  not  fail  to 
recount  them  to  your  exalted  Majesty  in  their  proper  place. 


T"?" 
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(The  impatient  Biftamde  gave  a  deep  groan  on  haansg 
promiBe ;  but  the  speaker  paid  her  no  aoii  ef  attention.) 

Suck  diseoiine  (continued  he)  eondneled  ot  to  the  hanki  of 
the  lirer,  where  -an  infinite  nomber  of  pafilinua  formed  of  the 
ridiest  aadnuMBt  bwutif^ehinti,  informed  vm,  thai  the  FrinoeM 
MonBiflKna  wna  alreadj  arrived.  In  spite  <^  the  nmneraus 
etmfmxj  in  whicii  I  found  ntyseif,  (of  which  eertainlj  not  a 
inember  seemed  to  hare  met  with  a  more  fashionabla  taikr 
&sa  mjulf,)  I  eould  not  help  feeling  rather  embarrassed  at 
tiie  idea  of  appearing  thus  aingularlj  aoeoutred  before  so  illns- 
tcbiu  an  assembly.  The  attendants  of  the  Prineess,  as  I  had 
alretdj  been  infonned,  consisted  of  the  principal  Satraps  and 
most  distinguished  characters  of  the  court  of  Astraean  ;  and  as 
I  hare  remarked,  that  peojde  of  the  highest  rank  are  genenJlj 
f^le  of  the  worst  manners,  I  made  no  doubt,  that  I  should 
^  ridiculed  aaiost  intolerablj.  In  this  I  was  mistaken :  the 
^veranee  of  their  mistress  from  her  tedious  gravity  was  a 
point  of  too  much  consequence  to  permit  her  attendants  to  be 
merry  on  the  subject.  On  the  contrary,  they  loaded  us  with 
compliments  upon  the  extreme  absurdity  of  onr  appearance ; 
^i^d  I  coidd  perceive,  that  my  companions  were  as  much 
delighted  to  be  ihovght  ridiculous  upon  this  occasion,  as  they 
would  have  been  offended  upon  any  other ;  such  is  the  influence 
<^eircumstanoes. 

J  must  not,  however,  omit  to  mentkn,  that  the  Knight  with 
u^e  Awl  did  not  participate  in  this  delight.  Absorbed  in  pro- 
4nnd  melandioiy,  it  seemed  scarcely  a  less  difficult  task  to 
^^e  kkn  smile,  than  the  Prineess.  Yet  his  conversation  was 
^  livdj  and  entertaining,  that  being  naturally  addicted  to 
S^tj,  I  was  frequently  ready  to  die  with  laughter.  Not  so 
my  eoDQpanion  ;  while  he  amused  all  aronnd  him,  his  own 
^<Muiteiiance  remained  perfectly  unaltered ;  he  uttered  a  5on- 
*>0<)  as  if  he  was  auiouncing  some  misfortune,  and  whenever 
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he  faYOured  us  with  an  epigram  impromptu,  I  always  expected 
to  hear  a  funeral  oration. 

I  conld  not  help  remarking  to  him  the  ineonsistencj  of  his 
conduct: — ''Your  husinesa  here/'  said  I,  ''is  to  make  the 
Princess  laugh  :  instead  of  which,  if  she  has  hut  one  grain  of 
sensibility  in  her  whple  composition,  the  moment  that  she  be- 
holds you,  she  will  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears.  I  doubt  not» 
that  the  gloomy  melancholy,  in  which  you  are  absorbed,  is 
occasioned  by  your  love  for  Moussellina,  and  by  your  fear  of 
heing  compelled  to  resign  her  perfections  to  some  nval :  but 
however  such  proofs  of  your  inward  attachment  may  flatter  the 
vanity  of  that  lady's  bosom,  they  are  by  no  means  likely  to 
operate  upon  the  muscles  of  her  face." 

"  You  are  not  the  first  by  many,"  replied  my  new  friend, 
"  who  has  made  the  same  remark ;  and  I  own,  I  have  but  little 
hope  of  succeeding  in  the  first  mentioned  adventure.  As  fsn 
as  regards  myself,  I  doubt  not,  that  the  Princess  will  look  all 
her  life,  as  if  she  were  an  undertaker's  apprentice  :  however^ 
if  I  cannot  make  the  lady  laugh,  I  hope  at  least  to  make  the 
crocodile  cry,  and  that  will  answer  my  purpose  just  as  well." 

"But,"  said  I,  interrupting  him,  "are  you  not  desirous 
yourself,  that  Moussellina  should  get  rid  of  a  little  of  her  ever, 
lasting  gravity  ?  Why,  your  marriage  ceremony  will  resemble 
the  nuptials  of  a  couple  of  screech-owls  !  Your  contract  will 
be  dripping  wet  with  the  Notary's  tears,  and  the  Mufti  will  not 
be  able  to  read  the  service  for  sobbing  !  " 

"  You  have  guessed  right,"  rejoined  the  stranger,  "  in  sup- 
posing the  cause  of  my  melancholy  to  be  love,  but  you  hare 
mistaken  its  object.  My  intention  is  not  to  obtain  the  hand  of 
the  Princess  in  marriage,  but  to  purchase  for  myself  a  claim  to 
the  king  of  Astracan*s  assistance,  and  for  my  brother  the  pos* 
^session  of  a  woman,  whom  he  loves  most  ardently.  Yet  even 
should  my  hopes  be  crowned  with  success,  how  shall  I  theft 
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proceed  to  obtain  the  object  of  my  dearest  wiflhes  ?  Where 
shall  I  seek,  what  I  neyer  yet  have  found  ?  How  shall  I  find 
lier,  whom  I  neyer  yet  have  lost  ?  And  how,  ob  !  bow  shall  I 
join  my^  existence  to  tbat  of  a  fair-one*  who  perhaps  nerer  had 
any  existence  at  all  ?  " 

These  questions  were  much  too  difficult  for  me  to  answer ; 
and  the  stranger  baying  sunk  into  a  profound  reverie,  I  forbore 
to  interrupt  him.  We  therefore  proceeded  in  silence  towards 
the  tent,  which  was  prepared  for  the  reception  of  all  those 
adyenturers,  who  aspired  to  the  conquest  of  Moussellina's 
gravity.  The  time  appointed  for  this  trial  (as  I  was  informed 
by  one  of  the  satraps  our  conductors,  with  whom,  in  order  not 
to  remain  quite  idle,  I  entered  into  conversation  on  dismount- 
ing from  my  horse,)  was  still  at  the  distance  of  four  days, 
when  also  the  two  months  appropriated  for  MousseUina's 
absence  from  Astracan  would  be  completed  ;  after  which 
(should  no  one  have  succeeded  in  the  adventure)  she  would 
return  to  her  father's  as  solemn  as  ever,  and  leave  the  croco- 
dile to  pursue  his  riots  undisturbed. 

The  tent  to  which  we  were  conducted,  occupied  at  least  half 
a  square  mile ;  it  was  separated  into  a  multitude  of  apartments 
by  panels  of  pamted  chintz  inclosed  within  frames  of  massive 
gold,  I  remarked,  that  all  the  figures,  which  adorned  these 
singular  walls,  were  pourtrayed  in  the  most  ludicrous  attitudes, 
and  represented  in  the  act  of  laughing  heartily,  doubtless  from 
the  hope  of  inspiring  the  princess  with  an  inclination  to  imitate 
them.  In  my  own  :p[iind,  (but  I  took  care  to  keep  my  opinion 
to  myself,)  I  was  decided,  that  his  Astracanical  majesty  had 
judged  ill  on  this. point ;  for  the  faces  made  by  these  merry 
fignres  were  so  distorted,  that  it  was  very  unlikely,  that  his 
^ghter  would  wish  to  resemble  them :  not  to  mention,  that 
^  some  of  them  were  represented  in  the  act  of  standing  on 
their  heads,  it  might  possibly  9ot  have  been  thought  quite 
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eonnstent  with  her  Rojal  Highness^B  dignity  to  appear  i&  <t 
mmilar  situation. 

Each  of  the  pretendeni  to  Monssellina's  hand  (for  the  satrapt 
Insisted  npon  reekoning  me  ammig  these  merrj  rivab^)  wasooo- 
ducted  to  a  separate  apartment :  to  my  infinite  satisfaetioii  I 
found,  that  the  lodging  of  my  neir  friend  was  appointed  next  to 
tny  own.  My  ecmduetor,  having  ushered  me  into  my  chambcar, 
opened  a  wardrobe  weQ  stored  with  robes,  turbans,  imd  cilicr 
articles  of  dress.  He  then  inlormed  me,  that  as  the  grand 
trial  would  not  take  place  for  some  days,  I  had  better  not  thro# 
away  the  advantage  of  novelty ;  but  laying  aside  for  the  pre^ 
sent  the  laudable  absurdity  of  my  a{^)earanee,  he  advised  ise 
to  make  a  choice  among  the  various  garments,  with  which  be 
then  presented  me.  I  lost  no  time  in  following  his  advice: 
and  while  I  exchanged  my  bed-gown  for  a  magnificoit  robe  d 
silver  tissue,  I  informed  tho  satrap^  that  I  by  no  means  aspiM 
to  the  hand  of  his  mistress  ;  that  I  would  make  faces  M^ 
her  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,  and  might  and  main,  if  ^J 
doing  so  could  be  of  tho  least  use  to  her,  or  her  illastrions 
father :  and  that  it  was  so  long  since  I  had  met  with  anything 
of  the  kind,  that  I  shotUd  think  killing  the  crocodile  an  ex« 
tremely  good  morning's  e.atertainment :  but  avfor  the  Princess 
herself,  I  begged  leave  to  declare  with  all  possible  re^^ 
iha^  it  was  exactly  the  sai^e  thing  to  me,  whom  she  marded, 
or  whom  she  reused. 

''  Upon  my  word,  Frinc^i,"  interrupted  Dinarzade,  in  a  voi^ 
equally  expressive  oi  angc  r  and  contempt,.  M  yeu  are  strajigelj 
indifferent  about  wom^i  i  " 

'<  By  no  meuis  strargely,"  aasweired  the  Prinoe  with  fl 
smile ;  *'  nothing  can  b»  more  natural.  Nay,  I  will  ev^  o^ 
to  you,  that  there  is  buV  one  woman  in  the  world,  of  whom  I 
have  a  very  high  opink>TT>  and  she  is  •  •  .  •" 

**  For  the  love  of  kaven^  who  is  she  ?  "  cried  Bmrx^ 
eagerly. 
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'Apeiftet  Btean^r  to  jo«/'  ny'oiMd  tha  Prince*  <<  and  I 
tkat  ihe  sliodd  remun  so :  boi  BMre  of  tbb  binreafter  :. 
at  preaeat  I  jemun^  nj  nanrati?e/' 

I  via  JHfit  finiftliiii.g  »j  dreaa  (and  danbileM  my  cfHnpankns 
wememi^jed  is  iW  saaae  flMnmer*)  when  Ckyrtallina  bounaad 
iato  tty  laoia  withooA  oeiemoBy*  She  seemed  graatlj  agitated, 
aid  very  seen  poured  forth  nch  a  tscrest  of  wards,  ae  made 
the  aitanished  aalrap^s  eara  ring  again*  She  insiated  upon 
ker  right  to  he  ptea^Bted  te  the  Friaeaaa^  and  ordered  the 
ntnq^  to  eondvei  her  to  the  royal  tent  wilhooi  d^j.  The 
kid  dbamherlai&  heing  sent  i&t  te  decide  the  difficult  ^lea* 
tioa,  "whethor  as  the  wife  oi  a  Genina  she  was  entitled  to  an 
celi^at  ee«rt»''  he  immediately  decided  it  agaiaat  her ;  assur- 
ing her,  that  no  Genius,  or  any  one  belonging  to  a  Genmsn 
was  peimitted  to  remain  in  the  kingdom  of  Astracan* 

'*  For  my  own  part,"  continBed  hia.  lordship^  **  1  was  for^ 
tonately  bom  with  a  natnral  antqpathy  te  Geniuses  of  all 
hmds.  I  thank  my  stars  I  never  saw  more  than  one  in  my 
hfe;  and  though  he  was  an  extremely  didl  one,  he  still  con- 
tri?ed  to  make  soch  a  disturbance,  in  the  court  of  I^ahan,  that 
^  kmg  nroie  by  the  peppy-coloored  whiskers  ef  Mahomet 'a 
fifth  wife  (his  most  solemn  and  irrerocaUe  oath),  that  in  future 
BO  Genius  should  dare  to  smell  roast  meat  in  his  dominions. 
TcQ  see,  therefore,  my  dearest  madam,"  added  his  Bxcelleney^ 
flhrnggiBg  his  shooldccs  in  the  most  fashionable  maiiner,  and 
boving  to  the  yery  ground ;  **  yoa  see  that  it  is  ^te  impossible 
&r  me  to  oblige  you.  I  am  abs(dutely  in  dei^air  at  my  refusal ; 
but  I  trust  the  reasons  whidk  I  haye  dooe  myself  the  hon<mr 
of  laying  before  you  will  be  found  equally  strong  and  satis^ 
fiietery.'* 

Ciystalliaair  dying  with  curiosity  to  see  this  mueh  celebrated 
PrineesS)  anawered  the  chamberlain  withyehemeaice  so  audible, 
^t  it  soon  drew  a  crowd  of  listeners  around  her.    But  in  yain 
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did  she  talk  herself  hoarse  in  explaining,  that  though  married  to 
a  Qenius,  she  was  anything  hut  a  Genius  herself:  the  chamherlaiii 
was  obstinate,  and  she  could  obtain  nothing  further  from  him- 
than  an  admission  **  that  though  she  might  veiy  possiblj  be  no 
Genius,  she  certainlj  came  under  ihe  description  of  a  white 
witch."  Having  said  this,  he  was  on  the  point  of  retiring, 
when  his  eyes  rested  cm  the  ebony  spinning-wheel,  which 
Grystallina  still  carried,  and  which,  in  the  most  eloquent 
parts  of  her  oration,  she  occasionally  menaced  to  dischai^  at 
his  Excellency's  head.  No  sooner  did  he  perceive  this  machine 
than  he  started  back,  and  whispered  his  deputy,  who  whispered 
the  mufti,  who  whispered  the  Princess's  niu*se,  who  whispered 
the  body-physiciau,  who  whispered  the  lord  chamberlain  again, 
and  then  they  all  whispered  together. 

It  was  thus  that  I  stood  with  my  incensed  companion  ear-* 
rounded  by  a  circle  of  whisperers,  who  seemed  engaged  upon 
something  of  the  most  serious  nature.  Grystallina  was  ready 
to  burst  with  curiosity  to  know  what  they  were  saying,  and 
begged  for  an  explanation  in  the  most  urgent  and  pathetic 
terms.  After  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  the  conference  ended  'r 
and  the  chamberlain  advancing  towards  us,  was  on  the  point  of 
addressing  the  lady,  when  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon 'me,  who,  for 
want  of  something  better  to  do,  was  amusing  myself  with 
turning  the  handle  of  my  spinning-wheel.  No  sooner  did  he 
perceive  it  than  he  started  back  a  second  time,  and  whispered 
his  deputy,  who  whispered  the  mufti,  who  whispered  the 
Princess's  nurse,  who  whispered  the  body-physician,  who  whis*  ' 
pered  the  lord  chamberlain,  and  then  the  whispering  began  all 
over  again. 

This  second  conference  lasted  much  longer  than  the  first ; 
but  I  need  not  inform  your  most  sagacious  majesty,  that  one 
way  or  other  everything  must  come  to  an  end  at  last ;  so  was 
it  with  this  whispering.     It  ceased ;  and  then  advancing  to 
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^iystallina  with  an  air  equally  polite  but  much  more  respectful 

iban  before,  the  chamberlam  informed  her  that  he  was  ready  to 

conduct  her  to  the  royal  tent.    Dreading  lest  he  should  change 

his  mind  a  second  time,  she  took  him  at  his  word.    In  vain  did 

I  leg  her  to  consider  her  singular  appearance,  and  assure  her^ 

^tbat  since  the  days  of  Eye  no  woman  had  gone  to  court  in  her 

>shifi    The  chamberlain  was  too  impatient  to  conduct  her  to 

'Ifoussellina  to  allow  time  for  chan^ng  her  dress;   and  as 

CrjstaUina  was  just  as  well  pleased  to  be  seen  in  her  shift  as 

in  any  other  way,  she  soon  quitted  my  apartment,  and  hastened 

towards  that  of  the  Princess,    Thither  I  followed  her,  but  not 

'tis  I  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  carry  my  spinning-wheel  along 

inth  me. 

The  night  being  already  far  advanced,  we  found  Moussellina's 
tent  illuminated  by  so  great  a  quantity  of  torches  of  rose- 
coloured  wax,  that  day  itself  would  have  been  far  less  brilliant* 
I  could  not  avoid  remarking  that  each  of  these  torches  issued 
from  the  beak  of  an  immense  golden  cock,  richly  ornamented 
irith  rubies  and  emeralds ;  and  the  Knight  of  the  Awl  whispered 
me,  that  this  bird  was  held  in  profound  veneration  throughout 
the  dominions  of  Astracan. 

The  Princess  was  seated  upon  a  throne  of  silver,  overshadowed 
by  a  canopy  hewn  out  of  a  single  emerald.  She  was  attended 
by  twelve  ancient  females,  and  an  equal  number  of  the  principal 
satraps,  and  was  occupied  in  receiving  the  pretenders  to  her 
hand.  I  ^111  not  attempt  to  describe  the  charms  of  this 
adorable  personage ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  her  eyes  effaced  the 
splendour  of  the  torches  which  blazed  around  her ;  and  that 
▼hen  she  opened  her  mouth  by  accident,  her  breath  was  so 
sweet  and  balmy,  that  my  head  being  naturally  unable  to  sup- 
port perfumes,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  I  kept 
myself  from  fainting  away. 

The  tent  being  already  crowded  by  the  multitude  of  her 
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admiren,  we,  ms  1^  ki*  eonen,  were  oUiged  to  fraot  iifl  tltt 
nthen  hid  been  fretented.  Sh«  leoeir^  liiem  ia  a  ^arj 
gneioiu,  though  tanewhttt  aolemn  aaBner,  pemittiBg  each  of 
them  to  kiss  her  akhaiter  hand;  hat  she  jpoke  to  no  one.  Am 
aoaa  at  the  King,  or  Prinee,  or  whatever  he  choee  to  eall  han- 
aelf  (for  I  8iu|>eet  that  maa j  of  these  digniiiea  were  entirety  cf 
&«ir  own  ereation),  was  amonaced,  she  signed  to  her  nurse,  a 
venerable  woman  abont  sixty,  who  stood  at  the  foot  ti  the 
^hnme.  Immediately  the  old  lady  pwfc  her  lips  in  rnotaon,  and 
as  Bomi  as  she  had  pronouneed  a  few  ciyil  seo^nees,  her  ntstrefli 
nodded  three  times,  as  much  as  to  say — ''she  has  hit  k  :" — 
the  knight  then  retired  to  make  room  for  his  neighbour,  whs 
weot  through  the  same  ceremony. 

I  asked  a  grave-looking  old  satrap  (he  had  the  most 
.atinable  pair  of  mustschios  that  ever  I  set  my  eyes  upon !) 
wlw^^  by  chance  it  had  not  been  her  Royal  Highness 's  pleasure 
to  be  bom  dumb  ?  He  assured  me  y&j  positirely  of  the 
contrary.. 

''Per,"  said  he«  "ihaa^  she  has  never  been  heard  to 
utter  a  syllable,  she  cannot  possibly  be  dumb,  as  she  perfectly 
understands  everything  that  is  said  to  her." 

This^  alignment  was  so  irresistible,  that  I  had  not  a  word 
more  to  say  upon  the  8uh|ect.  I  afterwards  inquired  who  was 
this  able  logician  f  I  was  told  that  he  was  the  president  of  the 
Eoyal  Astracsnieal  Soci^y;  I  coold  not  but  aeknowled^  that 
he  was  well  entitled  to  €11  such  a  place  by  his  whyikers. 

Near  four  hundred  knights  had  already  been  presented ;  and 
now  Crystallina  impatiently  reqoested  the  lotd  ebamberhas 
to  perform  his  promise.  He  heatated  not  tbo  obey  her,  and 
giving  her  his  littie  finger  with  the  most  graeefid  air  imaginaUe, 
ht  prepared  to  lead  her  towaids  the  throne;  when  the  sentinels, 
who  guarded  the  entrance  of  the  pavilion,  rushed  into  it 
Suddenly  with  lo<das    equally  ezpressittg   apprehension  and 
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mftm,  and  exelaiiiied,  thai  the  dkjesfaihited  a  nght  the  tnoat 
tfzlT&enitfiaij,  It  was  iiidaed  that  tcvy  eight  ifhich  I  hara 
•lieadj  bad  the  honovr  of  amiomieiiig  to  jemr  najeat j. 

This  infomatioii  was  more  than  aaffioient  to  rouae  Crya- 
taHiaa  a  ewrioaitj.  Witfaent  eonaidering  the  improprietj  of  her 
behavionr,  she  darted  out  of  the  tent,  and  in  her  hurry  overaet 
the  unlucky  lord  chamberiaia.  Shocked  at  her  mdeness  in 
^tng  thia  noble  aaaemhly  ao  abruptly,  I  ran  after  her  to 
hiiag  her  hack,  and  (aa  he  lay  direetly  in  n^  iray)  made  hold 
to  tread  upon  the  lord  chambeiiain  in  paiaing.  The  knighta^ 
the  satraps,  the  gnania,  the  idd  wobmb,  and  at  last  the  Praneeaa 
herself  all  f<dkywed  my  example,  and  never  since  the  days  of 
the  Mage  was  a  man  <^  the  lord  chamb^ain'a  rank  ao  be« 
kicked  and  be-trampied. 

The  PrincefiB  was  the  last  person  to  quit  the  tent.  HoweTer» 
as  aeon  as  she' reached  the  door,  the  crowd  respeetftiiiy  opened, 
snd  she  passed  thnnigh  the  midst  of  ns  with  as  much  speed  aa 
her  gravity  wxrakL  admit  of  her  nabg  ;  that  ia  to  say,  upon  a 
laodawte  ji^-trot.  Her  attendants,  one  and  all,  assured  me 
that  she  had  never  been  seen  to  move  along  so  nimbly  before* 
For  my  own  part,  I  could  not  help  observing  aomething  oon- 
9ti[9m^  and  angraceful  in  h&c  manner  of  moving ;  but  I  euj^se 
tiiis  was  oecasioiaed  by  her  being  without  a  ^ifk,  and  certainly 
doth  of  silver  siezt  to  the  akin  must  aeeds  feel  extremely 
tmeomfortable. — ^But  to  proceed. 

And  iM>w  with  one  eonlient  every  ^e  was  fixed  upon  the 
heavens.  Wlmt  was  our  astoniahmei^  at  beboldtng  an  immense 
hall  of  fire,  idudi  every  now  and  then  burst  into  a  multitude  of 
little  stars,  and  then  as  suddenly  coUected  itself  again  into  one 
Usaing  mass.  We  made  various  conjectures  respecting  thia 
FhesMmenon.  They  were  ell  extremely  ingenions  ;  unluckily* 
lume  of  th^n  were  right*  However,  as  the  flaming  hall  seemed 
deaceading  towards  oa,  we  at  length  screed  mianimously  thai 
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the  most  likely  means  of  ascertaining  what  it  could  posBiblj  be 
i^'ould  be  to  wait  till  we  could  distinguish  what  it  really  was* 
This  was  the  suggestion  of  the  whiskered  philosopher.  It  met 
with  universal  approbation ;  and  I  could  perceive  that  he  was 
-himself  not  a  little  proud  of  haying  struck  out  so  luminous  an 
idea. 

Though  extremely  curious  to  know  the  cause  of  this  singular 
appearance,  my  attention  was  not  so  much  engrossed  as  to  pre^ 
vent  my  observing,  that  one  of  Moussellina's  women  was  con- 
diderably  agitated  at  the  approach  of  this  flaming  ball.  She 
endeavoured,  indeed,  to  conceal  her  emotions  as  well  as  she 
could,  though  it  was  considerably  increased  upon  her  finding 
that  my  eye  was  fixed  upon  her.  The  cause  of  her  alann  had 
by  this  time  arrived  so  near  us,  that  we  could  distinguish  the 
particles  of  which  it  was  composed.  But  if  we  felt  surprise  at 
its  first  appearance,  how  was  that  surprise  augmented,  when  we 
found  the  light  to  proceed  from  the  mouths  and  eyes  of  an 
innumerable  number  of  flying  tigers,  who  appeared  to  act  as 
guards  and  lanthorn-bearers  to  personages  still  more  extraordi* 
nary  than  themselves. 

Imagine,  most  illustrious  Sultan,  a  cock  considerably  larger 
than  a  full-grown  turkey,  his  eyes  sparkling  with  a  brilliance 
far  exceeding  tlmt  of  the  finest  carbuncles,  his  body  adorned 
with  a  thousand  beautiful  colours,  and  his  neck  encircled  with 
a  chain  of  enormous  emeralds.  Seated  upon  this  uncommon 
courser,  and  guiding  him  by  the  chain  which  served  as  a  bridle, 
wo  beheld  a  gigantic  monkey,  who  held  a  bow  of  polished  steel 
in  one  hand,  while  with  the  other  he  governed  his  chanticleer 
with  more  grace  than  could  have  been  expected  from  the  very 
best  bred  baboon  in  the  universe.  On  his  back  hung  a  golden 
quiver  adorned  with  precious  stones  ;  and  upon  a  crimson  velvet 
pillion  behind  him  sat  a  little  old  woman  so  hideous,  that  we 
all  exclaimed  with  one  voice  that  the  monkey  was  by  much  the 
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Jbandsomest  animal  of  the  two.     It  was  with  the  Qtmoat  diffi* 
caltj  that  she  kept  her  seat,  so  long  was  her  hody  and  so  short 
were  her  I^s.     Her  nose  was  so  little  and  snuhhj,  that  it  was 
iiot  to  he  seen  without  a  magnifying  glass  ;  hut  to  make  up  for 
this  deficiency^  her  chin  was  so  immoderately  long,  that  it 
culled  orer  her  mouth,  and  rested  its  point  hetween  her  eye« 
hrows*    She  squinted  so  horrihly,  that  the  earth  had  full  pos- 
session of  one  of  her  eyes,  while  the  other  was  the  property  of 
the  heayens.     Her  ears  were  of  such  a  length,  that  to  keep 
them  from  flapping  ahout,  she  had  heen  ohliged  to  tuck  them 
into  her  girdle.     However,  she  had  taken  care  to  deck  them 
out  with  a  very  smart  pair  of  ear-rings  ;  and  her  hair,  which 
iras  of  a  flaming  red,  was  frizzled  up  as  high  as  a  tower,  and 
plastered  all  over  with  flour  and  hog*s  lard.     To  set  off  this 
tbarming  face  and  figure  to  the  host  advantage,  she  had  a 
little  scarlet  tnrh«n  ornamented  with  a  profusion  of  feathers  of 
^  pos^hle  colours,  and  stuck  upon    one  side  of  her  head 
<^uettiflhly ;  while  her  person  was  enveloped  in  a  travelling 
dress  of  deep  yellow  velvet,  trimmed  with  a  hroad  gold  lace, 
and  flounced  and  furhelowed  with  cat's  skin.     When  I  add, 
that  her  hreath  was  so  strong,  that  we  needed  all  the  perfume 
of  Moussellina's  to  overpower  it,  your  Highness  may  form  some 
idea  of  the  charms  which  ornamented  this  masterpiece  of 
nature  and  art. 

These  extraordinary  personages  continued  to  descend,  and 
^  they  approached  inspired  us  with  very  justifiable  apprehen* 
nom,  a  flight  of  fiery  tigers  being  by  no  means  the  most 
agreeable  visitors.  The  event  proved  that  our  alarms  were 
without  cause.  When  they  arrived  within  a  few  yards  of  us, 
the  escort  remained  motionless  in  the  air,  while  the  cock 
lighted  on  the  ground  not  far  from  Moussellina.  The  monkey 
sprang  nimbly  out  of  the  saddle,  and  taking  the  old  woman  in 
his  arms,  placed  her  upon  her  feet  with  the  greatest  care  and 
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delicarf.  Slie  seemed  greatly  fatigued  witli  Ler  joomej ;  Imt 
AS  soon  as  slie  recovered  her  breath,  die  adfmaeed  towards  the 
tietress  of  Astracaa,  and  addressed  her  as  follows:—- 

'*  lUastrioas  Prineees,  joa  beh<^  an  amhaasadress  frooi  tlie 
great  Caramouseal.  He  requests  you,  through  me,  not  only  to 
reoeive  with  kindness,  hut  to  treat  with  pro6ixind  rei^ect^  tins 
paragon  of  all  eartlily  monkeya.  Hero  ooly  caa  he  expect  iht 
eure  of  that  melancholy  under  which  he  now  lahoun,  and  here 
has  Caramoussal  engaged  that  he  shall  obtain  it.  Fareweflt 
lovely  lady  !  May  the  chin  increMe,  may  the  foot  he  diaii- 
nished  ;  may  the  spinning- wheels  turn,  may  the  rope  he  woven; 
and,  oh !  may  your  beauty  never  subject  you  to  the  same  mi»> 
fortune,  which  my  unlucky  charms  have  entailed  upon  yoor 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant." 

As  she  said  these  last  words,  she  burst  into  tears,  and  while 
she  sobbed  most  piteously,  she  made  sachi  abominable  wry 
faces,  that  all  the  beholders  were  ready  to  expire  wiih  laugh- 
ing. It  was  then  that  the  Princess  rejoieed  in  her  hnmoveabie 
gravity.  She  alone  kept  her  countenance,  and  endeavoarad  to 
apologise  by  signs  for  the  'ill-breeding  of  her  company.  The 
nurse  explained  this  to  the  old  woman  in  very  polite  terms ; 
adding,  that  MousBelHnia  requested  her  to  repose  herself  in  tbe 
royal  tent  after  her  journey,  when  she  hoped  that  she  wodd 
relate  her  adventures,  as  she  was  extremely  anxious  to  know 
the  birth,  parentage,  and  education  of  ao  extraordiAaxy  a 
person  as  she  appeared  to  be,  and  also  to  hear  some  aecomt  of 
the  great  Caramoussal  who  made  preaents  of  monkeys  to  Prin- 
cesses. The  stranger  aeeepted  the  proposal,  and  ^e  whole 
company  returned  to  (he  tent ;  but  Ihe  i^  woman  would  not 
begin  her  narrative  till  she  had  tlb^own  herself  upon  her  knees 
before  the  monkey,  and  demanded  his  penuflsion.  The  ani- 
mal (who  really  seemed  to  be  the  best  tempered  and  Vest  bred 
of  the  monkey  kind)  gave  his  assent  in  a  very  gracious  nanner ; 
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ih^tlirowiiigliiiiiself  npomflieanibra  carpet,  he  aeemed 

io  be  absorbed  in  profooBd  meUadioljr. 

In  the  mesBwluIe,  the  dd  itchiuui,  hftving  past  *  few  suBUtes 
k  silent  r^eetkxB,  a  preeavtien  highly  neoessaiy  in  nlatiiig  so 
loBg  a  Justoiy,  bc^an  her  Bamtive  i&  the  foUowinff  words : — 
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"YoTJB  Rojal  H^faneas,"  said  she,  addressing  heradf  io 
JCoossdliiia,  "is  prohablj  not  aware  that  our  families  are 
;Bearij  eoimectedk  The  qaeen,  irho  had  the  honour  to  die  in 
gi?ii^  jou  hirib,  was  no  other  than " 

The  old  woiaan  had  proceeded  no  further  in  her  tale  when 
her  eyes  rested  opon  me.  She  sU^iped,  and  mddenly  starting 
from  her  seat,  she  hobbled  towards  me. 

"  Sir  Knight/'  said  she,  "  what  is  your  name  ?  " 

''  It  18  Faeardin/'  I  replied. 

This  ^Eignlar  same  a^^^eared  to  excite  surprise  in  everybody, 
except  KQ  the  iniiuirer,  and  in  the  tall  hni^t  with  the  £sh 
l^fltUe  upon  hia  head ;  to  whom  the  old  lady  now  made  the 
«>me  deonuid  respecting  kie  name. 

**  My  name  f  "  nnswered  he  with  an  air  of  perfect  indiffer- 
.ttoe,  yawning  «t  the  sane  time ;  ''it  is  Faeardin."— The 
gBiend  wonder  redoubled. 

"And  yours  ?  "  resumed  the  old  woman  (a£fcer  a  moment's 
piuse)  addreaeing  heindf  to  the  Enighi  of  the  AwL 

** It  is/'  replied  he  with  n  low  bow,  ''  it  is  Facardin.'' 

*'  Facardini  "  screamed  out  ^  old  woman  (in  a  'Toioe  so 
fllu3&»  that  it  ahaeet  cracked  the  drum  of  my  ears ;  at  the  same 
time  giving. three  eldps  in  the  air  with  such  activity,  as  waa 
Wjr  surprising  in  a  person  of  her  age  and  figure,)  "  Facardin  ? 
iP«»rdin? — One  Facaidin — two  Facaidins — three  Facardiss 
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—One  Facardin  more,  and  one  Facardin  less  ;  then  all  for  a 
time  will  be  wrong,  and  all  will  at  last  be  quite  right.*' 

Having  said  this,  she  darted  out  of  the  pavilion,  sprang 
nimbly  upon  the  cock,  and  giving  him  a  slight  kick,  he  rose 
into  the  air,  and  instantly  disappeared,  old  woman,  flying 
tigers,  and  all.  It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  remark, 
that  the  foot  with  which  she  kicked  her  chanticleer,  was  the 
smallest  and  most,  elegantly  formed,  that  I  ever  remembered  to 
have  beheld. 

Great  was  the  general  disappointment  at  the  matron's  ab^pt 
departure.  We  trusted,  however,  that  the  monkey  would  sup- 
ply her  place,  and  continue  the  relation  of  those  adventure8» 
in  which  his  companion  had  made  so  little  progress  :  but  here 
our  hopes  were  again  frustrated.  In  vain  did  we  promise  him 
pig-nuts  and  bilberries ;  in  vain  did  we  threaten  him  with  whips 
and  chains.  To  our  utter  surprise,  the  monkey  seemed  not  to 
understand  us.  We  thought  that  he  might  probably  be  a 
foreigner,  and  tried  by  turns  every  language  in  use  throughout 
the  habitable  globe  ;  but  with  no  better  success.  Say  what  we 
would,  not  one  syllable  would  the  monkey  answer  !  at  lengtli 
we  were  obliged  to  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  whiskered 
philosopher  ;  who  in  a  speech  of  three  hours,  replete  with  the 
most  sublime  eloquence,  most  learned  disquisitions,  and  argu- 
ments the  most  logical  and  irresistible,  proved  to  us  very  clearly, 
— **  that  whatever  sceptics  might  advance  to  the  contrary,  the 
monkey  was  actually  .  .  .  •  .  a  monkey." 

The  Princess,  however,  was  still  persuading  the  animal  not 
to  be  as  provokingly  silent  as  herself,  when  Crystallina  (im- 
patient 'to  have  her  presentation  over)  was  led  forward  by  the 
deputy  chamberlain ;  for  as  to  the  chamberlain  himself^  lie 
was  too  much  bruised  to  appear  again  that  night.  Instead  of 
attending  to  Crystallina 's  compliment,  I  was  not  a  little  suf- 
prised  to  see  the  Princess  suddenly  seize  her  by  the  corner  of 
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the  daft,  and  examine  the  mark  of  it  with  great  eagemefis  and 
attention.  She  then  shook  her  head,  and  with  a  deep  sigh  let 
the  linen  drop  again.  After  this  strange  behayiour,  she  seemed 
to  recollect  its  impropriety,  for  she  blushed  deeply,  and  waa 
signing  to  her  nurse  to  make  an  apology,  when  she  discoyered 
the  spinning-wheel,  which  Crystallina,  during  the  ceremony  of 
presentation,  had  deposited  upon  the  carpet. 

^'  That  is  mine !  "  cried  the  Princess,  seizbg  it  eagerly^ 
"  and  have  it  I  will,  that  *s  positive  1  " 

The  joy  of  the  whole  court  at  hearing  her  speak  for  the, 
first  time  was  only  equalled  by  the  rage  of  my  fair  companion : 
but  without  minding  her  reproaches,  the  Princess  began  to 
spin  with  all  her  might  and  main,  when  she  stopped  her  work 
for  an  instant,  in  order  to  address  herself  to  me. 

"  Spin !  "  said  the  Princess  ;  for  though  she  had  thus  unex- 
pectedly gained  the  power  of  speech,  she  was  not  yet  able  to 
use  it  fluently.     "  Spin !  *' 

In  yain  did  I  protest,  that  I  neyer  had  spun  a  thread  in  my 
fife.  MousseUina  would  be  obeyed  ;  and  the  whole  court  re* 
peating  in  full  chorus — "  Spin  !  " — I  even  set  myself  to  work 
with  the  best  grace  that  I  could.  But  scarcely  had  I  turned 
the  handle  twice,  when  a  third  wheel  was  seen  at  the  top  of 
the  tent,  and  a  pair  of  beautiful  white  arms  passing  themselves 
through  two  holes  in  the  chintz  hangings  began  to  turn  the 
Baachine  with  incredible  swiftness  and  dexterity. 

^^^e  the  general  attention  seemed  engrossed  by  this  pheno- 
Bienon,  mine  was  employed  upon  a  different  object.  Enraged 
tt  her  having  been  thus  plundered  hy  the  Princess,  Orystallina 
^d  retu-ed  in  dudgeon  to  a  distant  comer  of  the  pavilion,  and 
was  busUy  engaged  in  conversation  with  that  identical  ancient 
^dy,  who  had  expressed  so  much  emotion  at  the  sight  of  the. 
^ing  ball :  but  their  discourse^  did  not  long  continue  undis- 
turbed.  The  monkey  had  raised  himself  from  the  floor  quietly: 
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he  adraneed  with  caution  towards  the  talkers,  and  haying  crepi 
behind  them  nnohsenred,  he  soddenly  sprang  npon  the  M 
hidj's  hack,  and  fiftstened  his  teeth  in  h^*  left  ear.     The 
dnenna  screamed,  cried,  kicked,  and  straggled  :  hut  in  i^te  ei 
her  efforts  and  those  of  the  spectators,  the  animal  mftintained 
his  hold,  nor  quitted  it,  tiD  he  had  fairlj  dissevered  ^le  eir 
from  its  adjoining  parts.     No  soemer  was  her  head  deprived  of 
this  natural  ornament,  than  her  form  dissolTed  into  a  cloud  of 
smoke,  but  soon  collected  itself  again  into  the  figure  ei  an 
enormous  giant,  who  rose  with  angrj  looks  into  the  air;  the 
roof  of  the  tent  opened,  and  the  Colossus  disi^^ared.     At  ih» 
same  moment  the  beautiful  hands  yanisbed ;  Ojstallina  M 
shrieking  from  the  tent ;  and  the  monkej  dipping  off  his  skis 
with  as  much  ease  as  if  it  had  been  a  great  coat,  thwe  was 
seen  in  his  place  a  man  about  five  and  forty,  of  a  nuMst  noble 
presence,  and  whose  features  (except  his  mouth)  were  trolj 
prepossessing. 

But  oh !  that  mouth !  Mahomet,  what  a  mouth  f  Your 
Majesty  may  possibly  think,  that  a  feature  so  out  of  sS 
proportion  was  fikely  to  excite  merriment  in  the  spectatorB; 
but  no !  terror  was  the  effect  produced  upon  all  present  by  iHtoB 
miraculous  mouth  ;  and  when  he  opened  it  to  address  the 
Princess,  so  terrible  an  abyss  was  presented^  that  the  poor 
Bttle  soul  inyohmtarily  jumped  back,  and  we  had  some  diiB* 
culty  in  conyincing  her  that  she  had  not  been  swallowed  op 
aliye !  In  truth,  had  the  stranger  Mi  any  wii^  for  suclt  a 
mouthfiil,  I  am  certain,  that  he  could  have  bolted  her  Sojali 
Highness  without  any  cBfKculty  ;  for  I  would  ha?e  betted  ten 
to  one,  that  his  mouth  could  take  in  a  full  grown  ox,  h(M!n» 
and  all,  without  troubling  itself  to  make  more  than  a  moderftfte 
stretch.  But  I  must  beg  leaye  to  ebserre  that  I  do  not  mean 
an  ox  bred  in  Lincolnshire,  which  kingdom  (as  I  haye  resd) 
produces  that  animal  uncommonly  large,  but  merely  sodi 
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wcGiiaiy  Rud  oxen  as  are  usually  found  in  jour  Majesty's 
dominieos.  I  ihou^i  it  rigbt  to  mention  this,  as  I  by  no 
means  tkfprvvo  ike  feshion  of  those  rhodcmontadiDg  tray^ers, 
vho  exa^erate  matters  in  order  to  ezeite  wonder,  when  in 
&ct  Bothing  ean  be  more  ordinary  and  natural. 

"You  are  quite  rights"  observed  the  Sultan,  **  and  I  mueh 
acbmre  so  scmptdous  an  attention  to  reracity.  But  pray,  go 
on  with  your  history  ;  for  as  you  ha?e  told  us  what  eoold  go 
into  the  stranger's  mouth,  I  am  quite  impatient  to  know,  what 
eodd  come  oat  of  it/' 

lou  will  naturally  suppose,  proceeded  Facardhi,  ^ 
from  80  capacious  a  mouth  we  expected  a  tremendous  yoice, 
and  words  erery  one  of  them  composed  of  at  least  ten 
syllables.  However,  it  soon  appeared  that  the  stranger's 
voice  was  like  any  other  Toice,  and  that  he  had  not  the  slightest 
objection  to — ••  ifs, — ands, — ofs — or  alsos."  As  soon  as  Mous- 
BeQina  had  recovered  from  her  fright,  he  announced  himself 
to  her  as  Fortimbrass,  King  of  Denmark,  brother-in-law  to 
the  merry  Queen  of  Astracan,  and  consequently  uncle  to  the 
mournful  Princess.  She  gsive  him  a  very  affectionate  welcome, 
and  permitted  him  to  salute  her  roseate  cheek ;  but  it  was 
observed  by  all,  that  when  his  monstrous  mouth  approached 
her,  the  poor  little  Princess  shook  like  an  aspen  leaf. 

We  were  all  impatient  to  hear  the  adventures  of  this 
monkey-monarch,  which  we  doubted  not,  would  include  those 
of  the  frightful  old  woman.  Fortimbrass  begged  us  to  suspend 
our  curiosity  till  the  next  day,  as  he  was  greatly  fatigued, 
^^S  galloped  all  the  way  frcmi  Mount  Atlas  (upwards  of 
Beven  thousand  leagues)  in  two  hours  and  a  quarter.  We 
coold  not  deny  the  plausibility  of  this  excuse,  and  we  soon 
after  separated  for  the  night ;  Fortimbrass  rejoicing  that  he 
had  got  rid  of  bis  daws  and  tail  ;  the  courtiers,  that  the 
IVincess  had  been  induced  to  speak  ;  and  Moussellina,  that 


128  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

she  had  not  only  recoYered  her  own  spinning-wheel,  hut 
through  mj  means  possessed  another  besides  it !  Of  both  of 
these  wheels  she  requested  me  to  take  charge,  adding,  that 
the  next  day  we  would  resume  our  work.  The  whole  company 
then  retired  in  perfect  good-humour,  except  the  nurse,  who  was 
somewhat  chagrined  at  the  reflection,  that  in  future  she  was 
only  to  talk  for  herself.  It  is  true  that  because  her  mistress 
had  recovered  her  Yoicc,  it  did  not  follow,  that  the  nurse  had 
lost  hers  :  but  the  old  lady  knew  well  that  being  old  and  ugly 
she  might  talk  to  all  eternity  without  a  soul  listening  to  her, 
and  that  she  thought,  was  almost  as  bad  as  not  talking  at  all. 
Facardin  of  the  Grotto  (for  such  was  the  title  of  my  nev 
friend)  followed  me  to  my  apartment.  Here  he  introduced 
me  to  his  brother,  who  was  no  other  than  the  knight  with  the 
fish-kettle  for  a  helmet.  He  was  certainly  much  handsomer 
than  his  brother,  and  his  person  was  truly  noble  and  majestic : 
but  the  countenance  of  my  acquaintance  was  so  amiable,  and 
bore  so  strong  an  expression  of  mingled  sense  and  sweetness, 
that  I  hesitated  not  for  a  moment  to  give  him  the  preference. 
As  soon  as  the  first  compliments  were  over,  I  begged  Facardin 
of  the  Grotto  to  gratify  my  curiosity  by  relating  the  cause  of 
his  bearing  the  same  name  with  myself.  With  this  request 
he  complied  in  the  following  terms. 
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It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  you  where  and  in  what 
manner  I  was  bom  ;  since,  though  it  was  a  ceremony  in  which 
I  sustained  a  yery  principal  part,  the  circumstances  have  as 
completely  slipped  my  memory,  as  if  they  had  never  happened! 
neither  can  I  tell  you,  who  were  my  parents,  as,  in  spite  of  all 
my  pains  in  looking  for  them,  I  have  been  able  to  meet  with 
no  relations,  except  my  brother,   whose  ignorance  on  this 
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subject  equals  my  own.  The  earliest  period  which  I  can 
recollect,  fotmd  me  the  inhahitant  of  a  suhterraneous  grotto, 
tinder  the  eare  of  an  old  hermit,  whom  I  caUed  father,  but 
who,  I  have  more  reasons  than  one  for  believing,  had  no  right 
to  ihat  appellation. 

This  singular  person  was  by  birth  a  Chinese,  and  his  name 
had  formerly  been  the  Mandarin  Fi-Fum-Foam-Fim.  He 
possessed  extraordinary  abilities,  and  not  only  gave  me  daily 
proofs  of  his  being  a  prodigy  of  wisdom,  but  was  even  at  the 
trouble  of  assuring  me  of  the  fact  himself.  Unlucldly,  the 
extravagant  kindness,  which  nature  had  shown  in  forming  his 
intellectual  parts,  was  fully  counterbalanced  by  her  stinting 
him  in  his  externals.  The  poor  Mandarin  was  bom  with  but 
one  eye,  one  ear,  one  nostril,  one  arm,  and  one  leg  :  the  latter 
was  placed  in  the  centre  of  his  body,  which  turned  round  upon 
it  as  if  upon  a  pivot ;  and  to  such  perfection  was  he  arrived  in 
the  management  of  it  by  dint  of  practice,  that  he  could  hop 
upon  his  one  leg  nearly  as  fast  as  any  other  person  could  run 
tipon  two. 

It  was  long  before  his  parents  could  pitch  upon  a  proper 
wife  for  him;  till  at  length  a  female  appeared  at  the  court 
of  Pekin,  who  seemed  formed  by  nature  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  supplying  all  the  deficiencies  of  the  young  Fi-Fum- 
Foam-Fim.  She  called  herself  the  lady  Fim-Foam-Fum-Fi ; 
and  as  he  was  entirely  made  up  of  imities,  she  on  the  other 
hand  was  composed  of  nothing  but  quinquities ;  for  she  had  five 
arms,  ^ye  legs,  five  ears,  five  eyes,  and  five  nostrils  to  each  of  her 
five  noses.  As  with  such  a  person  she  was  not  pestered  with 
too  many  admirers,  she  readily  accepted  the  addresses  of  the 
young  Mandarin:  but  alas!  it  soon  appeared,  that  her  name 
was  not  more  the  reverse  of  his,  than  the  temper  of  Fi-Foam- 
Pum-Fim  was  opposite  to  that  of  Fim-Foam-Fum-Fi !  he  was 
gentle,  and  she  was  passionate  ;   he  was  wise,  and  she  was 
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Billy:  he  employed  his  single  hand  in  no  offices  bat  kind  ones; 
while  she  was  persuaded,  that  nature  had  given  her  three 
additional  legs  and  arms  for  no  earthly  purpose  than  the  better 
to  enable  her  to  thump  and  kick  her  husband.  At  length, 
however,  one  fine  simshiny  morning,  the  Mandarina  took  it 
into  her  head  to  die,  and  the  Mandarin  took  it  into  his  to 
bury  her.  It  was  shortly  after  this  event,  that  a  revolution  in 
China  obliged  him  to  leave  that  countiy,  and  one  of  his  friends 
having  entrusted  me  to  hb  care,  he  took  refuge  with  me  in  the 
island  of  Serendip. 

His  acquaintance  with  the  Mandarina  Fim-Foam-Fum-Fi,  of 
lamented  memoiy,  had  made  him  an  inveterate  woman-hater, 
and  he  endeavoured  to  communicate  his  aversion  to  me.  His 
labour  was  thrown  away  ;  I  sighed  ardently  to  behold  one  of 
these  terrible  wild  beasts  (for  such  he  had  taught  me  to  fancy 
them)  neither  could  all  lus  arguments  erase  this  wish  from  my 
mind,  any  more  than  a. singular  accident,  which  occurred  tome 
when  scarce  sixteen. 

I  was  sitting  in  the  grotto  one  evening,  and  endeavouring  to 
persuade  my  governor  to  let  me  have  at  least  one  peep  at  these 
monsters,  when  suddenly  a  large  black  oloud  descended  into 
the  cave.  In  a  few  minutes  it  dispersed,  and  I  beheld  a 
stranger  of  noble  and  commanding  presence,  who  held  in  one 
hand  a  golden  wand,  and  permitted  the  other  to  serve  as  a 
perch  for  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  cock  that  I  ever 
beheld :  it  struck  me  this  evening,  that  it  was  the  very  same 
bird  which  brought  hither  the  King  of  Denmark  ;  but  of  that 
I  cannot  be  positive.  No  sooner  did  the  hermit  perceive  the 
cock,  than  he  sank  upon  his  one  knee  ;  the  bird  extended  its 
right  wing  towards  him,  and  he  kissed  it  with  every  mark  of 
affection  and  respect.  The  stranger  then  conversed  with  the 
Mandarin  in  some  language  unknown  to  me  ;  but  their  eyes 
sufficiently  testified  that  I  was  the  subject  of  their  disoourse» 
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h  lasted  about  an  hour,  after  which  the  stranger  prepared 
to  depart ;  but  first  he  addressed  me  ia  these  remarkable 
rords: — 

"Youth,  be  in  all  things  submissiye  to  your  Tenerable 
protector,  but  in  nothing  more  than  in  abstaining  from  the 
Bigfat  of  women.  Know,  that  as  I  lately  consulted  the  stars 
rejecting  you,  I  read  in  them  this  threatening  prediction : 
'  The  first  object  which  he  loves,  he  shall  loTe  for  erer !  The 
&8t  object  which  he  loyes,  shall  for  ever  prove  cold  and 
insensible ;  and  even  though  that  object  should  be  in  his 
possession,  he  never  shall  be  united  to  the  first  object  which 
he  loves ! '  Remember  this,  be  prudent,  and  be  happy. 
PareweU ! " 

As  he  uttered  these  last  words,  a  shower  of  tears  fell 
from  the  eyes  of  the  beautiful  cock ;  at  the  same  moment 
a  cloud  wtapped  itself  round  them,  and  they  quitted  the  grotto 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  had  entered  it.  This  incident  for 
a  time  made  an  impression  upon  me ;  but  reflecting  that  there 
was  little  danger  of  my  feeling  any  sentiment  like  love  for  a 
wild  beast,  I  resolved  to  gratify  my  curiosity,  and  see  a  woman, 
let  the  danger  be  what  it  might.  Accordingly  I  escaped  from 
the  Mandarin  Fi-Fum-Foam-Fim,  and  after  a  fruitless  search 
of  some  days,  I  stumbled  upon  the  fair  Orystallina,  whose 
curiosity  was  not  a  jot  less  urgent  than  my  own.  What  passed 
till  we  parted,  as  well  as  the  adventure  which  separated  un, 
you  probably  have  heard  from  that  lady ;  it  would  therefore  be 
lumecessary  to  relate  it  now. 

Here  Schahriar  interrupted  the  Pnnce  of  Trebizonde,  and 
i^uested  him  to  repeat  those  adventures,  as  he  had  so  happy  a 
knack  at  forgetting  what  was  told  him,  that  they  would  seem 
to  him  exactly  as  if  he  had  never  heard  them  before ;  a  talent 
upon  which  he  seemed  to  value  himself  prodigiously.  However, 
Dinarzade  begging  with  tears  in  her  eyes  that  the  Prince 
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might  be  suffered  to  get  to  the  end  of  his  long-winded  history 
(if,  indeed,  such  a  thing  was  possible,  which  she  began  to 
doubt),  the  Sultan  was  prevailed  upon  to  suffer  him  to  proceed. 
He  did  so,  as  follows  : — 

Facardin  of  the  Grotto  continued  thus :  I  had  for  some 
time  flattered  myself  that  the  oraqle  respecting  my  future 
fate  had  been  completely  mistaken ;  it  was,  at  least,  certain 
that  Crystallina  had  been  anything  but  cold  and  insensible. 
But  now  that  we  were  parted,  I  discovered  that  the  sentiment 
with  which  that  curious  damsel  had  inspired  me,  had  nothing 
to  do  with  hve.  So  far  was  I  from  being  grieved  at  her 
departure,  that  I  rather  rejoiced  at  no  longer  having  a  woman 
continually  at  my  elbow,  with  whom  I  had  found  full  leisure  to 
be  satiated.  The  gust  of  wind  which  divided  us  so  obligingly, 
bore  me  swiftly  through  the  air.  It  deposited  me  unhurt  at 
the  foot  of  a  mountain,  whose  base  was  bathed  by  a  rapid 
jiver*  It  was  night ;  .the  moon  was  at  its  full,  and  its  beams 
enabled  me  to  discover  a  small  island  at  no  great  distance. 

I  was  in  doubt  what  course  to  pursue.  The  island  seemed 
uninhabited,  and  the  mountain  did  not  wear  an  aspect  muck 
more  promising.  While  I  hesitated,  I  observed  something 
moving  on  the  shore  of  the  island.  I  strove  to  distinguish  its 
figure,  but  in  vain.  After  a  few  moments  it  plunged  into  the 
water,  and  seemed  to  be  hastening  towards  the  mountain.  Not 
to  be  deficient  in  good-breeding,  I  advanced  to  receive  the 
new-comer ;  but  my  politeness  instantly  vanished  on  perceiving, 
that  it  was  nothing  else  than  an  old  lion,  whose  bulk  and  looks 
were  truly  tremendous.  My  doubts  were  now  removed ;  I 
Immediately  took  to  my  heels,  and  began  to  climb  the  moun- 
tain with  all  possible  expedition. 

As  the  lion  did  not  pursue  me,  I  soon  slackened  my  pace* 
It  now  for  the*first  time  entered  my  head,  that  this  exploit  of 
mine  was  by  no  means  to  my  credit,  and  that  to  begin  my 
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career  bj  running  away  was  but  a  sorry  presage  for  my  future 
fame.  I  therefore  determined  to  return  and  face  the  lion ; 
and  drawing  a  sabre  with  which  I  had  provided  myself  on 
quitting  the  grotto,  I  measured  back  my  steps.  I  confess,  that 
as  I  drew  nearer  to  the  lion's  neighbourhood,  I  felt  my  eager^ 
ness  to  engage  decrease  very  fast ;  and  at  length  I  could  not 
resist  peeping  oyer  a  piece  of  rock,  in  order  to  observe  hia 
motions,  before  I  attacked  him«  He  was  stretched  at  his  full 
length  just  below  me,  reclining  his  head  upon  his  left  hand. 
He  sighed  frequently,  and  at  intervals  wiped  his  eyes  with  his 
tail,  which  served  him  for  a  pocket-handkerchief.  He  was  in 
such  evident  distress,  that  I  thought  it  quite  cruel  to  disturb 
him,  and  resolved  rather  to  deprive  myself  of  the  honour  of 
cutting  off  his  head,  than  intrude  upon  his  sorrows  by  giving 
him  an  opportunity  of  biting  off  mine. 

While  we  were  in  this  position,  my  attention  was  attracted 
by  a  light,  which  glimmered  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain.  At 
first,  I  thought  that  it  was  a  paper  kite  with  a  lanthom  tied  to 
its  tall ;  but  on  its  descent  I  discovered  the  light  to  proceed 
from  a  fiery  car  drawn  by  two  flying  tigers.  In  this  sat  a  man 
splendidly  habited,  and  I  recognised  with  surprise  the  stranger 
who  had  told  my  fortune  in  the  Mandarin's  grotto.  He  was 
accompanied  by  a  lady,  the  elegance  of  whose  form  gave  me 
great  curiosity  to  see  the  face  belonging  to  it ;  but  this  was 
impossible,  in  consequence  of  her  head-dress,  which  was  the 
most  extraordinary  ever  worn  by  woman.  It  was  no  other  than 
the  enormous  cock,  which  I  had  seen  in  the  grotto,  and  which 
placing  a  claw  upon  each  of  her  shoulders,  overshadowed  her 
face  with  his  wings,  while  his  tail  streaming  down  her  back, 
formed  a  lappet  very  tasty  and  ornamental* 

As  soon  as  the  car  touched  the  earth,  the  Enchanter  aided 
his  companion  to  alight.  Instead  of  expressing  terror  at  the 
toght  of  the  lion,  she  hastened  towards  him ;  while  he,  upon 
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hearing  her  steps,  reared  himself  upon  his  hind-legs,  and  (as  I 
imagined)  prepared  to  spring  upon  her.  I  abeady  gave  her  up 
for  lost ;  hut  to  mj  great  surprise  I  found,  that  if  he  devoured 
her  at  all,  it  was  likely  to  he  with  kisses.  The  nymph  repaid 
his  caresses  with  interest,  though  she  was  evidently  so  much 
affected  that  she  was  ready  to  faint.  The  lion,  however,  who 
seemed  to  have  all  his  wits  ahout  him,  made  haste  to  feel  in  his 
left  ear  for  a  smelling-hottle,  with  whose  contents  he  proceeded 
to  hathe  her  nose  and  temples.  When  I  saw  him  prepare  for 
this  charitahle  office,  I  felt  no  little  concern  for  the  poor  lady, 
lis  I  thought  him  hy  no  means  calculated  for  the  employment, 
imd  douhted  not  that  his  claws  would  flay  her  nose  completely. 
1  was,  therefore,  much  pleased  to  find  that  the  considerate 
heast  was  aware  of  this  danger,  for  he  poured  a  little  of  the 
lavender  water  upon  the  tip  of  his  hushy  tail,  and  then  chafed 
her  nostrils  with  the  greatest  success  and  dexterity. 

The  nymph  heing  recovered,  the  lion  now  paid  his  compli- 
ments to  the  Enchanter,  and  afterwards  shook  the  cock  hj  tbe 
right  wing  in  the  most  hearty  and  affectionate  manner.  The 
whole  party  then  sat  down  on  the  hanks  of  the  river,  where  the 
magician  seemed  to  endeavour  to  console  the  other  three  ;  but 
to  judge  hy  the  tears  that  were  shed,  his  eloquence  was  not 
very  persuasive.  In  ahout  an  hour  the  party  broke  up :  tbe 
members  of  it  took  a  most  affecting  leave  of  each  other  ;  after 
which,  the  lion,  throwing  himself  into  the  water,  returned  to 
his  island,  while  the  Enchanter  and  the  nymph  (still  wearing 
her  singidar  head-dress)  returned  to  their  car :  it  rose  into  the 
air,  and  disappeared  on  reaching  the  summit  of  the  mountain. 

Supposing  that  this  same  mountain  must  serve  as  a  retreat 
for  the  Enchanter,  I  resolved  to  ascend  it,  and  endeavour  to 
find  him  out.  He  had  formerly  appeared  to  take  an  interest  in 
my  fate^  and  I  thought  it  possible,  that  he  might  give  me  some 
intelligence  respecting  my  parents ;  a  subject  on  which  the 
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Uuduin  had  always  preserved  an  inyiolable  silence,  and  which 
I  iras  extremely  anxious  to  get  cleared  up.  I  fancied,  that  I 
fliiOQld  feel  awkward  upon  entering  the  world,  if  on  being 
Aterrogated  respecting  my  family,  I  should  find  myself  obliged 
to  answer — ''  Upon  my  honour.  Sir,  I  know  no  more  about  it 
than  yourself."  Accordingly,  I  set  off  in  pursuit  of  the  En* 
chanter,  and  at  length  reached  the  mountain's  summit ;  though 
not  without  being  twenty  times  on  the  point  of  breaking  my 
neck  by  the  way. 

I  now  found  myself  at  the  entrance  of  a  spacious  grotto, 
adomed  with  statues,  shells,  and  a  variety  of  other  ornaments, 
TiMc,  it 's  true,  but  disposed  with  infinite  taste.  In  the 
middle  hung  a  bird-cage  composed  of  jet  and  ivory,  and  in  one 
corner  stood  the  enormous  cock,  employed  in  turning  with 
great  gravity  the  handle  of  an  ebony  spinning-wheel.  I  thought 
this  occupation  extremely  unprofitable,  for  the  foolish  bird 
(who  probably  had  been  ill  taught)  had  neglected  to  put  any 
flax  upon  the  distaff. 

As  the  grotto  had  another  outlet,  I  was  proceeding  to  try 
my  fortune  further,  when  I  heard  the  voices  of  persons 
approaching.  I  drew  back,  and  soon  after  saw  the  Enchanter 
enter,  leading  lite  same  lady,  who  had  expressed  so  singular 
an  attachment  to  the  lion.  They  were  accompanied  by  a 
etrsDger,  whose  person  I  need  not  describe  to  you,  as  he  was 
no  other  than  the  Giant,  the  loss  of  whose  ear  disenchanted 
Portimbrass  this  evening,  and  who  (by  the  bye)  is  also  Crynr 
talHna's  husband.  In  one  hand  he  held  an  enormous  club, 
and  the  other  sustained  a  gilded  tobacco-pipe,  from  which  he 
<^a8ionally  puffed  clouds  of  smoke  in  the  face  of  the 
Enchanter.  No  one  seemed  to  be  aware  of  my  presence.  The 
Cfiant  threw  himself  upon  a  couch  of  turf,  and  listened  with  an 
indifferent  air  to  the  supplications  of  his  companions. 

"Be  not  thus  contemptuous,"  I  heard  the  Enchanter  say^ 
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on  entering  ;  **  you  have  the  advantage  at  present,  but  fortune 
will  'one  day  change.  The  same  arts,  which  have  made  you 
possessor  of  the  two  spinning-wheels,  may  again  deprive  you  of 
them;  nor  can  you  put  them  to  any  use  without  the  third, 
which  I  never  will  trust  out  of  my  own  custody.  Listen  then 
to  my  proposals.  Restore  my  brothers  to  their  ori^nal  forms ; 
suffer  me  to  re-assemble  the  limbs  of  the  Queen  of  Denmark ; 
and  forbear  to  insist  upon  the  dreadful  conditions  attached  to 
the  possession  of  Sapinella.  On  my  part,  I  assure  you,  though 
I  cannot  consent  to  becoming  your  subject,  that  I  will  never 
attempt  to  become  your  master  ;  the  two  spinning-wheels  shall 
remain  yours  for  ever,  and  I  promise  you  from  this  momen^ 
eternal  peace  and  amity," 

"  Promise  me  a  fiddlestick  !  **  interrupted  the  Giant,  taking 
the  pipe  out  of  his  mouth;  **will  yonder  stubborn  little 
Princess  promise  to  marry  me,  if  I  put  matters  to  rights  again? 
That  is  the  only  promise,  which  wiU  have  any  effect,  I  can 
assure  you." 

*'  I  marry  you  ?  "  exclaimed  the  damsel :  "  Inhuman  mon- 
ster, what  claim  can  you  advance  to  my  affections  ?  Have  you 
not  cut  my  unfortunate  mother  into  a  thousand  pieces  ?  Have 
not  your  spells  compelled  my  royal  father  to  walk  upon  all 
fours  ?  Besides,  if  you  had  not  the  worst  memory  of  any 
Genius  upon  earth,  you  would  recollect,  that  the  stars  have 
decreed,  that  I  shall  marry  nobody,  unless  I  marry  Facardin, 
Prince  of  Ophir." 

"  A  fig  for  the  stars !  **  cried  the  Giant ;  "  they  don't  know 
what  they  talk  about ;  for  it  was  but  last  night  that  I  read  in 
them  these  identical  words,  written  in  a  very  neat  running 
hand — 'Sapinella  of  Jutland  shall  never  marry  Facardin^ 
Prince  of  Ophir,*" 

*'  I  shall  certainly  go  distracted ! "  exclaimed  Sapinella, 
wringing  her  hands.     ''I  am  to  marry  nobody,  if  not  the 
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Fnnce  of  Ophir,  and  yet  it  seems  the  Prince  of  Ophir  is  never 
to  many  me  :  the  meaning  of  all  which  is,  that  I  am  never  to 
many  at  all !  Surely  the  devil  is  in  the  stars,  and  I  wish  they 
were  all  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  for  they  are  the  plague  of  my 
ejDstence ! " 

Here  she  began  to  weep,  as  if  she  meant  to  set  the  room 
afloat.  Howeyer,  her  tears  could  not  melt  the  Giant's  hard 
iieart,  who  rose  to  take  his  departure. 

**  On  no  other  conditions,"  said  he,  ''  will  I  reverse  my 
spells ;  and  if  you  can  reverse  them  yourself,  you  are  cleverer 
Ihan  I  take  you  to  he.  Farewell,  Princess ;  the  Prince  of 
Ophir  will  be  here  shortly.  I  cannot  prevent  your  seeing  him, 
but  I  will  prevent  your  liking  him  while  with  you  ;  as  to  hia 
liking  you^  that  your  own  rashness  has  already  prevented. 
Aye !  aye ! "  continued  he,  addressing  himself  to  the  cock, 
"  turn  away,  old  gentleman !  If  you  had  done  that  sooner, 
you  would  have  done  wisely.  As  it  is,  your  labour  is  thrown 
away,  and  you  are  likely  to  crow  for  sixteen  years  longer." 

The  cock  only  replied  by  a  look  of  indignation,  and  by 
turning  his  tail  upon  him  with  an  air,  for  a  cock,  remarkably 
majestic.  In  the  mean  while  the  form  of  the  Giant,  dissolving 
into  a  cloud  of  smoke,  soon  made  its  exit  from  the  grotto. 

In  this  conversation  nothing  struck  me  more  than  the  name 
of  the  Prince  of  Ophir ;  it  was  the  same  with  my  own,  and  I 
began  to  suspect  that  the  family  name  of  the  royal  family  of 
Ophir  must  needs  be  Facardin.  To  ascertain  this  point,  I  now 
advanced  from  my  concealment,  and  having  made  one  of  my 
best  dancing  bows,  I  addressed  the  Enchanter  nearly  as 
follows : — 

"Permit  me.  Doctor,"  said  I,  (for,  as  he  was  a  conjuror,  I 
thought  that  he  must  certainly  have  taken  an  University 
degree,)  "  permit  me.  Doctor,  to  make  myself  known  to  you, 
and  ask  you  a  few  questions.     Idle  as  you  may  think  my. 
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curiosity,  I  confess  I  cannot  help  wishing  to  know  the  name  of 
mj  parents,  and  to  what  phice  I  went  to  be  bom.  Satisfy  me 
on  this  head,  and  you  shall  be  handsomely  rewarded  for  your 
trouble." 

With  these  words  I  showed  him  the  palm  of  my  hand,  and 
prepared  to  cross  his  with  a  piece  of  money.  The  Enchanter, 
who  was  by  no  means  a  common  fortune-teller,  rejected  both ; 
but,  before  he  could  reply,  the  cock  hopped  up  to  him  with 
much  dignity,  and  crowed  thrice  in  tones  so  expressiye,  that  I 
was  convinced  of  their  meaning  more  than  cocks  do  in  ordinary. 

''Alas!  my  dear  Tarif-Eldin,"  said  the  magician,  as  if 
replying  to  some  question  which  the  cock  had  asked,  *'  I  fear 
that  your  hopes  are  too  sanguine.  In  spite  of  his  name,  this 
young  man  seems  calculated  neither  by  his  age  nor  his  natural 
strength  for  so  yiolent  an  exertion.  However,  as  the  bow  is 
luckily  in  my  possession,  if  you  insist  upon  it,  the  trial  shall  be 
made  ;  but  remember,  that  from  the  moment  you  enter  your 
prison,  its  door  must  be  closed  no  more  to  open,  till  the  Faoardin 
arrives  destined  to  free  you  from  your  feathers,  restore  Sapi- 
nella's  original  form,  dispel  Moussellina's  gravity,  and  devour 
that  fatal  toe,  in  which  consists  the  whole  power  of  our 
enemy." 

Upon  hearing  this,  the  cock  for  a  few  moments  appeared  to 
hesitate,  and  he  hung  his  head  mournfully :  but  his  spirits  soon 
revived.  He  spread  his  tail,  clapped  his  wings,  and  then 
turning  to  the  Enchanter,  exclaimed  in  a  tone  the  most  restate, 
and  with  an  air  the  most  intrepid,  '<  Cock-a-doodle-doo  ! "  He 
then  hopped  into  the  bird-cage  with  great  alacrity,  the  door  of 
which  closed  upon  him  with  a  thundering  noise. 

The  Enchanter  now  opening  a  case  of  sandal-wood,  and 
drawing  forth  a  bow  of  polished  steel,  requested  me  to  bend  it« 
I  hesitated  not  to  obey,  but  in  vain  did  I  first  try  it  one  way, 
and  then  another.     My  attitudes,  it  must  be  allowed,  w&o 
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Qneommoiilj  gracefbl,  but  the  bow  remained  unbent ;  and  at 
length  the  skin  being  rubbed  off  both  my  hands,  (which 
naturally  are  rather  of  a  delicate  texture,)  I  was  obliged  to 
reii&quish  the  instmrnent  in  despair. 

"  I  thought  60 !  "  said  the  Enchanter,  shaking  his  head 
monmfiilly ;  *<  It  is  well,  that  I  have  three  strings  to  my  bow! 
As  for  this,  be  it  your  charge,  Sapinella,  and  remember,  that 
he  who  bends  it,  will  thereby  prove  himself  the  person  destined 
to  reyerse  the  ill  fortunes  of  your  family.  I  am  now  compelled 
to  leave  you  ;  henceforth,  I  am  not  permitted  to  yisit  you» 
neither  is  it  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  Genius  Feridoun  from 
occasionally  tormenting  you  with  his  presence:  but  let  it  be 
some  consolalioii  to  know,  that  whenever  he  sets  his  foot  upon 
this  mountain,  he  becomes  your  slave,  not  your  master,  and 
that  my  spells  will  force  him  to  forbear  repeating  his  addresses, 
or  attempting  to  possess  your  person  by  force.  Take  courage 
then,  my  dear  niece ;  however  disagreeable  the  form  which 
your  rash  vow  compels  you  to  assume,  remember,  that  you 
win  one  day  regain  your  own,  will  be  married  to  the  Prince  of 
Ophir,  have  a  great  many  children,  and  live  very  happy  evw 
after." 

"  Alas ! "  repfied  the  lady,  "  you  forget,  most  wise  Oara- 
mouBsal,  that  the  provoking  stars  have  decreed,  that  I  never 
Am  to  marry  the  Prince  of  Ophir !  But  what  surprises  me 
most  is,  that  since  you  are  a  conjuror,  and  practise  the  black 
^>  yon  did  not'  foresee  and  prevent  all  this  mischief." 

"  Sapinella  ! ''  replied  Caramoussal,  with  a  look  of  profound 
^^nsdom,  **  thou^  I  am  an  Endianter,  I  would  have  you  to 
know,  that  I  never  was  taken  for  a  Conjuror  before !  neither 
<^&n  the  power  of  magic  possibly  reverse  the  decrees  of  fate,  for 
decrees  are  decrees,  and  fate  is  fate !  Be  content  to  know, 
that  no  exertions  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to  alleviate  your 
sorrows ;  nor  do  I  quite  despair  of  finding  at  length  a  Prince 
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vigorous  enough  to  bend  this  bow,  a  mouth  as  large  as  your 
father's,  a  cock  that  can  fly  as  high  as  the  emperor,  and  a  rope 
spun  by  the  hands  of  three  Princesses  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  world,  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  summit  of  Mount 
Atlas  to  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  strong  enough  to  bind  oor 
inveterate  enemy  in  fetters  never  to  be  broken.  As  for  yoo, 
young  man,"  continued  he,  addressing  himself  to  me,  ''  I  must 
not  at  present  satisfy  your  curiosity  respecting  your  parents ; 
suffice  it  to  know,  that  you  have  a  brother,  who  will  shortly 
fall  into  the  power  of  Feridoun,  that  Giant  whom  you  have  just 
DOW  seen.  Be  it  your  care  to  deliver  him  from  thence,  and  m 
order  that  you  may  know  him  when  you  meet,  behold  his 
figure !  " 

Here  the  Enchanter  waved  his  wand.  I  immediately  beheld 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  grotto  a  young  man  seated  on  a 
rose-coloured  sofa,  and  picking  his  teeth  in  a  careless  attitude : 
the  vision  lasted  but  a  moment ;  yet  in  that  short  period  he 
found  time  to  yawn  thrice,  an  habit  of  which  (as  you  probahly 
have  already  observed)  love  itself  has  not  been  able  to  cure 
him.  The  figure  having  disappeared,  Caramoussal  thus 
continued  his  discourse. 

~  ''Your  brother  is  called  Facardin  as  well  as  yourself;  a 
name,  which  important  reasons  have  induced  me  to  bestow  on 
various  children,  in  whose  fate  I  feel  interested.  Feridoun's 
abode  is  not  easily  discovered  ;  but  as  it  is  necessary  that  yoa 
should  reach  it  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  your  brother,  I  now 
present  you  with  this  phoenix  of  all  coursers,  who  not  only 
surpasses  the  winds  themselves  in  fleetness,  but  will,  unbidden, 
conduct  you  to  those  places,  where  it  is  most  your  interest 
to  be." 

I  heard  the  latter  part  of  his  speech  with  some  surprise. 
In  vain  did  I  look  round  and  round ;  no  courser  was  to  be  seen, 
and  yet  did  Caramoussal  continue  to  enhance  the  value  of  his 
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present ;  assaring  me,  that  the  animal  was  sound  wind  and 
limb,  perfectly  free  from  yice,  and  altogether  as  clever  a  little 
tit,  as  ever  was  crossed  hj  a  gentleman.  And  still  no  horse 
appeared  !  At  length  I  hegan  to  suspect,  that  my  friend  the 
Enchanter  was  not  quite  himself,  and  that  he  had  heen  endea- 
TouriDg  to  settle  matters  with  the  Genius  oyer  a  hottle.  This 
suspicion  was  confirmed,  when  conducting  me  to  a  comer  of 
the  grotto,  lie  pointed  to  a  three-legged  stool,  and  desired  me 
to  mount  inunediately.  He  then  forcihly  ohliged  me  to  seat 
myself  upon  the  stool,  and  thus  proceeded. 

'*  Excellent  !  "  said  he,  with  an  air  of  satisfaction ;  *'  really, 

considering  that  you  neyer  were  on  horsehack  hefore,  you  make  a 

tolerable  appearance,  and  seem  to  haye  a  yery  good  seat.    Now 

tben^  nothing  is  wanting  to  complete  your  travelling  equipage, 

except  this  two-stringed  guitar.     Take  it,  and  observe,  that 

whenever  you  strike  the  silver  chord,  aU  who  are  within  hearing 

will  be  compelled  to  dance ;  and  when  you  strike  the  golden 

one,  whatever  actions  are  going  on  at  that  moment  will  be  con* 

tinned  by  tlie  performers  during  a  fall  hour :  on  yourself  alone 

the  charm  will  have  no  effect.     Now,  then,  proceed  in  search 

of  your  brother ;  and  should  you  meet  by  the  way  with  any 

stray  legs,  arms,  heads,  or  bodies,  have  the  goodness  to  put 

them  into  the  green  velvet  bag,  which  is  suspended  under  your 

horse.     Bemember  also,  that  whenever  you  wish  him  to  set 

forwards,  you  must  say — *  Chick-ali-allah-mamoud-bizzil-khan ;' 

and  that  you  never  must  dismount  him  without  first  whistling 

thrice,  and  rubbing  the  tip  of  your  nose  as  often  against  the 

bridge  of  your  guitar." 

"My  dear  Doctor,"  said  I,  *' you  must  certainly  be  dream- 
ing I  What  in  the  name  of  heaven  can  you  mean  by  stray  legs 
and  arms  ?  and  as  to  making  this  three-legged  stool  move  by 
merely  pronouncing — "  Ghick-ali-allah-mamoud-bizzil-khan,'*—- 
the  thing  is  absolutely  impossible.*' 
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The  words  were  scarcely  out  of  my  mouthy  when  l^e  stool 
set  off  with  me,  as  hard  as  it  could  lay  its  three  legs  to  the 
ground !  It  galloped  up  hill  aud  down  dale  like  a  mad  thing, 
leaped  oyer  five^harred  gates  with  the  greatest  a^lity,  and 
upon  reaching  the  hanks  of  a  riyer,  without  hesitation  it  dashed 
into  the  water,  and  soon  landed  me  on  the  opposite  shore. 
Immediately  my  wooden  courser  resumed  his  speed,  and  away 
we  went  again,  as  if  we  had  heen  galloping  for  a  wager.  Ab 
we  passed  through  a  Tillage,  the  people  ran  out  to  wonder  at  hb; 
the  men  and  women  hooted  us,  and  the  little  hoys  pelted  us 
with  mud,  stones,  rotten  eggs,  and  dead  cats  ;  but  all  this 
only  seryed  to  make  my  nag  go  the  faster.  I  cried  out  to 
them  to  stop  him,  for  that  I  was  run  away  with.  Some  of  them 
endeayoured  to  obey  me ;  but  wheneyer  they  approached  the 
stool  to  lay  hold  of  it,  one  of  its  legs  kicked  up,  and  dealt  about 
broken  heads  and  bloody  noses  with  such  generosity,  that  the 
attempt  was  soon  abandoned.  The  machme  continued  to 
proceed,  nor  stopped,  till  we  reached  the  gate  of  an  ancient 
castle. 

Notwithstanding  the  rapidity  of  my  progress,  I  was  not 
in  the  least  fatigued  ;  it 's  true,  my  hoi*se  was  nothing  more 
than  a  joint-stool>  but  it  was  as  easy  as  if  it  had  been  an  arm- 
chair! I  was  occupied  in  examining  the  castle's  exterior, 
when  the  portal  grated  upon  its  rusty  hinges,  and  two  senrants, 
almost  bent  double  with  age,  adyanced  with  an  entreaty,  that 
I  would  enter,  and  accept  of  some  refreshment.  With  this 
request  I  readily  complied ;  but  nothing  could  induce  me  to 
quit  my  seat,  till  I  had  whistled  thrice,  and  giyen  my  nose 
three  gentle  rubs  against  the  bridge  of  my  guitar.  After  this 
important  ceremony  I  entered  the  castle  ;  nor  was  I  a  little 
pleased,  nor  my  companions  a  little  surprised,  at  observing  that 
the  stool  came  trotting  after  me,  and  neyer  suffered  me  to  go  • 
out  of  its  sight.     This  induced  me  to  hope,  that  the  machino 
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was  growiog  attached  to  me  ;  and  desirous  of  encouraging  this 
predilection,  I  fioiled  not  occaaionally  to  pat  it  upon  the  hack* 
and  seize  every  means  of  showing,  that  I  was  satisfied  with  its 
serriees. 

Mj  guides  crawled  on  so  slowly,  that  I  had  foil  leisure  to 
ebserre  the  apartments  through  which  we  passed.  They  were 
nttgnifieently  furnished,  but  all  in  an  antiquated  taste ;  old 
tapestry,  old  books,  old  pictures,  old  chairs ;  eyeiything  was 
old,  and  seemed  of  a  piece  with  my  conductors.  They  ushered 
me  into  a  small  octagon  chamber,  and  I  now  begged  to  know 
their  master's  name. 

**  We  haye  no  master,"  was  the  reply.  "  This  castle  belongs 
to  a  Princess,  to  whom  you  will  be  introduced  as  soon  as  yon 
Me  old  enough." 

I  thought  this  a  very  strange  condition,  and  begged  to  know 
atwbat  age  her  Highness  would  think  me  presentable.  I  was 
answered,  that  natires  of  that  country  did  not  presume  to 
appear  at  court  till  they  were  turned  of  sixty ;  but  that,  in 
consideration  of  my  being  a  stranger,  ten  full  years  would  bo 
abated.  I  hastened  to  assure  the  domestics  that,  anxious  as  I 
was  to  be  acquainted  with  their  mistress,  still  I  could  not 
possibly  wait  thirty  years  for  that  honour ;  that  I  was  obliged 
to  proceed  on  my  journey  immediately ;  but  that  I  should  take 
care  to  retorn  and  pay  my  respects  to  her  Highness  as  soon  as 
I  should  be  dec^itly  decrepit. 

"You  mistake  me,"  interrupted  one  of  the  old  men.  "  As 
a  stranger,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  look  old  ;  and,  pro- 
vided you  do  but  wear  the  appearance  of  age,  your  possessing 
we  vigour  of  youth  is  a  defect  which  you  will  find  the  Princess 
^©ry  ready  to  forgive  in  you.  You  are  to  know  that  she  once 
*w  a  mistress  of  the  Genius  Feridoun ;  but  being  grown  old, 
tod  eotisequently  neglected,  she  retired  from  the  world  in  dis- 
&^^t  and  now  keeps  her  court  in  this  ancient  castle.     In  order 


144  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

to  preserve  her  eyes  from  being  offended  bj  the  sight  of  tliat 
youth  and  beauty  in  others  which  she  no  longer  possesses  her^ 
self,  nothing  but  what  is  old  is  suffered  to  approach  her,  and 
her  court  is  composed  entirely  of  superannuated  belles  and 
beaux  in  their  dotcrge.  A  talisman  placed  here  by  Feridoun 
preserves  in  our  hearts  our  youthful  passions :  we  love,  intri^e, 
quarrel,  and  fight,  as  if  we  were  still  in  the  bloom  of  seventeen, 
and  to  a  stranger  this  sight  will  probably  appear  entertaining. 
Here  you  will  find  four  antiquated  couple  tottering  through  a 
cotillion  in  spectacles ;  while  there  a  circle  of  seniors,  with 
trumpets  at  their  ears,  are  fascinated  by  the  vocal  powers  of  a 
toothless  toast.  In  one  room  you  will  admire  two  fiery  dotards 
burning  with  rage,  anxious  to  fight,  but  unable  to  draw  their 
swords ;  and  in  another  you  will  see  a  wrinkled  beauty  of  fonr- 
score  snatch  her  shrivelled  hand  from  her  drivelling  adorer, 
refuse  him  in  disdain  one  of  her  five  remaining  hairs,  and 
exclaim  against  the  wiles  of  wicked  man,  and  the  too  easy  faith 
of  unsuspecting  woman." 

This  account  piqued  my  curiosity,  and  having  nothing  better 
to  do,  I  accepted  the  services  of  the  old  domestics,  who  has* 
tened  to  equip  me  for  their  lady*s  presence-chamber.  They 
began  by  fixing  a  grey  wig  upon  my  head,  and  then  fastened 
under  my  chin  a  beard,  whose  length  was  truly  respectable. 
After  this,  they  drew  red  circles  round  my  eyes,  traced  several 
wrinkles  on  my  forehead,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  rendered 
my  appearance  so  venerable,  that  when  I  first  looked  in  the 
glass,  I  involuntarily  made  myself  a  low  bow.  The  servants 
now  withdrew  to  announce  my  arrival  to  their  mistress. 

Scarcely  was  I  left  alone,  when  the  sound  of  complaint 
attracted  my  attention.  I  listened,  and  heard  a  voice  which 
seemed  to  be  in  the  room,  bemoan  its  hard  fate,  call  the  stars 
cruel,  and  (as  is  usual  on  such  occasions)  invite  death  to  put 
an  end  to  its  sorrows.    As  I  could  discover  nobody  except^ 
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mjself  in  the  chamber,  and  as  the  Toice  seemed  to  be  close  at 

mj  elbow,  I  was  somewhat  puzzled  bj  this  occurrence.     Pre- 

sentlj,  I  felt  something  treading  upon  m j  toes :  I  looked  down : 

it  was  the  joint-stool,  which  had  taken  that  mode  of  attracting 

mj  attention^  and  which  having  obtained  it,  marched  before 

xne  towards  a  comer-cupboard.    It  was  fastened,  and  as  I  have 

always  been  told,  that  it  is  extremely  wrong  to  pick  a  lock,  I 

judged,  that  it  would  be  much  more  genteel  to  break  the  door 

open.    I  did  so,  and  found  in  it  a  tortoise-shell  box,  which  I 

exammed  without  delay.     What  was  my  surprise  at  finding  a 

pair  of  lips  of  the  most  rosy  freshness,  whose  continual  motion 

(as  well  as  that  of  the  tongue,  which  I  could  perceive  occa* 

sionaUy,)  left  me  no  doubt  from  whence  the  voice  proceeded  I 

This  circumstance  embarrassed  me  not  a  little.  In  vain  did 
I  endeavour  to  unravel  it,  but  could  only  ascertain,  that  from 
their  incessant  motion,  the  lips  must  certainly  have  belonged 
to  a  woman.  Still  the  complaints  continued ;  I  listened  to 
them  attentively,  and  at  length  heard  some  sentences  which 
cleared  up  my  doubts  at  once- 

**  No !  "  said  the  voice,  "  never  was  wretchedness  equal  to 
mine  I  Never  before  was  woman  chopped  in  pieces,  because 
her  daughter  refused  to  marry  a  man  ten  yards  high  !  Oh  I 
if  I  had  my  eyes  again,  I  should  certainly  cry  them  out  at 
thinking  to  how  ignoble  an  o£Sice  my  bosom  is  fated,  that 
bosom  of  which  I  was  once  so  proud !  And  shall  that  harridan 
of  a  Princess  possess  it  for  ever  ?  No  !  let  but  the  rest  of  me 
De  put  together  again,  and  soon  will  I  have  my  bosom  back  in 
^pite  of  her  teeth  ;  or  rather  in  spite  of  mtne,  for  alas  !  the 
Stress  has  got  possession  of  them  too !  As  for  my  other 
Inubs,  heaven  only  knows,  what  is  become  of  them  ;  but  I  am 
terribly  afraid,  that  my  legs  are  fallen  into  bad  hands.  Ah ! 
if  that  defect  in  them,  which  I  so  carefully  concealed  from 
eyery  eye,  should  be  discovered. Insupportable 
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■Qumghi  I  HeareD  and  earth !  I  ahould  certainly  expre 
with  ahame,  were  it  onoe  publicly  known,  that  mj  legs  are 
bandj  !  " 

So  pathetie  was  the  tone,  in  which  these  last  words  were 
prononneed,  that  I  coold  not  re&ain  from  weeing.  I  Kked 
the  lips  BeToral  queations,  but  to  no  purpose  ;  indeed  I  found 
ftfUrwarda,  that  the  ears,  which  on^t  to  have  heard  me,  were 
at  that  time  abont  three  tlieBaand  leagues  off.  HoweTer,  I  hod 
no  doubt,  hut  that  these  very  Ups  were  part  of  the  eAnj  limbs 
recommended  to  my  care  by  Caramoussal,  and  I  immediately 
depoeited  them  in  tlie  green  relvet  b^.  This  was  seareelj 
done,  when  the  servants  returned  to  coodact  me  to  Ihs 
PriDcess ;  I  ftdlowed  them,  and  my  three-legged  compuiou 
trotted  after  me. 

The  FrineeaB  Ghinchinosa  (for  that  was  her  name)  it  seems, 
had  been  a  faronrite  of  Fendonn  ;  I  conid  not  by  uiy  means 
ndnure  Feridonn's  taste.  She  mij^  indeed  have  been  tand- 
-some  once,  bat  I  should  never  have  suspected  it.  Ser  skia 
was  like  so  much  tanned  leather :  her  high  dieek-bones, 
•danbed  thickly  over  with  paint,  seemed  ready  to  pierce  tlirsugb 
the  skin  whidi  covered  tliein  ;  and  not  haring  htur  enongk  1^ 
-nith  which  to  fasten  it  on,  her  monstrous  flaxen  periwig  got  a 
little  more  on  one  side  with  every  movement ;  bo  that  b*  the 
time  that  I  had  been  in  the  room  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  il  Lad 
made  half  the  circuit  (£  her  head,  and  the  hind  part  liung 
down  b^ore.  She  sat  npon  a  lofty  throne  surrounded  hj  her 
courtiers,  whose  nodding  heads  and  trembling  hands  ma^  me 
think  at  first  that  I  had  got  among  a  parcel  of  abaking  mao- 
darias  at  a  china  shop.  The  ladies  of  the  bed-chamber  were 
all  turned  of  fonrscore  ;  every  nuud  ot  honour  was  at  least  in 
her  grand  dimaeteric  ;  and  ihei%  was  not  a  staff  officer  in  her 
whde  army,  who  did  not  go  upon  crutches.  Such  wsi  the 
court  of  the  Princess  Chinchinosa. 
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She  reeehned  me  rerj  gracioaslj,  and  at  dinner  I  was  placed 
9t  her  right  band.  I  soon  found  that  spoon  meat  was  in  great 
leqaest ;  not  but  that  there  was  a  variety  of  other  dishes,  such 
as  old  mutton,  large  beef,  and  full  grown  fowls.  But  as  foi> 
lamb  and  real  they  were  forbidden  food  ;  the  Princess  would  haye 
finatedat  the  fflght  of  a  chicken  ;  and  a  pigeon,  to  which  I  was 
helped,  proyecl  so  extremely  old  and  tough,  that  in  my  con- 
science I  beliere  it  was  the  same  iJiat  carried  Noah  the  olive- 
brandi.  During  dinner,  there  was  a  concert,  at  which  nothing 
Imt  old  mufoe  was  performed  ;  and  between  the  instrumental 
pieces,  a  Soprano  (who  looked  like  Methusalem)  favoured  us 
by  warbling  Solomon's  song.  His  hands  trembled  so,  that  he 
eoold  hardly  hold  the  music-book,  and  his  voice  being  extremely 
iBfirm,  I  coidd  not  but  allow,  that  his  shake  was  wonderful. 
Bowever  I  did  not  much  attend  to  the  music  ;  another  object 
engrossed  aU  my  attention. 

Her  Highness's  nose  and  chin  being  of  an  immoderate  length, 
and  meeting  so  close  that  a  walnut  placed  between  them  would 
ha?e  remained  there  firmly,  she  was  obliged  to  introduce  her 
food  into  her  mouth  at  one  comer.  Luckily  that  mouth  was  so 
large,  that  she  accomplished  the  point  without  difficulty,  and  in 
doing  it  took  care  to  display  two  rows  of  teeth  admirable  for 
their  regularity  and  whiteness.  She  saw  that  I  remarked 
^^e^,  Bud,  willing  to  complete  her  supposed  conquest,  she 
made  the  heat  a  pretext  for  removing  the  gauze  from  her  neck, 
a&d  discovering  a  bosom  of  which  a  Grace  need  not  have  been 
ashamed.  I  no  sooner  beheld  it  than  I  was  convinced  that  both 
this  and  the  teeth  belonged  to  the  lips  already  in  my  possession. 
Instantly  I  started  from  my  seat,  with  one  hand  cut  a  flesh- 
^^^loured  string  which  fastened  the  bosom  to  the  back  of  her 
ffighness's  scraggy  neck,  and  with  the  other  clapped  it  into  my 
lag,  without  saying  a  syllable. 

Chinduaosa's    surprise    and    rage    at    £rst    choked    her 
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utterance.    No  sooner  did  she  recoyer  herself  tlian  she  seized  a 
plate,  intending  to  tlirow  it  at  my  head*  and  prepared  to  utter 
a  volley  of  execrations,  the  first  word  of  which  I  verily  helieve 
to  have  heen  nothing  less  than — '*  Damnation ! "    Before  she 
could  execute  either  the  one  or  the  other  design,  I  struck  the 
golden  string  of  my  guitar.     Instantly  her  hand  remained  with 
the  plate  suspended  in  the  air,  her  lips  continued  to  move  with 
incredible  velocity,  and  she  continued  to  repeat — ''Damn, 
damn,  damn,  damn," — without  being  able  to  bring  out  another 
syllable.     Nor  was  the  effect  produced  upou  the  spectators  less 
strong.     The  high  steward,  who  was  drinking,  was  unable  to 
take  the  cup  from  his  lips,  and  swallowed  such  a  quantity  of 
liquor,  that  I  expected  to  see  him  burst  every  moment.     His 
wife,  who  was  fanning  herself  violently,  soon  knocked  off  the 
mounting,  and  continued  to  shake  the  bare  sticks.     The  chief 
cadi  was  repeating  an  interesting  anecdote ;  but,  instead  of 
making  any  progress  in  it,  he  repeated  the  same  sentence  over 
and  over  and  over  again,  while  his  hearers  listened  as  atten-* 
tively  as  if  they  had  never  heard  it  before.     Two  old  generals, 
who  were   shaking  hands,   continued  to  wring  each  others' 
fingers  till  I  thought  that  they  would  all  have  dropped  off ;  and 
the  Master  of  the  Horse,  being  employed  in  treadmg  affection* 
ately  on  the  toes  of  the  maid  of  honour  who  sat  next  to  him, 
remained  so  long  in  this  attitude,  that  the  poor  creature  (who 
happened  to  have  corns)  roared  aloud  with  all  her  might  and 
main.     Above  all,  I  was  amused  by  an  old  lady  of  the  bed^ 
chamber,  who  having  just  filled  her  mouth  with  a  piece  of 
burning  hot  pudding,  was  unable  to  get  rid  of  it,  and  perse^ 
vered  in  tossing  it  from  one  side  to  the  other  with  such  horrible 
wry  faces  as  would  have  provoked  laughter  in  Mahomet  himself. 
I  now  prepared  for  my  departure ;  but  first  I  made  bold  to  str^p 
Chinchinosa's  mouth  of  its  borrowed  ornaments.     These  also  I 
put  carefully  into  my  bag  ;  then  seating  myself  on  the  tripod. 
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I  pronoimced — "  Chick-ali-aUah-mamoud-bizzil-klian  !  " — oa 
which  it  gave  a  great  jtunp,  darted  with  me  out  of  the  window, 
and  I  soon  lost  sight  of  the  castle  and  its  environs, 

I  was  well  satisfied  with  the  issue  of  this  adyenture,  and  s^ 
hetter  with  m  j  wooden  horse,  who  for  a  flying  leap  was  without 
his  equal.  We  soon  reaohed  the  gates  of  a  noble  citj.  Not 
ehoosing  to  make  too  conspicuous  a  figure,  I  quitted  m j  seat 
after  using  the  necessary  precautions,  and  entered  the  city  on 
foot ;  hut  my  companion  attracted  such  universal  notice,  and 
the  crowd  which  followed  us  created  such  a  disturbance,  that  as 
we  passed  the  prime  minister's  palace  he  was  induced  to  appear 
in  his  balcony.  Struck  with  surprise  at  the  sight  of  this  ani* 
mated  machine,  he  gave  orders  that  both  of  us  should  be  con* 
ducted  into  his  presence.  This  command  I  readily  obeyed,  and 
the  stool  trotted  up  stairs  after  me  of  its  own  accord. 

My  reception  was  very  gracious.  I  took  care  to  keep, my 
birth  and  station  in  life  a  secret,  which  (as  I  knew  nothing 
about  them  myself)  was  a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty :  how* 
ever,  I  failed  not  occasionally  to  throw  out  certain  little  hints, 
which,  by  saying  nothing  and  implying  a  great  deal,  made  the 
niimster  understand  that  I  was  a  person  of  no  slight  importance. 
On  his  part,  he  informed  me  that  I  was  .then  in  the  capital  of 
the  Danish  dominions  ;  and  he  begged  me  very  politely  to 
make  use  of  his  house  during  my  stay  at  Copenhagen,  a  request 
with  which. I  was  condescending  enough  to  comply. 

At  night  I  was  conducted  to  a  superb  apartment.  I  could 
not  help  expressing  to  the  domestics  who  were  appointed  to 
attend  me  my  surprise  that,  among  all  his  civilities,  their  lord 
had  not  offered  to  present  me  at  court.  A  flood  of  tears  was 
the  first  answer  to  this  observation  ;  after  which  they  informed 
i^e  that  the  whole  royal  family  had  suddenly  disappeared  in  a 
>nost  unaccoimtable  manner,  and  that  the  supreme  power  was 
for  the  present  exercised  by  the  chief  minister  alone.     They 
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also  entreated  me  not  to  mention  tliis  sabject  before  ibeir  lord, 
vbose  grief  had  been  excessiye  on  tbis  occasion  ;  and  they  evenk 
bmted  that  a  tender  attachment  to  her  Majesty  was  suspected 
io  have  no  small  share  in  producing  so  Tioient  ah  affliction. 

The  domestics  now  left  me :  I  retired  to  my  couch,  where  I 
soon  fell  into  a  profound  sleep  ;  but  the  tripod  did  not  suffer 
me  to  enjoy  it  long.  As  its  movem^its  seemed  to  insist  upaa. 
my  rising,  I  took  my  guitar,  and  followed  the  most  intellig^it 
of  all  moTeables  through  a  long  gaUery,  which  led  to-  thd 
minister's  own  bed-chamb^.  Unwilling  to  disturb  him  at  an 
hour  so  unseasonable,  I  would  not  enter ;  but  I  made  no  scruple 
of  looking  through  the  key-hole,  which  (1  thought)  could  do  na 
harm  to  anybody.  Mj  surprise  at  what  I  beheld  was  excessive  I 
The  minister,  a  grave,  stately  man,  with  a  white  beard,  was  on 
his  knees,  while  he  addressed  the  most  passionate  and  pathetic 
speeches  to  a  pair  of  the  handiest  legs  that  ever  were  covered 
by  a  petticoat !  It  is  true,  to  set  them  off  a  little,  they  were 
elothed  in  flame-coloured  stockings,  with  silver  clocks  ;  and  I 
remarked  that,  in  spite  of  their  crookedness,  they  walked  iq^ 
and  down  the  room  with  an  air  of  extraordinary  dignity ! 

''  Oh  ho !  "  said  I  to  myself ;  "  these  legs  must  certaindj 
belong  to  the  lips  and  bosom  in  my  green  velvet  bag :  thej 
must  needs  become  their  companions/* 

But  how  was  this  to  be  managed  ?  the  door  was  locked,  and 
the  key  on  the  inside.  However,  accidentally  applying  my 
shoulder  to  one  part,  and  my  knee  to  anoth^,  at  the  same 
time  through  mere  inattention  giving  a  tolerably  hard  push 
against  it,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  the  door  happened  to 
fly  open!  at  that  moment  the  right  leg  was  replying  to  a 
tender  speech  of  the  minister's  by  a  tolerably  hard  kick  upon 
the  left  cheek.  I  walked  straight  up  to  them,  took  one  in 
each  hand,  and  in  spite  of  aU  their  struggling,  deposited  thcffla 
very  quietly  in  my  green  velvet  bag. 
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Mosi  extraragant  wm  ike  Jtkgp  of  tke  prune  miniBter !  he 
ieslled  loudly  for  his  serrants  to  throw  me  oat  of  the  window  ; 
a  cerraoonj,  which  in  my  ofanion  was  quite  unneceBsaiy. 
Pesiroas,  therefore,  to  sare  the  poor  fellows  the  tronhle  of 
coffling  up  stairs,  I  now  tried  fw  the  first  time  the  sihrer  chord 
of  mj  guitar.  No  sooner  had  I  strock  it,  than  the  minister 
seemed  to  have  heen  stung  hy  a  Tarantula.  In  Tain  did  he 
striye  to  repress  his  desire  to  dance,  a  desire  so  unhecoming 
bis  age  and  station !  First  he  extended  one  arm,  then  the 
oiher ;  now  he  lifted  the  Idt  leg,  and  now  the  right ;  till  at 
lengik  he  set  off  at  full  speed,  and  danced  the  Hays  round 
two  elbow  chairs  with  wonderful  acti?ity.  I  could  not  restrain 
mj  mirth,  when  I  saw  the  old  gentleman  (his  cheeks  glowing 
with  rage  and  his  eyes  flashing  fire)  frisk  away,  snap  his 
fingers,  nod  his  head,  figure  in  and  out  hetween  the  chairs, 
and  CTay  now  and  then  set  to  a  comer  cuphoard.  But  my 
attention  was  soon  called  to  quiet  a  disturbance,  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  green  velyet  hag.  It  seems  the  rage  for 
dancing  had  commimicated  itself  to  the  flame-coloured  legs ; 
they  were  footing  it  away  at  an  astonishing  rate  ;  while  the 
lips  eomphdned  aloud,  that  they  were  kicked  black  and  blue, 
and  the  bosom  sent  forth  such  sighs,  as  if  its  rery  heart  was 
breaking.  This  being  the  case,  I  thought  fit  to  put  an  end  to 
the  baU.  I  f<nrbore  to  strike  my  guitar,  seated  myself  on  the 
joint^stool,  and  it  ^rang  with  me  through  the  window,  just  as 
the  minister  came  tumbling  upon  the  floor,  quite  out  of  breath, 
ttnd  totally  exhausted. 

I  win  pass  oyer  the  three  next  years  of  my  life,  whose  eyents 
irere  wholly  unimportant,  and  hasten  to  the  period  when  I 
cneoimtered  my  brother  for  the  first  time.  One  day,  the 
iiiendly  Enchanter  suddenly  appeared  before  me,  as  I  was 
leposing  myself  upon  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea. 
'    '*  Youth,**  said  he,  ''I  am  well  satisfied  with  your  obedience: 
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you  have  secured  those  limbi,  about  which  I  was  most  anxious, 
and  now  I  have  only  to  find  the  nose  and  the  left  hip.  But  the 
time  is  arrived,  when  your  brother  requires  your  assistance : 
hasten  then  to  Feridoun*s  island,  and  release  him  from  his 
disgraceful'  captivity  ;  but  in  order  to  accomplish  that  desirable 
event,  you  must  first  assume  this  necessary  disguise." 

With  these  words  he  presented  me  with  a  female  dress  and 
assisted  me  in  the  arrangement  of  it.  He  proved  to  be  a  very 
dexterous  attendant,  and  contrived  to  set  off  my  person  to  such 
advantage,  that  when  I  peeped  into  my  only  looking-glass  (the 
Bed  Sea,  whose  billows  washed  my  feet,)  a  very  smart  young 
woman  presented  herself  in  the  watery  mirror.  One  circum- 
stance, indeed,  by  no  means  contributed  to  give  me  a  feminine 
appearance.  I  had  not  shaved  for  two  days,  and  my  beard 
being  naturally  rather  black  and  bushy,  it  formed  a  very 
striking  contrast  with  the  snow-white  muslin,  in  which  my 
head  was  enveloped.  No  sooner  did  I  mention  this,  than 
€aramoussal  (who  really  is  a  sharp  active  fellow,  and  can  turn 
his  hand  to  any  thing)  drew  out  a  shaving  case,  caught  me  by 
the  nose,  and  whipped  off  my  beard  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye. 
This  done,  he  took  the  green  velvet  bag  in  his  hand,  bade  me 
adieu,  and  vanished. 

I  was  now  left  to  my  own  thoughts  ;  I  did  not  indulge  them 
long,  for  I  was  of  opinion,  that  in  order  to  support  a  female 
character  naturally,  the  less  that  I  thought  the  better.  Not 
doubting  that  my  joint-stool  was  acquainted  with  the  nearest 
road  to  Feridoun*s  habitation,  I  seated  myself  upon  it  as  usual, 
Qnd  began  to  pronounce  the  charm,  when  to  my  utter  astonish- 
ment the  stool  slipped  from  under  me,  and  I  fell  upon  my  nose 
with  a  terrible  flump.  I  was  not  a  little  displeased  at  this 
practical  jest ;  but  resolving  not  to  give  up  the  point,  I 
endeavoured  to  reseat  myself :  the  tripod  proved  too  cunning 
or  me :    aware  of  my  design,  it  would  not  suffer  me  to 
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spproacli  witluii  arm's,  lengtli  of  it,  nor  was  it  till  after  an 
Iioor's  chace,  that  I  succeeded  in  catching  it.  Scarcely  did  I 
grasp  its  fore-leg,  when  suddenly  I  felt  myself  seized  and 
lifted  into  the  air.  Greatly  was  I  alarmed  at  discovering,  that 
a  monstrous  bird  called  a  Roc,  had  pounced  me,  and  was 
bearing  me  through  the  atmosphere  in  his  talons.  Tou  may 
be  sure  that  I  did  not  spare  my  lungs  on  this  occasion,  and  a 
pair  of  tolerable  ears  might  hare  heard  my  cries  from  the  Red 
Sea  to  Jerusalem. 

A  few  moments  only  had  elapsed,  when  I  saw  something 
glitter  beneath  me.  The  bird  descended  straight  towards  it, 
and  I  soon  found  myself  on  an  island  apparently  composed  of 
crystal ;  upon  which  the  beams  of  the  sun  were  playing  and 
tinging  it  with  a  variety  of  colours,  the  most  beautiful  and 
brilliant.  Instantly  the  bird  was  metamorphosed  into  a  female, 
the  deformity  of  whose  person  and  countenance  was  by  no 
means  compensated  by  the  magnificence  of  her  dress. 

"Be  not  alarmed,  lovely  lady,"  said  she  in  a  gentle  voice : 
"If  you  prove  the  woman  for  whom  I  take  you,  you  have  it  in 
your  power  to  render  a  signal  service  to  the  Genius  Feridoun, 
and  in  return  may  reckon  upon  his  most  fervent  gratitude,  but  * 
should  I  find  myself  mistaken  in  the  person,  I  will  immediately 
either  convey  you  back  to  the  spot  where  I  found  you,  or 
transport  you  to  any  part  of  the  globe  which  you  may  think 
proper  to  point  out.     Now  follow  me  to  my  sovereign." 

She  then  conducted  me  down  a  magnificent  staircase  of 
ciystal,  till  we  reached  a  spacious  saloon.  Here,  on  a  throne 
of  coral;  sat  the  Giant,  whom  I  had  already  seen  upon  Mount 
Alias.  He  seemed  greatly  puzzled  about  something,  and  was 
entertaining  himself  with  an  immense  magic  lantern.  My 
conductress  interrupted  him. 

*'  Illustrious  lord !  "  said  she,  ^<  look  upon  this  damsel ;  in 
^J  opinion  her  beauty  far  excels  that  of  the  Princess  Nour." 
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The  Geniiui  forbore  to  answer,  tUl  he  had  pat  on  his  spec* 
tacles.  They  were  fonned  of  two  enonneciB  telescopes,  and 
with  these  he  examined  me  for  some  minutes  with  great  atten- 
tion. •  In  the  meanwhile  I  affected  to  hlnsh,  and  fix  mj  ejes 
through  modesty  on  the  groond. 

*'  In  point  of  heantj,"  he  replied,  '*yoa  are  certainly  right ; 
but  charms  alone  will  not  answer  my  purpose :  I  must  first 
know  whether  she  is  iji  royal  blood — come  hither,  pretty  one : 
pray,  where  were  you  bom  ?  " 

After  a  pause,  during  whidi  I  seemed  to  struggle  with 
excess  of  timidity,  I  made  a  low  rererence,  and  replied  in  a 
feigned  roice — ^'^  wherever  your  Excdlency  jdeases." 

*'  You  are  extremely  obliging,"  answered  he ;  **  but  as  that 
does  not  quite  resolve  my  question,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 
who  were  your  parents  ?  " 

''To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,"  said  I,  after  a  few 
moments  past  in  reflection ;  **  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
they  were  my  father  and  mother." 

"  So  I  should  suppose ! "  cried  the  giant  impatiently.  **  Why 
the  girl  is  an  idiot !  what  I  want  to  know  is,  what  w^re  thar 
names  and  stations  in  life  ?  " 

''  My  lord,"  answered  I,  **  they  never  thought  proper  to  teil 
me  of  their  own  accord,  and  Mahomet  forbid  that  I  should 
have  been  so  indiscreet,  as  to  ask  them  any  such  impertinent 
questions." 

''Why,  I  protest,"  exclaimed  Feridoun,  "you  are  a  very 
paragon  of  prudence !  But  as  I  am  not  likely  to  gain  much 
information  from  you,  we  may  as  well  break  off  our  discoursot 
Gadiga,  conduct  her  to  the  Princess  Nour,  while  I  endeavour  to 
discover  by  my  books,  that  of  which  she  seems  herself  to  be  so 
ignorant.  Go,  my  pretty  simplicity ;  Gadiga  will  fomish  you 
with  playthings,  and  you  may  have  as  many  almonds  and  raisins 
as  you  can  manage  to  eat." 


"^ 
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I  iluuiked  kim  with  an  awkward  childiBh  air,  and  then  fol- 
loved  Cadiga,  mincing  my  steps  as  much  as  possible,  and 
iDOStlj  walking  upon  tip-toe.  I  was  now  ushered  into  an  apart- 
mat,  formed  abo  of  crystal*  Bat  curtains  of  gold  stuff  were 
fiospended  round  the  walls,  and  effectually  prevented  the  persona 
witliin  from  being  seen  by  those  without.  At  the  further  end 
of  the  room  was  a  sofa,  on  which  sat  a  youQg  lady  of  exquisite 
beauty.  She  was  sjdendidly  dressed,  and  was  singing  a  plaia* 
tiTe  air  to  her  lute.  Cadiga  now  bade  me  adieu,  and  retired^ 
lo<^g  ihe  door  after  her. 

The  joint-stool  all  this  while  had  remained  in  my  hand 
irithoQt  motion.  Its  weight,  added  to  that  of  the  guitar,  was 
by  no  means  inconsiderable  ;  I  was  not  sorry  therefore  to  set  it 
oa  the  ground.  No  sooner  was  it  at  liberty,  than  it  ran  towards 
ihelady,  tumbled  itself  at  her  feet,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  guess 
from  its  movements,  seemed  to  express  great  joy  at  the  sight  of 
ber*  Without  paying  it  any  attention,  the  stranger  rose,  and 
CMne  towards  me  with  open  arms* 

"'Welcome,*'  she  began,  "welcome,  lovely  Princess,  to  this 
odious  prison !  I  am  well  aware  that  in  you  I  behold  one  of 
ihese  unhappy  beauties,  who  are  destined  to  share  with  me  the 
^ask  of  spinning  the  cord,  on  which  depends  the  preservation  of 
<'Qr  tyrant's  power ;  but  I  am  still  ignorant,  whether  you  are 
tbe  adorable  Saipinella  of  Jutland,  or  the  divine  MousseUina  of 
Astracaa.  Answer  me,  amiable  stranger ;  whom  do  I  embrace 
at  this  momoit  ?  " 

'Hina  saymg,  she  extended  her  arms  towards  me,  and  I  was 
not  behind  hand  in  opening  mine:  unluckily,  the  joint-stool, 
who  had  no  arms  to  spread,  was  provoked  at  seeing  ours  in  that 
attitude ;  and  just  as  we  were  on  the  point  of  embracing,  it 
^  nnpolitdiy  pushed  itself  between  us  so  suddenly,  that  I  was 
▼wy  near  tumbEng  over  it  head  foremost.  I  nwide  two  or 
^^nore  attempts  with  no  better  succeis ;  till  finding,  that 
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whenever  I  approached  the  ladj,  the  inconvenient  tripod  never 
failed  to  tread  upon  mj  toes,  hreak  my  Bhins,  or  kick  my  ankles, 
I  gave  up  the  point,  and  resolved  to  make  a  virtue  of  necessity. 
Accordingly,  I  declared  my  sex,  and  requested  to  know  whether 
she  could  give  me  any  intelligence  of  my  hrother.  On  finding 
that  she  had  offered  to  emhrace  a  man,  the  fair  stranger  endea- 
voured to  hlush :  she  did  not  succeed,  hut  I  gave  her  great 
credit  for  the  attempt.  She  then  launched  out  in  praise  of  the 
propriety  of  my  conduct ;  protested  that  she  should  have  heen 
shocked  to  death,  had  she  kissed  a  male  creature  ;  and  thanked 
me  in  very  strong  terms  for  having  made  my  confession^  though 
I  saw,  that  in  her  heart  she  would  have  heen  quite  as  well 
pleased  if  I  had  kept  it  to  myself.  She  then  desired  me  to  be 
seated ;  I  oheyed,  and  placed  myself  hy  her  on  the  sofa ; 
hut  the  jealous  joint-stool  took  care  to  squeeze  himself  in 
hetween  us. 

"  If  by  your  brother/*  began  the  Princess,  **  you  mean  the 
warrior  who  calls  himself  Facardin,  I  can  only  inform  you,  that 
he  is  now  upon  this  island,  and  is  a  great  favourite  of  Feri- 
doun*s,  and  a  still  greater  of  his  wife's.  Not  that  I  have  seen 
him  myself,  being  never  suffered  to  quit  this  apartment ;  nor  is 
he  likely  to  visit  me,  as  Cadiga  informs  me,  that  he  professes 
an  invincible  antipathy  to  women.  I  know  no  more  about  your 
brother,  whose  rescue,  I  hope,  you  will  speedily  accomplish* 
My  own  deliverance,  I  fear,  is  far  off :  I  am  guarded  by  a 
thousand  indissoluble  spells,  and,  alas !  the  chains  which  I  wear^ 
were  forged  by  my  own  imprudence." 


HISTORY  OF  NOUE,  PRINCESS  OP  SERENDIP. 

Mt  father,  who  was  sovereign  of  Serendip,  died  when  I  wa$ 
scarcely  fourteen,  and  left  me  his  sole  heiress.  I  was  sought 
in  marriage  by  a  multitude  of  admirers,  but  none  made  himself 
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50  a^eable  to  me  as  Zemin,  Prince  of  Fez.  Not  that  there 
iras  anything  particularly  captivating  either  in  his  figure  or  his 
face ;  neither  was  his  wit  very  hrilliant,  or  his  understanding 
uncommonly  profound;  hut  then  he  was  extremely  good- 
humoured,  and  composed  the  very  hest  riddles  that  I  ever  read 
ID  my  life.  Besides,  he  was  so  merry  and  comical,  that  he 
kept  me  in  a  fit  of  laughter  from  morning  till  night ;  and  when 
I  add,  that  he  danced  perfectly  well,  and  had  very  white  teeth, 
you  will  easily  conceive  that  I  loved  him  to  distraction. 

On  the  day  preceding  that  fixed  for  our  marriage,  as  we  sat 

m  a  bower  of  my  gardens,  Zemin  happened  to  praise  the  work- 

mansbip  of  a  certain  chest,  which  stood  in  his  chamber.  His 

account  of  it  excited  my  curiosity,  apd  it  was  sent  for.     It 

proved  to  be  made  of  sandal-wood,  but  its  greatest  ornament 

consisted  in  a  number  of  golden  figures  inlaid  upon  the  lid,  on 

which  ihey  moved  about  as  if  they  were  alive,  performed 

dances,  fought  battles,  and  were  perfectly  obedient  to  the  com* 

luands  of  Zemin.  At  length  I  inquired  what  the  box  contained. 

With  surprise  I  learned  that  my  lover  was  ignorant  himself* 

A  dervise,  who  was  then  dead,  had  made  him  a  present  of  it ; 

at  the  same  time  assuring  him  that  if  he  dared  to  open  it 

without  the  Genius  Feridoun's  permission,  he  would  expose 

Wmself  to  the  most  dreadful  misfortunes, 

^0  sooner  did  I  hear  this  than  I  resolved  to  try  my  influence 
over  Zemin,  by  compelling  him  to  open  the  chest.  In  vain  did 
he  remonstrate,  and  as  he  still  persisted  in  refusing  compli* 
^ce,  I  threw  myself  into  an  agony  of  passion,  and  at  length 
pretended  to  faint,  Zemin  could  not  stand  this  trial  of  his 
affection.  He  seized  the  chest,  touched  a  secret  spring  known 
<^wj  to  himself,  and  the  lid  instantly  flying  off,  he  drew  forth 
the  contents,  and  laid  them  at  my  feet.  Of  course  I  imme- 
diately recovered  from  my  swoon,  in  order  to  examine  his 
present,     It  consisted  of  a  steel  bow,  and  an  arrow  with  a 
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golden  head.  But  no  Booner  were  ihey  oat  of  Zemin's  hand, 
than  an  enormons  hird  (shaped  and  coloured  like  a  cock,  hut 
neither  whose  size  nor  flight  resembled  that  animal's)  darted 
from  aboTe,  seized  the  bow  and  arrow,  and  was  out  of  mght 
with  them  in  an  instant. 

This  incident  was  strange,  but  the  next  was  terrible.  Sud- 
denly the  ground  opened  at  a  few  paces  dbtant  from  us,  and  a 
black  shaggy  gigantic  arm  coming  out  of  it,  grasped  my  two 
hands,  and  dragged  me  into  the  cavity.  Zemin,  who  was 
staring  after  the  feathered  robber  with  his  mouth  wide  open, 
was  alarmed  by  my  cries.  He  flew  to  assist  me,  and  was  just 
in  time  to  catch  me  by  the  feet.  By  these  he  attempted  to 
draw  me  back  again  ;  and  the  shaggy  arm  persisting  in  pulling 
me  down,  while  my  lover  persisted  in  pulling  me  up,  I  was 
see-sawed  in  this  manner  for  a  full  half  hour,  than  whi^ 
nothing  could  be  more  disagreeable.  At  length  a  violent 
ex^tion  of  the  shaggy  arm  compelled  Zemin  to  let  go  his  hold. 
Down  I  went  headforemost ;  the  earth  closed  over  me,  and  for 
this  time  I  fainted  in  good  earnest. 

On  recovering,  I  found  myself  in  this  apartment,  and 
attended  by  Cadiga,  who  informed  me  that  I  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Genius  Feridoun.  I  inquired  for  what  crime  I  was  thus 
imprisoned.  She  replied,  that  her  master  was  highly  offended 
with  me  for  having  been  the  means  of  throwing  the  enchanted 
bow  and  arrow  into  the  power  of  his  enemy  Caramoussal :  but 
this  was  not  his  only  motive  in  carrying  me  off.  It  seems  that 
there  exist  three-spinning  wheels,  which  being  put  into  the 
bands  of  the  three  most  beautiful  Princesses  in  the  universe, 
will  fabricate  a  cord,  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  smnmit  of 
Mount  Atlas  to  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and  strong  enough  to 
fetter  the  three  sons  of  the  Enchantress,  Mergian-Banou, 
whose  magic  powers  are  alone  equal  to  contend  against  Feri- 
doun's«     By  various  stratagems  he  has  obtained  possession  of 
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two  of  tiieee  Bpmnix^wlieelB  ;  and  as  he  daily  hopes  to  make 
Jiimaelf  master  of  the  third,  he  natarallj  is  anxious  to  diseoTer 
the  three  Princeasea  destined  to  make  use  of  these  eabahsticai 
madunes.     For  this  purpose,  he    procured    the    hiqrtismal 
raters  <^  all  tihe  Princesses  at  present  in  ezistenoe.     He 
tiien,  by  means  of  an  enchanted  lantern,  caused  them  all  to 
pass  in  review  before  him,  and  adjudged  the  pahn  of  beauty  to 
IfeoBsdfina    of    Astracan,    SapindUa  of  Jutland,   and  your 
humble  senrant.     To  assure  himself  that  his  s^ection  was  cor- 
rect, be  next  somxnooed  the  three  most  beautiful  Princesses  in 
the  ^orld  to  appear.    First  came  Idioussellina  ;  good  ! — Then 
appeared  Sapinella ;  better ! — ^But  now,  when  it  was  my  turn 
to  advance,  lo!  and  behold!  in  walked  a  lady  veiled  from 
bead  to  foot,  and  whose  stature  sufficiently  declared  that  die 
was  not  the  Princess  of  Serendip.     This  has  puszled  the 
GeoiyB  not  a  little.     Though  frequently  repeated,  the  trial  has 
nerer  met  with  better  success.   Eyery  time  that  he  summonses 
Ihe  Princesses  by  their  names,  he  is  more  and  more  convinced 
that  I  am  cme  of  the  charming  trio :  but  no  soonar  does  he  call 
for  the  three  most  beautiful  Princesses,  than  in  steps  this 
^^d  lady,  and  puts  all  his  ideas  in  confusion.     Cadiga,  under 
the  form  oC  a  Hoc,  is  frequently  dei^atched  abroad,  in  hopes  of 
iiiiAking  soBie  discovery ;  nor  do  I  doubt,  noble  stranger,"  con- 
tmued  the  Princess  Nour,  addressing  herself  to  me,  "that, 
deceived  by  your  dress,  she  fancied  that  you  might  possibly  be 
that  mysterious  fair  one,  and  under  that  persuasion  conveyed 
V^  to  Feridoun's  island.     Should  this  be  the  case,  I  can  only 
Jwiviae  you  to—" 

^  I  can't  hear  one  word  they  say !  "  cried  some  one  above 
w  in  an  angry  tone. 

We  both  started  from  the  sofa,  and  looked  upwards  :  to 
BBJ  utter  astonishment  I  beheld  my  former  mistress,  CrystaUiQa, 
perched  upon  the  transparent  roof,,  which  (not  being  so  thick 
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a3  the  walls)  happened  at  this  moment  to  give  way  with  a  loud 
crash,  and  the  paragon  of  curiosity  came  tumhling  into  the 
middle  of  the  room*  We  ran  to  her  assistance,  and  found,  that 
in  spite  of  so  dangerous  an  accident,  she  would  escape  with  a 
hlack.eye  and  two  or  three  contusions.  She  now  thought 
proper  to  apologise  for  so  ahrupt  an  entrance.  She  stated, 
that  learning  from  her  attendants,  that  two  unknown  persona 
were  concealed  in  this  apartment,  she  could  not  hut  feel  anxious 
to  take  a  peep  at  them ;  that  as  the  door  was  locked,  she  made 
hold  to  procure  a  ladder  and  look  in  at  the  roof;  and  she 
finished  hy  entreating  to  know  who  we  were,  as  she  was 
extremely  curious  to  learn  our  histories. 

Nour  (who  had  good  reasons  for  pardoning  the  faults  of 
curiosity)  readily  promised  to  content  Crystallina:  hut  I  had 
other  business  in  hand.  The  stool  having  given  me  several 
hints,  that  it  was  time  to  restune  our  journey,  I  pronoi|nced 
the  usual  charm,  on  which  it  sprang  with  me  through  the 
fractured  ceiling,  and  soon  landed  me  in  the  saloon,  where  I 
had  been  presented  to  the  Genius.  He  was  absent  himself, 
but  in  his  stead  I  beheld  a  person  much  more  welcome  to  me : 
it  was  my  brother,  who  holding  the  ma^c  lantern,  gazed  with 
great  earnestness  on  the  opposite  wall,  where  appeared  the 
figure  of  a  beautiful  female :  her  countenance  was  extremely 
grave,  and  above  her  head  was  inscribed  in  characters  of  fire-* 
<'  Moussellina  the  Serious,  Princess  of  Astracan." 

I  hastened  to  embrace  him,  and  expected  him  to  be  greatly 
surprised  at  hearing  me  salute  him  as  my  brother:  but  it  seems, 
that  Caramoussal  had  already  informed  him  in  a  dream  both  d 
my  relationship  and  my  disguise.  He  received  me,  therefore, 
with  much  cordiality,  but  little  astonishment.  I  explained  to 
him  the  virtues  of  my  tripod,  and  proposed,  that  we  should 
make  use  of  them  to  quit  Feridoun's  dominions.  He  embraced 
my  offer  without  hesitation. 
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"You  cannot  do  me  a  greater  favour,"  said  he,  *'  for  of  all 
tbe  falands  in  the  universe,  this  island  is  the  dullest,  and  its 
mistress  is  the  most  tiresome  person  under  the  sun,  except  its 
master.  Besides,  happening  to  enter  this  apartment,  1  found 
this  magic  lantern,  and  the  lamp  heing  lighted,  to  keep  myself 
from  going  to  sleep,  1  hegan  to  play  with  it.  You  see  the 
figure  which  presented  itself ;  nothing  can  he  more  lovely,  and 
I  was  just  thinking  how  much  I  should  he  delighted  to  throw 
myself  at  the  feet  of  the  original,  if  travelling  all  the  way  to 
Astracan  were  not  so  extremely  trouhlesome.  However,  your 
equipage  ohviates  this  difficulty,  and  (if  your  praise  of  its  ex« 
pedition  he  not  exaggerated)  1  shall  soon  find  myself  in  the 
presence  of  the  incomparahle  Moussellina. " 
.  I  challenged  him  to  an  immediate  trial-  of  the  merits  of  my 
stool :  it  was  large  enough  to  carry  douhle  with  ease  ;  we 
seated  ourselves,  and  it  set  oS  at  full  speed.  We  soon  reached 
the  sea,  into  which  the  intrepid  machine  plunged  without 
hesitation,  and  landed  us  safe  on  the  opposite  shore.  Here 
Caramoassal  was  waiting  for  us  ;  he  gave  me  great  credit  for 
the  manner  in  which  I  had  executed  my  commission ;  at  the 
same  time  informing  me,  that  as  no  one  could  enter  Feridoun*a 
island  without  its  master's  permission,  he  had  heen  ohliged  to 
disguise  me,  in  order  that  the  Genius  might  introduce  me  there 
l^mself.  Then  restoring  my  male  apparel,  and  ordering  us  to 
hasten  to  Astracan,  he  emhraced  us  affectionately,  and  then 
disappeared. 

We  oheyed  him,  and  travelled  forward  with  great  celerity  ; 
thoTigh  my  hrother  frequently  complained  of  not  heing  ahle  to 
lean  back.  However,  in  spite  of  this  inconvenience,  the  drow- 
siness of  his  nature  so  far  got  the  hotter  of  him,  that  when  we 
▼ere  about  two  days'  journey  from  Astracan,  he  fell  asleep  in 
broad  day-light,  and  losing  his  seat,  in  the  middle  of  a  sound 
nap,  came  tumbling  upon  the  ground.     The  machme  stopped 
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of  its  own  accord ;  but  in  my  anxiety  for  his  safety,  I  forgot 
eyerything  else,  and  sprang  off  the  stool  without  taking  the 
necessary  precautions.  No  whistling  was  thought  of !  No 
guitar-bridge  was  remembered !  Fraternal  affection  took 
entire  possession  of  my  mind !  My  brother  was  luckily  un- 
hurt ;  he  yawned,  rubbed  his  eyes,  and  rose ;  but  eyen  his 
apathy  was  not  quite  proof  against  astonishment,  when  he  saw 
the  joint-stool  raise  itself  upon  its  hind  legs,  split  its  third  leg 
into  two  arms,  (between  which  sprouted  out  an  head  and 
shoulders,)  and  at  length  present  to  us  the  form  of  a  youth,  of 
diminutive  but  elegant  form,  and  of  a  countenance,  though  not 
handsome,  remarkably  engaging. 

"  I  am  sorry  for  it,"  exclaimed  Dinarzade,  **with  all  my 
heart  and  soul.  Let  me  die,  if  this  be  not  another  prince, 
with  another  history,  which  will  prove  as  long  and  as  tedious 
as  those  of  the  princes,  his  predecessors.** 

<*  Fair  Dinarzade,"  replied  Facardin  of  Trebizonde,  ''as 
frequently  is  the  case  with  you,  you  are  perfectly  mistaken. 
This  stranger  was  no  other  than  Zemin,  whose  adventures  joa 
have  already  heard  related  by  the  Princess  Nour.  The  Genios 
having,  in  his  wrath,  changed  him  into  a  three-legged  stool, 
Caramoussal  took  pity  on  him  ;  and  as  one  spell  can  onlj  l)0 
reversed  by  another,  he  promised  that  Zemin  should  regain  his 
original  shape,  whenever  the  person  who  sat  upon  him  should 
rise  without  first  complying  with  certain  conditions.  On  giving 
him  to  me,  and  endowing  him  with  peculiar  powers  of  velocity 
and  discretion,  the  Enchanter  was  compelled  to  make  those 
conditions  known  to  me.  I  had  neglected  to  fulfil  them,  and 
in  consequence  Zemin  had  regained  his  proper  form. 

"  He  thanked  us  in  very  strong  terms  for  the  service  which 
we  had  rendered  him,  though  we  could  not  help  wishing  that  it 
had  been  delayed  eight  and  forty  hours  longer.  His  magic 
speed  would  have  conveyed  us  in  two  days  to  Astracan,  which, 
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m  the  eommon  mode  of  traydUing,  we  had  no  hopes  of  reaching 
mider  a  month.  Howeyer,  we  concealed  onr  chagrin  from 
Zemin,  and  acc^ted  the  offer  of  his  company  to  Astracan.  On 
oar  arriyal  we  foand  that  the  Princess  was  absent  on  her  nsnal 
tour,  bnt  were  advised  to  meet  her  on  the  banks  of  this  river, 
where  she  would  not  fail  to  appear  at  a  stated  period,  and 
where  the  grand  laughing  trial  was  to  take  place.  Hither  then 
we  hastened,  each  having  adopted  that  dress  which  seemed 
most  likely  to  excite  ludicrous  ideas.  Zemin,  in  remembrance 
of  that  bird  which  robbed  him  of  the  fatal  bow  and  arrow,  has 
chosen  the  resemblance  of  a  cook.  For  my  part,  a  whimsical 
fellow  whom  I  encomitered  the  other  day,  and  who  made  him- 
self extremely  ridiculous  by  his  admiration  of  a  lady's  slipper, 
which  he  wore  in  his  helmet,  suggested  to  me  the  dress  which 
you  saw  me  wear  this  morning. 

*'  I  now  come  to  the  most  unfortunate  adventure  of  my  life, 
or  shall  I  rather  say  the  most  fortunate  !  But  a  few  days  are 
past  since  I  recognised  at  a  distance  the  royal  music  of 
Ajtracan.  Not  doubting  but  that  the  Princess  was  at  hand, 
we  hastened  towards  it.  Suddenly  we  heard  loud  shrieks  pro- 
ceeding from  the  banks  of  a  river,  and  on  looking  round  we 
descried  two  strangers  mounted  on  camels ;  one  of  whom 
being  unable  to  restrain  the  animal  on  which  he  rode,  was 
canned  by  him  into  the  water.  We  quickened  our  pace  in 
hopes  of  assisting  him  ;  but  being  at  some  distance,  when  we 
reached  the  spot  neither  men  nor  camels  were  discernible. 
Nothing  was  to  be  seen  except  some  loose  papers  floating  upon 
the  water. 

"  Suddenly  I  percdved  something  glittering  at  my  feet.  It 
proved  to  be  a  gcUd  box  studded  with  sapphires,  and  which 
probably  had  been  dr(^ped  by  one  of  the  two  strangers.  I 
op^ed  H.  That  moment  decided  my  fate !  I  beheld  tiie 
portndt  of  a  female  so  exquisitely  beautiful,  that  from  the  first 
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moment  I  felt  my  happiness  to  depend  on  my  possessing  the 
original,  and  eyery  succeeding  minute  has  confirmed  that  con- 
viction. Judge,  then,  what  must  he  my  grief, '  when  my 
hrother  assured  me  that,  hy  means  of  Feridoun*8  magic  lantern, 
having  seen  all  the  princesses  in  existence,  he  heheld  no  face 
in  the  least  resemhling  this  portrait ;  yet  that  it  must  repre- 
sent a  princess  is  sufficiently  proved  hy  the  diadem  upon  her 
hrow.  Alas !  she  was  douhtless  some  ante-diluvian  toast ! 
Some  fair  one,  who  was  in  vogue  ahout  the  time  of  the  huild- 
ing  of  Bahel !  otherwise  her  heauty  must  already  have  rendered 
her  celehrated,  and  the  sighs  of  innumerahle  adorers  have 
thundered  her  name  through  the  universe.  Judge,  nohle 
stranger,  whether  I  have  praised  her  too  highly." 

''Here,"  continued  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  ''he  put  the 
gold  box  into  my  hand.  What  was  my  surprise,  my  joy,  my 
ecstasy,  when  I  recognised  a  portrait  which  I  had  lost,  and 
which  was  the  exact  resemblance  of " 

"  Of  whom  ?  "  interrupted  Dinarzade  eagerly. 

"  Of  a  person,"  continued  Facardin,  "  whose  name  must 
never  pass  my  lips.  No,  Oaramoussal ;  I  will  preserve  my  oath 
to  you  inviolate,  however  hard  may  be  the  task,  however  strong 
may  be  the  temptation." 

Here  the  Prince  paused  for  a  few  minutes ;  he  sighed  deeply; 
his  eyes  were  suffused  with  tears.  However,  he  soon  recovered 
himself,  and  resumed  his  narration  in  these  words : 

"  The  joy  with  which  I  surveyed  the  portrait,  did  not  escape 
its  admirer.  He  eagerly  inquired,  whether  I  recognised  the 
features  ?  I  replied  in  the  affirmative  ;  adding,  that  it  repre- 
sented a  Princess,  who  had  been  buried  at  least  ten  years. 
The  gaiety  with  which  t  gave  this  intelligence,  greatly  offended 
the  enamoured  knight.     I  endeavoured  to  appease  him. 

"  Who  the  lady  was,"  said  I,  "  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  reveal; 
but  though  she  is  dead  and  buried,  I  can  assure  you,  that  your 
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jMuaioJi  is  likely  to  meet  witli  a  return.  One  part  of  Cara- 
iDODflsal's  prediction  is  accomplished  ;  this  portrait,  at  the  sight 
of  which  jonr  heart  for  the  first  time  throhbed  with  real  loTe, 
will  doubtless  prove  cold  and  insensible ;  and  though  it  is  in 
your  possession,  I  presume  you  have  no  thoughts  of  making 
that  piece  of  ivory  your  wife.  One  part  of  the  oracle  is  still 
unfulfiUed — 'The  first  object  which  he  loves/  said  the 
Enchanter,  *he  shall  love  for  ever.* — Prove  this  to  be  true, 
and  all  may  yet  be  well.  But  above  all,  take  no  offence  at 
anything,  that  I  may  do  or  say.  Be  assured,  that  my  favour 
is  at  present  of  no  slight  consequence  to  you,  and  that  my 
good  word  will  have  great  influence  upon  the  success  of  your 
amours." 

Facardin  of  the  Grotto  entreated  me  to  be  more  explicit ; 
but  fin<^g  me  resolute  in  silence,  he  woke  his  brother,  (who 
dunng  this  conversation  had  fallen  asleep,)  took  a  cordial  leave 
of  me,  and  then  my  two  namesakes  retired  to  their  own 
apartments. 

Next  morning  I  was  roused  by  a  message  from  Moussellina, 
who  was  impatient  to  see  me,  and  my  spinning-wheel.  I  dressed 
myself  in  haste,  and  (wheel  in  hand)  soon  entered  the  royal 
tent.  The  whole  court  was  assembled  there,  and  even  Orys- 
talbna ;  for  in  spite  of  the  afironts  which  she  had  received  on 
the  preceding  evening,  curiosity  to  hear  the  story  of  Fortimbrass 
would  not  permit  her  to  be  absent.  On  my  entrance  a  chair  of 
state  was  presented  to  me. 

"  Spin !  "  said  the  Princess,  as  soon  as  I  was  seated : — 
"Spin!" 

I  obeyed ;  she  followed  my  example.  No  sooner  did  we 
torn  the  handles  of  our  wheels,  than  the  third  appeared  at  the 
top  of  the  tent,  accompanied  by  the  two  beautiful  arms  which 
had  made  use  of  it  on  the  former  evening.  The  Princess  rose, 
and  made  a  low  reverence^  as  if  to  thank  them  for  taking  so 
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much  trouble  upon  her  account.  On  the  contrary,  Fortim- 
brass,  who  sat  near  his  niece,  immediatelj  burst  into  a  flood  of 
tears. 

'<  You  do  well,  my  dear  niece,"  said  he,  "in  showing  atten- 
tion to  so  near  a  relation.  Alas !  those  lovely  hands  are  the 
cause  of  all  my  woes,  and  yet  with  what  tender  delight  does 
the  sight  of  them  inspire  me !  But  1  fear  that  1  am  not  quite 
intelligible.  Listen  then,  charming  MousseUina,  and  compas- 
sionate my  sufferings.'' 

An  universal  silence  instantly  prevailed  through  the  tent, 
and  Fortimbrass  commenced  his  narrative  as  foUows : — 


HISTORY  OF  FORTIMBRASS,  KING  OF  DENMARK. 

TflonoH  my  birth  on  the  mother's  side  is  illustrious,  I  must 
own  with  blushes  that  my  father  was  a  plebeian.  Bedreddin 
was  the  son  of  a  respectable  pastry  cook  in  Samarcand,  and 
from  his  earliest  years  evinced  a  natural  turn  for  his  father's 
profession.  In  particular,  his  pigeon  pies  were  inimitable ; 
but  unluckily  happening  to  season  one  with  ratsbane  instead  of 
pepper,  which  occasioned  the  death  of  the  favourite  Sultana, 
the  Mufti,  and  a  sky-blue  lap  dog,  of  which  the  king  was  pa^ 
ticularly  fond,  he  was  obliged  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat 
from  Samarcand.  It  was  rumoured,  indeed,  that  he  might 
have  been  forgiven  for  the  deaths  of  the  Queen  and  the  Mufti, 
for  his  Samarcandish  majesty  very  sagaciously  observed, — 
"  Women  and  parsons  are  to  be  found  in  plenty  everywhere, 
but  where  can  I  find  another  sky-blue  lap  dog  ?  "  In  short, 
the  dog  proved  my  father's  ruin,  who  for  several  years  wandered 
About  the  world  in  the  most  abject  poverty. 

Chance  at  length  conducted  him  to  the  island  on  whidi  the 
enchantress  Mergian-Banou  had  fixed  her  residence.     His  pep- 
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9m  pleased  her  eye,  and  his  pigeon  pies  her  palate.  To  fix  bo 
sdmirabie  a  cook  for  erer  in  her  service,  she  resolved  to  marry 
iam ;  hat,  previous  to  the  nuptials,  she  took  the  precaution  of 
rooting  every  twig  of  hemlock  and  nightshade  out  of  the  island. 
This  proceeding  was  hy  no  means  unnecessary,  for  often  did 
my  father  feel  a  strong  inclination  to  treat  her  with  a  taste  of 
such  a  pigeon  pie  as  he  had  served  up  to  the  sky-blue  lap  dog. 
This  being  out  of  the  case,  he  endeavoured  to  bear  Mergian- 
Banou's  ill  temper  (which,  in  truth,  was  diabolical)  with 
patience ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  they  lived  together  very 
toleraUy  for  majn  and  wife,  though  extremely  ill  for  man  and 
woman.  Three  children  were  the  fruits  of  their  union,  one  of 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  be. 

At  the  age  of  sixty,  death  paid  a  visit  to  Bedreddin ;  for 
though  my  mother  could  prolong  her  own  days,  her  power  did 
not  extend  to  prolonging  those  of  other  people.  No  sooner 
was  her  husband  dead,  than  she  felt  the  loss  of  him  most 
severely.  Deprived  of  the  exercise  of  kicking  and  cufiEing  him, 
fihe  could  find  no  use  upon  earth  for  her  arms  and  legs.  Her 
Appetite  left  her  entirely,  for  no  dish  was  now  so  well  seasoned 
fts  Bedreddin's  pigeon  pies.  So  exquisite  had  been  her  pleasure 
in  scolding  him,  that  scolding  other  people  appeared  quite  insipid 
to  her ;  het  tongue  remained  motionless  ;  she  left  off  talking 
^^ely.  When  matters  were  come  to  such  a  pitch  as  this,  1 
^ew  that  the  business  must  be  nearly  over  with  her.  In 
^rt)  she  resolyed  to  follow  her  husband  to  the  grave,  in  hopes 
of  eating  pigeon-pies  with  him  in  Paradise.  In  consequence, 
>^e  neglected  the  usual  means  of  prolonging  her  existence. 
^  vain  did  my  brothers  and  myself  implore  her  to  change  this 
wtal  resolution  ;  she  paid  no  more  regard  to  our  remonstrances 
^n  if  they  had  been  her  husband's. 

'^It's  extremely  hard,"  said  she,  angrily,  **  that  I  may  not 
flo  much  as  die  to  please  myself ;  but  certainly  it  must  be 
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the  will  of  the  starB  that  I  should  be  thwarted  in  eyerything, 
Howeyer,  your  disobedience  shall  not  preyent  my  performing 
the  part  of  a  good  mother.  I  haye  it  in  my  power  to  make 
two  of  my  sons  soyereigns,  while  the  third  will  become  pos- 
sessed of  my  magic  art,  a  lot  by  no  means  the  least  yaluable. 
Gome»  then,  my  children  ;  let  each  of  you  draw  a  paper  j&om 
this  bag  of  green  yelyet,  and  you  will  know  the  portions  allotted 
to  you  by  fate." 

We  obeyed.  Each  drew  forth  a  sealed  paper,  and  examined 
its  contents  with  eagerness.  The  kingdom  of  Denmark  fell  to 
my  own  share,  that  of  China  to  Tarif-Eldin's,  while  to  Cara- 
moussal  (the  eldest  of  us)  was  allotted  our  mother's  magic  art. 

*'  Nor  shall  my  kindness  stop  here,"  resumed  MergianrBanoo. 
*'  Behold  these  three  ebony  spinning-wheels  ;  in  them  are  con- 
tained those  potent  spells  which  hold  in  submission  the  spirits 
of  earth  and  air,  of  fire  and  water  !  No  one  can  depriye  yoa 
of  them  by  force,  nor  eyen  by  artifice,  except  a  woman.  Be 
careful,  therefore,  neyer  to  trust  them  out  of  your  own  keeping, 
tiU  you  can  place  them  in  the  hands  of  the  three  most  beautiful 
princesses  in  the  uniyerse.  These  loyely  persons  must  then 
spin  a  cord  long  enough  to  reach  from  the  summit  of  Mount 
Atlas  to  the  surface  of  the  sea  ;  the  possession  of  which,  my 
sons,  you  must  afterwards  decide  by  lot.  He  to  whose  share 
it  falls  wiU  become  soyereign,  not  only  oyer  his  brothers,  but 
oyer  all  the  genii  and  sorcerers  who  exist ;  and  in  particular, 
will  be  enabled  to  bind  with  that  rope  in  eyerlasting  fetters  the 
giant  Feridoun,  the  mortal  enemy  of  my  race.  But,  aboye  all, 
you  must  take  care  to  make  no  mistake  respecting  the  beauty 
of  the  royal  damsels  to  whom  you  intrust  the  wheels,  for  unless 
they  are  the  most  beautiful,  the  charm  will  haye  no  effect." 

**  Mother,"  replied  Garamoussal,  after  a  short  conference  in 
priyate  with  Tarif-Eldin  and  myself,  "  we  thank  you  sincerely 
for  your  generous  intentions  ;  but  forgiye  us  if  we  do  not  profit 
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hjyowr  last  bequest.  Too  fondly  linked  together  bj  fraternal 
affection  for  either  of  ns  to  wish  for  dominion  over  the  others, 
Tre  never  can  consent  to  the  spinning  of  the  mysterious  cord." 

Though  sensible  that  her  last  moments  were  at  hand,  Mergian- 
Banou  could  not  restrain  her  vexation  at  this  speech. 

"  Mahomet  grant  me  patience,"  cried  the  enchantress,  jump- 
ing bolt  upright  in  her  bed ;  *'  was  ever  mother  cursed  with 
three  such  obstinate  blockheads  by  way  of  sons  !  I  can  tell 
you,  yoimg  gentlemen,  if  my  advice  is  not  followed  you  will 
repent  it  sorely  ;  for  though  while  the  wheels  are  in  your  pos- 
session they  will  guard  you  against  every  misfortune,  should 
any  one  of  them  ever  fall  into  the  hands  of " 

Here  death  broke  the  thread  of  her  discourse,  and  our 
mother  lay  before  us  a  breathless  corse.  Fatal  accident !  had 
"we  but  heard  the  conclusion  of  that  sentence,  what  dreadful 
calamities  should  we  have  escaped !  But  alas !  repining  is 
now  of  no  more  use  than  these  reflections  ! — I  proceed  with  my 
history. 

The  first  burst  of  grief  being  over,  Tarif-Eldin  and  myself 
wged  Caramoussal  to  accept  the  mysterious  cord.  He  posi- 
^▼ely  refused ;  and,  as  neither  of  us  would  even  endure  the 
thoughts  of  becoming  the  sovereign  of  our  elder  brother,  it  was 
UDanimonsly  resolved  that  the  cord  should  not  be  fabricated  at 
alt  We  now  separated ;  but  not  till  Caramoussal  had  given 
to  each  of  his  brothers  a  small  silver  hand-bell,  the  sound  of 
which  would  summon  him  to  our  assistance  from  the  utmost 
extremity  of  the  globe.  To  this  gift  was  added  a  couple  of 
^y^g  tigers  ;  for,  as  neither  Tarif-Eldin  nor  myself  possessed 
"16  least  necromantic  knowledge,  without  this  assistance  we 
should  probably  have  found  some  little  difficulty  in  travelling 
into  China  and  Denmark  from  an  island  in  the  Caspian  Sea  in 
^e  quarters  of  an  hour. 

"  Pardon  my  interrupting  you,''  said  Crystallina  at  this  pait 
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of  the  King  of  Denmark's  story,  «  but  I  have  lieard  Feridoon 
frequently  mention  the  Danish  monarch,  the  Chinese  emperor, 
and  Caramoussal,  as  the  three  Genii  of  whom  alone  he  was  in 
fear.  How  comes  it,  then,  that  being  a  Genius,  you  possess 
no  supernatural  powers  ? '' 

"Because,  my  fair  lady,"  answered  Fortimbrass,  "our 
mother  being  a  sorceress  in  her  own  right,  her  sons  were  all 
called  Genii  by  courtesy,  though  in  fact  none  but  the  eldest 
had  any  legal  claim  to  that  title  ;  and  as  to  his  fears  of  as, 
they  proceeded  from  our  being  in  possession  of  the  ebonj 
spinning-wheels,  which  (as  an  oracle  had  forewarned  him)  were 
capable  of  fabricating  a  talisman  superior  to  all  those  of  which 
he  was  master  himself." 

My  first  appearance  upon  a  flying  tiger  had  something  in  it 
so  novel  and  striking,  that  my  new  subjects  were  instantly  pi^ 
possessed  in  my  favour,  and  I  was  placed  upon  the  throne  with 
universal  approbation.  Soon  after,  I  espoused  Farruknaz,  the 
reigning  queen  of  Bactria,  a  woman  of  singular  beauty,  whose 
younger  sister  was  already  married  to  the  King  of  Astracan. 

In  little  more  than  four  months  after  our  marriage,  the 
queen  presented  me  with  a  daughter.  Being  somewhat  sor- 
prised  at  this  circumstance,  I  consulted  several  famous  physi- 
cians, whether  they  had  ever  heard  of  such  a  case  before? 
They  answered,  that  such  an  accident  was  common  enough  on 
the  Jlrst  time  of  a  wife's  lying-in,  but  desired  me  to  va&lB 
myself  quite  easy,  for  it  was  never  known  to  happen  a  second 
time.  This  assurance  satisfied  me  completely ;  an^  as  mj 
daughter  had  made  her  appearance  in  the  very  spring  of  niy 
mamage,  I  determined  to  call  her  Sapinella,  which  (as  I  need 
not  inform  you)  in  the  Danish  tongue  means  Primrose.  Her 
charms  have  rendered  this  name  famous ;  but  of  all  the  Princes 
who  at  the  age  of  fifteen  sought  the  hand  of  the  lovely  SapineU* 
of  Jutland,  heiress  of  Denmark  and  of  Bactria,  no  proposals 
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were  so  acceptable  to  me  or  to  herself,  as  those  of  the  Prince 
of  Opiiir.  Possibly,  fair  Moussellina,  jou  are  not  sufficiently 
flkilled  in  geography  to  know  the  exact  situation  of  that  king- 
dom: permit  me,  therefore,  to  explain  it  to  you.  At  that 
extremity  of  the  Bed  Sea  which  is  nearest  to  the  Indies,  are 
sitoated  on  one  side  the  confines  of  Ophir,  and  on  the  other 
extend  those  of  Bactria.  The  sovereigns  of  Bactria  for  time 
immemorial  have  been  at  enmity  with  those  of  Ophir :  the 
reason  was  a  yery  silly  one,  a  case  by  no  means  unexampled 
among  neighbours,  who  like  these  were  only  separated  by  five 
w  tax  hundred  leagues  of  water.  These  two  potent  sovereigns 
baring  plagued  themselves  with  wars  during  upwards  of  fifteen 
hundred  years,  it  was  at  length  agreed  between  the  King  of 
Ophir  and  myself,  that  a  final  period  should  be  put  to  them, 
ftod  a  lasting  peace  cemented  by  the  union  of  our  children. 

My  daughter  was  loveliness  itself ;  and  the  Prince  of  Ophir 
Vfts  a  prodigy  of  personal  charms  and  mental  talents,  though 
bitherto  he  had  been  as  cold  as  ice  to  the  fair  sex.  However, 
plenipotentiaries  having  met  on  both  sides,  the  treaty  was  soon 
concluded.  Now  it  happened  that  the  Bactrian  minister, 
though  a  great  politician,  had  scarcely  an  inch  of  nose ;  but  to 
make  np  for  it,  he  had  the  most  enormous  mouth  that  ever  was 
beheld  with  eyes.  The  ambassador  of  Ophir,  on  the  con^ary 
—do!  stay  a  moment,  till  I  recollect  myself! — ^yes — exactly 
80.  It  was  the  ambassador  of  Ophir,  whose  mouth  was  so 
^Dudl,  that  a  child  of  a  year  old  would  have  got  the  tip  of  its 
ui^;er  into  it  with  difficulty ;  but  then  he  made  amends  for 
It  by  a  nose  the  most  gigantic,  and  the  thickest,  studded 
with  warts  and  pimples,  that  ever  adorned  the  face  of  a 
P^potentiary. 

Mj  ambassador  carried  the  articles  of  peace  and  Sapinella's 
portrait  to  the  court  of  Ophir  ;  but  he  might  have  saved  him- 
self the  trouble  ;  the  Prince  would  not  even  look  at  the  picture. 
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and  having  watched  for  an  opportunity  of  escaping,  fled  secretly 
from  court  one  night,  at  about  three  quarters  after  twelve. 
But  what  happened  in  the  interim  at  the  other  court,  will  make 
your  hair  stand  on  end  with  horror.      Before  I  relate  this 
catastrophe,  it  is  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  at  the  distance 
of  about  two  stadii  and  a  half  from  Fourchimena  (the  Bactrian 
capital)  there  was  a  small  wood,  extremely  dark ;  that  within 
this  wood  there  was  a  temple  still  more  gloomy,  (listen  to  this 
with  attention,  I  beseech  you ;)  that  on  the  summit  of  this 
temple  there  was  a  pinnacle,  which  towered  among  the  clouds; 
that  on  the  top  of  this  pinnacle  there  was  a  cage  ;  and  that  in 
this  cage  there  was  a  certain  cock,  whose  predictions  were 
esteemed  as  oracles  throughout  Bactria.     Remember  these  cir- 
cumstances, if  you  please,  for  they  are  of  material  consequence. 
I  was  at  this  period  resident  myself  at  Fourchimena.    The 
ambassador  of  Ophir  was  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  whole  court 
was  expecting  him  with  the  greatest  impatience,  on  account  of 
the    splendid  fireworks  prepared  against  the  wedding-night. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  lovely  Sapinella,  who  (as  a  princess 
ought  to  be  who  had  received  so  excellent  an  education)  was 
extremely  partial  to  handsome,  well-made  young  men,  entreated 
her  mother  to  accompany  her  privately  to  the  oracle  of  the 
cock,  in  order  to  ascertain  exactly  at  what  hour  the  Prince  of 
Ophir  would  arrive  ;  for,  trusting  to  the  information  of  the 
newspapers,  she  made  no  doubt  that  in  order  to  render  the 
scene  more  interesting,  her  lover  himself  would  arrive  most 
gallantly,  under  the  name  of  the  King  his  father's  ambas- 
sador.     My   daughter,   therefore,   growing  weary  of  being 
dressed  out,  fiizzed,  and  perfumed  at  all  hours  (as,  through 
fear  of  being  taken  by  surprise,  had  been  the  case  during 
three  days  and  three  nights  together),  was  just  on  the  point  of 
slipping  out  through  the  stable-door  in  the  twilight,  unaccom- 
panied by  maids  of  honour  or  ladies  of  the  bedchamber,  when 
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tiie  (Jueen  was  informed  thai  the  miniBter  of  Ophir  was  just 
amyed  in  a  post-chuse. 

This  proof  of  amorous  impatience  confirmed  them  in  the 
idea,  that  this  could  be  no  other  than  the  handsome  Prince  in 
person.  The  chariot  which  was  to  hare  carried  them  to  the 
oracle,  brought  them  back  to  the  palace.  Sapinella  (who  hoped 
to  reward  the  Prince  for  his  anxiety  to  see  her,  by  proving  to 
him  that  the  sight  was  worth  the  trouble)  did  nothing  but 
teach  her  eyes  to  languish,  bite  her  lips  to  make  them  look 
red,  and  pull  her  hair  this  way  and  the  other ;  till  at  length 
the  audience  began.  But  when  the  real  ambassador  appeared, 
I  really  thought  that  she  would  have  fainted.  She  was  so 
My  persuaded  that  this  was  the  Prince  in  disguise,  that 
when,  instead  of  the  most  lovely  countenance  in  the  world, 
she  beheld  this  pelican's  nose  hanging  over  a  mouthy  which 
appeared  to  be  made  with  a  gimblot,  she  exclaimed  aloud,  and 
with  violence,  **  that  the  Prince  of  Ophir*s  mouth  might  water, 
but  that  the  Princess  of  Bactria  turned  up  her  nose  at  him  !*' 
Kot  contented  with  this  transport  of  indignation,  she  sank 
upon  her  knees  before  the  whole  assembly,  and  raising  her 
eyes  to  heaven,  «  May  Mahomet  never  have  mercy  upon  my 
sins,*'  she  cried,  **  and  may  hia  Alcoran  be  my  poison,  if  ever 
I  marry  the  Prince  of  Ophir,  till  I  become  old  and  hideous 
enough  to  inspire  him  with  the  same  aversion  which  the 
sight  of  him  now  creates  in  me."  Having  said  this  she 
kissed  the  earth,  which  is  looked  upon  by  the  Bactrians  as  the 
most  solemn  manner  of  ratifying  a  vow. 

The  poor  ambassador,  who  had  not  yet  conmienced  his 
harangue,  was  extremely  astonished  at  this  aversion  so  openly 
avowed  towards  the  most  charming  Prince  in  the  universe. 
He  pocketed  the  golden  trumpet,  which  he  was  going  to  insert 
in  his  mouth  in  order  to  render  his  compliments  audible, 
and  quitted  the  audience-chamber  in  the  same  manner  that 
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he  had  entered  it ;  but  he  ascended  his  post-chaise  in  such  a 
storm  of  rage,  that  we  all  thought  his  nose  would  neyer  get  out 
of  the  city  without  setting  it  in  flames,  it  appeared  so  red  and 
fiery  I  On  the  other  hand,  the  Princess  tore  herself  from  the 
encircling  arms  of  her  father,  gave  a  sound  box  on  the  ear 
to  her  governess,  who  was  in  vain  endeavouring  to  pacify  her, 
sprang  upon  the  horse  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  guard, 
and  away  she  galloped  astride  to  the  oracle  of  the  miraculous 
cock.  On  reaching  the  wood  she  descended,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  entering  the  temple,  when  by  the  glimmerings  of  the 
moonbeams  she  perceived  a  youth  in  bright  armour  seated  at 
the  foot  of  a  lofty  cedar,  to  which  his  courser  was  bound. 

I  need  not  explain  that  this  stranger  was  the  Prince  of 
Ophir,  whom  (while  flying  from  his  father's  court)  chance  had 
guided  to  the  oraculous  wood  ;  neither  need  I  mention  that 
Sapinella  instantly  fell  in  love  with  him  to  distraction. 

**  Gallant  stranger,"  said  she  in  a  gentle  voice,  while  her 
blushes  made  her  cover  her  face  with  her  fan,  though  she 
made  no  scruple  of  peeping  at  the  Prince  through  an  oval  hole 
in  the  handle  of  it,  "  gallant  stranger,  pardon  the  intrusion  of 
an  unknown !  you  behold  in  me  the  unfortunate  Princess  of 
Bactria,  who " 

"  Of  Bactria !  "  exclaimed  the  Prince  of  Ophir,  starting 
back  in  dismay.  That  name  recalled  to  him  all  the  horrors  of 
matrimony  !  Already  he  fancied  himself  married,  already 
heard  Sapinella  called  bone  of  his  bone,  and  flesh  of  his  flesh ; 
and,  unable  to  resist  the  impulse  of  his  feelings,  he  sprang  upon 
his  horse,  stuck  his  spurs  into  the  animal's  sides,  and  withoat 
saymg  adieu  to  my  daughter,  he  soon  left  the  oraculous  wood 
a  full  league  behind  him. 

Sapinella  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  this  abrupt  departure. 
She  gazed  after  him  with  her  mouth  wide  open,  nor  had  she 
succeeded  in  closing  it,  when  the  giant  Feridoun  stood  before 
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her.  Happening  to  haye  some  business  with  the  miraenloos 
coek  that  eyening,  he  entered  the  wood  just  as  the  Prince  of 
OpMr  left  it.  No  sooner  did  he  see  my  daughter,  than  he 
lored  her,  and  no  sooner  did  he  love  her  than  he  told  her  so  : 
Imt  he  had  chosen  a  most  unpropitious  moment  for  making  his 
addresses.  She  not  only  rejected  them  positiyelj,  but  assured 
him  that  he  was  the  most  horrible  creature  she  had  oyer  seen, 
and  that  if  he  would  come  to  the  capital  he  might  easily  make 
a  fortune  by  exhibiting  himself  as  a  monster.  At  the  con- 
clufdon  of  this  ciyil  speech,  she  yaulted  into  her  saddle  without 
staying  to  consult  the  oracle,  snapped  her  fingers  at  the 
Genius,  in  token  of  contempt,  then  gaye  her  horse  a  kick,  and 
gi^Uopped  home  again  as  hard  as  she  gallopped  away. 

Incensed  at  this  behayiour,  Feridoun  had  recourse  to  his 
Bp^ :  but  when  he  found  that  they  had  no  effect  upon  the 
fbgitiye,  it  struck  him  that  she  must  certainly  be  under  the 
protection  of  one  of  the  three  magic  spinning-wheels,  of  which 
he  had  so  long  been  in  search.  It  was  to  preserye  us  from 
the  maleyolence  of  this  yery  sorcerer,  that  our  mother  had 
adviaed  our  spinning  the  mysterious  cord,  which  would  render 
the  power  of  the  possessor  superior  to  his,  and  would  enable  ui 
to  hind  this  formidable  enemy  hand  and  foot,  wheneyer  he 
should  render  himself  obnoxious.  We  had  neglected  Mergian* 
Banon'g  prudent  counsels,  and  (though  it  was  then  unknown  to 
me)  one  member  of  our  family  had  already  experienced  the 
fatal  effects  of  our  disobedience. 

Feridoun  had,  it  seems,  taken  a  fancy  to  be  Emperor  of 
China,  and  inyaded  that  kingdom  at  a  time  when  grief  for  the 
Kcent  loss  of  his  wife  rendered  Tarif-Eldin  the  less  able  to 
1^1  the  attack.  Howeyer,  conscious  that  though  the  loss  of 
His  wife  was  a  bad  thing,  the  loss  of  his  empire  would  be  a  still 
worse,  he  exerted  his  military  talents  with  such  effect  as  to 
defeat  the  inyaders  ;  and  as  the  spinning-wheel  protected  him 
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from  all  Bupernatural  enemies,  Feridoun  was  obliged  to  regain 
the  crystal  island  without  having  accomplished  his  object.     On 
reaching  his  home,  his  first  care  was  to  consult  his  books  as 
to  the  cause  which  rendered  his  most  powerful  spells  without 
effect  when  exercised  upon  the  Emperor  of  China.     He  now 
learned  for  the  first  time  that  there  existed  three  Bpinning- 
wheels,  once  the  property  of  the  pre-adamite  Sultanas  ;  that 
each  of  these  sufficed  to  protect  not  only  its  owner,  bat  bis 
family,  from  every  species  of  enchantment ;  and  that  if  they 
were  collected  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  three  most 
beautiful  princesses  in  the  world,  they  would  fabricate  a  cord, 
which  would  make  its  possessor  sovereign  lord  over  all  the 
Genii    and    sorcerers    in    existence,  whether  good,  bad,  or 
indifferent. 

'  This  intelligence  made  Feridoun  set  all  his  wits  to  work. 
The  talismans  in  question  (he  well  knew)  could  not  be  taken  by 
force,  nor  could  he  become  master  of  them  except  through  a 
woman's  hands.     To  a  woman,  then,  he  applied  himself,  and 
caused  your  merry  mother,  fair  Moussellina,  to  stop  at  Fekin, 
in  her  road  to  her  husband's  dominions.     Here,  under  the 
disguise  of  a  dervise,  he  took  care  to  explain  to   her  the 
importance  of  the  ebony  spinning-wheel,  and  expatiated  upon 
its  virtues,  till  her  desire  to  possess  it  became  extreme.    Tarif- 
Eldin  was  still  sorrowing  in  widowhood ;  but  the  Queen  of 
Astracan  soothed  him  and  consoled  him  so  comically,  that  in 
less  than  a  week  she  had  completely  laughed  his  wife  out  of  his 
heart,  and  herself  into  it.     No  sooner  did  she  find  him  entirely 
in  her  power  than  she  fixed  the  price  of  her  favours  at  the 
surrender  of  the  spinning-wheel ;  though  she  was  too  much  a 
woman  of  honour  to  intend  to  keep  her  word.     My  brother  was 
infatuated ;  the  wheel  was  given  into  her  hands,  and  that  very 
night  the  Queen  departed  privately  from  Fekin,  carrying  with 
her  the  palladium  of  Tarif-Eldin's  happiness.     He  soon  felt  the 
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&tal  effects  of  his  imprudence.  Feridoun  again  invaded  Chinat 
and  with  such  success,  that  scarcely  could  a  faithful  courtier 
escape  with  my  brother's  two  young  sons,  both  of  them  still  in 
the  cradle. 

Soon  wearied  of  his  conquest,  Feridoun  shortly  after  returned 
to  the  crystal  island ;  but  he  was  not  so  soon  weary  of  torment- 
ing the  unfortunate  Emperor,  whom  he  had  transformed  into 
an  enormous  cock,  frequently  amusing  himself  by  making  him 
fight  matclies  against  animals  of  the  same  species,  and  some- 
times setting  him  up  to  be  thrown  at  by  little  boys  at  an  asper 
a-piece.  At  length  even  these  amusements  lost  their  relish, 
and  one  day  he  had  actually  ordered  him  to  be  fricasseed  for 
dinner ;  when  my  feathered  relation  perceived  the  magic  hand- 
bell given  to  him  by  Caramoussal,  which  till  then  he  had  totally 
forgotten,  and  which  the  Genius  (ignorant  of  its  use)  had 
brought  with  him  to  the  island  among  other  spoils,  for  the  sake 
of  the  silver.  Tanf-Eldin  seized  it  with  eagerness,  and  the 
very  first  tingle  brought  Caramoussal  to  his  assistance. 

The  Enchanter's  threats  and  expostulations  induced  Feridoun 
to  spare  the  life  of  the  human  cock  ;  but  it  was  only  upon  con- 
dition that  he  should  act  the  part  of  the  Bactrian  oracle  during 
a  certain  number  of  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  term  he 
should  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Caramoussal.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Emperor  was  inclosed  within  the  cage  of  the  pinnacle, 
and  compelled  occasionally  to  deliver  such  oracles  as  the  Genius 
(who  frequently  officiated  as  priestess  himself)  thought  proper 
to  suggest. 

'*  But  wherefore,"  said  Moussellina,  "  did  Feridoun  suffer 
my  mother  to  retain  possession  of  the  spinning-wheel  ?  For  in 
her  possession  it  still  was  when  she  died.  Her  principal  confi- 
dante then  gave  me  the  key  of  the  closet  which  contained  it, 
accompanied  by  my  mother's  dying  injunction  not  to  unlock 
the  door:    an  injunction  which  I  never  disobeyed  till  after 
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the  loss  of   a  certain  part  of  my  dresSy   wliich    shall  be 
nameless.'* 

*<  To  take  it  from  her  by  force,"  replied  Fortimbrass,  "was 
impracticable ;  but  Feridoan  certainly  expected  the  Queen  to 
give  it  him  with  her  own  free  will.     However,  when  he 
demanded  it,  her  majesty,  your  mother,  (who  knew  weU  Ik 
yalue  of  the  wheel,  and  who  loved  a  joke  better  than  custard,) 
thought  that  it  would  be  an  excellent  jest  to  outwit  the  Greniiu^ 
and  therefore  assured  him  (at  the  same  time  laughing  heartfly) 
that  she  intended  to  keep  it  herself.    This  promise  she  adhered 
to  more  faithfully  than  her  former  ones,  as  indeed  was  natnnl; 
for  it  certainly  is  infinitely  more  difficult  to  keep  a  promiM 
which  we  make  to  please  other  people  than  one  which  we  make 
to  please  ourselyes.     Feridoun,  however,  took  this  joke  so  illi 
that  he  rowed  to  make  your  mother  laugh  on  the  wrong  side  of 
her  mouth ;  but  as  the  talisman  effectually  secured  her  from 
his  resentment,  he  resolved  that  you  at  least  should  not  jest  so 
out  of  season,  and  accordingly  endowed  you  at  your  birth  with 
that  inmioveable  gravity,  which  nothing  but  the  effect  of  his 
own  enchantments  can  dispel. — So  much  for  the  history  of  mj 
brother  :  I  now  resume  to  my  own." 

On  Sapinella's  return  home,  she  expatiated  upon  the  beauty 
of  the  unknown  youth,  and  painted  the  giant's  appearance  and 
menaces  in  the  most  terrific  odours.  My  poor  wife  was  so 
much  alarmed,  that  she  was  actually  going  to  swoon,  but  on 
second  thoughts  put  it  off  till  a  more  convenient  season.  ETeiy 
female  in  the  palace  joined  her  in  beseeching  me  to  take  aS 
possible  measures  for  preserving  them  from  this  terrible  pBsAt 
declaring  one  and  all,  that  they  expected  to  be  murdered  ov 
worse  before  the  next  morning:  at  all  events,  they  ebonld 
never  be  able  to  sleep  quietly  in  their  beds  for  thinking  of  the 
ffxotf  that  was  absdntely  certain  1  Farruknai  indeed,  wbo 
was  a  moat  virtuous  personage,  and  held  her  honour  £ar  moie 
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preeions  than  her  life,  dwelt  more  particolarlj  on  Feridoun'B 
enonnouB  statore,  and  hinted,  that  all  the  female  chastity,  both 
IB  Denmark  and  Bactria^  would  be  endangered  by  an  enemy 
ten  yards  high.  For  my  own  part,  I  was  persuaded  that  the 
talisman  (whose  mysterious  yirtue  I  had  prudently  concealed 
from  erery  one)  was  a  full  security  against  the  attacks  of  our 
unknown  foe :  howeyer,  to  satisfy  the  women,  I  ordered  the 
palace-guard  to  be  doubled,  and  soon  after  remoTed  my  oourt 
to  the  capital  of  Denmark. 

Borne  weeks  past  away  in  such  tranquillity  that  we  not  only 
hoped  that  Feridoun  had  forgotten  us,  but  at  last  we  actually 
forgot  him.  In  the  mean  while,  Sapinella  had  spared  no  pains 
to  obtain  some  tidings  of  the  unknown  possessor  of  her  heart. 
She  described  his  person  accurately  in  the  royal  Copenhagen 
Gazette,  and  offered  fiye  hundred  sequins  reward  to  any  who 
would  tell  her  where  to  find  him.  All  her  exertions  were  in 
yain  ;  and  she  began  to  despair  of  oyer  discoyering  him,  when 
one  eyening  while  she  was  wandering  in  the  palace  gardens, 
she  suddenly  felt  something  seize  her  by  the  foot.  She  looked 
down,  and  perceiyed  an  enormous  toad  (a  reptile  to  which  she 
had  always  a  particular  ayersion)  gnawing  the  toe  of  her  slipper. 
She  uttered  a  loud  scream,  hastily  drew  her  foot  out  of  its 
eoyering,  and  instantly  the  toad  and  the  slipper  disappeared 
together.  As  soon  as  the  beautiful  Sapinella  recoyered  from 
her  alarm^  she  hobbled  back  to  her  chamber,  and  called  for 
another  pair  of  shoes :  but,  oh !  grief  of  griefs !  none  could  be 
found  that  would  fit  her.  In  yain  did  we  ransack  eyery  shop 
bi  Copenhagen  :  one  pair  was  too  large,  and  another  was  too 
Kniall :  ikU  made  her  walk  as  if  she  had  a  wooden  leg,  and 
(kit  in  a  few  minutes  produced  corns  as  big  as  pumpkins  !  All 
Were  at  a  loss  to  account  for  so  strange  a  circumstance,  but  no 
<Kne  doubted  that  Feridoun  had  a  finger  in  the  business  :  such 
indeed  was  the  fact,  for  Oaramoussal  some  time  after  explained 
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tbe  matter  as  followB.  It  seems  that  it  was  a  condition 
(though  unknown  to  my  brothers  and  myself)  annexed  to  the 
possession  of  our  spinning-wheels,  that  the  children  of  those  in 
whose  custody  they  were  kept,  should  each  have  some  personal 
perfection,  so  exquisite  as  actually  to  become  a  defect ;  a^d 
such  was  the  case  with  my  daughter's  foot ;  with  your  sUsm, 
adorable  Moussellina,  and  with  the  respective  noses  of  the  two 
Princes  of  China.  It  was  also  decreed  that  no  cloth  should  be 
suffered  to  touch  that  particular  part  without  causing  extreme 
pain,  except  the  first  piece  which  should  be  applied  to  it. 
Thus  it  was,  my  fair  niece,  that  you  could  only  wear  one  par- 
ticular shift ;  that  Sapinella  could  only  be  fitted  with  one  par- 
ticular pair  of  slippers ;  and  that  my  Chinese  nephews  could 
only  blow  their  noses  with  one  particular  pocket-handkerchief. 
I  must  not,  however,  omit  to  mention,  that  these  several  articles 
had  the  pecuHar  property  of  never  wearing  out,  or  of  requiring 
washing. 

Feridoun  discovered  this  circumstance,  and  resolved  to 
deprive  Sapinella  of  her  slipper.  This  accomplished,  and  my 
daughter  thrown  into  the  greatest  perplexity,  he  next  assumed 
the  form  of  my  prime  minister,  and  assured  my  too  credulous 
Queen,  that  the  sandal-wood  chest,  which  I  kept  locked  so 
carefully,  contained  a  remedy  for  her  darling's  distress.  Nay, 
so  artfully  did  he  work  upon  her  maternal  feelings,  that  at 
length  she  broke  open  the  mysterious  chest.  First,  she  drew 
forth  the  ebony  spinning-wheel:  not  conceiving  how  this 
machine  could  possibly  supply  her  with  slippers  for  Sapinella, 
she  proceeded  to  search  deeper,  and  in  the  meanwhile  requested 
her  adviser  to  be  so  obliging  as  to  hold  the  talisman  for  a 
moment.  Ah  !  how  willingly  the  traitor  complied  !  No  soouec 
was  it  in  his  hands,  than  he  resumed  his  natural  form.  Far- 
ruknaz  screamed  with  terror  and  surprise ;  I  heard  the  ciy, 
and  hastening  with  my  daughter  to  her  assistance,  beheld  for 
the  first  time  my  colossal  enemy. 
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"Emg  of  Denmark/'  said  he,  '*  listen  with  attention  to  my 
commands.  This  talisman  was  stolen  from  mj  father  bj  Mer- 
gisn-Banoa :  justly  should  I  punish  you  for  having  detained 
from  me  so  long  my  paternal  inheritance  ;  but  in  consideration 
of  the  passion  with  which  your  daughter  has  inspired  me,  your 
offence  shall  be  pardoned,  and  my  enmity  conyerted  into  friend- 
sliip,  provided  the  fair  Sapinella  consents  to  become  my  bride." 

The  poor  Princess  was  frightened  out  of  her  little  wits  at 
this  proposal :  but  my  wife,  who  had  a  natural  turn  for  satire, 
uid  was  highly  incensed  at  having  been  over-reached,  thought 
proper  to  indulge  her  propensity  at  the  giant's  expense.  This 
she  did  with  such  success,  and  rendered  Feridoun  so  irresistibly 
ludicrous,  that  in  spite  of  my  vexation  I  laughed,  till  I  was 
leady  to  expire.  This  was  highly  imprudent  in  both  of  us,  for 
the  giant  could  no  more  command  his  temper  than  I  could  my 
muscles,  or  the  Queen  her  tongue ;  and  suddenly  lifting  up  his 
left  leg,  he  without  any  ceremony  made — (you  need  not  put  up 
your  fans,  ladies,) — ^he  suddenly  made  a  nail  as  big  as  a 
scimitar  issae  from  his  great  toe,  with  which  tremendous 
instrument,  when  I  was  in  the  very  midst  of  a  horse-laugh,  he 
gave  my  mouth  such  a  slicer,  that  he  slit  it  completely  from 
ear  to  ear :  then  grasping  my  wife  by  the  nape  of  her  neck,  he 
rose  with  her  into  the  air ;  where,  horrible  to  tell !  we  saw 
him  with  his  enormous  nail  cut  her  up  as  dexterously  as  the 
most  expert  butcher  could  have  done  a  calf.  This  done,  he 
hurled  her  limbs  to  different  quarters  of  the  globe,  a  leg  one 
way,  and  an  arm  another ;  while  the  blood  flowed  from  them 
in  such  quantities,  that  it  tinged  the  waters  on  which  it  fell, 
and  has  caused  that  part  of  the  ocean  to  be  called  ever  since 
by  the  name  of  the  Red  Sea. 

This  horrible  scene  performed,  the  Genius  re-descended  to 
iufonn  us  that  he  would  return  on  that  day  twelvemonth; 
when,  if  my  daughter  still  refused  his  hand,  he  would  inflict  on 
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lu  the  most  exemplary  punishment.  He  added,  that  to  teach 
me  better  manners  than  to  laugh  at  pe<^le  before  their  faces, 
my  month  should  never  return  to  its  original  size,  till  I  had 
found  another  of  the  same  dimensions ;  and  having  said  this, 
he  disappeared  with  the  fatal  spinning-wheel. 

For  some  time  I  could  do  nothing  but  lament  my  wife,  who 
had  not  a  single  fault  in  her  whole  composition,  except  having 
a  passion  for  satire  and  a  pair  of  bandy  legs.  (At  this  remark 
from  the  King,  the  white  arms  were  observed  to  turn  the  wheel 
with  incredible  velocity ;  but  Fortimbrass  did  not  notice  this 
circumstance.  He  proceeded) :-— When  my  grief  was  some* 
what  abated,  I  hastened  in  search  of  the  silver  bell,  whidi 
would  summon  Oaramoussal  to  my  assistance,  and  which  ^ 
then  I  had  neglected.  What  was  my  despair  at  learning  that 
the  Queen,  being  ignorant  of  its  secret  qualities,  and  thinking 
it  old-fashioned,  had  caused  it  to  be  melted  down,  and  converted 
into  a  butter-boat  for  her  own  use !  I  was  near  losing  my 
senses  at  this  discovery ;  and  SapineUa  really  lost  hers,  not 
only  through  fear  of  the  Genius,  but  from  pain  at  walking 
unshod  with  feet  so  delicate.  The  shoemakers  endeavoured  to 
fit  her  in  vain  ;  and  as  at  first  I  ascribed  their  failure  to  their 
awkwardness,  in  a  moment  of  passion  I  happened  to  hang  two 
or  three  of  the  poor  devils,  for  which,  however,  I  was  after- 
wards very  sorry.  At  length  I  judged  it  best  to  publish  in 
every  foreign  kingdom  as  well  as  my  own,  that  whoever  could 
produce  a  shoe  that  would  fit  Sapinella,  or  a  mouth  as  large  is 
my  own,  should  espouse  the  Princess,  and  be  heir  to  my 
dominions.  These  ambassadors  were  ordered,  on  pain  of  death, 
never  again  to  set  foot  in  Denmark,  till  they  had  succeeded  in 
their  search :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  messenger,  whom  I 
dispatched  to  Caramoussars  residence  on  Mount  Atlas,  was 
commanded  to  return  with  all  possible  speed. 

He  was  but  just  in  time :  a  single  day  only  was  wanting  to 
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eiSDjiIete  the  year,  wlien  Caramonsaal  arriyed.  Before  I  had 
inne  to  request  it,  he  promised  me  his  protection,  at  the  same 
tone  assuring  me»  that  till  my  messenger's  arriral  he  had  been 
jgnonnt  of  my  distress,  haying  tnisted  to  my  ringing  the 
alrer  belL  He  also  comforted  me  with  the  prospect  of  ultimate 
iiappiness  and  tranquillity ;  but  added,  that  for  the  present  he 
OGoId  not  preyent  Feridonn  from  inflicting  the  most  cruel 
calamities  both  upon  myself  and  my  daughter.  He  likewise 
made  known  to  me  Tarif-Eldin's  adventures,  whose  seryitude 
to  the  Genius  was  at  length  expired,  and  whom  he  had  just  left 
upon  Mount  Atlas.  He  concluded  by  lamenting  the  increase 
of  Peridoun's  power,  who  had  obtained  possession  of  another 
s^onmg-wheel  by  practising  the  same  artifice  by  which  he 
Asd  deprived  Sapinella  of  her  slipper,  upon  the  Princess  of 
Astracan,  who  had  lately  been  robbed  of  her  single  shift. 

"Alas  I  he  told  you  but  too  true  !  "  exclaimed  Moussellina, 
m  this  part  of  her  uncle's  narrative  ;  "  assuming  the  form  of 
nty  nurse,  he  persuaded  me  that  he  could  easily  spin  me  a 
pi^p^  piece  of  cambric,  provided  he  were  furnished  with  the 
ebony  wheel,  so  carefully  locked  up  in  my  mother's  closet.  I 
g&ve  it  bto  his  hands,  and  he  yanished  with  it  instantly.  This 
J*  was,  which,  upon  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  Feridoun's  wife, 
put  it  into  my  head  that  she  might  possibly  have  got  my  shift; 
and  I  made  bold  to  take  up  the  comer  of  hers,  in  order 
to  examine  the  mark,  for  which  liberty  I  beg  her  ten  thousand 
pardons." 

Crystallina  received  this  apology  very  graciously,  but 
requested  the  Princess  to  suffer  FortimlH*ass  to  proceed  with 
'^  bistory,  being  extremely  curious  to  hear  its  conclusion. 
^  now  began  to  suspect  that  I  was  spinning  a  shift  for  the 
^^y  Moussellina ;  and  feeling  for  the  awkwardness  of  her 
<ugb]iess's  situation,  I  redouUed  my  dUigence,  while  Fortim- 
hiss  proceeded  as  follows  : — 
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CaramouBsal  now  summoned  my  daughter.  Great  was  her 
surprise  and  grief  at  learning  that  the  handsome  stranger 
was  no  other  than  the  Prince  of  Ophir,  and  at  heing  reminded 
of  her  imprudent  oath.  The  Enchanter  also  took  this  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  her  a  lecture  upon  swearing,  assuring  her 
that  no  oaths  were  proper  in  a  young  lady's  mouth  stronger 
than  "Bless  my  heart!*'  "Ods-fish!*'or  at  most,  "By  theliving 
jingo  I "  He  was  still  holding  forth  upon  this  topic  when  the 
Genius  arrired. 

Greatly  was  he  displeased  at  Caramoussal's  presence,  whose 
skill  in  astrology  and  possession  of  the  third  talisman,  rendered 
him  a  formidahle  antagomst.  My  hrother  perceived,  and  made 
use  of  his  confusion  to  hring  him  to  some  reasonahle  treaiy, 
and  after  much  parley  the  following  conditions  were  settled 
hetween  the  Enchanters.  Sapinella  was  doomed  to  reside 
upon  Mount  Atlas,  under  a  form  the  most  frightful,  till  some 
Prince  of  the  name  of  Facardin  should  arriye  there,  and 
either  accept  her  hand  at  first  sight,  or  devour  Feridonn's  left 
leg  raw,  hefore  the  Genius  was  ahle  to  prevent  him  ;  hut  if  no 
such  event  took  place  during  twenty  years,  she  was  then  to 
hecome  Feridoun's  undisputed  property.  My  sentence  was  to 
wear  the  form  of  some  animal,  and  the  only  indulgence  granted 
me  was  the  choice  what  particular  animal  it  should  he.  It 
was,  however,  stipulated  hy  Oaramoussal,  that  if  hy  any  means 
I  could  manage  to  draw  hlood  from  my  enemy,  I  should 
instantly  resume  my  natural  shape.  With  regard  to  Tarif- 
Eldin,  it  was  enacted  that  he  should  never  leave  off  crowing 
till  a  cock  could  he  found,  whose  powers  of  flying  were  as 
extraordinary  as  those  with  which  the  Genius  (in  order  to 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  his  amusements)  had  endowed  the  unfor- 
tunate Emperor.  On  the  other  hand,  Feridoun  was  allowed 
free  admission  to  Caramoussal's  grotto,  in  order  that  he  might 
entertain  no    douhts   of   Saninella's  performing   strictly  the 
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articles  of  the  treaty  ;  but  so  far  was  he  from  being  permitted 

to  iake  any  adyantage  of  these  internews,  that  he  was  eren 

ibrbidden  to  press  the  tip  of  her  little  finger.     These  conditions 

being  agreed  to,  the  giant  disappeared,  to  our  very  great 

satisfaction. 

As  a  clause  in  the  treaty  forbade  my  residing  with  my 
daughter,  my  brother  advised  my  taking  up  my  abode  in  the 
isle  of  lions,  under  the  form  of  one  of  those  animals.  This 
island  being  close  to  Mount  Atlas,  I  could  then  receive  the 
earliest  intelligence  of  any  change  in  my  daughter's  situation ; 
and  he  promised  that  she  should  meet  me  at  the  mountain's 
foot  every  eyening,  when,  during  a  fiill  hour,  she  should  enjoy 
her  natural  shape.  He  next  comforted  my  daughter  with  the 
assurance  that  the  twenty  years  of  enchantment  should  not  be 
reckoned  in  her  life,  and  that  when  the  charm  should  be  dis- 
solved she  should  still  find  herself  in  all  the  bloom  and  beauty 
of  aiteen.  Then  taking  an  affectionate  farewell,  he  transported 
her  to  the  top  of  Mount  Atlas,  and  I  inmiediately  found  myself 
upon  all  fours  in  the  isle  of  lions. 

Every  eyening  I  swam  to  the  opposite  shore,  where  Cara- 
moussal  failed  not  to  conduct  my  daughter  and  the  imperial 
cock.  In  these  visits  I  learned  many  particulars  of  which  I 
was  iSl  then  ignorant.  It  seems  Caramoussal's  books  had 
taught  him  that  the  bending  of  the  famous  bow  of  Ulysses 
would  ascertain  the  person  destined  to  disenchant  my  daughter. 
This  was  also  no  secret  to  Feridoun  ;  but  fortunately  the  bow 
was  already  in  my  brother's  possession.  Caramoussal  also 
informed  me  that  he  daily  expected  a  prince  to  arrive  at  Mount 
Atlas,  on  whom  he  placed  his  strongest  hopes  of  reversing 
Feridoun 's  spells;  and  that  though  my  imhappy  Queen  had, 
it  is  true,  been  chopped  in  pieces,  yet  consideration  for  his 
fature  mother-in*law  had  induced  Feridoun  to  preserve  her 
in  existence.     He  should,  therefore,  immediately  dispatch  an 
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emissary  to  collect  her  scattered  but  still  animated  limbs,  and 
he  doubted  not  his  being  able  to  stitch  them  together  again  so 
deyerlj  with  a  needle  and  thread,  that  the  nicest  eje  should 
be  unable  to  detect  the  deception.     Her  hands  and  arms  (he 
had  the  pleasure  to  assure  me)  were  already  in  his  posseasios ; 
and,  as  she  was  extremely  proud  of  their  beauty,  he  had  gratified 
her  innocent  vanity  by  cutting  two  holes  in  the  door  of  hb 
grotto,  through  which  she  nerer  failed  to  pass  her  arms  on  the 
arrival  of  any  stranger.     She  generally  aflfected  to  be  tuming 
the  handle  of  the  spinning-wheel ;  and  by  this  device  she  co&- 
trived  to  secure  the  stranger's  admiration  of  hsr  alabaster 
hands,  without  being  mortified  by  his  discovering  that  the  rest 
of  her  person  was  running  wild  about  the  universe.    Aoeoid- 
ingly,  she  frequently  profited  by  this  amusement;  and  Sapinella, 
having  no  better  means  of  passing  her  time,  occasiosa% 
beguiled  her  ennui  by  the  same  occupation.     These  converssr 
tions  lasted  during  an  hour ;  after  which  Sapinella  regained 
the  summit  of  Mount  Atlas,  while  I  swam  back  to  the  isle  of 
lions. 

Near  a  year  elapsed,  and,  though  many  persons  had  attempted 
it,  the  bow  of  Ulysses  remained  unbent.  At  length  the  day 
arrived  when  the  annual  hunting-match  was  accustomed  to 
take  place.  You  must  undoubtedly  have  heard  of  this  singohur 
festival,  whose  novelty  excited  in  me  no  small  degree  of 
expectation :  and  I  was  pleased  with  the  opportunity  of  a8oe^ 
taining  whether  animals  on  four  legs  receive  as  much  pleasure 
from  being  himted  as  animab  upon  two  legs  receive  hm 
hunting  them, — a  point  which  had  always  appeared  to  me 
somewhat  questionable.  On  the  appointed  morning  I  feuled 
not  to  be  at  the  sea-shore,  where  about  seven  hundred  of  mj 
companions  were  already  assembled.  As  I  was  evidently  a 
stranger,  they  very  politely  insisted  on  my  taking  the  com- 
mand, and  would  not  hear  of  a  refusal,  though  I  protested 
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tfiat  I  flhoold  be  perfectlj  contented  with  «  cometcj,  or  at 
most  with  a  troop.  But  I  soon  Ibimd  that  in  heading  such 
forces  but  little  honour  could  be  gained :  no  sooner  was  a  cock 
heard  to  crow  than  tbej  fled  in  confusion,  fell  into  the  nets  <^ 
the  hunters,  and  I  soon  saw  eleyen  landed  on  the  opposite 
shore. 

One  was    stin   wanting  to  complete  the    usual  number. 
Heaven  and  earth  I  how  great  was  my  joj  when  I  recognised 
in  the  warrior   who  remained  after  his  companions,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  twelfth  lion,  the  rerj  person  who  (as 
Caramoossal  had  assured  me)  was  most  likely  to  effect  my 
daughter's  deliTerance.     I  flew  to  meet  him,  intending  to 
iliscoTer  myself,  and  request  him  to  proceed  to  Mount  Atlas 
without  a  moment's  delay.     But  my  kind  intentions  were  frus- 
trated.    Seeing  me  run  towards  him  open-mouthed,  he  rery 
naturally  concluded  that  I  meant  to  make  a  dinner  of  him ; 
and  under  this  persuasion  he  attacked  me  so  furiously,  that  I 
was  obliged  to  return  his  blows  in  my  own  defence.     Still  I 
eudeaToured  to  make  him  aware  of  his  mistake  ;  but  the  cock 
kept  crowing  so  loud,  and  his  female  companion  exerted  her 
hmgs  so  successfully,  that  the  knight  could  not  possibly  hear 
a  word  that  I  said  to  him.     At  length,  being  quite  out  of 
patience,  I  just  gave  him  a  scratch,  which  (I  thought)  would 
disable  him  fttnn  fighting  for  the  present ;  and,  in  order  to 
stop  the  noise  a  little,  I  made  bold  to  swallow  the  cock  at  a 
mouthful.     I  then  returned  to  my  antagonist ;  but,  without 
attending  to  the  signs  by  which  I  strove  to  express  that  I  had 
something  to  say  to  him,  he  very  uncivilly  chopped  off  my  left 
P^w.    Anguish  deprived  me  of  my  senses,  and  I  had  only  time 
to  pronounce  his  name  before  I  fainted  away.     During  my 
swoon  Caramoussal  (who,  to  do  him  justice,  never  discovered 
toy  danger  till  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  it)  conveyed  me  to  his 
grotto,  fixed  on  my  severed  hand  with  an  excellent  salve  of  our 
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mother's  own  composition^  and  I  liad  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
it  once  more  imited  to  my  arm.  Howeyery  I  long  felt  the 
effects  of  the  wound,  and  (as  you  see)  I  am  still  obliged  to 
carry  my  arm  in  a  sling. 

While  loss  of  blood  still  confined  me  to  my  bed,  Facardin, 
Prince  of  Ophir,  arrived  at  the  grotto,  bent  the  bow  of  Ulysses, 
and  finding  my  daughter  in  her  horrible  metamorphosis,  he 
positively  rejected  the  offer  of  her  hand.     He  also  despised  her 
advice,  not  to  drink  from  a  certain  enchanted  fountain  ;  the 
consequence  was,  that  his  heart  immediately  became  inflam- 
mable at  the  sight  of  every  female  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
80  singular  a  change  took  place  in  his  person,  as  in  the  eyes  of 
every  female  rendered  him  unavoidably  an  object  of  ridicule 
and  disgust.     Very  different,  therefore,  were  the  impressions 
produced  upon  them  by  a  second  interview.     Sapinella  had 
resumed  her  original  form,  and  the  Prince  was  struck  with 
admiration  at  her  beauty  ;  while  she,  on  the  other  hand,  could 
only  look  upon  him  with  the  most  violent  aversion.     Aware, 
however,  that  on  him  depended  her  strongest  hopes  of  deliver- 
ance, and  also  that,  during  their  temporary  separation,  he  had 
vanquished  Feridoun  in  single  combat,  and  had  actually  cut  off 
the  fatal  leg,  she  endeavoured  to  soften  the  severity  of  her 
countenance,  and  encouraged  her  lover  with  smiles  to  persevere 
in  the  adventure.     The  leg  was  served  up  to  him  ;  he  was  per- 
suaded to  begin  upon  it ;  he  had,  already  swallowed  several 
slices,  and  all  was  going  on  in  the  most  prosperous  manner 
imaginable,  when  Sapinella  felt  that  her  single  hour  of  beauty 
was  elapsed.     Shocked  at  the  thought  of  being  recognised  for 
the  woman  whose  deformity  had  already  excited  in  him  such 
strong  sentiments  of  disgust,  she  thought  it  best  to  make  her 
escape  before  the  transformation  could  take  place,  and  leave 
the  Prince  to  finish  his  nauseous  meal  by  himself.      Most 
unfortunate  were  the  consequences  of  her  ill-timed  vanity. 
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Se&Dg  her  run  away,  the  Prince  thought  proper  to  run  after 
her;  Peridonn  seized  his  mysterious  leg,  clapped  it  on  again, 
and  with  it  resumed  all  his  former  power.  He  then  raised  a 
wbirlwind,  which  rolled  Facardin  from  the  top  ci  the  mountain 
to  the  bottom,  and  thus  concluded  an  adventure  on  which  we 
had  so  long  grounded  our  strongest  expectations. 

They  say,  and  yery  truly,  that  misfortunes  nerer  come 
single.  It  was  soon  discoTored  that,  during  the  confusion 
occasioned  by  the  Prince  of  Ophir*s  yisit,  our  enemy  had  con- 
triTed  to  carry  off  the  Ulyssean  bow.  This  loss  almost  deprived 
the  poor  Astronomer  of  the  little  wits  which  Heaven  had  vouch- 
safed to  grant  him.  This  weapon  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
Sapinella's  deliverance,  and  to  recover  it  at  any  rate  was  an 
indbpensable  duty.  Fortunately,  the  Prince  of  Fez  (to  whom 
Feridonn  intrusted  it,  thinking  my  brother  less  likely  to  dis- 
cover the  place  of  its  concealment  when  in  the  podsession  of  a 
stranger,  than  to  regain  it  while  under  his  own  care)  disobeyed 
the  conunand  of  never  unlocking  the  chest  in  which  it  was 
deposited.  It  was  opened.  As  luck  would  have  it,  the 
hnperial  cock  (whom  Garamoussal  had  despatched  in  search  of 
t^e  bow)  was  at  that  moment  hovering  over  the  palace-gardens 
of  Seren^p.  Instantly,  he  darted  down,  carried  off  the  how, 
and  it  is  the  very  same  which  you  now  see  in  my  possession. 

No  sooner  was  I  recovered  from  my  wound,  than  Feridoun 
insisted  upon  my  reconmiencing  beast,  and  out  of  pure  spite 
and  ill  nature  transported  me  to  that  part  of  the  globe  which 
IS  at  the  greatest  distance  &om  Mount  Atlas.  Most  gladly 
would  I  have  returned  thither ;  but  I  was  ignorant  of  the  way, 
and  had  no  book  of  the  roads.  My  joy,  therefore,  was  bound- 
less when  the  King  of  Astracan  happened  to  send  me  under 
the  form  of  an  ourang-outang,  in  common  with  many  others 
of  my  species,  as  a. present  to  Garamoussal.  Feridoun's  spells 
^  prevented  that  enchanter  from  knowing  what  was  become 
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of  me.  He  could  only  discover,  that  after  altemaiely  aiwnmiBg 
the  appearances  of  an  hippopotamus,  an  armadillo,  and  a  to^ 
toiseshell  cat,  I  had  at  length  determined  upon  remaining  • 
monkey  for  the  rest  of  my  hestial  existence  ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  he  gave  all  who  wished  to  consult  him  to  understand 
that  a  present  of  those  animals  would  he  the  most  certain  means 
of  conciliating  his  protection ;  and  he  trusted  that  I  should, 
one  day  or  other,  he  included  in  the  numher  of  those  transmitted 
to  him. 

That  confidence  at  length  proved  well-founded  ;  I  reached 
the  grotto,  and  with  some  difficulty  Feridoun  was  prevailed 
upon  to  permit  my  residing  upon  Mount  Atlas,  as  also  to 
resume  my  original  form  during  the  whole  day  ;  it  was  that 
on  which  the  ambassadors  from  Astracan  had  their  audience 
of  Caramoussal.  They  had  been  very  polite  to  me  on  the 
road  ;  and  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  return  their  civilities  on 
their  way  back  again,  by  rescuing  them  from  two  or  three 
hundred  lions  (I  forget  the  exact  number)  who  had  the  imper- 
tinence to  make  a  party  to  breakfast  upon  the  ill-fated  amhas- 
sadors :  but  the  lions  soon  found  that  there  went  two  words  to 
that  bargain.  Aware  of  their  intention,  my  brother  despatched 
me  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  being  armed  with  the  Ulyssean 
bow  (which,  since  the  Prince  of  Ophir's  success,  required  no 
great  strength  to  use)  I  easily  defeated  the  assailants,  and 
rescued  my  friends. 

My  time  on  Mount  Atlas  passed  very  quietly  and  very  dnlly 
till  the  other  morning,  when  my  brother  accosted  me  with  a 
joyful  countenance. 

'<  I  have  at  length,"  said  he,  **  discovered  a  remedy  for  all 
our  misfortunes.  Hasten  to  the  Princess  of  Astracan ;  with 
her  you  will  find  Feridoun^  under  the  form  of  a  matron*  While 
he  is  off  his  guard,  take  an  opportunity  to  draw  blood  from 
him,  and  your  original  shape  will  be  immediately  restored. 
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LetT8  SapineUa's  de&tiiiy  to  my  care ;  the  emperor  will  imme- 
tfiatelj  transport  you  into  MouBseUina'B  presence  ;  mount  him, 
and  away !  " 

I  obeyed ;  Sapinella  obtained  permission  to  accompany  me 
bikfaer  for  the  sake  of  a  little  air  and  exercise.  Of  what  fol- 
Jowed,  my  dear  niece,  yon  haye  been  an  eye-witness ;  nor  will 
yott  be  surprised  at  the  emotion  produced  in  my  bosom  on 
beholding  these  beautiful  white  arms,  when  I  mention  that  I 
doubt  not  their  haying  formerly  been  the  property  of  my 
bdo?ed  and  imprudent  consort. 

With  another  flood  of  tears,  Fortimbrass  here  concluded  his 
tt^Beting  narratiye.  The  eyening  being  far  adyanced,  the 
princess  gaye  oyer  work.  Instantly  the  beautiful  arms  disap- 
pwred  with  the  third  spinning-wheel ;  the  two  first  were  again 
committed  to  my  custody.  Fortimbrass  embraced  his  niece  ;  she 
curtsied,  we  bowed,  and  the  assembly  broke  up  in  good  order. 

For  my  part,  I  followed  the  brother  Facardins  to  their  apart- 
ment, expecting  to  be  as  agreeably  entertained  with  the  history 
of  the  second  as  I  had  been  with  that  of  the  first.  Great, 
therefore,  was  my  disappointment,  when  on  my  requesting  him 
to  relate  his  adyentnres,  he  assured  me,  that  except  those  in 
ihe  crystal  island,  he  had  neyer  met  with  anything  extraor- 
^niary  in  the  whole  course  of  his  life. 

''What!  "  cried  I,  **haye  you  really  reached  the  age  of 
one-and-twenty  without  haying  once  been  turned  into  a  blue 
bev  or  a  ehina  tea-pot?  Are  you  really  unlucky  enough 
never  to  haye  seen  so  much  as  a  single  kingdom  transformed 
into  a  fish-pond?  neyer  to  haye  destroyed  a  single  black 
giant  or  fiery  dragon,  nor  rescued  from  some  sorcerer's  den 
two  or  three  dozen  of  bewitched  queens  and  metamorphosed 
pnnoesses  ?  The  moot  extraordinary  thing  that  I  eyer  heard 
of!    Why,  what  can  you  haye  been  doing  all  this  time  ?  *' 

*'  Just  what  other  people  do,"  answered  he ;  <'  I  ate  and 
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drank  a  good  deal,  made  love  occasionallj,  said  little,  thought 
less,  and  yawned  immoderatelj.  I  was  educated  in  Cappa- 
docia  ;  it  is  a  damned  stupid  country :  the  King  of  it  was  my 
guardian ;  he  was  a  damned  stupid  old  fellow.  I  thought 
books  a  bore,  and  regularly  played  truant ;  my  tutor  as  regu- 
larly chastised  me,  and  I  thought  flogging  a  greater  bore  than 
books.  I  set  out  on  my  travels,  bought  an  easy  palanquin, 
and  made  the  tour  of  Asia  with  my  eyes  shut.  I  nest  pre- 
pared to  pay  Africa  a  similar  visit.  I  embarked  on  board  a 
felucca  ;  my  hammock  was  a  very  good  one,  and  I  slept  there 
very  comfortably.  Unluckily,  a  violent  storm  woke  me  from 
a  sound  nap  ;  I  yawned,  rubbed  my  eyes,  and  was  drowned ; 
I  thought  this  the  greatest  bore  of  all.  The  rest  you  know ; 
and  I  shall  only  add,  that  Moussellina  has  made  an  impression 
on  my  heart  so  forcible,  that ** 

He  accompanied  his  love  confession  with  so  hearty  a  yawn, 
that  it  produced  an  instantaneous  drowsiness  upon  his  hearers. 
We  parted  for  the  night,  and  scarcely  had  I  thrown  myself  on 
my  couch,  before  I  fell  into  a  profound  slumber :  I  was  not 
long  permitted  to  enjoy  it. 

Midnight  was  already  past.  The  day  appointed  for  the 
laughing  contest ;  that  day,  so  long,  so  earnestly  expected ; 
that  day,  pregnant  with  Moussellina's  fate  and  with  the  conclu- 
sion of  so  many  wonderful  events  ;  that  day  was  now  already 
an  hour  old. 

'*  I  am  glad  of  it,  with  all  my  heart  and  soul,'*  cried  Schah- 
riar,  rubbing  his  hands  ;  "  now,  then,  we  shall  hear  whether 
the  Queen  of  Denmark  got  tacked  together  agun ;  who  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  the  crocodile,  and  making  the  Princess  laugh ; 
what  became  of  the  monkey  and  his  daughter ;  and  how  Mous- 
sellina almost  jumped  out  of  her  skin,  for  joy  at  getting  a  shift 
next  to  it.  Tell  away,  my  good  friend !  I  die  to  know  what 
happened  on  that  important  morning," 
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** Since yonr  Majesty,"  resamed  Treblzonde,  ''is  so  anxious 
to  inow  the  whole  affair,  I  hasten  to  inform  you  without  losing 
8  moment,  that  I  am  quite  ignorant  of  every  particular." 

"  The  de?il  yoa  are  !  "  exclaimed  the  Sultan,  jumping  bolt 
upright  in  his  bed. 

"  It  is  but  too  true  ! "  rejoined  Facardin ;  "  an  extraordinary 
accident  on  that  very  morning  compelled  me  to  quit  the  tents 
of  Astracan, 

'*  Your  Majesty  may  remember,  that  in  order  to  possess  the 
spinning-wheels,  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  them  voluntarily 
from  some  female  hand.  To  regain  these  treasures,  Feridoun 
had  craftily  enough  addressed  himself  to  Crystallina.  Per- 
ceiving  that  her  passion  for  the  tall  Facardin  (for  thus  is  he 
best  distinguished)  had  revived,  he  promised  to  make  her 
Empress  of  China,  and  (waving  his  own  claim  to  her  hand)  to 
^te  her  to  the  object  of  her  choice,  provided  she  would  stool 
the  talismans  from  my  charge,  and  put  them  once  more  in  his 
power.  To  make  this  proposal,  was  his  motive  for  visiting 
Kousaellina's  tent  that  evening.  Crystallina  had  observed 
with  much  displeasure  the  glances  which  passed  between  the 
Princess  and  her  former  admirer.  Love,  jealousy,  revenge, 
And  above  all  curiosity  to  know  whether  Facardin  was  much 
changed  since  their  parting, — all  these  motives  made  hcr 
eagerly  embrace  Feridoun's  offers. 

"  Accordingly,  during  my  absence  she  concealed  herself  in 
iDJ  chamber ;  and  scarcely  was  I  asleep  before  the  wheels 
were  in  her  possession.  Now  then  her  business  was  to  leave 
the  tent  as  quickly  as  possible ;  but  she  could  not  resist  her 
curiosity  to  know  whether  I  usually  slept  upon  my  back  or  on 
one  side.  For  this  purpose  she  deposited  the  talismans  on  the 
ground,  took  the  night-lamp,  and  softly  approached  my  couch. 
As  she  leaned  over  me,  a  drop  of  burning  oil  fell  on  my 
shoulder.     A  cry  of  pain  convinced  the  intruder  that  I  was 
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disturbed  ;  and,  hastily  dropping  the  lamp,  she  cauglit  up  the 
Bpinning-wiieels,  and  fled  frem  the  chamber.  She  fied  not 
unpursued  ;  the  importance  of  my  loss  flashed  upon  my  mind 
instantly  ;  I  started  from  my  eoneh,  and  foUow^ed  her ** 

**  Without  dressing  yourself?  "  exclaimed  Dinarzade  ;  *'  oh! 
monstrous !  No  wonder  that  Crystallina  ran  away  ;  in  such  a 
situation  I  should  have  out-stripped  the  winds  in  swiftness,  nor 
would  oyer  have  forgiven  you  for  not  staying  at  least  to  sEp  on 
a  bed-gown. 

"  Fair  I>inarzade,"  replied  the  Prince  smiMng,  **  your 
extreme  delicacy  has  taken  the  alarm  without  reason.  I  cer- 
tainly was  not  in  full  dress  ;  stiU  my  appearance  was  by  no 
means  so  terrible  as  your  lirely  fancy  pictures  it,  as  fr(«i 
infancy  I  hare  been  accustomed  to  sleep  in  a  waistcoat  and 
drawers  of  rose-coloured  taffeta.** 

*'  And  a  very  silly  custom  too  I  *'  observed  Dinaraade 
pettishly. 

"I  had  very  strong  reasons  for  ade^ing  it,'*  answered 
Facardin,  ''but  which  I  cannot  explain  to  you  at  present. 

Perhaps  a  time  may  come  when ,    But  I  proceed  with  my 

story,  which  now  approaches  its  conclusion,  t  pursued  the 
thief  so  swifbly,  that  I  overtook  her  at  the  entrance  of  the  tent ; 
there  Feridoun  was  waiting  for  her ;  but  befn-e  she  could  deliver 
the  talismans  into  his  hands,  I  fortunately  seized  and  pulled 
her  back  again  by  the  tail  of  her  shift.  To  obtain  the  wheels 
from  her  against  her  consent  I  well  knew  to  be  impossibJe.  All 
that  I  could  do  was  to  prevent  her  giving  them  to  the  Grenius ; 
this  I  for  some  time  effected,  by  contriving,  whenever  he  put 
himself  in  her  away,  to  whisk  her  suddenly  rouod  to  the  other 
side,  tilt  Feridoun,  losing  all  patience,  muttered  a  few  unintel- 
ligible words,  and,  twisting  his  hand  in  Crystailina's  Itmg 
tresses,  (which  a  gust  of  wind  happaied  to  bring  within  his 
reach,)  he  sprang  with  her  into  the  air  ;  and  as  I  persisted  in 
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detaming  Ii^  hj  ihe  aforesaid  cambric,  away  we  all  three  flew 
tegetLer,  to  tixe  infinite  surprise  and  terror  of  a  nuineroiia> 
audience,  attracted  by  the  noise  of  our  dispute. 

"  CrjBtaUina  screamed  so  loud,  that  it  was  quite  a  wonder ; 
nor  was  /  by  any  means  pleased  to  find  myself  hanging  in 
mid-air  by  s&  ticUtsh  a  dependence  as  the  taO  of  a  lady's  shift. 
Eoweyer,  I  did  not  retain  this  situation  long.  The  Genius, 
bsTiDg  as  little  taste  for  my  society  as  I  had  for  his,  drew  a 
krge  pair  of  shears  from  his  girdle,  snipped  off  the  |»ece  of 
linen  bj  wfaidx  I  was  holding,  and  restored  me  to  the  earth 
with  ibe  greatest  possible  expedition.  Down  I  came,  tumbling 
bead  oyer  heek  ;  but  long  before  I  reached  terra  finna,  I  had 
comj^etely  lost  my  senses. 

**  On  their  return,  I  was  not  a  little  sm*prised  to  find  myself  on 
a  B<i&  in  my  own  palace  at  Trebizonde.  A  yenerable  man  was 
liandbg  near  me,  in  whom  I  instantly  recognised  the  admirable 
Caramoussal." 

'*  Eecogiiised  him  ?  "  repeated  the  Sultan  ;  *'  why,  had  you 
CTcr  seen  him  before  ?  " 

"I'requent^,*'  answered  Facardin ;  "but  baring  been 
enjoined  by  him  nerer  to  reveal  what  has  passed  between  us, 
in  this  narrative  of  my  adventures  I  have  carefolly  avoided 
ioijching  upon  those  which  relate  to  the  Enchanter,  Suffice  it 
to  say,  tbat  I  was  not  surprised  to  hear  thai  I  was  indebted  to 
^  care  for  my  late  escape  firom  destruction.  He  also  inf(»ined 
me  that  he  had  at  length  discovered  the  only  certain  means  for 
eonelnding  the  misfortunes  of  his  family,  and  he  gave  me  full 
mstroetiona  as  to  the  part  which  I  was  destined  to  perform. 
T^  the  exeeuti<Hi  of  it  I  have  been  engaged  ever  smce.  Our 
Jf^  Bueeeeds.  Feridoun  is  our  dupe  completely ;  his  power 
^  Boon  be  at  an  end,  and  I  shall  then  relate  to  your  majesty 
^7  what  means  Oaramousaal  has  attained  his  object.  At 
{resent  you  must  excuse  my  not  saying  a  syllable  more  upon 
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the  subject^  and  I  baye  now  the  honour  to  leave  yon  at  the 
end  of  my  stoiy,  as  much  in  the  dark  as  joa  were  at  the 
begmning.'' 

The  Prince  was  silent ;  surprise  at  the  abrupt  conclusion  of 
his  history  for  some  moments  compelled  his  hearers  to  follow 
his  example,  but  Schahriar  at  length  recoyered  himself. 

"  And  so/*  said  he,  in  an  angry  voice,  **  and  so  you  really 
mean  to  leave  your  story  unfinished?  Now,  my  worthy  friend, 
have  the  goodness  to  listen  to  me  for  a  few  moments.  If  joa 
don't  instantly  and  on  the  spot  relate  every  tittle  that  has 
passed  between  you  and  that  old  he-witch  Caramonssai,  as 
I'm  a  sultan  and  a  sinner,  I'll  treat  you  no  better  than  if  jovl 
were  my  wife !  and  if  you  refuse  to  conclude  your  adventurea 
yourself,  never  may  I  speak  again,  if  I  don't  do  it  for  you 
with  two  yards  and  a  half  of  whip-cord :  now  that's  flat  1  '* 
and  at  the  same  time  clapping  his  hands,  he  called  the  guard 
of  black  eunuchs  into  the  chamber. 

Though  your  threats  cannot  alarm  me,"  replied  the  Prince, 

my  anxiety  to  gratify  your  majesty  induces  me  to  relate 
every  circumstance  which  I  can  possibly  disclose  with  safety. 
Know  then,  that  since  my  return  to  your  majesty's  dominions, 
no  sooner  does  the  clock  point  to  midnight  than — hark  I  it 
strikes  at  this  moment ! " — and  at  the  same  instant  a  loud 
burst  of  thunder  shook  the  room,  a  bright  flame  enveloped 
Facardin,  and  he  instantly  vanished  from  the  eyes  of  the 
astonished  spectators. 

Before  they  were  perfectly  recovered  from  their  surprise  at 
this  unexpected  incident,  the  door  of  the  royal  apartment  was 
suddenly  thrown  open,  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain  entering  in 
the  greatest  hurry  and  confusion,  put  the  following  letter  into 
the  Sultan's  hands  : — 

'' Oaramoussal,  Lord  of  Mount  Atlas,  presents  his  best 
compliments  to  the  Saltan  and  Sultana  of  the  Indies,  and 
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infonns  them,  that  if  not  inconyenient,  the  King  and  Queen  of 
DeDmark,  the  Kings  of  Astracan  and  Ophiri  Zemin  Prince  of 
Pez,  and  the  Emperor  of  China  with  his  two  sons,  intend 
having  the  honour  of  breakfasting  with  their  sublime  Majesties.'* 

Great  was  the  joy  of  Schahriar  and  the  two  beautiful  sisters 
at  this  promised  visit  of  such  illustrious  and  extraordinary 
personages.  Thej  were  expected  every  moment,  and  therefore 
no  time  was  to  be  lost  in-  preparing  for  their  reception.  The 
news  spread  through  the  palace  like  wild-fire,  and  never 
was  there  such  an  uproar  known  in  it  since  the  peculiar  taste 
of  the  first  Sultana  was  discovered.  In  five  minutes  all 
was  noise,  and  bustle,  and  confusion  ;  everybody  was  conscious 
that  on  this  important  occasion  a  great  deal  was  to  be  done, 
and  everybody  bad  so  much  to  do,  that  nobody  did  anything. 
Servants  ran  here  and  there,  backwards  and  forwards,  without 
knowing  of  what  they  were  in  search ;  lords  and  ladies  were 
seen  flying  about  in  all  directions,  some  full-dressed,  some 
half-dressed,  some  not  dressed  at  all ;  whoever  wanted  one 
thing  was  sure  to  get  another ;  Scherazade  asked  for  a  wash- 
hall,  and  they  brought  her  a  chaffing-dish  of  charcoal ;  and 
when  the  Grand  Vizier  called  for  his  court-going  slippers,  they 
crammed  his  mouth  with  a  buttered  muffin. 

In  spite  of  all  these  accidents,  the  royal  family  made  so 
much  expedition  that  they  were  ready  before  the  sentinels  (who 
"Were  stationed  on  the  loftiest  towers)  announced  the  approach 
of  a  numerous  and  brilliant  cavalcade.  Soon  after,  the  expected 
guests  entered  the  palace^  and  were  received  in  a  manner 
Buitable  to  their  distinguished  rank.  After  many  compliments 
W  passed  on  both  sides,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more 
polite  or  less  to  the  purpose,  the  whole  company  partook  of  an 
entertainment  truly  magnificent,  and  served  up  in  the  very  best 
^te.  Dinarzade  paid  particular  attention  to  the  appearance 
of  the  Queen  of  Denmark :  her  beautv  she  could  not  question  ; 
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Imt  slie  vriiispered  lier  sister — ''  that  tlie  poor  woman  kad  beett 
rerj  dumsilj  sewed  together,  and  that  she  plainlj  discoyered 
a  seam,  where  the  tailor  had  stitched  h^  nose  on."  She  also 
occasionally  touched  upon  the  subject  of  crooked  legs,  at  the 
same  time  taking  care  to  convince  the  company  that  her  own 
were  straight ;  oor  could  all  Scherazade's  frowns  prevent  ha 
from  declaring  aloud,  that  "long  petticoats  were  like  charity, 
and  frequently  covered  a  multitude  of  defects."  Luckily,  the 
Queen  of  Denmark  was  too  well  pleased  at  finding  herself  all 
of  a  piece  again,  to  suffer  these  hints  to  ruffle  her  temper,  and 
the  repast  was  finished  in  undisturbed  harmony. 

And  now  it  was  that  Schahriar  requested  to  be  informed  to 
what  occasion  he  was  indebted  for  the  honour  of  this  visit,  and 
what  adrentures  had  taken  place  »nce  the  Prince  of  Trebi- 
zonde's  departure  from  the  tents  of  Astracan.  Great  was  his 
surprise  and  pleasure,  when  Fortimbrass  assured  him  that  the 
Princes  of  China  were  no  othm*  than  the  brother  Facardins,  of 
whom  he  had  already  heard  so  much ;  and  Facardin  of  the 
Grotto  being  unanimously  requested  to  salisfy  the  Sultan's 
curiosity,  he  readily  combed,  and  commenced  as  follows : — 
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THE  GROTTO. 

It  is  needless  to  inform  you  (and  therefore,  following  the 
example  of  the  best  historians,  I  shall  not  £ail  to  relate  it)  that 
the  sudden  elopement  of  Trebizonde  and  lus  £air  companion 
occasioned  no  slight  surprise  and  sorrow.  As  for  MousseUinSy 
she  was  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  her  spinning-wheel,  and 
became  more  grave  than  ever,  which  was  a  great  discourage- 
ment to  her  illustrious  admirers.  My  brother  and  myself  did 
our  best  to  comfort  the  Princess,  to  whom  we  were  presented 
next  day  as  relations  by  our  good  uncle,  the  King  of  D^muurL 
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<«  The  King  jour  ande  ?  "  intemipted  Schahriar ;  oh  I 
aj !  yery  tnie !  But  pray,  my  dear  sir,  how  did  you  find  out 
this  connexion  ?  " 

'*  By  my  nose,"  answered  Facardia  of  the  Grotto. 

"  Yoor  nose ! ''  repeated  the  astonished  Sultan :  **  what, 
then^  did  you  know  your  undo  hy  his  smell  ?  Or  perhaps  you 
only  mean,  that  you  smelt  out  the  secret  ?  ** 

«<By  no  means,"   said  Facardin;   ^<the  fact  is,  that  the 

seeret  lay  hid  in  my  pocket-handkerchief.  Caramoussal  informs 

me,  that  you  hare  heard  from  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  dl 

that  passed  in  the  tei^  of  Astracan  j^vious  to  that  Prince's 

d^iarture.     DouhilesB,  you  must  remember  that  Fortimbraas 

mentioned  in  his  history  that  his  nephews,  the  two  Princes  of 

China,  had  their  noses  formed  of  so  delicate  a  texture,  as  only 

to  permit  their  udng  a  parti<»ilar  pocket-handkerchief.     The 

trutii  fiashed  xrpoji  me  the  very  first  time  tibat  I  blew  my  nose 

«fter  hearii^  this  remark ;  and  my  brother's  nostrils  proTing 

to  be  endowed  with  a  similar  sensibility,  we  boldly  claimed 

kindred  with  Fortimbrass  on  the  succeeding  day.    He  heard 

UB  with  attention,  recognised  our  pocket-handkerchiefs  to  have 

onee  been  his  mother's  (indeed,  they  were  still  marked  with  an 

H.  B.  at  ihe  comers,)  and  instantly  acknowledged  us  for  his 

nephews  m  the  most  gradous  manner  posdble. 

"  The  hour  appointed  hr  the  merry  e<mtest  arrived.  Though 
zny  heart  was  devoted  to  another,  I  still  entered  my  name  upon 
the  list  of  Mousseliina's  admirers,  bdng  tesolved  (in  ease  of 
sueeess)  to  resign  my  claim  in  favour  of  my  hrother,  upon  whom 
she  had  made  a  most  forcible  impiession.  The  Princess  took 
her  place ;  the  lots  were  drawn,  and  each,  as  his  name  was 
called,  advanced  to  attack  Monssellina  's  risible  muscles*  Several 
had  already  fuled ;  at  length  my  name  was  pijonounced,  and 
I  was  on  the  point  of  obeying  the  summons,  when  I  stopped  ea 
hearing  the  sound  of  a  trompet.     The  crowd  opened  to  ^ 
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right  and  left,  and  our  assembly  was  augmented  by  the  arrival 
oftheKingof  Ophii\" 

**  I  beg  ten  thousand  pardons  !  *'  said  Scherazade  ;  '*  but 
pray,  is  that  the  gentleman  ?  " 

"  The  very  same,"  replied  Facardin  ;  **  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  is  now  in  possession  of  the  crown  of  Ophir." 

"  Then  let  me  beg,"  she  continued,  "  that  before  you  go 
any  further,  we  may  hear  what  happened  to  him  in  Denmark." 

*'  Nothing  of  consequence/'  replied  the  King  of  Ophir  very 
politely.  '*0n  my  arrival  at  court,  I  found  that  the  King, 
Queen,  and  Princess  had  all  disappeared;  that  the  Prime 
Minister  had  usurped  the  crown  ;  -and  what  was  worse  than  all, 
that  the  Danish  ladies  have  the  largest  splay-feet  in  the 
imiverse." 

*'  Especially  those  whose  legs  are  bandy !  '*  said  Dinarzade; 
but  the  Sultan,  clapping  his  hand  before  her  mouth,  prevented 
her  observation  from  being  heard.  The  King  of  Ophir 
proceeded. 

**  Having  sought  in  vain  for  a  foot  that  would  £t  my  adorable 
slipper,  I  quitted  Denmark,  and  soon  after  encountered  the 
Prince  of  Trebizonde  !  After  having  had  the  misfortune  to  meet 
with  the  King  of  Astracan*s  orchestra,  (whose  taste  in  music  I 
must,  however,  confess  to  be  truly  original,)  I  wandered  from 
place  to  place,  occasionally  knocking  a  few  giants  on  the  head, 
and  now  and  then  killing  a  stray  dragon  or  two  ;  but  nothing 
unusual  happened  to  me,  till  I  reached  the  presence  of  Mous- 
sellina.  Here,  as  I  performed  a  principal  part,  and  as  modesty 
forbids  my  relating  my  exploits  myself^  I  must  request  the 
Prince  of  China  to  resume  his  narrative." 

Facardin  of  the  Grotto  complied  in  the  following  terms  :-^ 

Moussellina  rose  from  her  throne,  and  advanced  to  welcome 
her  royal  visitor.  No  sooner  did  the  king  behold  her,  than  his 
heart  (that  heart  so  easily  inflamed  !)  became  the  captive  of  her 
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ejes.  His  passion  was  too  violent  to  be  concealed  for  a 
moment :  throwing  himself  at  her  feet,  and  seizing  her  ivory 
hand — "  Angel!  Goddess !  Houri !  "  he  exclaimed  ;  '*  why  have 
you  left  your  celestial  abode  to  blind  with  the  radiance  of  your 
beanty  ?  ** — But  I  need  not  repeat  the  amorous  rhapsody  with 
which  he  favoured  us,  for  his  words  were  soon  drowned  in 
an  universal  shout  of  astonishment.  Conceive  our  feelings^ 
magnanimous  Schahriar !  No  sooner  did  the  kneeling  monarch 
commence  his  love-declaration  than  his  chin  began  to  lengthen, 
and  before  he  had  reached  the  end  of  his  £rst  sentence,  its 
extent  was  truly  wonderful  and  tremendous.  At  the  same  time 
an  infinite  number  of  little  horns  sprouted  from  evexy  part  of  it» 
variegated  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow. 

Heedless  of  this  circumstance,  the  king  still  continued  to 
declare  his  passion,  and  still  his  chin  continued  to  increase  its 
dimensions  ;  till  stretching  itself  quite  across  the  tent,  it  fairly 
lodged  itself  within  the  wide-extended  jaws  of  FortimbrasSy 
who  imluckily  stood  opposite  to  him,  gazing  at  this  unaccount- 
able phenomenon.  No  sooner  did  the  King  of  Denmark  find  his 
mouth  so  unexpectedly  invaded,  than  he  hastily  retreated,  but 
in  vain.  The  further  that  he  retired  the  longer  the  chin  grew, 
nor  could  he  fiy  half  so  fast  as  his  persecutor  followed.  By 
this  time  the  tip  of  this  preposterous  feature  had  actually  found 
its  way  into  his  throat ;  the  horns  tickled  him  terribly  ;  and  as 
it  did  not  yet  seem  to  have  reached  its  full  growth,  he  began  to 
entertain  serious  apprehensions  of  being  spitted  upon  his  neigh- 
bour's chin  like  a  woodcock.  Greatly  alarmed,  he  tried  every 
imaginable  means  to  effect  his  escape  ;  and  you  will  easily  con- 
ceive that  the  postures  into  which  he  threw  himself  for  this 
purpose,  afforded  no  less  mirth  to  the  spectators  than  his  perse- 
cutor's perseverance  in  pleading  his  passion  (apparently  quite 
tnconscious,  or  quite  careless,  as  to  what  his  chin  was  about) 
excited  surprise.      But  greatly  was  that  smprise  increased. 
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when  oyereome  by  her  uncle's  ridicnloos  distress^  by  the  strange 
and  grotesque  cont(Ktions  of  his  monstrous  month,  and  (above 
ftU)  by  the  eingnlarity  of  her  admirer's  making  lore  with  his 
ehin  in  another  mans  stomach,  Moussellina,  for  the  first  time 
in  her  life,  burst  into  a  yiolent  fit  of  laughter,  and  threw  heraeif 
back  in  her  dlbow-chair  to  indulge  her  merriment  at  her  ease ! 

Fortimbrass  could  endure  his  situation  no  longer.  Finding 
himself  the  jest  of  the  whole  assembly,  and  alarmed  at  the 
length  of  this  embarrassing  adventure,  to  which  he  literally 
could  see  no  end,  he  suddenly  gnashed  his  teeth  together, 
snapped  off  a  great  piece  of  the  introding  chin,  and  then 
unclosing  his  monstrous  jaws,  he  spit  out  at  the  least  three 
yards  and  a  quarter.  Instantly,  the  remainder  of  the  stranger's 
chin  shrunk  to  its  natural  size  ;  no  blood  issued  from  the  wound, 
nor  was  there  any  vestige  of  the  bite.  On  the  contrary,  the 
King  of  Ophir  seemed  to  awaken  as  from  a  dream.  He  gased 
around  him  with  a  look  of  astonishment,  rose  hastily  from  his 
knees,  and  after  examining  Moussellina  with  an  indifferent 
air,  he  made  her  a  cold  bow  and  retired  from  die  circle. 

As  if  willing  to  make  up  for  lost  time,  the  Princess  laughed 
for  three  quarters  of  an  hour  without  ceasing ;  then  suddenly 
recollecting  hersdtf,  she  burst  into  tears,  and  cried  for  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  more.  She  had  imbibed  a  sincere  affec- 
tion for  my  brother,  and  could  not  r^ect  without  inezpressiUe 
sorrow  that  her  mirth  had  made  her  the  property  of  the  King 
of  Ophir.  Her  grief  was  shared  by  her  disapp<Mnted  admirers. 
Universal,  therefore,  was  the  satisfactiim,  when  the  King  of 
Ophir  advanced  and  addressed  her  as  follows : — 

**  Weep  not,  fair  Princess,  nor  suspect  me  <^  wishing  to 
force  your  affections  by  insisting  on  a  claim  whose  nature  I 
Cfmsider  as  degrading  both  to  you  and  to  myself.  Never  wiil 
I  gain  my  bride  by  the  tal^it  <^  making  myself  ridiculous ;  and 
when  I  marry,  I  hope  to  owe  the  heart  of  my  mistress  to  the 
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BtreDgth  ci  my  attftchment,  not  to  the  length  of  my  chin ;  but 
Wore  I  proceed,  let  me  thank  your  illiiBtriouB  wicle  for  the 
service  which  he  has  rendered  me,  in  mapping  off  a  part  of 
that  preposterous  feature.  DoubtleaB,  the  enchanted  water, 
whidi  I  drank  upon  l£oant  Atlas,  rendered  my  heart  Bttseep* 
tible  of  lore  at  the  sight  of  eyery  female,  and  also  increased 
the  dimensions  of  my  chin,  whenerer  I  was  under  the  influence 
of  the  tender  passion.  No  wonder  that  my  addresses  met  with 
so  little  success  I  Though  I  was  not  aware  of  it  myself,  this 
p^^onal  enormity  must  certainly  have  rendered  me  a  disgpist- 
ing  object  in  the  eyes  of  the  numerous  beauties  at  whose  feet 
I  hare  sighed.  I  now  feel  that  the  spell  is  broken  which 
kindled  these  fictitious  flames  in  my  bosom.  I  feel,  too,  that 
eren  your  charms,  £ur  Princess,  transcend^it  as  they  are, 
cannot  banish  the  remembrance  of  the  lorely  huntress  of  the 
grotto.  For  myself,  then,  I  hawe  only  to  request  that  you  will 
try  on  this  slipper ;  in  return  for  which  condescension,  I  here 
renounce  my  claim  to  your  hand,  declaring  that  he  only  whose 
valour  can  succeed  in  killing  the  crocodile  is  worthy  the  posses- 
don  of  such  inestimable  beauty." 

A  shout  of  applause  followed  this  generous  speech ;  the  rivals 
eagerly  acc^ted  the  proposal;  but  the  Prince  of  Fez  (who  must 
hloah  to  hear  me  mention  that  3Coussellina's  superior  charms 
had  made  him  foiget  his  engagements  to  the  Princess  Nour) 
was  partieulady  delighted ;  and  his  head  being  stiQ  fall  o£  the 
fictitious  character  which  he  was  dressed  to  play,  he  clapped 
his  £BkIse  wii^,  and  crowed  thrice  with  such  precise  imitation, 
that  an  eagle  mistook  him  for  a  real  cock,  and  pouncing  hnn 
in  her  talons,  bore  him  away  with  the  greatest  celerity. 

The  spectators  were  petrified  with  grief  and  surprise,  all  but 
the  King  of  O^iir.  Snatching  the  bow  and  quiver  with  which 
Fortimbrass  was  furnished,  he  despatched  an  arrow,  which 
pierced  the  robber  throngh  and  through,  and  she  instantly 
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released  her  prey.  Down  tumbled  the  Prince ;  all  ran  in  hopes 
of  catching  him  ;  but  before  he  either  reached  us  or  the  ground, 
out  of  the  river  rushed  the  enormous  crocodile,  receiyed  him  ia 
his  jaws,  and  bolted  him  as  if  he  had  been  an  oyster.  The 
monster  was  now  for  retreating  ;  but  eager  to  assert  his  claim 
to  Moussellina,  one  of  her  admirers  was  already  prepared  to 
attack  him.  Alas  !  he  soon  followed  the  unfortunate  Zemin. 
Other  combatants  still  succeeded,  and  were  all  lodged  succes- 
sively in  the  same  dwelling-house,  which  appeared  to  be  won- 
derfully capacious.  My  brother  held  out  longer  than  the  rest ; 
nor  were  we  quite  without  hopes  of  his  ultimate  success,  till 
the  monster  suddenly  gave  him  so  terrible  a  gash  with  a  nail 
belonging  to  one  of  his  hinder  feet,  that  he  sank  on  the  earth 
bleeding  and  insensible.  Moussellina  screamed  and  fainted. 
Far  different  were  the  emotions  of  the  King  of  Ophir.  His 
face  was  instantly  flushed  with  joy ;  and  rushing  upon  the 
crocodile,  (who  was  busy  in  swallowing  my  brother,  and  being 
embarrassed  by  one  of  the  spurs,  which  stuck  in  his  throat, 
perceived  not  the  approach  of  this  fresh  antagonist,)  he  seized 
him  by  the  left  leg,  and  chopped  it  off  at  a  single  blow. 

A  shout  of  joy  applauded  the  action  ;  but  amazement  again 
chained  us  in  silence,  when  we  saw  the  monarch  lift  the  bleed- 
ing member  to  his  mouth  and  swallow  a  large  piece  of  it.  With 
screams  of  rage  the  monster  pursued  him  ;  but  being  obliged 
to  hop  along  upon  three  legs,  he  overtook  him  not  till  the  King 
had  fairly  devoured  every  bit  of  it  except  the  bone.  The  great 
toe  formed  the  last  mouthful ;  and  no  sooner  did  it  enter  the 
King  of  Ophir's  lips  than  an  enormous  volume  of  fire  and  smoke 
issued  from  the  crocodile's,  who  instantly  fell  lifeless  upon  the 
ground. 

We  ran  eagerly  and  with  one  consent  to  inspect  the  monster. 
Conceive  our  surprise  at  discovering  him  to  be  composed  of 
nothing  but  painted  pasteboard !     That  such  a  machine  could 
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liare  swallowed  eyen  so  much  as  MoasseUina'B  shift,  not  to 
JDention  men,  women,  and  children,  appeared  to  us  scarcely 
possible  ;  but  the  President  of  the  Royal  Astracanical  Socie^ 
preyed  to  ns,  by  arguments  quite  incontrovertible,  that  it  was 
not  only  possible,  but  extremely  natural,  for  pasteboard  not 
merely  to  swallow^  but  eyen  to  masticate;  and  he  was  pro- 
ceeding to  discuss  the  subject  of  digestion,  if  Moussellina'a 
ladies  had  not  begged  him  in  all  loye  not  to  meddle  with  that 
part  of  the  question. 

The  discussion  was  interrupted  by  certain  indistinct  sounds 
issmng  from  the  animal's  carcase.  Moussellina  screamed  out 
in  a  fright,  that  it  certainly  must  proceed  from  a  little  brood  of 
BQcking  pastelH)ard  crocodiles ;  but,  imterrified  by  this  idea, 
ihe  King  of  Ophir  instantly  ripped  up  the  belly,  and  we  beheld 
within  it  a  table  elegantly  set  out,  brilliantly  illuminated,  and 
sorrounded  by  a  numerous  company  of  both  sexes. 

I  need  not  inform  your  majesty  that  these  werie  no  other 
than  the  knights  and  ladies  whom  the  monster  had  at  different 
times  imprisoned  in  his  capacious  maw.  Tou  will  also  suppose 
that  this  discoyery  greatly  increased  our  satisfaction,  and  with 
eveiy  moment  did  fresh  sources  of  joy  present  themselves. 
The  crocodile*s  jaws  were  considerably  wider  than  those  of 
Portimbrass,  and  no  sooner  did  the  Danish  monarch  make  this 
YeiDark  than  he  felt  his  mouth  contract  to  its  natmral  size :  the 
whole  combat  having  been  effected  by  magical  illusion,  my 
brother's  wounds  existed  only  in  idea ;  and  now,  to  complete 
Moussellina's  felicity,  the  King  of  Ophir  addressed  her  aa 
Mows: — 

"  Again,  lovely  Princess,  am  I  become  the  arbiter  of  your 

destiny  ;  but  I  shall  only  use  my  rights  to  lay  them  at  your 

•  feet.      Survey  this  illustrious  assembly;   select  from  it  the 

happy  object  of  your  choice  ;  nor  do  I  now  despair  of  obtaining 

the  object  of  mine.     Prince  Zemin's  aerial  expedition  makes 
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me  hope  that  I  have  found  the  fijing  cock ;  the  mosstrDits  nail 
aaanres  me  that,  in  deTouring  the  erocodile's  leg,  I  finiahed 
tise  nanseoQft  meal  commeneed  upon  Mount  Atlas  ;  and,  as 
I  have  now  performed  everj  condition  imposed  bj  the  im 
huntress — " 

''  Except  one ! "  exclaimed  a  shiill  Yoke  in  the  air  ;  and,  on 
looking  upwards,  we  hehdid  the  Matron  of  Mount  Atlas  mounted 
CMi  the  beautifid  cock,  who  in  a  few  seconds  reached  the  ground. 
"  You  forget,  sir  knight,"  she  continued,  "  that  the  possession 
cf  jour  mistress  is  attached  to  mine,  and  out  of  pure  compas- 
tton  I  am  now  come  hither  to  offer  jou  mj  hand  for  the  lasi 
time.*' 

,  A  shudder  of  disgust  was  the  King  of  Ophir's  answ^,  and 
he  turned  away,  at  tlie  same  time  corering  his  face  with  his 
hands.  Everj  one  was  eager  to  inform  him  that  the  matron 
and  his  fair  huntress  were  one  and  the  same  person ;  but  the 
ladj  herself  prevented  us. 

"  Why,  the  man  must  be  crazy ! ''  she  resumed.  "  King  of 
Oj^ir,  cast  upon  me  one  look  more,  and  then,  if  you  choose, 
reject  me  for  erer  !  " 

Scarcely  had  she  ceased  to  speak,  when,  in  place  of  the 
eock  and  the  matron,  we  b^eld  a  damsel  of  admirable  beauty, 
leaning  upon  the  arm  of  a  stranger,  whose  dress  sufficiently 
announced  the  Emperor  of  China.  Every  one  expressed  their 
fls&tisfaction  at  the  disendiantment  of  these  illnstrioos  perscws ; 
my  fatibter  embraced  my  brother  and  myself  moirt  affectionately, 
and  Fortimbrass  rewarded  the  King  of  Ophir's  serrices  by 
presenting  him  with  his  daughter's  hand  ;  while  MousseUina 
declared  her  election  of  my  f<Htunate  brother.  The  hour  grow- 
ing late,  the  princess  requested  Fortimbrass  to  take  charge  of 
the  emperor's  ftceommodatifms,  and  insisted  on  sharing  ha 
own  apartment  with  Sapine^la. 
.    The  assembly  now  broke  up :  we  all  retired  ia  hi^  sjHrits. 


■^»" 
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Alu  I  of  how  short  duraiion  was  our  felicit j  I  SnddoDly  we 
w&e  alarmed  bj  a  loud  crj  ;  it  isaued  from  the  tent,  in  which 
we  had  that  moment  left  the  two  prineeasea,  and,  on  turning 
roimd,  what  was  our  agouj  at  percuving  it  rising  into  the  air. 
Bj  the  light  of  the  mo<m  we  could  distinguiah  the  affirighted 
ladies,  who  were  tearing  their  flowing  locks  and  beating  their 
ifOfj  bosoms:  the  tent  c<mtinued  to  ascend,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  disappeared  entirely. 

Our  joy  was  now  conyerted  into  sorrow :  the  two  royal 
brothers  tore  out  their  hair  by  handfiils.  As  for  the  King  (A 
Ophir,  he  drew  his  sword,  and  protested  that  he  would  not  live 
anoiher  moment ;  and  we  were  too  much  occupied  with  our 
own  feelings  to  proTent  him  from  executing  his  threats. 
Luckily,  a  powerM  ann  suddenly  wrested  the  weapon  from 
bis  grasp :  it  was  the  arm  of  no  leas  a  personage  than  the 
admirable  Caramoussal. 

''Hold,  King  of  Ophir,"  said  he:  '<know  that  I  hare 
w^fully  thrown  the  prineesaes  into  Feridoun's  hand,  and  I  trust 
that  tius  transient  evil  will  soon  produce  a  lasting  good.  The 
loss  of  his  endbanted  leg  has  greatly  diminished  the  power  of 
our  foe,  and  I  can  now  enter  the  lists  with  him  on  equal 
terms  ;  nay,  I  can  even  visit  the  crystal  island  unknown  to 
him,  and  in  consequence  can  at  length  execute  a  design  which 
I  hare  long  meditated.  In  the  mean  while,  let  all  concerned 
hasten  to  the  court  of  India ;  there  will  I  meet  you  on  the  first 
of  April,  and  make  each  happy  in  the  possession  of  his  respec- 
tive wishes.  Yet,  befcM'e  we  part,  let  me,  in  one  respect  at 
least,  restore  tranquilltty  to  my  royal  brother  of  Denmark." 

Thus  saying,  he  drew  from  beneath  his  robe  the  well-known 
green  T^vet  bag :  on  opoiing  it,  legs,  arms,  hands,  and  hipa 
niled  out  in  promiseuous  confusion.  The  enchanter  arranged 
tiiem  in  proper  order,  took  out  a  needle  and  thread,  stitched 
the  dii^ointed  limbs  together,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour 
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Fortimbrass  clasped  once  more  in  his  arms  his  lovelj  consort 
This  difficult  task  Caramonssal  performed  so  neatly  as  to  con* 
vince  us  that  his  mother  had  quite  mistaken  the  bent  of  his 
genius,  and  by  making  him  a  very  indifferent  musician  had 
depriTcd  the  world  of  an  admirable  tailor. 

Caramoussal  then  disappeared.  We  obeyed  his  orders,  and 
have  reached  your  court  on  the  appointed  first  of  April 
Doubtless,  the  Enchanter  will  soon  arriTe,  and  till  then 
inexpressible  will  be  our  impatience  for  the  solution  of  all  these 
mysteries. 

Facardin  of  the  Grotto  was  ollent.  Schahriar  returned  his 
thanks,  and  then  inquired  of  the  Prince  of  Fez — "  How  he 
liked  his  abode  in  the  crocodile's  stomach,  and  whether  being 
eaten  was  not  a  yery  comical  sensation  ?  " 

'<  The  whole  of  that  affair,'*  answered  Zemin,  "  was  a  mere 
magical  delusion.  The  crocodile  was  nothing  more  than  an  in- 
genious machine,  whose  springs  Feridoun  understood  well  how  to 
manage,  and  whose  interior  served  him  as  a  place  of  confinement 
for  his  prisoners.  In  making  those  prisoners,  his  object  was  to 
gain  possession  of  the  persons  of  the  four  illustrious  Facardins, 
on  one  of  whom  (as  he  had  lately  discovered)  his  own  destiny 
in  a  great  measure  depended,  and  events  have  proved  that  one 
to  be  the  King  of  Ophir.  But  as  he  had  no  particular  enmity 
against  them,  he  always  was  obliging  enough  to  hurt  his 
captives  as  little  as  possible  in  swallowing  them,  and  suffered 
them  to  want  for  no  accommodation  which  the  crocodile's 
stomach  could  afford.  For  my  own  part,  I  was  not  a  little 
surprised  when,  after  rolling  down  the  monster's  throat,  I 
found  myself  in  a  spacious  hall,  well-lighted,  and  occupied  by 
a  numerous  company.  Soon  afterwards  a  splendid  entertain- 
ment was  served  up  ;  two  ladies  (whose  names  I  learnt  to  be 
Cadiga  and  Harpiana,  ugly  as  ourang-outangs,  but  ei^tremely 
well-bred)  did  the  honours  of  the  table ;  and  it  is  but  doing 
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the  cook  justice  to  say,  that  I  never  ate  a  better  dinner*  The 
Eing  of  Ophir,  however,  made  us  rise  in  the  middle  of  the  first 
course,  and,  I  believe,  none  of  the  guests  were  sony  to  find 
themselves  once  more  in  open  day-light." 

By  this  time»  evening  was  at  hand ;  night  shut  in :  still 
Garamoussal  gave  no  signs  of  his  approach  I  The  illustrious 
strangers  now  began  to  be  extremely  uneasy.  The  uneasiness 
was  greatly  increased,  when  Dinarzade,  recollecting  the  par- 
ticular month  and  day,  clapped  her  hands  together  and  declared 
— ''  that  the  Enchanter  had  certainly  sent  them  all  the  way  to 
Delhi,  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  April  fools  of  them ! " 
— This  assertion  gained  additional  credit  with  every  succeeding 
minute ;  gradually  all  became  impatient,  captious,  and  ill- 
tempered  ;  there  was  no  abusive  epithet  which  they  did  not 
liberally  bestow  on  the  author  of  this  ill-timed  joke,  and  they 
were  on  the  point  of  giving  up  the  business  in  despair,  when 
Fortimbrasa  exclaimed,  that  his  brother  certainly  was  at  hand. 
In  fact,  a  large  ball  of  fire  was  discernible  in  the  air,  and  all 
hastened  into  the  palace-garden,  in  order  to  observe  it  more 
distinctly. 

It  descended  with  rapidity,  and  they  now  beheld  a  throne 
apparently  formed  entirely  of  clustered  diamonds,  and  supported 
upon  the  shoulders  of  an  innumerable  quantity  of  flying  tigers^ 
each  of  whom  carried  a  carbuncle  in  his  mouth  by  way  of  a 
flambeau.  On  the  throne's  summit,  in  a  chair  composed  of 
gold  and  rubies,  sat  the  victorious  Garamoussal.  At  his  feet 
were  placed  four  damsels,  magnificently  attired,  and  veiled 
from  liead  to  foot.  At  the  base  of  the  throne,  a  monstrous 
one-legged  giant  lay  extended,  his  hands  bound  with  a  strong 
cord,  and  his  face  distorted  by  fiiry  into  such  horrible  grimaces^ 
that  no  sooner  were  Garamoussal  and  his  companions  on  terra 
firma,  than  the  ladies  one  and  all  requested  to  be  relieved  from 
so  disagreeable  a  sight.    In  this  request,  Schahriar  (who  at 
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the  first  glance  recognised  tlie  Giant  of  the  Ocean,  and  in  con- 
sequence  trembled  in  every  limb,)  joined  most  lieartilj.  The 
Enchanter  complied ;  on  his  muttering  a  few  words,  tlie 
diamond  wall  opened,  the  Giant  sank  into  it,  and  the  throne 
zising  again  into  the  air,  soon  disappeared  with  its  odions  inmate. 

GaramoTMsal  having  paid  his  first  compliments  to  the 
assembly,  begged  leave  to  introduce  his  travelling  companions. 
One  of  the  damsels  had  not  waited  for  that  ceremony  :  on  her 
first  landing,  she  threw  aside  her  veil,  and  hastened  to  embrace 
the  Prince  of  Fez. 

**  Is  it  you,  charming  Nour  ?  "  exclaimed  Zemin,  in  whom 
the  sight  of  her  improved  channs  rekindled  his  early  afiection ; 
*'  are  you  then  mine  once  more,  and  can  you  forgive  my  vaxprn- 
donable  inconstancy  ?  " 

*'  Reflect  on  the  dangers  to  which  my  curiosity  has  exposed 
you,"  replied  Nour,  **  and  you  will  find  that  I  too  have  many 
pardons  to  ask.  Then  let  all  be  forgotten ;  let  me  but  hold  the 
first  place  in  your  heart,  and  I  shall  be  content  to  hold  only  the 
fourth  in  beauty." 

Zemin  forbore  to  answer,  on  perceiving  Caramoussal  approach 
with  another  of  the  damsels,  whose  veil  he  raised. 

<'  'Tis  MouBsellina !  "  exclaimed  in  one  breath  her  lover  and 
the  King  of  Astracan,  and  they  hastened  to  receive  her. 

The  third  stranger  now  advanced,  and  was  unveiled  in  the 
same  manner. 

**  'Tis  Sapinella !  "  cried  both  Fortimbrass  and  the  King  of 
Ophir,  and  clasped  her  alternately  to  their  bosoms. 

Every  eye  was  now  bent  on  Caramoussal's  fourth  oompamon. 
Who  could  she  possibly  be  ?  The  Enchanter  led  her  f<Hward ; 
he  lifted  har  veO,  and  Facardin  of  the  Grotto  beheld  with 
rapture  the  original  of  his  beloved  miniature. 

**  }iepcY  upon  me !  "  screamed  out  Dinarzade :  *'  let  me  die^ 
but  it 's  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  1  *' 
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*'No,  loYely  Dinarzade,"  said  the  stranger,  whfle  with  a 
fimile  she  extended  her  hand ;  **  were  I  indeed  a  Prince,  as  I 
once  seemed  to  be,  and  as  jon  once  thought  me,  mj  sentiments 
towards  jou  would  be  yery  different.  At  present,  I  can  only 
say,  that  what  you  so  generously  bestowed  in  lore  upon  the 
Prince  Facardin,  shall  be  most  amply  returned  in  friendship  by 
the  Princess  Facardina !  " 

Dinarzade  blushed  not  a  little  at  this  speech,  but  the  com- 
pany were  too  much  occupied  to  notice  her  oonfuMon.  They 
joined  in  pressing  the  Enchanter  to  unravel  this  mysterious 
buainesB,  imd  he  gratified  them  without  loss  of  time* 


HISTORY  OP  THE  ENCHANTER,  CARAMOUSSAL. 

I  SHALL  begin  by  informing  you  that  besides  her  three  sonSt 
Uergian-Banou  was  the  mother  of  a  daughter,  whom  at  an 
early  age  she  gave  in  marriage  to  the  Prince  of  TrebiEonde« 
and  having  done  this,  she  troubled  her  head  no  more  about  her. 
In  truth,  Zemira's  beauty  was  no  recommendation  in  the  eyes 
of  a  mother,  who  had  not  withdrawn  her  own  claims  to  admira- 
tion :  but  I  need  not  describe  my  sister,  unce  you  behold  in 
her  dau^ter  Facardina  her  living  image.  It  was  indeed, 
continued  he,  addressing  his  discourse  to  Facardin  of  the 
Grotto ;  it  was  indeed  Zemira's  picture,  which  you.  Prince, 
found  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  where  it  had  just  been  lost 
by  Facardina's  secretary.  Thus,  therefore,  is  the  oracle 
ex^ained,  which  gave  you  so  much  alarm  ;  and  I  am  happy  to 
umoonce,  that  although  the  original  of  that  miniature  never 
can  \^  yours,  you  will  possess  in  Facardina  her  mother's  exact 
counterpart. 

My  boolLS  had  infoimed  me  that  the  ultimate  happiness  of 
my  fjamOy  would  in  a  great  measure  depend  upon  a  Prince 
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born  upon  a  particular  day,  and  who  should  bear  the  singular 
name  of  Facardin.     The  day  arrived  :  the  Empress  of  China 
produced  male  twins,  and  the  Queen  of  Astracan  a  son  and  a 
daughter.     Now  then  I  was  strangely  perplexed  to  find  out 
which  of  these  three  boys  was  the  Prince  in  question.     I  con- 
sulted my  book  in  Tain ;  and  at  length,  fearing  to  miss  the 
right  one,  I  desired  that  all  three  might  bear  the  appellation  of 
Facardin.     My  brother  made  no  difficulty  in  obliging  me  ;  but 
it  seems  the  Queen  of  Astracan  on  her  death-bed  had  made 
her  husband  solemnly  promise  that  her  son  should  be  called 
after  his  maternal  grandfather,  and  this  promise  neither  prayers 
nor  menaces  could  prevail  on  him  to  break.     As  it  was  on  this 
boy  that  I  founded  (and  that  very  justly)  my  strongest  expecta- 
tions, I  was  obliged  to  take  advantage  of  a  fire  in  the  palace  of 
Astracan  to  steal  him  away,  and  to  commit  him  to  the  care  of 
the  wise  ELing  of  Ophir,  by  whom  (under  the  name  of  Facardm) 
he  was  brought  up  as  his  own.     But  it  is  now  time  that  he 
should  resume  his  original  appellation.     Beceive,  then,  from 
my  hands.  King  of  Astracan,  a  son  whose  exploits  have  already 
proved  him  worthy  of  such  a  father ;   nor  need  you,  lovely 
Sapinella,  hesitate  any  longer  to  look  upon  him  as  your  hus- 
band.    The  stars,  indeed,  forbade  your  union  with  Facardin  of 
Ophir  ;  but  (though  planetary  laws  permitted  me  not  to  reveal 
the  secret)  know,  the  lover  who  now  kneels  at  your  feet  is  in 
fact  Zalmoreddin,  Prince  of  Astracan. 

Two  years  elapsed,  when  I  received  intelligence  that  my 
sister  had  lost  her  husband,  but  was  hourly  expected  to  produce 
an  heir  to  the  principality  of  Trebizonde.  I  hastened  to  con- 
sult the  stars  respecting  this  unborn  infant.  I  found  that  it 
would  be  the  most  beautiful  girl  in  the  univf ^^se  :  but  that» 
should  she  ever  fall  into  Feridoun's  power,  the  total  destruction 
of  our  family  would  ensue.  Instantly  my  mother's  injunction 
respecting  the  three  most  beautiful  Princesses  flashed  upon  my 
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mind  I  Mj  niece  evidently  would  be  one  of  them  ;  and  it 
struck  me  that,  while  I  kept  her  out  of  his  hands,  he  could  not 
posinblj  execute  his  evil  designs  in  their  whole  extent.  This 
reflection  made  me  advise  my  sister  to  breed  up  her  daughter 
as  a  boy ;  and,  the  more  to  mislead  Feridoun,  I  bestowed  on 
my  infant  niece  the  same  name  which  I  had  already  given  to 
her  cousins.  I  was  obeyed  in  every  particular  ;  though,  during 
her  visit  to  tlie  Crystal  Island,  Eacardina  was  on  the  very  brink 
of  discovery.  Nothing,  indeed,  but  the  terror  of  the  sword 
which  she  carried  with  her  into  the  bath,  and  with  which  she 
solemnly  vowed  to  make  the  head  fly  from  the  shoulders  of  any 
one  who  should  dare  to  peep  at  her  before  she  had  slipped  on 
her  dressing-gown,  could  have  prevented  her  sex  from  being 
ascertaiued  by  the  prying  eyes  of  Crystallina's  attendants. 

As  it  happened,  every  thing  succeeded  to  my  wish  ;  Facar- 
dina's  secret  was  unsuspected ;  Feridoun,  having  vainly 
endeavoured  to  discover  the  third  Princess,  persuaded  himself 
at  length  that  the  fault  was  in  his  magic  lantern,  and  that 
the  Princess  of  Serendip  was  in  fact  the  person  of  whom  he 
had  been  so  long  in  search.  This  was  what  I  had  expected, 
and  wished.  No  sooner  was  he  thoroughly  possessed  with  this 
belief,  than  I  suffered  him  not  only  to  get  possession  of  Mous- 
sellina  and  Sapinella,  but  even  of  the  third  spinning-wheel, 
Feridoun  now  reckoned  himself  secure  of  victory.  He  imme* 
diately  set  his  fair  captives  to  work ;  terror  obliged  them  to 
obey ;  and  he  flattered  himself  that  he  should  soon  be  master 
of  the  wonderful  cord,  so  long  and  so  ardently  desired.  But 
he  was  not  aware  that  every  night,  as  soon  as  he  retired  to 
i^st,  I  transported  Facardina  to  the  Crystal  Island,  where 
she  occupied  the  place  of  Nour  at  the  third  wheel,  Ai\ 
enchanted  water  rendered  sleep  unnecessary  for  the  Prin- 
cesses ;  the  cord  spun  during  the  Giant's  sleep  was  regularly 
put  into  my  hands  at  daybreak ;  and  when  Feridoun  entered 
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the  room,  he  found  his  three  captives  husj  at  their  work,  and 
everjthiDg  in  perfect  order. 

Last  night  saw  their  magic  lahonrs  completed.  The 
important  cord  was  of  a  length  sufficient  to  readi  from  the 
summit  of  Mount  Atlas  to  the  surface  of  the  sea ;  and  so  weSL 
was  I  pleased  at  receiving  the  last  yard,  that  I  could  not 
restrain  a  shout  of  joj.  It  alarmed  Feridoun,  who  hastened 
to  learn  the  cause,  and  great  was  his  surprise,  when  oa  enterbg 
the  chamber,  he  beheld  me  seated  there.  Snatching  ths 
unfinished  rope  from  t^e  hands  of  Nour,  he  suddenly  threw 
it  round  me,  and  attempted  to  bind  my  arms  ;  but  1  burst  the 
i&nsy  bond  with  the  utmost  ease,  and  then  throwing  him  the 
reel  talismanic  cord,  no  sooner  did  it  touch  him  than  he  sank 
on  the  ground  unable  to  resist.  I  then  transformed  the  Crystal 
Island  into  a  moveable  throne,  bound  my  vanquished  enemy  at 
its  foot,  and  hastened  hither  with  my  beautiful  companions. 

I  must  just  mention,  that  when  Feridoun  seized  upon  the 
empire  of  China,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  conceal  my  two 
nephews  from  his  wrath,  the  one  in  the  grotto  of  a  Chinese 
mandarin,  the  other  at  the  court  of  the  King  of  Cappadom. 
I  believe  I  have  now  cleared  up  everything  that  was  at  all 
mysterious.  However,  should  any  part  of  these  adventures  stiU 
appear  unintelligible,  the  company  must  ascribe  it  entirely  to 
their  own  want  of  comprehension,  and  not  to  any  defect  in  my 
narrative. 

The  Joy  which  now  prevailed  through  the  assembly  could 
only  be  equalled  by  that  of  my  readers  at  reaching  the  end  of 
this  long-winded  history.  The  four  marriages  were  celebrated 
next  morning  ;  and  Facardina's  secretary,  as  well  as  the  worthy 
old  Fi-fnm-foam-fim^  luckily  arrived  just  in  time  for  ths 
ceremony.     As  to  Dinarzade,  she  married  Caramoussal. 

So  great  was  the  happiness  of  these  new-wedded  couples, 
that  nothing  was  left  for  them  to  wish,  except  that  their  situa- 
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tioa  might  neyer  alter.  To  preyent  this,  the  enchanter  raised 
s  magiiifioent  Btructiire  on  the  smnmii  of  Mount  Atlas,  where 
eyerjthing  was  to  be  found  that  could  delight  the  senses,  or 
interest  the  heart.  An  eyer-flowing  stream  of  that  precious 
water,  which,  had  so  long  preseryed  to  Mergian-Banou  the 
blessings  of  beauty  and  youth,  meandered  through  the  garden ; 
and  a  talisman,  fixed  oyer  the  principal  gate,  forbade  the 
approach  of  Satiety.  Thither  Caramoussal  transported  the 
whole  company  (except  the  Sultan  and  his  family)  then  assem- 
bled in  Schahriar's  palace :  there  they  fixed  their  abode  neyer 
to  leaye  it,  and  there,  I  doubt  not,  they  continue  to  reside :  at 
least  I  neyer  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Faiew^l,  gentle  reader,  and  good  night ;  may  you  sleep 
soundly,  and  dream  pleasantly.  If  you  are  a  bachelor,  make 
haste  to  get  weU  married  ;  if  you  are  already  a  husband,  waste 
not  yoor  wife's  time  and  your  own  at  night  in  listening  to 
childish  stories  like  Schahriar. 

(jCondunon  of  Lewis's  Sequd.) 


The  yery  amusing  and  skilful  imitation  of  the  ''  Arabian 
Nights  Entertainments"  commenced  by  the  Count  Hamilton, 
nnder  the  title  of  the  ''  Four  Facardins,"  found  its  competent 
and  somewhat  free  translator  in  Mat  Lewis. 

The  Count  eyidently  neyer  intended  to  complete  the  tale  ; 
but  Lewis,  who  was  quite  adequate  to  such  an.  effort,  and 
regardless  of  Shakspeare^s  assertion,  that  "  when  two  men  ride 
the  same  horse  one  must  sit  behind,"  wrote  his  sequel,  which 
was  appended  to  the  translation,  and  which  commences  in  the 
present  yolume  at  p.  109. 

A  M.  de  Lcyis  also  wrote  a  sequel  to  **  'Le$  Quatre  Facar- 
dtfw"  as  well  as  to  **  Zeneyde,**  (another  tale  which  Hamilton 
also  left  unfinished,)  and  both  are  now,  for  the  first  time,  sub« 
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iuitted  to  tlie  public  in  an  Engllish  dress,  The  ori^nal  text  ia 
accompanied  by  a  preface,  from  which  we  extract  the  mam 
portions,  as  follows  : — 

PREFACE  OF  MONS.  DE  LEVIS. 

When  yielding  to  the  reiterated  persuasions  of  the  new 
editor  of  Hamilton's  works,  I  resolved  on  completing  the  "  Four 
Facardins,"  I  had  an  agreeable  but  yet  confused  recollection 
of  the  tale,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  for  me,  before  I 
undertook  this  light  work,  to  read  again,  not  only  this,  bat 
all  the  author  s  works,  in  order  that  I  might  seek  to  imitate 
Ids  style.  This  closer  study  of  them  has  given  rise  to  reflec- 
tions which  I  feel  it  incumbent  to  publish,  because  it  appears 
to  me  that  hitherto  justice  has  not  been  done  to  him. 

(Here  follows  a  long  and  clever  defence  of  Hamilton's 
}iumour,  which  we  omit,  as  not  relevant  to  the  matter  in  hand. 
M.  de  Levis  thus  continues  :) 

It  has  been  asserted  that  Hamilton's  tales  were  written  with ' 
the  intention  of  turning  the  ''  Thousand  and  One  Nights  "  into 
ridicule,  they  haying  been  just  published,  and  in  the  highest 
possible  fiivour  at  court ;  but  this  I  do  not  for  one  moment 
believe.  The  Arabian  Nights  unquestionably  gave  rise  to  the 
"  Four  Facardins  "  and  **  Thornflower  ; "  but  that  their  author 
wished  to  undervalue  a  production  which  had  for  many  ages 
formed  the  delight  of  a  nation  more  witty  than  civilised,  and  the 
very  incorrect  version  of  which  holds  an  honourable  place  in  the 
libraries  of  every  European  nation,  is  by  no  means  probable. 

Hamilton  had  too  much  good  taste  not  to  appreciate  the 
merit  of  a  work  in  which  we  find  all  the  luxuriance  of  the 
Eastern  imagination,  so  much  more  fervid  than  our  own,  with 
the  striking  simplicity  of  the  early  ages.  I  know  no  person 
who  has  not  read,  and  read  again  with  pleasure,  the  '*  Won-, 
derful  Lamp  "  and  the  **  Three  Hunchbacks  of  Bagdad." 
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This,  hoTfeTer,  would  not  proTent  Hamilton  from  ridiculing 
the  infatuation  of  the  ladies  of  the  court,  who,  with  their  usual 
exaggeration,  nnquestionahlj  preferred  the  **  Thousand  and 
One  Nights  "  to  all  hooks  past,  present,  and  to  come  ;  hut  far 
from  vilipending  this  work,  he  has  sought  to  imitate  it ;  and  the 
close  study  of  his  tales  prores,  that  the  ohject  of  his  pleasantry 
was  not  the  fictions  of  Asia,  hut  our  own  western  inventions, 
our  monstrous  romances  of  chivalry,  and  the  great  romances 
which  followed  them.  I  might  quote  a  hundred  places  where 
the  precise  expressions  of  **  Tiran  le  Blanc**  and  **  Amadis  de 
Gatd,"  are  given  with  a  seriousness  which  makes  the  irony 
more  piquant.  In  truth,  Hamilton  sought  to  effect  amongst  us 
what  Cervantes  did  amongst  the  Spaniards,  with  this  difference 
— ^that  in  Don  Quixote,  the  shafts  of  ridicule  are  principally 
directed  against  the  chimerical  prowess  of  knights  and  giants  ; 
and  our  author  has  rather  sought  to  produce  ridicule  from  the 
stilted  sentiments  which  our  romance  writers  attrihuted  to 
their  illustrious  personages,  and  the  prodigious  power  they 
assigned  to  the  charms  of  their  ladies.  This  design,  however^ 
was  hut  a  secondary  ohject  with  him,  his  real  ohject  heing  to 
amuse  others  whilst  he  amused  himself ;  and  I  confess,  that  in 
finishing  his  two  tales,  such  has  heen  my  aim  likewise. 

I  have  not  heen  diverted  from  this  trifling  undertaking  hy 
the  opinion  which  historic  dictionaries  have  delivered  as  to  the 
'*  Four  Facardins,"  although  it  is  too  singular  not  to  quote  in 
this  place.  ''This  tale,''  say  they^  <Ms  an  insipid  chain  of 
stories  crossing  each  other  without  any  one  attaining  an  end." 
How  is  it  possihle  to  reproach  Hamilton  with  not  having  com« 
pleted  these  tales  which  so  cross  each  other,  when  he  concludes 
his  fragment  in  these  words  : — *^  But  I  think  it  hest  to  delay  the 
remainder  of  the  recital  which  the  Prince  de  Trehizonde 
delivered,  until  the  second  part  of  these  memoirs.*' 

As  regards  the  charge  of  insipidity,  let  it  suffice  to  say,  that 
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La  Harpe,  and  all  persons  of  taste,  agree  in  thinking  ibis 
badinage  as  the  most  complete  they  know. 

(Here  follows  an  attack  on  the  Nouveau  IHctionnaire,  whidi 
we  defer, — as  Hamilton  did  the  sequel  of  his  Tales, — ^whilst  our 
readers  may  believe  that  our  omission  will  not  create  *'  hiatus 
wxlde  defiendus.^' — Levis  thus  concludes :) 

Let  us  return  to  the  .'*  Facardins/*  whick  tale  is  a  pleasant 
riddle  in  many  wordB ;  and  I  have  aasumed  that  irhich  first 
occurred  to  my  mind,  without  presuming  that  it  was  precisdy 
that  which  Hamilton  had  in  view,  and  regretting,  in  common 
with  the  vast  number  of  amateurs  in  this  kind  of  literature, 
that  he  did  not  complete  what  he  commenced  in  so  amusing  a 
style. 

After  having  concluded  this  tale,  encouraged  by  the  opinions 
of  persons  on  whose  judgment  I  place  confidence,  1  oecupiod 
myself  with  ^^Zeneyde,"  which  was  less  difficult,  and  o£ 
whicb  the  sequel  seemed  necessary  to  the  new  edition. 

When  Hamilton  composed  this  little  tale,  his  brilliant  ima- 
^jiation  was  not  extinguished,  but  it  had  beccMne  obscure  by 
the  dull  and  tiresome  life  he  then  led  at  St.  Grermains,  whithtf 
be  had  foUowed  Eling  James  IL  of  England. 
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The  Prince  (^  Trebizonde  thus  continued : — 
A  whole  fleet  of  gondolas,  richly  painted  and  gilded,  had  on 
board  musicians  who  played  a  concert  as  Btjit  and  dulcet  as 
that  of  the  musi<nans  of  the  escort  was  wild  and  discordant. 
Then  followed  a  marine  car  of  peculiar  construction.  It  was  a 
large  shell  of  mother-of-pearl,  drawn  by  four-and-twenty  swans, 
in  which  was  seen  a  nymph  gracefully  reposing  ou  a  eoudi 
attrewn  with  seapmoss.    Two  peacocks  perehed  on  tbe  brilliant 
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aheU  sheltored  her  from  the  seorehmg  sunbeams  with  their 

expanded  and  fan-like  tails,  which  they  so  adjusted  to  everj 

imdnlation  of  the  faiiy  barque,  that  the  delicate  complexion  of 

Ih&T  lorely  Biiatress  was  never  for  an  instant  exposed  to  the 

■teiidiaii  rays.     She  was  the  perfection  of  beauty,  and  it  waa 

difficult  to  say  which  was  the  more  worthy  of  admiration,  her 

fflf^Ti^fty  and  graceful  figure  or  her  charming  features.     All  was 

so  d^idously  in  unison,  that  envy  could  not  detect  a  flaw — the 

only  thing  that  astonished,  but  did  not  shock,  was  that  her 

bnght  and  flowing  hair  was  of  a  sea-green  hue.     This  nymph 

did  tlie  honours  o£  the  aged  stream  to  Mousselina  the  Serious, 

who  followed  her  on  a  floating  island,  covered  with  all  the 

flowers  of  spring.    The  dolphins  which  drew  it,  and  the  tiitons 

who  sported  around,  threw  up  unceasiog  jets  of  water  sparkling 

like  silver,  which  kept  the  air  deliciously  cool,  whilst  a  band  of 

ayrens  aimg  an  ode  in  her  honour.     I  was  curious  to  see  this 

person,  equally  celebrated  for  her  beauty  and  her  seriousness. 

Both  these  appeared  to  me  to  exceed  every  idea  I  had  formed 

«C  them,  and  I  felt  assured  that  it  was  easier  to  subdue  the 

menwter,  than  to  overcome  the  gravity  of  the  Princess.     As  I 

was  thus  reflecting,  there  was  a  sudden  sound  as  if  of  distant 

ihmader,  and  presently  the  waters  of  the  stream,  rising  in  a 

rapid  flood,  spread  their  silver  all  over  the  meadows — ^then  a 

kind  of  humid  mountain,  swiftly  advancing,  suddenly  opened, 

and  the   Eling  of  the  Crocodiles  appeared.     He   had  two 

sharp-edged  horns,  which  moved  like  the  blades  of  a  pair  of 

scissors,  and  a  throat  so  prodigious,  that  a  moderate-siaed 

gondola  could  with  ease  have  entered  it ;  and  as  to  his  teeth, 

*— though  I  had  not  time  to  count  them, — I  can  assure  your 

Highness  that  they  were  long  enough  and  strong  enough  to 

have  ground  a  half  squadron  of  cavalry,  men  and  horses,  to 

impalpable  atoms.    At  the  sight  of  this  monster  everybody  ran 

away  except  the  knights,  who  could  not  do  so  with  any  decency. 
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The  monster  began  by  swallowing  a  boat-load  of  musicians, 
and  we  heard  him  distinctly  cracking  those  poor  fellows, 
their  violins,  basses,  double-basses,  horns  and  other  instra^ 
ments.  I  then  advanced  towards  the  bank  resolved  to  attack 
him,  although  the  disproportion  between  us  was  as  great  as 
that  between  the  largest  elephant  and  the  smallest  lap-dog. 

As  I  drew  near  to  him,  I  observed  on  his  muzzle  something 
moving — ^what  was  my  surprise  when  I  beheld  distinctly  a 
spinning-wheel  in  full  action  ;  but  at  this  instant,  my  attention 
was  distracted  by  another  spectacle  no  less  wonderful.  A 
shaggy  giant  appeared  in  the  stream  in  a  piragua  impelled 
by  twelve  black  rowers,  who  actively  using  their  paddles 
quickly  reached  the  monster's  rear  ;  then  the  giant  springing 
on  the  creature's  back,  walking  as  steadily  as  if  on  terra 
firma,  advanced  towards  his  head  in  the  hope  of  seizing  on 
the  spinning-wheel,  but  unsuccessfully,  for  the  great  beast 
feeling  himself  tickled  suddenly  turned  over  on  his  side,  and 
throwing  the  giant  into  the  water  snapped  off  his  leg  just 
above  the  knee.  Crystallina,  who  had  recognised  her  evil 
genius,  and  was  frightened  to  death  lest  he  should  succeed, 
uttered  a  cry  of  joy  when  she  saw  him  turned  over,  and 
another  twice  as  loud  when  she  saw  his  leg  with  the  fatal 
toe-nail  in  which,  lay  all  his  force  go  down  the  insatiate  maw 
of  the  Crocodile  King. 

The  Crocodile  and  the  Genius  then  sinking  beneath  the 
flood,  the  fright  gradually  diminished,  and  every  body  again 
approached  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  lovely  Mousselina, 
still  greatly  alarmed,  landed  from  her  floating  islet,  and 
returned  by  land  to  her  father's  palace  ;  the  Nymph  of  the 
Shell  sunk  into  her  humid  abode,  and  I  found  myself  once 
more  alone  with  Crystallina,  the  great  Facardin,  the  Knight  of 
the  Cock,  and  him  of  the  Awl. 

Sir  Knight,  I  said  to  the  last,  when  we  were  interrupted 
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jou  were  kindly  relating  to  me  the  history  of  the  Princess 
Honsselina,  and  your  designs  as  to.  her  attractive  charms ; 
but  you  did  not  explain  to  me  how  it  was  that  you  all  three 
found  yourselves  in  such  very  strange  attire.  I  am  perfectly 
aware,  that  as  a  warrior  I  am  not  in  sooth  more  suHahly 
attired  than  yourselves,  and  that  it  is  possible  I  present  a 
somewhat  singular  aspect  in  my  dressing-gown,  night-cap, 
slippers,  and  a  drawn  sword.  Tet  you  must  agree  that  it  is 
Btm  more  extraordinary  to  see  a  noble  knight  with  all  the 
appendages  of  a  cobbler,  a  trade  which  I  must  beg  your 
pardon  for  saying,  has  nothing  very  elevated  about  it ;  and 
moreover,  the  fish-kettle  which  your  honourable  companion 
wears  on  his  head  as  a  helmet,  equally  astonishes  me. 

Signor  Facardin,  replied  the  Knight  of  the  Cock,  flapping 
his  winged  stumps,  an  illustrious  adventurer  like  you  ought  to 
be  accustomed  to  prodigies,  and  no  singularity  of  disguise  or 
appearance  should  surprise  you — ^when  this  Elnight  so  far 
demeaned  himself  as  to  assume  the  shoeing-hom  and  awl, 
he  desired  to  give  a  proof  of  his  submission  to  the  beauty  who 
reigns  here.  The  incomparable  Mousselina  has  heard  with 
secret  amioyance  the  praises,  no  doubt  exaggerated,  so  inces- 
santly bestowed  on  the  foot  of  the  Princess  Sapinella  of 
Jutland ;  she  has  begged  that  it  might  be  understood,  that 
if  hers  was  not  as  celebrated,  it  was  not  the  fault  of  nature, 
but  of  the  shoemakers  of  Astracan,  clumsy  cobblers,  who 
disfigured  by  a  mishapen  envelope  the  charming  proportions 
of  her  delicate  foot.  She  therefore  has  refused  all  the  shoes 
lately  presented  to  her,  and  as  the  winter  approaches,  the 
Kmg,  the  most  tender  of  crowned  fathers,  is  in  a  state  of  most 
horrible  disquietude,  and  is  a  prey  to  a  thousand  apprehensions 
lest  his  darlin'g  daughter  should  be  attacked  by  colds,  coughs, 
crampsi  rheumatism,  and  the  other  small  million  of  such 
illB.    It  is  to  acquire  his  good-will  that  the  Prince  of  the 
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Carpathian  MountainB,  whom  jou  now  behold,  has  not  dis- 
dained to  take  lessons  of  a  shoemaker  of  the  court,  hoping 
soon  to  surpass  his  instructor  in  delicacy  of  taste,  and  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  drawing  ;  love  ennobles  everything,  and 
on  lib  return  to  his  own  dominions,  it  is  his  decided  intention 
to  institute  the  noble  order  of  the  Shoeing-hom,  which  will 
become  as  time-honoured  as  many  other  orders,  whose  origin 
is  by  no  means  more  illustrious.    **  As  for  me,"  said  ihe 
Facardin  of  the  fish-kettle,    "1  have  been  for  the  last  two 
years  oyer  head  and  ears  in  Ioyo  with  the  divine  Princess  of 
Astracan,  whose  portrait  only  has  hitherto  met  my  ardent 
gaze.    I   left  the   country  of  Arabia  Fetrea,  where  I  had 
concluded  several  very  brilliant  adventures,  to  undertake  this  ; 
I  embarked  at  Florispahan,  a  port  on  the  Red  Sea,  but  lost 
all  my  companions  in  a  frightful  storm,  and  found  myself  by 
some  incomprehensible   means   in  the    submarine    abode  of 
that  villanous   Genius  whose  recent  discomfiture  you  have 
just  witnessed.     I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  the  particulars 
of  what  occurred  to  me  in  these  deep  grottoes.      This  lady 
(and  he  looked  to  Crystallina)  has  probably  entered  into  some 
details,  and  if  she  has  not,  why  I  fear  that  to  describe  it  to 
minutisB  might   somewhat  embarrass  her.     However,  not  to 
dwell  on  any  precise  particular,  having  seen  most  of  the 
curiosities  of  this  watery  abode,  I  contrived  to  escape  by  the 
aid  of  Mademoiselle  Harpiana,  whose  complaisance  I  requited 
as  I  had  done  that  of  her  mistress,  and  I  bade  adieu  for  ever 
to  the  crystal  rock.     On  disembarking  from  the  gilded  bark 
I  traversed  Arabia  and  Persia,  and  arrived,  after  experiencing 
a  thousand  dangers,  at  the  Court  of  the  King  of  Astracan. 
There  I  saw  that  splendid  Princess  whose  beauty  has  already 
caused  so  many  misfortunes.   When  I  had  somewhat  recovered 
from  the  first  overwhelming  amazement,  which  the  thrilling 
glances  darting  from  her  lovely  eyes  cause  in  all  who  are 
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daring  enough  to  gaze  on  her  charming  countenance,  I  tried 
to  arm  myself  against  their  magic  influence  by  the  reflection 
that  a  person  who  does  not  speak  cannot  bj  any  possibility  be 
a  woman^  talking  being  a  characteristic  of  the  softer  sex  as 
essential  as  any  other.     But  the  Princess^  whose  penetration 
is  marrelloos,  perceiving  my  doubts,  determined  to  avenge  her*- 
self  by  one  of  those  surprising  looks  which  subjugate  all  hearts. 
From  that  instant  resigned  to  my  fate,  I  only  sought  how  to 
please  the  beauty  who  is  dearer  to  me  than  my  life,  and  how 
to  loosen  the  tongue  which  cannot  fail  to  say  the  most  deli- 
dous  things  in  the  world  as  soon  as  it  is  set  in  motion.     I 
reflected,  however,  that  this  silence  might  arise  from  some 
flopematural  cause,  and  inunediately  I  went  in  quest  of  the 
Great  Caramoussal,  the  most  skilled  and  humane  of  enchanters, 
and  asked  of  him  a  recipe  for  at  least  making  the  Princess 
talk,  if  I  should  be  unable  to  make  her  smile.     During  the 
three  thousand  years  he  had  been  a  professor  of  necromancy 
he  had  never  before  been  asked  to  make  a  woman  speak,  so 
ihat  he  was  rather  unprepared  on  this  point,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary that  he  should  look  through,  one  after  the  other,  more 
than  three  hundred  successive  folio  volumes.     When  he  had 
perused  these  dib'gently,  he  gave  me  a  small  golden  box,  no 
bigger  than  a  thimble,  which  contained  an  amber  case  fastened 
with  a  diamond  padlock,  within  which  were  some  imperceptible 
gnim  filed  from  Solomon's  Seal.     I  am  to  use  this  as  sea- 
soning for  a  pasty  made  of  parrots'  tongues,  of  which  the 
Princess  is  to  eat  a  mouthful  fasting,  every  morning  for  a  week 
■—and  then  she  vrill  speak. 

"  The  moment  I  was  in  possession  of  this  treasure  and  the 
prescription,  I  set  out  for  the  Land  of  Parrots,  where  I  made  a 
terrific  slaughter,  preserving  only  the  tongues  of  the  slain  for  my 
pasty.  I  took,  moreover,  about  thirty  dozen  of  the  finest,  and 
went  forthwith  to  Astracan^  intending  to  intreat  the  Princess  to 
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submit  to  the  regimen  prescribed  by  tbe  Enchanter.  But  by  a 
caprice,  which  unfortunately  is  but  too  common  amongst  beau- 
tiful women,  she  actually  refused  to  undergo  this  simple  experi- 
ment, making  it  understood  by  signs  that  it  was  not  consistent 
with  etiquette  that  the  daughter  of  the  King  of  Astracan 
should  eat  a  pie  which  had  not  been  made  according  to  all  the 
rules  of  culinary  art,  whilst  her  father  kept  fifty  head  cooks 
and  seven  hundred  sub-pastry-makers  in  his  royal  establish- 
ment. This  was  but  a  mode  of  repulsing  my  pretensions,  and 
of  preventing  me  from  entertaining  hopes  at  which  her  pride 
revolted.  The  Bang,  her  father,  who  was  well  aware  of  Cara- 
moussal's  talent,  and  whose  desire  to  see  a  termination  to  his 
daughter's  long  silence  was  immeasurably  intense,  urged  her, 
but  in  vain — she  was  inflexible. 

**  At  last,  by  way  of  removing  every  shadow  of  an  excuse, 
I  enrolled  myself  among  the  body  of  cooks,  and  in  a  solemn 
audience  graciously  vouchsafed  to  me  by  the  King,  I  laid  down 
my  sword  to  take  up  this  spit,  exchanged  my  helmet  for  this 
tin  kettle,  swearing  that  I  never  would  again  resume  my  arms 
until  the  Princess,  touched  at  my  devotion,  should  yield  to  my 
wishes.  This  step  has  been  differently  viewed  by  different 
eyes  at  court ;  every  one  of  the  sensitive  and  easily  excited 
ladies  there,  was  literally  melted  at  my  proceeding ;  and  that 
very  evening  I  might  have  reaped  a  rich  reward  of  tender 
sympathy,  but  the  majority  of  the  courtiers  evinced  that  they 
considered  my  conduct  as  the  height  of  folly.  Some  more 
malignant  still,  affected  to  deduce  therefrom  the  evidence  of  a 
low  and  grovelling  mind.  They  even  ventured  to  show  this 
by  their  sarcasms,  and  I  was  compelled  to  spit  some  five  or  six 
of  these  malevolent  wags  to  teach  the  remainder  a  lesson. 
Since  then  I  have  been  perfectly  quiet,  occupying  my  time  in 
spinning  with  my  brother  adventurers,  and  I  now  invite  you, 
Prince  of  Trebizonde,  to  share  our  labours  and  our  pleasures." 
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I  thanked  the  tall  Faoardin  for  his  politeness^  and  was 
abont  to  ask  Iiim  the  meaning  of  all  the  spindles  and  spinning 
I  sair  around  me,  and  which  so  greatly  puzzled  me,  when  we 
were  intermpted  by  a  loud  fanfare  of  trumpets  and  other  warlike 
instruments.  It  proceeded  from  a  troop  of  cayaliers,  each 
bearing  a  falcon  of  the  North  on  his  wrist,  and  leading,  in 
kashas,  greyhounds  fastened  to  each  other  with  silver  chains. 
In  the  midst  of  them  I  beheld  a  closed  chariot,  drawn  by 
four  rein-deer,  harnessed  abreast :  two  dwarfs  as  black  as 
ebony,  perfectly  naked,  with  swords,  who  guarded  the  door  of 
the  vehicle ;  and  I  soon  found  that  such  precautions  were  not 
used  unreasonably,  for  they  guarded  the  loveliest  princess  that 
gniced  the  earth. 

''EeaDy,*'  at  this  moment  exclaimed  the  Princess  Dinar- 
zade,  interrupting  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  ''we  have  had 
enough  of  princesses  and  nymphs,  and  in  what  a  piteous  plight 
you  have  left  them  all !  Mousselina  the  Serious  has  no  tongue, 
no  slippers,  no  shift !  the  nymph  of  the  steel  bow  is  buried  in 
her  grotto !  and  Sapinella  in  the  snows  of  Scandinavia  !  As 
to  Eacardin  of  Mount  Atlas,  and  even  the  Sorrowful  Ape,  who 
had  b^un  to  interest  me,  God  only  knows  when  we  shall  hear 
any  news  of  them!  And  yet,  now,  here  we  have  fresh 
comers !  '* 

"  Young  lady,  do  not  be  impatient,"  exclaimed  the  Sultan 
of  the  Indies,  endeavouring  to  repress  a  yawn  ;  "is  it  Trebi- 
zonde's  fault  if  you  have  so  good  a  memory,  and  require  from 
him  a  chain  of  ideas  and  facts  with  which  so  many  authors 
dispense?  Prince,  continue  your  recital,  which  really  pleases  me 
considerably, — the  only  thing  that  shocks  me  is  yom*  denuded 
negroes,  and  I  must  entreat  of  you  to  bestow  on  them  some 
species  of  garment,  however  small.  I  admire  decency,  alike 
from  my  natural  inclination  and  my  position  in  the  world. 
When  a  man  has  fifteen  hundred  concubines,  a  seraglio  would 
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become  a  most  shocking,  disreputable  place,  if  we  wwe  not 
yerj  strict  ia  every  thing  connected  with  morals,  and  that  sort 
of  thing.'* 

'*  Let  not  the  chaste  imagination  of  jonr  most  decorous 
highness  take  the  slightest  alarm,"  responded  the  Prince  oi 
Trebizonde,  respectfiillj ;  "  the  two  small  negroes  to  whom  I 
have  alluded  were  certainly  naked,  but  they  were  derived  of 
all  life  and  motion ;  and  we  are  all  aware  that  nudity  has  been 
one  of  the  privileges  accorded  to  statues  from  time  immemoriaL 
With  respect  to  the  reproach  cast  upon  me  by  the  fair  Dinar- 
zade,  it  is  the  more  misplaced,  as  the  princess  shut  up  in  the 
chariot  was  no  qther  than  the  Infanta  of  Denmark,  the  cele- 
brated Sapinella  of  Jutland.     But  in  what  a  state  did  she 
present  herself  before  us  I     Her  lovely  eyes  were  closed ;  the 
roses  had  fled  from  her  fair  cheek ;  the  lilies  alone  remained ; 
and  it  required  a  keen  and  attentive  look  to  discover  the 
scarcely-perceptible  motion  of  her  beautiful  bosom — ^the  only 
symptom  of  life  she  gave.     At  her  feet,  extended  on  a  lion's 
skin,  was  a  young  knight,  who  seemed  also  in  a  trance.     The 
chariot  having  stopped,  I  went  up  to  it,  and  almost  wept  when 
I  discovered,  in  this  pitiable  condition,  the  amiable  Facardin  of 
Mount  Atlas,  from  whom  I  had  been  so  unluckDy  separated  by 
the  infernal  music  of  the  royal  cortege  of  Astracan.     *  Dearest 
Prince,'  I  sobbed  out,  *what  can  have  reduced  you  to  this 
deplorable  condition  ? — no  doubt,  some  supernatural  power ; 
for  I  know  well  your  valour ;  and  although  I  never  heard  any 
one  but  yourself  speak  of  your  exploits,  yet  there  is  in  your 
recital  such  an  air  of  candour  and  truth,  that  I  believe  all  yon 
have  said  as  if  I  had  seen  it  done.    What  can  I  do  to  aid  you  ?  ' 
He  made  no  reply — he  was  senseless  I    '  Awake,  dear  Prince !  * 
*  Alas,  Sir  Knight,'  said  his  Esquire,  who  followed  the  chariot, 
bedewing  the  earth  with  two  torrents  of  tears,  *  all  your  efforts 
are  superfluous :  the  spell  which  binds  the  unhappy  Facardin 
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in  this  death-like  tlnmber  is  the  art  of  that  cruel  old  woman  of 
Momrt  Atlas^  who  has  nerer  forgiyen  his  refusal,  and  what  is 
more  frightful  stiD,  is,  that  he  is  thus  recompensed  for  the 
serrioe  he  has  rendered  to  the  father  of  the  Princess  before 
70a,  the  great  Foriimhras.'  " 

This  HJngolar  statement  excited  the  utmost  curiosity  amongst 
all  the  spectators,  who  fnvmed  a  circle  round  the  disconsolate 
Esquire,  who  thus  continued  i*^ 

"  After  having  vainlj  sought  to  rejoin  the  Prince  of  Treble 
zonde,  my  master  pursued  his  journey  as  soon  as  our  camels 
had  recovered  from  their  intense  fright ;  but  evaywhere  he 
ibund  ladies  wholly  insensible  to  his  attractiopas  of  mind  and 
persQa,  and  in  no  one  instance  did  he  meet  with  a  foot  the 
least  in  the  world  in  proportion  to  the  marvellous  slipper  he 
carried  in  his  helmet.  He  went  on  his  way,  dispirited,  through 
a  large  forest  of  palms  which  grew  up  from  a  rocky  soil,  when 
sudd^ly  he  heard  a  voice  exclaim-—^  Facardin,  whither  art 
thou  weftding  ? '  <  Alas !  '  was  his  reply,  '  I  have  abandoned 
myself  to  my  evil  fortune.'  *  Despair,'  responded  the  voice^ 
*  is  unworthy  a  lover  at  glory :  thou  art  brave,  I  know,  but  the 
courage  of  the  heart  is  as  far  beyond  the  courage  of  the  sword 
as  Mount  Atlas  is  above  the  waves  which  spend  their  force  at  its 
base — ^return  to  Denmark ;  hope  is  the  leading-staff  of  the 
wi«e/'* 

Here  the  voice  ceased,  and  the  knight  was  about  to  comply 
with  the  advice,  when  I  ventured  to  suggest,  that  common-place 
pbrases  were  by  no  means  sage  counsel ;  and  that  we  had 
Wore  us  no  means  of  success  in  the  dangerous  adventure  with 
tbe  Princess  of  Jutland,  whilst  be  had  every  idea  that  he  should  be 
banged,  and  I  also  with  him  for  company's  sake,  which  was  very 
ignoble  for  a  knight  of  his  quality,  and  far  from  agreeable  for  a 
poor  squire  like  myself— for  it  is  right  you  should  know,  Prince 
of  Trebisonde,  that  on  arriving  at  the  Court  of  Fortimbras  my 
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master  had  declared  his  intention  to  shoe  the  Princess,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  admitted  to  an  essay  which  had  pro?ed 
fatal  to  so  many  thousands  of  persons.  The  ceremony  was 
remarkahly  imposing :  there  was  a  high  platform  raised  on  which 
the  Princess  was  seated ;  on  her  right  was  ike  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor of  the  kingdom,  hearing  on  a  cushion  covered  with  cloth  of 
gold  the  crown,  destined  to  recompense  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, whilst  on  the  other  side  was  a  spectacle  hy  no  means  so 
tempting — ^it  was  the  hangman  and  his  myrmidons,  at  the  foot  of 
a  gallows  fifty  feet  in  height.  My  master  approached  the  platfonn, 
and  saluted  the  Princess  with  a  grace,  which  if  he  had  not  been 
bewitched,  would  have  gained  for  him  the  heart  of  every  lady 
in  the  palace — it  seemed  as  if  the  richness  of  hb  armour,  the 
elegance  of  his  figure,  and  his  distinguished  manners,  had  made 
some  slight  impression  on  the  heart  of  the  Infanta,  who  took 
a  sly  glance  at  him  which  bespoke  deep  interest,  whilst  she 
awaited  with  evident  uneasiness  the  result.  My  master  turning 
towards  me,  took  from  my  hands  the  brilliant  helmet  in  which 
was  inclosed  the  precious  slipper — when,  oh  horror !  agony ! 
rage !  there  was  in  its  stead  only  a  wretched,  worn-out,  tattered 
shoe.  I  could  not  attempt  to  depict  my  consternation,  the  Che- 
valier's fury,  the  Princess's  astonishment,  and  all  those  mingled 
feelings  which  in  a  moment  pervaded  the  multitude  assembled. 
My  master  would  have  killed  me,  and  I  was  so  amazed  at  this 
unexpected  event  that  I  should  not  have  offered  any  resistance ; 
but  the  hangman  claimed  me  as  his  due,  and  even  raised 
his  pretensions  to  the  illustrious  Facardin,  upon  whom  he 
ordered  his  vile  assistants  to  lay  hands ;  but  he,  transported 
with  indignation,  sliced  off  the  head  of  the  chief  hangman 
with  one  stroke  of  his  sabre ;  then  seizing  one  of  the  most 
officious  of  his  assistants  by  the  leg,  he  swung  him  about  in  such 
a  way  that  he  kept  the  mob  at  a  respectful  distance,  and  we 
then  made  our  way  tlirough  it ;  and  having  found  our  horses  at 
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the  entrance  of  the  square,  we  left  the  capital  of  Denmark  at 
foil  gallop. 

When  we  had  attained  some  fifty  stadia  mj  master  obsendng 
that  we  were  not  pnrsnedy  pulled  up,  and  turning  round  to  me 
exclaimed,  **  Scoundrel,  dare  joufollow  me  after  the  injury  which 
your  base  heart  has  allowed  you  to  commit  against  me  ?  If  your 
sordid  soul  could  allow  you  to  seU  the  gems  which  adorned  that 
precious  slipper,  why  did  you  not  also  filch  the  casque  which 
contained  it  ?  Tou  would  thus  hare  spared  me  the  confusion 
which  overwhelmed  me  at  the  sight  of  the  mighty  Princess  and 
the  assembled  multitude." 

*'Mj  gracious  lord,"  I  replied,  embracmg  his  knees,  ''will 
your  highness  deign  to  cast  an  eye  of  compassion  on  a  fiuthful 
servant  who  has  nothing  to  reproach  himself  withal  ?  Tes,  may 
our  divine  prophet  deprive  me  for  ever  of  the  sight  of  the 
celestial  houris,  if  the  idea  ever  crossed  my  mind  of  making 
any  use  of  the  slipper  confided  to  my  care.  I  confess  it  is  im- 
poauble  for  me  to  conceive  how  this  most  afflicting  change 
occurred,  and  how  any  robber  was  found  sufficiently  adroit  to 
appropriate  this  treasure,  since  the  helmet  has  never  left  my 
hands;  but — ** 

*'  I  will  not  listen,"  said  the  enraged  knight,  "  to  the  lies 
you  are  inventing  in  the  fear  of  my  just  resentment ;  but  I 
wiil  not  pollute  myself  by  shedding  your  ignominious  blood 
— ^restore  me  my  helmet,  and  remove  your  odious  person  from 
my  sight ;  "  and  as  he  said  these  words  my  master  snatched  the 
casque  from  my  hands  ;  but  as  I  held  it  somewhat  tight  the 
crest  openeAt  and  there  was  the  slipper  of  the  nymph  of  the 
bow  untouched,  unsoiled — the  old  shoe  had  disappeared.  We 
then  saw  plainly  that  some  supernatural  power  had  mingled  in 
the  affair,  and  my  master  restored  me  to  his  friendship  and  con- 
fidence, whilst  I  felt  no  resentment  at  his  anger,  for  appearances 
■had  been  much  against  me — so  much  so,  that  had  he  killed 
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me  in  real  eomesiy  I  really  think  I  Bhould  hare  foi^ren  bim 
heartily. 

When  such  events  happened  to  as  at  the  Court  of  Denmark, 
jou  may  judge,  Sir,  if  I  had  not  good  reasons  for  seeking  to 
dissuade  my  master  from  again  visiting  the  coasts  of  Demnazk, 
wh€»:e  all  the  wit  and  yalour  in  the  world  could  not  have  pre- 
Tented  us  from  receiving  scxne  new  afi&ont.  ^*  Let  as  rath» 
go/'  I  said,  ''  to  Cathay  or  Bactriana,  where  you  may  offer 
jour  arm  to  one  of  the  two  kings  of  those  vast  countries,  who 
wage  such  fierce  wars  for  such  very  trifling  grounds  of  offence. 
They  will  give  you  a  warm  reception  :  in  no  lame  you  will  there 
acquire  one  or  two  provinces — and  that  kind  of  amusement 
makes  time  pass  away  ;  and  if  you  will  helieve  me,  you  will  in 
this  manner  put  a  most  agreeable  termination  to  your  useless 
and  fatiguing  wanderings.  Besides,  all  the  women's  eyes 
are  so  bewitched,  that  they  can't  bear  the  sight  of  you, 
and  might  perchance  prefer  such  a  clod  as  I  am.  Moreover, 
you  can  never  hope  to  find  a  cock  that  can  fly  like  an  eagle, 
nor  a  foot  that  can  indue  your  slipper,  unless  it  be  perhaps 
that  of  the  Princess  Sapinella.  And  recollect  how  a  malir 
cious  enchanter  prevented  you  from  even  making  a  trial. 
Kesign,  then,  with  a  good  grace  your  nymph  with  the  bow, 
and  fix  yourself,  after  the  victories  you  will  gain,  in  some  fine 
castle,  where  we  may  partake  of  the  pleasures  of  the  chase, 
fishing,  and  other  recreations." 

Such  sage  advice  appeared  to  be  working  its  effect  on  mj 
master,  when  the  same  accursed  voice  again  cried  out — 

*'  Facardin !  Facardin !  despise  the  pusillanimous  advice  so 
unworthy  of  a  hero.  If  success  did  not  crown  your  noble 
e£brts,  your  virtue  will  find  its  best  recompense  in  your  own 
heart." 

**A11  very  fine.  Mistress  Voice,"  says  I,  in  a  desperate 
rage  ;  **  but  your  fine  maxims  will  not  guarantee  my  master 
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or  mjsdf  from  being  hanged  if  we  return  amongst  the  Danes. 
We  escaped  from  them  very  well,  it  is  true,  thanks  to  their 
surprise  and  our  own  courage  ;  but  if  we  return  to  braye  them, 
tliej  will  overwhelm  us  by  their  numbers,  and  we  must  then 
perish." 

The  Knight  was  deaf  to  my  prayers,  obeying  blindly  the 
advice  uttered  by  the  mysterious  Toic^,  and  again  went  on  his 
way  to  Demnark.  I  followed  him  with  a  sorrowful  counte- 
nance, auguring  no  good  from  this  second  journey. 

Dfoing  the  first  three  hundred  leagues  nothing  remarkable 
ooeurred;  but,  as  we  approached  the  Cimbrian  Chersonesus, 
we  discoyered  in  the  comer  of  a  wood  a  lady  richly  dressed, 
and  coyered  with  a  thick  veil  which  reached  to  the  ground. 
She  was  alone,  and  seemed  plunged  in  the  deepest  grief.  As 
soon  as  she  perceived  us  she  closed  her  veil,  which  had  been 
half  opened,  and  entreated  us  to  succour  her. 

**The  laws  of  chivalry  place  you  beneath  my  protection," 
replied  my  master,  with  his  wonted  gallantry,  '*  and  of  all  my 
duties,  it  is  this  which  costs  me  the  least  to  fulfil" 

''Youchsafe,  my  lord,  then,  to  give  me  your  arm,  and 
conduct  me  to  my  castle,  which  is  close  at  hand.  Discourteous 
knights,  abusing  my  excessive  confidence,  would  have  behaved 
with  outrageous  dishonour,  if  you  had  not  arrived  most  oppor- 
tunely, and  saved  my  virtue  and  my  life ;  for  I  could  never  have 
survived  such  an  event." 

Then  she  rose  and  conducted  us  towards  her  dwelling.  My 
master  would  have  taken  leave  on  the  drawbridge  ;  but  she 
pressed  us  so  earnestly  to  enter,  that  there  was  really  no 
refusal.  The  grand  apartment  of  the  castle  was  decked  with 
superb  tapestries  of  exquisite  manufacture,  representii^  persons 
whimsically  clad,  but  so  perfectly  executed,  that  they  resembled 
life ;  and  what  was  more  wonderful  still,  was,  that  at  the  sound 
of  an  organ  placed  at  the  extremity  of  the  apartment  they 
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began  to  moTe,  and  went  through  complete  scenes  of  acting. 
There  were  also  other  curiosities  in  the  castle;  hut  the 
mistress  was  the  greatest  curiosity  of  all.  After  supper, 
daring  which  she  kept  her  yeil  constantlj  closed,  she  led  the 
knight  into  a  small  boudoir,  and  said  to  him  (as  he  afterwards 
informed  me) — 

**  Signer,  all  the  dangers  you  have  hitherto  undergone  sre 
as  nothing  in  comparison  with  that  which  at  this  moment  besets 
you.  I  must  tell  you  that  you  are  in  the  ancient  habitation  of 
the  Gloutonskys,  who  are  descended  by  the  female  side  from  the 
now  almost  extinct  race  of  Ogres.  I  am  the  last  offispring  of  that 
illustrious  and  so  much  calunmiated  family,  whose  only  reproach 
was  a  loYO  for  human  flesh,  which  in  itself  has  nothing  repre- 
hensible when  cruelty  does  not  characterise  it.  Behold,  Signor, 
the  proofs  of  my  noble  origin." 

At  these  words  she  raised  her  veil,  and  the  chevalier  saw, 
with  mingled  horror  and  astonishment,  a  face  which  was  hand- 
some, though  somewhat  masculine,  with  such  an  immense 
mouth,  that  it  would  probably  have  entirely  circled  the  head  if 
the  ears  had  not  fortunately  been  there  to  prevent  it,  and  it 
touched  these  so  nearly  that  there  was  not  room  even  for  the 
smallest  fraction  of  a  whisker.  Nature,  who  does  nothbg  by 
halves,  had  liberally  furnished  this  enormous  cavity.  Forty 
teeth  appeared  in  front,  whilst  thirty-flve  were  behind,  and  the 
whole  was  terminated  by  two  tusks  like  those  which  formed  the 
defences  of  the  Erymanthian  boar,  and  which  projected  several 
inches. 

'*  Madam,"  sfdd  the  knight  to  her,  ''  I  will  dispense  with  the 
production  of  your  pedigree.  I  take  for  granted  all  you  say, 
from  your  very  appearance.  But  deign,  I  beseech  you,  to 
inform  me  what  are  the  perils  I  have  here  to  dread.  I  have 
already  had  the  honour  of  encountering  lions,  bears,  a  haiiy 
giant,  and  sundry  other  ferocious  beasts.     If,  however,  I  must 
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%ht  again  this  eyening,  I  am  at  your  orders,  although  it  is 
prettj  nearly  hed-time/* 

''  I  expected  no  less  from  your  indomitahle  cou^e/*  replied 
the  mulatto  Ogress.  **  Tou  will  hare  none  hut  men  to  contend 
with  ;  hut  they  are  many  and  daring.  They  consist  of  eight 
noblemen  of  the  vicinity,  who  for  some  months  hare  aspired  to 
my  hand,  as  much,"  she  continued  with  a  coquettish  air,  **  for 
the  charms  of  my  person  as  the  vast  property  helonging  to  me. 
In  my  opinion,  an  affair  so  serious  as  marriage  should  not  be 
lightly  dealt  withal ;  and  I  hare  thought  it  very  incumbent,  as 
well  as  prudent  of  me,  to  know  them  all  in  eyery  particular, 
before  I  made  up  my  mind.  I  haye'  therefore,  with  this  intent, 
aeewded  to  them  in  turn  private  interviews,  which  have  been 
carried  on  for  some  time  without  discovery,  until  by  some 
fatality  altogether  inexplicable,  the  mystery  has  been  revealed. 
They  then  aU  met,  and  their  love  changing  to  rage,  they  have 
declared  to  me  that  either  I  must  surrender  to  them  my  castle 
and  lands,  which  they  propose  to  divide  amongst  them,  or  they 
would  come  and  seize  upon  them  with  fire  and  slaughter.  This 
very  evening  they  are  coming  with  their  soldiers  to  attack  these 
ramparts,  which  are,  alas!  very  feeble.  They  are  intrepid 
warriors — '' 

''They  must  he.  Madam,"  interrupted  the  Knight,  ''from 
what  you  have  narrated  to  me,  but  my  fair  friend,  can  I  con- 
scientiously, after  what  has  occurred  on  your  part,  defend  your 
honour  and  virtue  against  these  gentlemen,  who  are  all  well 
aware — " 

"My  lord,"  hastily  responded  the  tender  Ogress,  "if  pity  does 
not  move  you  on  my  behalf,  let  gratitude  plead  for  me.  I  have 
resolved  to  make  you  master  of  my  person  and  my  property, 
and  I  do  not  declare  this  upon  compulsion,  for  if  I  were  mistress 
of  the  first  throne  in  the  world,  I  should  prefer  you  to  all  the 
men  on  earth."     This  delicate  declaration  was  accompanied 
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with  a  very  languishing  look  and  a  smile  as  amorous  as  her 
protruding  tusks  would  allow.  My  mast^  could  well  ha?6 
spared  so  warm  a  confession,  hut  replied  yerj  mildly — ''  I  am 
aware,  Madam,  that  sensihility  hy  no  means  depends  on  the 
size  of  the  mouth,  and  I  am  yery  grateful  for  your  declanlaoa 
in  my  fayour,  hut  I  haye  engagements  which  it  is  impossihle  to 
break  through,  and  all  I  can  do  for  you  (for  I  would  not  have 
it  said  that  you  sought  my  protection  in  yain)  is,  instead  of 
attempting  to  defend  your  untenahle  ruin  of  a  castle,  to  take 
you  with  me  to  the  court  of  the  great  Fortimhras,  He  it 
endeayouring  to  find — ^why  I  know  not — all  oyer  the  world  a 
mouth  as  wide  as  his  own,  nearly  a  fiy>t  long.*' 

*'  That  is  precisely  the  measure  of  mine,*'  responded  the 
lady,  ''and. I  wiU  accompany  you  whithersoeyer  you  please, 
for  I  am  certain  my  passion  for  you  will  eyentually  triumph 
oyer  your  frigidity."  This  (as  my  master  afterwards  related  to 
me)  was  what  took  place  in  the  cahinet.  We  all  departed  hy  a 
priyate  way,  and  soon  after  reached  the  capital  of  Denmaik, 
with  the  yisors  of  our  helmets  down,  that  we  might  not  be 
recognised,  and  the  lady  with  a  thick  yeil  closely  drawn  oyer 
her  remarkable  countenance.  We  sought  a  priyate  audience 
with  the  king,  in  order  to  disclose  to  him  the  maryel  to  which 
he  attributed  so  high  a  value.  As  soon  as  he  saw  the  Ogress, 
he  exclaimed — 

"Ah,  my  cousin!  so  I  again  see  you?"  So  saying  he 
flung  himself  into  her  arms,  and  their  two  extensiye  mouths 
giving  each  other  the  most  expansive  kiss  the  world  eyer  saw 
or  heard,  Fortimhras  thanked  my  master  yery  gratefully  for 
having  restored  to  him  this  wide-mouthed  scion  of  his  famfly, 
about  whom  he  had  long  been  greatly  disquieted,  not  having 
heard  of  her  for  fifteen  years^  when  she  had  retired  into 
Bactriana  ;  and  thus  it  was  that  all  the  researches  of  his 
emissaries  had  been  fruitless.     The  Princess,  owing  to  cir- 
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cmnstances  too  tedious  for  present  detail,  had  been  compelled 
to  retire  to  Europe,  and  believing  that  the  King  of  Denmark 
would  not  receive  her  at  his  court  and  own  her  as  his  relation, 
she  would  not  risk  his  rebuff. 

**  The  times  are  changed  indeed !  "  said  Fortimbras  to  her ; 
"  so  long  as  the  queen  was  alive,  I  never  could  prevail  on  her 
to  reedve  you  with  the  honours  due  to  your  rank :  she  had 
need  of  all  her  virtue  to  bear  even  myself ;  although  being 
removed  one  generation  more  than  yourself  from  our  common 
stock,  I  have  no  tusks  ;  I  therefore  was  precluded  from  recal- 
ing  you.  After  her  death  I  was  alone  in  the  world,  with 
my  daughter  Sapinella,  who  monopolises  my  affections  :  but  I 
must  make  sure  of  the  succession  to  my  kingdoms,  and  from 
her  I  cannot  hope  for  progeny.  Incessantly  occupied  with  the 
.beauty  of  bar  foot,  which  is  in  truth  the  most  charming  little 
thing  in  the  world,  and  unable  to  find  shoes  to  fit  her,  her 
reason  and  even  her  health  are  palpably  suffering,  and  I  have 
hourly  alanns  that  I  shall  lose  her,  which  would  bo  my  death- 
blow, and  I  should  leave  my  kingdom  a  prey  to  factions  and 
disorders  which  would  rend  it  in  pieces.  There  is  not  one 
descendant  of  the  noble  race  of  the  Fortimbras  surviving,  and 
I  must  then  have  recourse  to  the  line  of  the  great  Ogrog,  the 
first  King  of  Cape  North  and  Loupgaroutia.  You  are  lineally 
descended  fr<Hn  him,  my  cousin:  you  are  entitled  to  my 
dominions,  and  if  you  have  no  children,  why,  yon  are  still  of  an 
sge  to  have  them. 

The  Ogress,  who  was  naturally  grateful  and  tender,  thanked 
the  King,  and  forgetful  of  the  strong  professions  of  love  sh^ 
had  recently  made,  was  so  bedazzled  with  the  charms  of 
a  crown,  that  she  declared  amorously  to  the  king  that  she 
never  would  have  children  if  he  were  not  their  father.  This 
well-assorted  match  was  thus  decided  on. 

The  Princess  Sapinella,  incessantly  occupied  about  her  shoes. 
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seemed  perfectly  indifferent  to  this  event.  The  wedding  was 
eelebrated  with  regal  magnificence,  the  bride,  covered  from 
head  to  foot  with  crown  jewels,  in  a  gown  of  golden  brocade 
richly  worked  with  gems,  only  looked  the  more  hideous  from 
her  splendour ;  but  this  did  not  preclude  the  Danish  poets  from 
making  odes,  composing  hymns,  ballads,  rondeaus,  and  poems, 
in  which  they  celebrated  all  her  charms,  including  the  ivory  of 
her  tusks,  the  total,  amounting  according  to  a  close  calculator,  to 
a  sum  of  fifty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  verses, 
good  and  bad ;  moreover,  each  author  thought  his  own  verses 
admirable,  and  those  of  his  competitors  execrable,  which  was  a 
double  pleasure  to  themselves  and  none  to  the  public,  who  never 
read  their  eulogistic  productions. 

My  master,  the  Ejiight,  had  by  no  means  lost  sight  of  the 
object  of  his  journey,  and  relying  thoroughly  on  the  voice,  was. 
anxious  to  recommence  the  trial  of  the  slipper.  He  trusted 
that  it  would  not  disappear  this  time,  and  had  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  show  it  to  the  Princess,  who  had  admired  its  shape  and  the 
beauty  of  the  diamonds  which  formed  the  buckles.  It  was, 
however,  requisite  that  the  ceremony  should  be  public,  and 
there  was  always  the  dread  that  the  fairy,  or  evil  genius,  who 
had  substituted  the  worn-out  shoe  for  the  precious  slipper, 
might  play  the  unseasonable  prank  over  again.  In  this  embar- 
rassing position  my  master  entreated  Sapinella  to  allow  him  to 
try  on  this  wonderful  slipper  first  in  private.  She  agreed,  and 
put  it  on  with  as  much  ease  as  if  it  had  been  made  for  her. 
Her  delight,  and  the  joy  of  the  Knight  were  excessive ;  but  she 
was  soon  dismayed  at  the  sudden  appearance  of  the  old  hag  of 
the  mountain,  who  arrived  astride  on  her  spindle. 

«*  Facardin !  "  she  screeched  out  in  her  discordant  voice, 
'<  behold  the  first  condition  imposed  on  you  is  fulfilled !  Do 
you  recollect  what  is  that  left  you  to  perform,  to  attain  the 
climax  of  your  desires  ?     There  is  an  indispensable  preliminary 
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of  which  I  must  remind  you,  since  you  appear  singularly  obli« 
Tioas  on  that  important  point.  Ton  must  enjoy  my  favours ; 
and  I  haye  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  since  you  appear  some- 
yrh&t  backward  in  doing  so  yourself,  that  I  shall  not  offer  any 
eoy  resistance." 

"  Wretched  beldam !  "  exclaimed  the  Knight,  repulsing  her 
with  horror,  **  you  ought  rather  think  of  your  grave,  than  of 
love ! " 

'*  My  little  pet,"  replied  the  hag,  through  her  nose,  "  why 
so  cruel  ?  Well,  since  you  are  so  cold  to  me,  so  shall  you  be 
to  all  the  world  ;  and  you,  young  Miss,  who  seem  no  better, 
i^hy,  joa  shall  share  his  fate."  So  saying,  she  touched  them 
hoth  with  her  spindle,  and  they  sunk  instantly  into  a  swoon, 
from,  which  nothing  can  arouse  them.  As  soon  as  the  King 
learned  this  afflicting  event,  he  sent  to  consult  an  oracle,  one 
of  his  friends,  who  dwells  in  the  caves  of  Boreas,  two  degrees 
from  the  pole  ;  and  he  replied  that  there  was  no  other  remedy 
to  cure  the  Princess  than  the  laugh  of  Mousellina  the  Serious. 
But  as  all  the  world  knows  she  never  has  laughed,  and  probably 
never  will  laugh,  poor  Fortimbras  believed  that  this  was  a  mere 
mockery ;  and  he  had  already  commanded  that  the  cave  of  the 
oracle  ahoold  be  filled  up,  with  ten  thousand  cubic  feet  of  ice 
and  snow,  when  he  thought  better  of  it,  and  resolved  to  forward 
his  daughter  and  the  Facardin  to  the  Princess  of  Astracan,  to 
watch  for  the  first  laugh  which  should  proceed  from  her  mouth. 
The  car  you  have  seen  was  constructed  for  this  purpose,  and 
this  long  journey;  and  as  for  me,  I  will  never  quit  the 
inanimate  body  of  my  poor  master." 

The  faithful  Esquire  having  thus  terminated  his  recital,  all  the 
bystanders  participated  in  his  natural  grief,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  conduct  the  procession  of  this  living  funeral  to  the  palace  of 
the  Princess  Mousselina,  in  order  to  prove  to  her  how  beneficial 
it  would  be  if  *she  would  at  length  take  the  trouble  of  laughing^ 
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were  it  only  to  break  the  enchantment  of  those  illnstrioitt 
personages. 

On  the  road,  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  entreated  the  Enigbt 
of  the  Awl  to  let  him  know  why  spnning-wheels  played  so 
great  a  part  in  this  comitry. 

"  We  are  all  employed,"  was  his  reply,  **  in  replacing  the 
three  hundi^ed  and  seyenty-four  dozen  of  shifts  that  Mousselius 
has  lost,  hoping,  moreoyer,  that  our  awkward  appearance^ 
which  seems  ridieulons  enough  eyen  to  ourselyes,  may  eyen- 
tually  make  her  laugh  also  ;  and,  as  yoa  are  engaged  in  this 
adyenture,  yon  must  spin,  as  we  do." 

This  occupation  did  not  appear  to  me  yery  compatible  with 
the  profession  of  arms,  but  I  had  no  time  to  complain  before 
we  reached  the  royal  residence  of  Astracan.  At  the  noise 
made  by  the  procession,  the  Princess  appeared  in  the  balcony, 
and  when  they  narrated  to  her  the  sad  adyenture  of  Facardin 
and  Sapinella  of  the  small  foot,  in  spite  of  the  natural  riyahy 
between  women  who  are  equally  lovely,  she  was  so  tender- 
hearted that  she  could  not  help  bursting  into  tears,  the  natural 
consequence  of  the  deplorable  spectacle  before  her.  This  was 
widely  different  from  laughing,  and  eyerybody  was  as  miserable 
as  possible,  when  an  extraordinary  spectacle  attracted  imiyersal 
attention.  The  air  was  suddenly  darkened,  and  a  yast  cload 
oyerspread  us,  which,  gradually  lowering,  was  discoyered  to  be 
an  assemblage  of  seyeral  thousand  birds  of  different  species, 
preceding  the  flying  chariot  of  the  great  Caramoussal,  and 
forming  his  eseort ;  or,  rather,  they  were  the  officers  of  his 
house,  for  they  all  wore  on  their  wings  his  sky-blue  and  sailron 
liyery ;  and  each  had  a  ring,  with  his  arms,  on  the  right  claw. 
His  body  guard  were  yultures :  his  band  of  music,  linnets  and 
nightingales  :  his  clerk  of  the  closet  was  a  gray  parrot :  and 
his  poets  two  swans  of  Mantua.  He  had  six  eagles  attached 
to  his  car ;  and  a  yery  nimble  jackdaw  was  his  postilion.    In  . 
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this  equipage  the  worthy  Enchanter  reached  ihe  Court  of  the 
King  of  Afitracan.  He  was  not  alone :  a  ladj,  somewhat 
advanced  in  jears,  was  on  his  right  hand.  She  seemed  in 
deep  affliction,  and  gave  her  hand  grarely  to  a  small  personage* 
Y&rj  richly  attired,  bat  Tery  ill  featured,  as  far  as  could  be 
diflcOTcredy  so  ample  was  the  Spanish  ruff  which  concealed  the 
whole  of  the  lo^er  part  of  his  face,  whilst  his  large  plume  of 
ostrich  feathers  covered  the  upper  part.  He  wore  yellow 
Bioroeco  boots,  a  rest  of  flame-coloured  satin,  a  mantle  of  silrer 
gauze,  and  a  baldrick,  whence  hung  a  tolerably  long  sword. 
His  breast  was  decorated  with  different  orders,  in  diamcmds, 
with  their  ribands  either  as  scarfs,  or  fastened  to  the  button- 
liole. 

This  attire  was  very  imposing,  and  from  the  distance  it  was 
impossible  to  recognise,  under  this  disguise,  the  Sorrowful  Ape, 
of  whom  mention  has  been  made  in  the  earlier  portion  of  these 
Memoirs.  Unfortunately  for  him,  the  end  of  his  tail  appeared 
through  his  smallclothes,  and  a  wicked  page,  as  mischievous 
ss  they  all  are,  perceiving  it,  went  behind  him  as  he  was  making 
his  first  reverence  to  the  Princess,  and  pinched  it  with  all  his 
might  aad  main.  The  poor  animal  could  not  bear  the  nip,  and 
made  a  horrible  contortion  of  visage.  The  dress  and  gravity 
of  the  Ape  had  already  inspired  Mousselina  with  more  gaiety 
than  she  had  experienced  in  her  life  before.  The  antics  and 
grimaces  he  made  when  his  tail  was  pinched,  and  the  blow  he 
gave  the  page  in  revenge,  completed  the  miracle,  and  a  peal  of 
ki^hter  was  distinctly  heard  from  her  lovely  mouth. 

An  event  so  important  and  so  propitious  excited  the  utmost 
joy.  The  old  Bong  her  father  wept  like  a  child ;  all  the  people 
were  delighted,  and  shouted  with  rapture  ;  and  the  musicians  of 
the  Court,  more  noisy  than  ever,  played  so  loudly  as  to  drown 
every  other  sound :  even  the  concert  of  the  great  Caramoussal^s 
birds ;  until  the  latter,  annoyed  by  all  this  uproar,  made  a  signal 
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with  his  staff,  and  then  the  music  ceased ;  the  singers  remuned 
open-mouthed,  the  fiddlers  with  their  hows  in  the  air,  and  the 
horn-players  with  their  mouths  filled  with  wind.  The  Ape 
profited  hy  this  silence  to  address  the  King. 

*'  Seigneur,"  he  said»  with  respectful  assurance,  **  the  oracle 
is  accomplished.  I  hare  made  your  daughter  laugh — ^joor 
positire  promise  I  rely  on — I  must  espouse  her.*' 

I  leave  you  to  judge  of  the  general  indignation  excited  by 
the  chimpanzee.  '<  Send  him  to  the  menagerie/'  said  some ; 
*'  Show  him  at  the  fair,"  said  others  ;  whilst  the  more  moderate 
were  for  dismissing  him  with  a  hag  of  nuts,  and  an  interdict 
against  his  ever  again  appearing  at  court.  All  the  nohle  knights 
who  for  some  years  had  deyoted  themselyes  and  their  liyes  to 
this  adventure  shook  again  with  rage.  The  tumult  was  at  its 
height  when,  in  order  to  appease  it,  the  elderly  lady  who  had 
accompanied  Caramoussal  advanced,  and,  raising  the  veil  which 
concealed  her  features,  said  to  the  King  of  Astracan — 

''  Sire,  and  you  princes  and  knights  who  hear  me,  I  am  the 
imhappy  Dowager  Princess  of  Trehizonde,  whom  misfortunes  of 
a  most  uncommon  nature  have  exiled  from  her  dominions  for 
the  last  twenty  years.  You  may  well  conceiye  how  painful  is 
the  confession  I  make  at  this  moment,  when  I  tell  you  that  he 
whom  you  see  under  this  repulsive  form  is  a  prince — ia  my  sooy 
as  well  as  you,  great  Facardin,  whom  I  recognise  heneath  the 
garh  of  a  cock,  and  also  the  Facardin  of  Mount  Atlas,  who  is 
at  this  instant  recovering  from  his  lethargy.  Tou,  Prince  of 
Trehizonde,  are  my  eldest  son,"  she  continued,  turning  towards 
me,  ''and  I  appeal  to  you  for  your  love  to  your  youngest 
brother. " 

''Madam,"  I  replied,  very  respectfully,  "if  owing  to  some 
mysterious  events,  which  I  do  not  seek  to  fathom,  I  am  really 
the  brother  of  these  knights,  their  noble  manners  and  distin- 
guished appearance  make  this  alliance  most  honourable  to  me« 
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and  I  most  willingly  admit  it ;  but  it  is  impossible  that  this 
monkey  can  hare  anything  in  conmion  with  us.*' 

Caramoussal  interrupted  me,  saying,  in  an  authoritatiye  tone : 
''  Young  man,  all  nature  is  covered  with  a  veil,  which  the  most 
piercing  eyes  are  unable  to  penetrate  ;  all  here  below  is  illusion 
and  error !  How  do  you  know  that  the  monkey's  hide  does 
not  coTer  one  of  the  noblest  of  hearts  ?  Do  we  not  see  men  of 
the  most  attractiye  appearance  with  feelings  so  debased,  as 
to  place  them  on  a  leyel  with  brutes  ?  And  are  there  not 
loTely  women  to  be  found  who  are  not  less  malicious  than 
apes  ?  " 

"Anything  you  please.  Sir  Caramoussal,"  cried  the  King  of 
Astracan,  purple  with  rage.  *'  Tou  speak  like  an  oracle,  as 
yon  are  ;  but  it  shall  neyer  be  said  that  I  hare  a  chimpanzee 
for  a  son-in-law,  and  mannosets  for  grandchildren." 

"  Sire,"  replied  the  Enchanter,  coldly,  *'  the  words  of  kings 
are  sacred.  You  have  promised  your  daughter  to  him  who 
should  make  her  laugh,  and  it  is  to  this  young  Prince  that  the 
Fates  haye  accorded  this,  the  signal  favour,  which  so  many  rivals 
have  for  so  long  a  time  solicited.  Still  I  can  imagine  your 
chagrin,  and  will  try  if  it  be  in  my  power  to  assuage  it." 

He  then  waved  his  wand  thrice  in  the  air,  and  after  a  pause 
there  was  heard  a  cry  like  the  distant  crowing  of  a  cock,  and 
very  soon  after  the  wonderful  cock  was  seen,  with  his  carbuncle 
'  crest  and  his  diamond  beak.  He  held  in  his  left  claw  a  grain  of 
millet,  which  the  Enchanter  broke.  This  grain  of  millet  con- 
tained a  piece  of  spider's  web,  on  which  was  written  in  magic 
characters  the  following  mystic  oracle,  which  Caramoussal  thus 
read: — 

Oracle. 
'    **  If  the  Princess  Mcmsselina  espouses  Facardin  under  his 
present  form,  all  their  children  vnll  he  invested  unth  the  divine 
appearance  characteristic  of  their  illustrious  origin.     That  at 
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her  vnll  he  may  assume  a  hvanan  shape  ;  ha  in  that  cote, 
Destiny  decrees  that  the  Princess  wUl  only  have  a  monkey  for 
a  son,  and  a  marmoset  for  a  dattghter,** 

This  terrible  oracle,  clearer  than  oracles  usually  are,  was 
expressed  in  the  original  in  reiy  bad  Terse.  The  Princess 
Mousselina,  the  use  of  whose  tongue  had  returned  irith  her 
laughy  was  prodigiously  embarrassed ;  and  we  may  be  wdl 
assured  that  the  heart  of  no  Princess,  since  the  commeneemoDt 
of  the  world,  was  erer  agitated  with  a  more  violent  c<Hitention 
of  the  fedings  of  modesty,  pride,  virtue,  maternity,  and 
self-loTO,  which  usually  reign  therein.  At  length  her  happj 
genius  inspired  her ;  she  heaved  a  deep  sigh,  and  after  making, 
like  a  dutiful  child,  a  reverential  curtsey  to  the  king  bar  father, 
**  Sire,"  she  exclaimed,  "  since,  in  ord^  that  your  royal  word  be 
kept,  I  must  wed  the  yotmgest  Facardin,  I  consent ;  and  I 
prefer  that  be  should  retain  his  present  form  to  the  horrible  ides 
of  giving  you  monsters  for  grandchildren  ;*'  and  as  she  spoke 
she  presented  her  hand  to  the  iubnkey-prince,  who,  affected  bj 
such  tenderness,  bent  his  knee  on  the  ground  very  respectfully, 
and  taking  the  Princess's  hand  very  delicately  in  his  paw 
was  about  to  kiss  it ;  but  before  his  apish  snout  could  touch  the 
lovely  hand  the  marvellous  cock  alighted  on  his  pate,  pecked  it 
strongly,  and,  flapping  his  wings  thrice,  at  the  third  flap  he 
flew  away  with  the  skin  and  tail  of  the  mcmkey,  and  in  his  pisee 
we  beheld  a  remarkably  handsome  young  man — to  the  vast 
satisfaction  of  the  King  and  the  surrounding  multitude.  Oara- 
moussal  declared  that  Destiny,  satisfied  at  the  generous  resolu- 
tion of  Mousselina,  had  in  consequence,  and  in  her  favour,  entirely 
destroyed  every  spell  of  enchantment,  and  that  her  children 
would  be  the  loveliest  in  the  worid; 

Attention  was  then  turned  towards  Sapinella  of  Jutland,  who 
had  awakened  in  her  chariot,  as  had  also  her  Facardin,  in  con- 
formity  with  the  prediction  of  the  oracle  of  the  Cave  of  Boreas* 
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These  iUnstriooB  penonages  appeared  somewhat  embarrassed  at 
findiiig  tJiemselves  in  such  a  positkm  in  the  pretence  of  such  a 
imiltitiide.  MoasseBna,  who  was  no  longer  the  Serious,  con- 
dneted  the  InfEOita  of  Denmark  io  her  own  apartment,  and  her 
fiither  ordered  restoratires  to  be  administered  to  Facardin  of 
Mount  AtUks,  who  was  in  great  need  thereof.  He  had  forgott^i 
daring  his  lethargj  the  nymph  of  the  Steel  Bow,  whose  slipper 
was  no  loi^r  to  be  found.  Sapinella  was  very  charming ;  he 
was  sore  of  the  consent  of  her  father,  Fortimbras,  for  whom  he 
had  BO  fortuiately  procnred  the  expansive  mouth  which  formed 
his  haj^iness.  The  Princess  was  not  insensible  to  his  love,  and 
thus  there  was  nothing  wanting  but  the  consent  of  his  mother, 
who,  finding  the  alliance  all  that  could  be  desired,  gave  her  free 
penoBsion. 

The  two  espousals  took  place  with  a  magnificence  I  shall 
act  attempt  to  dejnct,  for  fear  I  might  be  accused  of  exaggera- 
tion— a  reproach  I  by  no  means  deserve.  My  two  brothers 
thus  pnmded  £nr,  the  tall  Facardin  of  the  Fish-Kettle,  some- 
what embarrassed  at  appearing  in  this  august  assembly  with 
his  nulitary-culinary  costume,  which  was  no  longer  of  any 
avail,  resomed  his  helm  and  8W(«d,  and  set  forth  with  the 
Knight  of  the  Awl  and  him  of  the  Cock,  in  search  of  new 
adventures.  Chrystallina,  whose  curiosity  was  not  yet  satisfied, 
Mowed  them  in  the  attire  of  a  page,  trusting  to  find  various 
opportomties  of  satisfying  her  taste.  I  embraced  my  brother 
tenderly,  and  he  promised  me  that  I  should  be  duly  informed 
of  all  that  happened  to  him,  and  if  it  be  interesting  I  shall 
leanest  your  Highness'  permission  to  relate  it  to  yon.  As  for 
my  mother,  she  yielded  to  the  entreaties  of  her  daughter-in- 
law,  the  Princess  Sapinella,  and  accompanied  her  to  Denmark. 
I  wished  all  a  happy  journey,  and  then  wended  on  my  way  to 
Trebizonde,  in  order  to  execute  any  orders  with  which  my 
Lord  the  Sultan  might  please  to  entrust  me. 

b2 


244  COUNT  HAMILTON*B  TALES. 

'<  Ah  !  "  exclaimed  Dinarzade.  *'  So  then  we  are  at  length 
deliyered  from  all  this  Facardin  stuff !  though,  to  be  sure,  it  is 
not  without  trouble ;  for  we  hare  had  to  run  over  moimtains  and 
valleys,  to  the  north  and  to  the  south,  and  to  the  east  and  to  the 
west,  and,  nevertheless,  those  who  hare  any  curiosity  or  any 
taste  for  a  complete  story,  yours  must  be  very  unsatisfactoij. 
We  have  no  information  of  the  old  woman  of  Mount  Atlas— 
we  know  not  what  became  of  the  Spindles,  nor  wherefore  die 
Knight  of  the  Cock  dresses  himself  in  so  remarkable  a  manner 
<— -then  moreover  these  contradictions  and  mysteries " 

"Fray,  madam,  do  hold  your  tongue,"  said  the  Sultan, 
rubbing  his  eyes ;  *'if  we  were  all  so  difficult  of  conviction, 
there  would  be  no  occasion  to  read  hbtories,  for  those  written 
now-a-days  are  quite  as  obscure,  scarcely  more  true,  and  cer- 
tainly less  amusing  than  the  narration  we  have  just  heard." 

**  That  can  only  be,'*  retorted  Dinarzade,  pettishly,  '*  when 
compared  with  those  miserable  productions  which  your  highness 
is  pleased  to  approve,  and  if  my  sister,  the  Sultana  Scheherazade, 
had  not  lost  her  voice,  she  would  relate  adventures  infinitelj 
superior;  but  at  least  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  ought  to 
explain  to  us  how  he  became  brother  to  the  other,  three 
Facardins — ^a  circumstance  which,  as  yet,  he  has  lefb  unex- 
plained." 

"True — ^true — ^very  true,"  said  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies, 
"  you  ought.  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  to  have  asked  your  mother 
for  the  recital  of  her  adventures." 

"  I  did  so.  Sire,"  replied  the  eldest  of  the  Facardins,  "and  I 
have  them  about  me,  and  will,  with  your  gracious  permission, 
read  them,  if  your  highness  will  deign  to  listen.  But  I  hear 
the  crier,  who  is  reminding  all  faithful  Mussulmans  that 
to-day  is  Friday,  and,  as  various  duties  now  commence,  I  will 
retire." 

"Stay — stay— pray  stay,"  said  the  Sultan,  abruptly;  "we 
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are  not  precise  as  clock-work  here.  Besides,  princes  hare  legiti- 
mate ezciues,  and  the  great  duties  they  hare  to  fulfil  to  their 
subjects,  enable  them  to  dispense  with  minute  details." 

Dinarzade  smiled  significantly — the  Sultana  sighed,  and  the 
Prince  of  Trehizonde,  after  thrice  clearing  his  voice,  thus  com- 
menced the  history  of  his  mother  : — 


HEMOIBS  OF  THE  DOWAGER  PRINCESS  OF  TREBIZONDE, 
MOTHER  OF  THE  FOUR  FACARDINS. 

The  few  charms  with  which  nature  gifted  me  have  been 
&ta2  to  my  repose.  I  was  living  tranquilly  with  my  spouse, 
the  Prince  of  Trehizonde,  and  one  son  was  already  the  fruit  of 
our  union,  when,  walking  one  evening  with  my  women  on  the 
verdant  banks  of  the  Black  Sea,  I  perceived  amongst  the  rocks 
a  beautifol  lizard,  as  green  as  an  emerald.  It  did  not  attempt 
to  escape,  hut  on  the  contrary  crawled  towards  me,  whilst  I 
contemplated  it  with  interest,  remarking  that  it  had  on  its 
back  some  strange  characters  traced  in  gold.  It  seemed  so 
gentle  and  pleasing  that  I  was  seized  with  a  desire  to  take  it 
np,  but  my  repugnance  for  such  reptiles  was  such,  that  I 
hastened  away,  and  then  I  saw  it  disappear  in  the- crevices  of  a 
rook. 

Scarcely  had  I  advanced  a  hundred  paces  from  this  spot, 
when  I  perceived  on  the  sea-shore  a  small  bird  of  a  resplendent 
yellow  plumage,  with  a  tuft  on  its  head  and  the  tail  of  brilliant 
red.  I  ohserved  that  it  was  struggling  violently,  and  on 
approaching  found  that  it  had  incautiously  put  its  bill  into  a 
half-opened  oyster,  which  had  closed  upon  it  and  caught  it  as 
in  a  trap.  The  poor  little  suiSerer  interested  me  so  greatly  that 
I  took  up  the  oyster  and  freed  the  bird.  I  expected,  of  course, 
that  it  would  instantly  fly  away,  but,  instead  of  this,  he  flapped 
his  wings  and  put  his  beautiful  beak  in  my  mouth,  to  thank  me^ 
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Thia  greatlj  intereBted  me,  and  I  held  out  my  finger,  on  ifi^k 
it  immediately  perched*  and  I  conveyed  it  to  my  apaitmeoi 
It  was  so  gentle  and  tame»  that  when  I  placed  it  in  a  cage,  I 
left  the  door  open  that  it  might,  if  it  pleased,  come  out  «nd 
rest  on  my  parrot's  perch.  I  went  to  hed  with  the  Prince,  my 
husband,  as  usual.  Next  morxung  he  set  out  for  the  chase 
very  early,  without  waking  me,  when  suddenly  I  was  aroufled 
by  a  dazzling  light  in  my  chamber.  I  opened  my  eyes,  and 
saw  the  bird  on  the  perch,  who,  gradually  increasing  in  aiie, 
became  a  Genie  whose  features  were  regular,  but  whose  coun- 
tenance was  rather  imposing  than  agreeable. 

''  Madame/'  he  said  to  me,  approaching  towards  my  bed, 
**  pardon  the  disguise,  the  result  of  the  passion  with  which  jou 
have  inspired  me.  It  was  I  who  appeared  to  you  yesterday  in 
the  shape  of  a  green  lizard,  then  as  a  bird;  for  my  power,  great 
as  it  is,  did  not  enable  me  to  penetrate  to  yonr  apartment 
without  your  consent :  the  fairy  who  presided  07er  your  birth 
protected  you  from  such  an  event." 

**  Sir,"  I  replied,  greatly  aJarmed,  **  if  my  eonsent  to  joor 
being  here  is  necessary  for  your  remaining,  I  declare  that  I 
entirely  withhold  it,  especially  at  such  an  early  hour." 

<'  It  is  too  late  now,  madam ;  you  have  established  me  in 
your  chamber,  and  here  I  shall  remain.  Remember  that  yoor 
reputation  can  be  by  no  means  affected,  as  I  can  becmne  a  bird 
again  as  soon  as  you  please." 

"That  I  will  never  believe,  unless  I  see  it,"  I  replied, in 
a  mild  tone. 

'*  Well  then,  Princess,  you  shall  be  convinced; " — ^and  as  he 
spoke,  his  size  gradually  diminished;  his  eap,  adorned  with 
handsome  red  feathers,  became  again  a  tuft ;  his  dress,  of 
jonquil  satin,  changed  into  plumage  of  the  same  colour.  The 
metamorphosis  was  complete,  and  he  began  flying  round  the 
chamber.     I  p^sented  my  finger  to  him,  resolved,  if  I  caught 
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I  iiim,  to  pat  him  into  the  cage,  in  order  that  I  might  thus  free 
mjaelf  from  his  importunities;  hiit  he  guessed  my  intention  ; 
and,  i^soming  bis  natural  diape,  said  to  m%  in  a  tone  of 
mockery, — 

"Tou  wish,  then,  to  imprison  me — surely  it  is  enough  to 
bear  your  fetters  as  I  do.  I  will  say  more  to  you  when  you 
are  at  my  abode."  And  so  saying,  he  touched  me  with  a  small 
harj  wand  lie  had  concealed  in  his  sleeve. 

"  Become  &  parroquet, "  he  exclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  and  I  was 
transfunned  into  a  parroquet  accordingly*  I  was  so  astonished 
at  seeing  myself,  in  my  mirror,  with  a  green  plumage,  a  long 
tail,  and  two  small  round  eyes  fringed  with  red,  that  I  allowed 
iom  to  catch  pie  very  easily.  He  put  me  into  the  cage,  opened 
the  window,  and  darted  away  with  me.  I  cannot  precisely  say 
how  long  our  flight  lasted^  for  it  was  made  with  such  rapidity 
ihat  I  could  not  discover  the  country  over  which  we  passed;  all 
I  know  is,  that  I  was  perfectly  giddy  with  it  when  we  reached 
the  Genie's  dwdOiing,  which  he  had  fixed  in  the  midst  of  an 
extensiTe  orange  grove.  That  in  which  he  lived  was  much 
higher  than  the  highest  minarets  of  our  mosques,  and  the 
ttvaak  was  as  big  in  circumference  as  a  tower ;  and  in  the 
lower  part  dwelt  the  sprites,  and  goblins,  and  other  petty 
officers  of  his  house,  reserving  to  himself  the  upper  parts  of 
t2ie  tree,  whose  branches  were  f(»:med  into  a  suite  of 
boudoirs  verj  artistically  arranged ;  festoons  of  flowers  and 
garlands  of  fruits  decorated  the  apartments,  fiimi&hed  with 
elegant  simplicity.  At  the  end  of  the  ^epinCg-room  was  a 
parterref  ornamented  with  the  rarest  plants  from  the  three 
quarters  of  the  globe,  and  a  small  orchard  of  dwarf  trees,  of  all 
Ibe  known  species,  and  always  in  full  bearing  with  the  most 
ddidous  fruits.  These  aerial  gardens  terminated  with  a  kiosk> 
in  the  shape  of  a  nest,  placed  in  one  of  the  highest  branches, 
whence  there  was  a  superb  view  extending  beyond  the  forest. 
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When  I  had  rested  for  a  little  while  the  Genie  restored  me  to 
my  own  form,  and  led  me  to  this  pavilion. 

«  Look  about  jou,"  said  he ;  "all  that  you  can  see  for  fifty 
leagues  round  belongs  to  me  ;  but  as  your  sight  is  too  weak  to 
distinguish  objects  from  the  height  at  which  we  are,  take  these 
eje-gltisaeB,  to  which  I  hare  affixed  two  prepared  lynx-eyes." 

I  put  on  these  spectacles,  and  saw  beneath  me  the  most 
fertile  lands,  the  most  luxuriant  fields,  ripening  harvests, 
grazing  flocks,  orchards  laden  with  fndt :  I  distinguished  the 
streams  which  wound  amongst  the  groves,  and  boats  navigatisg 
a  lovely  river,  which  flowed  gently  on.  All  this  landscape  was 
animated  with  a  population  of  both  sexes,  who  were  occupied 
in  agricultural  labours,  and  who  appeared  joyful  and  at  their 
ease.  I  should  have  contemplated  this  delightful  spectacle 
with  pleasure  if  I  could  have  forgotten  the  darling  objects  I 
had  left  at  Trebizonde — ^the  Prince,  my  husband,  and  my  son ; 
but  they  were  constantly  in  my  thoughts.  I  threw  myself  on 
my  knees  before  the  Genie,  and  said  to  him : — 

**  Sir,  you  are  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  richest  sovereigns 
in  the  world ;  you  have  a  dwelling  as  singular  as  it  is  agree- 
able ;  you  rule  over  extensive  provinces,  and  have,  at  your 
order,  beings  who  have  each  of  them  more  power  than  the  first 
monarchs  of  the  earth  ;  nothing  ia  wanting  to  your  happiness : 
then  pity  an  unhappy  Princess  who  has  never  offended  you, 
and  do  not  any  longer  trouble  the  repose  of  an  illustrious  and 
virtuous  family." 

"Your  beatLty,  Madam,"  replied  the  Genie,  **  destroys  the 
effect  of  your  discourse  ;  all  the  riches  I  have  disclosed  to  yoa 
have  no  longer  any  value  for  me  unless  they  are  shared  by 
you ;  or  if  you  do  not  give  me  your  heart  in  exchange  for 
mine,  I  would  prefer  being  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  simple 
gnome,  if  you  would  become  my  wife  ;"  and  he  accompanied 
these  words  with  an  oath  so  terrible  that  the  whole  tree  shook. 
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This  Tiolence  frightened  me»  and  knowing  I  was  in  his  power, 
I  tried  to  gain  time>  and  therefore  entreated  him  not  to  speak 
to  me  of  his  love  hefore  the  expiration  of  two  months :  he 
would  only  grant  me  eight  days»  and  I  then  withdrew  to  the 
apartment  destined  for  me,  praying  to  all  the  powers  of  Heaven, 
and  bewailing  my  uihappy  lot.  I  shotdd  hare  remained  ab- 
sorbed in  my  grief  had  not  the  Genie  insisted  on  my  taking  a 
walk  every  day.  One  evening,  whilst  I  was  contemplating 
mih  sm^^rise  a  fountain  which  played  with  delicious  freshness 
in  tluB  enchanting  spot,  I  remarked  a  small  sylph,  the  loveliest 
little  creature  in  the  world,  who  was  taking  water  from  it  to 
pour  on  some  carnations. 

"Princess,"  he  said  to  me,  ''this  spring  surprises  you — 
know,  then,  that  it  is  due  to  the  toil  and  industry  of  my  brethren. 
They  sweep  with  their  wings  the  dew  that  falls  on  the  leaves 
and  buds  into  reservoirs  which  nourish  this  fountain ;  but  I 
should  deeply  lament  to  see  it  augmented  by  the  tears  which 
flow  from  your  beautiful  eyes.  Alas !  why  is  it  not  in  my 
power  to  console  you  ?  " 

"Benevolent  little  creature,"  I  relied,  deeply  affected, 
"  the  only  means  of  alleviating  my  grief  would  be  by  deliver- 
ing me  from  this  place,  in  which  I  have  everything  to  fear  for 
my  honour." 

"  To  deliver  you  is  impossible,"  responded  the  sylph  ;  "  all 
I  can  do  is  to  consult  a  hermit  my  friend,  the  possessor  of 
some  extraordinary  secrets,  and  who  might  serve  you.  I  risk 
much  in  even  attempting  this  ;  and  if  the  Genie,  my  master^ 
suspected  me,  I  should  be  shut  up  for  two  or  three  thousand 
years  in  one  of  the  roots  of  this  great  tree.  This  would  be  a 
fearful  penance  f<^  one  who  loves  the  open  air  and  liberty,  as  I 
do ;  but  we  must  run  some  risk  to  succour  beauty  in  distress, 
and  to-morrow  you  shall  hear  from  me." 

Next  day  I  was  at  the  fountain  before  him,  but  he  was  not 
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long  after  me  :  he  told  me  he  had  seen  his  friend  the  hermit, 
and  obtained  from  him  a  book  endowed  with  manrellous  virtaes. 

«  Here  it  is,"  said  he,  *'  and  jou  must  nerer  part  with  it." 
He  quitted  me  instantly,  and  I  returned  to  my  apartment,  and 
there  read  in  the  first  page  the  words,  '  Af)oid  cppartunii^,* 
I  turned  to  the  next  leaf,  and  then  the  same  words  were 
written,  and,  in  faet,  repeated  on  erexj  page,  and  this  marvel- 
lous book  contained  nothing  more.  I  laid  it  on  my  table,  and 
thought  no  more  about  it.  Howerer,  the  respite  granted  bj 
the  Genie  soon  passed — every  day  he  became  more  pressing  and 
I  more  unhappy  ;  for  my  duty  and  my  inclination  both  revolted 
from  him.  At  length  my  little  friend  the  sylph  informed  me 
that  his  master  intended  from  that  very  erening  to  compel  me 
without  farther  delay  to  occupy  the  same  apartment  as  lum- 
self.     Scarcely  had  he  told  me  this,  when  the  Genie  appeared. 

He  was  violently  excited,  and  instead  of  his  usual  protesta- 
tions of  love,  made  to  me  the  most  revolting  proposals.  I 
begged  ;  I  wept ;  I  prayed — ^nothing  could  prevail  upon  him, 
and  I  was  on  the  point  of  falling  a  victim  to  his  violence,  wheii» 
strange  to  say,  the  little  book  came  flying  towards  us  and  inte^ 
posed  itself  between  ns.  The  Genie  tried  to  ravish  a  IdsS), 
when  the  little  book  placed  itself  on  his  lips  :  scarcely  had  he 
removed  it  than  it  fell  in  my  bosom,  which  he  was  pres&iiig 
with  too  bold  a  hand ;  in  fact,  in  all  directions,  and  whatever 
he  attempted,  there  was  the  magic  buckler,  everywhere,  and  at 
every  spot  it  opposed  his  endeavours,  and  with  a  success  that 
rendered  them  unavailing.  The  Genie  foamed  with  rage,  and 
unable  to  break  the  force  of  the  charm,  he  seized  upon  me,  and 
flung  me  and  my  book  over  the  boundary  wall  of  the  garden : 
from  this  vast  height  I  fell,  and  had  not  the  dear,  obliging  httle 
sylph  broken  my  fall,  I  must  have  been  dashed  to  pieces.  I  was 
a  long  time  recovering  my  senses,  and  when  restored  to  them, 
I  found  myself  on  a  litter,  borne  by  four  woodcutters,  who  con- 
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yejed  me  to  a  hut,  irkere  I  received  from  an  old  woman,  who 
lodged  with  them,  all  the  care  I  required.  As  soon  as  I  was 
somewhat  reeoTered^  I  inquired  the  distance  to  Trehizonde, 
hot  these  worthy  people  had  never  heard  of  such  a  city.  I 
then  asked  the  name  of  the  country  in  which  I  was,  and  they 
told  me  I  was  two  days*  journey  from  Mount  Atlas.  As  I  was 
patting  these  questions  there  was  a  noise  at  the  entrance  to 
the  hut ;  it  was  a  knight,  who  was  passing  with  his  squire, 
and  asked  for  some  refreshment,  for  it  is  prodigiously  hot  in 
tMs  part  of  Africa.  He  was  greatly  astonished  to  see  in  this 
horel  a  person  of  my  rank.  I  told  him  my  name,  without, 
howerer,  caitering  into  the  details  of  my  history,  and 
entreated  him  by  all  the  objects  of  his  affection  to  con- 
duct me  to  Trehizonde.  ''  It  will  take  me,'*  he  replied, 
"  seren  months'  journey  to  escort  you  so  far,  but  I  promise 
to  conduct  you  thither  as  soon  as  I  have  terminated  the  busi- 
ness that  brings  me  into  this  country.  I  have  come  hither  to 
coiisnlt  the  great  Caramoussal,  whose  reputation  extends  over 
the  whole  world :  if  he  cannot  restore  to  me  the  happiness  of 
which  I  kaye  been  deprired,  I  shall  die,  for  I  cannot  live  after 
the  loss  I  have  sustained.  Judge  yourself,"  he  continued, 
with  tears  iii  his  eyes ;  *'  see  the  likeness  of  her  who  was  my 
beloved  wife ;"  and  at  the  same  time  he  drew  from  his  right 
pocket  the  portrait  of  so  lovely  a  woman,  that  it  was  difficult 
which  most  to  admire,  the<  regularity  of  her  features,  or  the 
delicacy  of  her  physiognomy.  When  we  had  contemplated  it 
fcr  some'  time,  he  drew  (sobbing  deeply)  from  his  left  pocket  a 
golden  case,  about  as  long  as  a  finger.  **  Look,"  he  exclaimed, 
**  this  is  all'  that  remains  to  me  of  this  adorable  creature  ;  the 
excess  of  her  sensibility  has  reduced  her  to  this  condition  ;  her 
Blind  was  equal  to  her  personal  attaractions,  and  her  love  to  me 
exceeded  both.  I  adored  her,  and  still  she  was  not  happy ; 
her  nervous  and  susceptible  disposition   always  conjured  up 
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a  thousand  chimeras,  which  all  my  attentiomi  were  incapable  of 
remoying." 

*' '  You  love  me/  she  would  say ;   '  at  least  you  tell  me 

BO,   and  perhaps   you  do,   and  are  sincere ;   but  you  are  in 

error.    You  find  me  pretty,  and  it  is  my  eyes  and  features  that 

have  gained  me  your  liking — ^it  is  not  my  mind  that  you  loye.* 

*'  In  vain  did  I  try  to  persuade  her  of  the  contrary ;  I  could  not 

conyince  her,  so  at  last  she  went  to  the  tutelary  fairy,  who 

protected  her  family,  and  by  her  importunities  obtained  from 

her  the  power  of  decomposing  herself.     The  first  use  she  made 

of  this  unfortunate  power  was  to  deprive  herself  of  an  eye. 

**  <  Well,'  she  said,  Mo  you  still  love  me  with  this  deformity?  ' 

**  *  Yes,  indeed,  and  very  truly,*  I  replied  ;  *  more  than  ever.' 

«  Then  she  took  off  one  of  her  ears  ;  and  at  length,  desirous  of 

putting  her  experiment  to  the  utmost  extremity,  and  madly 

jealous  of  the  form  I  idolised,  she  began  by  degrees  to  melt 

away,  first  half  an  inch,  then  an  ell,  until  she  wasted  to  the 

length  of  my  finger.    This,  however,  was  but  a  temporaiy 

trial,  for  she  relied  on  being  able  to  resume  her  natural  size,  as 

well  as  the  lost  eye  and  ear.     Unfortunately,  however,  she  had 

not  this  power,  and  after  various  fruitless  efforts  she  fell  sick 

with  vexation,  and  died,  the  victim  of  her  own  folly.     As  for 

me,  in  despair  at  her  premature  death,  I  embalmed  her,  and 

here  she  is."    He  then  opened  the  ^tui,  and  showed  me  a  small 

mummy,  embalmed  after  the  Egyptian  manner.      However 

engrossed  with  my  own  grief,  I  could  not  forbear  shedding 

tears  at  the  fate  of  this  imfortunate  lady.     The  Knight,  after 

having  kissed  the  cold  relic,  closed  the  case,  and  put  the  dear 

object  of  his  deep  regret  in  his  pocket,  uttering  a  heartfelt 

sigh.     He  then  offered  to  conduct  me  to  a  nobleman  of  his 

acquaintance,  who  lived  in  a  fine  chateau  at  the  foot  of  Momit 

Atlas,  whilst  he  went  to  consult  the  Enchanter  Caramoussal, 

who  occupied  the  summit.     I  accepted  his  obliging  offer,  left 
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the  honest  woodcutters,  promising  faithfullj  to  recompense 
them  xiehlj,  bo  soon  as  Fortune  should  afford  me  the  means. 

I  WAS  extremelj  well  receiyed  at  the  ch&teau.  I  remained 
there  ten  days,  at  the  end  of  which  we  saw  the  Knight  return » 
more  depressed,  if  possible,  than  ever.  He  told  us  that  the 
Enchanter  had  declared  to  him  that  he  never  could  reyivifj  his 
mnmmj,  miless  he  obtained  the  permission  of  the  old  woman  of 
the  spinning-wheels ;  that  he  had  set  out  at  once  to  solicit 
this,  hut  she  had  asked  such  terms  for  her  consent,  as  he  was 
imable  to  accede  to,  howeyer  desirous  he  might  have  been  to 
do  80.  When  pressed  for  an  explanation  he  blushed,  and  con- 
tinued his  recital  thus  ; — 

''  She  required  that  I  should  reside  for  six  months  in  her 
hut,  harag  no  bed  but  hers,  and  by  way  of  earnest  she  gave 
me  a  kiss  that  almost  suffocated  me.  I  thought  it  better  to 
rejom  my  deplored  wife  by  dying  of  chagrin,  than  to  expire  in 
the  filthy  caresses  of  this  infernal  and  amorous  old  hag  ;  and  if 
I  had  not  promised  the  Princess  of  Trebizonde  to  escort  her 
hack  to  her  dominions,  I  would  instantly  fling  myself  into  the 
»ea  headlong;  but  I  will  defer  this  until  I  have  fulfilled  my 
engagement  with  her."  All  present  tried  to  console  him,  but 
te  remamed  inflexible  in  his  determination.  At  length  we 
set  out,  and  traversed  the  banks  of  the  Mediterranean  to  the 
Isthmus  of  Suez — I  must  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the 
attention  and  care  of  the  disconsolate  widower  during  this  long 
Jowney.  For  my  part,  I  endeavoured  to  soothe  his  sorrows, 
*iid  offered  him  every  consolation  which  friendship  could  suggest, 
lor  I  really  felt  a  sincere  regard  for  him.  I  saw  with  pleasure 
that  my  endeavours  were  not  vain,  and  when  we  reached 
■^ftgdad,  where  we  remained  several  days,  making  preparations 
'or  crossing  the  Great  Desert,  it  struck  me  that  a  soft  melan* 
eholyhad  replaced  the  deep  sadness  which  had  hitherto  over- 
spread his  countenance.     As  for  me,  my  mind  was  divided 
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between  hope  and  despair,  and  I  sighed  for  the  moment  when 
I  shonld  again  find  myself  at  TrebijEonde ;  but  I  was  afraid 
that  grief  at  my  loss  had  destroyed  the  health  of  my  hnsband, 
whose  tenderness  I  so  well  knew.  I  gave  myseH  np  to  this 
reflection,  as  I  wandered  alone  <m  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates 
on  the  eyening  appointed  for  our  departure,  when  the  Knight 
came  hastily  towards  me.  He  appeared  troubled,  and  begged  me 
to  return  to  our  abode,  without  giving  me  any  reply  to  my  ques- 
tions. I  could  not  extract  from  him  anything  but  general 
reflections  on  the  miseries  of  human  life,  aoid  broken  wiwds, 
which  were  of  evil  omen,  until,  at  length,  imable  longer  to 
endure  this  painful  position,  I  entreated  him  to  ezpUun  all  to 
me  without  reserve.  I  then  learnt,  with  what  agony  you  may 
imagine,  that  he  had  met  a  slave  merchant,  who  had  just 
arrived  from  Trebisonde,  where  a  sad  calamity  had  occurred 
since  my  departure.  The  Prince  of  the  Bactrians  had  profited 
by  the  great  trouble  of  my  husband,  and  the  state  of  dejection 
into  which  he  had  sunk,  to  attack  his  kingdoms  ;  he  had  even 
penetrated  to  the  capital,  and  by  a  general  assault  carried  the 
place  :  aH  the  courage  of  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  had  been 
unequal  to  its  defence,  and  he  had  died  gloriously,  sword  in 
hand.  The  eruel  conqueror  had  fired  the  palace,  and  my  son, 
the  youthful  Prince,  had  perished  in  the  flames.  I  fainted 
when  I  heard  this  intelligence ;  and  when  at  length  I  was 
restored  to  my  senses,  I  gave  way  to  the  most  fearful  despur* 
The  Knight,  instead  of  abandoning  me  to  my  unhappy  fate, 
redoubled  his  care  and  attentions,  and  pn^Hwed  to  me  to  go 
with  him  to  the  kingdom  of  Samarcand,  where  his  sister,  a  rich 
and  amiable  widow,  had  large  estates,  and  who  would,  he 
assured  me,  receive  us  with  pleasure.  AU  had  now  become 
indifferent  to  me,  and  I  consented  to  accompany  him  ;  and  two 
months  afterwards  we  reached  the  termination  of  our  journey- 
The  lady  of  the  casUe  was  absent,  but  her  brother  did  the 
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lumours  of  the  enchanting  abode.  He  neglected  nothing  thai 
could  amiue  me,  and  every  day  there  was  some  fresh  pleasure. 
He  was  nolcmger  engrossed  with  the  thoughts  of  her  who  had 
been  so  long  the  object  of  his  regrets.  I  had  replaced  her  in 
lus  heart.  Still,  respecting  my  deep  b(»tows,  he  was  some  time 
bef<Mre  he  made  known  to  me  his  passion,  and  when  he  did  so  I 
straggled  against  it  for  a  long  time ;  but  as  his  birth,  his 
fortime,  and  his  good  qualities  were  not  unworthy  of  me,  I 
finally  consented  to  give  him  my  hand.  The  following  year  I 
gaTe  birth  to  a  son,  whom  I  called  Facardin,  in  memory  of 
him  whom  I  helieyed  I  had  lost,  and  whose  memory  was 
ahrajrs  present  to  my  mind.  The  Knight,  my  husband,  was 
overjoyed  at  this  event.  He  had  given  up  all  adventure,  and 
would  never  liave  left  me,  had  not  his  passionate  ardour  for  the 
cbase  sometimes  led  him  to  pass  whole  days  in  the  thick 
forests  with  which  the  country  is  covered.  They  were  filled 
irith  bears,  lions,  tigers,  and  other  ferocious  animals,  amongst 
wbich  the  wild  boars  were  not  the  least  formidable ;  and  one 
of  these  ftwimAla  threw  my  husband  from  his  horse,  and  gave 
him  a  severe  wound  in  the  thigh  with  his  tusks,  and  in  this 
sad  state  the  hunstmen  conveyed  him  to  the  castle.  I  sent 
for  tbe  most  skilful  surgeons  in  Samarcand;  but  when  they 
examined  the  woimd,  they  at  once  gave  him  up  as  incurable. 
The  Knight  heard  their  opinion  with  much  firmness — ^begged 
to  see  me,  and  when  I  came  by  his  bedside  thus  addressed 
me: — 

*^1  much  regret,  my  dear  madam,  that  I  cannot  throw 
myself  at  your  feet ;  for  it  is  there  I  ought  to  ask  your  pardon, 
althoQgh  I  confess  myself  unworthy  of  it" 

'*  Alas  !  "  I  replied,  '*  do  not  add  to  my  grief  by  language 
such  as  this  ;  the  despair  in  which  I  behold  you  adds  to  your 
Buffering ;  be  assured,  whatever  may  be  your  wrongs  to  me, 
I  forgive  you." 
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**  That  is  impossible,"  he  said,  in  an  altered  voice;  "the 
deep  remorse  which  rends  my  heart  on  the  brink  of  the  tomb, 
compels  me  to  reveal  to  you  the  fatal  secret  which  has  lain  so 
long  and  so  heavily  on  my  conscience.  Listen  and  tremble :  the 
tale  I  told  you  at  Bagdad  of  the  misfortunes  at  Trebizonde  was 
but  a  vile  imposition.  The  Prince,  your  husband,  is  living,  as 
well  as  your  son.  Forget  a  wretch  who  deserves  a  thousand 
deaths,  and  who  has  no  other  excuse  than  the  violence  of  the 
passion  with  which  you  have  inspired  him.  Hate  me,  despise 
me ;  but  do  not  allow  the  child  to  be  the  victim  of  his  father's 
crime." 

His  sobs  and  weakness  prevented  him  from  continuing.  For 
me,  I  found  myself  in  the  strangest  condition  of  mind  it  is 
possible  to  imagine.  I  learnt,  on  the  one  hand,  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  and  of  my  dear  Facardin ; 
but  I  also  saw  dying  a  man  to  whom  I  was  tenderly  attached, 
and  who  was  the  father  of  my  second  son.  The  future  vas 
fraught  with  most  cruel  doubts  for  me.  Ought  I  to  return  to 
Trebizonde  to  my  legitimate  spouse — and  ought  I  to  resume 
my  place  near  him,  concealing  from  him  all  that  had  passed;  or 
was  it  not  necessary  to  avow  my  fault,  and  submit  to  what- 
soever he  might  please  to  order?  In  the  midst  of  this 
perplexity  the  Knight  died.  He  had  placed  me  in  a  most 
deplorable  position,  and  yet  I  shed  tears  to  his  memoiy. 
I  sent  my  son  to  his  aunt,  and  it  is  he  whom  you  see  here 
to-day,  after  so  many  memorable  adventures,  the  husband 
of  the  Princess  of  Jutland.  For  myself  I  resolved  to  set 
out  to  Trebizonde,  and  throw  myself  at  the  feet  of  the  Prince, 
my  husband,  confessing  my  crime.  I  took  advantage  of  a 
caravan  of  a  slave-merchant,  who  was  going  to  Circassia,  and 
would  halt  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Trebizonde. 

Fate  was  not  yet  weary  of  persecuting  me.  As  we  crossed 
the  deserts  of  Barbaria^  we  were  attacked  by  a  hordo  of 
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iTartars,  irho  plundered  the  caravan,  and  who,  without  any 
respect  for  mj  rank  and  my  misfortunes,  sold  me  as  a  slaye  to 
a  rich  merchant  of  Moussul.  He  took  me  to  his  house,  and  I 
had  much  to  put  up  with  from  his  wife,  who  was  jealous  and 
iQ-tempered.  She  could  not  forgive  me  for  the  predilection 
which  her  hushand  seemed  to  entertain  for  me,  and  to  such  a 
pitch  did  she  carry  her  feelings,  that  she  actually  fell  ill 
and  died  of  vexation.  My  master  was  hy  no  means  grieved, 
and  speedily  proposed  to  me  to  occupy  her  place.  I  could  not, 
in  the  degradation  of  my  fortune,  testify  towards  him  the 
mdiguation  which  his  offers  elicited  ;  hut  as  he  was  still  more 
avaricioos  than  amorous,  t  told  him  my  name,  and  a  part  of 
my  adventures,  leaving  him  to  hope  that  he  would  receive  a 
large  reward  from  the  Prince  of  Trehizonde,  if  he  wpuld  con- 
duct me  to  bis  dominions.  This  declaration  did  not  fail  to 
produce  the  effect  I  expected  from  it,  and  he  resolving  to  take 
advantage  of  so  very  fortunate  a  circumstance,  ceased  to 
treat  me  like  a  slave,  and  commenced  preparations  for  our 
journey* 

At  tins  juncture  the  Eang  of  the  Afghans,  who  had  some 
dispute  with  the  Sultan  of  Moussul,  suddenly  laid  siege  to  his 
capital.  The  ramparts  were  in  excellent  condition,  and  the 
garrison,  consisting  of  picked  men,  made  a  vigorous  resistance  ; 
so  that,  after  several  useless  attempts  to  carry  the  place  hy  a 
txmp  de  main,  the  enemy  converted  the  siege  into  a  blockade, 
hoping  to  reduce  the  inhabitants  by  famine,  which  soon  dis-* 
played  aU  its  horrors  amongst  the  city  of  Moussul,  who, 
stirprised  by  the  suddenness  of  the  attack,  had  not  laid  in  any 
Ktock  of  provisions.  Food  reached  an  exorbitant  price ;  and 
I  still  remember  that  one  of  my  female  acquaintance  gave 
away  two  hundred  fine  pearls  for  the  same  number  of  sweet 
abnonds^  The  merchai\t  with  whom  I  lived  seeing  that  the 
Biege  would  be  protracted,  and  that  provisions  were  daily  rising 
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in  Talne,  went  to  an  old  usurer  of  his  aeqnaintance  who  hA 
Bome  sacks  of  rice,  and  for  a  large  snm  of  money  bought  one, 
which  he  conreyed  to  his  own  house,  the  same  evening.  He  hid 
had  the  sack  for  two  days,  aiid  had  yOt  not  opened  it,  when  we 
heard,  whilst  we  were  at  supper,  a  noise  in  the  room  where  our 
stores  were  kept.    The  merchant  hastened  thither,  and  arriTed 
just  in  time  to  seize  a  robber  who  had  entered  by  the  window, 
and  was  hastening  away  with  the  sack  on  his  head.     '<  What, 
wretch  !  "  he  said  to  him,  '<  do  you  steal  frcwn  me  the  food 
I  have  procured  with  so  much  difficulty,  and  which  cost  me  so 
dearly  ?  Come  with  me  to  the  Cadi — come  along,  and  undei]go 
the  just  punishment  of  your  crime.'*    The  robber  threw  down 
the  sack,  and  going  on  his  knees,  pleaded  his  extreme  miseiy, 
entrea1ii\g  the  mei'chant  to  pardcm  him ;   but  he  was  inex- 
orable, and  was  about  to  call  to  his  slaves  to  put  the  cuLpni  in 
chains,  when  he,  young  and  powerful,  seeing  all  hope  gone, 
struck  the  merchant  violently  in  the  stomach  a  blow  with  his 
fist,  which  prostrated  him,  and  leaped  out  of  the  window  into 
the  garden,  where,  finding  the  ladder  which  he  had  used  m 
mounting  the  wall,  he  escaped.     The  slaves  hastened  to  their 
master,  who  desired  them  to  carry  the  sack  into  the  eating- 
room,  as  he  did  not  think  it  safe  in  the  magazine  until  he  had 
had  bars  placed  at  the  windows.     When  they  had  obeyed  his 
orders  I  again  sat  down  to  supper  with  the  merchant ;  but 
scarcely  had  we  done  so  when  I  heard  a  singular  noise,  which 
seemed  to  proceed  itom  the  sack.     I  listened  attentively,  and 
clearly  distinguished  a  low  cry.   I  rose  hastily,  untied  the  sack, 
and  found  in  it  a  child,  which  appeared  about  two  years  of  age, 
carefully  wrapped  up  in  cotton,  proper  precaution  having  been 
taken  to  allow  it  to  breathe,  and  it  did  not  a{^)ear  to  have 
suffered*    It  had  a  lovely  face,  and  extended  its  little  arms  in 
a  most  endearing  manner.     It  did  not,  however^  affect  the  old 
merchant,  who  cried  out  brutally — 
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"  Kill  the  fittfe  ttnimal  and  tlie  raseid  who  brought  it.  What 
thinks  he  I  can  do  for  food  ?  I  have  no  more  ike,  nor  money 
to  buy  it." 

*'  Oh,  don't  let  that  make  you  uneasy,  old  fdlow,"  ezdaimed 
the  in&nt ;  and  so  saying,  he  blew  in  a  little  coral  whistle 
ornamented  with  precious  stones.  At  the  first  note  nothing 
appeared ;  but  at  the  second  four  winged  genii  entered  the 
ehamber,  and  assumed  a  most  respectful  posture*  *'  You  are 
kmg  in  coming,'*  said  the  infant  in  an  imperious  Yoice  :  '*  be 
more  attoitive.     I  command  you  to  bring  supper." 

His  senrants  disappeared,  and  in  an  instant  re-appeared 
with  a  table  coyered  with  the  most  exquisite  yiands*  What 
immensely  delighted  the  old  merchant  was,  that  the  plates  and 
dishes  were  of  gold.  When  we  had  supped  they  cleared  away,, 
and  the  babe  said  to  us  benignantly — 

*'  When  yon  want  anything,  my  servants  are  at  your  com^ 
mand.  You  have  only  to  speak.  I  am  the  son  of  the  King  of 
the  Genii,  and  will  teU  you  to-morrow  why  and  how  I  came 
hither.  But  it  is  our  bed-time,  and  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  you. 
if  you  will  have  a  cradle  got  ready  for  me." 

"  I  will  do  that  with  pleasure,"  said  I. 

Taking  him  in  my  arms,  I  conveyed  him  to  my  own  apart- 
ment, where  we  made  a  small  bed  for  him  close  to  my  own. 
He  slept  directly  he  laid  down,  and  I  soon  followed  his  example. 
I  was  yet  in  my  first  sleep  when  t  was  awakened  by  the  voice 
of  a  man  nttering  my  name.  I  opened  my  eyes,  and  recog* 
niaed  with  the  greatest  pleasure  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  my 
husband.  I  was  about  to  spring  out  of  bed  and  cast  myself  at 
his  feet,  bnt  he  prevented  me. 

"  My  dear  wife,"  he  said,  embracing  me,  "  do  not  make  any, 
noise.  I  came  hither  with  the  Prince  of  Afghan,  my  friend,  to 
besiege  this  city.  I  learnt,  by  eirenmttances  now  too  long  to 
detail  that  yon  were  shut  op  here,  and  discovered  your  house# 
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I  left  the  besiegers'  camp,  and  have  come  to  seek  you  ihrougli 
a  thousand  dangers ;  bttt,  now  I  behold  you,  all  is  forgotten.** 

He  added  a  thousand  tender,  things.  I  was  so  agitated  that 
I  did  not  know  how  to  express  half  the  feelings  that  agitated 
me — ^loye,  astonishment,  confusion,  inseparable  from  a  fault, 
howeyer  involuntary,  all  oppressed  my  disturbed  mind.  If 
delicacy  prompted  me  to  tell  him  my  adventure  with  the 
Knight,  embarrassment  and  shame  prevented  me.  I  began 
an  incoherent  address,  which  I  interrupted  by  sighs  ;  at  length, 
my  determination  taken,  and  summoning  all  my  courage  and 
£rmness— 

**  I  have,*'  said  I,  "  very  important  revelations  to  make  to 
you  ;  deign  to  hear  me  with — " 

**  Another  time — another  time,**  he  said,  sealing  my  lips 
with  a  kiss ;  '*  now  the  night  is  advancing.  I  must  quit  the 
city  two  hours  before  day-break,  or  I  shall  risk  my  own  life, 
and  that  of  the  guards  who  introduced  me.  When  we  are 
reunited  and  peaceable,  as  I  trust  we  soon  shall  be,  I  will  listen 
willingly  to  all  you  have  .to  tell  me  ;  but  let  us  now  enjoy  the 
unhoped-for  happiness  of  finding  each  other  after  so  long  an 
absence." 

So  saying,  he  placed  himself  by  my  side,  and  nothing  could 
exceed  his  loving  demeanour.  Next  morning  very  early  he 
arose,  and  I  begged  he  would  allow  me  to  follow  him,  preferring 
to  brave  the  utmost  danger,  instead  of  remaining  separated 
from  him,  exposed  to  all  the  disagreeables  which  may  beset  an 
unprotected  woman. 

"  If  I  do  not  return  to  you,"  he  said,  with  an  air  of  disdain 
which  went  to  my  heart,  "  you  may  still  find  some  other  knight 
who  will  take  care  of  you." 

"  Alas !"  I  said,  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  '*  since  you  know 
taj  deplorable  adventure,  which  I  would,  at  the  cost  of  my 
blood,  conceal  even  from  myself,  you  must  also  knoir  how  I  was 
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entrapped  in  that  fatal  snare— with  what  art  I  was  deceived  ? 
Oh  I  if  joa  had  seen  the  sad  state  into  which  the  news  of  your 
death  had  reduced  me,  and  the  sincere  regret  I  hestowed  on 
your  memory,  you  would  think  me  rather  to  be  pitied  than 
blamed,  and  you  would  not  add  your  reproaches  to  those  that 
abeady  torment  my  own  heart." 

He  interrupted  me,  saying — **  Princess,  keep  your  excuses 
for  a  better  occasion.  If  I  were  really  your  husband,  I  should 
know  how  to  reply,  but  I  am  the  Genie  of  the  lofty  Orange-Tree. 
I  was  resolred  to  avenge  your  disdain  of  me,  and  assuming  the 
guise  of  a  child,  I  introduced  myself  into  your  abode.  Tou 
placed  me  yourself  in  your  own  apartment ;  and,  to  avoid  discus- 
sion, I  presented  myself  to  you  as  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde ;  and 
this  time  you  had  not  the  little  volume  to  interpose  between  us 
and  my  success.  Adieu !  in  nine  months  you  will  have  another 
son,  whom  you  will  call  also  Facardin,  as  you  seem  to  have  a 
fancy  for  the  name.  I  will  take  care  of  his  education.  If  you 
should  want  me,  and  desire  to  inhabit  my  palace,  here  is  a 
talisman  which  will  convey  you  thither,  by  holding  it  in  your 
left  hand." 

At  these  words  he  disappeared  ;  and,  but  for  thei  talisman 
I  retained,  I  could  not  have  believed  but  that  all  was  a  dream. 
I  remained  plunged  in  the  deepest  affliction. 

The  siege  of  Moussul  did  not  advance,  the  inhabitants  con- 
trived to  defend  themselves  in  spite  of  the  famine  that  raged, 
and  the  King  of  the  Afghans  having  been  slain  in  a  sortie,  his 
troops  retreated,  and  plenty  again  reigned  in  the  city.  The 
merchant  then  thought  of  carrying  into  execution  the  projected 
journey ;  but  circmnstances  were  greatly  changed,  and  I  had  as 
much  repugnance  to  visit  Trebizonde,  as  I  had  had  intense 
desire  before  the  visit  of  the  perfidious  Genie.  I  pretended 
Bickness,  and  in  truth  my  health  was  far  from  good.  The 
merchant,  worn  out  by  my  delays,  thought  of  sending  one  of 
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Lis  clerks  to  Trebizonde  to  inform  the  Prince,  requesting  him 
at  the  same  time  to  send  an  escort  and  money,  that  I  might 
make  the  joumej  in  a  manner  conformable  to  my  rank.  I 
perceiyed  that  the  predictions  of  the  Genie  of  the  Orange^Tree 
were  daily  accomplishing ;  my  pregnancy  was  now  but  too 
apparent,  and  I  no  longer  quitted  my  apartment.  Wh^  the 
fatal  moment  arrived,  I  saw  an  old  woman  enter  my  apartment, 
who,  seating  herself  unceremoniously  on  my  bed,  said — ^*l 
have  come  to  receiye  young  Master  Facardin ;  to  have  a  Genie  for 
a  lover  is  so  far  agreeable,  that  it  spares  all  the  piuns  of  labour; 
taste  what  is  in  this  phial,  and  you  will  suffer  nothing/'  I  saw 
by  her  air  of  authority  and  her  sparkling  eyes  that  it  was  a 
fairy  who  spoke  thus  to  me.  I  did  as  she  desired  me,  and  the 
moment  I  had  swallowed  the  potion  went  to  sleep  for  an  hoiur ; 
when  I  awoke  the  fairy  presented  my  child  to  me,  which  she 
had  been  washing  in  a  large  golden  vase  filled  with  rose- 
water.*  I  gave  it  a  maternal  kiss,  and  I  never  saw  him  again 
but  at  the  court  of  the  King  of  Astracan,  when  I  recognised  him 
by  the  air  and  figure  of  his  father,  in  spite  of  his  singular  cos- 
tume as  a  military  cook.  The  fairv  carried  him  away  after 
having  left  me  a  second  phial,  which  in  an  instant  recruited  mj 
health  and  strength,  so  that  it  was  as  impossible  to  perceive 
what  had  occurred  as  if  I  had  always  continued  a  virgin. 

Here  Dinarzade  interrupted  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde.  "  1 
regret,"  she  said,  ''as  your  mother  had  so  little  difficulty  in 
her  accouchement,  that  she  had  not  twins  on  this  occasion,  as 
that  would  then  liave  made  ihe  number  of  the  Four  Facardins, 
and  thus  her  highness  would  at  once  have  completed  her  whole 
family." 

*'  Do  not  pay  the  slightest  att^tion  to  what  she  may  say," 

« 

•  Chloroform  was  evidently  known  in  fairyland  a  eonaderaUe  period 
before  it  ma  discovered  in  this  sablimary  aphere.^-H.  T.  R. 


THE  FOUB  7ACAEDD7S — UQSB.  DE  L£TIS*S    SEQUEL.       263 

Mid  ibe  Sidtan  of  the  Indies  ;  "  praj  proceed  with  your  naiv 
ration:  it  reallj  Beema  to  me  quite  as  interesticg  as  the 
nnmesajpg  tales  I  dailj — ^nightly,  listen  to ;  only  be  so  obliging 
as  to  make  your  recital  of  such  a  length  that  it  may  terminata 
before  the  breakfast  hour." 

"Tour  highness  ahall  be  obeyed,"  replied  the  Prince  of 
TrebizcHide.  **  I  have  merely  to  add  the  relation  of  the  birth 
of  the  Sorrowfiil  Ape,  my  youngest  brother  !  But  the  events 
irbich  haye  preceded  are  the  least  surprising  of  those  narrated 
in  my  mother's  history."  To  proceed : — ''  It  was  precisely  on 
the  day  after  the  birth  of  my  third  son,  that  the  merchant's 
derk  retomed  from  Trebizonde,  whither  his  master  had  des- 
patched him.  He  was  the  bearer  of  very  afflicting  tidings. 
The  Prince,  my  husband,  had  fallen  the  victim  of  a  protracted 
ilbess,  and  his  son  had  been  sent  to  the  court  of  the  Sultan, 
his  lord,  in  order  that  he  might  receive  an  education  befitting 
his  rank.  The  frightful  calamity  of  the  death  of  my  husband 
made  me  as  unhappy  as  I  had  been  at  Bagdad  when  the  Knight 
gave  me  false  information.  The  merchant  thus  deceived  in  his 
eipeetations,  became  furious  against  me.  With  no  pity  for  my 
miafortimes,  he  took  me  the  same  day  to  the  Bazaar  and  sold 
me  to  a  alave-dealer :  and  the  following  day  I  set  out  with  a  troop 
cf  young  Circassians  to  Samarcand,  to  recruit  the  harem  of  the 
Saltan  Schahzenan.  As  I  descended,  by  my  mother *s  side, 
fnm  the  princes  of  the  country,  and  my  features  vouched  for 
my  origin,  my  new  master  resolved  to  take  advantage  of  this 
fact  to  obtain  a  better  price  for  me,  and  he  proposed  that 
I  Bhonld  pass  with  the  others  as  a  native  of  Circassia.  We 
had  advanced  three  days  on  our  journey,  and  the  caravan  had 
halted  at  the  entrance  to  the  desert,  near  a  beautiful  fountain. 
^Wst  they  were  replenishing  the  water  skins  of  the  camels, 
tod  those  animals,  with  wonderful  instinct,  drank  deeply  of  the 
stream,  knowing  they  would  be  deprived  of  water  for  many  days, 
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I  strayed  awaj  from  the  traveUers,  pondering  deeply  over  my 
past  misfortunes,  as  well  as  those  which  fortune  seemed  pre*- 
paring  for  me,  when  suddenly  a  gazelle,  hounding  rapidly,  passed 
me  so  closely,  as  nearly  to  strike  me  to  the  earth.  An  enor* 
mous  leopard  was  pursuing  it,  and,  seeing  me  as  it  passed, 
turned  towards  me,  as  if  preferring  me :  I  ran  away  with  all 
my  strength,  hut  was  nearly  falling  a  prey  to  the  sayage  hrute, 
when  a  knight  in  full  armour,  fortunately  for  me,  cam«  up  and 
killed  the  animal  with  a  thrust  of  his  lance.  I  threw  myself 
on  my  knees,  thanking  Heaven  and  my  preserver.  He  replied, 
without  raising  the  vizor  of  his  helmet,  "  Lovely  lady,  if  you 
believe  me  worthy  of  your  gratitude,  the  only  way  of  proving 
this  is  to  follow  me."  I  was  in  a  portion  which  did  not  require 
any  second  entreaty,  and  springing  up  behind  him  in  the 
saddle,  he  galloped  away  with  me  at  a  rapid  pace*  I'or  two 
hours  we  proceeded  swiftly  and  without  resting,  when  we 
reached  a  forest  of  lofty  oaks,  in  the  midst  of  which  was  an  old 
and  well  fortified  castle,  where  the  knight  lived.  At  his 
approach  they  lowered  the  drawbridge,  and  I  saw  by  the 
attention  that  was  paid  to  him,  that  he  was  master  there. 
He  desired  that  I  should  be  conducted  to  a  sumptuous  apart- 
ment, where  he  entered  shortly  afterwards,  armed  and  with  his 
vizor  lowered.  He  begged  me  to  relate  to  him  how  I  had 
wandered  to  the  lone  spot  where  he  had  met  me.  I  told  him 
my  history,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  particulars  which  I 
thought  it  more  discreet  to  conceal. 

*'  Princess,"  he  said  to  me  with  a  sigh,  **  I  see  you  are 
free,  and  that  nothing  prevents  you  from  disposing  of  your 
heart.  Happy  is  the  man  who  gains  your  affections !  I  dare 
not  flatter  myself  with  such  a  conquest,  but,  at  least,  I 
will  use  every  effort  to  deserve  it." 

From  this  moment  he  treated  me  with  all  the  respect  due  to 
my  birth,  adding  all  the  attentions  of  the  most  delicate  love.  His 
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conyersation  was  witty  and  instructive ;  and  there  was  in  bis 

manner  something  refined  and  delicate.  Tet  his  figure  was  by  no 

means  elegant ;  he  was  small,  and,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to 

jadge  by  his  armour,  which  he  invariably  wore,  he  was  by  no 

means  well  made,  though  his  agility  was  remarkable.     As  to 

bis  features,  as  he  never  showed  them,  I  took  it  for  granted 

they  were  not  handsome ;  yet  his  manner  was  so  vivacious  that 

I  had  no  hesitation  in  assuring  myself  that  his  physiognomy 

was  agreeable.     His  disposition  was  lively,  although  he  was 

subject  to  melancholy  moods ;  but  what  was  most  surprising 

was  the  j&cility  with  which  he  imitated  all  he  saw  and  all  that 

was  done*     I  passed  three  months  in  the  castle,  without  being 

ever  ennuy^  for  a  moment.     The  master  of  the  house  was 

amiable,  without  being  exacting,  and  I  had  the  delight  of  a 

library,  comprising  the  works  of  our  best  Arab  poets.     In 

the  evening  I  sometimes  took  up  the  lute,  and  accompanied 

myself  whilst  I  sang  the  verses  of  a  favourite  song.     One  day, 

when  I  was  singing  a  passage  from  Saadi,  in  which  he  com- 

pares  life  to  a  stream,  which  flows  sometimes  over  the  rough 

stones,  at  others  over  a  silvery  sand,  but  ending,  after  aU^ 

in  the  boundless,  fathomless  ocean,  I  was  surprised  to  hear 

a  soft  and  melodious  voice,  which  replied  to  me  in  other 

verses  of  the  poet  of  Schiraz ;  the  sense  of  which  was,  that 

love  equalises  everything — ^rank,  age,  and  beauty.     The  singer 

was  my  host,   who  played  on  the  guitar  like  a   Caslilian, 

although  he  had  his  gauntlets  on  his  hands.  He  begged  I  would 

allow  him  to  join  me  in  a  duet;  and>  making  a  more  open 

declaration  than  he  had  hitherto  done,  he  asked  me  if  I  should 

have  any  objection  to  unite  my  fate  with  his ;  *'  for,"  he  added* 

'*  what  charms  me  in  you  as  much  as  your  wit  and  beauty,  is 

your  modest  and  prudent  demeanour.     Of  all  the  faults  in 

womeU)  I  hate  the  most,  indiscretion  and  curiosity.    I  have 

strong  reasons  for  doing  so,"  he  added,  with  a  deep  sigh. 
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I  ihanked  him  for  the  good  opinion  he  had  of  me,  adding 
that  whatsoeyer  might  be  mj  imperfeetiionSy  I  was  assuradlj 
neither  curioiis  nor  indiscreet* 

**  Well/'  he  said^  *'  if  joa  would  be  content — ^if  joa  could 
be  content  with  what  yon  see,  and  I  wiU  tell  you,  nothing  can 
oppose  our  union.  I  am  the  last  scm  of  the  King  of  the 
Baskirs.  The  Lesghia,  a  Tartarean  race,  have  depriyed  him  of 
his  dominions,  but  they  haye  not  penetrated  to  this  property, 
which  he  settled  upon  me.  If  they  came,  I  would  make  them 
repent  of  their  temerity.  You  may  judge,  from  the  manner  in 
which  I  pinned  the  leopard  who  would  haye  deyoured  yon, 
that  I  haye  no  fear  of  man.  This  castle  is  mine,  as  well  as 
the  eztensiye  domiun  around  it.  Tou  know  my  character  and 
my  disposition.  As  to  my  face,  I  haye  oyerpowering  reasons 
for  not  showing  it  before  a  lapse  of  ten  years.  If  you  will 
deign  to  accept  me  as  a  husband,  you  must  promise  not  to  ask 
me  to  abridge  that  period,  nor  eyen  question  me  relatiye 
to  this  matter,  which  is  a  painful  one  to  me,  and  renews  the 
remembrance  of  deplorable  circumstances  which  I  would  fain 
efface,  and  dare  not  disclose." 

The  qualities  and  accomplishments  of  the  Prince  of  Bascheris 
had  made  an  impression  on  my  heart ;  besides,  I  was  indebted 
to  him  for  my  life ;  and  then,  moreoyer,  I  had  no  other  means 
of  displaying  my  gratitude,  and  I  therefore  accepted  hii  offer 
under  the  sole  condition  thai  he  shoidd  grant  protection  to  my 
son,  the  young  Prince  of  Trebizonde,  should  he  require  it ;  and 
this  he  promised  to  me.  I^  for  my  part,  undertook  never  to 
seek  to  penetrate  the  secrets  which  he  deared  to  presenre,  and 
the  union  took  place.  «  -^ 

He  made  me  magnificent  marriage  presents,  and  all  the 
wedding  ceremonies  took  jdace  in  the  usual  way ;  only  when 
bed-time  came  I  saw,  with  amazement,  that  he  kept  on  eyerj 
piece  of  his  armour,  except  his  sword  and  i^urs,  which  he  took 
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off  b^ore  he  got  into  bed.  I  made  no  remark  at  the  first,  but 
when  we  became  a  little  more  familiaiised  I  begged  to  know  of 
him  whj  he  continued  to  wear  this  very  embarrassing  and 
zemarkablj  inoonyenient  style  of  night  dress. 

''If  you  will  not  disclose  your  features,"  I  said  to  him, 
"  wear  a  mask  instead  of  this  helmet  with  the  vixor  down,  and 
lay  aside  this  very  disagreeable  cuirass  ;  or,  without  taking  these 
precaotions,  put  out  the  lamp  that  illumines  the  chamber. " 

The  Prince  of  the  Baskirs  replied,  in  a  tone  of  some  severity^ 
that  I  ought  to  abstain  from  such  requests,  which  he  considered 
as  a  beating  about  the  bush  in  order  to  discoyer  his  secret ;  and 
he  eontioiied  to  wear  his  military  costume  as  though  the  enemy 
were  at  his  castle  gates. 

This  was  the  only  altercation — slight  indeed — ^that  we  had 
during  the  first  month  of  our  marriage ;  and  my  husband  testis 
£ed  80  muck  loye  for  me,  that  it  was  eyident  that,  if  he  had 
not  the  most  powerful  motiyes  in  the  world  fw  refusing  me,  he 
woold  haye  been  but  too  happy  to  consent  to  my  desires.  I 
saw,  howeyer,  and  with  pain,  that  he  was  not  perfectly  happy. 
Every  night  he  rose  two  hours  before  dawn,  left  my  apartment, 
and  only  returned  just  before  daybreak,  and  that  then  he  had 
in  his  hand  a  handkerchief,  in  all  probability  moistened  with 
his  tears,  for  he  heaved  many  and  very  heavy  sighs.  Some- 
times I  affected  to  be  asleep,  in  order  to  discover  sombcthing, 
and  then  I  only  heard  him  utterin^L  incoherent  phrases,  which 
bespoke  the  yiolent  chagrin  to  which  he  was  a  prey.  I  dared 
not  ask  him  any  questions,  but  I  was  uneasy,  and  my  mind 
greatly  distressed. 

One  evening  as  I  was  walking  in  a  m^fmchdy  mood  on  the 
easUe  terrace,  my  fayourite  attendant,  who  appeared  really 
attached  to  me,  tiiinking  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  trouble 
ifl  which  she  saw  me,  said ; — "  Can  it  be  possible,  madam,  aa 
they  say  at  the  court,  that  the  Prince  your  husband,  who  seems 
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to  be  so  tenderly  attached  to  you,  and  moreover  bo  recently 
wedded,  has  already  another  amour  ?  It  is  incredible — ^yet 
they  do  say  that  he  goes  every  night  into  the  subterranean 
caverns  of  the  donjon  keep,  and  such  visits  are  highly  bus* 
picious.  Moreover,  can  it  be  true,  as  I  have  been  assured,  that 
a  very  handsome  female  is  shut  up  there  ?  somebody  told  me 
he  had  seen  her  through  the  gratings." 

These  words  made  a  deep  impression  on  me.  I  had  repressed 
curiosity,  but  I  could  not  resist  jealousy,  and  I  resolved  unhesi- 
tatingly to  clear  up  my  suspicions.  The  waiting-maid  who  had 
excited  me  supplied  me  with  the  means  on  the  following  night. 
I  rose  as  soon  as  my  spouse  had  left  my  apartment  as  usual, 
she  preceding  me  with  a  dark  lantern.  After  making  many 
turnings  and  windings  we  reached  a  small  cell,  whence  we  could 
see  what  was  passing  at  the  lower  part  of  the  donjon  keep. 
There  I  beheld  a  spectacle  which  filled  me  with  horror,  and  has 
left  an  inefiaceable  imprint  on  my  memory.  A  female,  stfll 
lovely,  although  indescribably  thin,  had  fastened  round  her 
body  a  heavy  iron  chain ;  by  her  side  was  a  man,  or  rather  a 
spectre,  of  most  hideous  aspect,  whose  pitiless  looks  struck  me 
with  horror.  At  this  moment  the  door  of  the  dungeon  opened, 
and  I  saw  the  Prince  of  the  Baskirs  appear,  without  his  sword, 
and  his  head  hanging  down. 

**  Tou  have  kept  us  waiting  to-day,"  said  the  infernal  jailer; 
*'  if  that  happens  again  I  |j^all  have  to  fetch  you  myself." 

The  Prince's  only  reply  was  a  heavy  sigh,  as  he  mournfully 
undid  the  fastenings  of  his  helmet,  and  when  he  had  taken  it 
off  I  saw  he  had  the  head  of  a  monkey !  I  remained  mute  and 
thunderstruck  with  horror !  As  he  put  off  his  different  pieces 
of  armour,  I  saw  he  had  nothing  of  a  man  but  the  voice :  all 
his  body  was  hairy,  and  his  slender  legs  were  put  in  a  kind  of 
boots  to  imitate  the  calves  of  legs ;  he  had,  too,  an  immense 
tail,  longer  in  fact  than  his  entire  person.     What  a  situation 
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for  an  imhappj  princess  who  has  reigned  over  powerful 
dominions,  and  whose  beauty  has  been  celebrated  in  many 
courts  /  What  an  extent  of  humiliation  and  degradation !  She 
irho  had  refused  so  many  powerful  princes,  to  find  herself  the 
bride  of  a  monkey !  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  I  did  not  die 
on  the  spot,  of  shame  and  confusion*  What  increased  my  grief 
was,  that  I  bore  in  my  bosom  the  pledge  of  this  monstrous  lore. 
The  mischief  was  irreparable,  and  my  regrets  could  in  no  wise 
change  my  wretched  situation.  However,  I  must  relate  the 
ConcluBion  6f  this  horrid  adventure.  When  the  prince  ape 
had  taken  off  his  clothes,  the  jailer  tied  him  to  an  iron 
ring  attached  to  the  wall  opposite  to  the  miserable  female, 
BO  that  he  tamed  his  back  to  her ;  and,  making  her  approach, 
he  seized  her  with  the  left  hand,  whilst  with  the  other 
he  grasped  the  monkey's  tail,  and  using  it  as  a  whip,  he 
Mourged  her  soundly  on  the  back.  The  wretched  creature 
shrieked  loudly,  and  her  cries  would  have  affected  any  person 
but  this  pitiless  tiger,  who  paused  at  times  ;  but  it  was  only  to 
Bay,  '<  Those  who  presume  too  much  on  their  own  strength,  are 
scarcely  less  culpable  than  they  who  commit  premeditated  faults. " 
And  he  then  began  again  with  such  fury  that  her  shouldera 

J  ere  a  mass  of  bruises  :  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  end  of 
lis  scene  of  horror,  my  strength  failed  me,  and  when  I  recovered 
my  senses,  I  found  myself  in  my  apartment,  to  which  I  had  been 
tomYejed.  I  learnt  that  the  P];inc»'of  the  Baskirs  was  danger- 
ously ill,  and  soon  afterwards  a  letter  was  brought  to  me 
eouched  in  these  terms  :— 

**  Madam,  you  are  now  aware  of  the  secret  I  sought  to  con* 
» eealfrom  you :  you  think  you  have  grounds  of  complaint  against 
me,  and  yet  it  is  you  who  have  caused  your  own  and  my  misery. 
If  you  had  kept  your  engagement  and  the  solemn  promises  you 
made,  not  to  seek  to  pluck  out  the  heart  of  the  mystery  which 
my  present  situation  rendered  necessary,  the  term  of  tho 
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enchantment  nnder  wl&icli  I  groaned  would  have  arriyed,  I  Bhonid 
hare  resumed  my  original  form^  and  jou  would  not  have  had  to 
hlnsh  for  joor  hnsband.  Your  imprudent  curiositj  has  ruined 
all ;  I  cannot  humiliate  myself  by  appearing  before  yon,  now 
you  know  the  condition  to  which  I  am  reduced  ;  and  although 
yon  would  receiye  me  as  a  hnsband,  it  would  be  impoasible  for 
me  to  profit  by  such  faTOurable  feelings.  I  feel  that  the  fatal 
blow  is  struck,  and  death  is  about  to  put  an  end  to  my  miseiy. 
Farewell  for  ever." 

The  reading  of  this  letter  affected  me  sensibly  :  I  felt  thai 
the  Prince  of  the  Baskirs  had  really  grounds  for  r^roachiug 
me,  and  that  if  I  had  had  the  strength  to  resist  po^dious 
suggestions  and  my  orer-fatal  jealousy,  I  should  have  contrived 
to  live  peaceably,  and  we  should  haye  speedily  attained  the 
destined  term ;  I  vainly  tried  to  console  myself  by  thinking  that 
a  thousand  women  in  my  place  would  all  have  committed  the 
same  fault ;  I  desired  to  go  and  beg  pardon  of  the  dying  prince^ 
but  he  would  not  allow  me,  without  however  exhibiting  any  anger 
against  me ;  he  even  left  me  his  estates  when  he  was  dead,  and 
when  I  had  paid  him  all  funeral  honours,  I  det^mined  to  go 
and  consult  the  great  Caramoussal,  of  whom  I  had  heard  in  my 
travels,  to  demand  his  protection  for  the  unborn  being  I  dared 
not  to  call  my  child.  Having  used  the  utmost  speed,  I  reached 
his  abode  in  the  eighth  month  of  my  pregnancy ;  he  consulted 
the  book  of  fate,  and  then  declared  that  it  depended  on 
myself  to  bring  forth  a  creature,  who  should  be  neither  quite  a 
man  nor  quite  a  monkey,  or  to  divide  his  life  into  two  portions, 
during  which  he  should  be  by  turns  man  and  monkey ;  I 
resolved  on  the  latter  arrangement,  and  you  have  aU  seen . 
under  what  a  hideous  covering  the  youngest  of  the  Facardins 
was  bom  ;  but  you  do  not  yet  know  how  greatly  the  noble- 
ness and  elevation  of  his  mind  have  recompensed  ..me  for  the 
draw-back  of   his  face  and  figure.    From  his  cradle    the 
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lore  of  glory  was  Ids  nJmg  passion,  and  instead  of  jiim}nng 
and  Aipfing  abont,  like  the  juvenile  animals  of  his  species, 
liis  greatest  pleasure  has  been  in  reading  serious  books» 
or  the  conrersation  of  highly  intelligent  and  educated  persons. 
He  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age  when  a  Calendar, 
who  airiyed  finom  Astracan,  stopped  at  our  castle.  He  expa- 
tiated with  much  emphasis  on  the  wonderful  beauty  of  Mous* 
8e]ina  the  Serious,  and  the  recital  fired  the  youthful  imagination 
of  m J  son,  who,  however,  by  no  means  concealed  from  himself 
the  diB&dYantageous  appearance  he  should  present  to  ^e  prin- 
cess ;  but  he  desired,  at  all  events,  to  satisfy  his  curiosiity  and  see 
with  Mb  own  eyes  whether  renown  had  not  exaggerated  her 
ehrms,  I  did  all  in  my  power  to  restrain  him,  even  so  far  as 
refasing  him  an  equipage  suitable  to  his  birth  and  condition  ; 
kt  he  set  out  in  spite  of  my  vigilance,  and  going  from  forest 
to  forest,  reached  Astracan,  which  he  entered  by  night  for  fear 
fif  being  seized  upon.  At  daylight  he  climbed  up  one  of  the 
trees  of  the  royal  palace,  hoping  to  see  the  princess,  who  was 
&e  object  of  his  long  journey,  but  she  did  not  appear.  He 
only  saw  the  king,  her  father,  on  the  terrace.  My  son  over- 
heard, at  this  moment,  two  archers  of  the  guard,  who  were 
talking  together  at  the  foot  of  his  tree,  of  a  frightful  conspiracy 
agunstthe  life  of  the  good  King  of  Astracan. 

"%  arrows,"  said  one  of  them,  '' are  poisoned,  and  I  only 
awwt  a  favourable  opportunity  to  let  one  of  them  fly." 

The  noble  monkey,  who  was  more  agile  than  even  those  of 
^  bnd,  lightly  descended  to  earth,  took  one  of  the  arrows 
^OQi  the  quiver  of  the  treacherous  soldier,  and  leaping  on  the 
^^^^^ce,  hud  it  at  the  king^s  feet,  writing  on  the  gravel  at  the 
•Wttfttime  *  poisoned  arrow,^  and  then  pointed  towards  the  two 
^ers,  who  had  no  idea  of  escaping.  They  were  arrested* 
^fessed  their  crime,  and  the  whole  court  re-echoed  with  the 
V^^iseA  of  the  sage  monkey.    The  princess  expressed  a  desire 
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to  Bee  him,  and  even  offered  him  a  walnut,  which  he  accepted 
"^th  respectful  gratitude.  He  found  that  all  they  said  of  the 
princess's  great  beauty  was  (contrary  to  usual  report)  true,  and 
then  conceited  a  passion  for  her  which,  in  all  probability,  viU 
only  end  with  his  life  ;  but,  at  the  moment  he  was  in  despair^ 
and  by  a  singular  caprice  of  fortune,  the  torments  he  experienced, 
differing  so  totally  as  they  did  from  those  of  the  other  suitors, 
were  not  the  less  terrible.  In  fact,  the  cruelty  of  their  adored 
ones  are  what  lovers  usually  dread,  whilst  the  caresses  of  the 
infanta  of  Astracan  almost  drore  my  son  to  despair.  He  felt 
that  they  were  bestowed  on  a  vile  animal,  under  whose  similitude 
he  appeared,  and  from  which  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  him. 
Still  he  lost  no  occasion  of  paying  his  addresses  to  her  ;  'and 
as  they  had  assigned  to  him  apartments  with  the  first  valet  of 
the  king,  he  presented  himself  regularly  in  the  ante-chamber  of 
the  princess,  and  followed  her  when  she  went  abroad,  carrying 
her  fan  and  gloves  ;  but  he  exhibited  remarkable  discretion  in 
his  conduct,  always  refusing  the  state  presentations  which  were 
offered  to  him.  It  was  even  noticed  that,  when  she  went  to 
bathe  in  the  river  which  ran  through  the  park,  he  stayed 
behind  the  first  clump  of  trees, — a  modesty  which  greatly 
amused  the  maids  of  honour  ;  and  it  even  passed  into  a  proverb 
— "  Modest  as  the  Great  Monkey." 

It  Iras  at  this  epoch  that  the  King  of  Astracan  decided  on 
sending  to  the  enchanter  Caramoussal,  the  embassy  of  which 
you  have  no  doubt  heard.  It  was  never  understood  why  this 
monarch  sent  three  hundred  monkeys  in  the  suite  of  the  ambas- 
sador. Politicians  exhausted'  themselves  in  conjecture,  in  order 
to  explain  this  determination,  and  some  carried  their  temerity 
so  far  as  to  say  that  it  was  to  be  attributed  to  mere  fancy ;  a 
mode  as  brief  as  disrespectful  of  penetrating  the  resolutions  of 
great  princes,  whose  motives  are  almost  always  misconstrued 
pr  perverted  by  the  vulgar.    Be  this  as  it  may,  the  King  of 
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Astracan  being  determined  to  send  a  great  number  of  monkeys 
to  the  Enchanter  of  Mount  Atlas,  it  was  natural  that  he  should 
choose  mj  son  as  leader  of  the  troop.     He  conducted  himself 
in  this  delicate  mission  with  all  the  wisdom  and  good  sense 
which  characterises  him,  and  if  he  could  not  establish  thorough 
discipline  amongst  such  determined  and  practical  marauders, 
his  personal  conduct  at  least  deserved  the  most  decided  esteenu 
He  was  seen  grayelj  seated  on  his  elephant  (when  not  occupied 
in  writing  dispatches  for  the  Court),  occupied  in  the  study  of 
books  of  morals  or  history.     However,  towards  the  end  of  the 
journey,  the  anguish  he  experienced  at  finding  himself  at  such 
a  distance  from  his  beloved  and  beautiful  mistress,  who  had 
promised  to  write  to  him,  and  did  not  keep  her  word,  threw 
him  into  a  deep  melancholy,  and  he  passed  whole  days  in  tears, 
which  acquired  for  him  the.  cognomen  of  the  Sorrowful  Ape. 
The  satraps  who  were  alive  to  his  great  merits,  made  many 
useless  attempts  to  sooth  his  chagrin,  and  frequently  mingled 
iheir  teara  with  his ;    but  their  anxiety  attained  its  utmost 
hdght  when  on  quitting  a  certain  forest,  having  called  over  his 
troop,  he  suddenly  disappeared.     My  son,  uneasy  as  to  his 
fate,  had  hastened  ahead  of  the  procession  in  order  to  consult 
Oaramoussal   secretly,  and  the  Enchanter  sent  him,  as  he 
usually  did  aU,  to  the  grotto  of  Mount  Atlas.     There  extra- 
ordinary adventures  befel  him,  for  the  old  woman  with  the 
spimiiDg -wheels,  who  was  usually  so  free  to  all  the  world,  sent 
him  away  contemptuously ;  whilst  on  the  contrary,  the  nymph 
with  the  steel  bow,  who  had  so  disdainfully  repulsed  the  hand- 
some Facardin,  my  second  son,  made  the  tenderest  advances 
to  this  one.     Such  caprices  were  then  common  amongst  the 
fairer  sex^  who  seldom  give  way  so  much  in  this  our  time.     It 
appears  that  this  lady  was  fascinated  not  only  by  the  wit  and 
natural  graces  of  my  son,  but  by  his  facility  in  bending  the 
bow  she  presented  to  him.     He  would  not  probably  have  been 
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inaenaible  to  her  clianiia»  had  not  tbose  oi  VLanas^SanA  the 
Serious  made  bo  deep  an  impression  on  his  heart.  I  do  not 
know  the  sacrifice  by  which  ha  obtained  from  her  the  me  of 
her  bow  and  arrows  to  saro  the  caravan  which  Oanonoasaal 
informed  him  was  in  great  danger.  He  reached  fortanately 
at  the  important  moment  when  certain  lions  and  certain  tiigers 
were  about  to  make  dire  slaughter.  Every  arrow  fslew  one  of 
these  terrible  animals.  My  son  faithfully  returned  to  the 
nymph  the  bow  and  quiver,  and  then  w^it  to  the  Enchanter 
Caramoussal,  entreating  him  to  shorten,  by  the  exercise  of  his 
art,  the  period  of  the  enchantment,  which  prevented  him  from 
appearing  under  his  natural  form.  We  met  at  Mount  Atlas, 
wluther  I  had  betaken  mysdlf  in  order  to  obtain  information  of 
ihim.  We  found  Oaramoussal  very  busy  stitching  together, 
with  a  diamond  needle  and  invisible  thread,  the  extemnve 
mouth  of  a  young  man  whose  ann  was  in  a  sling,  and  who 
had  been  for  some  time  a  boarder  with  him. 

'*  I  am  frequently  compelled,"  he  said  to  us,  '*  to  repair  the 
follies  of  my  brethren.  The  Prince  whom  you  see  had  been 
transformed  into  a  lion,  by  a  crud  fairy,  and  under  that  form 
he  fought  with  the  Facardin  of  Mount  Atlas,  who  cut  off  his 
paw.  A  clumsy  botcher  of  a  magician  to  whom  he  applied 
has  restored  him  to  human  shape,  but  was  unable  to  contract 
his  mouth,  so  that  he  could  find  no  one  to  marry  him,  althongli 
he  is  a  remarkably  good  catch.  If  his  arm  does  not  soon 
recover,  I  shall  send  him  to  the  mineral  waters  of  Barege, 
which  I  hope  will  restore  him  to  his  original  sound 
condition." 

When  Oaramoussal  had  concluded  his  operation,  he  was 
kind  enough  to  conduct  us  in  person,  on  his  flying  car,  to 
Astracan.  You  know  the  rest,  as  you  have  seen  the  marvellous 
termination  of  this  adventure.  However,  you  are  probably 
ignorant  that  the  worthy  Enchanter  directed  his  attention 
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to  repairing  ihe  disaster  which  happened  to  Mousaelina'B 
sfaifits.  If  he  conld  have  got  tlie  three  spindleB  together, 
nothing  irookl  hare  been  easier ;  in  three  moments  he  would 
have  ^on  sufficient  to  hare  made  the  wedding  rohes  of  all  the 
bndes  in  the  world,  and  still  have  had  enough  left  to  complete 
the  great  ladder  whose  base  is  at  the  sea  shore,  and  whose 
top  reaches  the  summit  of  Mount  Atlas  I  But  of  all  complete 
^inning-wheels,  the  onlj  one  in  his  possession  is  that  which 
the  crocodile  had  on  his  snout  when  he  fought  with  Crystal- 
lina's  genie.  At  the  mconent,  when  inflated  with  his  victory,  he 
was  of  his  guard,  a  small  Triton,  in  the  shape  of  a  shark, 
sent  hj  Caramoussal,  gulped  down  the  spinning-wheel,  and 
conrejed  it  to  his  master  ;  and  the  Enchanter  made  use  of  this 
to  spin  some  thousand  ells  of  a  certain  species  of  asbestos, 
which  is  found  in  Caucasus,  and  which  is  not  only  incombustible, 
like  other  substances  of  this  kind,  but  has  also  the  property  of 
eztinguishing  anything  that  is  on  fire.  With  such  shifts, 
Honssellina,  who,  like  many  other  ladies,  has  the  dangerous 
habit  of  going  too  close  to  the  fire  in  winter,  is  under  no  dread 
of  being  caught  by  the  flames. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  memoirs  without  expressing  my 
regret  that  this  incomparable  princess  could  not  ensure  the 
happiness  of  each  of  my  four  sons,  who  were  all  worthy  of  her 
hy  their  good  qualities  of  mind  and  body.  May  my  tenderness, 
Prince  of  Trebizonde,  and  that  of  the  lovely  Binarzade,  be  your 
recompense ! " 

When  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  had  finished  reading  these 
Jnemoirs  of  the  Princess  his  mother,  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies, 
who  had  been  asleep  for  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour,  awoke  and 
said : — 

"  All  this  is  very  credible,  only  I  do  not  quite  understand 
how  the  monkey's  tail,  which  flogged  the  female  in  the  cavern, 
could  excite  the  laughter  of  Moussellina  the  Serious  ;  but  in  aU 
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stories  I  ever  heard  or  read,  there  are  things  which  I  could  noi 
always  clearlj  explain." 

«  For  me/*  said  Binarzade,  "  I  should  like  to  know  what 
fault  this  poor  woman  had  committed,  and  why  she  had  been 
condemned  to  so  extraordinary  a  punishment.  I  presume  that 
the  Prince,  who  was  the  instrument,  was  even  less  guilty  than 
she,  but  yet  was  not  Altogether  innocent.     I  presume  also< — " 

**  Pray  presume  bye  and  bye,*'  said  the  Sultan,  ringing  fof 
his  chief  eunuch,  in  order  to  rise. 

"  If  the  Princess  is  curious,"  said  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde, 
*'  and  your  Highness  would  learn  the  details  of  this  adventure, 
I  can  obtain  them  from  my  mother,  who  will  send  them  from 
Demerara  by  an  early  post.'* 

**  We  shall  see,"  replied  the  Sultan,  who  was  for  the 
moment  wearied  of  story-telling,  and  made  a  sign  to  the 
prince,  who  retired.  As  for  himself,  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies 
rose,  washed  himself,  breakfasted,  dined,  supped,  and  th6 
people  of  India  blessed  the  benignity,  glory,  and  sagacity  of 
his  government. 


CONCLUSION  or  M0N8.  DE  LEYIs's  SEQUEL. 


ZENEYDA. 

9  Calr. 


To  Madame  de  P    *    ♦    *. 

Madame,  you  demand  from  me  a  long  letter,  with  particular 
details  of  our  court,  and  I  hasten  to  comply  ;  I  trust,  to  your 
satisfaction.  I  will  not  talk  to  you  of  the  situation  of  the 
place — with  that  you  are  well  acquainted ;  but  with  aU  its 
magnificence,  it  is  of  all  the  residences  in  the  kingdom  that 
vhich  is  the  least  suited  to  us,  for  the  chateau  has  so  few  con- 
reniences,  that  there  are  only  thirty  or  forty,  including  priests 
and  Jesuits,  who  have  apartments  here.  A  chapel,  two  oratories 
in  the  body  of  the  building,  a  parish  church,  and  a  few  convents 
in  the  outskirts,  these  are  all  the  places  we  possess  for  our 
devotion.  This  is  not  enough ;  and  on  a  summer's  day  one 
may  easily  pay  them  all  a  visit,  together  with  the  smaU  vicar- 
ages appending  thereto,  before  sunset.  It  is  true  the  view  is 
enchanting,  the  walks  delicious,  and  the  air  so  pure^  that  you 
may  eat  four  meals  a  day.  This  is  more  than  we  want  by 
one-half,  and  we  should  be  very  much  better  near  some  marshy 
spot)  where,  always  enveloped  in  a  dense  fog,  the  edges  of 
ow  senses,  as  well  as  of  our  appetites,  might  become  more 
blnnted.  Do  not  suppose  we  are  so  vivacious  here  that  we 
cannot  endure  it ;  that  is  not  what  I  wished  to  say,  and  you 
^  very  soon  see  that  by  the  life  we  lead. 

Although  there  are  several  of  our  ladies  who  could  please 


278  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

the  most  fastidious  taste,  and  amongst  this  small  number 
beauty,  attraction,  wit,  and  good  sense,  shine  forth  in  all  their 
splendour,  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  this  does  not  apply  to 
the  other  sex.  We  hare  scarcely  amongst  us  men  enough  of 
any  distinction  to  form  the  establishment  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales.*  The  others  cobast  of  certain  minds,  whom  example 
has  not  rendered  hypocrites,  persons  of  a  somewhat  contemp- 
tuous character,  but  also  much  despised  here,  and  better 
known  elsewhere. 

Our  occupations  appear  serious,  and  our  exercises  very  Chris- 
tian, for  here  there  is  no  quarter  shown  towards  those  who  are 
not  half  the  day,  or  at  least  affect  to  be,  at  prayers. 

Common  misfortune,  which  usually  binds  together  those 
whom  it  persecutes,  scfems  to  have  spread  discord  and  spleen 
amongst  us ;  the  friendship  which  is  outwardly  expressed  is 
frequently  feigned;  while  the  hatred  and  envy,  which  are 
concealed,  are  always  sincere ;  and  whilst  they  offer  up  a 
public  prayer  for  their  neighbour,  they  tear  him  quietly  to  pieces 
in  priyate. 

Tenderness  of  heart,  which  of  all  weaknesses  is  unquestion- 
ably the  most  excusable,  passes  here  for  the  least  innocent. 

As  to  gallantry,  it  reigns  here  nearly  on  the  same  principle 
as  in  the  Amadis  ;  we  see  it  burst  suddenly  forth  in  some 
wonderful  adventiu-e,  or  else  people  begin  by  marrying,  and 
then  are  amorous  or  gallant  at  leisure.  Does  not  this  biing 
to  your  mind  Don  Kyrie-Eleyson  of  Montaubon,  or  Palmeron 
of  Oliva,  and  the  Infanta  Archidiana,  whose  eldest  son  offici- 
ated at  mass  on  their  wedding-day  ?  But  to  return  to  our 
abode,  where  love  is  proscribed,  and  where  a  declaratioa  would 
make  everybody's  hair  stand  on  end. 

*  Charles  Edward,  eldest  son  of  the  refugee  King  James  II.,  who  wM 
living — where  he  afterwards  died — at  St.  CrermaiBs,  near  Paris. 
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O  tbim  of  CjilfeHe«  >oni ! 

Wlioae  &tal  laws  maj  none  dttdauiy 

E'en  here,  belkold  thy  power  unshorn 

WLere  only  dullness  seemed  to  reign. 
Thete  gloomy  precincts  brightest  eyes  illume. 
And  he  wh»  for  thtir  bz^ihtneas  pinei  in  vain, 

Of  tove  Hntold  most  fed  the  pain, 
i  And  with  a  twofold  flame,  conaume. 

For  who  may  ne^er  to  hope  presume. 
But  BigliB  encumWd  by  a  heavier  chain. 

Tbcm  here  is  found,  thy  vast  empire 
Boasti  none  so  ftdr,  nor  with  such  perils  finnght ; 

None  who  mcli.  ardour  may  inspirt : 

Kono  with  a  deeper  lovo  distcaaght. 

If  jm  ask  in  what  part  of  Saint  Germaina  all  this  is  to  ho 
fonnd,  I  should  not  he  emharrassed  to  point  out  the  heauties : 
I  should  find  it  far  more  ^Uffieult  to  produce  the  lovers,  yet 
I  do  know  some  of  this  species. 

What  a  sad  use  we  are  compelled  to  make  of  what  fortune 

offers  to  us  in  our  exile,  in  order  that  we  may  hetter  support 

it.    The  reflections  I  dwelt  upon  these  latter  days  have  filled 

my  mmd  with  the  hlue  deyils,  and  to  dissipate  them  I  went 

into  the  garden.     There  was  a  file  there,  and  unfortunately 

the  bourgeoisie  had  taken  possession  of  every  walk  with  their 

^y  cars,  ugly  hrats,  and  hushands  more  ugly  than  their 

wires.    I  moved  away  from  this  ignohle  crowd,  and  sought 

refuge  on  the  terrace*     You  know  there  is  nothing  in  the 

I       world  more  superb,  more  spacious  than  this  vast  promenade  ; 

I       yet  there  was  not  space  on  this  day  for  me  and  my  chagrin, 

I       t(ff  I  first  encountered  a  little  Jesuit,  a  great  hand  at  conversion, 

I       between  an  English  grenadier  and  an  English  dragoon  (both 

deserters  by  the  way),  who  appeared  to  me  more  faithful  to  Calvin 

than  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,*  for  the  good  father  excited  him- 

•  T^ffiamm. 
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self  in  rain  with  the  fervour  of  his  exhortations  ;  in  vain  did  be 
endeayour  to  prove  to  them  '  in  choice  Italian '  that  the  Pro- 
testants of  England  were  damned.  I  saw  plainly  that  his  per- 
Buasiye  powers  were  of  none  effect;  and  that  it  required  some 
money  to  perfect  the  conversion.  A  little  further  on  I  sair  a 
very  worthy  fellow,  not  destitute  of  wit,  but  I  avoided  him,  for 
as  well  as  being  a  great  disputant  on. ancient  and  modem 
politics,  he  is  always  accompanied  by  two  tall  greyhounds,  who, 
as  far  off  as  they  can  discern  an  acquaintance,  dash  towards 
him,  and  jump  on  his  shoulders  by  way  of  greeting.  God 
assoilzie  the  soul  of  Monseigneur,  the  late  Archbishop  of 
Paris,  who  occupied  one-half  of  the  terrace  with  his  chariot 
and  eight  horses^-himself  occupied  by  *****  aud  fol- 
lowed by  his  tall  and  tawny  Moor !  I  escaped  with  a.  low 
reverence,  which  the  worthy  prelate  did  not  see,  so  fuU  of 
meditation  was  he  for  the  service  of  the  king  at  the 
assembly  of  the  clergy.  I  was  beginning  to  thank  Heaven 
that  the  rest  of  the  terrace  was  free,  when  suddenly  I  beheld, 
emerging  from  the  forest,  the  most  cruel  and  most  difficult  to 
be  avoided  animal  I  know — a  widow,  whose  husband  died  of 
apoplexy  in  the  king's  service,  and  who,  with  a  train  of  black 
serge,  sweeps  from  morning  till  night  the  galleries  of  the 
chateau,  and  the  avenues  of  the  garden,  asking  for  a  pension, 
or  trying  to  find  some  one  who  knows  somebody  who  is 
known  to  some  lady  who  will  confess  that  she  is  one  of  the 
favourite's  friends,  to  obtain  her  protection.  I  remembered 
the  trouble  I  had  had  one  day  to  get  rid  of  her  when  she  had 
hooked  me  by  the  button,  and  I  had  recourse  to  the  only 
means  left  to  me  in  this  moment  of  urgent  peril,  and  choosing 
the  lowest  spot,  I  threw  myself  from  the  terrace,  and  descend- 
ing a  narrow  and  precipitous  path,  J,  only  turned  round  when 
I  felt  I  was  free  from  interruption  in  the  midst  of  those  deli- 
cious meadows  which  border  the  river.     There  it  was  that 
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I  met  with  the  most  singular  adrentore  whicli  was  erer  heard 
of*  I  will  tell  it  you,  madam,  but  I  entreat  of  you  not 
to  mention  it  to  any  person  until  I  hare  had  the  honour  to 
speak  with  yon  upon  it. 

It  was  in  the  loreliest  season  of  the  year,  and  I  breathed 
freely,  secure  from  impertinent  intrusion ;  but  my  ill-temper  had 
not  wholly  left  me,  and  I  was  in  a  mood  to  cayil  with  every- 
thing.   *<What!"  said  I  to  myself,  as  I  walked  slowly  beside 
^,      the  margin  of  the  Seine ;  "  it  was  in  this  spot^  now  so  Wild, 
I      that  the  loveliest  court  in  the  world  came  in  bygone  days  to 
>      display  its  magnificence  and  gallantry!   What   a  solitude! 
j       What  Ignoble  objects,  instead  of  hunting-grounds  and  prome- 
nades such  as  I  have  seen!"  I  paused  here,  and  looking 
contemptuously  on  the  stream  as  it  flowed  onward,  '*Who  would 
heliere,"  said  I,  « that  this  miserable  river,  which  has  not  a 
mouse  moving  on  its  banks^  has  passed  through  the  capital  of 
France,  and  touches  within  four  feet  of  the  palace  of  the 
greatest  monarch  of  the  world?   This  is  the  spot  where  so 
I       many  lovely  creatures  have  bathed — ^yes,  that  identical  spot, 
I       where  that  rogue  of  a  stable-boy  is  swimming  his  jaded  horses." 
I  felt  outraged  at  such  profanatioa,  and  savage  with  the  poor 
rirer.     I  changed  my  style^  to  enhance  the  vigour  of  my 
inveetiye.     Indignation,  as  you  know,  inspires  poetry  as  well 
as  love— and  thus  did  I  assail  the  river : — 


ThoQ  sad  and  wlituy  Seine  ! 

More  spleen  proyoldng  are  thy  lonely  shores, 

Than  e*en  the  Terrace^  on  whose  level  plain, 

Care  stalks  escorted  hy  a  train  of  bores. 

Thy  banks  can  boast  no  gayer  scene. 

Than  wretched  herds  in  patches  scattered. 

Attended  by  some  village  quean, 

With  wooden  shoes  and  garments  tattered, 
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Who«  mid  lad  mdcBcholy  hj 

Li  nowerad  bj  her  gnmting  duages ; 

Wliilo  down  thj  ttnam,  in  proud  txnj, 
.  Float  two  or  three  old  worn-out  haiges; 
Where,  midst  the  com  stor'd  up  in  heaps. 

The  monse  her  little  household  keeps ; 

Or  hsply  nay  prefer  to  fix 
Her  qnarters  on  a  waggon-load  cf  sticks. 

River !  whose  pun j  dwindling  flood 

The  summer's  paiching  heat  so  di^aSj 
Scarce  of  their  element  enough  remains 

To  keep  afive  thy  finny  brood ; 

Is  it  not  thoa  whom  captire  we  behold. 

When  wintec's  fimzen  aims  thy  wavet  onfisld* 
The  squalid  shepherd  haunts  thy  hanks  alone ; 

Or  the  dull  ass,  to  cool  him  in  the  stream  : 

The  meanest  brook  were  a  far  nobler  theme. 

Adieu  old  Stream,  adieu !  decrepit  crone  t 

After  uttering  this  complaint»  I  was  moying  away  from  tbe 
banks,  when  suddenly  the  surface  of  the  rirer  became  trouhled, 
although  there  was  not  a  breath  of  air  to  disturb  it;  and 
after  two  or  three  rolling  waves,  I  saw  something  rise  from 
the  stream,  which  at  first  alarmed  me  considerablj ;  bat  as 
soon  as  I  was  sufiBeientlj  recoyered  from  my  surprise  to  fix  my 
eyes  on  it,  astonishment  and  admiration  succeeded  to  my 
affiright — 

I  saw  in  woman^s  shape  arise, 

Above  the  sur&ce  of  the  wave, 

The  loveliest  form  e*er  Nature  gave 

To  dazzle  wondering  mortid's  eyes* 
Nought  from  her  snowy  charms  to  screen  U8» 

Down  to  her  waist  they  stood  confessed ; 
And  now  I  doubt  not  you  have  goessM 

The  nymph  I  've  painted  to  be  Yenot. 

Bat  of  my  story  hear  the  reat : 

Her  parted  lips  were  coral  red. 
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And  thvir*d  not  tMth  bat  a  bright  nm  of  penli ; 

Duk  as  tho  »f«B  "weie  bcr  eailf. 
While  Flora's  br^teit  trnte  faer  cheek  o'enpresd* 

Confus'd,  scaioe  knowing  what  to  say,— 
*•  Whoe'er  thon  art,"  I  cried,  "  O  beauty  rare, 
Fonn'd  by  thy  charms  all  mortal  hearts  to  snare, 

Excose  my  ignorattce  I  pray, 

14br  let  my  awkwaTdness  distress  y<Ni» 

But  tell  me  how  I  shoald  address  yott.'* 

The  fidr  one,  after  coughing  thrice^ 

Warbled  a  few  wild  notes  or  two. 

To  try  the  compass  of  her  voice; 

Then,  withoat  any  more  ado. 
Bat  in  a  v«ice  so  touching  and  delightfU, 

Had  any  h^pened  to  be  by. 
An  opera-singer  would  have  look'd  quite  spiteful^ 
Said  in  E  flat :  "  What !  don't  you  know  me  ?" 

"  That  you  're  a  Syren,"  answered  I, 
*^  Tour  yoioe  and  figure  plainly  shew  me ; 

But  what  in  Heaven  heie  has  brought  you  !  ** 
<<  No !  **  said  the  nymph,  **  I  'm  goddess  of  the  Seine  ; 
And  yon  will  smile  perhaps  when  I  explain 

The  reason  why  I  now  have  sought  you. 
The  fact  is,  having  a  few  words  to  say. 

As  towards  Poissy  I  was  wending, 
I  just  popped  in  upon  you,  on  my  way." 

^  Madam,  you  're  much  too  condescending  !^' 

But  allow  me  to  remain  persuaded  that  yoa  are  anjtliing  but 
j       ^hat  you  declare  yourself  to  be.     I  well  remember  in  the  pro- 
i       logue  of  some  opera  to  hare  seen  the  nymph  of  the  Seine 
I       holding  a  conversation  with  the  Tuileries,  and,  with  all  defer- 
ence to  you,  she  had  a  very  different  costume.     She  wore  a 
I       remarkably  lofty  head-dress,  consisting  of  feathers  and  stones, 
with  long  curls  reaching  almost  to  her  knees.     In  one  hand 
fihe  held  a  fan,  in  the  other  a  handkerchief ;  the  body  of  her 
petticoat  fitted  yery  tight,  and  the  end  of  her  train  did  not 
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appear  on  tlie  stage  until  at  least  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after 
herself — ^so  magnificently  was  she  dressed !  And  here  jou  are 
as  naked  as  my  hand  ;  not  that  I  find  any  fault  with  that^  for 
I  dare  wager  that  what  remabs  concealed  of  you  is  not  the 
handsomest  portion  of  your  figure,  and  that  the  water  hides  a 
certain  length  of  fish's  tail,  which  is,  I  assure  you,  not  much 
to  the  taste  of  the  individual  who  has  the  honour  of  addres^g 
you.  No,  madam,  you  are  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  Syren, 
and,  as  a  proof,  you  can  only  express  yourself  in  song." 

I  saw  her  smile  at  these  words,  and,  hy  an  imperceptihle 
movement,  gliding  along  the  surface  of  the  water  as  if  she 
were  in  a  half-bath,  she  reached  the  bank  on  which  I  was  sit- 
ting, and  I  saw  .quite  close  a  bust  which  did  not  yield  for 
beauty  to  that  on  which  so  many  rhymes  have  lately  been 
bestowed.  I  was  about  to  retire  respectfully,  when,  making 
me  a  sign  to  approach,  and  leaning  towards  me,  she  said  in  a 
low  voice  and  with  an  air  of  mystery — 

**  Thou  yrho  countless  books  in  vain  hast  read. 

And  ne'er  couldst  higher  end  achieve, 
Than  from  some  author  on  Parnassus  bred, 
A  few  old  scraps,  in  thy  discourse,  to  weave ; 
Who,  though  in  Helicon  sousM  over  head, 
Wouldst  fail  the  meanest  laurel  to  receive  ; 

Thou  whom  all  spirits  fill  with  dread. 

Yet  fearing  still  wilt  not  believe ; 
Who  with  contempt  to  look  on  me  art  led. 
As  some  show-monster  trick'd  up  to  deceive ; 
Thou  to  whose  heart  love's  shaft  is  newly  sped — ^ 

"  Queen  of  a  stream,  whose  beauties  leave 
Fair  Loire  behind — ^you  've  hit  the  mark,"  I  said ; 

**  But  who  could  all  this  knowledge  give  ?  " 
These  banks,*'  replied  the  nymph,  **  are  daily  haunted 

By  those  who  under  some  pretence 

Might  interrupt  our  conference ; 
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'  And  'tit  to  you  alone  the  &yonr  's  granted 

With  demigods  of  having  audience. 
Beneath  the  wave  whence  you  beheld  me  rise^ 
With  crystal  arches  vaulted  o*er, 
A  grotto  deeply  buried  lies. 
Where  in  profusion  pearls  and  coral  red 

Its  liquid  portals  overspread, 

Where. boundless  art  and  riches  wed — 
But  follow  me — and  let  me  charm  your  eyes." 

"  I  am  quite  ready  to  believe,"  I  replied,  somewhat  sur- 
prised at  this  proposal,  'Hhat  you  are  lodged  most  magnifi- 
cently down  below ;  but,  besides  that  I  am  not  fond  of  a  plunge 
in  the  water,  and  should  not  live  long  with  my  head  under  the 
stream,  as  I  have  occasionally  had  a  dip  in  your  watery  bosom 
— ^if  your  goddess-ship  had  paid  the  slightest  attention  to  me 
on  these  occasions,  you  would  have  perceived  how  unfit  I  am 
for  anything  when  I  am  wet." 

**  Well,"  she  said,  evidently  annoyed  at  my  refusal,  "  as  it 
is  not  for  anything  that  concerns  you  that  I  have  appeared,  I 
must,  in  spite  of  your  incredulity  or  weakness,  have  some 
consideration  for  one  or  the  other,  and  accommodate  myself  to 
your  caprices*  What  I  have  to  say  to  you,  however,  must  be 
without  witnesses.'  In  the  middle  of  this  field  there  is  a  kind 
of  rustic  grotto,  invisible  to  mortal  eyes — and  which  is  indeed 
but  a  mean  hovel  to  what  I  offered  to  show  to  you*  I  often 
retire  thither  in  the  very  sultry  weather,  when,  as  it  has 
pleased  you  to  say,  I  have  nothing  left  even  for  my  fish  to 
drink «     Will  you  not  grant  me  a  private  audience  ?  " 

At  these  words  she  flung  a  drop  or  two  of  water  on  my  eyes 
with  her  middle  finger,  and  seeing  that  I  shuddered  :— 

"Do  not  be  afraid,"  she  said,  "of  any  metamorphosis  ;  it 
is  only  a  slight  ceremony,  without  which  you  would  not  see  the 
place  we  are  going  to ! " 
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As  she  spoke,  she  came  quite  out  of  the  water  ;  she  had 
nothing  on  but  a  petticoat  of  the  slightest  posMble  material — ^a 
mere  transparent  gauze — ^and  the  moisture  made  it  cling  so 
closely  around  her,  that  she  might  as  well  have  been  without 
it.  I  saw  quite  distinctly  the  whole  form  of  her  body ;  but 
although  it  was  perfection  itself  in  shape  and  grace,  the  only 
feeling  it  inspired  me  with  was  admiration.   I  said  to  myself, — 

These  deities  afford,  I  thought, 
An  unnibetantial  kind  of  pastime  ; 
like  maqueretise^  a  hird  much  sought 
By  dainty  Catholics  in  &st  time. 
And  even  the  most  straightly  kced 
Mi^t  gaze  on  nakedness  so  chaste : 
Whiter  than  snow  appears  the  charmer^ 
Whiter  than  snow  and  no  whit  wanner  ; 
And  all  her  charms,  instead  of  pleasing. 
Leave  me  as  cold  as  any  fish : 
Her  very  hlood,  I  trow,  is  freezing  ; 
She  is  indeed  a  lenten  dish. 

Whilst  this  idea  ran  through  my  mind,  I  thought  I  was  trans- 
ported by  some  enchantment  to  a  palace,  the  most  magnificent 
and  agreeable  in  the  world.  Noyelty  and  good  taste  were 
displayed  in  its  architecture,  as  well  as  in  the  fountains  and 
garden  in  the  midst  of  which  it  was  situated. 

*'  What !  *'  said  I,  ''have  we  come  three  leagues  already — 
have  we  reached  Trianon  in  an  instant  ?  " 

She  did  not  condescend  to  reply  to  me ;  but,  as  if  she  had 
pity  on  the  meanness  of  the  thought,  she  shrugged  her  ivory 
shoulders,  and,  smiling  disdainfully,  beckoned  me  to  enter  into 
a  closet,  decorated  with  all  that  antiquity  and  modem  time 
haye  produced  that  is  most  rare  and  attractive,  and,  placing 
herself  in  an  attitude  of  repose  on  a  splendid  sofa,  comp^ed 
me,  notwithstanding  a  show  of  some  repugnance,  to  take  a  seat 


2SNBTDA.  287 

close  to  her ;  nnd,  after  lookm^  at  me  rerj  fixedly  for  some 
time,  ahe  thus  eommeiioed  :-— 
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**  It  is  hj  no  means  chance  which  has  induced  me  to  address 
ytroLy  stHl  less  is  it  in  the  hopes  of  finding  in  jour  mind  that 
easy  credulity  which  can  he  made  to.  swallow  anything.  I  rather 
suspect  you  of  leaning  to  the  other  extreme  ;  hut  as  I  know  you 
hare  not  so  malicious  a  disposition  as  is  generally  attributed  to 
you,  and  hare  sufficient  memory  to  forget  nothing  that  is  im- 
portant in  my  recital,  I  will  only  request  your  attention,  pro- 
Tided  that  you  make  such  use  as  I  desire  of  a  histoiy  which 
is  not  a  mere  inrention,  nor  related  merely  to  amuse  you. 
The  adventures  are  of  yery  ancient  date,  it  is  true,  and 
may  seem  to  you  purely  imaginary;  but  whether  you  be- 
lieve them  or  not,  is  not  of  the  slightest  consequence,  pro- 
vided you  recollect  them.  You  know  well  enough  when  to 
hold  your  tongue,  or  rather,  you  are  not  naturally  loquacious, 
and  this  is  what  I  require  ;  for  in  what  I  have  to  relate  to  you 
there  are  some  things  to  excite  your  curiosity,  and  others 
which  will  seem  opposed  to  probability.  AUow  me  to  put 
you  on  your  guard  against  one  or  other,  and  to  impose 
on  you  from  this  moment  unbroken  silence,  for  you  are  no 
longer  allowed  to  mix  your  conversation  with  mine  ;  and  the 
leas  word  you  say  to  interrupt  me,  I  shall  vanish  from  before 
your  eyes.  I  shall  therefore  anticipate  your  wishes  by  com- 
mencing with  some  reference  to  myself. 

''  I  am  not  what  I  appear  to  you ;  I  have  not  always  been  what 
I  now  seem  to  be,  but  I  shall  endure  to  the  very  end  of  the 
world.  You  have  already  witnessed  some  of  the  effects  of  my 
power,  which,  although  it  is  limited,  is  yet  more  extensive 
than  that  of  mortals.     Hear  me  without  dread.     What  you 


288  couKT  Hamilton's  tales. 

hare  heard  that  passes  for  fabulous  amongst  you,  as  regards  the 
Gabalists,  is  neither  entirely  true,  nor  altogether  imaginaiy ; 
for  it  is  proYed  that,  in  the  expanse  of  the  air,  in  the  bosom  of 
the  earth,  and  the  depth  of  the  waters,  there  are  certain  intel- 
ligences which  paitake  of  human  nature,  principally  in  their 
constancy  to  malignity ;  and  these  invisible  beings,  instead  of 
regulating  the  elements  in  which  they  dwell,  frequently  cause 
the  disorders  which  are  remarked  therein ;  for  earthquakes, 
floods,  storms,  whirlwinds,  and  other  outbreaks  of  nature,  are 
caused  by  their  caprices,  and  not  by  those  natural  causes 
which  your  philosophers  have  only  mystified  in  their  attempts 
to  explain.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  without  the  consent  of 
a  superior,  limitless,  eternal,  and  incomprehensible  power,  that 
they  dispose  of  the  destiny  of  things  below  ;  but  it  would  be 
only  in  the  first  instance  to  distract  your  attention  were  I  to 
expatiate  more  upon  this  point ;  yet  I  have  alluded  to  it  thus 
briefly,  purposely  before  I  commence  my  history, 

'*  I  have  been  for  some  time  past  amongst  the  number  of 
these  genii ;  but,  0  Heaven  !  how  fatal  to  me  was  the  adven- 
ture which  conferred  on  me  this  species  of  immortality,  and  how 
many  a  pang  of  sorrow  does  it  cost  me  each  time  the  cruel 
remembrance  occurs  to  my  mind! " 

At  these  words,  raising  her  eyes  to  Heaven,  she  heaved 
many  sighs ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  her  eflbrts  to  restrain  them,  I 
saw  tears  flow  down  her  lovely  cheeks,  and  fall  on  her  snowy 
bosom  so  unaffectedly,  amidst  the  most  touching  silence,  that  I 
really  was  as  nigh  as  possible  keeping  her  compfmy.  She  soon 
recovered ;  and,  having  proved  to  .me  by  a  tender  look  that  she 
was  not  insensible  to  my  sympathy— 

''  Reserve,"  she  said,  *'  this  kind  display  of  feeling  for  the 
conclusion  of  my  narrative.  You  will  find  in  it  enough  to 
exercise  all  yoiu:  pity  ;  and  yet  I  pray  ,of  you  to  receive  the 
unreserved  communication  I  am  about  to  make  to  you  as  to 
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who  I  am,  as  you  ought:  deserve  it  hj  yoor  discretion* 
Whether  you  belieye  what  you  wHl  soon  hear,  or  may  take  me 
and  my  history  for  illusions,  remember  that  you  will  not  do  well 
to  abuse  a  confidence  you  will  find  so  advantageous  to  yourself/* 

On  these  words,  after  having  looked  at  me  for  some  lomei 
with  great  stedfastness,  she  drew  nearer  to  me,  and,  pulling 
one  of  the  longest  curls  of  my  peruke  towards  her,  in  order  the 
more  closely  to  whisper  in  my  ear,  I  was  compelled,  in  spite  of 
my  extreme  respect,  to  lean  upon  her  in  a  very  familiar  manner. 
Her  cheek  touched  mine,  and  seemed  to  me  to  glow  with  a 
liyely  animation  wholly  different  from  that  insensibility  I  had 
accused  her  of  communicating  to  me  when  she  left  the  water. 
Her  breath  was  pure  and  fresh  ;  and  this  divinity,  whom  I 
had  suspected  of  being  rather  marshy,  did  not  smell  of  the 
swamp  the  least  in  the  world.  Why  am  I  not  allowed  to 
reveal  all  she  said  to  me  in  a  secret  conference  which  I  could  have 
wished  longer  ?  But  at  last  she  appeared  to  grow  weary,  and 
let  go  her  hold  of  my  peruke. 

''I  should  feel  too  much  constraint,''  she  said,  <<were  I 
thus  to  continue  my  narrative.  Let  every  body  quit  the  apart- 
inent,  and  leave  us  alone !  ** 

I  turned  round,  and  seeing  no  one  in  the  room,  believed  the 
order  was  addressed  to  me,  and  rising  immediately-^ 

*'  Sir,"  she  said,  **  do  not  stir.  I  was  speaking  to  certain  of 
my  waiting-women  who  were  chattering  in  that  flower-vase 
yonder  on  the  mantel-piece.  I  am  not  waited  on  by  fairies," 
she  added,  observing  that  I  smiled  ;  /'  those  three  flies  who 
are  now  on  the  window-pane  are  the  maidens  of  whom  I 
spoke.  You  will  see  them  by  and  by  under  a  more  agreeable 
figure." 

The  maids  of  honour  then  flew  away,  and  their  mistress 
thus  continued  her  recital  :— 

**  I  have  not  the  power  of  actually  reading  hearts,  but  I  knoif 
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nearly  all  thougl^ta  by  the  sadden  or  violent  moTemeiits  which 
joy,  terror,  hatred,  or  lore  excite.  A  certain  number  of  genii, 
sabject  to  my  will,  inform  me  of  all  that  occurs  throughout  % 
wick  district ;  but  my  emipire  has  its  limits.  I  make  tJiese 
subordinate  sprites  take  any  shape  I  choose,  and  through  their 
mimstvy  t  know,  for  instance,  all  that  passes  at  your  court,  and 
ihe  life,  character,  and  ^spootion  of  those  who  compose  it ! 

<'  An  agreeable  budget !  ^'  said  I  to  myself  *'  and  how — 
'  **  Silence !  *'  she  ezdaimed,  ''  and  listen  to  me.  It  ia 
usually  in  the  ahape  of  flies  that  my  emissaries  make  their 
observations ; — they  are  qnickei'  about  their  work,  and  excite 
less  attention  ;  therefcHre  you  may  be  assured  that  those  yerj- 
troublesome  flies  who  c(mie  back  the  more  obstbiately  wh^i 
they  are  driven  away,  are  nothing  mcnre  than  spies  of  this  kind. 
But  my  nde  does  not  endnre  all  the  year  round  ;  for  as  soon  a& 
the  swallows  disappear,  I  am,  as  it  were,  quite  annihilated, 
and  I  do  not  know  what  becomes  of  me  until  their  return  ; 
then,  without  any  consciousness  o^  my  part,  I  find  myself  just 
as  I  was  before.  This  is  a  slight  sketch  of  what  I  am.  I 
must  now  inform  you  what  I  wasi.  Remember,  I  again  warn 
you,  whilst  you  are  listening  to  a  recital  which  is  laag  and  full  of 
extraordiiiary  erents,  that  you  must  not  on  any  account  inter- 
rupt it.     It  is  twelye  years  since  I  arrived  at  the  court  of " 

At  these  words,  placing  her  finger  on  her  mouth  at  the 
moment  I  was  about  to  interrupt  h^r — 

*'  Beware  l"  she  exclaimed  t  "  this  is  the  last  time  I  will 
give  you  any  warning.  I  was,"  she  continued, ''  about  twenty 
years  of  age  when  the- ambassador  of  Childeric  conducted  me 
to  Troyes,  then  the  capital  of  the  new  dynasty  of  the  French  ; 
but  in  order  that  you  may  clearly  understand  all  concerning 
my  adventures,  I  must  give  you  an  abridgment  of  all  that 
occurred  from  the  foundation  of  that  monarchy  until  the 
present  period.    You  know  that  Pharamond  was  the  first  King 
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of  France,  or  rftther  you  credit  hiBt<»y,  which  wys  sfi  mxnA. : 
bifl  real  name,  howeyer,  was  Mdlauhandia  ;  and  if  your  idea 
of  him  he  eoBfoimable  to  what  romaiieQa  have  rdated  to  joa, 
or  eyen  more  fierioos  writers,  jou  will  find  a  good  deal  to 
unlearn  in  referenee  td  his  adyentmree,  his  eharaeter,  and 
appearance. 

^'  MeUaahaudiB,  whom  I  will  howerer  call  Pharamond,  in 
order  that  jour  eara  may  not  he  shocked  at  his  barharona 
name,  waa  the  lord  <^  Petite-Pierre,  a  wild  place  existing  at  that 
period,  and  inhabited  by  brigands,  who  robbed  with  impunity 
all  they  fomid  weaker  than  themselyeB.  Pharamond,  at  their 
head,  profitiDg  by  the  disorders  and  revdiation  that  threatened 
the  BomaB  empire,  formed  designs  yery  much  beyond  his 
atreagth,  althoogh  not  beyond  his  ambition.  The  hope  of 
booty,  and  the  pleasures  of  a  free  life,  had  so  increased  his 
followers,  that  he  quitted  his  mountaios,  rushed  down  upon 
Alsatia  like  a  tcMrent,  and  haying  rayaged  that  country,  crossed 
the  Ehine,  p^ietratiug  far  into  Franconia.  He  there  found  a 
certain  Ascarius,  who,  following  the  same  course  as  himself, 
could  not  bear  any  *  riyal  near  the  throne,'  that  is,  with  the 
idea  of  establishing  himself  in  those  cantons.  He  drove 
Pharamond  back  across  the  Rhine,  who  after  having  vainly 
tried  to  seize  on  thie  banks  of  the  river  on  this  side,  eventually 
established  himself  in  the  country  between  Lorraine,  Franche* 
Comt^,  and  Champagne,  of  which  he  made  a  facile  conquest. 
Gondioche,  the  most  powerful  of  all  the  heads  of  these  cantons, 
was  occupied  in  strengthening  his  position  in  Burgundy,  which 
be  had  wrested  from  the  Romans ;  and  so  far  from  opposing 
himself  to  the  settling  of  Pharamond,  he  preferred  him  as  a 
neighbour  to  such  enemies*  He  soon  repented  of  the  assistance 
lie  had  given  him*  Stilico,  the  absolute  nder  of  the  western 
empire,  in  consequence  of  the  weakness  of  Honorius,  beginning 
to  be  alarmed  at  Ihe  insurrections  he  had  himself  caused  in 
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order  to  render  himself  necessary,  sent  fresh  legions  into  Gaul 
to  quell  the  murmurs  which  his  conduct  had  excited.  Ourio^ 
who  commanded  them,  attacked  Gondioche,  as  yet  hut  inse^ 
curely  estahlished  in  his  new  dominions, -and  pressed  him  so 
Seyerely  that  he  was  forced  to  shut  himself  up  in  the  capital 
of  the  Burgundians,  whilst  Pharamond,  whose  assistance 
he  had  vainly  implored,  in  his  turn,  did  not  give  himself 
the  slightest  trouble  to  come  to  his  rescue.  He  sent  to  reproach 
him  with  his  ingratitude  for  the  last  time,  and  now  sought 
only  to  defend  to  the  last  something  in  his  eyes  more  precious 
than  his  kingdom,  or  even  his  life,  which  was  at  that  moment 
in  keeping  within  the  ramparts  of  Dijon.  Pharamond,  who  had 
given  the  Romans  time  to  expend  their  forces  in  accomplishing 
the  ruin  of  his  neighbour,  feared  that  they  might  turn  their 
arms  against  him  with  similar  success,  if  he  allowed  them 
entirely  to  subdue  him.  Leaving  to  his  son  Clodio  the  follow-^ 
ing  up  of  those  conquests  he  had  commenced  on  the  borders  of 
Champagne,  he  collected  all  his  powers,  advanced  against  the 
Bomans  by  forced  marches,  surprised  them,  and  having  seized 
on  their  camp,  their  surprise  was  so  complete,  and  the  result  so 
bloody,  that  the  only  prisoner  they  made  was  the  unfortunate 
Curio. 

'*The  victor,  laden  with  the  spoils  of  the  Romans,  entered  tri- 
umphantly into  the  city  he  had  just  delivered,  surrounded  by 
eagles  and  the  fasces,  and  dragging  at  his  heels  the  Roman 
general  laden  with  fetters.  The  suddenness  of  so  great  a  victory 
had  prevented  Gondioche  from  participating  in  its  results  :  he 
had  but  just  the  time  to  receive  the  conqueror  at  the  gates  of 
the  city.  Until  that  moment  the  praises  and  flatteries  of  the 
people  he  had  just  delivered  had  been  the  only  things  that 
occupied  his  mind ;  but,  on  reaching  the  palace  of  Gondioche,:^ 
he  saw  the  lovely  Rosamond,  and  became  enamoured  of  her*' 
This  was  the  invariable  effect  produced   by  a  beauty  whose 
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memory  is  still  preserved  by  posterity.  You  will  see  presently 
how  far  in  other  respects  that  memory  is  worthy  of  such  immor- 
-  tality.  Pharamond  addressed  her,  flushed  with  the  recent  glory 
acquired  by  the  defeat  and  shame  of  the  Romans.  What  a 
spectacle  for  a  mind  prejudiced  with  a  mortal  hatred  against  them! 
«  "  Rosamond  was  not  insensible  to  its  effects  :  he  appeared 
in  her  eyes  a  hero^  a  deity,  or  at  least  the  most  enchanting 
of  mortal  men.  He  was  small,  but  stout,  high-shouldered, 
and  of  short  stature,  with  long  arms  ;  his  countenance  was 
no  better  than  his  figure,  with  the  exception  of  a  mixture  of 
the  ferocious  and  the  dignified  in  its  expression  difficult  to  define. 
As  to  his  attire,  he  wore  a  turban  decked  with  three  cock's 
feathers  ;  a  cloak  of  green  cloth,  descending  only  to  the  waist, 
covered  by  a  leather  jerkin  of  the  same  length  ;  to  this  cloak 
was  attached  a  hood  of  violet  velvet  hanging  between ;  and  he 
also  had  small  chamois  leather  boots,  which  onlv  came  half 
way  up  his  leg. 

"Ah!  "said  I  to  myself,  "little  Mellaubaudis  was  very 
elegantly  attired,  and  had  a  most  engaging  aspect  to  excite  ' 
love  ;  and  Fair  Rosamond  could  not  have  been — " 
•  "  Fair  Rosamond,"  continued  the  nymph,  (as  if  I  myself  had 
«poken,)  "  was  charmed  with  him,  in  spite  of  the  ridiculous 
impression  you  may  receive  from  the  real  portrait  I  have  just 
^awn ;  and  the  mind  of  Pharamond,  very  susceptible,  despite  his 
ferocity,  could  not  see  such  a  perfection  of  charms  without  be* 
coming  deeply  enamoured.  Gondioche  expected  as  much,  but 
4iad  not  anticipated  that  the  person  of  Pharamond  would  have  a 
similar  effect  on  her  ;  and  his  breast  heaved  with  grief  and 
jealousy,  whilst  a  desire  of  vengeance  rekindled  all  the  de-» 
testation  and  animosity  which  Rosamond  experienced  against 
the  Romans.  '  She  gave  full  scope  to  these  sentiments,  and 
said,  (whilst  she  gave  to  her  eyes  their  utmost  expression| 
«nd  turned  them  full  upon  Pharamond,) — 
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**  *  King  of  the  French,  crown  all  that  Rosamond  now  owes 
you  in  retom  for  Jihertj  and  life  hy  a  gift  which  iff  ill  he  no  leas 
agreeahle  than  either.  I  heg  the  Roman  general  of  you.  Make 
me  the  arhitress  of  his  destiny.' 

''  Pharamond,  who  had  himself  just  surrendered,  could  hardly 
refuse  to  deliver  over  his  prisoner.  The  unhappy  Roman  was 
brought  in  ;  hut  Gondioche  could  not  see  him  in  his  foriom 
condition  without  ordering  his  cluuns  to  be  taken  off. 

*'  *  Stay,  Gondioche ! '  exclaimed  the  haughty  Rosamond. 
'  You  have  had  too  small  a  share  in  the  misfortunes  of  him 
who  placed  you  in  the  position  whence  you  seek  to  extricate 
him,  to  hare  any  right  to  render  him  so  generous  a  service. 
liCl  him  be  shut  up,'  she  continued,  'in  the  dungeons  until 
the  nature  of  his  punishment  diall  be  decided  on.' 

**  The  unhappy  Curio  did  not  belie  his  race,  but  sustained  his 
disgrace  and  sentence  with  a  firmness  worthy  of  ancient  Rome» 
not  deigning  even  to  cast  a  glance  on  her  who  gave  this  cruel 
mandate. 

"  Tournaments  and  banquets,  which  Pharamond  loved  to 
excess,  were  the  evidences  of  the  gratitude  of  Gondioche  ;  but 
he  gave  them  with  repugnance  to  a  man  he  was  beginning  to 
detest ;  for  Rosamond  gave  him  more  cherished  proo&  of  her  gra- 
titude, and  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  her  feelings.  Pharamond, 
master  at  the  court  of  Gondioche,  paid  no  attention  to  htf 
presence ;  and,  unable  to  endure  this,  he  withdrew  under 
pretence  of  calling  his  troops  together. 

"  Still  these  two  lovers,  so  different  in  appearance,  but  so  alike 
in  their  inclinations,  frequently  preferred  barbarous  sports  to  the 
gentle  dalliance  of  a  new-bom  flame.  The  luxury  of  the  Romans^ 
who  brought  with  their  armies  ail  that  could  serve  for  pomp 
and  show,  had  supplied  them  with  gladiatora :  they  contem- 
plated these  bloody  combats  with  delight ;  and  Rosamimd  would 
never  have  been  satisfied  had  not  Pharamond  been  informe4 
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tliat  ibey  had  also  found  lions  and  tigers  in  the  camp  of  Ouiio, 
It  wonld  have  seemed  as  though  the  mention  of  these  sarage 
beasts  had  aroused  all  the  cruelty  of  this  inhuman  female.  She 
leemed  delighted,  and  raising  her  eyes  to  heayen,  exclaimed: — 

**  *  Ye  just  gods,  accept  my  thanks  for  the  means  you  offer  mo 
of  ayoaging  the  death  of  those  so  dear  to  me.  Deliberatton  is 
no  longer  needful ;  and  happy  indeed  shall  I  foe,  if  with  Gurio 
I  ooold  immolate  every  Roman  to  the  manes  which  I  h<^  to 
appease  by  this  sacrifice  !  I  swear  they  should  perish  like  him, 
and  know  no  burial  but  in  the  entrails  of  wild  beasts.  Let  him 
know,'  she  added,  '  that  in  three  days  he  shall  be  exposed  to 
the  lions,  and  that  I  only  thus  delay  his  death  that  he  may  the 
longer  feel  all  the  h<»Tor  of  the  punishment  that  awaits  him.' 

''What  diabolical  fiend/'  said  I  to  mysdf^  ''could  have 
possessed  this  fury  !  ** 

"  I  won  t  tell  you,"  continued  the  lovely  Naiad,  with  a  snule, 
f '  for  you  see  I  can  guess  pretty  accurately  what  people  are 
ihinking  of  in  my  presence ;  but  I  must^  for  the  moment) 
leave  the  thread  of  my  story  to  account,  as  far  as  possible,  for 
the  cruelty  of  Rosamond* 

"  She  was  Ate  s  daughter,  who  had  givenlier  in  marriage  to 
Badagaise.  These  two  men  of  power  and  importance  in  that 
part  of  Gaul  which  runs  along  tl^  banks  of  the  Moselle,  had 
roused  it  i^ainst  the  Romans.,  and  being  in  communication  with 
Trev^,  had  called  upon  Gondioche  to  join  t2|em,  and  surprise 
the  city.  The  son  of  Stilico  was  then  governor  of  those  pro* 
vinces,  with  his  seat  of  rule  at  Treves,  and  was  ^uite  ready  to 
carry  out  his  father's  design  of  exciting  troubles  in  this  portion 
of  the  empire.  He  was  cruel  and  voluptuous,  qualities  which 
sddom  failed  to  disgust  people  with  the  Roman  yoke.  Yet  as 
his  cruelty  and  violence  kept  him  on  the  alert,  and  made  him 
distrustful,  he  had  his  ^ies  planted  everywhere.  He  was 
Boon  informed  oi  aU  that  was  going  on  in  the  city,  and  having 
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ment  wbose  very  thoaght  made  her  tremble,  she  threw  herself 
Into  the  arms  of  the  son  of  Stilioo,  hardly  knowing  what  she 
did,  or  rather  not  thinking  anything  infamous  or  honribley  hot 
the  state  in  which  she  had  seen  all  that  was  dearest  to  her  go 
earth.  But  whilst  she  took  a  part  so  odious  in  order  to  sawe 
ihem,  the  Roman,  giving  way  to  the  transports  of  a  sneoess  so 
wholly  unlooked  for,  neglected  to  suspend  his  first  sentence, 
and  the  ministers  of  his  orders  too  anzioos  to  execute  th^s, 
did  not  learn  that  the  unfortunate  Rosamond  had  obtained  the 
pardon  of  h^  father  and  husband.  They  were  both  rent  in 
pieces  by  wild  beasts,  after  haying  undergone  all  the  infamy  of 
the  £rst  punishment.  She  had  not  the  time  to  contemplate 
the  miserable  and  horrible  condition. to  which  she  was  rednced 
on  hearing  these  flEicts. 

**  The  Roman  garrison  had  gone  out  to  see  the  bloody  spec- 
tacle in  the  arena,  and  during  that  time  the  city,  rising 
massacred  all  the  Romans  who  remained,  and  the  gOTerOior 
himself  only  escaped  by  hasty  flight.  Gondiodie  appeared  at 
this  moment,  and  finding  the  Roman  cohorts  endeavouring  to 
force  the  gates  of  the  city,  he  fell  upon  them,,  out  them  in 
pieces,  and  entering  the  city,  gave  it  up  to  the  plunder  of  hia 
troops;  of  all  the  booty  only  reserving  to  himself  the  least  valua- 
ble porti(m.  He  married  the  outraged  Rosamond,  and  took  her 
to  his  own  dominions.  This  was  the  cause  of  her  resentment, 
to  which  she  resolved  to  immolate  the  unfortunate  Curio,  as  she 
had  sworn.  Pharamond  not  only  consented  to  this  cruelty,  bub 
applauded  the  piety  with  which  she  avenged  the  deaths  of  her 
husband  and  father  on  an  innocent  man — she  who  had  so  well 
recompensed  a  guilty  (me.  Still  Gondioehe,  whom  they  had 
nearly  forgotten  in  the  delights  they  were  experiencing  in  love 
and  cruelty,  had  assembled  all  his  troops,  and  was  advancing  to 
punish  a  faithless  vrif e,  and  avenge  himself  on  a  perfidious 
guest,  who  had  only  succoured  him  in  order  to  vidate  the  righto 
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of  hospitftfity,  and  grre  law  to  his  dominions :  but  Pharamond» 
in  every  way  raccessful  against  his  rival,  overthrew  his  troops, 
killed  him  with  his  own  hand,  took  possession  of  his  dcmiimonsy 
was  received  by  Rosamond  as  if  he  had  triumphed  over  her  most 
mortal  enemies,  and  with  the  same  hand  that  was  yet  reeking 
with  the  blood  of  her  husband,  received  hers. 

<<  WhOst  these  things  wore  passing  amongst  the  BnrgnndianSy 
Ciodio's  reputation  extended  as  far  as  his  conquests.  He  had 
become  master  of  Chalons,  Rheims,  and  Troyes,  and  had  under* 
taken  the  siege  of  the  strongest  place  occupied  by  the  Romans. 
So  much  glory  made  Pharamond  jealous,  and  Rosamond  fnJl 
of  rancour  and  envy.  She  had  just  given  birih  to  a  son — 
whose  parentage  being  doubtfid  between  Gondioche  and  Phara- 
mond, and  which  she  desired  to  be  heir  to  the  throne ;  in  order  to 
remove  the  legitimate  successor,  she  filled  Pharamond's  mind 
with  evil  impressions  and  every  kind  of  dark  suspicion.  Qodio 
deceived  orders  to  suspend  the  progress  of  his  arms  until  the 
return  of  his  father.  He  did  not  obey,  because  his  enemies 
were  preparing  snccours  for  a  place  he  was  cm  the  point  of 
taking.  He  took  it  by  assault,  and  his  success  by  no  means 
diminished  the  amount  of  crime  imputed  to  his  disobedience. 
His  father  was  coming  towards  him  witli  rapid  marches  ;  this 
last  victory  increased  his  jealonsy ;  and  Rosamond,  who  con*- 
troUed  his  mind  as  well  as  his  heart,  had  no  trouble  to  persuade 
liim  that  a  young  upstart,  puffed  up  with  glory  and  good 
fortune,  the  rising  sun  whom  the  people  and  soldiery  adored, 
snd  who  already  felt  himself  authorised  to  disobey  his  father 
and  king,  would  not  pause  here,  when  he  should  become  weary  of 
.waiting  for  the  crown.  Nothing  more  was  requisite  to  determine 
a  man  who  felt  himself  capable  of  the  same  feeling  and  designs 
of  which  they  accused  his  son,  Clodio,  howev^,  was  so  far 
from  having  any  such  intentions,  that  he  quitted  the  army,  and 
lutstened  to  meet  his  fether.     What  was  his  surprise  when^  he 
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found  himself  arrested  hj  bis  orders,  instead  of  receiving  the 
praises  and  caresses  he  anticipated.  He  spoke  in  his  own  justi- 
fication with  so  much  grace  and  dignity,  that  Pharamond,  who 
could  not  refute  what  he  advanced,  seemed  as  if  his  distrust 
and  hatred  were  increased  hj  his  veiy  innocence  and  the  injury 
he  had  done  him.  It  was  not  so  with  Rosamond :  her  heart  was 
changed  from  the  moment  he  appeared  and  spoke*  Her  weak- 
ness was  glory,  and  she  found  it  more  attractive  in  a  figure  like 
that  of  Clodio  than  she  had  done  in  Pharamond,  who  was  now 
hateful  to  her  ;  and,  as  impetuosity  ruled  every  movement  of 
her  heart,  she  resolved  to  get  rid  of  him,  not  reflecting  for  a 
moment  whether  or  not  this  would  lead  her  to  the  summit  of 
her  desires.  Fate  spared  her  this  crime,  for  Pharamond  died 
of  apoplexy  the  same  night ;  and  Rosamond,  urged  on  by  her  new 
infatuation,  and  full  of  confidence  in  a  beauty  which  hitherto 
nothing  had  resisted,  appeared  before  Clodio  with  every  charm 
with  which  she  could  invest  herself,  making  a  merit  of  disliking 
the  injustice  and  harshness  of  a  husband  who  was  scarcely  coldi 
in  order  to  ^ve  a  value  to  the  eagerness  of  her  advances  to  the 
son,  as  evident  as  they  were  ill-timed.  The  son  of  Pharamond 
gazed  on  her  with  admiration ;  but  the  borror  he  had  conceived 
at  her  cruelties,  the  report  of  which  had  reached  his  ears,  pre* 
served  him  from  her  attractions,  or  rather,  there  was  no  room  in 
his  heart  to  receive  the  impression  of  charms  that  had  subdued 
fio  many.  However,  he  dared  not  see  her  again  ;  and,  without 
punishing  her  with  the  severity  he  was  advised  to  put  in  force, 
and  which  all  the  ill  she  had  done  so  well  merited,  he  contented 
himself  with  shutting  her  up  in  the  wildest  spot  in  the  forests  of 
Ardennes,  where,  in  all  the  horrors  of  remorse  and  the  tedium 
of  a  protracted  imprisonment,  she  ended  her  days  miserably, 
little  pitied  in  the  last  misfortunes  of  her  life,  and  less  regretted 
upon  her  death. 

**  Such  were  the  adventures  and  character  of  two  persons  of 
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imquestionable  fame  in  historj*  but  therein  described  in  a 
Bianner  yery  different  from  what  I  have  just  told  yon.  As  for 
Clodio,  after  having  confirmed  all  that  his  father  had  usurped 
or  acquired  in  Burgundy,  and  taken  care  that  Rosamond's  son 
should  never  be  in  a  position  to  dispute  the  succession  with  him, 
be  turned  his  steps  and  his  thoughts  with  extreme  eagerness 
towards  the  city  of  Troyes*  He  did  not  long  remain  there  ; 
and  not  finding  any  employment  for  his  arms,  he  turned  them 
in  another  direction,  and  made  other  conquests,  which,  how- 
ever,  he  did  not  retain  tranquilly.  The  famous  JEtius,  the 
Boman  general,  began  to  re-establish  far  and  wide  the  affairs 
of  the  Empire  ;  and  Clodio*  the  most  powerful  of  those  who 
had  recent^  established  themselves  on  their  ruins,  gave  way 
wherever  he  came  in  collision  with  this  great  captain.  He 
was  tempted,  however,  to  try  his  fortunes  near  Tongres# 
whither  he  had  pushed  his  conquests,  with  this  redoubtable 
enemy ;  but  fortune  was  so  hostile  towards  him  in  a  battle 
in  which  he  had  assembled  all  his  forces,  that  he  not  only 
abandoned  the  field  to  the  conquerors,  but  the  greater  por« 
tion  of  the  territory  he  had  just  gained  ;  and,  repulsed  within 
the  limits  of  his  first  dominions,  he  was  compelled  to  remain 
there  for  many  years.  It  was  during  ibis  peaceable  interval 
that  he  married  Clotilda,  the  daughter  of  Gondioche  and 
Jlosamond«  She  had  none  of  her  mother's  qualities — ^but 
modesty,  gentleness,  and  the  absence  of  any  remarkable 
beauty,  succeeded  in  winning  the  regard  of  Clodio,  who  at 
this  period  seemed  to  fear  nothing  so  much  as  women  of  exces-' 
^ve  beauty.  This  had  not  always  been  his  taste«  Troyes,  one 
of  his  earliest  conquests  in  war,  was  the  sole  place  where  he 
made  any  in  love.  This  city  having  been  defended  to  the  last 
Oztremity,  refusing  to  accept  the  most  honourable  terms  of 
capitulation,  was  at  last  stormed,  and  Clodio,  in  the  boiling 
ardour  of  his  youth,  and  under  the  first  influence   of  angeri 
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had  resolyed  on  pnttiiig  all  to  fire  and  sword,  when  G^erbnde; 
the  goyenKNr's  danghter,  found  fayoor  in  the  sight  oC  the 
irritated  conqneror.  She  was  fair;  her  akin  was  dazzling; 
and  her 'figure  tall  and  graeefnl.  Whilst  in  her  features  shontf 
all  the  adyantages  of  liyelj  youth,  thej  expressed  innooenee 
and  modesty.  The  timid  glances  she  dared  not  cast  at  Clodio, 
had  something  so  yery  softening  in  their  humilit j,  that  they 
ohtuned  what  they  asked,  and  what  they  did  not  ask.  Her 
life  and  liberty,  and  those  of  the  people,  on  the  point  of 
undergoing  all  the  horrors  of  war,  were  not  all  that  the  son  ol 
Pharamond  granted  to  her.  His  disposition  was  naturally 
amiable  ;  and  coyered  with  so  much  glory,  so  young,  what 
heart  could  resist  him  ?  That  of  Gertrude  did  not  surrender, 
howeyer,  for  a  long  time :  the  respect  inseparable  from  true 
loye  was  mingled  in  all  the  proofs  of  his  afEection  which 
dodio  eyinced  to  the  modest  Gertrude.  The  delicate  scru* 
pulousness  of  her  feelings  could  not  allow  that  he  should 
urge  his  suit  by  any  modes  offensiye  to  modesty.  The  dia- 
proportion  between  their  births  and  positions  was  yery  great ; 
still  the  resistance  ci  Gertrude,  founded  on  the  nobility  of  her 
sentiments  and  the  austerity  ci  hw  yirtue,  stood  her  in  lieu  of 
all.  He  pnnnised  to  marry  her  as  soon  as  he  should  be  at 
liberty  to  do  so  by  the  consent  or  death  of  his  father.  He  then 
set  out,  with  much  regret,  to  fresh  conquests,  carrying  with  himi 
as  the  sole  fayour  of  an  adored  mistress,  the  hope  of  possessing 
her  by  legitimate  ties,  and  all  that  tender  words,  sighs,  and 
tears  could  afiord,  to  console  his  departure.  Gertrude  had 
appeared  at  the  summit  of  her  wishes  when  her  lover  had 
finally  declared  that  he  would  marry  her ;  all  flattered  her  tendeo 
regard  for  him,  and  this  r^rard  was  not  inimical  to  his  glory. 
Howeyer,  in  the  midst  of  this  happiness,  she  often  appeajred 
overwhelmed  with  profound  sorrow ;  and  in  those  chamun^ 
hours  when  two  persons  who  mutually  loye  forget  in  each  othec 


ZKNSTDA.  >  303 

ike  rest  of  tlie  wcrld,  a  deep  sadness  deprived  her  of  the  joy 
that  dse  wonld  have  absorbed  her  heart. 

'^  Immediately  Ihat  Oh)dio  had  departed,  indifferent  to  the 
homage  and  respeet  whidi  would  have  been  accorded  to  her  bj 
her  new  fortune,  and  the  rank  for  which  she  was  destinedj 
she  imposed  on  herself  a  Toluntarj  exile,  and  only  sought  th^ 
secret  pleasure  of  being  worthy  of  what  she  refused. 

''There  was  in  those  days,  at  Troyes,  an  extraordinary 
woman,  who  passed  for  a  magician.  Her  name  was  Alboflede, 
although  apparoitly  she  was  the  same  of  whom  our  authors 
and  traditions  make  so  much  mention  under  the  name  o£ 
Helusina.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  comprehend  why  posterity 
affects  so  frequently  to  change  the  names  of  persons,  any  more: 
than  the  locality  and  dreumstances  of  the  events  which  tradition 
hands  down  from  preceding  times. 

*'  This  female  had  fixed  her  abode  on  an  island  formed  by 
an  embranchment  of  the  Seine,  two  leagues  above  Troyes. 
Her  abode,  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  xiver,  projected  on  a 
gallery  suj^rted  by  marble  columns,  close  down  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  beneath  were  places  commodiously  arranged 
far  bathing.  A  garden,  filled  with  curious  flowers,  and  omar 
mented  with  the  rarest  plants,  always  very  carefully  cultivated, 
extended  along  the  buik.  There  was  no  attempt  at  mag-^ 
odficence ;  but  remarkable  arrangement  and  neatness  rendered 
ihe  whole  thing  delicious  for  its  simj^city.  No  servant  wasi 
visible  throughout  the  house  ;  yet  every  convenience  of  hfe 
was  there  to  be  found  ;  nor  was  it  possible  to  discover  how  ov 
hs"  whom  you  were  waited  on. 

It  was  in  this  enchanted  solitude  that  Gertrude  sought  9 
refuge  from  the  world  during  the  absence  of  her  lover ;  she 
lefused  all  attendance  save  that  of  one  of  her  women ;  and  a 
brother  whom  she  loved  tenderly  was  the  only  person  who  was 
permitted  to  see  her.   Albofi^e  felt  a  friendship  for  the  father  of 
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her  hostess.  It  was  reported  by  some  that  she  had  taught  him 
magic ;  others  held  that  their  connectioQ  was  of  a  different 
tiature,  and  that  Gertrude  was  his  daughter*  This,  however, 
Itppeared  incredible,  for  AlboflMe's  appearance  presented  all 
that  is  most  deformed  and  repugnant  in  age  and  ugliness,  and 
no  one  had  ever  heard  it  said  that  she  had  been  otherwise. 

It  was  asserted  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  an  old  Druid^ 
very  learned  in  astrology,  who,  upon  drawing  her  horoscope, 
had  discoyered  that  she  was  destined  to  surpass  all  her  sex  in 
beauty  and  in  lightness.  The  latter  was  considered  by  the  old 
gentleman  as  a  superfluous  addition,  and  accordingly  he  set 
to  work,  thumbing  all  his  books  over  again,  in  the  vain  hope  of 
discoyering  some  mistake,  but  he  always  found  the  same  thing; 
and  at  last  he  was  tempted  to  drown  the  future  beauty,  that  he 
might  be  spared  the  grief  of  seeing  his  daughter  reach  that 
extreme  point  of  coquetry  which  had  been  promised  her  by  her 
stars.  The  old  Druid  was  not  aware,  however,  that  the  lights 
nesB  accorded  to  her  by  her  favourable  destiny  applied  only  to 
her  body.  So  perfect,  however,  did  this  beauty  grow,  that  all 
who  saw  her  were  lost  in  astonishment  at  so  much  loveliness ; 
but  none  were  so  profoundly  impressed  with  the  fact  as  herself. 
Her  father,  who  observed  this,  looked  upon  it  as  the  first  and 
natural  effect  of  her  destined  inclination  to  form  tender  attach-^ 
ments ;  and  wishing  to  turn  her  weakness  to  some  advantage^ 
admonished  her  that  the  preservation  of  those  charms,  on  which 
she  so  fondly  doated,  depended  upon  her  cruelty,  and  that  if 
she  once  yielded  to  the  prayers  of  a  lover,  she  would  become  as 
hideous  as  she  was  beautiful.  The  only  way  of  avoiding  so 
terrible  a  misfortune  was  carefully  to  shun  the  approach  of  all 
men ;  and  in  order  effectually  to  avoid  their  influence,  she  was 
not  to  give  them  time  to  speak  ;  for  when  a  young  lady  ventured 
to  listen  to  them,  it  was  almost  impossible  for  her  not  to  believp 
iall  they  said*    This  was  more  than  enough  to  persuade  one 
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who  already  despiaed  everybody  but  herself.  The  danger  with 
which  she  was  told  that  the  society  of  men  would  threaten  her 
charms,  inspired  her  with  some  alarm*  In  rain  did  a  multi- 
tude of  lorers  daily  declare  their  passion  for  her  ;  in  vain  did 
the  echoes  unceasingly  repeat  her  name  ;  and  in  vain  did  every 
tree  bear  it  engraven  on  its.  bark  ;  nothing  moved  her,  save 
the  dazzling  glances  of  her  own  eyes  ;  and  she  easily  managed 
to  rid  herself  of  this  army  of  admirers,  either  by  flight  or  by 
the  coldness  with  which  she  treated  them.  The  respectful 
lovers,  accordingly,  after  languishing  some  time,  quietly  died 
off,  after  the  usual  fashion,  and  gave  her  no  great  trouble  ;  but 
there  were  some  of  a  more  ardent  temperament^  and  others  of 
^  more  importunate  disposition,  who  frequently  gave  her  occa* 
non  to  exercise  her  ingenuity. 

At  last,  she  grew  heartily  tired  of  running,  when  she  was  not 
disposed  to  take  that  kind  of  exercise,  and  of  being  persecuted 
by  rival  admirers  of  her  own  beauty,  when  engaged  in  contem- 
plating  her  charms  reflected  in  some  tranquil  stream.  In 
disgust,  she  renounced  all  society,  and  gave  herself  up  entirely 
to  the  thankless  worship  of  her  own  person,  seeking  out  every 
retired  spot  where  she  could  indulge  in  the  undisturbed  con* 
templation  of  herself.  Cupid  became  nettled  at  her  indifference^ 
and  resolved  to  avenge  the  lovers  whom  she  had  abandoned,  by 
the  most  distressing  misfortune  that  could  befal  her. 

Among  the  thousand  brilliant  charms  which  decked  her 
l>erson,  the  least  enchanting  was,  perhaps,  her  hair  ;  it  was, 
however,  of  the  most  beautiful  shade  imaginable,  and  so  long 
and  thick,  that  whenever  she  chose  she  could  entirely  cover 
herself  with  it.  One  day,  as  she  was  combing  it  out  by  the 
Aide  of  a  river,  where  she  had  just  been  bathing,  a  stag,  whiter 
than  snow,  pursued  by  himters,  leaped  into  the  stream,  and 
while  his  pursuers  were  looking  for  a  ford,  swam  across  the 
river,  and  advancing  towards  her,  laid  himself  gently  at  her 
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feet ;  he  appeared  exhausted  with  (atigoe,  and  seemed  to 
implore  her  protection  by  the  most  sorrowful  and  kngaiafaiag 
looks.  Nerer  had  she  seen  a  more  beautifid  ereature,  or  oo» 
more  worthy  of  oompasuoii.  Laying  her  hsnd  upon  him,  she 
began  to  soothe  and  caress  him  ;  but  searcely  had  she  touched 
him,  when  she  saw  him  transformed  into  a  nwB.  Her  aarpcise 
searcely  lasted  more  than  a  moment,  for  in  the  danger  that 
threatened  her,  she  immediately,  betook  hoself  to  the  iafallibiB 
safeguard  of  which  she  deemed  herself  possessed.  She  was 
almost  entirely  naked,  and  modesty  lending  additional  swiftneia 
to  hear  nsnal  lightness  of  foot,  she  flew  rather  than  lan ;  bat  it 
seemed  as  though  this  adventurous  lorer,  to  whom  Cupid  had 
l^t  his  swiftest  wings,  still  retained  the  qualities  of  the  stag-, 
for  all  the  exertions  of  the  fugitive  could  only  keep  her  a  few 
steps  in  advance.  In  her  hurried  flight,  the  wind  threw  her 
hair  into  die  most  wanton  disorder  ;  but  she  was  too  jealous  of 
the  least  of  her  charms  to  suffer  it  to  be  thus  exposed  to  the 
profane  gaze  of  her  pursuer,  and  plunging  into  the  first  wooded 
coTer  that  {Absented  itself,  she  fell  into  the  &tal  snare  she  was 
endeayouring  to  aroid.  Scarcely  had  she  advanced  a  few  st^ 
when  her  beautiful  hair  became  entangled  in  the  suirounding 
shrubs,  each  twig  retaining  as  much  as  woidd  have  set  up  a 
respectfol  lover  for  life,  but  her  pursuer  was  not  suffidendy  so 
to  content  himself  with  the  precious  spoil.  The  branches  of  a 
tree,  in  which  the  whole  of  her  hair  had  entangled  itself,  at 
last  arrested  her  flight.  In  vain,  at  this  fatal  moment,  were  all 
her  prayers,  her  threats,  and  her  straggles  to  defnid  herseUl 
She  had,  unfortnnatdiy,  to  do  with  one  who  was  no  loser  of 
opportunities.  He  did  not  love  her  enough  to  fear  her  dia* 
pleasure,  and  thought  her  too  beautiM  to  yield  her  obedieBoe. 
In  short,  die  cruel  god,  who  had  resolved  to  punish  her,  gare 
her  up  to  the  Ml  •extent  of  h«r  fote.  I  riiall  not  add  how  the 
wicked  wags  of  the  dme  related,  in  tel£ng  ^bie  stCMry,  diat  het 
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despair,  at  ike  coaclaskm  of  the  «df«ntBre,  mm  not  of  an 
alaimuig  naioie,  and  tiiat  her  ]iii«fortaiie  did  not  appear  lo 
great  bi^  that  it  Admitted  of  coBsolation,  had  it  not  oost  her 
the  lots  of  all  her  charms  ;  but  ^rfaen  she  had  lost  these,  life 
iMcame  hfttefol  to  hear ;  she  aToided  Ihe  ^mmtaiita  aa  stadioady 
«6  she  had  aooght  themhef«re  the  terrUiletraiHfoiiBatioii ;  and 
yet  the  metamorphoais,  ythiek  eoat  her  audi  an  abondaace  of 
tears^  waa  purely  imaginary.  How  yain  are  all  ffieeaiitioDB 
agaiDit  the  inllaeiiee  of  ao  malignant  a  itar  I  Prudenee  itself 
ia  ^eqiieDtly  Hie  lery  canie  that  hastens  the  aeeomplisfament 
of  ow  desday,  when  we  foacy  we  haw  deferred  it  by  aa 
laa^ailHig  p]!ieeavtioB.' 

Ubofidde'e  fathear  had  deoeiTod  her  in  order  to  render  her 
prndeot.  All  his  warnings  about  her  kmng  her  beauty  when 
sI»lost  her  ianoeenoe,  were  a  mere  fiction*  never  had  riie 
shone  respiend^it  with  so  many  charms  as  when  she  believed 
hersdtf  derived  ci  th&m  fer  ever.  Far  from  her  taking  any 
steps  to  uodeoeire  hersdf,  instead  of  being  consulted  hr  the 
kath,  all  those  rostic  mirrors,  before  whidi  she  had  spent  ee 
many  agreeable  hours  in  ogling  her  beautiful  eyes,  had  now 
become  her  utmost  aversi^  Night  and  day  she  ^rept  orer  a 
mialbrtnne  which  existed  only  in  her  imaginatioB.  But  iriiat 
greater  evils  are  there  thaa  sndii  as  spring  fraan  this  fnutJal. 
source.  The  fairies,  at  last,  were  moved  with  pity  towards 
her,  but  while  ihey  only  desired  to  alleviate  her  distress^  the/ 
nnfortunately  augmented  the  piteonsness  of  her  plight  While 
in  the  very  height  of  her  •despair,  she  happened  to  meet  one 
pf  them,  who  promised  to  grant  h«r  any  boon  she  desired ; 
teUiag  her,  at  the  same  time,  to  be  ceulaons  in  her  ehmoe,  as 
once  granted  the  gift  eonld  never  be  recaUed*  Ahis  i  that  so 
pnimifiiag  an  offer  atonld  only  be  a  fresh  snare  for  thelti>fated 
Alboflede  I  Conld  she  think  of  anything  but  that  whidi  was 
the  eternal  subject  of  her  reflections  ?     The  boon  she  aat:ed 
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was  that  she  miglit  undergo  a  complete  change  from  her 
head  to  her  feet,  and  that  her  appearance  might  become  as 
different  as  possibly  could  be.  The  wish  was  granted,  and 
scarcely  had  the  last  words  fallen  from  her  lips  when  she  be* 
came  so  hideous  that  the  fairy  ran  away  quite  frightened. 
Shortly  after  this  metamorphosis,  another  fairy  appeared  before 
her  just  as  she  was  about  to  take  a  look  at  herself  in  som6 
neighbouring  fountain.  The  fairy  offered  her  another  gift,  but 
80  great  was  her  impatience  to  admire  herself  once  more,  that 
she  could  hardly  stop  to  think  of  a  wish.  At  last  she  requested 
that  she  might  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  beauty  she  then 
possessed,  as  many  years  as  she  had  hairs  on  her  head.  The 
little  fairy  shrugged  her  shoulders  with  pity  at  this  absurd  re- 
quest, but  was  obliged  to  grant  it.  No  sooner  was  she  con* 
firmed,  as  she  imagined,  in  the  possession  of  beauty, — the 
duration  of  which  was  to  be  measured  by  the  quantity  of  hair, 
which  sh«  fancied  herself  to  have  now  recovered,  with  the 
rest  of  her  charms, — than  she  ran  with  all  her  haste  to  the 
nearest  fountain,  where  she  might  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  see* 
ing  herself  once  more,  after  so  long  a  separation.  What  was 
her  horror,  when,  instead  of  the  incomparable  beauty  she  ex- 
pected, she  saw  a  horrible  withered  and  deformed  old  hag, 
whose  face,  uniting  all  the  repulsive  features  of  decrepitude, 
was  relieved  by  the  magnificent  ornament  of  three  straggling 
grey  hairs.  At  first,  she  was  unwilling  to  believe  that  it  was 
her  own  image,  but  when  she  observed  that  all  her  gestures  of 
astonishment  were  repeated  by  the  odious  figure,  all  doubts  of 
her  misfortune  were  removed,  and  she  almost  let  herself  fall 
into  the  water  when  the  horrible  conviction  reached  her.  Afitef 
returning  to  her  former  lamentations,  for  the  loss  of  her  beauty, 
she  derived  some  little  consolation  from  the  thought,  that  she 
had  only  three  years  to  live  in  horror  of  herself.  The  occupa- 
tion in  which  she  now  took  most  delight,  was  to  reckon  the 
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moments  as  they  glided  by  and  brought  her  nearer  to  the  term 
of  her  misery,  hidmg  herself,  during  the  day,  in  the  darkest 
and  most  sequestered  caverns,  and  wandering,  at  night,  over 
lonely  deserts,  and  through  the  most  gloomy  forests.  In  this, 
truly  miserable  course  of  life  she  had  at  last  managed  to  drag 
herself  on  to  the  twelfth  month  of  her  last  year,  and  was 
reckoning  on  having  now  only  a  few  days  more  to  inhabit  the 
wretched  body  to  which  her  destiny  had  condemned  her,  when, 
having,  one  very  dark  night,  wandered  among  a  number  of 
rocks  and  precipices,  in  the  midst  of  which  she  ^i^s  vainly 
endeavouring  to  lose  herself,  she  at  last  reached  the  very 
island  in  which  she  afterwards  established  her  abode. 

Here,  what  she  imagined  to  be  a  fire  shed  so  strong  a  light 
on  all  surrounding  objects  that  they  became  as  visible  as  in 
broad  day.  Next  to  herself,  her  greatest  aversion  was  any- 
thing approaching  to  light:  so  violent,  however,  was  her 
curiosity  to  know  whence  it  could  proceed,  that  she  immediately 
crossed  the  river  in  order  to  satisfy  her  mind.  The  first  thing 
she  saw,  was  a  little  negro  lying  asleep  ;  he  wore  a  necklace 
inlaid  with  such  sparkling  jewels  that  it  was  impossible  to 
look  at  them.  She  was  some  time  before  she  .could  prevail 
upon  herself  to  approach  him,  for  he  was  even  uglier  than 
herself.  Yielding,  at  last,  to  her  extreme  desire  to  possess 
herself  of  a  treasure  that  was  only  fastened  to  its  wearer  by 
a  little  bit  of  thread,  she  approached  him,  although  nigh  upon 
fainting  at  the  ugliness  of  his  person,  and  more  especially  the. 
disgusting  odour  of  his  breath.  Having  succeeded  in  unfasten- 
ing the  necklace,  she  was  about  to  withdraw  with  her  booty 
when  the  little  monster  awoke.  With  his  eyes  open,  he  was  a 
hundred  times  uglier  than  before,  and  she  would  have  im- 
mediately run  away,  but  that  with  her  beauty  she  had  also  lost 
all  her  swiftness.  The  Moor  did  not  appear  particularly  anxious 
about  the  theft  she  had  committed,  but  merely  informed  her 
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that  the  object  was  of  mach  more  yabie  than  she  fancied,  and 
gave  her  permissioii  to  put  it  about  her  neck,  provided  that  she 
immediately  eroaaed  baek  to  the  other  side  of  the  riYer.  The 
oradition  seemed  no  toij  hard  one  to  comply  with,  and  thoogii 
she  had  only  a  few  more  days  to  liye,  she  appeared  enehanted 
to  hare  gained  possession  of  the  precious  banble.  She  im- 
mediately stepped  into  the  water,  smrounded  with  a  halo 
of  dazzling  light,  bnt  what  was  her  astonishment  to  see 
all  the  brilliancy  of  the  jewel  e&ced  by  the  splendoor 
of  all  her  former  beauty,  which  she  behdd  lefleeted  in  the 
water.  Her  joy  was  too  immoderate  to  last  yeiy  h«g>  and,  to 
her  extreme  despair^  the  little  wretch  declared  that  she  most 
<^ther  give  np  the  jewel  or  yield  herself  to  him.  At  Best, 
swelling  with  indignation,  she  threw  the  precious  treasure  at 
his  head ;  but  when  she  looked  at  herself  again  in  the  water, 
she  shuddered  at  the  sight,  and  turned  her  eyes  towards  tlie 
Moor.  His  whole  p«*son,  from  head  to  foot^  {»*e8enied  a  detest* 
able  spectacle  of  ugliness  and  deformity  ;  after  a  good  deal 
of  haggling,  however,  she  consented  to  purchase'  badi:  her 
beauty.  Her  little  bridegroom  was  a  great  magician,  but  he 
was  not  sufficiently  powerful,  however,  entirely  to  rev^  the 
decree  of  the  fairies,  and  as  soon  as  the  daylight  began  to 
dawn,  AlbofiMe  appeared  as  ugly  as  ever.  In  order  to 
assuage  her  grief  at  this  last  calamity,  the  little  Borc&natp 
after  dipping  the  last  solitary  hair  of  his  mistress  in  the  juice 
c^  an  herb,  whi<^  made  it  so  tough  that  no  power  could  Inrteakit 
or  pull  it  out,  he  taught  her  the  mysteries  of  his  art.  She  eould 
fSoretell  the  future,  and  force  the  elements  to  obey  her,  and 
when  she  chose,  she  could  exercise  the  power  of  magie  to  its 
fullest  extent.  Engrossed  by  the  acquirement  <^  such  pro- 
found  knowledge  she  gradually  lost  her  extreme  s^isibSity 
with  respect  to  her  beauty ;  and  the  little  negro,  who  had  only 
really  cared  for  her  during  the  few  mom^its  when  her  beauty 
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had  returned  to  bar,  left  her  in  the  peaceful  posaession  of  her 
iflland  and  her  «achantments»  and  took  himself  off.    ^ 

This  £Euunfbl  tale  may  perhaps  hare  appeared  rather  too 
exteiuttYe  a  digression  to  occur  in  the  midst  of  the  tmthf  ul  his- 
tory to  which  you  have  been  listening.    But  to  resume. 

Clodio,  as  I  have  already  related,  succeeded  his  father.  Six 
months  had  he  been  absent  from  his  beloved  (Tertnide,«->&iz 
months  that  were  as  so  many  centuries  to  OAe  so  passionately 
enamoured  as^  ha.  She  had  neyer  once  been  away  from  his 
thoughts  during  the  whole  of  this  period ;  and  absence,  which  so 
often  weakens  the  ties  of  the  most  faithful  attachment,  espe* 
dally  amidst  great  and  serious  occupations,  had,  in  his  case, 
only  strengthened  ihem.  He  set  out  on  his  journey,  filled 
inth  eager  desire  again  to  behold  the  object  of  his  adoration^ 
and  restore  her  to  happiness.  What  greater  pleasure  can  a  loTcr 
tft&te  than  ao  charming  an  anticipation  ?  At  every  step  that 
brought  hip  nearer  to  her,  his  imagination  pictured  her  plunged 
in  grief  at  his  absence,  and  languishing  with  impatience  for  his 
return.  How  delightful  was  the  thought  that  he  was  about  to 
put  an  end  to  all  her  sorrows  by  making  himself  again  the 
happiest  of  men.  With  so  flattering  a  prospect  before  him, 
a  man  gen^o^y  travels  at  a  tolerably  roimd  paoe,  and  accord* 
iugly  his  arrival  anticipated  the  very  report  of  his  departure  for 
Troyes.  Hia  surprise  at  finding  Gertrude  no  longer  there,  was 
as  great  as  that  which  he  had  expected  to  cause  her  by  hia 
unexpected  presence.  The  <mly  person  who  was  aware  of  the 
step  she  had  taken  was  her  brother.  Alarmed  that  he  could 
obtain  no  intelligence  of  her^  Clodio  sent  for  the  brother  in 
^estion,  who  was  not,  however,  discovered  without  considerable 
trouble,  so  exactly  did  everything  seem  to  conspire  to  drive  him 
to  desperation  with  impatience.  When,  however,  with  all  the 
impetuosity  and  disorder  that  mingled  love  and  fear  inspire,  he 
-had  pressed  him  with  a  hundred  questions  at  once,  concerning 


312  COUNT  HAMILTON'S  TALES. 

Ida  sister,  and  found  him  silent  and  confused,  lie  made  nO 
doubt  but  that  she  was  dead,  and  gave  himself  up  to  rage  and 
despair.  Fearing  the  effects  of  his  extreme  grief,  his  mistress's 
brother,  apologising  for  his  reserve  on  the  score  of  his  sister 'd 
conmiand  that  he  should  never  reveal  the  place  of  her  refuge^ 
offered  to  conduct  him  thither.  Never  did  such  a  burst  of  joy 
succeed  so  cruel  a  state  of  affliction  .as  Clodio's  fears  had 
thrown  him  into.  He  seemed  to  acquire  a  new  life  on  bein^ 
assured  of  that  of  his  mistress,  and  he  asked  no  more  to  grant 
a  full  pardon  to  the  offender.  A  boat  was  prepared  and  manned 
with  the  strongest  and  most  expert  oarsmen  that  could  be^ 
found,  in  which,  accompanied  by  his  guide  alone,  he  embarked. 
Entirely  pre-occupied  with  the  pleasure  of  causing  his  mistress^ 
an  agreeable  surprise,  he  prevented  her  brother  from  sending 
any  messenger  beforehand  to  apprise  her  of  his  arrival. 
Meanwhile  the  exertions  of  the  boatmen  urged  them  forward 
with  incredible  swiftness,  but  which  was  far  below  the  desires 
of  him  who  was  now  grown  the  most  impatient  of  mortals.  So 
transported  was  he  with  the  anticipation  of  again  beholding,  in 
a  few  moments,  his  beloved  Gertrude,  that  he  was  unable  to 
contain  himself,  and  urged  the  boatmen,  already  exhausted 
with  their  labours,  to  fresh  exertions.  He  would  at  oner 
moment  fall  to  and  embrace  the  brother  of  his  mistress,  and 
the  next,  commence  reproaching  him  for  his  cruelty,  in  having 
left  him  for  a  single  moment  in  a  state  of  suspense  which  had 
almost  cost  him  his  life.  But,  instead  of  returning  his  embraces 
and  answering  the  hundred  impetuous  and  tender  inquiries 
of  Clodio  respecting  his  sister,  he  remained  obstinately  silent,' 
and  seemed  as  though  each  time  Clodio  embraced  him  he  would 
willingly  have  jumped  with  him  into  the  river.  Meanwhile,  arf 
Clodio  was  wondering  at  the  coldness  and  sullen  dejection  with 
which  his  friendly  advances  were  received,  the  little  boat  bore 
alongside  beneath  the  gallery  which  jutted  out  over  the  stream. 
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Just  as  he  was  leaping  upon  land  He  fancied  he  heard  groans 
issuing  from  within  the  house*  So  solicitous  was  his  affection^ 
that  everything  alarmed  him«  Calling  to  the  hrother  of 
Gertrude  to  show  him  the  way,  he  was  thrown  into  a  fresh 
state  of  astonishment  at  the  slowness  and  evident  reluotance 
with  which  the  latter  was  quitting  the  hoat*  As  they  con-* 
tinned  to  advance,  the  complaints  uttered  hy  the  voice  he  ha4 
heard  seemed  to  grow  louder  and  higher,  till  at  last  a  succession 
of  sharp  piercing  shrieks  convinced  him  that  some  violence  was 
hemg  done  to  the  person  from  whom  they  proceeded.  Breaking 
open  the  door  of  the  place  whence  they  appeared  to  issue,  he 
heheld  his  lovely  Gertrude  stretched  on  the  floor  in  the  arms  of 
an  old  heldame,  and  the  little  heing  to  whom  she  had  just  given 
hirth  lying  beside  her.  At  the  sight  of  the  old  woman  and  of 
the  child  he  stood  transfixed  to  the  spot,  while  the  mother,  just 
recovering  from  the  swoon  into  which  the  last  pang  had  thrown 
her,  feehly  opened  her  eyes.  Great  Heaven  I  what  a  spectacle 
awaited  her,  and  how  terrible  did  the  sight  of  him  whom  she 
loved  more  than  her  life  appear  to  her  at  such  a  moment.  A 
second  swooning  fit  saved  her  from'  all  the  horror  of  her 
refections,  while  jealousy  and  rage  were  fiercely  contending  ii^ 
the  bosom  of  Clodio.  The  conflict  soon  terminated.  His  mistress 
^as  recalled  to  life  by  a  fresh  succession  of  pains ;  and  the 
excruciating  cries  they  wrung  from  her,  the  violent  agitation 
into  which  her  whole  frame  was  thrown,  efiectually  drowned 
the  indignation  of  her  lover,  in  compassion  for  her  situation* 
He  was  already  about  to  assist  Albofl^de,  who  was  anxiously 
employed  in  tendering  her  assistance,  when,  after  a  fresh 
paroxysm,  a  companion  was  given  to  the  little  being  who  had 
jnst  been  ushered  into  the  world.  This  reiterated  testimony  of 
her  outrageous  infidelity,  the  horrible  distortion  of  her  feattures 
during  her  agony,  and  the  repulsive  effects  of  this  flagrant 
disclosure  of  her  shame  in  his  very  presence,  banished  in  an 
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ingtuit  firom  his  breast  all  the  interest  with  which  he  had  pre- 
YMmslj  beheld  her.  Hunying  hack  to  his  boat,  he  re-embarked, 
as  deeply  pre-occupied,  during  his  return  home,  with  the  aingo- 
laritj  of  his  adventure  as  he  had  been  with  his  impatienj^ 
l(mgings  in  leairing  it.  Satisfied  to  hare  been  the  dupe  of  hia 
heart's  first  attachment,  he  felt  no  inelination  to  give  poblieity 
to  his  shame  by  a  useless  exposure. 

While  making  preparations  for  his  departure  from  a  se^M 
which  would  only  have  eontinually  revired  the  memory  of  aa 
Adventure  whidi  he  was  desirous  of  burying  in  obliTion,  he  be- 
held, one  day,  Albofl^de  standing  in  tiie  middle  of  the  closet^ 
to  which  he  had  retired  for  the  purpose  of  writing.  The  sup- 
prise  which  her  appearance  and  unexpected  preseiee  caused 
him,  gave  way  to  a  kind  oi  respectful  feeling,  as  she  addressed 
him  in  the  following  terms : — 

**  The  hapless  Gertrude  has  ceased  to  exist ;  she  was  inno- 
cent  of  the  infidelity  of  which  thou  hast  bdudd  the  fancied 
proofs  ;  more  than  this  I  am  not  permitted  to  say  in  her  justi- 
fication ;  time  alone  can  effectually  re-establish  her  repiitati<m. ; 
nevertheless,  be  persuaded  of  this  that  no  man  ever  seduced  her 
Innocence,  or  triumphed  over  her  virtue ;  and  dodio  akne,  of 
all  mortal  men " 

*'  Glodio ! "  exclaimed  the  prince>  abn^tly  breaking  into  her 
harangue  ;  '^  can  it  be  that  Glodio  is  the  unconscious  fatiier  of 
ihe  children  whose  birth  he  beheld?  But  no  matter— care 
shall  be  taken  of  them  without  further  inquiry  into  their  real 
{Mtemity ;  and  let  me  add,  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  the 
misfortune  of  thdbr  mother,  in  spite  of  all  that  has  oecuned 
to  efiace  her  memcHry  for  ever  fir<»i  my  hearL" 

**  Forget  her  then !  ^  said  the  sorceress,  **  once  .thou  canst 
only  recidl  her  memory  to  brand  it  with  shame ;  but  learn  thisy 
that  she  has  left  behind  her  that  which  one  day  may  become 
the  arbiter  of  thy  destiny/'     As  she  spoke  these  w<»d8  there 
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was  BomeihiDg  m  marreUoiis  in  tiie  Uglit  that  darted  from  ber 
eyes  that  he  was  constnuned  to  turn,  away  his  own  ;  and  when 
he  sought  them  again  she  had  disappeared.  But  let  us  now 
terminate^  in  a  suceinct  nainitiYe»  the  histocy  of  his  adTentnrei 
and  of  his  icign* 

Prom  that  timeforth»  allhisthoDghts,  now  that  he  had  done 
with  loTe»  were  tuned  towards  war»  for  it  was  not  till  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  after  that  he  formed  the  matrimonial  alliance  of 
whidi  I  have  already  spoken*  in  which,  however,  all  tender 
emotiona  of  the  heart  had  certainly  veiy  Httle  sharew  His 
oljeet  had  been  to  seeore  himsdf  a  line  of  saccessors,  but  he 
was  nerer  blest  with  any,  although  the  tirtiions  Clotilda  pr^^ 
sented  him,  in  the  Tory  first  year  of  thor  marriage,  with  both 
a  SOB  and  a  daughter.  S<xne  part  of  the  period  which  followed 
his  union,  he  spent  tranquilly  enough  in  the  calm  enjoyment  of 
repose  and  the  sweets  of  domestie  happmess*  Ambition,  how* 
ever,  and  war,  which  was  kindled  im  all  udes,  drew  him  away 
faaa.  these,  and  urged  him  in  erery  direction,  where  he  thought 
he  codd  profit  by  the  disorder  into  which  the  a&irs  of  the  em* 
pile  hadftlkn. 

Keveryidess,  success  did  not  always  attend  his  enterj^rise ; 
the  great  Aetius  had  arrested  in  its  fall  the  vast  power  that 
geemed  sinking  beneath  its  own  mighty  weight ;  and  whereyer 
Ckdio  had  him  for  an  adrersary,  the  scales  of  yictoiy  were  ever 
turned  to  the  advantage  of  his  q^nent.  All  the  adTen- 
tmtms  ajMiits,  howerer,  in  search  of  fortone  or  renown,  swarmed 
beneath  his  banners,  in  the  assurance  that,  there,  merit  must 
er^itnally  meet  with  its  reward.  Among  those  who  had 
ancceeded  in  achieTiBg  the  highest  distinction,  he  had  parti<* 
ddarly  honoured  with  his  esteem,  and  enriched  by  his  bounty, 
a  youth  of  unknown  <»igin,  who  had  neyer  lost  an  opportunity 
of  rendering  himself  distinguished.  His  person  was  agree* 
able,  and,  profiting  by  the  inclination  which  the  King  mani- 
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fested^  towards  him,  his  assidaons  zeal  rendered  him  the 
faTOurite  object  of  his  liberality  and  the  envy  of  his  courtiers  ; 
for  favour  is  as  unlimited  in  its  growth  as  disgrace  is  rapid 
in  its  progress,  when  once  the  work  of  ruin  has  begun*  All 
that  was  known  of  the  new  fayourite  was  his  name.  He  was 
called  Meroul.  To  crown  his  fortunes  the  King  gave  him  his 
wife's  elder  sister  in  marriage,  whom  he  had  himself  rejected 
on  account  of  her  beauty. 

At  that  time  it  was  customary  for  the  whole  Court  to  follow 
the  King  in  his  warlike  expeditions  ;  and,  as  the  fortune  of  war 
is  uncertiun,  the  ladies,  instead  of  beholding  a  brilliant  succes- 
uon  of  triumphs  and  victories,  were  sometimes  treated  with  a 
spectacle  of  an  entirely  reverse  character. 

The  nuptials  of  the  King's  sister-in-law,  which  were  cele- 
brated in  the  neighbourhood  of  Laon,  in  consequence  of  this 
practice,  had  nigh  proved  fatal  to  the  French  army.  Clodio 
had  advanced  in  order  to  protect  this  place  from  an  attack  with 
which  it  seemed  menaced  on  the  part  of  the  Romans.  The 
vigilant  Aetius  surmised  that  the  distance  of  the  camp,  and 
the  rejoicings  to  which  the  enemy  would  give  themselves  up, 
would  offer  a  fair  opportunity  for  a  surprise.  The  event  proved 
that  he  was  not  mistaken.  Falling  upon  them  at  break  of  day, 
he  found  them  overwhelmed  with  sleep  and  the  effects  of  wine, 
defenceless,  and  without  a  sentinel  to  give  the  alarm.  Meroue 
was  the  first  who  was  sufficiently  prepared  to  receive  them ; 
running  to  the  King's  quarters  at  the  first  appearance  of  their 
danger,  he  rallied  as  many  round  him  as  he  could  muster ; 
rescued  him  from  the  enemies  who  had  already  surrounded 
him,  and,  after  securing  his  escape,  was  fortunate  enough  to 
save  his  bride  from  the  last  indignity  that  could  befall  her* 
The  Queen,  happily  for  her,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy's 
general*  She  was  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to  her  rank» 
and  was  sent  back  three  days  after,  escorted  by  a  guard  of 
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iionoor*  This  was  the  last  check  that  Glodio  received;  AStius, 
called  in  another  direction  to  the  defence  of  the  empire,  allowed 
him  all  necessary  time  to  recruit  his  forces* 

The  counsels  of  Merou^»  whose  wisdom  was  equal  to  his 
valour,  were  of  no  small  assistance  to  Clodio  in  establishing  a 
powerful  monarchy,  which  he  succeeded  in  effecting  at  the  end 
of  a  few  years.  So  high  was  the  Swing's  opinion  of  his 
favourite,  and  all  that  related  to  him,  that  he  never  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  believe  he  was  in  earnest,  when  the  latter 
frankly  confessed  that  he  believed  himself  of  obscure  origin,  as 
he  never  failed  to  do  whenever  the  subject  was  alluded  to. 
''  I  see  no  reason,  sire,"  he  would  say,  *'  to  blush  for  such  a  cir- 
cumstance. We  are  not  masters  of  that  part  of  our  fortunes.  I 
should  be  happy  if  my  birth  could  answer  to  the  position  in 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  place  me.  All  I  know  on  the 
subject  is,  that  an  old  woman  had  me  brought  up  in  a  most 
delightful  spot,  from  which  she  drove  me  as  soon  as  she  thought 
I  was  in  a  position  to  make  my  way  by  my  own  merits,  or 
peiish  bravely  in  the  pursuit  of  glory.  The  first  arms  I  bore 
were  in  your  service*  A  sealed  paper,  which  this  old  woman 
^ve  me  to  deliver  to  your  Majesty,  and  which  I  thought  of  too 
little  consequence  to  trouble  you  with,  will  probably  furnish 
you  with  further  information." 

Clodio,  who  had  been  marvellously  attentive  to  his  discourse, 
opened  the  paper  presented  to  him  with  evident  emotion,  and 
l*ead  these  words — **  Meroul,  son  of  Gertrude,  owes  the  light 
to  an  immortal  father.  The  testimony  of  Alboflede  must  suffice 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  statement." 
r  Clodio,  having  mused  for  a  few  moments  after  reading  the 
above,  embraced  Meroue  with  affection,  and  said  to  him,  smiling^ 
that  it  mattered  little  who  his  father  was ;  mortal  or  immortal, 
he  had  not  behaved  in  the  most  handsome  manner  to  poor 
Gertrude,  but  that  he  willingly  forgave  him  for  his  part  of  the 
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wrong,  for  the  flake  of  liis  aecompKBked  flon.  Tlie  esteem  toA 
confidence  of  the  King  went  on  dafly  increaahig ;  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  Merou6  held  ihe  reins  of  go^emm^t  dnring  the  latter 
years  of  his  master's  reign,  which  he  rendered  glorious  by  his 
signal  Tictories  in  times  of  war,  and  happj  b j  the  establish- 
Buent  of  a  peace  which  restored  tranqoiility  and  abondanee  to 
the  subjects  of  his  new  dominion. 

Clodio  died  at  Rhdans,  where  he  had  established  the  seat  of 
his  gOTemment,  having  confided  the  State,  and  even  his  son, 
while  still  in  his  minority,  to  the  gnar^anship  of  Merond.  He 
accepted  both  these  important  trusts,  in  the  fall  intention,  1^ 
his  seal  and  fidelity,  of  acquitting  himself  of  all  that  he  owed 
to  die  memory  of  Glodio.  But  Fortune  disposed  matters  to  a 
different  end«  He  was  called  upon  to  place  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  powerful  army,  and  to  march  i^ainst  the  barjiariaiis,  who, 
aUter  ravaging  the  empire  mder  the  conduet  <tf  Attila,  wrere 
now  overflowing  the  neighbouring  prorinoes.  The  danger  was 
imminent ;  but  the  confidence  of  the  army  in  the  Talour  and 
skill  of  Merood  dispelled  ail  fears.  One  and  all,  however, 
refiosed  to  march  against  so  formidable  an  enemy  unless  ^nej 
were  headed  by  a  king.  The  son  of  Clodio,  already  of  age  to 
bear  arms,  ^ey  despised  for  his  stupidity  in  remaining  under 
the  guidance  of  his  mother.  Yielding  at  last  to  the  general 
widi,  Meroug  was  raised  upon  a  buckler  in  the  midst  of  the 
army,  and  proclaimed  King  <^  the  Frendi,  with  all  the  pomp  of 
nulitary  ceremony.  Heaven,  by  a  series  of  brilliant  sncoesses^ 
seemed  to  haye  sanctified  by  its  approval  this  act  of  injustice. 

He  joined  his  troopd  with  those  of  the  great  A^us ;  and 
these  two  renowned  generals,  after  defeating  a  portion  of  the 
barbarian  army  near  the  town  of  Orleans,  to  vrhidi  they  had  laid 
siege,  and  after  having  weakened  them  still  farther  in  a  num« 
ber  of  subsequent  engagements,  came  in  presence  of  the  Kii^ 
of  the  Huns,  on  the  plains  of  Chalons,  where  he  had  ass^nbled 
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in  battle  amy  the  innumerable  host  of  wamora  whom  he  com* 
manded.  So  Taloroas  and  sucoessful  was  the  attack  the j  made 
upon  him,  that  more  llian  a  miltion  were  left  dead  on  the  field. 

Meanwhile  the  widow  of  Oiodio,  taking  alarm  at  the  fini 
report  of  the  ingratitude  and  treaeherj  of  Meroli^ — ^for  in  this 
fight  did  she  new  his  amMtiovi  proceeding, — relused  to  listen 
to  his  protestations  that  he  had  only  accepted  the  crown  in 
Older  to  preBearYe  it  for  hst  eon.  Takii^  with  her  her  son  and 
her  daughter,  fAtb  (led,  nnmofed  by  the  tears  of  her  sister  and 
her  repeated  assnranee  of  the  fidelity  of  her  husband ;  nodung 
could  fiiiake  her  o<mviction. 

Frerioas  to  his  last  defeat  she  had  sooght  oat  Attila»  con* 
fided  to  him  ilie  person  and  fortunes  of  the  yoong  Prince,  and 
upon  receiving  his  aaBnranee  that  he  would  chastise  the  usurpep 
and  reinstate  her  son  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  rights,  she  had 
meditated  a  retreat  into  lihe  countiy  of  the  Burgundians,  where 
the  memory  of  Gondioche  still  preserved  a  number  of  partisans. 
At  the  news  of  Attila's  defeat,  howeYer,  in  which  it  was  reported 
that  her  son  had  perished,  she  determined  to  seek  a  refuge 
vnder  the  protection  of  AStius,  of  whose  generoeity  she  had 
already  experienced  the  effects.  She  repaired  accordingly  to 
the  town  of  Aquileia,  whither  this  great  man  had  just  led  the 
Bonaan  army  ;  while  Merou6,  on  his  side,  baring  re-established 
tranquillity  in  the  kingdom,  had  in  like  mann^  returned  to  the 
capital  of  the  French.  He  was  touched  at  the  step  which  the 
unjust  suspieioBB  of  Clotilda  had  caused  her  to  take ;  but  the 
r^ort  of  the  death  of  Clodio's  son  beuag  everywhere  confirmed, 
lie  consoled  himself  in  the  possessiim  of  a  crown,  which  from 
that  time  he  seemed  to  hold,  not  only  by  the  direotioiis  of  its 
founder,  but  by  tiie  unanimous  su&ages  of  the  Fienchu 

Foitune,  from  diat  time  forth,  left  him  sodiii^  to  wish  £or  ; 
piesperity  anticipated  his  wi&es,  and  every  project  he  under- 
took  terminated  in  success.    His  consort  presented  him  with  n 
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successor,  just  as  he  had  become  so  firmly  established  in  the 
possession  of  his  kingdom,  that  he  had  no  other  happiness  to 
desire.  He  visited  all  the  provinces  under  his  dominion,  and 
everywhere  he  found  his  name  coupled  with  praises  and  bene- 
dictions* He  appeared  to  be  desirous  of  establishing  the  seat 
of  his  government,  amidst  the  blessings  of  peace,  in  some  spot 
worthy  the  magnificence  with  which  it  was  his  intention  to 
endow  it.  Troyes  fixed  his  determination ;  he  looked  upon 
this  town  as  the  place  of  his  birth.  The  choice  was  not  a 
happy  one ;  but  it  is  the  weakness  of  great  men  that  they 
prefer  entering  into  a  conflict  with  nature,  and  conquering  all 
difficulties  by  the  resources  of  art  and  the  profusion  of  wealth, 
rather  than  submit  their  pride  to  the  counsels  and  proposals  of 
others,  however  wise  they  may  know  them  to  be. 

MerouS  devoted  much  time  to  a  useless  search  after  the 
famous  Albofl^de,  but  nowhere  could  he  obtain  any  tidings  of 
her.  He  paid  many  visits  to  her  extraordinary  place  of  abode, 
whence  she  had  delivered  so  many  oracles ;  and  to  preserve 
the  memory  of  this  spot  for  ever,  it  was  here  that  he  displayed 
his  magnificence  in  exhausting  all  the  resources  of  art  and 
invention  to  render  the  little  island  one  of  the  rarest  wonders 
the  world  had  ever  beheld. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  certain  tablets  were  found,  during 
the  execution  of  these  works,  which  were  written  on  in  the 
hand  of  Albofi^e ;  and  that  among  a  number  of  predictions 
they  contained  a  history  of  Gertrude's  adventure,  who,  while 
bathing  on  the  shores  of  this  island,  was  surprised  by  the 
divinity  of  the  stream  ;  that  she  presented  him  with  twins,  of 
whom  Meroud  was  the  first-bom,  tind  that  while  she  devoted 
herself  to  the  care  of  one,  the  other  was  delivered  up  to  its 
father.  Everything  that  tended  to  give  a  flattering  colour  to 
the  origin  of  their  King,  was  immediately  received  by  the 
people  as  undoubted  truth. 
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While  Merou6  is  establishing  his  residence  amidst  a  thou« 
vand  enchantments  at  Troyes,  and  spreading  a  tale  respect- 
ing his  birth  which  the  sceptics  of  that  time  looked  upon  as 
fabulous,  let  us  turn  our  attention  to  what  befel  the  unfortunate 
remains  of  Olodio'sJiamily  among  the  Romans, 

The  youthful  Yalentinian  was  then  Emperor.  So  abandoned 
was  this  prince  to  every  excess  into  which  the  pursuit  of  plea- 
fiure  and  a  mind  naturally  inclined  to  evil  could  betray  him^ 
that  the  Tirtnous  Aetius,  with  all  the  authority  with  which  his 
important  services  invested  him,  was  scarcely  able  to  restrain 
the  impetuous  violence  of  his  career. 

The  reception  which  Clotilda  and  her  daughter  met  with,  in 
the  retreat  afforded  them  by  this  great  man,  exceeded  all  their 
expectations.  Aquileia  was  at  that  time  the  seat  of  empire ; 
for  Home,  so  long  the  mistress  of  the  world,  seemed  now, — 
since  the  weak-minded  Honorius  had  abandoned  her  to  all  the 
fury  of  the  barbarians, — entirely  deserted  by  his  successors. 
Aetius  omitted  nothing  in  his  endeavours  to  soothe  the 
affliction  of  a  great  queen,  that  could  prove  the  magnificence 
and  refinement  of  a  nation  who  held  all  other  people  in  the 
light  of  barbarians*  But  in  order  to  render  his  protecdon 
effectual,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  find  her  a  place  of 
3afety  against  the  attacks  of  a  superior  power.  The  daughter 
of  Clodio  was  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  beauty,  and  the 
£rst  care  of  AStius  was  to  conceal  her  from  the  eyes  of  his 
master.  An  agreeable  and  magnificent  mansion,  which  he  pos* 
sessed  at  a  distance  of  a  few  miles  from  AquUeia,  was  selected 
as  the  retreat  of  the  princesses.  '  Here  they  were  attended  on 
vith  all  the  respect  and  consideration  that  was  due  to  their 
exalted  rank;  and  h^  Clotilda's  sorrows  been  of  a  nature  to 
adnut  of  consolation,  no  place  could  have  been  better  fitted  to 
dispel  them  ;  but  she  had  just  lost  a  son  who  was  the  object  of 
her  dearest  affections  and  of  her  proudest  hopes;  and  she  beheld 
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herself  a  fugitive  at  a  oourt  whera  her  dftughtar,  ade  remnant 
of  the  raee  of  Clodio,  was  ecmdemned  to  pasa  the  days  of  her 
jouth  in  eternal  sditude^  or  deltrer  iq»  her  charms  and  her 
innocence  to  the  recklessness  of  the  most  id(4eni  of  men*  So 
cruel  did  her  situation  appear  to  the  ualbrtiinate  qneen»  that 
her  proud  and  loftj  spirit  was  mnahle  to  hear  up  against  it, 
and,  devoured  hy  perpetual  Borrow^  she  at.  laat  succumbed  and 
died  in  the  arms  of  her  despainng  daughter,  whom  shft  left>  at 
so  t^ider  an  age,  and  in  so  deplorable  a  silnation,  with  no 
other  support  than  that  oi  one  who  had  fenaerlj  been,  tbo 
enemy  of  her  house. 

Aetius  was  sensibly  affected  by  the  death  of  ClotSda ;  and 
the  sad  condition  in  which  the  Fnosess  was  left^  increased  tke 
iendemesB  of  his  regard  for  her,  and  so  intesested  him  in  ha 
welfare  that  he  determined  to  adopt  her.  This  was  no  deroga- 
tion from  the  ruik  to  whidi  she  was  boro,  for  yon  are  awazo 
what  was  the  position  of  a  Roman  citizen  during  the  tane  of 
the  Republic.  A^taus  was  a  patridan ;  and  in  the  time  of  tin 
Lower  Em^e  this  dignity, — frequently  the  stqpjnng-stone  to 
the  crown, — ^was  not  conddered  inferior  to  that  of  a  King. 
He  had  no  occasion  to  rep^it  this  excess  of  g^Eieroei^.  So 
▼irtuouB  and  so  exalted  were  the  sentiments  that  animated  the 
youths  Princess,  that  the  Roman  General's  only  souroe  of 
anxiety,  was  the  thought  ^t  sudi  brilliant  qualities  should 
be  buried  in  the  imworthy  obscurity  to  which  Ihe  ungofemal^ 
passions  of  Valentinian  obliged  him  to  ewidemn  her.  Ermn 
^s  painM  situation  he  resolved  at  last  to  rescue  hen 
MaximuSy  a  young  senat(»*,  appeared  at  that  time  the  meet 
deserving  of  the  whole  Court  to  be  presented  with  saoh  a 
bride.  He  mingled  in  all  the  pleasures  oi  the  Emperor,  with* 
out  sharing  in  the  excesses  to  which  the  debauchery  of  the 
latter  carried  him.  Seeing,  with  pleasure,  that  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  much  for  his  moderation   amidst  ft 
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«orrapted  youth  as  lie  had  signallfled  himself  for  his  Talomr 
amidst  the  perils  of  war,  Aotins  selected  him  as  the  fatore 
tieir  to  his  immense  wealth,  and  the  worlli j  possessor  of  a  still 
ZBore  precious  ti«asBre»  the  heloved  daughter  of  his  adoption* 
Maximus  so  sooner  beheld  her  than  he  became  sensible  of  all 
the  happiness  that  was  reserred  for  him  ;  nor  did  the  daughter 
•f  Clodio  treat  with  disdain  the  offer  of  soi^  a  heart  as  his. 
Time  and  further  acquaintasce  only  served  to  inciesse  the 
passionate  admiration  of  the  one  ^nd  the  tenderness  and 
regard  of  the  other. 

Yalentinian  gave  his  consent  to  the  marriage  of  htsfayourite 
with  &  foreigner ;  and,  prevailed  upon  by  the  pressing  entreaties 
of  Aetius,  he  even  promised  not  to  insist  on  honouring  the 
nuptial  ceremony  with  his  piiesence» — a  distinction  which  had 
not  sddom  proved  fatal  to  the  happiness  of  Romans  who  had 
married  handsome  wives. 

Never  was  Hymen  celebrated  under  auspices  more  apparently 
fbrtonate  ;  and  fr(nn  this  uni<m:  sprung  the  luckless  Zeneyda, 
the  last  of  an  unfortunate  race  whom  the  indignation  of 
Heaven  has  never  ceased  to  persecute.  At  &ese  words  fresh 
tears  flowed  from  the  eyes  of  the  lovely  Zeneyda ;  for  now, 
indeed,  I  began  to  suspect  that  it  was  she ;  and  although 
deeply  interested  in  sorrows  still  so  keenly  felt  (.notwithstaind*> 
]Bg  the  lapse  of  so  many  centuries),  I  was  so  tickled  with  the 
idea  of  finding  myself  tSie^tSte  with  a  grand-daughter  <£ 
the  good  King  Clodio,  that  I  was  on  the  point  of  bursting 
into  a  fit  of  immoderate  laught^,  which  would  have  proTod 
eadly  out  of  season*  I  kept  my  eyes  curiously  fixed  on 
a  person  who,  according  to  her  recital,  was  <M  enough  to 
baTo  been  the  mother  of  a  patriarch,  and  who  from  the  beauty 
and  youthful  freshness  of  her  looks,  might  pass  for  the  goddess 
of  Spring.  She  seemed  aware  of  what  was  passing  in  my 
mindy  and  continued  her  discourse.      The  conclusi(m  of  this 
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narrative,  she  said,  will  clear  up  a  mystery  which  appears  to 
puzzle  you ;  but  before  I  reach  it,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
leugthen  my  history  by  the  recital  of  adventures  which  will 
appear  to  you  in  some  measure  unconnected  with  it :  however, 
in  relating  them,  I  shall  do  my  best  to  relieve  their  dulness  as 
much  as  possible. 

.  Aetius  cherished  a  hope  that  the  favomr  enjoyed  by 
Maximus  in  the  eyes  of  Yalentinian,  would  protect  his  wife 
from  the  danger  to  which  she  might  otherwise  have  been 
exposed  by  his  unbridled  licentiousness.  The  appearance  of 
my  mother  at  Court  was  like  the  dawning  of  a  new  star  ;  she 
eclipsed  even  the  Empress  Eudoxia  herself,  who  had  hitherto 
shone  fearless  of  a  rival ;  but,  instead  of  joining  in  the  praises 
of  her  exquisite  beauty, — with  which  his  palace  resounded, — 
Yalentinian  remained  mute  ;  and  he,  who  had  always  appeared 
the  most  susceptible  of  men,  now  stood  alone  in  withholding 
his  tribute  of  admiration  from  the  new  beauty*  Maximus 
thanked  his  gods  for  the  unexpected  event ;  but  Aetius,  who 
could  read  the  treacherous  heart  of  his  master,  augured  nn-* 
favourably  of  his  silence,  and  judged  it  henceforward  expedient 
that  his  eyes  should  not  be  allowed  too  frequently  to  rest  on 
so  dangerous  a  beauty.  My  mother  received  with  eager 
acquiescence  a  proposal  which  suited  her  natural  disposition« 
and  contributed  to  inspire  tranquillity  in  the  mind  of  a  husband, 
to  whom  she  was  tenderly  attached.  She  took  her  leave  of 
the  Court  the  very  day  of  her  presentation ;  and  it  was  not 
through  any  unwillingness  on  her  part  that  her  charms  were  not 
exiled  to  a  distance,  that  would  have  effectually  removed  them 
from  the  danger  with  which  they  were  threatened.  Mean- 
while the  Emperor,  into  whose  heart  their  impression  had 
already  deeply  sunk,  from  the  first  moment  that  his  eyes  had 
beheld  them,  felt  his  desires  increased  by  her  absence  ;  for 
with  him  the  first  impulse  of  a  passion  was  to  compass  the 
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means  of  quenching  it,  in  tlie  possesaion  of  its  object.  The 
regard  in  which  he  still  held  the  senrices  of  Aetius  had  forced 
him,  for  a  time,  to  dissimulate  the  extent  to  which  his  lawless 
desires  had  been  kindled  by  the  fatal  sight  of  her  beauty. 
When,  however,  every  means  to  induce  her  return  to  the  Court 
had  failed, — when  the  Empress  herself  had  vainly  solicited  it  as 
a  favour^  —  and  the  war  of  biting  sarcasms  which  he  had 
daily  waged  against  «the  jealousy  of  Maximus,  proved  as 
bootless  as  the  rest, — ^he  grew  tired  of  the  constraint  which  so 
long  a  course  of  dissimulation  had  imposed  upon  him,  and  was 
about  to  resort  to  the  last  extremities,  when,  just  as  he  was 
on  the  point  of  having  her  carried  off  by  force,  an  enfranchised 
slave  of  Maximus,  in  the  confidence  of  his  master,  imparted 
a  secret  to  Yalentinian  which  caused  him  to  alter  his  design. 

He  informed  him  of  a  ring  which  my  mother  had  made  a 
jyresent  to  her  husband,  and  which  he  treasured  so  fondly 
that  he  would  never  allow  it  to  quit  his  possession  ;  adding, 
that  it  was  concerted  between  them  that  whatever  com- 
mands he  might  send  her  to  make  her  appearance  at  Court, 
(she  was  to  obey  none  unless  accompanied  by  this  pledge  of 
their  mutual  affection.  Upon  this  information  the  cruel  and 
cunning  tyrant  devised  a  plan  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
designs,  which  proved  but  too  successful.  Maximus  was  pas- 
eionately  addicted  to  gaming.  Yalentinian,  aware  of  this 
weakness,  secretly  gave  commands  for  the  most  dexterous 
adepts  in  this  pernicious  art,  that  could  be  found  in  his  Court,  to 
engage  his  favourite  at  play,  and  to  seek  every  means  of 
inducing  him  to  obtain  an  advance  of  money  upon  this  ring. 
They  succeeded,  though  not  without  difficulty.  He  was  asto- 
nished that  any  one  should  refuse  to  lend  him  money,  and  still 
more  so  that  jewels  of  a  much  higher  value  should  be  rejected 
for  a  ring  with  which  he  had  obstinately  refused  to  part ;  but 
being  stung  at  his  ill-fortune,  and  the  Emperor  not  being  of 
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ihe  party,  all  Buspicion  of  any  treacherous  design  on  the  part 
of  his  adyersaries  was  effectually  lulled.  Ko  sooner  had  he 
parted  with  it,  on  condition  that  he  should  purchase  it  hack  wh^i 
the  game  was  over,  than  he  received  an  order  from  the  Emperor, 
while  yet  in  the  heat  of  play,  commanding  him  forthwith 
to  repah*,  together  with  Aetius,  to  the  suppression  of  a  mutiny 
which,  it  was  pretended,  had  hroken  out  among  some  legions 
encamped  at  a  distance  of  a  day's  journey-  from  Aquileia. 
Maximus  entered  the  snare  laid  for  him  with  so  much  eager* 
ness  and  impetuosity,  that  he  set  out  without  even  previously 
returning  home* 

Scarcely  had  he  quitted  the  town  when  his  wife  received  the 
fatal  ring  from  the  hands  of  the  miscreant  who  had  hetrayed 
their  secret.  In  spite,  however,  of  this  convincing  testimony 
of  her  hushand's  wishes^  she  hesitated  a  considerahle  time 
hefore  she  could  persuade  herself  to  seek  him  in  so  suspicious 
a  place  as  the  Palace  of  Yalentinian.  But  everything  conspired 
to  insure  her  misfortune.  Her  husband's  slave,  whom  she 
knew  to  he  the  depositary  of  his  inmost  secrets,  undertook  to 
conduct  her  thither;  and  he  assured  her  it  was  in  the  apartments 
of  Eudoxia  that  Maximus  awaited  her.  She  was  unacquainted 
with  the  palace  ;  and  you  may  imagine  her  astonishment  when 
she  found  herself  in  the  Emperor's  apartment  instead  of  that 
of  Eudoxia,  and  heheld  the  dreaded  Talentinian  where  she 
expected  to  meet  her  husband.  Horror-stricken,  she  turned 
her  eyes  in  every  direction  ;  but,  instead  of  the  crowd  with 
which  she  had  been  accustomed  to  see  the  master  of  that  place 
surrounded,  she  beheld  a  deserted  space  that  made  her  tremble 
with  apprehension.  She  saw  at  once  that  she  had  been 
betrayed  ;  and  attempting  to  seek  refuge  in  flight,  she  found 
all  egress  securely  barred.  Yalentinian  strove  by  his  address 
to  inspire  her  with  confidence,  and,  approaching  her  with  the 
deepest  humility,  assumed  at  first  the  appearance  and  the 
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discourse  of  one  who  is  touched  with  the  most  tender  and 
nespeetfol  passion.  Failing,  howreTer,  in  thus  i«storing  her  to 
eonfidence,  he  next  brought  into  pky  all  the  resources  that 
loYe,  ambition,  tears,  and  desperation  can  furnish  to  beguile 
the  weakness  of  the  sex,  but  with  no  other  success  than  kindt 
ling  freah.  indignation  against  his  treachery.  The  tyrant  soon, 
howeTer,  threw  ande  the  mask  (ji  deference,  and  appeared  in 
the  true  colours  of  his  odious  nature.  The  tears,  entreaties, 
and  despair  to  which  his  hapless  victim  now  betook  herself  in 
her  turn,  prored  as  unavailing  as  were  her  cries  and  the 
straggles  with  which  she  endearoured  to  defend  herself  against 
his  yiolence. 

Meanwhile  Mazimus,  having  received  intelligence  while  on 
his  journey  that  all  was  tranquil  in  the  quarter  to  which  he 
was  repairing,  turned  his  steps  homeward ;  and,  wishing  to 
lose  no  time  in  communicating  his  tidings  to  the  Emperor,  was 
astonished  to  find  the  doors  of  his  apartment  deserted  by  the 
servile  crowd  which  usually  besieged  them.  While  he  was 
approaching  them,  they  opened  to  give  passage  to  his  wife. 
Never  did  the  frightful  gorgon  appear  invested  with  such  dire 
terror  in  the  ^Fes  of  those  whom  she  turned  into  stone  than  did 
my  mother  in  his ;  and  to  see  him,  cme  would  have  thought  her 
appearance,  once  so  dear,  had  produced  the  same  effects.  He 
stood  transfixed,  motionless,  and  apparently  dead  to  all  impres- 
sions ;  while  my  mother,  struck  as  by  a  thunderbolt  at  disco- 
vering, in  the  first  witness  of  her  disorder,  the  very  being  from 
whom  she  would  have  hidden  herself  for  ever,  cast  her  eyes  to 
the  earthy  and,  turning  away  a  countenance  in  which  horror  and 
despair  were  vividly  depicted,  fled  from  him  so  precipitately 
that  she  had  already  reached  her  apartment  ere  he  had  reco* 
vered  from  his  astonishment.  The  innocent  and  hapless  princess, 
imable  to  look  with  calmness  on  the  honor  of  her  situation, 
despatched  a  messenger  to  Aetius,  begging  him  .to  repair  thithdr 
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with  the  utmost  diligence ;  and  having  ordered  a  hath  to  bd 
prepared,  entered  it,  and  dinded  her  veins.  He  arrived  just 
as  she  felt  herself  on  the  point  of  swooning  from  the  loss  of 
blood:  she  was  still  able  to  summon  sufficient  strength  to 
relate  what  had  befallen  her;  and  having  delivered  into  his 
hands  the  fatal  ring  which  had  seduced  her,  appeared  consoled 
with  the  thought  that  she  was  dying  in  the  arms  of  her  father^ 
and  that  bj  her  death  she  was  expiating  the  innocent  wrong 
which  she  had  done  her  husband.  Aetius,  himself  penetrated 
with  the  utmost  grief,  strove  for  a  long  time  in  vain  to  admi- 
nister some  consolation  to  Maximus.  He  was  apprehensive  of 
the  most  fatal  consequences,  from  the  impetuosity  of  his  dispo* 
sition  and  the  violence  of  his  resentment ;  and  dreaded  lest,  in  his 
thirst  for  vengeance,  he  should  raise  a  sacrilegious  hand  against 
the  person  of  his  prince.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  not  without 
fears  that  the  Emperor,  solicitous  for  the  safety  of  his  own  life, 
might  carry  his  injustice  and  tyranny  still  further,  by  sacrificing 
that  of  a  man  whom  he  had  already  injured  too  deeply  to  permit 
him  to  live.  My  father  dissimulated  as  much  as  he  was  able 
the  extent  of  his  affliction  ;  he  even  pretended  to  be  influenced 
by  all  the  arguments  employed  by  his  iiiend  in  order  to  appease 
him  ;  and  soon  afterwards  hore  his  sorrow  and  resentment  to 
the  wars,  which  had  broken  out  afresh  between  Attila  and  the 
Homans. 

Ere  he  departed,  Aetius  ventured  to  reproach  his  master 
with  the  blackness  of  this  last  crime,  but  his  observations  were 
received  with  evident  displeasure.  Having  conjured  the 
Empress  to  take  me  under  her  protection,  he  set  out  in 
company  with  Maximus.  Victory,  as  usual,  everywhere 
attended  his  arms  ;  but,  while  he  triumphed  over  the  enemies 
of  the  empire,  the  conduct  of  Yalentinian  was  a  continual 
source  of  disquietude  to  him.  There  was  no  limit  to  the  acts 
of  cruelty  and  violence  to  which  he  now  gave  himself  up^  in 
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the  absence  of  one  vrhom  he  was  beginning  to  regard  in  the 
light  of  an  importunate  censor  of  his  actions*  Maximus,  at  the 
bottom  of  his  heart,  felt  a  secret  joy  at  every  fresh  intelligence 
of  excesses  which  brought  tears  into  the  eyes  of  the  generous 
Aetins  ;  for,  far  from  time  having  stifled  in  the  bosom  of  the 
proud  Roman  his  resentment  of  the  cruel  injury  he  had 
sustained,  the  violence  he  had  done  himself  in  concealing  it,  ' 
had  increased  his  implacable  hatred  of  the  tyrant.  Great 
Heaven !  to  what  means  did  he  resort  for  the  satisfaction  of 
his  injuries,  and  of  what  do  we  not  become  capable  under  the 
furious  influence  of  revenge  !  Maximus  was  well  aware  that 
so  long  as  the  faithful  Aetius  watched  over  the  safety  of  his 
unworthy  master  he  could  never  accomplish  his  purpose: 
resolved,  however,  to  perish  himself  rather  than  lose  his  revenge^ 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  his  friend  to  the  furious  desire 
which  possessed  him  of  washing  out  the  wrongs  he  had  received, 
in  the  blood  of  his  master.  Aetius  redoubled  his  reproaches 
in  every  letter  which  he  addressed  to  him ;  but  those  which 
Maximus  wrote  to  the  Emperor  were  couched  in  a  far  different 
tone.  Flattery^  a  bait  which  is  as  dangerous  to  tyrants  and 
evil-doers  as  it  so  often  proves  to  heroes,  failed  not  per- 
Buasively  to  convey  the  insinuation  that  the  General  of  the 
Komans  took  the  liberty  of  censuring  the  imaginary  defects  of 
his  Emperor,  only  because  he  was  jealous  of  his  virtues;  that  it 
was  to  be  feared  he  was  urged  to  render  his  name  odious  in  the 
ears  of  the  legions,  rather  by  a  desire  of  filling  his  place,  than 
that  extreme  tenderness  which  he  affected  for  the  liberties 
of  the  Romans  and  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire  ;  and,  lastly^ 
that  a  subject  who  was  adored  by  the  soldiery,  had  it  always 
in  his  power  to  be  one  no  longer,  whenever  his  ambition  shotdd 
get  the.  better  of  his  fidelity.  This  artifice,  grossly  conceived 
as  it  was,  successfully  worked  upon  a  mind  as  pusillanimous  as 
it  was  ungrateful.    Aetius  was  recalled  under  the  pretext  of  a 
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pressing  danger  by  which  his  master  was  threatened,  and  the 
oommand  of  the  army  was  intrusted  to  Maximus.  No  soonet 
did  the  renowned  Roman  make  his  appearance  at  ihe  Conrt 
than  he  fell  assassinated  at  the  feet  of  the  Emperor,  whik 
kneeling  to  salute  him.  The  report  of  his  death  soon  readied 
the  army,  and  a  portion  of  the  legions  immediately  hastened  te 
arenge  him  ;  while  in  Aquileia  the  whole  populace  rose  against 
Vaientinian,  who  was  immolated — ^by  the  hands  of  hie  owm 
gaards — ^to  the  manes  of  the  great  Aetins,  and  the  secmity  oif 
the  public  weal. 

My  father  was  immediately  proclaimed  Enoperor  by  the 
senate  and  the  army.  But  e^en  this  good  fortune  could  scarcely 
console  him  that  he  had  not  with  his  own  hand  driven  ihe 
dagger  into  the  perfidious  heart,  which  he  had  not  been  able  to 
devote  to  his  vengeance,  without  embracing  in  the  sacrifice  the 
most  magnanimous  and  the  most  virtuous  of  men.  When  he 
took  possession  of  the  empire,  I  was  as  yet  too  young  to  be 
alive  to  the  misfortunes  of  our  family  ;  still  less  so  was  I  to  the 
revolutions  which  at  that  time  brought  about  so  great  a  change 
in  my  fortunes.  I  can  only  remember  that  I  was  brought  up 
as  the  daughter  of  the  Emperor,  and  that  I  looked  upon 
Eudozia  as  my  mother.  Maximus  had  mairied  her  shortly 
after  his  elevation  to  the  Purple  ;  but  whether  out  of  policy  or 
affection  is  imcertain,  as  there  were  arguments  in  favour  of 
both.  The  odious  memory  of  his  predecessor,  and  a  strong 
inclination  on  his  part  towards  whatever  was  virtuous  and  just^ 
soon  rendered  his  reign  so  agreeable  to  the  Romans,  that  he 
was  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  happiest  tranquillity  when  Ghildorio, 
the  son  of  Merou6,  came  to  his  Court.  I  was  then  informed  of 
my  mother's  hiirtory — often  had  I  shed  tears  over  the  recital; 
and  the  aversion  I  had  conceived  for  Merou6,  and  all  his 
imce,  was  in  proportion  with  the  wrongs  which  I  imagined  they 
had  inflicted  upon  ours.      Childeric  had,  however,  come  in 


ZEKETDA.  331 

person  to  sue  my  hand  in  marriage.  Merou^,  ihe  most  prudent 
of  men,  was  desirous  of  securing  his  sucoeasor — ^by  an  alliance 
with  the  Romans — ^in  the  possession  of  a  state,  of  which,  from 
the  time  he  had  assmned  its  goremment,  he  had  never  ceased 
to  extend  the  confines.  The  infirmities  of  age  were  already 
beginning  to  creep  t^n  him  ;  and  he  could  see  that  his  son, 
more  inclined  to  the  pursuit  of  pleasure  than  concerned  with 
matters  of  any  serious  import,  would  require  the  support  of 
BQch  a  protector  as  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  to  maintain 
himself  on  a  throne  more  powerful  than  it  was  firmly  based. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  young  prince,  I  was,  as  I  have  in« 
formed  you,  fully  disposed  to  detest  him  ;  and  when  the  object 
of  his  Toyage  was  made  known  to  me,  I  could  not  refrain 
shuddering  at  the  thought  of  being  united  with  a  race  which 
had  proved  so  fatal  to  my  family.  His  presence,  however,  in 
some  degree  modified  my  sentiments.  His  whole  person  was 
such  as  immediately  to  inspire  liking  ;  his  beariug  was  lofty 
and  noble  ;  his  address  polished  and  insinuating  ;  and  his 
mind  full  of  vivacity  and  interest.  But  all  these  amiable 
qualities  only  succeeded  in  effacing  the  positive  aversion  with 
which  I  had  been  prepossessed  against  him,  without,  however^ 
exciting  in  me  sentiments  of  a  more  decided  character  in  his 
favour. 

As  I  had  not  then  reached  my  twelfth  year,  my  extreme 
youth  was  perhaps  the  cause  that  he  paid  no  great  attention  to 
the  beauty  of  which  I  had  already  been  taught  to  believe  myself 
possessed  *;  perhaps,  too,  he  may  have  regarded  me  with  indif- 
ference simply  from  the  fact  that  I  was  destined  to  become  his^ 
Nevertheless  his  father  was  not  displeased  that  he  should  re- 
main at  the  Roman' Court  until  my  age  should  permit  of  the 
celebration  of  a  marriage  upon  which  he  had  set  his  hearts 
He  nourished  the  hope  that  the  character  for  magnanimity  and 
virtue  which  still  continued  to  invest  the  name  of  Romany 
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would  leave  such  an  impression  upon  the  mind  of  the  young 
Prince  as  might  counteract  the  tendencies  to  which  he  regretted 
to  find  it  yielding,  Ghilderic,  unwilling  to  throw  away  the  time 
that  was  to  elapse  hefore  our  marriage,  directed  his  aspirations, 
wherever  he  could  find  an  object  deserving  his  attentions  and 
his  inconstancy.  Every  day  fresh  conquests,  fresh  infidelities, 
and  fresh  rivals,  marked  his  career  ;  the  Emperor  himself  was 
not  exempt  from  the  apprehensions  which  the  young  stranger 
excited  in  the  husbands  of  the  fair  Roman  ladies.  The  malig- 
nant influence  of  his  star,  fatal  rather  than  conjugal  in  its 
character,  threatened  the  domestic  tranquillity  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  family  of  Maximus  since  his  marriage  with 
Eudoxia.  Although  no  longer  possessed  of  those  brilliant 
charms  which  belong  only  to  the  freshness  of  youth,  she  still 
preserved  considerable  beauty.  The  assiduous  attentions  and 
beseeching  looks  of  one  whose  conquest  was  disputed  by  all 
the  beauties  of  the  Court,  proved  successful  rather  by  the 
flattering  homage  they  presented  to  her  vanity  than  by  any 
influence  they  had  upon  her  heart.  Maximus,  by  whom  she 
was  passionately  beloved,  perceived  her  weakness.  In  raillery 
and  biting  sarcasm  he  excelled  ;  and  he  would  frequently  attack 
the  Empress  in  public  with  the  most  merciless  pleasantries  his 
jealousies  could  inspire  him  with,  on  the  disproportion  of  her 
age  with  that  of  the  youth  whose  addresses  she  favoured. 
There  is  no  point  upon  which  women  are  so  susceptible  of 
being  wounded,  when  they  have  not  entirely  resigned  all  pre- 
tensions to  youthfulness.  She  was  stung  to  the  quick,  and 
iJready  began  to  repent  that  she  had  ever  allowed  him  to 
succeed  the  cruel  Yalentinian  in  her  affections,  by  whom, 
amidst  all  his  violence  and  disorder,  she  had  never  felt  herself 
So  grossly  ill  treated.  But  when,  in  the  course  of  their  secret 
bickerings  upon  this  subject,  he  was  rash  enough  to  taunt  her 
with  having  yielded  herself  to  Childeric,  with  the  same  facility 
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with  which  she  had  heen  persuaded  to  marry  him,  hy  whose 
machinations  her  hushand  had  been  assassinated,  her  iurj  knew 
no  bounds.  Careful,  however,  not  to  betray  her  resentment, 
she  kept  it  closely  pent  up  within  her  breast,  and  resolred  that 
this  offensive  reproach  should  cost  him  his  life.  She  sought  a 
reconciliation,  the  better  to  ensure  her  object ;  the  subject  wad 
now  never  alluded  to ;  Childeric  and  all  that  concerned  him 
was  banished  from  her  mind,  to  make  room  for  the  sole  do- 
minion of  her  implacable  desire  for  vengeance.  She  urged 
Maximus,  on  the  contrary,  to  hasten  the  period  of  their  nuptials, 
tod  to  lose  no  time  in  dismissing  a  thoughtleBS  stripling,  who 
had  so  absurdly  alarmed  his  jealousy.  At  this  stage  of  affairs, 
news  was  received  of  the  death  of  Meroue  ;  and  his  successor, 
more  eager  to  wear  a  crown  than  to  wed  a  mistress  who  was 
not  the  object  of  his  own  choice,  departed  with  precipitation, 
deferring  the  celebration  of  his  marriage  with  me  until  after 
his  coronation. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  that  the  Roman  empire — a  prey  to 
frequent  revolutions  during  its  decline — experienced  at  last  the 
causes  which  led  to  its  final  and  entire  ruin.  Eudoxia,  who  con- 
tinued to  brood  unceasingly  over  her  hatred  and  her  desire  to  be 
revenged,  under  the  cloak  of  avenging  the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band, communicated  her  design  to  a  small  party,  which  still  con- 
tinued to  drag  on  an  obscure  and  scarcely  nominal  existence, 
and  consisted  of  a  straggling  remnant  of  the  companions  of 
Yalenliiiian's  debauchery,  or  the  ministers  of  his  cruelty. 
Genseric,  the  successor  of  Attila,  who  had  so  frequently  been 
defeated  by  Aetius,  and  whom  that  general  had  just  before  his 
death  completely  driven  from  the  territories  of  the  empire^ 
having,  at  that  time,  re-assembled  an  army  of  Goths  and  Van- 
dals, and  being  in  intelligence  with  secret  agents  at  Rome  was 
preparing  to  advance  upon  that  city.  Maximus,  advised  of  his 
designs,  was  collecting  together  his  legions,  in  order  to  oppose 
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iheir  execotioa,  when  he  wm  vppnaed  tiiat  be  had  alreadj  made 
hima^  masler  of  tfae  ancieni  city,  and  was  now  tonuBg  his 
army  iowacds  Aqnil^a*  whither  he  was  adyaiusiiig  by  forced 
majrdies»  At  this  iateUigeiieey  whieh  sonnded  like  a  dooox  pro- 
moBBced  by  llie  £ates  upon  the  lemains  of  the  hirgest  empire  the 
world  had  ever  witnessed,  the  coiifasion  of  the  Eomans  pr^aied 
tiiem  to  fall  an  easy  eonqiiest  to  an  enemy  whom  they  re- 
garded with  oont^Bspt*  Consternation  spread  itself  among  the 
troops  ;  the  senate  was  seised  with  hcMTor  ;  and  the  whole  town 
beeame  a  ^y  to  the  wildest  disord^.  The  aecom^ces  of 
Eudoxia*s  design  now  seized  their  time  ;  and  seyeral  of  ibem, 
setting  fire  to  various  quarters  of  the  town,  gare  the  signal  to 
the  rest  of  the  conspirators.  By  accusing  Maximns  of  having 
betrayed  tham*  by  his  cowardice  and  neglect,  to  the  fory  of  the 
barbarians,  they  raised  the  populace  against  him,  and  soon 
there  was  but  one  cry  £c»r  his  destruction.  With  more  fixmness» 
however,  and  audacity,  than  prudence,  he  presented  himself  to 
the  fury  of  the  multitude.  Several  of  the  hottest  and  most  for- 
ward of  the  ringleaders  he  diew  with  bis  own  hand ;  but,  far  from 
assuaging  their  excitement,  he  became  the  mark  for  a  thousand 
weapons.  In  order  to  avoid  being  surrounded,  he  retreated 
into  the  Palace;  but  so  obstinately  and  with  such  eagerness  was 
he  pursued,  that  he  fell,  pierced  with  several  wounds,  at  the 
feet  of  the  inhuman  Empress,  who  had  stepped  forward  rather  to 
glut  her  hatred  and  satisfy  her  vengeance,  than  with  any  view 
to  save  her  husband,  who  stretched  forth  his  arms  towards 
her  in  vain, — ^a  victim  doubtless  offered  up  by  the  just  resent* 
ment  of  Heaven  to  the  manes  of  Aetius,  rather  than  in 
expiation  of  the  murder  of  an  ungrateful  master  and  a  cruel 
Emperor. 

But  Eudoxia  was  net  permitted  to  triumph  long  in  her  bar* 
barous  revenge.  Genseric  appeared  before  Aquileia  while  yet 
■the  city  was  in  the  midst  of  the  disorder  and  commotion  into 
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which  these  recent  eyents  had  pluoged  it.  Its  gates  wore 
opened  to  him ;  but»  inceiiaed  at  the  horrible^erime  which  he  waa 
infarmed  a  womast  had  commiUed  apon  her  httBhaiid;  and 
dreading  the  effects  of  so  dangerous  an  exampk  to  the  world 
as  the  spectacle  of  a  people  in  anas  against  tJbeir  prince ;  he 
entered  the  captal  of  the  Boipans  as  though  it  had  been  taken 
by  storxn,  and  abandoned  it  to  the  fury,  the  Inrutality,  and  the 
aTarice  of  his  soldiers*  Nothii^  was  i^red,  save  in  the 
interior  of  the  Palace,  whither  the  King  oi  the  Vandals  had 
immediately  repaired.  He  refused  to  see  the  cruel  Eudoxia ; 
and  a  few  dajis  after,  I  was  brought  away  in  the  train  oi 
Genseric's  followers, — the  sport  of  the  cruel  destiny  that  seemed 
to  pursue  an  august  family,  which  it  must  be.  said  had  little 
desemed  its  caprices  and  its  persecution. 

Merciful  Heayen!  what  must  the  feelings  ef  so  young  a 
creature- haye  been  amidst  such  scenes  of  horror  and  confusion^ 
and  the  appalling  shrieks  which  eyerywhere  resounded.  The 
terrible  aspect  of  the  soldiers,  who  drew  near  me  in  order  to 
eonduct  me  to  the  chariot  in  which  Eudoxia  was  already  seated^ 
completed  the  disorder  of  my  senses,  and  I  fell  into  a  swoon# 
Happy  for  me  would  it  indeed  haye  been,  had  I  neyer 
recoyered. 

The  loyely  nymph  appeared  so  moyed  at  these  words  that 
I  was  alarmed  lest  she  should  fall  into  the  state  to  which  she 
had  been  alluding.  It  was  in  yain  that  she  stroye  to  continue 
her  narratiye,  and  to  stifle  the  sighs  by  which  she  was  con* 
tiuually  interrupted.  Yielding  at  last  to  her  grief,  after  giving 
me  to  understand  the  extent  to  which  she  was  moyed  by  a  look 
of  exquisite  langiushment,  she  raised  her  hand  to  a  golden  cord 
which  was  hanging  beside  her ;  as  soon  as  she  pulled  it  I 
heard  a  sound  more  harmonious  than  the  most  delicate  skill 
eould  haye  elicited  £rom  harpsichords  and  theorbos,  while  aJi 
the  same  time  a  perfumed  yapour  suddenly  filled  the  apartment^ 
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and  concealed  every  object  from  my  sight.  At  last  it  gra- 
dually melted  away»  leaving  behind  a  perfmne  which  was 
quite  strange  to  me,  but  which  seemed  the  most  agreeable  I 
had  ever  breathed*  Under  cover  of  this  mist,  however,  the 
fair  divinity  had  vanished  ;  nor  were  there  any  traces  even  of 
the  sofa  upon  which  she  had  lain.  Well !  I  exclaimed,  here  I 
suppose  concludes  the  adventure ;  and  since  the  goods  are 
beginning  to  be  moved,  perhaps  this  Palace,  with  all  its 
magical  decorations^  may  vanish  in  like  manner,  and  I  may 
next  find  myself  in  the  middle  of  a  field,  or  beneath  some  bush, 
not  quite  sure  whether  I  have  been  dreaming,  or  have  actually 
seen  all  this. 

But  I  was  not  left  to  dwell  long  upon  these  reflections.  A 
most  charming  figure  made  its  appearance,  accompanied  by  a 
concert  of  hautboys  and  fiddles,  whose  music  was  as  ravishing 
as  any  Lulli  ever  composed.  The  young  lady  who  thus  pre* 
sented  herself,  and  who  seemed  to  be  preparing  to  dance,  was 
habited  in  a  mask  ;  her  dress  differed  little  from  those  worn  at 
the  opera,  except  that  her  petticoats  were  shorter  in  front,  and 
all  the  jewels  with  which  she  was  ornamented  were  finer  and 
more  sparkling.  As  soon  as  she  raised  her  arms,  and  set  her- 
self in  motion  to  commence  the  first  step,  I  felt  a  thrill  of 
admiration  creep  over  me,  so  full  of  exquisite  grace  did  this 
first  movement  appear  to  me.  Ye  gods !  I  exclaimed  ;  if  the 
face  which  she  conceals  from  us  be  worthy  of  such  a  figure, 
to  what  danger  would  be  exposed  those  who  were  permitted  to 
behold  it.  The  whole  time  she  was  dancing,  I  was  in  such 
ecstacy  that  she  must  have  been  delighted  at  the  approbation 
she  met  with,  had  she  remarked  the  changes  that  came  over  my 
countenance,  and  the  number  of  times  I  raised  my  eyes  to 
Heaven.  Her  feet,  so  charmingly  modelled  ;  the  accuracy  of 
her  steps,  keeping  the  most  perfect  time  ;  her  grace  and 
elasticity ;  all  appeared  to  me  so  extraordinary,  that  the  fear  of 
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its  concluding  too  soon  diminished  the  pleasure  of  the  most 
charming  spectacle  I  ever  beheld*  Oh,  Herod !  I  exclaimed, 
when  she  had  made  her  courtesy,  if  the  daughter  of  thy  nus- 
tress  had  danced  thus  before  thee,  every  head  in  thy  palac6 
would  hare  but  poorly  repaid  her ;  and,  ashamed  to  have  limited 
thy  promised  reward  to  half  thy  kingdom,  she  would  have 
become  the  mistress  both  of  thy  heart  and  thy  territories.  My 
compliment  was  not  heard  by  the  dancer,  who  disappeared  in 
some  imperceptible  manner,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  fresh  scene. 
Three  ladies  now  entered  with  all  the  necessary  apparatus 
for  tea  and  coffee.  Those  who  carried  the  table  set  it  in  front 
of  me,  and  then  placed  themselves  on  each  side,  while  the 
third,  having  laid  out  the  things,  made  a  profound  obeisance 
after  a  fashion  of  her  own  ;  for,  instead  of  bending  the  knees, 
and  so  gradually  sinking,  she  leaned  her  head  backwai*ds,  and 
raising  her  outstretched  arms,  bent  herself  towards  the  rear. 
This  ceremony  I  looked  upon  as  rather  barbarous,  and  my  first 
impression  was  that  she  was  fainting  away ;  but  she  imme- 
diately recovered  her  upright  posture,  and  stood  straight  before 
jne  with  her  hands  crossed,  one  over  the  other.  Her  hair  was 
of  a  jetty  black,  her  eyes  very  bright,  and  her  complexion  of  a 
lively,  though  somewhat  darkened  tint ;  and  all  these  together 
contributed  to  give  her  a  certain  arch  expression,  which  fre* 
quently  produces  a  greater  effect  than  the  most  faultless 
beauty.  She  who  was  on  my  right  had  hair  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful flame-colour  I  ever  beheldl  n  my  life  ;  her  eyes  were 
black,  her  eyebrows  brown,  and  never  was  a  red-haired  maid 
blest  with  so  dazzling  a  complexion.  Her  neck  and  arms  were 
of  the  same  perfect  whiteness  ;  and  so  full  of  animation  were 
her  looks  that  on  turning  towards  her  I  beheld  her  smiling,  as 
full  of  vivacity  and  playfulness  as  though  she  had  known  me 
all  her  life.  The  othdr  was  a  fair  beauty,  elegantly  formedi 
though  sufficiently  plump ;  her  large  soft  blue  eyes  were  filled 
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-with  an  ezpresuon  of  languor  ;  her  action  was  graceful  and 
natural ;  while  an  air  of  tenderness,  a  little  tinged  witb  melan- 
choly, and  her  head  slightly  drooping,  made  me  judge  that 
insensibility  was  not  her  defect.  Their  dresses  and  their 
ornaments  were  nearly  similar  to  those  which  are  at  present 
worn,  with  the  exception  that  their  head-gear  appeared  to 
me  somewhat  taller,  and  that  instead  of  ribbons  they  wore 
large  aiffrettes,  producing,  as  they  moved  their  heads,  a  most 
agreeable  effect ;  their  boddices  were  scolloped  out  to  a  point 
in  front,  and  discovered  somewhat  more  of  the  bosom  and 
shoulders.  After  examining  with  proper  attention  these  three 
beauties,  I  turned  to  the  repast  which  was  laid  out  before  me. 
Here  would  have  been  a  fruitful  field  for  your  inventory-makers ; 
but  you,  if  I  remember  rightly,  entertain  a  proper  contempt  for 
these  frivolous  and  wearisome  ornaments  which  novelists  use  to 
eke  out  their  narratives.  I  shall  say  nothing,  therefore,  of  the 
magnificence  of  the  service,  the  least  precious  article  of  which 
was  a  set  of  golden  spoons  inlaid  with  large  diamonds,  l^ever- 
theless  I  began  to  survey  the  table  with  admiration,  the  tray, 
the  milk-jug,  and  the  cups  ;  but  it  was  rather  from  politeness 
than  curiosity,  for  all  my  interest  was  absorbed  in  the  prin- 
cesses in  whose  company  I  found  myself.  Accordingly  I 
passed  them  once  more  in  review  with  minuter  attention,  and 
observed  that  each  was  provided  with  a  napkin,  which  sh^  car- 
ried under  her  arm.  I  found  in  the  glances  of  the  red-headed 
nymph  the  same  gracious  and  provoking  reception  that  she  had 
honoured  me  with  before :  the  other  was  still  as  languishing 
and  tender  as  ever  ;  and  the  lady  who  stood  opposite  to  me 
requested  to  know  if  I  would  be  pleased  to  have  the  tea  served. 
I  immediately  perceived  the  incivility  of  which  I  had  been 
guilty,  and,  rising  with  precipitation,  I  signified,  after  a  pro- 
found bow,  that  I  was  extremely  obliged  to  her. 

**  Speaky  Bu-,*'  she  said,  "  speak  without  restraint.     In  th^ 
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absence  of  the  diyinity  who  presides  here  you  are  permitted  to 
break  the  silence  which  was  only  imposed  upon  you  against 
her  will ;  and  since  we  do  not  possess,  as  she  does,  the  gift  of 
reading  thoughts,  you  must  be  kind  enough  to  explain  yours.' 
I  confess  that  I  was  delighted  at  the  permission  ;  for  though  I  am 
not  much  of  a  talker,  I  was  never  so  troubled  to  hold  my 
tongae  as  I  had  been  ever  since  it  had  been  enjoined  me.    Imme- 
diately addressing  the  little  dark  beauty  who  had  just  spoken : 
**  No,  madam, "said  I, ''  I  shall  not  abuse  the  honour  you  would 
do  me  by  accepting  it ;  but  I  conjure  you  to  inform  me,  in  the 
first  {dace,  whether  I  am  awake ;  secondly,  whether  it  is  expected 
that,  like  another  Don  Quixote,  I  shall  allow  myself  to  be  waited 
on  by  ladies  of  your  distinguished  appearance  ;  and  lastly,  what 
has  become  of  the  divine  personage  by  whom  I  was  conducted 
hither,  and  of  the  lady  who  did  me  the  honour  to  dance  before 
me."     "  There  is  certainly,"  she  replied,  **  an  infallible  means 
of  proving  that  this  is  not  a  dream,  and  that  would  be  to  cut  off 
one  of  your  fingers,  or  pull  out  one  of  your  eyes,  which  might 
be  returned  to  you  in  a  few  days  ;  but  I  do  not  imagine,"  she 
continued,  smiling,  ''that  you  will  insist  upon  requiring  such 
proofs  in  order  to  clear  up  your  doubts.     As  to  the  nymph,  she 
is  now  at  Poissi,  and,  foreseeing  that  the  things  she  had  still 
to  relate  would  renew  her  sorrows  even  to  a  more  painful 
extent  than  those  you  have  already  heard,  she  requested 
me  to  conclude  a  narrative  which  her  tears  had  so  frequently 
interrupted.      If,  therefore,  you  prefer  listening  to  me  at 
once,  to  partaking  of  the  refreshments  which  she  has  sent  you, 
my  companions  will  leave  us  together  and  await  her  further 
orders."     At  these  words,  the  two  ladies  who  had  brought  the 
table,  carried  it  off  together  with  what  was  upon  it,  and  quitted 
the  apartment,  while  the  pretty  brunette  tQok  a  seat  beside  me, 
and,  without  taking  any  time  to  consider  what  she  was  about 
to  relate,  proceeded  as  follows  with  the  history  of  Zeneyda. 

z2 


340  couKT  Hamilton's  tales. 


CONTINUATION  OP  ZENEYDA. 

BT   MOMS.   LKTIS. 

Zeneysa,  as  you  haye  been  told,  occupied  the  same  charioi 
with  the  Empress  Eudozia,  in  the  train  which  followed  the 
cruel  Genseric.     This  terrible  ruler  of  the  Goths  crossed  over 
into  Africa  laden  with  the  spoils  of  all  Italy  ;  for  his  soldiers 
had  pillaged  both  Rome,  the  ancient  city,  and  Acquileia,  the 
new  residence  of  the  GsBsars.     He  led  thither  as  captires,  or 
rather  as  monuments  of  his  victory,  the  widow  of  the  Roman 
Emperor,  and  the  grand-daughter  of  the  King  of  the  Franks. 
It  is  with  the  latter  alone  that  I  have  to  do  ;  but  she  was  so 
young  that  her  stay  in  Africa  presents  no  feature  of  any 
interest.     She  merely  shared  the  captivity  and  the  sorrows  of 
her  mother-in-law,  although  innocent  of  her  crimes ;  and  when, 
at  the  expiration  of  seven  years,  Genseric  reconciled  with  the 
Emperor  Theodosius,  the    younger,  then  reigning  in  Con- 
stantinople, sent  Eudoxia  back  to  him,  Zeneyda  again  followed 
her.     The  young  princess  was  then  in  her  twentieth  year,  and 
her  beauty  was  in  the  height  of  its  brilliancy.    The  court  of 
the  Emperor  of  the  East  had  never  beheld  anything  more 
lovely  ;  and  the  Greeks,  with  all  their  love  for  hyperbole,  had 
not  contrived  on  this  occasion  to  praise  her  above  her  deserts. 
The  illustrious  Pulcheria,  sister  to  Theodosius, — a  princess 
whose  virtuesand  whose  wit  have  been  handed  down  in  history, — 
took  a  delight  in  cultivating  the  natural  disposition  of  Zeneyda  ; 
she  gave  her  lessons  of  wisdom  which  were  of  service  to  her 
in  supporting  the  weight  of  affliction  which  subsequently  over- 
whelmed her.     She  was  at  that  time  resplendent  with  youth 
and  beauty,  and  several  princes  were  rivals  for  the  honour  of 
her  hand. 
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Among  these  the  heir  to  the  throne  of  Armenia  appeared  to 
hold  the  first  rank.  He  had  come  to  Byzantium  to  study 
Greek  art,  and  to  receive  lessona  from  the  celehrated  philo* 
sophers  who  had  worthily  succeeded  Socrates  and  Plato.  But 
the  eyes  of  Zeneyda  had  terribly  distracted  his  attention  from 
bis  studies  :  of  all  masters  Cupid  finds  the  most  obedient  pupils, 
and  the  prince  neglected  all  others.  The  King  his  father  was 
informed  of  this,  through  his  minister  residing  at  the  Court  of 
Constantinople  ;  and  as  it  was  his  intention  to  unite  his  son 
with  the  Princess  of  Cappadocia,  he  lost  no  time  in  recalling 
him.  When  the  heir-apparent  of  Armenia,  whose  name  was 
0?igranus,  in  common  with  the  majority  of  the  sovereigns  of 
that  country,  received  this  fatal  command,  he  gave  way  to  the 
most  violent  despair  ;  not  that  he  was  so  far  advanced  in  the 
good  graces  of  Zeneyda,  although  he  was  treated  no  worse 
than  any  of  his  rivals,  for  she  would  sometimes  smile  on  him 
with  kindness ;  and,  if  a  witty  sally  should  chance  to  escape 
turn,  she  never  failed  to  applaud  it.  This  was  enoBgh  to  furnish 
hope  to  a  young  man  who  was  very  much  in  love,  and  none  was 
ever  more  passionately  so  than  Tigranus.  He  felt  that  if  he 
absented  himself  he  should  lose  the  fruit  of  all  his  endeavours, 
for  the  impression  he  had  been  able  to  make  on  the  daughter 
of  Maximus  was  too  slight  to  resist  the  effects  of  absence. 
Accordingly  he  resolved  at  all  risks  not  to  quit  Constantinople  ; 
but  knowing  that  if  he  persisted,  in  remaining  at  the  court  of 
Theodosius,  the  Eling  his  father,  whose  inflexible  disposition  he 
was  acquainted  with,  would  inevitably  claim  him  at  the  hands 
of  the  Emperor,  he  determined  to  dissimulate,  and  feigned 
obedience.  He  made  every  preparation  for  his  departure,  took 
leave  of  Theodosius  in  the  usual  form  of  imperial  etiquette,  and 
embarked  on  the  Bosphorus  for  Trebizond,  a  port  on  the  Black 
Sea,  not  far  distant  from  Armenia.  He  sent  his  suite  thither 
on  board  a  transport  vessel,  while  he  himself  sailed  in  one  of 
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(tbose  single-masted  ships  used  in  the  nftTig»ii<m  of  the  Archi- 
pelago, and  which  are  seldom  manned  by.  more  than  ^ght  or 
ten  sailors.  On  the  erening  of  his  departure*  and  ere  they 
had  left  the  Straits,  he  called  them  all  together  on  the  dedk* 
and  made  them  drink  plantifullj  of  wine  and  brandy ;  when 
they  were  all  dmnk  he  threw  himself  into  the  sea  unperceiyed; 
As  he  was  a  good  swimmer,  and  the  Tesad  not  far  from  shoffe^ 
he  was  not  long  reaching  it.  I  omitted  to  observe  that,  to 
AYoid  a  search  which  might  lead  to  his  discoTery,  he  had  left 
a  paper  on  board  addressed  to  the  King  hisfather^  in  which  he 
Abated  his  intention  of  terminating  an  existence  which  had 
become  odious  to  him  since  he  had  been  forced  to  leave  the 
object  of  his  desires.  '    - 

A  fisherman's  hut  furnished  him  shelter  for  that  night ;  and 
the  next  morning  he  exchanged  dolhes  with  a  peasant,  and 
returned,  so  disguised,  into  Constantinople..  That  he  might 
run  still  less  risk  of  being  discovered,  he  adopted  the  precaution 
oi  tying  a  green  bandage  across  his  eyes,  with  a  view  of  passing 
for  a  blind  beggar..  An  intelligent  poodle  which  he  had  pur-» 
ehased  from  the  fisherman  with  whom  he  had  sought  refuge, 
proved  of  essential  sendee  to  him.  This  dog,  whose  name  was 
Boquinet,  was  fastened  to  him  by  a  riband,  and  was  soon 
trained  to  his  business  of  appearing  to  lead  him  through  the 
streets  of  Constantinople.  On  entering  the  city,  the  Prince  of 
Armenia  mechanically  bent  his  steps  towards  the  imperial 
palace,  and  stopped  at  the  gates  of  the  garden.  His  youth  and 
engaging  figure  attracted  attention,  and  excited  the  c(HDpasuo9 
of  the  charitably  disposed  ;  the  ladies  more  especially,  whosq 
hearts  are  naturally  inclined  to  pity,  seemed  touched  at  the 
spectaele  of  so  young  and  so  handsome  a  man  reduced  to  so 
piteous  a  condition,  and  all,  with  scarce  any  exception,  who 
passed  him,  dropped  a  piece  of  silver  into  his  dish.  When  h^ 
heard  it  fall,  he  would  bow  with  a  noble  and,  at  the  same  time, 
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lespeetful  air,  which  increased  the  interest  that  was  felt  for 
iim,  while  Roquinet  stood  on  his  hind  legs  and  made  a  conrtesj. 
The  handage  was  not  so  tight  across  the  Prince  of  Armenia's 
eyes  hut  he  coutd  see  beneath  it,  and  he  recognised  one  of  the 
saads  of  honour  of  the  Princess  Zenejda,  who,  on  entering  the 
garden,  had  stopped,  as  the  others  had  done,  to  giye  him  ahns« 

*'  Madam,"  said  he*  wi&  a  voice  full  of  emotion,  "  I  thank 
jou  most  humbly  for  jour  kindness ;  but  how  much  should  I 
be  indebted  to  you  if,  through  your  powerful  protection,  I  could 
obtain  admission  into  this  beautiful  garden,  and  refresh  myself 
awhile  in  the  shade  of  the  plantains  that  stand  round  the  greaA 
Vasb.  My  poor  dog,  who  is  dying  with  thirst,  is  eyen  more  in 
want  of  it  than  I." 

The  maid  of  honour  requested  the  gate-keeper  to  allow  Iho 
blind  man  and  his  poodle  to  pass,  and  while  she  was  walking 
with  the  princess,  she  called  her  attention  to  him.  Zeneyda*a 
nature  is  compassionate ;  and  to  be  unfortunate  is  at  once  to 
kare  a  claim  upon  her  heart ;  she  drew  near  the  beggar  and 
gaye  him  a  golden  piece,  asking  him  at  the  same  time  by  what 
accident  he  had  lost  his  sight. 

^' Alas  !  madam,"  said  he,  **  I  must  not  complain  of  my 
blindness,  for  it  has  saved  my  life." 

,  **  How  can  that  be  V*  repEed  the  princess  ;  "  you  excite  my 
euriosity;  but  if  your  adyentures  are  long,  I  shall  not  have 
time,  to  hear  them  to*day  ;  return  to  morrow,  and  go  to  the 
pavilion  which  looks  on  the  sea  of  lilarmora ;  there  I  will  listen 
to  you  with  jdeasure." 

She  accompanied  these  words  with  a  smile  so  full  of  kind- 
ness that  it  would  have  been  enough  to  turn  the  prince's  head, 
had  it  not  been  done  long  ago.  You  may  imagine  that  he  did 
not  fail  presenting  himself  at  the  appointed  hour  on  the  sea- 
shore. He  had  sought  to  dress  himself  as  becomingly  as  the  sim- 
plicity of  his  attire  would  permit  him  ;  and  it  niust  be  granted 
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ihat,  beneath  his  cloak  of  coarse  stuff,  he  looked  more  like  a 
prince  than  did  the  greater  number  of  his  rivals,  resplendent 
with  gold  and  purple.  Moreorer,  he  nerer  neglected  anything, 
and  remembering  that  his  mistress  had  a  fancy  for  dogs,  he 
had  washed  and  combed  Roquinet,  and  had  had  him  newly 
shaven  and  trimmed,  carefully  leaving  him  cuSa  and  garters, 
and  a  handsome  tuft  at  the  end  of  his  tul;  and  never  did 
poodle  make  so  clean  or  so  trim  a  figure.  Zeneyda  was  not 
long  ere  she  made  her  appearance  at  the  pavilion,  and,  .seating 
herself  amidst  her  ladies,  the  blind  man  was  ushered  into  her 
presence.  She  condescended  to  caress  Boquinet,  who  laid 
himself  respectfully  at  her  feet,  and  she  listened  with  attention 
to  the  imaginary  adventures  of  the  prince  of  Armenia.  I  will 
not  repeat  them,  as  they  are  now  devoid  of  interest,  let  it  suf- 
fice to  inform  you  that,  under  an  ingenious  allegory,  Tigranus 
related  his  own  story.  As  the  danger  would  have  been  toa 
great,  however,  had  he  discovered  himself,  he  remained  con* 
cealed  in  the  character  of  a  poor  shepherd  whose  misery  had 
been  caused  by  love. 

All  the  ladies  admired  the  wit  and  the  grace  of  the  blind 
man  ;  and  his  bandage  allowed  him  to  perceive  that  Zeneyda 
was  even  more  moved  at  his  narrative  than  the  rest. 

"  Ahl  "  said  he,  when  he  retired  to  his  humble  dweliingi 
**  how  extraordinary  is  my  destiny.  While  I  was  heir  to  a 
great  empire,  Zeneyda  appeared  insensible  to  my  love,  and 
now  that  I  present  myself  under  the  disguise  of  a  wretched 
hind,  the  interest  I  inspire  in  her  has  something  in  it  which  is 
akin  to  love.  It  is  indeed  true  that  misfortune  acts  more  pow- 
erfully upon  a  refined  and  noble  temper  than  all  the  attractions 
of  wealth,  power,  and  ambition." 

He  was  indulging  in  these  and  other  reflections  of  the  same 
kind,  which,  though  perhaps  not  very  correct,  came  from  a 
heart  deeply  enamoured,  when  he  was  informed  by  the  old 
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goody  with  whom  he  lodged,  that  the  whole  neighbourhood  had 
been  thrown  into  a  state  of  excitement  by  a  superb  cavalcade 
which  had  just  passed  through  the  hippodrome  ;  she  had  been 
told  they  were  the  ambassadors  of  the  King  of  the  Franks,  but 
she  had  forgotten  his  name.  Tigranus  knew  but  too  well  that 
it  was  the  cruel  Childeric  ;  he  knew,  also,  that  before  the  death 
of  his  father,  Merou^,  he  had  come  to  the  court  of  the  western 
empire  to  sue  for  the  hand  of  Zeneyda,  which  had  been  plighted 
to  him,  her  extreme  youth  alone  having  delayed  the  celebration 
of  their  marriage.  Since  that  time,  the  captivity  of  the  prin* 
cess,  in  Africa,  had  removed  all  thoughts  of  it,  and  there  was 
every  ground  for  believing  that  a  prince  of  Childeric  *s  incon- 
stant and  licentious  disposition  had  forgotten  one  whose  inci- 
pient charms  had  seemed  to  make  no  great  impression  on  him» 
This,  indeed,  was  really  the  case,  but  political  motives  had 
induced  him  to  renew  an  alliance  by  which  he  should  acquire  a 
title  to  Italy,  whose  conquest  he  was  meditating  ;  and  accord- 
ingly he  dispatched  ambassadors  to  the  Emperor  Theodosius, 
who  were  charged  to  demand  of  him  the  grand-daughter  of 
Clodio.  The  prince  of  Armenia  had  soon  guessed  what  was  the 
object  of  their  mission,  which  was  indeed  publicly  made  known 
the  next  morning,  and  he  made  no  doubt  but  it  would  meet 
with  perfect  success.  He  knew  the  weakness  of  the  Emperor, 
who,  during  his  entire  reign,  had  allowed  himself  to  be 
governed  by  his  eunuchs,  and  who,  in  all  probability,  would 
neither  have  courage  nor  generosity  enough  to  resist  the  claims 
of  a  powerful  monarch,  in  an  affair  which  only  concerned  the 
happiness  of  a  youthful  and  unprotected  princess.  It  was 
evident,  therefore,  that  nothing  could  prevent  the  execution  of 
this  fatal  project ;  although,  had  Tigranus  been  assured  of  his 
father's  consent,  and  of  that  of  the  princess,  he  would  not 
have  found  it  difficult  to  carry  her  off,  and  conduct  her  into 
Asia,  where  the  Franks  would  never  have  ventured  to  seek 


346.  COUNT  hakilton's  tales. 

ften  But  far  from  approving  his  son's  designs,  the  King  of 
Annenia  entertained  views  which  rendered  them  impossible* 
€appadocia  was  within  his  reach,  and  he  wished  to  marry  him 
Ho  its  heiress.  As  for  Zenejda,  perhaps  she  might  be  tempted 
by  the  gUttering  offer  of  the  crown  of  France,  but  even  shoidd 
die  be  indifferent  to  this  allurement,  it  was  not  a  whit  the  more 
probable  that  she  would  consent  to  wander  about  the  world 
with  a  young  man  at  the  expense  of  her  reputation.  Th& 
prinoe  of  Armenia,  whom  these  reflections  rendered  desperate^ 
seriously  made  up  his  mind  to  terminate  his  existence  ;  as  it 
is  always  time,  however,  to  have  recourse  to  this  extremily, 
he  desired  to  carry  with  him  to  Ihe  regions  of  the  dead  the 
consolation  of  kmwing  that  his  lovely  mistress  did  not  look  on 
him  with  indifference.  In  this  hope,  he  took  an  ancient  lyre 
under  his  doak,  bebg  an  excellent  performer  on  that  instru- 
ment,  and,  preceded  by  his  faiihful  poodle,  betook  himself  at 
night  beneath  the  windows  of  the  pavilion  facing  the  sea  of 
Marmora.  He  had  not  long  been  there,  when  he  heard  the 
voice  of  Zeneyda,  who,  on  that  day,  had  come  thither  with  no 
other  company  than  that  of  her  favourite  maid  of  honour,  to 
talk  over  the  important  event  which  was  to  determine  her 
future  destiny.  Tigranus  distinctly  overheard  her  inform  her 
confidant  how  repugnant  to  her  was  this  union  with  a  prince 
whose  reputation  was  so  unfavourable,  and  that  necessity  alone 
would  force  her  into  a  marriage  she  had  never  desired,  and 
which  at  that  moment  appeared  to  her  more  odious  than  ever. 
The  pretended  blind  man,  encouraged  by  these  words,  after  & 
prelude  upon  his  lyre,  began  to  sing  to  this  effect :  '^  Since  I 
have  been  deprived  of  ihe  light  of  heaven,  the  sympathy  of  a 
kind  heart  became  necessary  to  enable  me  to  endure  life ;  I 
have  found  it,  and  ray  woes  are  forgotten ;  but  should  it  be 
torn  from  me,  I  die.*' 

His  voice  was  soft  and  melodious,  and  strong  feeling  imparted 
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a  peculiar  eharm  to  it  wMoh  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
heart  of  Zeneyda.  She  stepped  forward*  and  by  the  light  of  the 
moon  recognised  the  feigned  blind  man.  Bat  bis  was  now  no 
Longer  the  humble  deportment  of  a  beggar^  Standing  in  a 
dignified  attitude,  with  his  lyre  in  one  hand,  he  resembled  the 
Apollo  of  Delphi  inspiring  poets  and  loTers*  It  is  probable  that 
the  Princess  would  haTe  answered  him,  had  not  the  poodle  by 
his  barking  warned  them  that  some  one  was  approaching.  It 
was  the  Prince  of  Thracia,  one  of  the  rivals  of  Tigranus,  who, 
like  him,  was  in  despair  at  an  event  which  destroyed  his  hopes 
for  ever,  and  he  had  come  to  express  his  grief  to  the  Princess, 
and  to  leam  what  were  her  final  resolutions*  The  blind  man 
withdrew  within  ike  hollow  of  a  rock,  while  his  dog  kept  such 
good  watch  that  he  would  not  allow  his  rival  even  to  approach 
the  pavilion  ;  at  which  Zeneyda  was  far  from  displeased,  as  she 
held  him  in  aversion. 

Meanwhile  the  Emperor,  as  had  been  foreseen,  determined 
to  accede  to  the  demand  of  the  King  of  ^e  Franks,  and 
charged  his  sister  Pulcheria  to  signify  his  intentions  to  the 
Princess  Zeneyda,  who  received  orders  to  prepare  for  departure 
at  the  expiration  of  a  fortnight.  Besistance  would  have  been 
useless,  and  she  was  obliged  to  submit.  Theodosius  made  her 
magnificat  presents,  which  were  placed  on  board  the  galley 
destined  to  convey  her  to  Marseilles.  On  the  eve  of  her 
departure,  she  had  come  to  bid  fiarewell  to  the  pavilion  where 
she  had  spent  so  many  happy  moments,  and  from  which  she 
was  about  to  part  for  erer,  and  waa  gazing  on  a  portion  of  the 
BosphoruB,  forming  the  most  beautiful  bay  in  the  world, — on  the 
picturesque  shores  of  Asia, — the  wails  of  Chalcedony, — the  tower 
of  Leander,  cherished  by  all  fond  lovers,  and  the  innumerable 
yessels  which  may  always  be  seen  ploughing  those  waves,  when 
fibe  beheld  at  the  foot  of  the  wall  the  faithful  Roquinet.  She 
looked  around  in  search  of  his  master,  but  he  was  not  to  bo 
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seen.  His  dog  alone  was  there,  leaping  up  towards  the  vdndow 
as  though  he  would  haye  jumped  in  ;  but  finding  it  was  too 
high,  he  began  scratching  at  the  door,  which  Zeneyda  ordered 
to  be  opened  to  him*  He  immediately  ran  up  to  her  and  stood 
on  his  hind  legs,  turning  his  back  to  her :  for  it  had  been 
raining,  and  his  paws  were  dirty.  While  he  remained  in  this 
attitude,  the  Princess  perceived  that  he  carried  a  paper  beneath 
his  collar,  which  was  almost  entirely  hidden  by  his  curly  hair. 
She  took  it,  and  read  as  follows  :^- 

**  Madam,  the  humblest  of  your  friends,  if  he  be  a  faithful 
and  devoted  one,  is  not  to  be  despised.  I  offer  you  Roquinet : 
he  is  intelligent,  and  appeared  to  please  you :  fear  not  depriving 
me  of  him.  Tou  are  about  to  depart, — ^life  is  odious  to  me, 
and  without  you  I  am  unable  to  endure  it." 

On  reading  this  letter  the  tender-hearted  Zeneyda  could  not 
forbear  shedding  a  few  tears.  She  took  a  pencil,  and  on  the 
same  paper  wrote : — "  If  it  be  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve 
your  existence  that  we  should  not  be  separated,  prepare  to 
follow  me."  She  folded  the  paper,  placed  it  where  she  had 
found  it,  kissed  the  messenger,  who  expressed  his  thankfulness 
by  wagging  his  tail,  and  bade  him  return  to  his  master,  which 
he  did  as  fast  as  his  four  legs  could  carry  him.  Meanwhile, 
the  Princess  reflecting  that  the  musical  skill  of  the  blind  man 
might  obtain  him  admission  among  the  number  of  her  followers, 
sent  for  the  chief  of  the  embassy,  and  informed  him,  that  to 
beguile  the  tedium  of  a  long  journey,  she  intended  taking  with 
her  a  blind  minstrel,  who  played  remarkably  well  on  the  lyre, 
and  had  a  fine  voice.  The  ambassador,  who  already  looked 
upon  Zeneyda  as  the  wife  of  his  sovereign,  felt  no  inclination 
to  thwart  her  wishes,  and  in  this  manner  the  Prince  o  f  Armenia 
was  received  on  board  the  imperial  galley, — he  and  his  poodle* 

At  the  offset  they  had  a  prosperous  passage,  though  some- 
what lengthened  by  the  ca]ms  peculiar  to  the  jEgean  Sea.     It 
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was,  howerevp  in  tbe  fine  season  of  the  year;  the  evenings 
were  delightful,  and  for  the  most  part  the  heat  of  the  day  was 
spent  on  one  of  the  small  islands  so  numerous  in  those  seas,  by 
the  side  of  some  limpid  fountain,  orershadowed  by  a  natural 
arbour  of  myrtles  and  orange  trees.     During  one  of  these  halts 
they  met  with  a  remarkable  adyenture*     They  had  disem* 
barked  upon  a  deserted  islet  near  Antiparos,  which  is  formed 
by  a  mass  of  rock  indented  on  every  side  by  creeks  and 
eayems.     The  crew  set  up  a  tent  upon  the  beach,  and  ZeneydA 
caused  herself  to  be  conveyed  in  a  small  skiff  to  the  entrance 
of  a  spacious  grotto,  where  she  desired  to  bathe,  accompanied 
by  the  ladies  of  her  suite.     She  had  taken  the  blind  man  with 
ber,  there  being  nothing  in  his  presence  to  alarm  her  modesty^ 
Und  she  took  great  delight  in  hearing  his  fine  voice  sound 
through  the  natural  vault  of  the  grotto.   He  had  seated  himself 
upon  a  shelf  of  rock  in  the  interior,  and  was  tuning  his  lyre^ 
while  the  ladies  were  putting  off  their  attire,  when  suddenly  a 
nest  of  pirates,  inhabiting  the  recesses  of  the  cavern,  rushed 
out,  and  seizing  first  their  jewellery  and  dresses,  laid  hands  on 
the  fair  bathing  party.     The  head  of  the  troop,  an  athletic 
fellow,  took  Zeneyda  in  his  arms  and  carried  her  into  his  haunt 
through  a  passage  cut  out  in  the  rock.    The  Prince  of  Armenia, 
forgetting  his  blindness,  ran  after  his  lovely  mistress,  came  up 
with  the  ravisher,  and  with  a  heavy  blow  of  his  stick  laid  him 
dead  at  his  feet.     Zeneyda,  who  had  fainted  away,  the  first 
thing  on  opening  her  eyes,  beheld  those  of  the  blind  man, — ^whose 
bandage  had  fallen  off — beaming  with  a  tender  and  voluptuous 
expression.     I  shall  not  pretend  to  define  with  precision  the 
confused  sentiments  that  agitated  the  heart  of  the  Frincesd. 
Surprise,  gratitude,   and    tenderness  were  certainly  of   the 
number,  but  modesty  was  apparently  the  most  predominant ; 
for  she  tore  herself  away,  blushing  to  find  herself  naked  in  the 
i^nns  of  a  handsome  youth,  and  could  only  utter  these  words  : 
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^*  Alas !  joa  are  not  blind,  then.**  She  then  ran  to  rejoin  her 
€ompamon8,  who  had  also\>een  rescued, — ^the  crew  of  the  galley. 
Attracted  by  their  screams,  having  routed  the  pirates. 

In  the  mean  time  Tigranus  had  picked  up  his  green  bandage 
and  adjusted  it  once  more  across  his  eyes.  The  discoyeiy 
which  the  Princess  had  made  decided  her  future  destiny.  |%e 
•knew  before  quitting  Constantinople  that  the  blind  man  was  in 
love  with  her,  and  she  tolerated  his  passion,  responding  to  it 
only  by  the  tenderness  of  her  pity  for  his  misfortune.  His 
Uindness  had  increased  the  distance  which  the  difference  of 
nnk  between  the  daughter  of  an  emperor  and  a  beggar  had 
established  between  them,  and  it  was  as  though  they  had  been 
a  different  order  of  beings  between  whom  there  could  be 
BOthing  in  common ;  but  when  she  discorered  that  his  blind- 
ness was  feigned,  passing  suddenly  from  one  extreme  to  the 
other,  she  beliered  in  the  first  moments,  from  the  nobility  of 
his  features  and  his  daring  courage,  that  there  was  something 
aupematural  about  him.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as  she  found  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  him  without  witnesses,  she  said, 

**  You  have  deceived  me :  you  are  no  more  a  beggar  than 
you  are  blind.  If  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Armenia  were  not 
BO  well  ascertained;  I  should  believe  that  he  now  stood  before 
me. 

**  Tigranus  loved  you,  madam,"  he  replied,  *^  and  you  beheld 
him  with  indifference :  he  was  unable  to  endure  it,  and  he  put 
an  end  to  his  existence.  It  wiU  fare  the  same  with  the  poor 
blind  man  if  your  heart  feel  not  a  little  love  for  him.** 

"  I  owe  you  my  life  and  my  honour,"  rejoined  the  Princesa 
**  Be  content  with  my  gratitude  :  see  whither  they  lead  me." 

She  said  no  more  on  that  day,  as  they  were  interrupted. 
Meanwhile  they  advanced  on  their  journey  ;  a  light  breeze  from 
the  south-west,  the  Egyptian  zephyr,  swelled  the  sails  of  the 
galley  as  it  floated  gracefully  upon  the  waves.     As  soon  as  the 
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win  w«8  sunk  beneath  the  horuson,  Zenejda  and  her  ladies 
would  appear  on  deck ;  the  blind  man  was  then  summoned* 
and,  acoompanying  himself  with  his  lyre,  he  would  sing  the 
ancient  gloiy  of  all  the  renowned  places  before  which  ikey 
were  standing,  and  whose  names  were  told  him.  At  Naxos  he 
sun^  the  sorrows  of  Ariana,  the  inccmstancy  of  Theseus,  the 
Minotaur,  and  the  amours  of  Pasiphaie.  The  god  adored  at 
Delos  receiTed  also  the  homage  of  his  song,  and  his  roica 
seexaed  then  to  be  divinely  inspired.  But  when  he  had  to 
celebrate  the  goddess  of  Cyihera,  he  expressed  himself  in  the 
most  impassioned  accents. 

^*  Goddess  of  hearts,"  he  said,  "  it  is  thou  who  dost  animate 
and  give  life  to  aU  nature ;  without  ihee  the  whole  universe 
would  languish  ;  youth  would  be  barren  and  sorrowful,  and  old 
age,  deprived  of  all  consolation,  would  sink  hopeless  into  the 
grave.  Pour  into  my  heart  the  nectar  of  thy  presence  ;  let 
my  veins  flow  with  the  liquid  fire  that  devours  without  co]>- 
suming  ;  pierce  me  with  the  arrows  of  thy  son :  his  wounds 
are  gentle,  and  the  pains  he  inflicts  are  accompanied  with 
sensations  of  delight." 

As  he  pronounced  these  last  words  his  agitation  was  so 
-violent  that  he  was  unable  to  proceed ;  his  bosom  became 
oppressed,  and  could  only  give  forth  a  succession  of  deep-drawn 
aighs.  Zeneyda  struggled  to  suppress  her  own.  During  this 
interesting  scene  another  of  a  very  difierent  nature  was  being 
enacted  at  the  other  extremity  of  the  galley.  The  whole  crew 
were  assembled  round  Roquinet,  who  was  performing  a  number 
of  the  most  interesting  tricks.  He  could  leap,  dance,  fetch 
and  carry  better  than  any  other  dog,  and  he  was  so  intelligent 
that  he  could  mark  with  his  paw  what  number  was  thrown  by 
the  dice ;  and  withal  he  was  of  a  most  obliging  disposition : 
if  any  one  let  fall  a  glove  or  a  handkerchief,  he  would 
-never  fail  to  pick  it  up,  and  faithfully  return  it.     He  was. 
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accordingly,  a  faronrite  with  erery  one  on  board,  from  the 
captain  to  the  lowest  of  the  rowers.  His  master  was  regarded 
with  no  less  fayoni' ;  for  by  his  politeness  and  good-nature  he 
had  won  the  hearts  of  all.  Nor  is  there  anything  astonishing 
in  the  fact ;  for  it  has  always  been  remarked,  that  among 
persons  of  a  high  rank  it  is  always  those  whose  generosity  of 
heart  corresponds  with  their  noble  birth  who  know  best  how  to 
conciliate  the  affection  of  the  lower  classes.  They  have  the 
art  of  descending  without  lowering  themselves,  and  they  are 
belored  without  ceasing  to  be  respected. 

No  further  event  of  any  importance  occurred  during  the 
passage,  and  they  reached  in  safety  the  ancient  port  of  Mar- 
aeilles.  Zeneyda  set  out  in  company  with  the  ambassadors 
to  seek  Childeric  at  Troyes,  in  Champagne,  where  he  held  his 
court.  Ere  she  departed,  she  endeavoured  to  give  the  bUnd 
man  his  cong6,  and  send  him  back  to  Constantinople,  pressing 
him  with  warmth  to  accede  to  her  wishes.  Her  conscience 
applauded  this  attempt,  which  was  destined,  however,  to  remain 
unsuccessful ;  and,  to  say  the  truths  Zeneyda  would  have  been 
afflicted  at  its  success.  Nevertheless  she  entertained  no  hopes, 
nor  indeed  did  her  lover ;  but  an  invincible  power  constrained 
him  to  follow  her.  He  did  so,  accordingly,  with  a  feeling  of 
sadness  which  increased  gradually  as  the  end  of  this  fatal 
journey  approached.  They  were  within  a  few  leagues  of 
Troyes  when  Childeric  appeared  in  sight,  advancing  to  meet 
the  Princess,  and  followed  by  a  train  of  huntsmen.  At  that 
time  elks  were  still  to  be  found  in  the  forests  of  Gaul,  and  the 
King  of  the  Franks,  a  robust  and  courageous  man,  spent  whde 
days  in  pursuit  of  these  terrible  animals  ;  sometimes  he  would 
be  carried  away  by  the  ardour  of  the  chase  to  such  a  distance 
that  he  could  not  return  to  his  palace,  and  was  frequently 
unable  to  rejoin  his  suite.  He  would  then  pass  the  night 
in  a  woodman's  cabin,  or  in  the  hut  of  a  maker  of  wooden 
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Bhoes,  and  the  next  morning  tbeae  good  people  would  act  a» 
guides  to  conduct  him  out  of  the  forest,  which  was  thickly 
wooded,  and  without  road  or  path.  Not  long  since  he  had  lost 
his  way  in  this  manner,  while  hunting  an  enormous  elk,  and 
found  himself  at  the  foot  of  an  old  half-ruined  tower.  As  it 
was  pouring  with  rain,  he  took  shelter  beneath  a  shelf  of 
«tones  jutting  forward  from  the  tower ;  but  what  was  his 
astonishment  when  he  perceived  a  smell,  as  of  some  culinary 
operation,  proceeding  from  a  dungeon-grating  hidden  in  the 
brushwood.  He  drew  near,  and,  listening  with  attention,  dis- 
tinctly  heard  the  bubbling  sound  of  a  boiling  cauldron.  Pressed 
by  hunger,  naturally  adventurous,  and  being  armed  moreover 
with  his  hunting  pike  and  a  short  sword,  he  determined  to 
make  his  way  into  the  interior  of  the  tower.  After  having 
spent  some  time  in  search  of  the  door,  he  discovered  it  at  last 
concealed  behind  a  stone  slab  covered  with  ivy ;  it  closed  up 
the  entrance  to  a  flight  of  steps  descending  into  a  spacious 
■Vault,  feebly  lighted  by  a  lamp  suspended  to  the  ceiling,  whose 
•bluish  light  gave  a  sepulchral  colour  to  the  surrounding 
objects.  A  large  cauldron  was  placed  in  the  chimney,  and 
«  little  blackamoor  from  time  to  time  stirred  up  the  stew  with 
a  large  bone,  which  had  apparently  belonged  to  the  carcase  of 
a  horse.  This  was  more  than  enough  to  settle  the  appetite  of 
Ihe  King  of  the  Franks,  and  he  merely  inquired  of  the  negro 
scullion  who  was  the  person  for  whom  this  mess  was  cooking* 
The  personage  thus  addressed  was  in  no  hurry  to  answer  him, 
which  you  will  not  wonder  at  when  you  are  told  that  he  was 
dumb ;  he  merely  pointed  to  his  mistress,  who  was  asleep  in  a 
comer  of  the  vault  on  a  heap  of  dry  leaves.  The  Prince,  who 
had  not  perceived  her  at  first,  there  beheld  with  horror  the 
most  hideous  creature  Nature  in  one  of  her  freaks  ever  took  it 
into  her  head  to  put  into  the  world.  She  was  an  old  withered 
dp  hag,  with  one  eye  of  glass  and  the  other  bleared ;  her  nose, 
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•ll'beBiiiearodinthBniil^  wasmet  kalf  wagr  by  to  dun, 
WIS  OTergrown  with  ft  stubble  of  white  hain ;  and*  finally,  her 
mou^  was  se  pndDered  in  that  any  one  would  have  si^ 
posed  she  had  none.  She  had  but  one  hair  on  her  head,  but 
it  was  as  stiff  and  hard  as  the  bristle  of  a  wild  boar,  and  H 
was  by  this  that  Ghilderic  recognised  her,  his  father  King 
Meroue  having  often  t^oken  to  him  of  the  feonons  Aiboflede  s 
single  hair.  He  greeted  her  respectfully,  for  she  was  jnst 
awaking,  and  begged  that  she  would  continue  towards  him 
the  same  good  feeling  she  had  always  shown  towards  his  family. 

**  What  seek  you  here  ?  "  r^ied  the  old  woman  in  a  sour 
tone.  *'  Thirty  years  have  I  been  trying  to  make  that  oauldroii 
boil,  and  now  it  has  not  been  boiliug  more  than  hx  months : 
I  am  in  the  thick  of  the  operation,  and  I  don't  choose  to  he 
disturbed." 

Ghilderic  humify  entreated  her  pardim,  asid  the  soroereub 
somewhat  softened,  said  to  him : 

**  Eegcme  this  instant !  My  negro  will  show  yon  ^e  way. 
Tdl  it  not  to  a  soul ;  but  if  you  should  manyi  return  hither, 
&r  you  may  want  my  aaustance." 

The  King  of  the  Franks  left  her,  after  thanking  her  many 
times ;  inwardly  determined,  when  Zeneyda  should  arriye,  to 
pay  her  another  visit,  and  demand  her  protection.  As  the 
forest  happened  to  be  precisely  on  the  road  by  which  tiie 
Princess  was  to  arrive,  he  thought  the  opportunity  a  good  -one 
,  to  make  a  show  of  his  eagerness  in  ^ving  her  a  welcome,  and 
for  this  purpose  he  had  taken  witii  him  his  trun  of  huntsmen  to 
meet  the  Princess  on  her  road.  The  next  morning,  he  ordered 
an  elk  to  be  started  ;  and  bringing  Zeneyda  with  him,  who  rode 
ma  horseback  as  well  as  the  best  horseman,  he  returned  <«iee 
more  to  the  tower  of  the  boiling-  cauldron,  which  he  had  no  little 
difficulty  in  finding ;  but  the  fire  was  extinguished,  and  the 
sorceress  was  no  longer  there.   The  little  negro  alone  remained. 
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^Idng  up  hot  vottb  to  |Rit  mto  iiie  eld  mimaii's  fys^mxma^ 
t!9iildenc  politely  asked  him  vhere  Dame  AlboAede  could  be 
Jdirnd,  forgettiii^  tkat  he  was  diind>,  and  Hke  blaokameoir^ 
eqnally  forgetfni  of  ^e  same  fact,  aiumered  timt  .<die  irae  gmie 
io  take  up  lier  residenoe  on  one  of  IhB  islaiidB  of  &e  Sdjte, 
flitoated  not  fbr  from  thenoe,  at  about  half  a  leagae  from  that 
which  she  fennerlj  inhabited.  Childenc  £uled  net  to  repair 
linther  the  next  day.  He  eaEperieneed  some  diffiesUy  at  first 
m  diaeeyering  the  place  he  'vras  in  seacoh  of>  Bor  would  he  ever 
hove  Bueceeded  in  Ending  it,  had  he  net  obeerved  a  erow  busily 
engaged  knocking  down  walnnts  from  a  iree,  and  ^carrying 
&em  one  alter  ^e  oilier  to  ihe  hdkw  of  aa  eld  willow  planted 
at  -^e  head  of  a  bboZI  islacid4  Tka&  pneceeding  astonished 
him;  he  hired  a  fisherman's  boat  to  ^x^  him  across  the 
ri?er,  «nd  drow  acar  the  wiUiOw,  which  was  the  largest  he 
had  wver  «eeiu  It  was  zolten  wiHi  ago.  9}he  Pcinee,  im 
feokii^  Bito  <&e  hollow  -of  ^km  trank,  was  enrpidsed  to  see 
scmelhkig  glUtermg  $A  tins  bottom ;  it  was  Albi^de's  right 
eye:;  she  was  emerging  from  her  sobtemaieotts  -habitation^ 
tiEnmgh  iSbm  kind  ef  hreathingihole.  8h»  told  him  that  she 
was  on  ihe  point  of  paymg  him  a  visit  to  give  him  warning  of 
a  sadden  imi^lion  of  ike  fiima  into  iastormtories*  **  They  are 
witiDn  ihree  days'  maucfa  from  henoe,"  she  said,  '*  in  the  forest 
of  jffir^nia;  you  hape  not  a  moment  to  lose  eee  you  assemble 
yMT  tiDops.  If  yon  can  aixtieipato  .their  attadc  yon  will  be  the- 
vietoE.  Wi&  re^pMrd  to  Ihe  Piinoess  Zeneyda^  she  would  not. 
beisafewereyoH.totoaveher^it  !&oyes;  nermnst  you  expose- 
her  to  the  chaaieeB  of  wac  I  will  take  care  of  her  dindng  your 
aSbacoee,  Send  her  hither  with  her  train  ci  attendants ;  I  am 
ahont  to  build  a  dwelling  ibr  her  wixthy  of  her  rank.  During 
ihe  rnimnwr  I  inhabit  a  ciyvtal  apartoausiub  in  the  bed  of  the 
nver ;  but  as  the  Pxinceas  migfat  suffer  there  from  Ae  damp, 
I  shall  amstmct  a  palace  for  her  xrpoR  land.    Accordingly 
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•ere  night-fall  the  most  elegant  payilion  was  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  Zenejda»  in  which  the  richness  of  the  furniture 
corresponded  with  the  magnificence  of  the  architecture.     A 
bridge  of  the  same  kind  as  those  subsequently  invented  by 
Palladio  formed  a  passage  from  the  island  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  though  it  was  of  marble,  it  turned  round  upon  its 
axis  directly  any  one  had  passed  over  it.  Zeneyda  had,  according 
to  the  commands  of  Alboflede,  brought  her  suite  with  her,  that 
13  to  say,  her  ladies  and  her  blind  minstrel.     Every  one  was 
well  treated  ;  a  dainty  supper  was  served  up  in  the  drawing- 
room  ;  the  blind  man  was  served  at  a  table  apart,  with  viands 
of  a  more  solid  character,  nor  was  Roquinet  forgotten,  for  he  had 
an  excellent  dish  of  minced  meat.     The  sorceress  had  found 
an  infallible  way  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  idle  and.  impertinent 
servants.     All  the  work  was  done  by  automata,  and  she  had 
brought  mechanics  to  a  point  of  refinement  and  perfection  which, 
in  the  present  day,  is  entirely  unknown.     The  candeliabra,.  for 
instance,  were  formed  by  golden  figures  representing  nymphs, 
each  of  them  supporting  three  tapers,  which  they  lit,  extinguished* 
or  supplied  afresh,  when  it  became  necessary.    In  each  chimney 
corner  were  two  bronze  figures,  whose  duty  was  to  stir  and  blow 
the  fire,  or  cover  it  up  whenever  it  was  desired.     The  beds  were 
ornamented  with  Cupids  who,  if  the  occupant  showed  any  dispo^ 
sition  to  wakefulness,  gently  rocked  him  asleep,  while  the  Grenii 
who  supported  the  crown  of  the  bed  fanned  the  air  with  their 
wings  to  keep  it  cool  and  drive  away  the  gnats.    The  carriages 
were  drawn  by  pasteboard  horses,  light  and  swift  as  the  wind, 
never  taking  fright,  and  so  gentle  that  a  woman  or  a  child 
might  drive  them  ;  by  which  means  they  could  dispense  with 
that  invariably  drunken  and  coarse  race  of  people — coachmmu 
In  short,  were  I  to  enumerate  in  detail  all  the  inventions  of  the 
Enchantress,  I  should  never  have  done*  But,  while  every  justice 
is  done  to  her  genius,  it  must  be  added  that  her  heart  was 
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black  as  her  mind  was  subtle  and  inventiTe.  Zeneyda  was 
odions  to  her  because  she  was  a  descendant  of  Glodio  who 
had  given  her  offence*  It  was  not,  therefore^  to  afford  her 
an  asylum  that  she  had  offered  Ghilderic  to  take  care  of  her* 
during  his  absence,  but  in  order  to  get  her  into  her  power,  and 
to  revenge  herself  on  the  unfortunate  Princess  for  the  wrongs 
she  had  suffered  from  her  grandfather.  On  entering  her  apart- 
ment, however,  she  was  so  struck  with  the  noble  and  gracious 
mien  of  the  Prince  of  Armenia,  who  was  playing  on  his  lyre  for 
the  amusement  of  the  ladies,  that  she  forgot  her  vindictive 
projects.  Her  extreme  penetration  soon  discovered  that 
Tigranus  was  not  blind,  and  that  he  was  a  lover  in  disguise ; 
but  nothing  appeared  to  indicate  an  understanding  between 
him  and  the  Princess.  To  ascertain  the  truth,  she  unex- 
pectedly entered  the  apartment  of  the  Prince  of  Armenia  at 
the  moment  when  he  was  preparing  to  get  into  bed  and  had 
taken  off  his  bandage.  If  his  engaging  figure  and  distinguished 
air  had  made  a  favourable  impression  before  on  the  Enchantress, 
now  that  she  beheld  his  fine  eyes  and  his  face  beaming  with  all 
its  beauty,  she  was  no  longer  mistress  of  herself,  and  her  heart, 
which  for  the  last  two  or  three  centuries  had  been  withered 
within  her,  ohce  more  felt  all  the  fire  of  youth.  She  had 
intended  to  intimidate  him  in  order  to  obtain  his  secret,  and 
had  entered  the  room  with  a  menacing  air ;  but  her  manner 
was  suddenly  softened. 

*'  Toung  man,'*  she  said,  ''  what  can  have  persuaded  you 
to  play  so  dangerous  a  part  ?  Are  you  not  aware  of  the  perils 
to  which  you  are  exposed  ?  If  Ghilderic  discovers  your  rash 
projects,  there  is  no  Mghtful  punishment  which  his  cruelty  will 
not  inflict  on  you.'* 

Tigranus  was  more  confused  at  being  discovered  than  he  was 
intimidated  by  Alboflede's  discourse. 

^' Madam,"  he  replied,  ''I  am  an  unfortunate  exile,  forced 
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to  %  from  my  naAu^  eomitvj  and  conceal  mjfldif  ham  ail  e jetf. 
Tkifl  Mono  is  tke  ooeaeion  of  my  disgoke-— ; — " 

9 he BaelMiitraMi hereinierraptod &imi  and fl»id witb dignity^ 
^  It  is  no^  upon  Bodi  apenon  as  Ip  who  am  possassed  of  all  the 
seerets  of  natmne  and  of  art,  that  you  can:  expect  to  impose*  1, 
am  aware  of  the  passion  you  nmdly  dierish,  but  I  feel  an 
interest  in  you  and  wiD  grant  yon  my  proteetion.  In  the  meaa-^ 
time  yon  have  it  in  your  power  to  abate  the  violence  of  this 
attachm^it  Isfj  means  which,  are  worthy  of  yon — study  and 
application.  Eetnm  thanks  to  heaTen  ihat\  you  have  found  a 
person  who  has  botk  tiie  disposition  and  tiie  means  of  inq[itnynng 
and  dereloping  the  gifts  which  natore  has  bestowed  <hi  yoo. 
Here  is  a  Uttle  book  containing  the  elem^its  ef  magie,  study  it, 
and  to-morrow  I  will  come  and  explain  that  which  you  may  hwe 
found  it  difficult  to  undo^tand." 

Bo  sajing  she  left  him,  after  giving  him  a  genlle  tap  om  his 
e&onlder,  as  a  token  of  friendship.     When  she  was  goner 
Tigranus  examined  the  book  which  she  had  le£b  him  ;  it  was  a 
quarto  volume  bound  in  serpent's  skin,  and  ^ed  with  hiero- 
glyphics and  cafoaHstic  Bgores.     The  Prince  of   Armmiia, 
however,  was  blest  with  so  ready  a  comprehenaion,  that  in  two 
days  he  had  acquired  8u£Scient  skill  to  construct  ftn  aiutomat(m» 
which  was  not  without  merits.     It  was  a  liide  Chinese  HmD!- 
darin,  that  could  unravel  the  most  entailed  skeins  of  silk; 
aU  that  was  required  was  to  place  the  skein  on  his  two  handb, 
when  he  immediately  gave  a  nod  with  his  head  in  tokevof 
assent,  and  woidd  uev^  stop  till  all  tiie  s^.  was  reeled  o£L 
Tigranus  presented  it  to  Zeneyda,  who  reeeived  it  with  gmt^ 
tude.     Alboflede  beheld  with  no  fess  pieasm*e  than  astonisb' 
ment  the  rapid  progress  of  her  pupil.     By  tbe  sixth  leflCMm  ht 
eould  read  the  magical  chanbcters  off  hand,  and  waa  withm  but 
very  little  of  being  able  to  torn  himseif  into  a  HDtan-woIE 
It  was  certain  that  he  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  magic 
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with  all  tibe  applioatran  he  wa»  master  of,  not  that  he  was. 
deairoiis  c^  beeemioig  a  msaid,  timt  kind  of  persons  enjojing 
a  rery  equivoeal  vepatatton,  and  for  one  who  performs  good 
actions*  there  are  a  hmidred  who  misase  their  knowledge  ta 
die  torment,  ef  mai^dnd.  His  ohjeot  was  to  aoquire  skill  in 
the  eomposition  of  love-philters,  that  he  might  exert  their 
power  npon  his  mistress.  He  dared  not  ask  this  seoret  of 
the  Enchantress,  but  trusted  that  he  should  be  able  to  discover 
it  when  he  was  'ttiotooghlj  VeEsed  in  tiie  prmciples  of  the  art. 
Albofl^e^  who  was  aware  of  his  attachment,  could  not  leam** 
however,  whetiier  it  was  requited;  in  order  to  gain  this 
infonnation  she  aoo^t  to  inmnuate  herself  into  the  confidence 
of  the  granddaoghter  of  Clodio ;  but  all  that  she  had  been 
able  to  discover  was,  that  the  crown  of  Childeric  offered  no 
attractions  to  the  young  Princess,  who  saw  her  marriage 
delarred  ¥rith  pleasure.  This  was  enough  to  inspire  her 
with  the  most  violent  jealousy*  But  as  she  was  extremely 
hypocritical,  Zeneyda  did  not  pwceive  it,  and  <m  the  contrary 
thought  she  might  safely  apply  to  her,  to  obtain  some 
uBieane  by  whieh  Childeric  should  be  made  to  feel  an  insur- 
mountable aversimi  for  their  intended  union«  ^'I  feel,"  she 
said,  "a  distaste  for  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  a  Court; 
an  ^^eable  retreat  such  as  this  would  please  me  fsir  more, 
aod,  but  thai  I  £sar  tbat  you  would  deem  me  troublesome,  I' 
should  entreat  tiuit  yea  would  allow  me  to  stay  here  for  the 
rest  of  my  life»  with  those  whom  I  have  brought  hither." 

^' Well,'*  replied  the  old  beldame,  ''you  shall  have  your 
wish,  and  I  wffl  seareh  my  books  through,  to  see  if  I  can 
discover  a  redpe  for  a  potion  to  inspire  hatred,  which  I  shall 
make  boih  you  and  the  King  swallow."  She  immediately 
ordered  her  laige  cauldnm  to  be  got  ready,  into  which  she 
threw  two  dosen  vipers,  eight  serpents,  and  three  snakes,  fifty 
toads,  a  pound  o£  tigw^s  galU  the  liver  of  a  mad  hyona. 
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together  with  other  yenemouB  ingredients ;  thereupon  liaving' 
uttered  words  which  made  her  one  hair  stand  on  end,  she  had 
the  fire  kindled  beneath  it.  As  you  may  imagine,  these  pre* 
parations  were  by  no  means  with  a  view  of  serving  Zeneyda ; 
her  intentions  being  of  a  totally  opposite  nature.  She  still 
hesitated,  however,  whether  or  not  to  include  Tigranus  in  her 
vengeance.  Ere  she  made  up  her  mind,  she  determined  to 
seek  a  final  explanation  with  him* 

**  I  see  with  pleasure,"  she  said,  "  that  you  profit  by  my 
lessons,  and  that  you  will  soon  attain  the  high  destiny  which 
is  in  store  for  you,  but  to  follow  with  success. the  study  of 
the  higher  branches  of  science,  it  is  necessary  to  throw  off 
the  yoke  of  all  sensual  passion ;  the  heart  must  be  entirely 
free  in  order  that  the  mind  may  commimicate  vdth  the  celes- 
tial spirits,  who  disdain  all  converse  with  the  gross  nature 
of  men  absorbed  in  terrestrial  objects.  Solitude  furnishes 
the  only  true  and  real  means  of  avoiding  all  that  might 
turn  you  aside  from  these  sublime  speculations.  I  will, 
therefore,  convey  you  to  a  lofty  tower  belonging  to  me, 
situated  in  the  neighbouring  forest.  There  for  some  years  you 
will  be  secluded  from  all  association  with  men."  ''Alas!" 
whispered  Tigranus  to  himself,  **  I  shall  regret  no  man.  Let 
but  Zeneyda  be  left  me,  and  I  am  indifferent  to  all  else." 
**  After  this  period  of  seclusion,"  continued  Alboflede,  **  you 
will  possess  the  same  control  over  the  elements  which  you  will 
have  acquired  over  your  passions ;  and  in  future  if  you  conceive 
any  attachment,  it  will  no  longer  be  based  on  the  fragile  and 
evanescent  advantages  of  personal  beauty,  but  upon  the  respect 
and  esteem  inspired  in  you  by  profound  skiU  in  the  great  art 
of  magic.  It  is  then  that  I  shall  be  able  (and  as  she  spoke* 
this  her  features  assumed  an  expression  of  coquetry)  to  make 
you  an  offer  of  my  hand  without  the  fear  of  a  refusal.  You 
shudder,  Prince,  at  this  proposal  I     Enow  then  that  this  skii^ 
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which,  perhaps,  fills  you  with  repugnance,  was  <»ice  of  the  lily's 
hue ;  I  hope  one  day  to  restore  it  to  its  former  brilliancy ; 
and,  but  that  decency  forbids  me,  I  could  show  you  the  happy 
effects  of  a  plaister  of  my  composition  upon  a  portion  of  my 
breast."  The  Prince  of  Armenia  entreated  her  not  to  give 
herself  the  trouble  of  showing  him  the  result  of  this  experi- 
ment, assuring  her  that  he  did  not  doubt  for  a  moment  the 
truth  of  what  she  said :  <'  but,"  he  added,  **  we  cannot  dispose 
of  our  hearts,  and  mine  belongs  to  Zeneyda ;  be  pleased, 
therefore,  to  be  contented  with  my  respectful  gratitude." 

**  I  shall  put  it  to  the  proof/'  said  the  cruel  Enchantress, 
with  a  most  ominous  contortion  of  her  features.  *'  Follow  me." 
Whereupon  she  conducted  him  to  the  fatal  cauldron,  which  by 
that  time  was  bubbling  and  boiling  with  its  horrible  contents. 

**  This  vessel,"  she  said,  **  contains  a  philter  which  inspires 
hatred  :  take  a  cupful  of  it,  pronounce  the  name  of  Zeneyda 
as  you  drink  it,  and  you  will  be  cured." 

**  Rather  would  I  pronounce  that  of  the  odious  Alboflede !  " 
exclaimed  the  Prince,  revolted  at  the  proposal. 

The  Enchantress,  furious  that  she  should  be  thus  despised, 
struck  the  cauldron  with  her  wand.  An  enormous  scorpion 
immediately  emerged  from  it,  and  seizing  the  Prince  of  Armenia 
in  his  claws,  carried  him  into  the  cauldron,  nor  could  the 
courage  of  the  most  valorous  Prince  in  the  world  save  him  from 
his  fate. 

Such  was  the  deplorable  end  of  the  young  heir  to  a 
powerful  monarchy,  who,  had  he  lived,  would  have  been  the  idol 
of  his  subjects.  If  the  narrative  of  his  misfortunes  be  enough 
to  excite  pity  in  every  feeling  breast,  imagine  how  much  the 
tender-hearted  Zeneyda  must  have  suffered. 

The  nymph  was  here  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of  a  large 
blue-bottie  into  the  room,  followed  by  two  flies.  The  blue- 
bottle settled  himself  ^uite  unceremoniously  on  the  ear  of  the 
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nymph,  who  was  immediately  sHent,  that  she  might  listen  to 
him.  She  shortly  informed  me  that  Zeneyda  was  coming,  and 
hegged  that  I  would  wait  for  her  arrival.  I  consented  with 
pleasure,  requesting,  howerer,  that  I  might  hear  ^e  conclusion 
of  the  pitiful  story  which  had  been  told  me. 

Well,  said  the  nymph,  listen,  then,  to  the  horrible  cata- 
strophe. The  cruel  AlbofiMe,  when  she  had  thus  caused 
tlie  young  Prince  of  Armenia  to  perish,  thought  her  vengeance 
incomplete  until  his  unfortunate  mistress  had  shared  his  &te. 
Accordingly  she  invited  her  to  inspect  the  effects  of  the  charm, 
and  bade  her  draw  near  the  cauldron,  as  the  philter  of  hatred 
was  prepared,  and  she  must  drink  a  cup  of  it.  Scooping  up  a 
cupful  of  the  horrible  beverage,  she  handed  it  to  the  Princess, 
who  took  it  with  a  trembling  hand,  while  a  secret  repugnance 
drove  the  cup  from  her  lips.  But  as  the  infernal  witch  was 
enjoying  the  diabolical  triumph  of  seeing  her  rival  swallow  a 
cup  of  broth  in  which  her  lover  had  been  stewed,  Roquinet 
suddenly  rushed  in,  barking  and  looking  for  his  master.  Run- 
ning round  the  cauldron,  he  approached  the  Princess,  overturned 
the  cup,  and  with  a  doleftu  cry  leaped  into  the  cauldron.  Zeneyda 
shuddered  with  horror  as  the  suspicion  of  her  misfortune  flashed 
upon  her,  when  she  beheld  the  devotion  of  the  heroic  poodle. 
Albofl^e  was  about  to  f[>rce  her  to  drain  the  fatal  cup,  when 
suddenly  there  arose  a  great  noise;  the  earth  trembled  and  was 
rent  asunder,  and  the  tutelary  deity  of  the  river  emerged  from 
the  crevice,  and  addressing  Albofl^e  in  a  terrible  tone,  said, 
*•■  Never  will  I  permit  such  atrocities  to  be  perpetrated  in  any- 
place over  which  my  power  extends.  I  lent  you  this  island, 
md  I  must  now  purify  it.*'  He  was  armed  with  a  glittering 
sword,  and  seizing  the  sorceress  by  her  one  hair,  "  I  know, "he 
said,  **  that  it  cannot  be  torn  out ;  but  the  head  on  which  it 
grows  can  be  cut  off ;"  and  so  saying,  witfi  a  Wow  of  his  sabre 
h«  brought  it  to  the.  ground.    Zeneyda  had  fisdnted  away,  and 


he  ardefed  vs  to  eondnet  her  to  these  regions  which  yoa  now 
hehold,  and  to  wait  upon  her  with  the  utmost  care  and  atten^- 
tioQ.     The  ehanns  of  her  lovely  person  had  made  the  deepest 
impression  on  the  heart  of  the  deity;  hot  he  respected  her 
misf<»tanes,  and  lefirained  from  making    any   proposals  at 
which  her  modestjr  might  have  taken  offenoe.     This  delicaoy 
a£  eondncty  as  rare  among  gods  as  it  is  among  men,  was 
sensibly  felt  hy  the  hapless  Princess,  and  inaypired  her  with  a 
Sincere  regard  for  the  high-minded  river,  hnt  not  love.     The 
Prince  of  Armenia  had  ezhaosted  all  the  tenderness  and 
a&etioa  of  which  her  nature  was   sosceptihle,   and  hence- 
forth her  soul  was  inaccessible  to  the  tender  passion.     It  was 
to  no  pmrpose,  therefore,  that  the  Qod  of  the  Seine  spent  his 
sighs  at  the  bottom  of  his  deep  cayems.  He  neglected  to  rega* 
late  the  course  of  tiie  stream,  and  it  flowed  m  every  direction, 
iBtEndating  the  meadows,  forming  islands  where  none  existed 
before,  «nd<  sapping  the  foundations  of  bridges,  nor  did  its 
calces  spare  even  mills  and  dykes.     Such  a  state  of  things 
eomld  not  last*    The  god  felt  it  himself,  and  petitioned  the 
Faites  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  resign  his  situation  in  favour 
ef  Ze&eyda.     She  was  aceording^y  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Naiad  of  the  first  class ;  and  we,  sabordinate  nymphs,  attend 
upon  her  with  a  degree  of  zeal  daily  augmented  by  her  kindness, 
but  whieh  can  never  succeed  in  effacing  the  recollectbn  of  her 
misfbrtmies*    As  to  her  predecessor,  the  poor  Biver  God,  he 
gntdually  melted  away  on  his  road  from  Troyes  to  Paris  ;  and 
it  has  been  remarked  that,  from  that  time,  the  inhabitants  of 
ifae  capital  in  the  habit  of  drinking  his  waters  have  become  even 
fdll  more  inclined  to  love  than  f ormeriy. 

At  the  instant  the  nym]^  had  concluded  her  story,  by  one 
of  those  extremdiy  fortunate  coincidences  which  now  only 
oeeur  in  romanees,  the  Goddess  of  the  Seine  entered  the 
apartment* 
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«  Well,"  she  said,  '*now  you  are  acquainted  witH  my  mia- 
fortunes.     Say,  can  I  be  sufficiently  pitied  ?  " 

**  Madam/*  I  replied,  **  never  have  I  heard  of  so  deplorable 
an  adventure  ; — ^the  broth  of — ** 

''  I  entreat  you,"  said  she,  **  do  not  continue,  or  I  shall  die 
from  the  excess  of  my  grief.  It  were  better  that  I  should 
inform  you  to  what  you  are  indebted  for  the  favour  of  being 
adnutted  into  this  palace,  into  which  no  mortal  has  ever  before 
penetrated.  You  bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  unfor- 
tunate Prince  of  Armenia,  and  I  desired  to  learn  from  your 
own  lips  if  you  were  not  related  to  that  illustrious  personage. 
If  you  indeed  belong  to  that  noble  race,  you  can  rely  upon  my 
favours,  and  should  you  weary  of  the  world  I  will  exercise  all 
my  power  to  render  this  watery  abode  agreeable  to  you." 

I  answered  that  my  family  papers  were  in  a  very  disorderly 
state,  and  that,  in  a  space  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred  years,  the 
rats  and  the  lawyers  had  probably  devoured  a  few  bundles  of 
them.  **  But  Princess,**  I  added,  "  why  shotdd  you  trouble 
yourself  about  old  titles,  when  you  possess  a  certain  proof  of 
my  relationship  with  the  house  of  Armenia,  in  the  impression 
produced  on  me  by  your  charms,  and  which  is  as  deep  as  that 
which  Tigranus  received  from  them." 

This  piece  of  gallantry  caused  a  slight  smile  to  wander  over 
the  lips  of  the  fair  mourner.  There  has  yet  been  discovered 
no  pain  sufficiently  excruciating  to  counterbalance  the  effects 
produced  upon  ladies  by  being  told  that  they  are  beloved,  and 
of  all  modes  of  consolation  it  is  perhaps  the  most  efficacious. 
However  this  may  be,  Zeneyda,  persuaded  that  we  were 
related,  said,  affectionately,  *'  Cousin,  you  must  at  least  make 
a  short  stay  with  me.  This  palace  is  a  mere  barrack  compared 
to  my  habitual  residence,  which  is  situated  beneath  the  river ; 
but  don't  be  alarmed  ;  these  young  ladies,"  she  said,  pointing 
to  the  nymphs,  "  will  make  you  undergo  a  slight  preparation^ 
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which  will  enable  yoa  to  follow  me."  As  I  was  making  a  bow, 
in  token  of  acquiescenee,  I  felt  my  face  inundated  with  drops  of 
water,  which  the  three  nymphs,  the  fair,  the  dark,  and  the 
golden-haired  one,  were  amusing  themselyes  throwing  at  me 
from  a  bowl  of  mother-o'-pearl.  I  put  up  with  the  joke  good- 
hmnouredly  enough,  but  I  thought  it  was  going  too  far  when 
a  couple  of  Cupids  joined  the  party  with  their  golden  watering- 
pots.  I  was  soaked  through,  and  insisted  on  making  my  escape 
from  this  aquatic  abode  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  Zeneyda 
and  her  nymphs  to  detain  me  ;  my  struggles  were  so  violent 
that  I  awoke  and  found  myself  lying  in  the  middle  of  a  meadow 
on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  steeped  in  water.  A  violent  shower, 
which  still  continued,  had  surprised  me  in  the  midst  of  my 
dream.  I  rubbed  my  eyes  and  returned  with  all  haste  to  the 
terrace  at  St.  Germain.  It  is  certainly  possible  to  be  as  wet 
as  I  was,  but  utterly  impossible  to  be  more  so.  My  clothes 
were  wet  through,  and  my  peruke  was  in  a  really  deplorable 
condition.  A«  for  myself,  I  caught  a  violent  cold,  and  am  still 
coughing  while  I  write  this. 

Thru  in  tbe  realms  of  fiiiry  land, 

I  love  *mid  elves  and  sprites  to  roam^ 

And  ever  leave  the  joyous  band 

With  downcast  heart  to  hie  me  home. 

Too  well  I  know  a  dreary  host 

Of  bores  and  bored  in  dulness  vieing, 

Of  upstarts  not  too  proud  to  boast, 

And  envious  fools  true  worth  decrj'ing, 

Alas !  is  all  the  social  cheer 

Reality  can  o£fer  here. 

Where  truth  in  guise  so  sad  is  seen, 

It  serves  but  to  engender  spleen,  , 

And  wisdom  from  all  grave  concerns 

In  self  despite  to  folly  turns. 
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NIGHT  THE  LABT« 

The  T)eaatiful  and  unfortunate  Sch^erazade  had,  with  the 
conclusion  of  this  history,  terminated  the  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-ninth  night  since  her  marriage ;  and  the  Sultan,  faithfid 
to  his  prudent  custom,  had  risen  before  dsyhreak,  in  order  t» 
betake  himself  to  his  council  before  the  arriyal  of  his  ministers. 

As  soon  as  he  had  departed,  Dinarzade,  who  although  some- 
what hasty,  was  the  best-hearted  creature  in  the  world,  thus 
addressed  tiie  Sultana : — 

'*  Tou  may  say  what  you  will,  sbter,  but  you  must  be  the 
greatest  ninny  in  the  uniyerse, — ^with  ail  doe  deference  be  it  said 
to  your  rank,  your  learning,  and  your  wonderful  memory, — to 
haye  taken  it  into  your  head  to  unite  yourself  with  a  dolt  of  an 
emperor,  who  for  the  last  two  years  that  you  haye  been  telling 
him  stories  has  done  nothing  but  listen  to  them  ;  stories;  too, 
that  but  for  your  liyely  and  pleasant  manner  of  telling  them, 
would  positiyely  be  nothing  at  all.  Neyertheless,  here  you  are 
at  the  end  of  your  budget,  and  consequently  yery  near  the  end 
of  your  days.  The  story  which  you  have  just  related  tc^him  is 
such  a  wretched  affair  that  he  did  nothmg  but  yawn,  and  I 
with  him,  during  the  whole  time  it  lasted.  My  patience  in 
keeping  you  company  so  long,  must  afford  a  satisfactory  proof 
of  my  regard  for  you,  but  I  can  endure  no  more,  and  you  will 
allow  me  to  absent  myself  to-night,  as  I  must  giye  audience  to 
the  Prince  of  Trebizond,  who,  at  least  if  he  find  my  company 
dull,  will  not  cut  off  my  head  for  allowing  the  night  to  pass 
without  telling  him  a  story.  I  adyise  you,  therefore,  to  amuse 
your  simpleton  of  a  husband  with  that  of  the  Pyramid  and  the 
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Golden  Horse,  which  is  worth  all  those  you  haye  as  yet  told 
him  together.  I  shall  not  fail  to  be  here  the  next  day,  and  as 
soon  as  the  Sultan  is  in  bed,  before  you  get  in  yourself,  throw 
yourself  down  on  your  knees,  feign  to  be  suddenly  indisposed, 
and  humbly  entreat  the  brute  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  allow 
me  to  entertain  him  in  your  place  for  the  last  time  ;  be  parti- 
cular to  insist  on  the  last  time,  as  you  only  demand  this  farour 
€m  eondition  that  if  the  story  I  shall  tell  him  be  not  more 
extraordinary  than  all  you  have  related,  he  may  have  you 
strangled  at  once,  the  first  thing  in  the  morning  ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  he  interrupt  me  before  the  end  of  my  story, 
he  is  to  grant  you  your  life.  I  think  he  will  not  refuse  these 
^sonditions ;  for  you  know  he  is  so  attentive,  whatever  trash  one 
Tm  telling  him,  that  he  has  never  interrupted  you  once  in  any  of 
yoHT  stories." 

This  compact  would  have  alarmed  any  one  else  ;  but  the 
marveUouB  Scheherazade,  whom  the  study  of  philosophy  had 
taught  to  despise  death,  at  once  consented  to  it. 

Accordingly,  during  the  last  of  the  thousand  nights,  she 
aanused  her  lord  with  the  story  of  the  Golden  Horse  and  the 
Pyramid ;  and  on  that  >vhich  followed,  when  the  Sultan  had 
got  into  bed,  and  she  had  obtained  permission  for  her  sister  to 
«peak,  on  the  terms  we  have  already  mentioned,  the  prudent 
Dinarzade,  having  made  the  Prince  put  his  signature  to  them, 
commenced  her  story  as  follows  : — 

**  Most  illustrious,  most  religious,  and  most  merciful  Emperor, 
Vho,  hearkening  only  to  the  laws  of  justice  and  to  the  dictates 
of  your  natural  benevolence,  do  strangle,  in  hatred  of  your  first 
^irife^  all  her  successors,  and  who,  nobly  incensed  at  the  number 
ef  negroes  and  muleteers  employed  in  the  service  of  that  Em- 
press of  blessed  memory,  sacrifice  so  many  innocent  beauties  to 
Ae  memory  of  one  guilty  one,— what  would  you  say,  sire,— 
you  who  have  the  reputation  of  the  most  discreet  of  princes,  and 
whose  ministers  are  the  most  impenetrable  of  all  ministers, — : 
what  would  you  say  to  your  slave,  if  she  could  inform  you  of 
what  this  day  has  taken  place  in  your  council  ?  " 

**  Pooh-pooh !  "  said  the  Sultan. 

"  Precisely  so,"  continued  Dinarzade,  *'  and  that  you  shall 
shortly  see  by  this  story;  listen  attentively,  and  above  all, 
vemember  your  promise.** 
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STORY  OP  MAY-FLOWER. 

Two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  miles  hence  is  a 
country  called  Cashmere,  the  most  heautiful  of  all  heautifiil 
countries.  Here  once  reigned  a  Caliph  ;  this  Caliph  had  a 
daughter,  and  this  daughter  a  face  ;  hut  many  a  time  did 
people  wish  that  she  had  neyer  had  one.  Up  to  the  age 
of  fifteen,  it  was  just  possible  to  endure  her  beauty ;  but 
after  that,  nobody  could  stand  it  at  all.  Her  mouth  was  the 
loveliest  in  the  world  ;  her  nose  a  complete  master-piece  ;  and 
as  for  her  complexion  it  made  the  lilies  of  Cashmere,  which 
are  much  whiter  than  ours,  look  quite  dirty ;  and  beside  the 
delicate  carnation  of  her  cheeks  the  new-blown  rose  appeared 
like  a  presumptuous  little  minx. 

Her  forehead  was  unique  of  its  kind,  both  for  form  and  bril- 
liancy ;  its  whiteness  was  relieved  by  a  peak  formed  by  her  hair, 
which  was  much  blacker  and  much  more  brilliant  than  jet,  and 
it  was  on  this  account  that  she  was  called  "  Radiant."  The  out- 
line of  her  face  seemed  to  have  been  expressly  made  to  contain 
such  an  assemblage  of  marvels  ;  but  her  eyes  spoilt  all. 

Nobody  had  ever  been  able  to  look  at  them  long  enougli  to 
tell  their  colour,  for  if  any  one  encountered  her  glance  it  was 
as  though  he  had  been  struck  by  lightning. 

When  she  was  eight  years  old  the  Caliph,  her  father,  was 
accustomed  to  have  her  brought  before  him,  that  he  might  con- 
template himself  in  his  handiwork,  and  also  to  afford  his 
courtiers  an  opportunity  of  uttering  a  quantity  of  trash  in  praise 
of  her  young  charms  ;  for  even  at  that  early  stage  the  candles 
used  to  be  put  out  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  nor  was  any 
other  light  wanted  than  that  which  her  little  eyes  gave  out. 
All  this,  however,  was  mere  child  *s  play ;  but  matters  grew 
beyond  a  joke  when  her  eyes  obtained  their  full  degree  of 
lustre. 

One  by  one,  all  the  youth,  the  prime  and  flower  of  the  courts 
perished  miserably  from  their  effects  ;  and  not  a  day  passed 
but  two  or  three  of  your  conceited  jackanapes  who  think,  when 
they  see  a  pair  of  fine  eyes,  they  have  but  to  ogle  them,  were 
laid  in  the  earth.     For  when  it  was  a  man  who  gazed  on 
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her,  the  fire  of  her  eyes  shot  suddenly  to  the  bottom  of  his 
heart*  and  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  he  expired,  gently 
murmuring  her  name,  and  humbly  thanking  those  beautiful 
eyes  for  having  dealt  him  so  sweet  and  glorious  a  death. 

With  the  fair  sex  matters  took  a  different  turn.  Those  who 
came  under  her  glances  at  some  distance  only,  escaped  with  a 
dimness  and  con&sion  of  ught  from  which  they  ncTer  recovered 
to  the  end  of  their  lives  ;  while  those  who  were  in  immediate 
attendance  upon  her  person  paid  a  somewhat  dearer  price  for  the 
distinction  :  her  ladies  of  the  wardrobe,  four  maids  of  honour^ 
and  an  old  lady,  their  governess,  were  stone  blind. 

The  grandees  of  the  kingdom,  who  beheld  the  hope  of  their 
families  extinguished  in  the  blaze  of  this  fatal  effulgence, 
supplicated  the  Caliph  to  employ  some  remedy  against  a 
calamity  which  deprived  their  daughters  of  light  and  their  sons 
of  life. 

Accordingly,  the  Caliph  summoned  together  his  council,^to 
consult  as  to  what  was  to  be  done.  The  Caliph's  seneschal  pre- 
sided over  the  assembly,  the  Caliph's  seneschal  being  the  most 
consummate  dunderhead  who  was  ever  known  to  premde  over 
that  or  any  other  assembly.  It  was  indeed  for  this  and  no  other 
quality  that  the  Caliph  had  selected  him  his  prime  miniftter. 

On  the  matter  coming  into  discussion,  opinions  were  divided. 

Some  were  for  putting  Radiant  into  a  convent,  maintaining 
that  there  would  be  no  great  harm  in  a  score  or  so  of  ancient 
nuns,  and  their  abbess,  losing  their  sight  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state  ;  others  urged  that  a  state-warrant  should  be  issued  sum-, 
moning  her  eyes  to  close  forthwith  until  further  command ; 
while  some  proposed  to  put  her  eyes  out  so  skilfully  that  she 
should  fed  no  pain,  and  offered  themselves  to  furnish  the  secret. 

The  Caliph,  who  loved  his  daughter  dearly,  found  none  of 
these  proposals  to  his  taste.  The  seneschal  perceived  this  :  he 
had  been  crying  his  eyes  out  for  an  hour  past,  and  commencing 
his  harangue  before  he  had  wiped  his  eyes,— 

"  I  was  mourning,  sire,"  said  he,  *'  the  death  of  the  count, 
my  unfortunate  son,  a  gentleman  wearing  a  sword,  but  which 
availed  him  nothing  against  the  glances  of  the  princess ;  he  was 
buried  yesterday ;  so  let  us  say  no  more  about  it.  To-day 
your  majesty  requires  my  services,  and  I  must  sink  the  father 
in  the  seneschal. 
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"  My  grief  iia»  not  prevviiieid  me  ifram  listening^  to  the  adviee' 
wliich  has  been  offered  to  yoo,  and  I  tniat  the  eon^aay  will 
not  be  offended  if  I  dedsre  what  has  hitherto  been  propoeed  to 
be  altogether  absoixt.     Here  is  mine. 

"  I  have  had  for  some  time  past  in  mj  serrice  an  eqneixy  ; 
I  neither  know  where  he  comes  from,  nor  who  he  is  ;  but  this  I 
know  well,  that  nnce  I  have  had  him  mj  household  affiurs 
hare  ceased  to  trouble  me ;  he  is  a  devil  and  knows  everything; 
and  although  I  hare  the  honour  to  be  your  seneschal,  I  am  Irat 
a  fool  to  him ;  a  fact  of  which  my  wile  in&nns  me  erezy  day 
of  my  life. 

'<  Now  if  your  majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  con- 
sult him  upon  so  dilBicult  a  matter  as  the  present,  I  am  per- 
suaded the  result  would  be  to  your  satisfaction." 

*'  Most  willingly^  worthy  seneschal,''  siud  the  Galley  ^  will  I 
do  so,  especially  as  I  am  curious  to  behold  a  man  who  h, 
deyerer  than  yourself.** 

He  was  accordingly  summoned  to  attend  ^  but  he  aent  wofd 
liiat  he  would  not  come  untfl  the  Princess  with  her  beautifiil 
eyes  were  safdy  locked  up. 

"  There,  sire  !  **  said  the  seneschal,  **  was  I  not  right,  your 
Highness  ?  *' 

'  <<  Ho !  ho !  **  said  the  Caliph,  <<  he  is  a  sharp  fellow  indeed  ; 
but  let  him  come,  he  shall  not  see  my  daughter.** 

He  was  not  long  coming  ;  he  was  neither  well  n<n*  ill  looking, 
but  there  was  something  agreeable  in  his  manners,  and  a»^  cer- 
tain air  of  acuteness  in  his  features. 

''  Speak  to  him  boldly,  your  Highness,'*  said  the  seneschal  i 
"he  understands  all  manner  of  languages.'*  The  Caliph  who 
could  only  talk  his  own,- and  that  not  very  elegantly,  after  paunng 
some  time,  trying  to  &id  something  very  derer  to  say, — 

**  What 's  your  name,  friend  ?  '*  said  he, — 

"  Pooh-pooh !  "  Implied  the  other* 

**  Pooh-pooh  !  **  repeated  the  Caliph» 

*'  Pooh-pooh !  **  echoed  the  council. 

"  Pooh-pooh  f  **  said  the  seneschaL 

*'I  asked  you  friend,'*  sud  the  Caliph,  <'to  tell  me  your. 


Uame.' 


it 
«< 


I  know  you  did,  sire,**  was  the  answer. 
Well  ?  "  said  the  CaUph. 
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^  Pooh-pooh  !  '^  said  the  other,  making  a  profound  bow. 

"  And  why  do  yoa  call  yourself  Pooh-pooh  ?  " 

**  Because  it  is  not  my  name.*' 

**  How  so,"  said  iho  Caliph. 

**  Because  I  left  my  own  name  to  take  to  this,  and  so  I  call 
oiyself  Pooh-pooh,  though  it  is  not  my  name/' 

**  Nothing  can  he  plainer  than  that, ' '  said  the  Caliph,  <  <  and  yet 
it  would  have  taken  me  more  than  a  month  to  find  it  out/' 
**Well,  Pooh-pooh,  what  is  to  be  done  with  our  daughter.'' 

**  What  you  please,"  your  Highness. 

«  So ! "  said  the  Caliph,  "  and  what  then  ?  " 

**  What  ever  your  Highness  pleases,"  still  replied  Pooh-pooh* 

*'  Well,  to  cut  the  matter  short,"  said  the  Caliph,  *'  my  sene- 
schal, here,  inyited  me  to  eonsulty  ou  respecting  the  unfortunato 
property  she  possesses  of  killing  or  blinding  all  that  look  upon 
her." 

•*  Sire,"  said  Pooh-pooh,— ^ 

Blame,  not  on  her,  but  an  the  gods  be  laid, 
Who  vAikk  tucb  beauty  have  endow*d  the  mai4« 

But  if  it  be  a  misfortune  to  be  blest  with  a  beautiful  pair  of 
eyes,  this,  in  my  humble  opinion, .  is  what  must  be  done  to 
remedy  it.  The  magician  Serena  knows  all  the  secrets  of 
nature  ;  send  her  a  trifling  present  of  a  million  or  two,  and  if 
die  oan  give  you  no  remedy  for  the  eyes  of  the  Princess,  why 
yon  may  make  up  yow  mind  that  there  is  none.  Meanwhile  I 
should  be  inclined  to  try  the  effect  of  a  head-dress,  made  en- 
tirely of  himdsome  green  stuff,  in  which  the  Princess's  hair 
should  be  confined ;  for  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  its 
bnUianey,  joined  to  that  of  her  eyes,  is  not  partly,  the  cause 
that  her  glances  are  so  dangerous  ;  and  in  order  to  raise  all 
obstacles,  I  myself,  if  your  Majesty  approve  of  it,  will  con^ 
suit  the  magician  on  your  behalf,  as  I  am  acquainted  with  tbe 
place  of  her  abode." 

The  Caliph  very  strongly  approved  of  it.  Pooh-pooh  waa 
intrusted  with  a  purse  full  of  brilliant  diamonds,  and  half  a 
bushel  of  laige  pearls  for  Serena,  and  started  off  forthwith  in 
spite  tdTdie  aeaesehar^  wife,  who  was  sadly  affected  at  parting 

im^hnisi* 
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He  was  a  whole  month  on  his  journey,  during  which  time 
Badiant's  eyes  did  more  mischief  than  ever.  She  had  nei^er 
been  able  to  make  up  her  mind  to  the  green  head-dress  ;  not 
but  that  it  would  certainly  have  somewhat  diminished  the 
brightness  of  her  eyes,  but  it  had  communicated  a  slight  tint 
to  her  complexion,  which  so  exasperated  her  that  she  tore  it 
off  and  threw  it  at  the  head  of  her  lady  of  the  wardrobe,  and 
ever  since,  her  eyes  had  become  more  terrible  than  ever. 

The  Caliph  was  haying  prayers  offered  up  and  daily  processions^ 
made,  in  the  hopes  that  Heayen  might  be  moved  either  to  look 
down  with  pity  upon  his  poor  people,  or  prevent  his  daughter 
from  looking  at  them,  when  Pooh-pooh  returned  ;  and  thus 
did  he  address  the  Caliph  and  his  council  assembled  : — 

*^  Sire,  the  magician  Serena  presents  her  compliments  to^ 
your  Highness,  and  is  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  present, 
which  she  cannot  accept.  She  possesses  the  secret,  she  says, 
of  rendering  the  Princess's  eyes  as  perfectly  harmless  as  are 
those  of  your  Majesty,  and  that  without  injuring  their  brightness; 
but  you  must  furnish  her  with  four  things." 

"  Four  !  "  said  the  Caliph ;  "  four  hundred,  if  she  will." 

"  Softly,  sire,  so  please  you,"  said  Pooh-pooh.  "  The  first  of 
these  things  is  the  portrait  of  Radiant,  the  second  May-flower, 
the  next  the  Luminous  Hat,  and  the  last.  Jingle,  the  mare." 

"  What  the  devil  is  all  that  ?  "  cried  the  Caliph. 

"  Sire,  with  your  permission  I  will  inform  you.  Serena  has 
a  sister  who  is  called  Dentata,  and  who  is  almost  as  learned 
as  herself ;  but  as  her  skill  is  only  available  for  evil  purposes 
she  is  merely  a  sorceress,  whereas  the  other  is  an  honest, 
well-intentioned  magician.  The  sorceress  carried  off  Serena's 
daughter  when  quite  a  child,  and  now  that  she  is  grown  up, 
torments  her  night  and  day  to  make  her  marry  a  little  monster 
of  a  son  of  hers.  She  it  is  who  is  called  May-flower,  and  is  in 
the  power  of  the  sorceress.  Besides  this,  she  possesses  a  hat 
with  so  many  diamonds  in  it,  and  those  diamonds  are  so  won- 
derfully bright,  that  they  throw  out  as  much  light  as  the  sun. 
Over  and  above  all  this  she  has  also  a  mare,  with  a  little  golden 
bell  at  the  end  of  every  hair  on  her  body,  and  they  give  out  such 
harmonious  sounds  that  whenever  the  mare  moves,  the  most 
ravishing  music  is  heard.  These,  sire,  are  the  four  things 
demanded  of  you  by  Serena,  who  cautions  you  at  the  sametimd 
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ihat  whoever  shall  undertake  to  carry  them  off  from  Bentata,  it 
will  be  almost  impossible  for  him  not  to  fall  into  her  hands,  and 
once  there  no  power  on  earth  can  get  him  out  again. " 

The  Caliph  and  his  council  all  fell  a-crjing  at  finding  the  con- 
ditions so  hard,  thej  could  hope  for  no  remedy  against  their 
misfortunes.  Pooh-pooh  was  quite  affected  at  the  scene,  and 
addressing  himself  to  the  Caliph, — 

"  Sire,"  said  he,  "I  am  acquainted  with  a  man  who  could 
furnish  you  with  the  first  item  of  the  demand^  if  he  chose  to 
undertake  it«'* 

"  What !  "  said  the  Caliph,  "paint  my  daughter  !  And  who 
is  the  madman  bold  enough  to  undertake  an  impossibility  ?  " 

"  Pooh-pooh,"  replied  the  other. 

*'  Pooh-pooh  !  "  said  the  Caliph. 
Pooh-pooh!  "  said  the  seneschal  and  all  the  council ;  and 

Pooh-pooh !  *'  echoed  all  the  little  raggamuffins  playing  about 
the  palace. 

*'  Sire,"  said  the  seneschal^  <'  if  he  undertakes  it,  he  is  sure 
to  do  it." 

"And  suppose  he  should,"  said  the  Caliph,  "who  is  to 
undertake  the  rest  ?  " 

"  I,"  said  the  rash  Pooh-pooh ;  "  but  upon  condition,  that 
"when  my  name  happens  to  come  up  in  the  course  of  conversa- 
-tion,  people  shall  leave  it  unmolested,  and  not  bandy  it  about 
from  one  to  the  other  like  so  many  echoes  ;  and  that  when  the 
Princess  shall  be  in  the  condition  you  wish,  she  shall  be  free  to 
choose  whom  she  likes  for  a  husband." 

The  Caliph  pledged  his  word  to  it,  and  the  seneschal,  who 
was  fond  of  work,  made  out  the  letters  patent  for  him. 

Every  one  was  puzzled  to  know  how  he  would  set  about 
painting  a  face  which  nobody  could  look  upon  without  dying. 
The  mystery  was  soon  cleared  up.  He  was  a  man  who  had 
travelled  a  great  deal,  and  among  the  curious  obseivations 
he  had  made  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  each  country, 
he  found  that  in  the  country  of  eclipses  the  inhabitants^ 
by  tinging  a  piece  of  glass  with  some  dark  colour,  were 
enabled  to  look  upon  the  sun  with  impunity.  Adopting  this 
idea,  he  made  himself  a  pair  of  spectacles  of  the  darkest  green, 
and,  having  tried  them  on  the  sun  at  full  noon,  proceeded 
straight  to  Radiant  with  the  necessary  implements  for  paintmg. 
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Altibougb  he  did  not  make  it  his  prolMwioii,  no  ene  excelled 
Idm  in  this  art.  His  taste  in  all  respects  was  of  the  most 
refined  delicacy,  and  no  one  was  a  better  judge  of  beauty; 
neyertbeless  that  of  the  Princess  Radiant  did  not  make  sach 
inroads  in  his  heart  as  he  had  imagined.  Her  shape  was  less 
perfect  than  her  face,  and  this  for  some  time  preswved  him; 
but  be  was  obliged  to  give  in  at  last,  and  then  it  was  that  he 
put  forth  all  his  wit  to  please  her.  She  was  not  insendble  to 
the  praises  he  bestowed  upon  her  beauty,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  under  pretext  of  beguiling  her  weariness  during  an  occu- 
pation which  generally  oppresses  even  the  most  vivacious  spirits, 
he  told  a  number  of  pleasant  stories  about  his  travels,  which 
amused  her  so  much  that  she  would  willingly  have  listened  to 
them  all  her  life.  Nor  did  the  absence  of  any  great  personal 
irecommendations  on  his  part  prevent  his  wit  from  producing  the 
same  effects  as  if  he  had  been  the  handsomest  man  in  the  world. 
So  she  fell  in  love  with  him,  and  was  quite  distressed  that  the 
picture  was  so  soon  finished,  but  she  was  much  more  so  when 
he  was  obliged  to  set  off  upon  such  a  perilous  adventure  as  thiife 
•which  he  had  undertaken. 

When  he  was  goiog  she  told  him  that,  in  expoung  hineuKdf 
for  her,  he  was  working  for  himself,  for  that  if  he  sucoeeded 
she  would  then  be  allowed  to  choose  a  husband  for  herself,  but 
if  he  failed  she  was  determined  nev^  to  choose  one  at  all.  For 
in  those  days,  when  a  fair  lady  felt  that  she  had  lost  her  heai:l» 
she  never  hesitated  a  moment  to  declare  her  passion,  and 
princesses  were  just  as  eager  in  doing  so  as  anybody  else. 
Pooh-pooh  threw  himself  down  at  her  feet  at  least  a  dozen 
times,  in  order  to  prove  to  her  that  he  was  transported  beyond 
himself;  but  in  his  own  mind  he  was  quite  astonished  to  find 
his  heart  so  little  affected  by  ihe  happiness  which  had  befallen 
him,  for  he  could  not  but  feel  that  he  did  not  love  her  so  mudi 
as  he  pretended. 

The  portrait  of  Radiant  was  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
court,  and  so  life-like  was  the  painting  that  it  was  difficult  to 
sustain  her  looks,  although  only  in  a  picture.  Pooh-pooh  dis- 
covered jto  ^e  Caliph  the  secret  he  had  ^^xiployed  in  order  to 
paint  his  daughter,  and  left  him  his  spectacles  that  he  might 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her  now  and  then.  He  recom- 
mended him  at  the  same  time  not  to  use  them  too  often.  Jar 
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fettr  of  aeeiieiits ;  biit  tbe  Calipli  negleetod  Us  lulvioe,  and 
repented  it. 

.  In  order  to  foeOitate  the  exeeutien  of  hii  enterprise,  he  was 
^ffiared  money  and  evoi  troq>s,  but  he  refused  both,  and,  com- 
mending himself  only  to  f<»rtune,  set  out  on  his  joomey  with  no 
otiiv  assistanee  thiA  his  own  ooorage  and  ingennitj. 

So  long  as.  he  was  slall  within  the  oonftaes  of  Cashmere, 
nothing  but  a  succession  of  pleasures  attended  his  path. 
flowers  sprang  up  benei^  his  steps;  peaches  and  figs  fell 
into  his  month  whenevw  he  lifted  up  his  head ;  melons  of  Ihe 
-rarest  quality  presented  themselyes  on  every  side,  and  a  per- 
petual spring  imparted  a  gentle  warmth  to  the  air  and  serenity 
to  the  sky.  Wheoaver  he  felt  inclined  for  repose,  a  rast 
orange-groYe,  stretching  bende  a  pm'ling  stream,  immediately 
isSered  its  cool  and  delicious  shade,  while  the  birds  lulled  him  to 
sleep  with  the  most  enchanting  melodies ;  for  there  was  not  a 
fliBgle  nightangale  in  the  whole  kingdom  that  was  not  a  thorough 
muncian,  and  not  even  a  hedge-spurow  but  could  sing  at 
s^ht.  But,  as  soon  as  he  had  crossed  ihe  mountains  by  which 
lliis  delightful  coimtEy  is  bounded  on  eyery  side,  he  met  with 
notlmig  but  wild  deserts,  and  forests  full  of  animals  so  fierce 
that  tigers  and  leopards  were  pet  lambs  in  comparison. 

Nevertheless  it  was  impossible  to  reach  the  abode  of  Dentata 
without  crossing  the  forests ;  and  as  though  these  horrid 
brutes  had  been  aware  of  his  design,  instead  of  taking  the 
trouble  of  coming  to  meet  him,  th^  quietly  dispersed  &em- 
selves  in  different  directions.  Three  hydras,  ten  rhinoceroses, 
and  some  half  dozen  griffins  posted  themselves  directly  in  his 
'path.  He  was  well  versed  in  the  art  of  war ;  so  that,  after 
reconnoitrmg  the  sort  of  aspect  they  presented,  he  was  able 
to  form  a  tolerably  correct  notion  of  their  intentions ;  and, 
-fin^^g  the  match  was  not  an  equal  one,  he  had  recourse  to 
stratagem. 

He  waited  quietly  iaSL  nightfall,  keeping  a  careful  watch 
round  about  his  camp ;  and  at  about  the  second  watch,  he 
made  up  a  faggot  of  all  the  driest  sticks  he  could  collect,  and 
having  set  fire  to  it  willi  a  flint  lock,  stuck  it  on  the  top  of  a 
long  pole,  and  marched  stnught  upon  the  enemy.  He  felt  he 
was  not  sufficiently  in  love  to  invoke  the  name  of  the  fair 
■Radiant;  and  so^  without  commending  himself  to  his  divinity,  the 
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doughty  Pooh-pooh  rushed  headlong   into  the  most  perilous 
adventure  that  was  ever  attempted. 

There  is  not  a  wild  beast  living  that  can  stand  against  a 
good  blaze  of  fire  ;  and  as  soon  as  these  caught  sight  of  the 
burning  faggot,  they  were  considerably  shaken  in  their  resolu- 
tion ;  perceiving  which,  he  set  up  a  loud  halloo,  and  having 
dispersed  them,  found  himself  out  of  the  wood  just  as  the  day 
was  breaking. 

Although  sadly  in  want  of  rest,  he  was  afraid  to  trust  himself 
to  repose  in  the  neighbourhood  of  so  dangerous  a  place.  The 
sun  was  rising,  and  its  first  beams  caused  him  to  discover  some* 
thing  shining  in  the  midst  of  a  small  path  ;  this  path  he  fol- 
lowed, and  having  walked  for  a  long  time  in  the  direction  of 
the  object,  he  found  that  it  always  appeared  exactly  at  the  same 
distance  as  before.  Mortified  and  weary,  he  was  fain  at  last  to 
sit  down ;  but  no  sooner  was  he  on  the  grass,  than  what  he  had 
beheld  rose  up  into  the  air,  and  presently  the  most  beautiful 
bird  ever  seen  came  and  perched  upon  a  bush  within  four  steps 
of  him.  The  feathers  of  his  wings  were  gold  and  azure,  and 
the  rest  of  his  body  white  and  fii^e-colour  ;  his  beak  and  talons 
were  of  gold,  and,  except  that  he  was  rather  larger,  his 
appearance  resembled  that  of  a  parrot. 

Pooh-pooh  examined  him  attentively,  and  was  delighted  with 
his  beauty.  Urged  by  something  more  than  curiosity,  he 
would  have  approached  it,  but  feared  that  it  would  fly  away. 

The  parrot,  however,  seemed  to  entertain  no  such  intentions; 
for,  after  searching  for  some  time  in  the  bush,  he  drew  from  it 
a  little  bag,  which  he  laid  on  the  ground,  and  after  very 
dexterously  untying  it,  took  from  it  a  pinch  or  two  of  salt, 
which  he  scattered  with  his  feet,  pecking  it  up  afterwards  with 
his  beak« 

**  Polly!  my  sweetheart,"  said  Pooh-pooh,  *'  don't  eat  that, 
it  will  do  you  harm."  But  the  parrot  burst  out  into  a  loud  fit 
of  laughter,  looking  at  him,  however,  very  gravely.  **  Gracious 
heaven!"  said  the  other,  "what  an  amiable  parrot!  Bat 
what  am  I  saying  ?  a  parrot! — a  phoenix  I  should  say," 

'<  Pooh-pooh!"  said  the  parrot;  and  awi^  he  flew. 

When  he  was  out  of  sight.  Pooh-pooh  picked  up  the  bag  of 
salt,  and  continued  his  journey  along  the  path  which  he  had 
taken*     He  was  in  hopes  that,  as  he  was  carrying  off  its  food, 
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the  bird  might  come  back  to  him.  '*  I  can*t  understand/'  said 
he,  '*  what  can  have  frightened  it  away.  But  how  is  it  that 
whenever  the  name  of  Pooh-pooh  is  pronounced,  eyen  the  very 
birds  cannot  help  immediately  repeating  it  ?  This  one,  howeyer> 
repeated  it  of  himself. .  What  induced  me  to  take  such  a  name 
and  abandon  my  own  ?  Was  it  on  account  of  the  adyenture  of 
the  magpies?  But  no  one  would  belieye  me  if  I  were  to  tell 
the  story  all  my  life,  and  I  scarcely  know  whether  to  beliere  it 
myself  who  saw  it  with  my  own  eyes." 

He  continued  walking  the  greater  part  of  the  day  through  a 
barren  and  uninhabited  country,  diverting  himself  with  a  thou- 
sand different  thoughts,  in  which  Radiant  was  frequently  mixed 
up.  But  she  did  not  occupy  his  thoughts  to  the  extent  of 
becoming  the  subject  of  those  long  and  agreeable  reveries  in 
which  those  who  are  passionately  enamoured  delight  to  lose 
themselves,  building  up  splendid  castles  in  the  air  where  the 
imagination  is  much  more  magnificently  accommodated  than 
ever  were  common  sense  and  plodding  reason. 

Night  was  approaching,  and  he  was  exhausted  with  hunger 
and  fatigue,  when,  looking  about  him  on  every  side,  he  caught 
sight  of  a  miserable  hut  ensconced  in  the  midst  of  bushes  and 
bramblewood.  There  he  found  an  old  man  and  his  wife» 
together  with  every  prospect  of  a  wretched  repast  and  a  com- 
fortless lodging ;  but  his  mind  being  intent  on  other  things 
than  luxury  and  good  cheer,  he  determined  to  pass  the  night 
there.  He  was  well  received,  for  he  gave  them  more  money 
than  would  have  sufficed  to  buy  up  the  whole  house.  The  son 
of  the  old  people  made  his  appearance  soon  after,  as  dilapidated 
a  young  gentleman  as  was  ever  seen. 

He  brought  home  a  couple  of  half-starved  goats,  who  joined 
the  company,  there  beiug  no  other  apartment  for  them.  From 
these  poor  people  Pooh-pooh  obtained  all  the  light  he  could 
relative  to  the  enterprise  upon  which  he  was  bound.  As  soon 
as  daylight  appeared,  having  changed  dresses  with  the  son,  he 
covered  over  half  his  face  with  a  large  plaister,  bought  the 
goats,  and  not  forgetting  to  take  his  bag  of  salt,  set  out  on  his 
expedition.  He  turned  his  steps  towards  the  place  from  whence, 
or  thereabout,  he  was  told  the  palace  of  the  sorceress  could  be 
descried  ;  but  his  hosts  advised  him  not  to  venture  there  unless 
his  business  was  very  particular. 
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He  lad  aot  pfwtcdcd  fiv  bcfae  lie  Wid 
Imbmubj,  iHdcii  leeoM  more  aad 
keappraMked.    Ha  wm  Bothwg  gm«iiy  wiwit 
^k;  aad  iCffl  dfiTiBg  Hm  goate  bdiore  Ub,  lAik  lie 
observed  afl  Aai  was  in  Hia  neigliboariiood,  lie  halted  i 
ggeve^  throag^  iHdcii  a  fJee Miif  liyalet  patmed  ito 

The  fkanage  of  oo  deageroaa  a  piece,  aad  die 
periloae  aad  duabtfal  adweuUBe,  iaspired  Inai  widi 
tiont ;   MTe  these  refleetioney  aad  oone  fittle 
ini|Mied  hioi  with  aodii^  gJsfi     mfitlwi  £nrf  ai 

He  never  ecMod  to  ejamhrffi — 


«He  fiho  4ares  sot  acUer*  ihodd  90C  dsR  to 
Aad  thoagh  fi«M  the  stng^  I  aei 
Tbtae  *■  a,  g^orj  in  timing  fiur  Baifant  to 
Glorj  even  in  losing  m  lorel  j  a.  prae.'" 

And  sgBin: 

«  Tboogh  dendi  may  deatroy  all  tlie  frnd  liopea  I  dieiirii. 
In  a  noUer  endamor  no  nMvrtal  conld 


While  he  wm  thus  fortifying  himself  widi  reeoOeetioDs  of 
operatie  heroisai,  he  hdidd  advaaeing  towaida  Imn  a  persoa 
idio  engrossed  his  whole  attention.  Fram  the  freshness  of  har 
looks,  ^e  aught  have  been  taken  for  the  dawn  of  a  snnuner's 
daj  ;  from  her  shape,  for  the  most  perfectly  formed  of  all  the 
goddesses — and  from  her  giaee,  for  all  the  graoes  emhodied  in 
ooeperson« 

She  was  clad  with  extreme  simplieiiy ;  hut  tibte  mutated 
elegance  of  her  appearanoe,  enhaaeed  by  an  ah*  ^  deanlinesBy 
so  adorned  her,  in  spite  of  the  meanness  of  her  attire,  that  she 
appeared  to  him  to  he  some  princess  in  disguise. 

Three  times  did  he  look  at  her,  from  the  top  of  her  liead  to 
the  soles  of  her  fset,  as  she  was  adyaaeing  towards  the  rivoleti 
and  ihree  times  did  he  swear,  in  a  confidential  whiiper  to  Irnfr- 
sdf ,  that  he  had  never  b^eld  feet  of  so  perfect  a  mould,  nor 
so  many  charms  as  were  collected  in  ihe  form  they  sustained. 

He  turned  away,  pretendmg  to  be  looking  after  his  goatib 
while  she  filled  a  pitcher,  wUeh  she  had  hronj^t  with  haiv 
sat  down  by  the  side  of  the  rivulet,  clasped  her  hands,  and 
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fdl  to  gaaing,  with  a  monndiil  air,  at  the  water  flowing  at 
her  feet. 

He  graduallj  drew  near;  while,  after  hesfing  a  few 
sighs,  she  ezciaimed :  ''  No !  newer  was  there  00  imhappj  a 
creature!  Ahis!"  she  continued,  ''siiioe  I  am  assured  that 
my  wretehed  destiny  can  never  altar,  hat  to  hecome  worse,  how 
is  it  I  am  still  contented  to  live  ?**  After  giving  vent  to  this 
reflection,  she  paused  awhile,  but  it  was  only  to  sped  a  flood  of 
tears.  A  moment  after :  '*  Happy  birds,  saicl  she,  ''  who 
have  nothing  to  fear — save  the  elements  and  man — and  other 
birds  who  wage  a  continual  war  against  you — ^you,  at  least,  in 
spite  of  all  your  alarms — ^have  still  the  enjoyment  of  liberty  ; 
and  you  are  not  condemned  to  have  eternally  before  your  eyes 
the  most  frightful  object  in  the  world." 

At  liie  conclusion  of  this  speech,  she  shed  tears  anew ;  and 
afiter  washing  her  hands  and  face  in  the  stream,  took  up  her 
pitcher  and  departed. 

Pooh-pooh  had  attenliTely  examined  her  without  her  pes^ 
ceiving  him  ;  he  had  been  charmed  with  her  person,  and,  ^m 
her  demeanour,  he  judged  her  to  be  possessed  of  natural  parts, 
a  gentle  temper,  a  sincere  heart,  and  yet  witiial  a  sufficiently 
proud  spirit.  This  was  finding  out  a  great  many  things  in  a 
very  short  time  ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  was  not  mistaken  ;  nor 
was  he  far  wrong  in  his  conjecture  as  to  who  she  was. 

He  spent  the  whole  day  in  the  grove  doing  just  what  he 
pleased  ;  and  when  night  came  on,  he  left  his  goats  there,  and 
pushed  forward  over  liie  plain  to  reconnoitre. 

The  further  he  went,  the  less  did  he  know  whither  he  was 
going :  and  he  might  have  wandered  a  l<Htg  time  in  this  man- 
ner, had  not  a  sudden  burst  of  light  discovered  to  his  sight  a 
large  flat-built  house,  at  about  two  hundred  yards  from  him. 
On  the  light  disappearing,  he  found  no  great  difficulty  in 
groping  his  way  until  he  reached  the  house.  Not  doubting 
but  it  was  that  which  the  sorceress  inhabited,  and  judging 
•that  it  might  not  be  quite  convenient  to  present  himself  at 
^e  door,  he  clambered  upon  the  roof  with  as  Utile  noise  aa 
possible. 

The  house  was  onlj  tliatched ;  and  after  listening  some  time 
•without  hearing  anything,  he  pulled  apart  the  thatching  as 
gently  as  he  coSd,  and  through  tiie  opening  beheld  the  horribW 


380  coiTNT  Hamilton's  tales* 

Dentata,  mumbling  a  parcel  of  barbarous  words,  and  throw- 
ing herbs  and  roots  into  a  large  cauldron  which  was  on  the 
fire.  She  stirred  this  mess  round  and  round  with  a  long  tooth 
that  stuck  out  of  her  mouth,  and  was  at  least  two  yards 
long.  When  she  had  well  turned  all  these  drugs  about  for 
some  time,  she  threw  in  three  toads  and  three  bats,  and  began 
to  repeat ; 

^  By  my  magic,  hat,  and  mare ; 
By  my  malice ;  by  my  ire ; 
This  vizard  charm  I  now  prepare-^ 
^ ..  *Ti8  to  unfeather  my  love  so  fair, 

That  all  my  powers  must  con^ire.** 

"  Her  lover !  Te  gods  !"  cried  Pooh-pooh  ;  •*  he  must  be 
one  of  those  monsters  who  tried  to  stop  me  in  the  forest." 
Meanwhile  the  sorceress  every  now  and  then  dipped  a  finger 
into  the  cauldron,  i^h  a  nail  almost  as  long  as  her  tooth  ;  this 
she  did  in  order  to  taste  the  delightful  compound,  and  see  how 
the  charm  proceeded. 

In  a  comer  of  the  fire-place  was  a  little  monster,  so  ugly  and 
so  deformed,  that  he  was  a  more  frightful  figure  even  than  his 
mother.  Before  this  monster,  the  fair  one  whom  Pooh-pooh 
had  beheld  in  the  little  grove,  was  kneeling,  and  with  her 
snowy  arms  and  ivory  hands,  was  washing  a  pair  of  the  filthiest 
and  most  disgusting  feet  that  were  ever  seen* 

Pooh-pooh  could  see  that  she  was  in  despair  at  having  such 
a  task  to  perform,  nor  was  he  less  moved  himself.  Dentata 
perceiving  that  the  poor  girl  was  crying,  raised  her  long  tooth, 
and  looking  at  her  askew : 

''Wretch!"  she  exclaimed,  ''do  yon  dare  make  such  a 
fuss  at  waiting  upon  one  who  in  two  days  is  to  be  your  hus- 
band, instead  of  thanking  Heaven,  as  you  ought,  that  you 
are  about  to  belong  to  the  son  of  Dentata,  and  to  possess  such 
a  husband." 

Pooh-pooh  was  unable  to  repress  a  shudder  at  these  words. 
The  sorceress  raised  her  head  at  the  noise,  while  he  scrambled 
down  with  all  haste,  lest  he  should  be  surprised,  and  made  for 
the  grove  as  well  as  he  could,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  the 
night,  thinking  of  what  he  had  seen,  and  turning  over  in  his 
mind  what  course  he  should  take. 
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The  following  morning  brought  the  fair  maiden  to  the 
riyulet  again.  She  returned  wiUi  all  her  charms,  with  all  her 
sorrow,  and  with  something  else  in  the  bargain ;  namely, 
a  bundle  of  filthy  clothes,  and  a  quantity  of  very  foul  linen^ 
which  she  began  to  wash  in  the  rirulet,  crying  all  the  while, 
as  though  her  heart  would  break. 

Her  appearance  a  second  time  by  the  side  of  the  same 
stream  increased  his  compassion  for  her,  and  made  him  feel 
that  he  should  ere  long  stand  in  need  of  all  hers.  She  was 
bent  forward  over  the  stream  while  washing  the  filthy  rags, 
and  seemed  as  though  from  sheer  despair  she  would  have 
thrown  herself  into  it,  had  there  been  water  enough  to  drown 
her.  Her  position  gave  Pooh-pooh  an  opportunity  of  gazing 
on  the  loyeliest  bosom  in  the  world  ;  he  thanked  Heaven  for 
the  spectacle,  but  without  flattering  himself  that  it  would  ever 
be  anything  more  to  him. 

He  thought  it  time,  however,  to  discover  himself;  but  before 
he  spoke  to  her,  he  was  desirous  of  attracting  her  attention, 
and  taking  a  flute  from  his  pocket,  he  begian  to  play  an  air 
with  considerable  feeling.  To  give  a  notion  of  his  skill,  no 
more  need  be  said  than  that  he  played  the  flute  twice  as  well 
as  he.  painted. 

She  turned  her  eyes  towards  him,  and  was  surprised  to  find 
his  personal  appearance  accord  so  little  with  his  manner  of 
playing.  As  soon  as  he  saw  she  was  listening,  he  made  a 
feint  to  follow  his  goats,  which  had  got  away  to  a  distance. 

**  No,'*  said  she,  when  he  had  ceased,  "  the  harmony  of 
Jingle  herself  is  not  more  pleasing.  How  happy,"  she  con- 
tinned,  "  is  that  poor  man  whose  life  is  spent  in  tending  goats, 
Alas !  vulgar  and  low-bred  as  he  is,  I  wish,  with  aU  my  heart, 
I  were  that  poor  wretch !  But  what  can  make  him  come  to  so 
detestable  a  place,  when  it  depends  only  upon  his  will  to  lead  his 
scanty  flock  elsewhere  ?  What  object  can  he  have  in  approach- 
ing the  abode  of  Dentata  ?  " 

*'  He  comes  to  deliver  you  from  your  captivity,  lovely  May- 
flower,'' said  he,  suddenly  drawing  near. 

She  was  so  surprised  at  his  action,  that  she  had  certainly 
fainted  away  had  he  given  her  time  to  do  so. 

"  Yes !"  said  he,  "  I  am  resolved  to  deliver  you,  or  perisk 
in  the  attempt." 
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*'  Alas  !*'  said  she,  gating  upcm  him  aUentiyelj,  **  poor  ladl 
ihoa  mightest  indeed  perish,  bat  thou  eanst  never  saTe  me ; 
since  to  aeoompiish  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  release  me 
firom  the  slarerj  in  which  I  am,  and  that  is  impossible.  Thou 
seest  me  employed  in  the  most  disgusting  occupation  in  the 
world,  and  yet  I  would  willingly  pass  my  life  at  it»  had  I 
not  something  to  fear,  which  is  more  frightful  still.  I  am 
about  to  become  the  wife  of  Dentatas  scm." 

'^I  know  ail,"  answered  Pooh-pooh^  *'and  will  saTe  you 
from  your  &te." 

She  gazed  with  increased  curioaty  on  one  who  spoke  with 
so  much  confidence,  and  who  appeared  to  be  ignorant  of 
nothing.  He  who  had  hitherto  only  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  her,  and  had  not  yet  experienced  that  of  being  himself 
^e  object  of  her  attention,  now  felt  that  he  preferred  it  to  all 
the  most  delicious  sensations  he  had  eyer  known  before.  He 
removed  the  plaister  which  coyered  his  face,  that  he  might  not 
appear  so  disfigured  in  her  eyes ;  how  far  he  was  right  in 
doing  so  I  cannot  say.  If  she  was  not  very  much  strudc 
by  his  face,  however,  she  was  beginning  to  accustom  herself  to 
his  way  of  talking.  He  told  her,  that  not  being  what  he 
appeared  to  be,  he  had  undertaken  to  carry  off  herself,  the 
luminous  hat,  and  the  mare  Jingle^;  that  he  had  undertaken  all 
this  for  the  sake  of  a  princess  who  was  considered  the  wonder 
of  the  world,  and  whom  he  was  already  beginning  to  forget 
''And  how  could  anyone  do  otherwise  than  forget  her,"  he 
cried,  ''  who  had  once  beheld  the  charming  May-flower !  She 
— she  alone,  shall  h^ieeforth  be  the  object  of  all  my  under- 
takings T* 

She  appeared  to  take  no  offence  at  this  declaration,  nor  did 
die  seem  particularly  shocked  at  the  sacrifice  it  announced ; 
and  during  the  short  time  they  were  able  to  remain  together. 
Pooh-pooh  was  fidly  confirmed  in  the  opinion  he  had  formed  of 
her  mind  and  ^  her  sentiments.  He  entreated  her  to  trust 
entirely  to  him,  as  to  all  that  concerned  the  executi(Hi  of  his 
enterprise,  adding  that  all  he  required  of  her  was  that  she 
should  consent  to  whatever  might  be  proposed  by  one  who 
would  prefer  dying  three  hundred  thousand  deaths  ratiher  than 
^ve  her  the  sli^test  offence. 

He  learned  from  her  the  precise  situation  of  Jingle's  staUey 


together  with  Uie  faet,  that  no  trouble  w«8  taken  to  fasten 
her  in,  as  there  was  not  mnch  likelihood,  it  was  imagined,  that 
moj  one  wodd  steal  a  mare  who  could  not  make  the  least 
morement  without  being  heard,  and  whose  musie  became 
much  louder  the  moment  she  was  out  of  the  stable.  This 
was  enough  for  him,  and  as  she  could  stay  no  longer,  they 
parted,  May^ower  fixing  her  eyes  upon  him  all  the  while 
she  oould. 

As  soon  as  she  was  out  of  sight,  he  earnestly  commended 
himself  to  his  good  fortune,  which  had  nerer  abandoned  him  ; 
to  his  ingenuity,  of  which  he  was  more  than  ever  in  need,  and 
to  idl  the  strength  of  his  courage.  He  felt  that  he  was  in- 
ffj^ed  by  something  more  than  adrmtness  and  good  sense.  He 
fancied  that  it  was  by  his  new  flame ;  but  in  reality  it  was  quite 
anotiier  thing.  Fully  determined,  howeyer,  to  obey  every  new 
impulse  of  his  soul,  he  fell  to  cuffing  a  number  of  small  urchins 
who  had  brought  some  bird-lime  to  catch  the  poor  little  birds 
with ;  he  took  away  their  bird-lime,  lest  they  should  use  it 
again  when  his  back  was  turned ;  and  when  night  came  on, 
he  bent  his  steps  towards  the  stable  of  Jingle,  carrying  with 
him  his  little  bag  of  salt,  and  the  bird-mne  which  he  had 
taken  from  the  little  boys.  A  notable  preparation  to  start 
with,  on  such  an  enterprise  as  he  was  bent  upon,  and  fine 
weapons  to  combat  the  power  of  a  sorceress,  whom  he  was 
going  to  rob  of  all  her  treasures ! 

'  A  melodious  sound  guided  him  directly  to  the  mare  Jingle  : 
he  reached  her  just  as  she  was  preparing  to  lie  down  for  the 
night.  She  was  the  handsomest,  ^e  gentlest,  and  the  most 
tractable  beast  in  the  world.  He  patted  her  gently  with  his 
hand,  giving  her  at  the  same  time  a  polite  greeting.  She  was 
so  touched  at  his  proceeding  that  she  would  have  hid  down 
her  life  for  him,  for  she  was  accustomed  to  see  no  one  but 
the  son  of  the  sorceress,  who  gave  her  provender,  and  who 
frequently  maltreated  her ;  besides  which  he  was  so  horribly 
ugly  that  she  would  often  have  preened  going  wi^out  food, 
rather  than  see  him. 

When  he  saw  her  so  well  disposed  towards  him,  he  fiUed 
all  the  little  beUs  one  after  the  otW  with  dimg,  and  covered 
ihem  over  with  the  bird-lime,  which  he  had  brought  with  him, 
to  keep  them  securely  stopped.     As  soon  as  this  was  done, 
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Jingle  got  up  of  ber  own  accorci,  to  see  tliat  there  was  nothing 
more  abont  her  that  conld  make  a  noise. 

Pooh-pooh  repeated  his  caresses,  saddled  her^  fitted  on  her 
bridle,  and  leaving  her  in  the  stable,  proceeded  towards  the 
abode  of  Dentata.  As  soon  as  he  reached  it,  he  took  up  his 
post  on  the  roof  with  the  same  precaution  as  he  had  done  on 
the  previous  night.  He  had  all  along  been  puzzled  to  know, 
how  it  was  he  should  always  have  the  bag  of  salt  in  his  hand, 
wherever  he  went,  but  now  he  soon  found-  out  the  reason.  On 
looking  through  the  same  hole,  he  beheld  very  nearly  the 
same  spectacle  as  before,  with  the  exception  that  poor  May- 
flower appeared  even  more  wretched  ;  for,  the  first  time, 
she  had  only  been  washing  the  feet  of  Dentillo,  but  now 
the  little  monster,  after  offering  to  do  the  agreeable  to  her, 
oA  the  strength  of  their  approaching  nuptials,  was  grunting 
and  grumbling  like  a  hog  at  the  repulse  his  familiarities  met 

with. 

The  sorceress  forced  her  to  sit  down  by  the  fire,  while 
Dentillo,  stretched  out  by  her  side,  laid  his  head  on  her  knees 
and  fell  asleep* 

The  wretched  May-flower  dared  not  express  all  the  horror 
he  inspired  in  her  ;  but  she  was  unable  to  restrain  her  tears, 
although  she  had  to  conceal  them  from  the  sorceress. 

Poop-pooh  was  deeply  moved  at  all  her  sorrows,  while 
Dentata,  still  intent  upon  the  manufacture  of  her  charms,  was 
scraping  up  the  bottom  of  the  cauldron  with  her  long  tooth. 
From  time  to  time  she  threw  in  some  fresh  ingredient,  repeat- 
ing  the  same  incantation  as  on  the  previous  night.  Pooh-pooh, 
who  thought  he  might  as  well  furnish  his  something  to  the 
mess,  emptied  his  bag  of  salt  into  it,  through  the  opening  in 
the  roof.  The  addition  was  unperceived  by  the  sorceress  until 
she  came  to  taste  it  as  she  had  done  before.  Starting  with 
horror  and  surprise,  she  dipped  her  finger  in  once  more,  tasted 
it  again,  and  finding  that  the  charm  was  spoilt  by  an  in- 
gredient apparently  hostile  to  its  eflScacy,  she  gave  a  yell  so 
horrible,  that  ten  thousand  screech-owls,  all  screaming  together, 
could  scarcely  have  equalled  it. 

The  sorceress  immediately  snatched  the  cauldron  off  the 
fire,  and  dealt  so  sound  a  box  on  the  ear  of  the  innocent 
May-flower,  that  she  was  nearly  felled  to  the  ground,  and 
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Dentillo,  waking  up»  lent  her  another  for  daring  to  disturb 
his  rest* 

When  Pooh-pooh  beheld  this,  it  was  as  though  he  had 
received  fifty  boxes  on  his  own  ear,  and  had  as  many  daggers 
thrust  into  his  heart*  His  rago  got  the  better  of  his  prudence, 
and  he  was  about  to  avenge  her  at  the  cost  of  his  life,  when 
Dentata,  after  praising  her  son  for  his  magnanimous  resent* 
ment,  ordered  him  to  fetch  some  water  from  the  rivulet.  **  Go, 
darling,"  said  she,  <<and  that  nasty  wretch  shall  take  my  hat  to 
light  you.  I  should  have  sent  her  alone,  but  that  the  hat  has 
no  virtue  unless  it  be  worn  by  a  maid,  and  she  who  carries  it 
must  not  carry  anything  else  ;  go,  my  son,  take  the  pitcher, 
and  don*t  be  afraid  of  ghosts  ;  they  dare  not  approach  when 
the  hat  is  shining  ;  go,  and  I  promise  you,  you  shall  marry  the 
minx,  in  spite  of  her  airs,  directly  you  return." 

*'  With  all  my  heart,"  said  Pooh-pooh,  coming  down  from  the 
roof,  "provided  it  be  only  when  he  returns."  He  took  care 
not  to  say  this  very  loud  however.  As  soon  as  he  reached 
the  ground  he  posted  off  to  take  up  his  position  between  the 
house  and  the  rivulet.  Directly  he  had  done  so,  he  beheld  all 
the  neighbourhood  lit  up  as  though  it  was  broad  day.  The 
first  object  that  met  his  eyes  was  the  lovely  May-flower,  who 
appeared  to  him  so  dazzling  with  beauty,  in  spite  of  the  lumi- 
nous hat,  that  it  seemed  as  though  its  light  was  borrowed  from 
her.  The  little  monster  who  accompanied  her  could  scarcely 
drag  himself  along,  under  the  weight  of  the  empty  pitcher ; 
and,  as  though  he  were  not  frightful  enough  with  his  horrible 
hump-back,  the  little  wretch  limped  like  a  lame  dog,  and  was 
90  stunted,  that  he  tried  in  vain  to  take  his  lovely  mistress  by 
the  arm ;  do  all  he  would,  he  could  reach  no  higher  than  her 
pocket.  So,  clutching  tightly  hold  of  this,  he  hobbled  and 
scuttled  beside  her  the  best  way  he  could ;  and.  Heaven  knows, 
she  tried  hard  enough  to  get  rid  of  him,  taking  the  longest 
strides,  and  her  heart  beat  so  with  mingled  fear  and  hope,  that 
she  was  ready  to  drop  by  the  time  she  had  reached  the  place 
where  Poop-pooh  was  waiting  for  her.  She  started  the  mo- 
ment she  saw  him,  and  directly  after,  blushed  and  then  turned 
palOf  I  know  not  whether  he  took  notice  of  her  agitation,  or, 
if  he  did,  how  he  accounted  for  it ;  but  after  begging  her  not 
^  be  alarmed^  he  seized  Dentillo,  muffled  his  head  up  in  a 
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handkerchief,  and  hoisting  him  upon  his  shonlden,  aa  0ne 
might  do  a  poodle,  gave  his  arm  to  May-flower,  and  made 
straight  for  the  stahle,  with  all  the  haste  he  could. 

Here  he  foond  Jingle,  in  the  same  state  as  when  he  leh  her. 
He  then  informed  Maj-flower,  in  a  few  words,  of  his  design  ; 
and  so  lost  was  she  in  amazement,  that  she  signified  her  assent 
without  hearing  a  word  of  what  he  had  said. 

''  I  am  so  frightened,"  riie  said,  '*  but  mj  fears  are  no 
longer  for  myself  alone,  and  they  are  more  than  I  can  bear. 
You  have  done  already  so  much,  that  I  must  believe  all  you  teO 
me.  So,  let  us  fly  from  hence  with  all  diligence,  since  flight 
alone  can  save  us.  But  how  do  you  mean  to  dispose  of  tiiat 
little  monst^?  " 

'<  I  should  flay  him  alive,"  said  he,  **  as  a  return  fmr  ike 
fright  the  thoughts  of  becoming  his  wife  caused  you,  and  for  the 
box  on  the  ear  you  received  from  him,  but  that  ihe  sorceress 
would  not  be  so  afflicted  at  such  an  easy  death,  as  she  wUl  be 
at  that  which  I  have  in  store  for  him.*' 

The  kind-hearted  May-flower,  who  would  hear  of  no  cruelties^ 
save  those  of  hard-hearted  beauties  towards  their  sighing  lovers, 
was  about  to  beg  that  mercy  might  be  shown  the  little  wretch. 

*'  No,"  said  Pooh-pooh,  *'  don't  be  alarmed.  He  shidl  get 
no  otJier  harm  than  being  quite  at  his  ease,  while  we  are  exposed 
to  fatigue.  May  I  request,  indeed,  that  you  will  grant  him 
some  slight  mark  of  your  favour,  as  a  tender  memorial  of  yon, 
now  that  he  has  lost  all  hope  of  obtaining  your  hand  Permit 
him  to  wear  your  head-dress,  for  instance,  untU  he  shall  have 
the  honour  of  seeing  yon  again." 

May-flower  was  at  a  loss  to  discover  bis  meaning,  but  thougfai 
the  time  was  rather  ill-chosen  for  jesting.  As  for  Bentillo,  he 
appeared  even  uglier  than  before  accoutred  in  his  new  head- 
less. He  had  heard  himself  threatened  with  being  flayed 
alive,  and  when  he  found  that  it  all  ended  in  his  wearing  his 
mistress's  head-dress,  he  looked  upon  himself  as  saved.  But 
Pooh-pooh  set  to  work,  binding  him  hands  and  feet,  and  stuffing 
enough  hay  int6  his  mouth  to  prevent  his  crying  out,  covered 
his  whole  body  with  it,  so  that  nothing  more  of  him  could  be 
seen  than  the  back  of  his  head^  which,  omamoited  as  it  was, 
n^ide  a  very  decent  appearance. 
.  This  Ettle  cecemony  over^  he  patted  Jin^e  tm  ihe  backy 
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mounted  ber,  Bested  Mk^-iower  in  ItobI  oI  liiin,  made  a  start, 
and  tuTDed  his  bads  on  the  palace  of  the  Boreeress.  Though 
Jingle  was  as  swift  as  the  wind,  her  paces  were  as  gentle  as  the 
motion  of  a  hoat»  and  Po<^-pooh  throwing  the  bndle  orer  her 
neck,  sfiuled  himself  of  all  her  speed  for  the  space  of  an  hour; 
at  the  end  of  which,  judging  they  had  trayelled  about  fifty 
leagues,  he  thought  thej  had.g<Mie  fiar  enoHgh  to  allow  the  mare 
to  take  a  little  breath. 

He  had  indeed  reason  to  be  happy,  alter  bringing  to  an  end 
f^  terrible  an  adventure,  and  delirering  from  all  her  wretchedness 
one  whom  he  was  beginning  to  loTe.  Resened'from  all  appre- 
hensions, he  now  breathed  firedy,  while  without  danger  of  giving 
offence  he  held  the  object  of  his  love  clasped  in  his  arms* 
Happy  situatian  for  a  man  who  had  commenced  an  enterprise^ 
nrged  on  only  by  glory,  to  have  completed  it  thus  under  the 
gentle  guidance  of  lore !  His  only  fear  now  was  that  he  might 
fail  to  {iease  his  mistress ;  imr  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  extent  of  his  own  merits  to  flatter  himself  with  the  hope 
that  he  could  win  her  by  his  personal  attractions  ;  and  he  was 
quite  alive  to  the  fact,  that  except  his  wit  and  the  ardour  of  his 
affection,  he  had  little  dse  to  recommend  him.  Every  time 
that  he  looked  at  May-flow«r  he  felt  his  passion  for  her  increase, 
nor  was  he  likely  to  diminish  it  by  encircling  the  beauty  with 
his  arms,  albeit  never  so  respectfully. 

Fair  May-flower,  ''said  be,  perceiving  that  she  trembled  still, 
yoo  have  nothing  more  to  fear  from  the  tyranny  of  Dentata, 
nor  do  I  conceive  that  you  have  any  cause  to  be  apprehensive  by 
the  side  of  one  whose  sentiments  towards  you  are  animated  with 
the  strictest  sense  of  propriety.  I  am  fiilly  sensiUe  of  your 
meritB,  for  I  dare  assert  diat  no  one  breathing  is  better  able  to 
jndge  €i  them,  but  I  dare  not  say  that  they  have  found  their 
way  to  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart,  although  it  would  indeed 
be  extraordinary  were  it  otherwise  than  so.  I  have  been  obliged 
to  leave  my  own  country  for  reasons  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and 
when  I  quitted  it  I  had  no  fixed  object  or  design  in  view; 
I  started  in  the  worid  without  very  well  knowing  of  what  I  was 
in  search;  but  now  I  feel  but  too  well  assured  that  it  was 
yourself ;  may  I  request  that  yea  wiH  kindly  hsten  to  the  tale 
I  have  to  tell?" 
.  May-flower,  at  a  losa  how  to  answer  so  many  things.at  once, ' 
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gentlj  reclined  her  head  against  him  as  though  to  rest  herself. 
Well  pleased  with  this  mode  of  replying,  and  without  waiting 
for  an  J  other,  he  conmienced  as  follows : 

*'  I  am  the  son  of  a  pettj  prince  whose  territories  are  rather 
of  the  smallest ;  hut,  on  the  other  hand,  his  suhjects  are  rich, 
contented  and  faithful, 

'<  I  had  a  hrother,  (Heayen  knows  what  has  hecome  of  him,} 
hut  we  were  not  more  than  six  years  old,  when  my  father  took 
ns  aside,  and  addressing  us  as  though  we  had  had  our  reason : 
*  My  children,'  said  he,  *  as  you  are  twins,  the  right  of  primo- 
geniture cannot  decide  the  point  as  to  which  of  you  is  to  succeed 
me.  My  territories,  howeyer,  are  too  small  to  admit  of  heing 
divided;  one  of  you,  therefore,  must  give  up  his  pretensions  in 
favour  of  the  other,  and  in  order  that  he  who  shall  yield  to  the 
other  may  not  repent  his  resolution,  I  have  two  giffcs  to  grant 
you,  the  least  of  which  may  make  yoiur  fortune  in  another 
place.  These  gifts  are  wit  and  heauty;  hut,  as  they  cannot  go 
together,  let  each  choose  that  which  he  likes  the  hest.' 

<<  We  answered  hoth  together ;  I  asked  for  wit  and  my  hrother 
for  heauty. 

''  My  father  embraced  us  and  said,  that  in  the  course  of  lime 
each  should  have  what  he  had  chosen.  My  brother*s  name  was 
Phoenix,  mine  Bulfinch  ;  and  if  we  had  had  other  brothers,  I 
doubt  not  but  they  would  have  been  called,  one  Blackbird,  the 
other  Starling,  Nightingale,  Canary,  and  so  on ;  for  one  of  the 
weaknesses  of  the  good  prince  was  a  mania  for  birds ;  the  other 
was  insisting  that  his  children  should  speak  of  him  as  "  My  Lord 
father."  This  he  could  never  obtain  from  me ;  but  PhoBnix 
gave  him  more  than  he  bargained  for.  This  was  the  reason, 
perhaps,  that  his  wish  was  fulfilled  more  exactly  than  mine,  for, 
'  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  nothing  more  perfectly  beautiful  than 
he  was  had  ever  been  seen  in  our  sex.  In  my  case,  however, 
although  I  was  paid  many  compliments  on  my  pretty  wit,  I 
held  it  to  be  no  more  than  is  said  of  every  child  that  comes  into 
the  world,  when  fathers  and  mothers  go  about  importuning 
every  one  they  meet,  with  repeating  the  sharp  replies  of  their 
offspring ;  and  I  gave  myself  credit  for  no  more  wit  than  just 
enough  to  discover  that  I  had  none  at  all. 

"Although  our  inclinations  were  vastly  different,  never  was 
union  so  perfect  as  that  of  my  brothor  with  myself.    I  employed 


^H 


THE  HISTORY  OF  MAT-FLOWER.  389 

mj  time  reading  every  book  I  could  lay  hands  on,  good  or  bad; 
and,  as  I  soon  learned  to  distinguish  the  latter  from  the  former, 
I  was  reduced  to  so  small  a  number,  that  I  was  near  lamenting 
the  niceness  of  my  taste,  by  which  my  reading  was  so  consi- 
derably curtailed  in  its  extent.  Phoenix,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  no  thought  for  anything  but  how  he  should  adorn  his  person 
so  as  to  produce  the  most  dazzling  effect. 

**  My  father  at  last  died,  and  appeared  as  happy  as  a  man  can 
be  who  is  breathing  his  last,  that  he  was  leaving  us  in  such 
perfect  agreement.  No  sooner  was  he  laid  in  the  earth,  than, 
for  the  first  time,  we  began  to  be  of  different  minds,  and  to 
show  a  disposition  to  controversy ;  but  the  subject  of  our  dispute, 
which  was  a  very  obstinate  one,  was,  which  of  us  should  suffer 
the  other  to  give  up  his  rights.  Phoenix  insisted,  till  he  was 
black  in  the  face,  that  I,  being  better  able  to  govern,  was  most 
deserving  of  tho  succession  ;  while  he,  with  his  person  and  ap- 
pearance, thank  Heaven,  wherever  he  might  be,  could  never 
want  for  anything.  In  vain  did  I  furnish  no  less  cogent  reasons 
why  he  should  take  possession  of  our  little  principality;  I  could 
make  no  impression  upon  him.  At  last,  after  a  long  debate, 
we  both  agreed  that  we  should  set  out  the  same  day,  and  each 
on  his  side  seek  his  fortune,  on  condition  that  whichever  of  us 
first  succeeded  in  establishing  himself,  should  endeavour  to  in- 
form the  other,  that  he  might  return  and  take  possession  of  our 
common  inheritance.  We  left  the  country  to  be  governed  in 
cur  absence  by  faithful  ministers,  and  Phoenix  having  taken 
the  field  with  all  his  charms,  I,  on  my  side,  set  out  with  what 
little  good  sense  had  fallen  to  my  share. 

'  <  We  started,  each  taking  a  different  road.  The  first  adventure 
which  befel  me  on  that  which  I  had  taken,  is  sufficiently  remark- 
able, although  it  was  not  one  of  the  perilous  and  starring  kind 
which  abound  in  the  history  of  heroes.  I  had  travelled  through  a 
great  number  of  provinces  without  encountering  anything  upon 
which  I  could  establish  the  hope  of  raising  my  self  to  fortune.  I 
did  not  fail  to  instruct  myself,  wherever  I  discovered  anything 
worthy  of  my  attention  ;  I  learned  secrets  of  every  description  ; 
and  remarked  all  that  was  worthy  of  observation  in  each  country, 
but  nothing  of  all  this  could  satisfy  my  curiosity. 

"  Arriving  at  last  in  the  kingdom  of  Circassia,  celebrated  for 
the  beauty  of  its  inhabitants,  I  was  not  a  little  astonished  to 
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£iid  ihat  I  bad  inrcDed  firom  one  end  of  it  to  die  otiber,  withoofc 
jneedng  one  beantj  anficientlj  rtriking  to  ezeite  even  die 
comnianeBt  admirstaoD.  I  aiwignftd  the  canae  cf  tiiia  to  the 
change  whieh  had  reeeatly  taken  plaee  in  the  government  of 
the  t^giliw* ;  and  I  eonjeetored  that  the  distorfaanees  ariaing 
tiierenpon,  had  Ripened  all  the  beauties ;  who,  from  what  I 
had  heard  of  their  ahnndanee,  I  imagined  wonld  aireat  me  at 

€!fBTJ  step. 

**  I  was  walking  one  day  beside  a  stream  whidi  flowed  along 
the  sldrU  of  a  vast  plain.  Beyond  the  stream  stood  a  boose 
of  a  sufficiently  statdy  appearance.  I  was  seised  with  a 
enriority  to  examine  it  more  doedy ;  and  on  xeadnng  it  I 
beheld  a  mansion,  the  exterior  of  wlueh  led  me  to  beliere  that 
it  was  ihe  residence  of  some  prinoe.  The  interior,  bowever, 
presented  but  a  somlnre  a^tearance,  and  the  inhabitants  seemed 
^oomy  and  sad ;  nerertheless,  I  bdield  more  beauties  there 
than  in  all  the  rest  of  Circassia,  bat  never  had  I  seen  any  so 
-wild  and  timid.  Those  who  perodyed  me  at  a  distanoe,  fled 
at  my  approach,  and  those  who  were  unable  to  avoid  me, 
instead  of  replying  to  the  civilities,  with  which  I  addressed 
ihem,  did  not  even  turn  their  heads  towu-ds  me.  Here,  said 
I,  are  figures  wanting  only  speech  to  present  a  most  natural 
resemblance  to  beautiful  women.  I  passed  through,  I  cannot 
tell  how  many  galleries,  without  meeting  in  the  whole  of  this 
vast  mansion  one  being  whose  appearance  did  not  betray  as 
much  gloom  as  it  inspired  ;  idien  I  was  suddenly  startled  by 
the  sound  of  loud  bursts  of  laughter  proceeding  from  an  apart- 
ment separated  from  the  galleries.  I  was  pleased  to  find  that 
all  in  the  place  did  not  participate  in  the  sadness  with  which 
it  was  beginning  to  oppress  me.  On  entering  the  apartments, 
I  found  in  the  room  £r<Hn  which  the  laughter  had  prooeeded, 
four  magpies  seated  round  a  table  playing  at  cards.  Psr 
from  being  startled  by  my  appearance,  they  addressed  a  few 
civilities  to  me,  and  went  ou  with  their  game ;  of  which  I,  who 
know  every  game  in  the  universe,  could  make  neither  head  nor 
taiL  An  old  crow  of  cmnely  abearance  sat  by,  making  knots 
and  looking  at  Ibe  game. 

''  I  confess  I  was  surprised  enough  at  so  strange  and  novel  a 
i^ectacle,  and  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  meaning  of  this 
enchantment.     The^  shuffled,  cot,  and  dealt  as  though  they 
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had  nerer  done  anjthiDg  else  all  their  lives.  While  mj 
attention  was  fixed  on  their  proceedings  one  of  the  magpies, 
who  had  been  sorting  her  cards  a  long  time,  threw  them  all  down 
in  a  transport  of  delight,  and  screamed  out  Pooh-pooh  I  with 
bH  its  might. 

**  The  rest  answered  in  the  same  way,  and  even  the  crow,  who 
iras  oat  of  the  game,  cried  Pooh-pooh !  This  was  the  signal 
for  fresdi  hursts  of  laughter,  so  loud  and  piercing,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  endure  it. 

**  I  left  the  apartment  of  the  magpies  of  the  gloomy  palace, 
and  three  days  after  quitted  the  kingdom.  It  was  about  that 
lime  that  the  report  began  to  travel  of  the  Princess  Radiant's 
beauty ;  and  so  marrellous  were  the  things  related  of  it,  that  I 
refused  to  believe  them.  Regardless  of  the  danger  to  which, 
I  was  told,  I  should  be  exposed  by  looking  at  her,  I  was 
resolved  to  ascertain,  with  my  own  eyes,  whether  all  that  was 
said  of  her  was  indeed  true. 

*'  The  happy  kingdom  of  Circassia  had  long  inspired  me  with 
the  desire  of  visiting  it,  from  the  reports  I  had  heard  concerning 
its  beauty.  The  desire  of  changing  my  name,  seized  me  on  a 
sudden  ;  I  knew  not  whether  I  was  led  to  do  so  by  the  common 
practice  of  adventurers  in  adopting  some  disguise,  or  whether 
the  name  of  Bulfinch  had  not,  in  my  opinion,  a  sufficiently 
imposing  sound,  for  one  who  was  desirous  that  his  name 
should  reach  the  ears  of  the  greatest  beauty  in  the  world.  It 
matters  not  why,  but  change  it  I  did  ;  and  my  head  being  still 
full  of  the  adventure  of  the  magpies,  I  adopted  the  name 
of  Pooh-pooh.*'  "Pooh-pooh?"  said  May-flower,  "The  same,'* 
continued  he  ;  "  and  the  most  lingular  thing  about  it,  is  that 
it  seems  impossible  for  any  one  to  hear  it  without  immediately 
feeling  a  desire  to  repeat  it,  as  you  have  just  done." 

"  At  the  entrance  of  the  kingdom  of  Circassia,  by  the  road 
which  I  had  taken,  the  learned  and  accomplished  Serena  has 
established  her  enchanted  dwelling.  The  desire  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  a  person  whose  command  over  supernatural 
powers,  acquired  by  long  and  deep  study,  had  rendered  her 
the  most  illustrious  of  mortals,  had  had  as  much  to  do  in 
inducing  me  to  visit  Circassia,.  as  all  the  wonders  I  had 
heard  concerning  the  beauty  of  Radiant ;  but  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  reaching  her  had  almost  overcome  my  curiosity* 


392  comrr  hamiltoh's  talb8« 


Of  the  thousands  who  had  entertained  the  same  desire,  only 
a  rerj  few  had  met  with  sneoess.  The  situation  of  her  plaee 
of  ahode  could  onl j  be  roughly  indicated  ;  and  it  was  in  Tain 
that  any  attempt  was  made  to  reach  it  Unless  faToored 
especially  by  fortune,  or  rather  by  the  consent  of  the  en* 
chantress  herself,  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  find  it. 
I  was  lucky  enough  to  be  admitted  into  her  presence,  and 
from  what  I  could  gather,  I  had  only  deserr^  this  favour 
by  the  extreme  deure  which  had  inflamed  me,  of  paying  my 
respects  to  a  genius  so  far  removed  above  all  others. 

**  I  shall  not  weary  you  with  a  minute  descripdon  of  an 
abode,  the  beauties  of  which  are  almost  beyond  imagina- 
tion. All  I  shall  say  of  it  is  that  that  particular  place 
is  to  all  Cashmere,  what  the  delightful  kingdom  of  Cash- 
mere is  to  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  short  time  I  was 
permitted  to  remain  in  her  society,  was,  undoubtedly,  of 
much  more  value  to  me  than  the  gift  of  wit,  which  my  father 
imagined  he  had  bequeathed  me.  I  was  led  to  believe  that 
the  admiration  and  respect  which  I  had  shown  towards  her, 
had  gained  me  her  protection  ;  on  my  taking  leave  of  her, 
indeed,  she  gave  me  every  hope  of  it,  and  I  departed  with 
the  firm  resolution  to  show  myself  as  deserving  of  her  favour 
as  possible. 

''On  arriving  where  the  Caliph  held  his  court,  I  was  careful  not 
to  show  myself.  I  soon  discovered  of  what  stuff  the  genius 
of  the  good  caliph  was  made,  and  I  became  acquainted  with 
the  character  of  his  prime  minister.  As  he  had  not  the 
capabilities  which  those  who  govern  usually  have,  or  ought 
to  have,  neither  had  he  their  presumption,  and  much  less  their 
abrupt  manners.  He  was  the  most  affable  minister  that  ever 
existed.  His  wife,  though  less  simple-minded,  was  even 
more  gracious  and  condescending.  I  entered  her  service  in 
the  character  of  equerry,  and  soon  perceived  that  my  lady 
did  not  look  on  me  with  any  aversion. 

"  What  kind  of  beauty  was  she  ?  '*  asked  May-flower. 

"Of  the  kind  which  those  who  have  it,  choose  to  make 
it,"  replied  Pooh-pooh,  and  continued  as  follows :  — "  As  the 
judgment  of  the  seneschal,  her  husband,  was  not  the  most 
refined,  I  was  at  no  great  pains  to  give  him  a  high  notion 
of  my  abilities,  and  this  led  to  my  being  employed  to  seek 
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a  remedy  for  the  misfortunes  which  were  daily  caused  hy  the 
eyes  of  the  fair  Princess." 

Pooh-pooh  then  related  how  he  had  contrived  to  take  her 
likeness. 

**  You  looked  at  her  yery  offcen,  then  ?  "  said  May-flower, 

''Yes/'  replied  he,  "just  as  long  and  as  often  as  I  liked, 
and  that  without  the  slightest  danger,  as  I  have  just  told  you/' 

''  Did  you  find  her  so  wonderfully  beautiful  as  she  was 
reported  ?  "  continued  May-flower. 

''Aye,  and  a  thousand  times  more  beautiful,"  was  the  reply* 

"  It  were  indeed  needless  to  ask,  if  you  did  not  imme- 
diately fall  desperately  in  love  with  her ;  but  tell  me  the 
truth.'* 

Pooh-pooh  concealed  nothing  of  what  had  passed  between 
him  and  the  Princess,  not  e?en  the  promise  she  had  made  to 
marry  him,  if  he  should  succeed  in  his  enterprise. 

May-flower  no  sooner  heard  this,  than  she  put  aside  his  hands, 
with  which  he  held  her  embraced,  and  drew  herself  up,  instead 
of  leaning  upon  him,  as  she  had  done  before.  Pooh-pooh 
thought  he  could  understand  what  this  implied,  and  pursued 
his  talQ  as  though  nothing  had  occurred.  "  I  know  not/' 
said  he,  "  under  what  fortunate  influence  the  first  inclinations 
of  the  Princess  were  disposed  in  my  favour,  but  I  was  well 
assured  that  I  had  deserved  no  such  distinction,  either  by  my 
good  looks,  or,  still  less,  by  the  sentiments  which  possessed 
my  heart ;  for  I  have  since  discovered,  but  too  plainly,  that 
tbe  love  with  which  I  imagined  myself  inspired  for  her,  was> 
at  the  utmost,  nothing  more  than  simple  admiration  of  her 
beauty.  When  I  was  separated  from  her,  the  image  she  had 
left  in  my  mind  grew  every  instant  fainter  and  fainter,  and 
from  the  moment  I  beheld  you,  I  ceased  entirely  to  think 
of  her/' 

He  was  silent,  and  the  lovely  May-flower,  without  uttering  a 
word,  gently  fell  back  into  her  former  position,  and  laid  her 
hands  upon  his,  with  which  he  once  more  encircled  her. 

So  far  had  they  got,  when  the  day  began  to  dawn,  an4 
Pooh-pooh  having  relieved  May-flower  of  the  luminous  hat,  which 
she  had  never  ceased  wearing  while  it  continued  dark,  they 
were  now  guided  only  by  the  feeble  light  of  the  approaching 
day.     Revived  by  the  freshness  of  the  morning,  the  flowers 
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raised  tbeir  drooping  heads ;  and  flie  precioos  tears  it  shed, 
bathed  the  meadows  with  moisture,  and  beat  down  the  dust 
upon  the  parched  roads. 

But  just  as  the  beauteous  harbinger  of  day  was  throwing 
open  the  gates  of  the  east  to  the  horses  of  the  sun.  Jingle 
began  to  neigh.  May-flower  started  with  alarm,  and,  trembling 
from  head  to  foot,  exclaimed,  we  are  lost,  the  sorceress 
pursues  us. 

Pooh-pooh  turned  round  and  beheld  the  torible  Dentata 
mounted  on  a  fiery  uoicom,'and  leading  a  brace  of  tigers,  the 
smallest  of  which  stood  much  higher  than  Jingle. 

Pooh-pooh  sought  to  dissipate  the  fears  of  May-flower,  by  telling 
her  that  the  mare  would  go  so  fast,  they  shoidd  soon  lose  sight 
of  the  sorceress  and  her  equipage,  and  thereupon  prepared  to 
push  on  at  full  gallop  ;  but  Jingle  suddenly  stopped  short.  In 
Tain  did  he  press  her  sides  with  his  heels,  and  use  everj 
endeavour  to  urge  her  forward  :  she  remained  immoveable. 

May-flower,  seeing  the  sorceress  within  fifty  steps  of  them, 
began  to  faint  away.  Pooh-pooh  protested  in  vain,  that  so  long 
as  a  drop  of  blood  was  in  his  veins  she  should  never  fall  into 
her  clutches  nor  those  of  her  tigers :  she  was  not  to  be 
recovered  by  any  such  means. 

Dentata  continued  to  approach,  and  Pooh-pooh,  at  his  wits' 
end  what  to  do  next,  bethought  him  to  try  what  gentle  means 
might  do,  and  smoothing  the  mare  down  with  his  hand — 

**  What !  my  pretty  Jingle  !  "  said  he,  "  wouldst  thou  yield 
thy  fair  mistress  into  the  hands  of  that  frightful  old  witch  who 
is  pursuing  her  ?  Wert  thou  so  gracious  at  first,  only  to  betray 
«s  in  the  end  ?  " 

But  for  all  this  aj^^eal  to  her  better  feelings,  not  a  peg  did 
fihe  stir ;  and  the  sorceress  was  now  within  twenty  steps  of 
them,  when  Jingle  twitched  her  left  ear  thrice.  In  a  moment 
rie  had  thrust  his  finger  into  it,  and  finding  a  small  pebble 
there,  he  threw  it  over  his  left  shoulder.  At  the  same  instant 
a  wall  sprang  up  from  the  ground,  which  separated  them  from 
the  s<»t;eress.  It  was  not  more  than  sixty  feet  high  ;  but  it 
was  so  kmg,  that  there  was  no  seeing  where  it  began  or  where 
it  left  off. 

May-flower  breathed  again,  Pooh-podi  thanked  his  stars,  and 
Jingle  was  off  Uke  a  flash  of  li^tning. 
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Tbej  had  already  lost  sight  of  the  new-made  wall,  and 
Pooh-pooh,  considering  Maj-flower  to  be  now  out  of  all  danger, 
-waa  aiwut  to  address  her  with  some  tender,  and  peihaps  not 
inelegant  speedi,  when  Jingle,  in  the  midst  of  her  rapid 
flighty  suddenly  made  a  dead  halt;  Pooh-pooh  turned  his 
head,  mad  bdieid  the  eternal  De&tata  once  more  in  hot  pursuit 
ef  them. 

«'  What !  "  he  cried,  "  is  tibere  no  wall  can  stand  agunat 
this  €ld  witch,  with  her  unieom,  her  tigers,  her  long  tooth,  and 
her  dreadful  griffin  ?  " 

While  he  was  making  these  reflections,  all  May-flower's 
spprebensions  returned  to  her  inth  renewed  violenoe,  while  the 
mare,  more  restire  than  before,  seemed  nailed  to  the  earth. 
Not  a  whit  discouraged.  Pooh-pooh  fell  to  harangue  Jingle 
with  eren  moro  touching  eloquence  than  on  the  previous 
oecasion. 

*'  Alas  !  "  he  sud,  *'  virtuous  Jingle,  too  clearly  do  I  per- 
oeire  that  the  sorceress  has  cast  a  spell  upon  you,  and  that 
when  you  are  in  her  sight  she  is  able  to  deprive  you  of  all 
power  of  motion.  If  it  were  not  so,  knowing  what  a  generous 
heart  is  yours,  I  am  assured  that  you  would  rather  perish  than 
fail  to  sare  your  young  mistress,  the  lorely  May-flower  ;  but  as 
your  apparent  dejection  infb^ns  me  that  you  can  no  longer  be 
of  any  assistance  to  us,  let  me  beg  one  favonr  of  you,  which  is, 
that  you  will  save  the  charming  May-flower«  As  soon  as  I  am 
dismounted  I  will  advance  to  meet  the  sorceress  and  her  tigers ; 
fortune  may  po-haps  favour  my  daring.  While  Dentata's  eyes 
are  turned  upcm  me,  do  you  fly  at  your  utmost  speed  with  my 
beloved  May-flower.  Farewell !  honest  Jingle  ;  save  your 
gentle  mistress,— desert  her  not,  I  conjure  you ;  and  if  we 
never  meet  again,  bid  her  som^mes  remcstnber  cme,  thaai 
whom  no  being  in  the  world  kred  her  more  dearly." 

At  the  conclusion  of  this  speech  he  was  about  to  alight ;  but 
May-flower,  pressing  his  hand  to  her,  sought  to  detain  him. 
As  for  poor  Jingle,  she  was  so  affected  that  she  fell  a-crying' 
like  one  that  has  lost  her  wits  ;  her  sobe  were  so  piteous,  that 
they  were  enough  to  melt  the  hardest  rocks,  and  big  tear-dropa 
the  size  of  a  walnut  rolled  from  her  beautiful  eyes  to  the 
ground.  But,  while  all  this  useless  lamentation  was  going  on, 
ifche  sorceress  was  gaining  more  and  more  upon  them.     At  this 
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juncture  were  they,  when  Jingle  twitched  her  right  ear  thrice, 
and  thrice  again. 

This  time  all  that  Pooh-pooh  found  in  it  was  a  drop  of  water 
hanging  to  his  finger's  end,  which  he  threw  over  his  *  right 
shoulder.  No  sooner  had  the  drop  of  water  reached  the  ground 
than  it  became  a  riyer,  and  presently  grew  to  such  a  size,  that 
it  looked  like  an  arm  of  the  sea.  Its  waters  were  more  impe«> 
tuous  than  a  torrent,  and  turned  their  course  in  a  direction  to 
meet  Dentata,  but  with  such  OYorwhehning  rapidity,  that  she 
and  her  unicorn  and  her  tigers  were  well  nigh  all  carried  off  in 
the  stream. 

It  was  capital  sport  to  May-flower  and  Pooh-pooh  watching 
how  the  water  rushed  along,  pursuing  her  faster  and  faster  as 
she  pressed  her  unicorn  forward  to  avoid  it.  As  soon  as  she 
was  out  of  sight.  Jingle  expressed  her  joy  with  a  bound  that 
had  nearly  thrown  May-flower  from  her  seat.  Whereupon 
Pooh-pooh  pressed  her  still  more  tightly  to  him,  under 
pretext  of  giving  her  additional  support ;  for,  though  he  had 
been  no  better  prepared  than  she  for  this  sudden  transport, 
being  a  good  horseman,  his  seat  had  been  but  little  disturbed 
by  it. 

They  were  now  for  the  second  time  rescued  from  the  terrors 
of  the  accursed  Dentata.  Pooh-pooh  was  in  hopes  that  this 
was  the  last  alarm  she  would  cause  them ;  and  Jingle,  who 
seemed  to  participate  in  the  tranquillity  to  which  all  their  pre- 
vious anxieties  had  given  place,  bounded  onward  with  incon- 
ceivable lightness.  Pooh-pooh,  seeing  that  she  was  galloping 
on  unconcernedly  enough^  bethought  him,  after  some  time,  that 
it  might  be  as  well  to  stop  her,  and  communicate  his  intentions, 
as  he  was  uncertain  whether  or  not  the  road  she  was  taking 
would  lead  them  where  he  wished  to  arrive.  Accordingly, 
dropping  the  bridle  upon  her  neck— 

*•  Jingle,"  said  he,  "  not  but  I  know  that  with  you  we  can 
never  lose  our  way — I  think  it  prudent,  however,  to  inform  you 
that  we  wish  to  go  to  the  kingdom  of  Cashmere.  It  is  bounded 
on  one  side  by  mountains  and  precipices  ;  on  that  side  is  situated 
Serena's  dwelling  ;  lead  us  thither  by  that  route,  I  pray  you." 

'<  And  why  would  you  go  to  Cashmere  ?  "  said  May-flower  i 
^*  is  it  not  the  country  of  Radiant  ?  *' 

"  It  is  the  country  of  her  father,"  replied  Pooh-pooh;  "  and 
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it  is  to  her  father  that  I  promised  to  hring  the  spoils  of 
Dentata,  such  as  Serena  demanded  them  of  him." 

'<  What ! "  she  rejoined,  somewhat  agitated ;  *'  and  did  you 
not  tell  me,  that  although  jou  had  undertaken  this  dangerous 
enterprise  for  the  sake  of  Radiant,  your  only  thought  in  hring- 
ing  it  to  an  end  had  heen  the  pleasure  of  accomplishing  my 
deli?erance?  How  weak  of  me,"  she  continued,  "  to  flatter 
myself  one  moment  with  the  thought,  that  it  was  possihle  to 
forget  the  loveliest  heauty  in  the  world  for  such  a  creature  as 
May-flower  !  Why  did  you  say  that  which  in  your  heart  you 
did  not  think  ?  Ah,  Pooh-pooh  !  "  she  exclaimed,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  "  too  plainly  do  I  perceive  that  your  only  anxiety 
is  to  appear  hefore  those  lovely  eyes  whose  charms  still  hold 
you  in  their  power,  laden  with  the  spoils  which  you  had  pro- 
mised to  lay  at  her  feet,  and  leading  poor  May-flower  in 
triumph  to  her  throne.  If  you  had  not  deceived  me,  you 
woidd  not  now  seek  to  return  to  her  ;  having  found  that  which 
you  seemed  so  fearful  of  losing,  what  should  prevent  you  from 
taking  me  hack  to  your  own  country  ?  Why  do  you  make  me 
feel  that  there  are  sufferings  greater  even  than  those  from 
which  you  have  delivered  me?  Had  you  not  flattered  me 
with  vain  hopes,  my  heart,  a  stranger  still  to  emotion,  would 
not  teach  me  to  dread  heing  sacrificed  to  Radiant  as  the 
greatest  of  all  afflictions.  Alas !  she  will  love  you  too  well 
without  this  new  proof  of  your  devotion/* 

Pooh-pooh  was  in  despair  at  her  affliction,  and  yet  her  fears 
conveyed  a  secret  pleasure  to  his  soul.  Seeing  that  she  still 
eontinued  to  weep : 

*'  No,  charming  May-flower,"  said  he,  with  transport,  ''  I  did 
not  deceive  you  when  I  said  that  it  was  for  you  alone  I  exposed 
my  life,  and  that  you  would  see  me  perish  at  your  feet  ere  I 
entertained  the  thought  of  sacrificing  you  to  Radiant.  The 
first  moment  I  heheld  you  hanished  her  from  my  heart,  and 
every  succeeding  one  has  only  estahlished  you  more  firmly  in 
her  place.  Your  words,  so  expressive  of  the  delicacy  and 
sincerity  of  your  seQtiments,  have  penetrated  to  the  inmost 
Recesses  of  my  heart.  A  moment  since  I  would  have  died  to 
save  you  ;  how  then  should  I  now  desire  to  live  for  another  ? 
Banish  from  your  mind  all  fears  as  to  my  intentions,  and  allow 
me  to  prove  myself  a  man  of  my  word;,  which,  if  I  were  not. 
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I  Bhoald  be  nnworihy  of  your  lore.  Know  ^t  ire  can  onlj  be 
secure  while  ia  the  territory  of  Cashmere^  and  be  sure  thai 
Aonld  the  point  ever  be  mooted,  it  is  Radiaat  who  will  be 
aaerifieed  to  May-flower,  at  the  peril  of  a  thousand  lires." 

We  are  soon  persuaded  by  those  we  lore,  and  give  easy 
eredit  to  that  which  we  desire.  Pooh-pooh  had  opened  ha 
heart  with  too  natural  and  sincere  a  readiness  to  leave  any 
doubts  in  May-flower's  mind  as  to  his  intentions.  As  soon  as 
he  saw  that  she  was  tranquillised,  he  gare  rein  to  Jingle,  who 
turned  suddenly  to  the  right  and  began  to  gallop  like  the 
nimblest  and  swiftest  creature  on  earth.  In  less  than  half  an 
hour  they  came  to  the  foot  of  a  mountun  apparently  inacces- 
sible, if  indeed  any^ng  could  be  so  to  the  lightness  of  Jingle. 
Pooh-pooh  recognised  it  to  be  one  of  the  moimtainB  forming 
the  boundary  of  the  favoured  country  whidi  they  were  seeking. 
Jingle  clambered  up  the  sides  with  as  much  ease  as  though 
she  had  been  on  level  ground,  and  with  no  more  fatigue  to 
those  she  carried  on  her  baek.  On  reaching  the  summit,  the 
air  seemed  laden  with  all  the  perfumes  of  Araby,  and  to  whieh- 
ever  side  they  turned,  as  far  as  they  could  stretch  their  eyes, 
it  was  like  a  continual  flower-bed,  enriched  with  every  variety 
of  delightful  tints.  May-flower  was  glad  to  halt  awhile  and 
gaze  on  the  scene  before  her ;  but  while  she  was  lost  in  con- 
templation of  so  many  marvellous  beauties,  the  demon  of 
jealousy,  who  never  loses  a  chance  of  thrusting  himsdf  whoever 
he  can,  disturbed  the  s^enity  of  h^  reflections. 

*'  What !  '*  she  said,  "  is  Radiant  heiress  of  all  that  I  now 
behold !  Radiant — herself  more  precious  stiU  than  aU  ihesa 
treasures,  more  brilliant  than  all  the  beauties  Nature  has  hero 
so  plentifully  shed — ^will  present  all  this  to  the  man  whom  she 
chooses  for  her  husband !  And  can  there  be  found  one  who 
would  refuse  her  hand  for  that  of  May-flower !  Ah,  Pooh-poobl 
if  it  indeed  be  true  t)iat  your  constancy,  or  rather  your  bliad-i 
ness,  be  proof  against  that  which  I  fear  so  much,  inspire  me 
with  some  confidence,  if  it  be  possible,  ere  we  descend  into  this 
enchanted  land,  or  let  me  seek  among  the.  rocks  and  preeipiees 
we  have  just  left  a  destiny  more  endurable  than  tiiat  of  ae&jag 
foa  become  the  husband  of  Radiant." 

Another  might  perhaps  have  exhibited  nnpatience  ad  the 
expression  of  misgivings  which  ought  not  to  have  80  aooo 
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retoned  after  all  that  he  had  said  to  her.  Bot  May-flower 
Iras  eyen  more  eharmiog  than  she  was  loying  and  refined  in 
her  B^isibilitjy  and  Pooh-pooh  loved  her  pasaionatelj.  So  far 
from  being  wearied  bj  them,  these  frequent  alarms  would  hare 
filled  him  witibi  delight  but  for  the  distress  whidi  thej  occasioned 
(me  whom  he  loved.  In  order  to  cure  her  of  them,  **  Lovely 
May-flower/'  he  said,  "  I  know  but  two  ways  of  inspiring  you 
witiL  that  confidraiee  in  my  sineority  which  yoa  desire  ;  one  ia 
to  receive  your  hand  here  in  the  face  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
to  unite  from  thift  moment  forward  my  heart  to  yours  for  ever. 
I  call  to  witness  the  invisible  powers  who  now  hear  us,  that  I 
should  deem  mysdf  far  happier  condemned  to  pass  my  life  with 
you  amidst  the  frightful  places  through  which  we  have  ascended 
hither,  than  in  reigning  with  Radiant  over  the  fortune-favoured 
regions  whither  we  are  about  to  descend.  Ere  we  proceed 
further,  then,  I  here  ofler  you  my  heart  and  troth,  and  will  con- 
duct you  at  once  to  the  little  principality  to  which  my  brother 
by  this  time  has  perhaps  returned ;  but  as  I  have  before  told 
you,  everywhere  but  in  the  kingdom  of  Cashmere  we  shall  be 
exposed  to  the  fury  and  pursuit  of  the  cruel  Dentata ;  and  even 
should  we  avoid  her,  we  could  never  secure  ourselves  againsfc 
the  just  resentment  of  Serena,  into  whose  hands  I  promised  to 
deliver  her  daughter,  the  luminous  hat,  and  the  mare  Jingle.*' 

May-flower  testified  her  surprise  at  this  announcement  by  a 
slight  movement.  **  Yes,  beautiful  May-flower,"  said  he,  "  your 
are  the  daughter  of  the  enchantress  Serena,  whose  virtue,  no 
less  than  her  profound  skill,  render  her  more  worthy  of  respect 
than  if  she  occupied  the  highest  possible  rank.  I  should 
advise  that  we  repair  thither,  where,  laying  at  her  feet  the 
treasures  which  she  demanded,  and  of  which  I  have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  despoil  the  sorceress,  I  might  claim  of  her 
the  most  precious  of  them  idl,  as  a  recompense  for  what  I 
have  done  in  obedience  to  her  desires." 

May-flower,  somewhat  confused  with  shame  at  the  jealousy 
which  she  had  betrayed,  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  embrac- 
ing this  last  proposal.  They  descended,  accordingly,  into  those, 
smiling  and  fertile  plains  on  which  they  had  gazed,  and  which 
presented  a  succession  of  fresh  charms  the  nearer  they 
j^yproaehed  Ihem.  For  my  part,  I  confess,  I  am  not  sorry 
that  they  have  at  last  made  up  their  minds  one  way  or  another^ 
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for  I  was  beginning  to  be  afraid  they  would  never  leave  tlie 
smnniit  of  the  aforesaid  mountain,  where  their  effusions  of 
sentiment,  no  less  than  their  indecision,  have  rather  wearied 
me,  as  I  have  no  doubt  thej  have  jour  Serene  Majesty, 

Our  lovers  reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  while  the 
ardour  of  the  sun  was  stiU  at  its  full,  and  although  Jingle's 
paces  were  so  easy  that  it  was  impossible  to  feel  any  fatigue 
from  them,  the  fears  and  apprehensions  to  which  May-flower 
had  been  a  prey  in  the  course  of  a  night,  during  which  she 
had  never  closed  her  eyes,  had  much  exhausted  her  strength. 
Pooh-pooh,  whose  whole  attention  was  absorbed  in  her,  per- 
ceived this  and  alighted  on  the  bank  of  a  rivulet  which  was 
sheltered  over  on  each  side  by  a  double  row  of  orange  trees, 
May-flower  was  no  sooner  seated  here  than  she  feU  asleep,  nor 
could  she  have  done  otherwise  though  never  so  inclined. 

Pooh-pooh  took  off  Jingle's  bridle,  that  she  might  take  some 
refreshment.:  but  as  he  did  not  wish  that  she  should  wander 
too  far,  and  was,  nevertheless,  desirous  to  let  her  have  fiill 
liberty  to  graze  wherever  she  felt  inclined,  he  removed  the 
muffling  from  her  bells  that  he  might  hear  h'er  whithersoever 
she  might  stray.  As  soon  as  she  felt  that  her  bells  were 
unmuffled,  instead  of  wasting  her  time  in  grazing,  she 
began  to  make  such  graceful  and  measured  movements,  that 
nothing  could  equal  the  harmony  that  resounded  everywhere 
about  her. 

When  Pooh-pooh  had  listened  to  it  for  some  time,  he 
fell  to  contemplating  the  beautiful  May-flower.  Her  shape 
was  the  most  perfect  that  was  ever  seen,  her  countenance- 
wrapt  in  the  gentle  slumber  that  weighed  down  her  eye-lids 
—  appeared  beaming  with  every  charm  youth,  health,  and 
beauty  can  bestow.  The  enamoured  Pooh-pooh  was  never 
weary  of  gazing,  and  while  scanning  such  numerous  charms 
in  detail,  he  gave  loose  to  all  the  tender  suggestions  of  his 
hnagination,  remaining,  however,  within  the  bounds  of  the 
most  scrupulous  respect,  notwithstanding  the  desire  of  over- 
stepping them,  which  such  a  sight  was  fitted  to  raise. 

In  those  days  it  was  a  thing  utterly  unknown  for  a  lover  to 
steal  or  surprise  a  favour  from  his  mistress,  when  she  had 
entrusted  herself  to  his  honour.  He  was  content,  therefore, 
to  feed  his  eyes  upon  the  marvels  before  him,  and  to  give  % 
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roviog  license  to  his  fancy  in  respect  of  those  that  were  liidden 
from  him. 

Meanwhile  Jingle,  graduallj  wandering  further  and  further, 
continued  to  agitate  her  harmonious  little  bells  in  so  ravishing 
a  manner,  that  he  selected  some  of  the  entirely  original  tunes 
which  she  thus  composed,  in  order  to  make  tender  and  amorous 
rerses  to  them  in  praise  of  the  sleeping  May-flower.  **  Had  I 
the  power,"  such  was  the  strain  in  which  he  addressed  her, 
**  to  form  a  beauty  such  as  my  fancy  would  most  delight  in, 
I  could  imagine  none  more  amiable  or  more  attractive  than 
that  which  I  now  behold,  and,  to  captivate  my  heart,  it  would 
only  be  necessary  to  make. a  copy  of  May-flower." 

Thus  absorbed  in  'the  flights  of  his  imagination,  the  noble 
Pooh-pooh  felt  no  inclination  for  sleep.  He  thanked  Heaven 
for  the  calm  repose  which  his  divinity  was  enjoying,  and 
bethought  him  at  the  same  time  that  when  she  had  had 
sufficient  sleep  it  was  very  probable  that  she  might  wish  to 
eat.  Turn  which  ever  way  one  might,  in  this  beautiful  country, 
there  was  always  wherewithal  to  be  found  to  supply  the  most 
magnificent  dessert  in  the  world  ;  not  a  tree  nor  a  bush  but 
wo^d  furnish  enough  and  to  boot ;  but  fruit  was  but  sorry 
fare  to  begin  upon  with  a  sharp  appetite.  Accordingly  he  laid 
down  his  tablets  with  the  verses  which  he  had  been  writing  by 
the  side  of  May-flower,  and  betook  himself  in  search  of  Jingle, 
whose  music  he  still  heard  though  he  could  not  see  her.  He 
would  have  found  it  difiScult  to  give  a  reason  why  he  should 
seek  her,  but  he  had  taken  it  into  his  head  that  a  creature 
which  had  already  been  of  such  signal  service  to  them  could 
not  fail  of  finding  means  to  satisfy  aU  their  necessities.  He 
found  her,  as  painters  represent  Orpheus,  surrounded  by  every 
kind  of  walking  and  flying  animal,  attracted  round  her  by  the 
sweetness  of  her  harmony.  It  cost  their  lives  to  a  hazel-hen, 
two  red  partridges,  and  a  pheasant,  who  were  listening  rather 
too  attentively.  He  commenced  dressing  them  for  May-flower^s 
supper,  for  though  Bulfinch  was  a  prince.  Pooh-pooh  could 
turn  cook  upon  occasion,  and  none  of  the  worst :  need  we  say 
whether  he  now  failed  to  do  his  best  ? 

When  he  returned  May-flower  awoke,  and  was  no  sooner 
awake  than  her  supper  was  served.  She  appeared  far  from 
insensible  to  his  attention,  nor  were  his  services  at  this  precise 
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jnnetare  Blighted  with  indifferenee.  He  rdated  to  her  how, 
chance  had  supplied  him  the  means  of  regaling  her  wit^  this 
gmall  repast.  She  pitied  the  poor  birds,  whom  their  love  of 
BiiiMC  had  betrajed  to  an  untimely  end;  and  while  she  deplored 
their  fate,  availed  herself  of  it  with  a  good  appetite.  She 
wished  to  know  how  he  had  bestowed  his  time  the  while  she  had 
been  sleeping*  His  tablets  stiU  lay  beside  her ;  he  opened 
and  present^  them  to  her.  She  took  them,  and  though  blush- 
ing as  she  read,  pemsed  their  contenta  several  times  over. 
She  said  the  could  not  praiae  to  the  meaaure  of  their  deserts, 
r&neR  which  praised  her  beyond  hers ; — ^he  not  failing  to 
answer,  with  protestationBy  that  they  had  not  sufficiently 
praised  her,  nor,  to  take  her  charms  to  witness,  how  that  they 
inspired  him  with  a  thousand  times  more  than  he  could  ever 
express  in  prose  or  rhyme. 

*^  Pooh-pooh,"  aaid  the  modest  May-flower,  "did  I  wish  to 
grioTe  myself  by  indulging  in  reflections,  which,  nevertheless, 
are  but  too  well  founded,  I  should  t^  yon  that  I  am  some- 
what doubtful  of  your  sincerity.  I  know  myself,  and  I  am 
felly  aware  that  I  possess  no  more  attractions  than  are  suffi- 
cient to  secure  me  from  absolute  ugliness.  But  aince  yon  are 
blinded  by  a  prejudice  so  favourable  to  me,  I  shall  take  care 
bow  I  open  your  eyes  to  a  thousand  defects  which  I  feel  myself 
to  possess,  and  which  I  devoutly  wish  I  were  without,  that 
I  might  be  worthy  all  you  say,  and  all  you  would  persuade  zoe 
that  you  believe  of  me. " 

Upon  this  subject  of  debate  many  tender  and  moving 
speeches  were  uttered  on  either  side,  wherewith  the  reader 
will,  I  doubt  not,  willingly  dispense,  it  being  a  common  custom, 
as  I  have  many  times  observed,  to  skip  over  such  oonversationfi 
as  often  as  they  may  occur,  and  so  come  with  all  expediu(»i  to 
the  end  of  the  tale. 

Boon  after  they  had  finished  their  repast,  night  began  to 
advance.  May-flower,  who  had  slept  all  the  afternoon,  would 
have  willingly  resumed  her  journey.  The  innocence  of  her 
own  sentiments,  the  respect  ever  testified  by  her  fellow-traveller, 
and  the  reconciling  effect  of  habit,  might  have  sufficed,  it  would 
seem,  to  set  her  mind  at  ease.  But  being  extremely  nice  iix 
her  notions  of  propriety,  she  found  it  more  suitable  to  them  to 
travel  together  ih&n  to  spend  the  night  in  each  other's  coia- 
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paay.  She  was  at  a  low,  howerer,  how  to  cocsmnnicate  her 
foelzags  to  Pooh-pooh,  who,  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  would 
reqmre  sleq^*  DiYing  into  her  thoughts,  he  declared  himself 
cf  the  same  opinion^  and  after  assuring  her  that  he  could  nerer 
be  so  unmanlj  as  to  steep  in  her  presence,  ihej  resumed 
iheir  jouraej,  hoping  to  roadx  the  illustrioiis  Serena's  abode 
belJDre  dajbresk. 

Jingle's  harmonj  snzprised  and  defighted  all  they  met  on 
thdbr  load,  and  in  the  woods  they  had  to  trarerse,  the  birds, 
deeeiYed  by  the  efPiilgenee  of  the  luminous  hat,  imagined,  as 
th^  responded  to  the  ringing  of  the  golden  bells,  that  they 
were  saluting  the  approach  of  day.  The  Tillage  eocks  fancied 
in  like  manner  that  they  were  heralding  the  mom,  while  the 
poor  labourer,  bat  just  fallen  asleep,  woke  up  unrefreshed, 
to  return  to  his  work.  But  May-flower  had  only  to  remove  the 
hat  from  her  head,  darkness  reigned  once  more,  and  the  good 
people  turned  round,  and  fell  asleep  again. 

The  day  its^  at  last  made  its  appearance,  and  Pooh-pooh 
promised  his  fair  mistress  that  she  should  now  shortly  salute 
h^  illustrious  mother  ;  but  he  was  imable  to  keep  his  promise. 
As  he  had  already  twice  visited  the  enchantress  in  her  abode, 
he  nev^  doubted  but  he  should  easily  reach  it  a  third  time. 
Two  whole  days,  however,  did  he  spend  in  imsuecessful  efforts 
to  discover  it.  He  knew  very  well  that  he  had  passed  a  bun* 
dred  times  close  to  it,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why 
Serena  should  become  more  inaccessible  to  him  now  than  on  the 
former  occasicms,  especially  as  he  was  bringing  back  to  her  a 
danghter  whom  he  naturally  supposed  she  fondly  cherished,  and 
was,  moreover,  laden  with  all  the  other  treasures  which  she  had 
demanded.  He  was  afraid  May-flower  might  begin  to  suspect 
that  he  had  deceived  her  on  this  point ;  but  the  last  proofs 
which  he  had  given  her  of  the  sincerity  of  his  affection  had 
entirely  cured  her  of  all  jealous  apprehensions,  and  her  only 
source  of  anxiety  now  was  the  fear  of  having  incurred  the  anger 
of  a  mother  whom  she  had  never  seen,  and  who,  from  all 
appearance,  was  unwilling  to  receive  her. 

They  persisted,  however,  in  their  object,  and  the  third  day 
were  about  to  commence  their  search  anew,  in  every  direction, 
without  ever  thinking,  as  Pooh-pooh  had  done  on  a  previous 
oecasian^  of  telling  Jingle  to  take  them  to  the  Enchantress ; 
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for  she  had  the  power  of  reaching  any  place  to  which  she  watt 
directed  to  go,  nor  could  any  enchantment  prevent  her.  Pooh- 
pooh  was  not  aware  of  this  ;  hut  if  he  was  inspired  when  he 
told  her  to  go  to  Cashmere,  he  certainly  was  not  so  while 
wandering  vainly  ahout  in  search  of  Serena's  ahode. 

It  was  while  he  was  thus  engaged,  that  a  certain  country 
newsmonger,  who  plumed  himself  on  heing  in  communication 
with  the  court,  conveyed  thither  the  intelligence  of  Pooh-pooh 's 
arrival,  and  the  caliph  having  thereupon  dispatched  courier 
after  courier,  commanding  him  forthwith  to  appear  at  court, 
he  was 'Under  the  necessity  of  oheying  in  spite  of  the  alarm 
with  which  May-flower  was  again  slightly  seized,  and  the  secret 
forehodings  which  threatened  her  heart  with  some  misfortune. 
She  did  her  utmost  to  conceal  them  in  the  presence  of  Pooh- 
pooh  ;  and  it  required  no  moderate  effort  to  appear  tranquil, 
while  approaching  a  city  in  which  Eadiant  was  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  Pooh-pooh,  to  receive  from  him  the  remedy  against 
so  many  evils,  and  perhaps  offer  him  the  recompense  due  to 
his  achievements* 

At  last  they  arrived,  and  were  received  in  triumph.  Every- 
where shouts  resounded  in  the  air,  and  carried  the  glory  of 
Pooh-pooh  to  the  skies*  Not  a  soul  douhted  hut  the  .man  who 
had  thus  so  gloriously  achieved  an  enterprise  which  he  had 
undertaken  for  the  public  benefit,  had  brought  them  a  remedy 
for  aU  the  evils  under  which  they  suffered,  and  it  was  high  time 
something  should  be  done.  The  good  Caliph,  after  the  depar- 
ture of  Pooh-pooh,  having  one  day  amused  himself  longer  than 
was  prudent  in  his  daughter's  company,  had  let  his  spectacles 
fall,  and  the  lovely  eyes  that  owed  their  light  to  him  deprived 
his  of  theirs.  The  seneschal,  a  minister  whose  loyalty  knew 
no  bounds,  expired  from  the  effects  of  his  grief  at  this  occur- 
rence ;  and  his  wife  found  a  consolation  for  his  loss  in  the 
favour  to  which  she  had  suddenly  risen  with  the  princess  ;  so 
powerful  was  her  influence,  that  her  mistress's  glance  was  now 
never  allowed  to  prove  fatal  but  by  her  special  advice. 

These  were  already  changes  enough  for  the  court  to  undergo^ 
hut  they  were  not  all.  There  had  lately  arrived  there,  as  ill 
luck  would  have  it,  a  Moorish  woman,  who  governed  the  mind 
of  the  seneschal's  widow  by  the  charms  of  her  wit,  as  the 
former  did  that  of  the  princess  by  the  charms  of  a  parrofc^ 
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whicli  had  ihe  power  to  preserve  those  who  held  it  from  the 
danger  of  her  eyes. 

On  the  arrival  of  Pooh-pooh,  the  council  was  assembled, 
and  the  Caliph,  who  had  never  at  any  time  seen  very  clearly 
into  his  affairs,  was  now  less  than  ever  in  a  state  to  deal  with 
them.  He  expressed  a  desire  to  embrace  Pooh-pooh,  whom  he 
conld  not  see.  Some  proposed  that  statues  should  be  raised  to 
him  ;  while  others  were  of  opinion  that  the  honours  of  a  great 
and  a  little  triumph  should  be  awarded  him.  The  Caliph  was 
ready  to  consent  to  everything  that  might  do  honour  to  such 
high  deserts ;  but  Pooh-pooh  modestly  excused  himself, 
saying: — 

*'  Ah,  sire ;  why  should  your  highness  and  his  most  sage 
council  trouble  themselves  ?  In  the  present  condition  of  aflfiairsy 
that  which  I  have  done  for  you  and  for  your  kingdom  calls  for 
no  such  recompense ;  nor  is  the  time  come  to  speak  on  this 
head  until  the  service  I  have  rendered  shall  produce  its  effects. 
I  scarcely  dare  venture  to  remark  that  there  was  some  degree 
of  imprudence  in  the  haste  with  which  your  couriers  made 
me  come  hither :  I  was  about  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of 
Serena  that  which  I  only  carried  off  for  her,  and  I  should  have 
brought-  you  back  the  remedy  so  much  desired  ;  instead  of 
trhich,  I  must  now  retrace  my  steps  thither,  and  you  will  have 
to  wait  my  return." 

The  Caliph  very  humbly  begged  his  pardon,  and  laid  the 
fault  on  his  council.  The  council  laid  it  on  the  orders  of  the 
princess,  who  held  the  reins  of  government  since  the  blindness 
of  her  father,  and  was  herself  absolutely  governed  by  the 
6eneschal*s  widow. 

It  was  finally  resolved  that  Pooh-pooh  should  set  off  the 
next  morning  with  the  treasures  destined  for  the  enchantress. 
The  Caliph  insisted  that  May-flower  should  pass  the  night  in 
the  house  of  the  seneschal's  widow,  that  being  the  most 
honourable  place  next  to  his  own  palace.  *'  For,*'  said  he  to 
Pooh-pooh',  **  you  see  by  my  own  example  that  it  is  not  whole- 
dome  to  be  too  near  Radiant." 

Pooh-pooh  conducted  her  thither,  and  the  Moorish  woman  was 
60  prompt  in  her  attentions,  and  acquitted  herself  with  so  much 
address,  that  she  was  quite  delighted  with  her.  Pooh-pooh  refused 
even  to  approach  the  palace,  so  fearful  was  he  of  renewing  her 
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fearf .  It  was  neeessary,  howerer,  that  he  should  leams  May- 
flower, in  order  to  prepare  for  his  departure  the  next  day. 

So  impatient  was  he  to  rejoin  her,  that  he  made  hut  short 
work  of  it.  On  his  return,  he  found  ICay-flower  engaged  in 
eontempkkting  the  portrait  of  Radiant,  whieh  he  was  to  take 
with  him  on  the  morrow.  He  perceived  that  her  admiration 
of  this  marveikms  heanty  was  mingled  with  some  show  of  dis- 
comfiture, and  he  said  all  that  was  necessary  upon  such  an 
occa»on  to  tranquillise  her,  nor  was  his  assurance  that  he 
would  take  his  departure  without  seeing  the  original,  the  least 
effectiye  part  of  his  discourse. 

The  Moorish  woman  was  not  long  discovering  the  nature  of 
their  sentiments  towards  each  other,  nor  was  she  at  any  pains 
to  conceal  her  suspicions  from  the  seneschal's  widow,  to  whom 
she  repaired,  and  who  had  already  confided  to  her  her  tender 
regard  for  Pooh-pooh.  But,  hefore  she  could  utt^  a  word,  the 
geneschal's  widow  hegan  to  inform  her  that  her  heart  was  in 
some  measure  torn  hy  conflicting  emotions ;  hy  afiection  on  one 
side,  and  hy  glory  on  the  other:  that  although  she  had  more 
than  once  proved  the  truth  of  the  saying,  that  love  levels  all 
distinctions,  nevertheless,  in  the  high  position  which  she  occu- 
pied, she  had  had  great  difficulty  in  making  up  her  mind ;  hut 
that,  after  mature  deliberation,  she  had  arrived  at  the  conclnsioii 
that  the  widow  of  a  seneschal  might,  without  shame,  many 
her  equerry,  especially  when  the  said  equerry  returned  covered 
with  glory. 

It  was  at  tibe  conclusion  of  this  harangue,  that  her  confidant 
informed  her  she  was  reckoning  without  her  host,  in  her  inteih 
tions  of  conferring  such  an  honour  upon  him ;  and  thereupon 
laid  before  her  a  circumstantial  account  of  her  suspicions  with 
respect  to  that  youthful  perscmage.  The  widow  was  imme- 
diately seized  with  a  paroxysm  of  jealousy.  Of  all  widows  she 
was  the  most  violent  in  her  passion,  and  of  all  Moorish  wom^a 
her  confidant  was  the  blackest.  Into  su^  hands  had  the 
unfortunate  May-flower  fallen,  as  was  soon  made  apparent. 

Pooh-pooh,  on  coming  the  next  day  to  carry  h^  away,  was 
surprised  to  see  so  great  an  alteration  in  her  appearance*  She 
was  suffering  the  most  excruciating  pains  which  she  endea-- 
voured  in  vain  to  conceal  from  him.  The  excess  of  his  grief 
soon  discovered  to  her  that  he  felt  all  their  violeaee.     Aw&j^ 
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WI&  ftH  UiotiglitB  of  bb  j<Minwj  aad  of  the  good  of  Ihe  ttoie  ; 
his  whole  eoneern  was  now  for  the  uieij  of  Maj-flower^  bat 
perceinng  from  tiie  increaae  of  her  sufferingB  that  all  his  ser* 
Tices  were  usdessy  he  prepared  to  die  with  her. 

The  fieneschars  widow,  in  eontemplating  the  despair  of  her 
Ic^rer  and  the  safierings  of  her  riral,  drank  long  and  deep  fnm 
the  intoxicating  cnp  of  yengeanee.  The  ealiph's  eooneU  were 
terribly  alarmed  at  Pooh-pooh 'a  refusal  to  depart.  At  last  the 
Moorish  woman,  who  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  mischief, 
thought  it  advisable  to  put  a  stop  to  it  in  order  that  Pooh-pooh 
might  depart.  The  pains  which  Maj-flower  had  felt»  left  her 
as  suddenly  as  they  had  seized  her ;  but  she  remained  in  so 
weak  and  exhausted  a  condition,  that  she  entreated  him  to 
yield  to  the  importunities  of  the  whole  court,  and  set  out  with- 
out her.  It  was  only  with  the  deepest  rduetance  that  he 
obeyed  her,  but  with  iil  his  heart  he  enjoined  her  not  to  visit 
Radiant  until  his  return,  and  assuring  her  that  he  should  use 
al)  despatch,  set  forth  after  exchanging  the  most  tender  adieus. 

May-flower  bad  vainly  flattered  herself  that  she  should  recover 
her  health  after  his  departure.  She  fell  in  spite  of  all  her 
efforts  into  a  state  of  languor,  which  was  Tinbly  wasting  her 
away.  She  had  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  her  pains 
haying  left  her  she  should  recoyer  her  wonted  plumpness,  but 
instead  of  those  fresh  and  healthy  looks  which  she  so  ardently 
desired  would  return  ere  her  lover  did,  a  gradual  wasting  daily 
altered  her  appearance. 

At  last,  that  which  had  been  the  meet  liyely  complexion  in 
the  world,  turned  to  a  dull  pallid  hue,  and  was  soon  succeeded 
by  a  greenish  yellow  tinge,  which  so  disfigured  her  that  she 
eould  scarcely  recognise  herself ;  emaciatioB  gradually  defaced 
the  loveliest  bosom  in  the  world,  and  the  most  perfect  shi^  eyer 
beheld  was  transformed  into  a  skdeton. 

While  poor  May-flower  beheld  hersdtf  reduced  to  so  deplora* 
ble  a  condition,  ike  triumph  of  the  seneschal's  widow  was  at 
its  height.  Her  confldant  had  suggested  to  her  that  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  her  treated  with  contempt  on  account  of  her 
wretched  appearance,  would  beihr  greater  than  to  see  her  wept 
oyer  by  her  loyer,  and  it  was  to  the  choice  of  this  punishment^ 
which  it  was  considered  she  woidd  fed  nwwe  seyerely,  that  the 
preservation  of  her  life  was  due. 
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Meanwhile  not  a  soul  now  saw  the  princess,  for  it  was  im^ 
possible  to  look  at  her  without  being  prorided  with  the  parrot, 
and  she  had  become  so  doatinglj  fond  of  it  that  she  would  let 
no  one  hold  it  but  herself.  The  bird  was  talked  of  as  a  perfect 
manrel  in  point  of  beauty  ;  but  no  one  ever  mentioned  Ms  wit, 
for  he  spoke  but  little,  and  wheneyer  he  did  so,  his  answers 
were  inyariablj  at  cross  purpose  ;  on  the  other  hand,  he  was 
graceful  in  hu  action  and  polite  in  his  manners. 

Pooh-pooh 's  impatience  accelerated  his  Yojage ;  he  was  hack 
again  before  it  was  thought  he  could  have  reached  half  way, 
and  brought  with  him  the  remedy  against  the  evils  caused  by 
the  loveliest  eyes  in  the  world. 

The  people  followed  him  in  crowds  as  far  as  Radiant's 
apartment,  but  not  a  soul  followed  him  when  he  went  in. 

He  carried  with  him  a  great  phial  as  large  as  the  largest 
drinking  glass  ;  it  was  entirely  made  of  one  diamond,  and  con- 
tained a  liquor  so  extremely  bright  that  the  dazzling  eyes  of  the 
princess  were  themselves  so  overpowered  by  it  she  was  obliged 
to  close  them. 

Pooh-pooh  seized  the  moment  and  moistened  her  temples 
and  her  eye-lids  with  it.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  she 
opened  her  eyes  again,  and  Pooh-pooh  having  had  all  the  doors 
thrown  open,  the  people  beheld  the  miracle  and  greeted  it  with 
acclamations*  Her  eyes  appeared  as  brDliant  as  ever,  but  so 
harmless  were  they  that  an  infant  of  a  year  old  might  have 
ogled  her  for  a  whole  day  and  never  the  worse  for  it. 

Pooh-pooh  kissing  the  hem  of  her  robe  was  the  fii*st  to  com- 
pliment her  on  the  occasion,  and  withdrew  under  the  pretext  of 
bearing  the  news  to  the  Caliph,  when  in  reality  he  was  obeying 
the  promptings  of  his  heart  that  led  him  towards  his  charming 
May-flower. 

The  news  of  his  return  and  of  the  miracle  he  had  performed, 
had  spread  so  rapidly,  however,  in  all  directions,  that  he  found  he 
could  not  escape  seeing  the  Caliph  before  he  visited  his  mistress. 

The  good  prince  was  like  to  have  gone  crazy  with  joy  when 
he  was  informed  that  his  daughter's  eyes  had  lost  all  their 
mischievous  power,  but  not  a  jot  of  all  their  beauty  ;  and  when 
Pooh-pooh  wetting  his  eyes  with  the  liquid,  restored  him  to 
sight,  he  appeared  less  delighted  to  behold  once  more  the  light 
of  day,  than  grateful  towaSs  him  who  had  restored  it  to  him. 
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He  IcBelt  doiTQ  before  bim  and  insisted  ob  embracing  bis  feet, 
and  after  otber  excesses  less  becoming  bis  rank  tban  his  grati- 
tude, be  was  for  conducting  bim  fortbwitb  to  bis  daughter, 
that  sbe  might  choose  him  for  her  husband,  and  marry  him  the 
same  daj,  protesting  in  the  presence  of  bis  council,  that  he 
should  never  be  bappj  until  be  saw  bis  palace  filled  with  a 
tribe  of  little  Pooh-poohs. 

"  Oh !  as  for  the  little  Pooh-poohs  I  can't  resist  them/'  said 
the  Sultan,  "  I  give  in  ;  I  Ve  had  all  the  trouble  in  the  world 
to  resist  the  otber,  but  I  can  stand  no  more.  Dinarzade,  I 
Acknowledge  myself  beaten  ;  I  owe  you  the  life  of  your  sister, 
take  it,  it  is  yours,  and  I  here  restore  all  my  affection  to  her, 
which  she  deserves  not  only  by  her  charms  and  her  erudition, 
but  more  especially  by  the  beautiful  stories  with  which  she  has 
Bent  me  to  sleep  for  so  many  nights.  Go,  Dinarzade,  summon 
hither  the  vizir  your  father ;  let  bim  bring  my  sceptre  with  all 
baste,  and  the  seal' of  the  empire,  that  I  may  confirm,  with  all 
|be  requisite  solemnities,  the  promise  I  made  you/' 

Dinarzade  waited  not  to  be  told  a  second  time ;  and  soon 
after  returned  with  the  grand  vizir,  who  wept  scalding  tears  as 
be  affixed  the  seal  to  his  daughter's  pardon.  When  this  was 
done,  respectfully  raising  the  coverlet,  he  made  three  profound 
obeisances  at  the  foot  of  the  imperial  bed.  The  Sultana  then 
making  one  leap  from  the  bed  to  the  ground,  and  prostrating 
herself  before  her  lord  and  master,  kissed  the  little  toe  of  his 
left  foot,  which  he  stretched  out  to  her  in  the  most  affectionate 
manner,  while  at  the  same  time  be  raised  himself  up,  and 
applied  bis  royal  sceptre  to  the  end  of  her  nose,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  country,  in  token  of  bis  pardon. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  ceremonies,  the  vizir  and  the 
prudent  Dinarzade,  having  assisted  the  empress  into  bed  again, 
drew  the  curtains,  and  deeming  their  presence  no  longer  requi- 
site, opened  the  doors,  and  were  about  to  withdraw,  when  the 
Sultan,  calling  them  back,  said, 

**I  do  not  repent  the  pardon  which  I  have  granted  the 
Sultana,  but  as  I  am  resolved  that  in  all  my  actions  justice 
shall  go  hand  in  hand  with  clemency,  to-morrow,  at  break  of 
day,  I  will  have  the  traitor  banged  who  has  dared  reveal  the 
proceedings  of  my  councils.  Dinarzade  could  never  have 
^amed  what  had  taken  place  with  respect  to  Pooh-pooh  but 
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Srom  her  father  or  her  lorfer.  Mj  mir,  tiierefor^  sad  Hie 
Frinee  of  Trebisonde,  will  hsTe  to  drair  lots,  and  the  loaer, 
whether  he  be  guilljr  or  simply  unfortimaitey  ritall  be  aaerifieed 
aeording  to  the  ordiDances  ai  the  state." 

The  vizir,  well  acquainted  with  the  inhnmaii  nature  of  his 
master,  turned  paler  than  death  at  this  decree,  and  going  down 
on  both  his  knees,  took  heayen  and  earth,  the  prophet  and  the 
Koran,  to  witness  that  he  was  innocent.  Bat  the  courageous 
Dinarzade,  far  from  taking  alarm  at  these  maaaces,  exclaimed, 
*'  You  are  far  readier,  raj  lord,  to  form  inhuman  resolutions 
khan  to  afford  any  proofs  of  jour  affection.  I  ought  to  be  more 
affected  than  anj  other  bj  what  jou  have  said,  if  it  be  true  that 
either  mj  fiither  or  the  Prince  of  Trebizonde  are  guilt j  ;  never- 
theless I  consent  to  abandon  them  both  to  jour  anger  if  I  £ail  to 
obtain  jour  own  acknowledgment  before  the  end  of  m  j  story  that 
it  was  jourself  who  revealed  to  me  this  precious  secret,  and 
that  if  it  be  a  crime  to  have  spoken  of  it,  your  terrible  highness 
would  better  deserve  the  rope  than  either  my  father  or  the 
prince,  whom  you  call  my  lover." 

The  vizir  had  almost  fainted  away  at  the  temerity  of  hia 
daughter's  speech  ;  but  the  equitable  Sultan,  as  if  just  awaking 
to  consciousness  after  a  profound  reverie,  first  clasped  his  hands 
together,  then  removing  his  nightcap,  asked  pardon  of  Maho- 
met ;  and  having  rubbed  Dinarzade's  nose  thrice  with  his  royal 
sceptre,  thrice  that  of  his  vizir,  and  thrice  his  own,  promised 
to  do  as  much  the  next  day  to  the  captivating  Trebizonde. 
When  the  ceremonial  of  this  amnesty  was  concluded,  he  con- 
jured the  prudent  Dinarzade  never  to  reveal  what  had  passed 
between  them  relative  to  Pooh-pooh ;  and  as  it  was  only  a  quarter 
to  one  be  ordered  her  to  finish  her  story,  which  she  did  in  the 
following  terms : — 

The  Caliph's  council  were  on  the  point  of  repeating  after 
him  the  name  of  the  little  Pooh-poohs,  as  they  had  done  that  of 
the  great,  but  they  remembered  that  it  was  forbidden  by  one 
of  the  articles  of  his  previous  treaty. 

While  the  Caliph  hastened  to  embrace  his  daughter,  Poob^ 
pooh  was  called  upon  to  cure  all  those  who  had  suffered  from 
her  charms.  The  number  of  victims  was  immense,  but 
as  the  remedy  was  quickly  applied,  he  had  soon  dispatched 
them.    Acclamations  and  cries  of  joy  resounded  everywhere  | 
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and  amidst  tliis  uniYenal  re](»!iiig  Maj-flower  alone  was 
imhappy. 

The  report  of  Poob-pooh's  aniyal  had  reached  the  seneschaTs 
widow,  who  lost  no  time  in  apprising  May-flower ;  on  recdying 
this  intelligence,  which  at  any  other  time  would  have  filled 
her  with  joj,  ^e  was  nearly  driven  wild  with  despair.  Still 
belieying  that  her  cmel  rival  and  her  confidant  sympathised  with 
her  misfortune,  she  threw  herself  at  their  feet,  and  entreated 
that  Pooh-pooh  might  not  behold  her  in  snch  a  condition.  They 
prtMnised  to  comply  with  her  request,  telling  her  at  the  same 
time  that  she  coitld  not  refuse  seeing  the  Caliph,  who,  as  soon  as 
his  sight  was  recovered,  had  desired  to  satisfy  his  curiosity 
relative  to  one  who  was  represented  to  be  as  beautiful  as  Radiant 
herself;  and  while  saying  this,  the  cruel  wretches,  in  spite 
of  her  resistance,  began  to  dress  her  up  from  head  to  foot,  that 
she  might  appear  the  more  disfigured. 

The  poor  creature  was  nothing  but  skin  and  bone ;  a  pale 
blnish  tint  had  replaced  the  brilliant  vermilion  of  her  lips  and 
cheeks ;  the  fire  of  her  eyes  was  extinguished,  and  her  ema- 
ciated face  appeared  more  ghastly  still  beneath  the  brilliant 
head-dress  in  which  they  had  dressed  her. 

Thus  accoutred,  they  laid  her  out  upon  a  rich  conch,  where 
she  had  scarcely  adjusted  herself,  when  she  heard  her  lover 
ascending  the  stairs.  The  heartless  couple  told  her  it  was  the 
Caliph,  and  withdrew. 

May-flower  made  an  eSoH  to  raise  herself  in  order  to  receive 
him  with  respect ;  but  when,  instead  of  the  Caliph,  she  beheld 
Poop-pooh,  uttering  a  wild  shriek,  she  threw  herself  back  on  the 
support  of  the  couch.  Surprised  as  he  was  at  this  action,  he  was 
much  inore  so  at  the  strange  figure  before  him ;  drawing  near, 
howev^,  while  she  was  recovering  her  senses,  he  inquired  of 
her  where  he  should  find  May-flower.  This  was  the  fatal 
blow  to  her  suffering  heart ;  her  strength  abandoned  her,  and 
mstead  of  answering  him,  hidmg  h^  visage  in  a  comer  of  the 
conch,  she  gave  way  to  tears  and  despair. 

Pooh-pooh,  completely  at  a  loss  what  to  make  of  all  this 
grief,  and  of  the  figure  she  presented,  left  the  room  to  seek  for 
May-flower  in  every  i^artment  of  the  house.  The  seneschal's 
widow  and  her  Moorish  attendant  repeated  over  and  over  again, 
with  borsta  of  lai^ht^,  that  he  had  but  just  left  her.     Vexed 
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out  of  all  patience  at  so  unseasonable  a  jest,  and  still  more 
incensed  at  the  complacent  and  satisfied  air  with  which  they 
seemed  to  be  making  a  sport  of  him,  he  left  them  abruptly, 
and  repaired  to  the  palace,  where  a  scene  of  a  different  nature 
awaited  him. 

The  beautiful  parrot  had  taken  flight  while  Pooh-pooh  was 
engaged  doctoring  the  eyes  of  the  princess,  whom  he  now 
beheld  rolling  on  the  ground  and  tearing  her  hair. 

The  Caliph  and  all  his  court  were  mounted  upon  ladders, 
looking  at  the  tops  of  the  beds,  into  the  cornices  of  the  ceiling, 
and  ransacking  everj  place  where  it  might  possibly  hare  thrust 
itself. 

Pooh-pooh,  who  could  make  nothing  of  all  he  saw,  inquired 
of  eyery  one  whether  they  had  seen  anything  of  May-flower, 
and  was  only  answered  by  being  asked  the  same  question  about 
the  parrot.  He  set  them  all  down  as  mad,  and  was  nigh 
becoming  so  himself.  Directly  the  Caliph  saw  him,  he  ran  to 
meet  him,  and  believing  that  nothing  was  beyond  his  power, 
entreated  him  to  appease  the  despair  of  Radiant  by  restoring 
the  lost  parrot. 

Pooh-pooh  was  amazed  at  the  father's  anxiety,  no  less  than 
at  the  obstinacy  of  the  daughter,  and  unable  to  understand  how 
there  could  exist  any  other  source  of  uneasiness  than  that  which 
troubled  him,  instead  of  replying  to  what  the  Caliph  said,  he 
told  him  that  it  was  only  by  making  himself  responsible  to 
Serena  for  the  safety  of  May-flower  that  he  had  been  able  to 
obtain  the  remedy  for  so  many  evils ;  that,  before  all,  May-flower 
must  be  found,  and  then  he  had  no  doubt  he  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  recovering  the  parrot. 

Radiant  heard  these  words  of  consolation,  and  believed  them 
coming  from  the  lips  of  one  who  boasted  of  nothing  he  was 
unable  to  achieve.  Tranquillity  returning  to  her  heart,  recom- 
poscd  her  countenance,  whose  charms  had  fled  at  the  approach 
of  grief.  The  remembrance  of  Pooh-pooh  began  to  retiu*n  to 
her  at  the  same  time,  and  she  recalled  all  that  he  had  done  for 
her,  and  all  that  she  had  promised  him.  After  musing  some 
time,  the  memory  of  her  first  attachment,  of  her  word  which 
she  had  pledged,  and  of  her  gratitude,  presentiDg  themselves 
to  her  mind  at  one  and  the  same  moment,  settled  her  deter* 
mination,  and  kneeling  before  her  father,  she  besought  him 


THE  HISTORY  OF  MAT-FLOWER.  4l3 

that  he  would  allow  her  to  acquit  herself  of  all  her  engage- 
ments towards  a  man  who  had  risked  everything  to  serve  her. 

On  hearing  this,  the  Caliph  leapt  for  joy  in  a  manner  which 
astounded  the  whole  court,  and,  instead  of  answering  his 
daughter,  nearly  smothered  her  with  kisses,  assuring  her  that 
she  could  not  have  more  delighted  him,  had  she  made  a  choice 
which  would  have  added  fifteen  such  provinces  as  Cashmere  to 
liis  dominions  ;  and,  turning  round  to  emhrace  his  future  son- 
in-law,  and  present  him  with  the  hand  of  the  loveliest  princess 
in  the  world,  discovered  that  he  was  missing.  In  vain  was 
search  made  for  him  in  every  comer  of  the  palace ;  no 
sooner  had  he  got  an  inkling  of  the  end  towards  which 
Radiant's  reflections  were  drifting,  with  which  one  or  two 
glances  sufficiently  supplied  him,  than  he  had  immediately  dived 
into  the  crowd  and  returned  with  all  haste  to  the  house  of  the 
seneschal's  widow.  It  was  there  he  had  left  his  heloved 
May-flower  when  he  set  out  on  his  journey  to  Serena,  and  it 
was  there  he  was  resolved  to  find  her,  or  know  what  had 
hecome  of  her.  He  found  her  ;  hut^.  gracious  heaven  !  in  what 
a  condition ! 

The  reflections  which  she  had  made  in  the  intervals  of  her  tears 
after  he  had  left  her,  tended  in  no  way  to  alleviate  her  distress. 
He  had  inquired  of  her  own  self  where  he  should  find 
May-flower !  **  Frightfully  altered,  indeed,  did  he  find  the 
unfortunate  May-flower,''  said  she.  "  But,  alas !  if  he  had 
ever  loved  me,  could  his  heart  have  failed  to  recognise  me.  I 
fear  he  recognised  me  hut  too  well !  "  she  continued :  "  yes^ 
he  recognised  and  loathed  me,  and  never  shall  I  hehold  him 
again." 

Another  and  a  more  violent  fit  of  pain  seized  her  at  this 
moment,  which  she  hoped  would  be  the  last  of  her  life  ;  and 
as  she  had  kept  by  her  the  tablets  in  which  Pooh-pooh  had 
written  so  many  tender  and  impassioned  things,  she  desired  to 
leave  a  faithful  portraiture  of  the  feelings  of  her  heart,  in  bid- 
ding him  a  last  adieu.  Nothing  could  be  more  touching  than 
the  words  in  which  this  was  expressed. 

That  which  is  uttered  under  circumstances  of  so  solemn  a 
nature  rarely  fails  to  inspire  the  deepest  emotion,  and  poor 
May-flower,  obeying  the  promptings  of  a  sincere  heart,  im- 
{»ressed  with  the  conviction  that  it  was  about  to  cease  beating  for 
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ever,  fiunted  away,  aa  ehe  peneiUed  her  last  portiog  wordd  uponi 
the  tablets.  Pooh-pooh  loiew  them  again,  but  it  was  not  ti& 
he  had  read  what  she  had  just  written  that  he  reoognised  May- 
flower herself  His  bh)od  was  congealed  in  his  reina  at  the 
spectacle  ;  he  ezainined  her  firom  head  to  foot,  hot  coold  And 
nothing  oi  the  beLng  he  loTod  in  the  struige  tigvare  tiiat  waa 
before  him.  He  thought  her  dead,  and  indeed,  from  ^e 
appeannee  d>e  pre^ttted,  uij  one  might  hii^e  i»i«med  sl» 
had  been  so  for  a  fortnight  at  least. 

Affection  succeeded  astonishment  in  his  bieast,  and  was 
presenUy  joined  by  compas8i<m,  while  despair  was  hoTering 
near  at  hand.  Pressing  the  cold  and  emaciated  hand  of  his 
mistress  in  transport  to  his  lips,  he  bathed  it  in  a  torrent  of 
tears.  This  action  arrested  the  spirit  about  to  depart  for  ever ; 
she  feebly  opened  her  eyes,  and  beheld  at  her  feet  one  whose 
presence  she  desired  the  most  ardently  of  any  in  the  world,  yet 
feared  the  most,— cme  who  alone  could  cause  her  to  regret  life, 
or  wish  for  death. 

The  tender  things  which  they  said  to  each  other  would  hare 
melted  the  heart  of  the  most  sayage  being.  He  eamestlj 
protested  that  he  loved  her  no  less  than  when  she  was  arrayed 
in  all  the  charms  oi  her  former  freshness  and  beauty ;  tiiat 
though  h^  charming  appearance  had  at.  first  captivated  his 
hearty  her  mind,  her  gentleness,  and  all  the  engaging  graces 
of  her  manners  had  made  a  more  lively  and  durable  impression 
than  any  that  the  most  brilliant  charms  could  produce,  and  one 
which  only  deatii  could  efface. 

She  wept  with  joy  and  emotion,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  h&c 
life,  pressed  his  hand,  because  she  imagined  it  would  also  be  the 
last;  and  though  the  pressure  was  feeble,  her  whole  heart 
went  with  it.  She  gave  him  to  understand  that  after  such 
ancere  proofs  of  a  constancy  so  rare,  she  died  happy ;  and 
beUeved  that  she  was  doing  as  she  said. 

The  impertinent  seneschal's  widow  now  appeared  to  interrupt 
this  touching  conversation  ;  all  her  jealousy  was  roused  (mce 
more  when  she  beheld  Pooh-pooh  kneeling  at  the  feet  of  a 
being  whom  she  thought  he  would  have  looked  upon  with 
'  horror.  She  had  just  returned  from  the  court,  where  she  had 
been  informed  of  the  Princess's  dengn  with  respect  to  Pooh- 
pooh^  and  of  the  Caliph's  transports  of  delight  oa  announcing 
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this  marriage.     She  took  care  to  compliment  faim  on  his  good 
fortane  in  the  proBenee  of  the  dying  May-flower. 

The  stroke  was  w^  caleolated  to  despatch  her  Tictim  at 
once ;  the  sudden  transport  of  jealousy,  however,  which  was  in- 
tended to  OTerwhdm  her  strength,  kindled  anew  the  flickering 
embers  of  life  ;  hut  it  was  only  that  she  might  suffer  renewed 
tortures. 

At  this  moment  the  Princess,  accompanied  by  the  Caliph,  her 
fiather,  and  the  whole  court,  entered  the  apartment.  Her  sur- 
prise was  extreme  at  beholding  such  a  flgiure  as  that  before 
which  Pooh-pooh  was  kneeling ;  but  still  greater  was  the  amaze- 
ment of  May>flower,  as  she  gazed  on  a  beauty  who  surpassed  all 
that  had  ever  been  said  of  her.  It  was  then  that  h^^courage^ 
and  what  little  strength  she  had  still  remaining,  deserted  her 
at  once ;  she  kept  her  eyes  for  a  while  fixed  upon  Radiant, 
then  tamed  them  towards  her  lover,  and  a  moment  alter  closed 
them  for  ever. 

He  uttered  a  wild  piercing  shriek,  at  which  the  assembly 
started  with  horror,  and  which  imparted  some  degree  of  emotion 
to  Radiant. 

The  Caliph  perceiring  it,  said,  in  order  to  tranquillise  her, 
*'  Be  assured  this  cry  of  grief  is  a  mere  nothing ;  you  will  soon 
eee  that  this  carcass  over  which  he  is  lamenting  will  turn 
out  to  be  some  aged  relative,  and  a  certain  tribute  must  be 
paid  to  the  ties  of  blood."  Addressing  himself  to  Pooh-pooh 
then — "  Come,  my  friend,"  said  he,  **  let  me  see  you  stand  up 
and  wipe  your  eyes ;  'ods  my  life,  'tis  making  a  fool  of  (me  to 
be  crying  like  a  child  beside  tliat  old  mummy  of  a  thing,  when 
I  have  come  to  offer  you  the  kingdcnn  of  Cashmere,  and  the 
hand  of  the  Princess  Radiant." 

I  know  not  what  answer  another  might  have  made  to  such 
an  harangue  as  this,  but  Pooh-pooh  made  none  of  any  kind,  so 
that  the  crowd  of  bystanders  thought  him  dead,  as  well  as 
May-flower. 

Matters  were  in  this  position  when  the  Moorish  woman  made 
her  appearance.  She  appeared  afflicted  at  the  death  of  May- 
^ower,  and  seemed  to  feel  for  the  grief  of  Pooh-pooh ;  but 
aeeing  the  state  of  embarrassment  in  which  the  Caliph  was,  she 
ladvised  him  to  have  the  body  removed  and  buried  immediately^ 
if  he  desired  to  render  Pooh-pooh  amenable  to  reason.     The 


416  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

advice  of  this  woman,  since  she  had  goyemed  the  mind  of  the 
seneschal's  widow,  had  always  heen  followed  as  strictlj  as 
though  an  oracle  had  spoken  ;  nor  was  it  neglected  in  this 
instance. 

In  vain  did  Pooh-pooh,  with  shrieks,  and  every  effort  at 
resistance,  seek  to  prevent  this  separation.  He  was  torn  hy 
force  from  her  whom  he  loved  more  than  life  :  a  fmieral  pile, 
was  raised  in  the  palace-yard,  upon  which  May-flower  was  laid, 
while  the  despairing  Pooh-pooh  was  violently  dragged  from  the 
scene. 

After  the  performance  of  certain  mournful  ceremonies,  the 
Caliph,  desirous  to  do  every  honour  to  a  person  in  whom  his 
future  son-in-law  had  appeared  so  interested,  caused  a  nmnber 
of  flambeaux,  composed  of  aromatic  gums  and  other  costly 
ingredients,  to  he  distributed,  first  to  his  daughter  and  the 
council,  then  to  the  officers  of  the  crown  and  to  his  courtiers  ; 
and  raising  that  which  he  held  in  his  hand  above  his  head  : 

**  Would  to  Heaven,"  he  said,  **  that  my  son  Pooh-pooh  might 
witness  with  what  honours  I  am  about  to  bum  the  body  of  her 
whose  loss  he  so  much  laments  ;  I  am  well  assured  it  would 
afford  him  considerable  satisfaction." 

At  these  words,  he  was  about  to  set  fiire  to  the  four  comers 
of  the  pile,  when  suddenly  the  air  resounded  with  harmonious 
sounds,  and  in  a  few  moments,  Serena,  mounted  on  the  mare 
Jingle,  appeared  before  them. 

The  sensations  which  her  presence  created  in  the  assembled 
crowd  were  extremely  various  in  their  nature  ;  it  arrested  the 
officious  zeal  of  the  Caliph,  and  struck  the  courtiers  with  respect 
for  a  person  in  whose  bearing  there  was  something  august  and 
imposing  ;  from  Radiant  it  elicited  shouts  of  joy  as  she  behel4 
her  lost  parrot  perched  on  the  wrist  of  the  enchantress,  but  it 
threw  the  seneschars  widow  into  such  confusion  that  she  would 
have  been  seen  to  change  colom*  had  nature  supplied  that  which 
was  on  her  cheek ;  while  her  confidant  turned  her  eyes  in  every 
direction  in  the  hopes  of  nmking  her  escape,  but  soon  felt  that 
her  case  was  desperate. 

The  learned  Serena,  alighting  from  her  steed,  advanced 
towards  the  pile  ;  in  her  right  hand  she  held  the  wand  of  truth. 
This  wand  was  of  gold  and  so  extremely  brilliant  that  it  over- 
powered the  sight. 
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She  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of  the  occasion  which  had 
given  rise  to  the  spectacle  before  her,  and  on  her  seeking  an 
explanation  from  the  Caliph:  ''It  is  the  body,"  said  he,  " of 
one  May-flower,  which  we  were  about  to  consume  by  fire." 

''  And  of  what  crime  has  she  been  guilty  ?  "  said  she  in  a 
tone  of  sererity.  '*What  has  this  May-flower  done  to  you 
that  she  should  be  burnt  aHve  ?  " 

The  assembled  crowd  started  with  horror,  or  with  joy  at 
these  words.  The  Caliph  begged  her  pardon  for  haying  for- 
gotten that  she  was  her  daughter,  but  neyertheless  obstinately 
maintained  that  she  was  dead,  and  the  proof  of  it  was,  that 
they  were  about  to  bum  her. 

Serena,  not  deigning  to  answer  him,  commanded  May-flower 
to  be  taken  down  from  the  pile,  and  haying  caused  her  to  be 
laid  upon  a  couch  and  conyeyed  into  the  palace,  drew  near  her» 
and  turning  to  the  Caliph : 

''You  shall  see,"  she  said,  " that  she  is  not  dead,  and  there 
are  among  you  those  who  know  it  but  too  well." 

At  the  end  of  this  speech,  she  touched  May-flower  on  the 
forehead  with  the  end  of  her  wand,  and  in  an  instant  she  was 
seen  to  reyiye  and  her  eyes  opened  ;  but  her  expression 
depicted  the  astonishment  of  one,  who,  on  awakening  from  a 
long  sleep,  finds  herself  in  a  place  unknown  to  her. 

The  august  Serena  appeared  surprised  at  the  frightful 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  her  appearance.  She 
inquired  for  Pooh-pooh,  who  was  immediately  summoned  to  her 
presence,  for  when  she  spoke  all  obeyed.  No  sooner  did  he 
make  his  appearance  than  the  beautiful  parrot  set  up  a  loud 
shriek  and  clapped  his  wings.  Pooh-pooh  recognised  him  as 
the  bird  he  had  met  with  on  his  road  to  the  sorceress  Dentata ; 
but  in  the  grief  which  absorbed  him,  he  paid  no  great  attention 
to  this  incident,  for  he  was  ignorant  of  what  had  just  taken 
place. 

Serena,  eyeing  him  with  indignation,  exclaimed,  "  Wretch ! 
haye  you  the  face  to  appear  in  my  presence,  you  who  engaged 
yourself  at  the  peril  of  your  own  life  to  answer  for  that  of  May- 
flower !  Was  it  not  treachery  enough  that  you  consented  to 
the  cruel  poison  which,  after  throwing  her  into  a  mortal  languor, 
rendered  her  frightful  to  behold.  But  you  abandoned  her  like 
a  coward  to  the  ruthless  cruelty  of  her  enemies,  and  to  th6 
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llamesy  witich  but  now  were  about  to  derouf  all  that  remained 
of  the  innocent  Maj'-flower  ;  abandonwg  her  in  bo  barbarous  a 
manner  only  that  your  treachery  might  appear  the  more  signal 
in  those  eyes  for  which  you  betrayed  her." 

Pooh*pooh  was  as  Uttle  moved  by  this  long  tirade  of 
reproaches  as  though  they  had  been  addressed  to  another; 
he  was  entirely  taken  up  with  the  death  of  May-flower,  and  his 
mind  seemed  to  be  wandering  in  search  of  her  shade.  But 
the  enchantress,  who  was  only  putting  him  to  the  proof  that 
he  might  tritunph  the  more  signally,  addressing  him  again : 
"  Go,*'  said  she,  "  and  receiye  the  reward  which  the  fates  have 
in  store  for  you,  notwithstanding  the  blackness  of  your 
infidelity ;  it  is  a  recompense  which  you  have  deserved  by 
your  courage  and  firmness  in  bringing  to  an  end  the  most 
arduous  and  perilous  of  enterprises.  *'  And  you,  princess," 
she  said,  addressing  Radiant,  **  choose,  or  rather  claim  now 
your  husband.  Tou  were  not  indifferent  to  Pooh-pooh  before 
he  had  dared  so  much  in  your  service  ;  everything  now  speaka 
in  his  favour,  and  I  command  you,  on  behalf  of  the  fates^  to 
name  your  husband." 

Radiant  looked  at  the  beautiful  parrot,  then  at  Pooh-pooh» 
and  then  at  May-flower,  glancing  several  times  from  one  to  the 
other,  and,  after  musing  a  few  moments:  **  Let  him  choose 
for  himself,"  she  said,  "  between  May-flower,  and  Radiant.*' 

Pooh-pooh  started  at  these  words  ;  and  as  though  jusi 
awakening  from  a  dream  :  **  Fair  Radiant,"  said  he,  addressing 
her,  '^  I  am  not  worthy  a  glory  to  which  I  now  no  longer  aspire^ 
and  on  which  indeed  I  have  not  bestowed  a  thought  from  the 
first  moment  I  beheld  the  unfortunate  May-flower.  She  is 
now  no  more,  and  my  heart  upbraids  me  for  every  instant  thai 
I  survive  her.  For  her  alone  did  I  live,  and  the  only  choice 
which  is  now  left  me  is  to  follow  her." 

"  What  if  she  still  lived  ?  "  said  Serena. 

These  words  recalled  him  in  some  measure  ib  himself,  and 
a  gleam  of  hope  stole  into  his  heart*  He  knew  the  power  of 
Serena,  and  throwing  himself  at  her  feet : 

"  What  if  she  live  !  "  he  exclaimed,  '*  Let  her  live !  and  if 
her  life  can  be  purchased  at  the  expense  of  mine,  let  Pooh-pooh 
perish,  and  let  May-flower  behold  once  more  the  light  of  day."* 

However  far  from  a  fool  a  man  may  be,  there  are  always  a 
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hundred  cireumstances  when,  if  he  he  passionatelj  enamoured, 
iie  will  haye  no  control  over  his  actions  ;  hut  it  is  in  accordance 
with  propriety  itself  to  hetray  a  loss  of  self-possesBion  under  an 
afflietion  such  as  that  he  imagined  himself  suffering.  So  com- 
pletely deprived  of  ordinary  sense  was  he  upon  this  occasion, 
that  he  would  have  remained  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  Serena  till 
the  end  of  the  world,  waiting  for  the  resurrection  of  his  mistress, 
without  ever  dreaming  for  an  instant  that  she  was  not  dead. 

The  gentle  May-flower,  whose  ears  not  a  word  of  this  con- 
versation escaped,  lay  almost  fainting  upon  her  couch  with 
excess  of  joy  and  gratitude. 

Serena  now  thought  it  time  to  grant  some  relief  to  the  grief 
of  so  perfect  a  lover.  She  raised  him  in  spite  of  his  will  &om 
the  ground,  where  he  persisted  in  remaining  upon  his  knees 
like  a  criminal  suing  for  pardon  ;  and  laying  aside  the  as^ 
siuned  aspect  of  severity  which  she  had  given  to  her  counte- 
oaooe  and  her  look : 

''Advance,''  she  said,  *  advance,  and  hehold  once  more  your 
own  May-flower  ;  and  if  your  constancy  he  proof  against  the 
^htful  alteration  of  her  appearance,  live  for  her  as  she  will 
live  for  you." 

Pooh-pooh,  on  again  heholding  her,  in  the  first  transports  of 
^  joy,  said  and  did  a  thousand  things  at  which  any  one  un- 
Bequainted  with  the  nature  of  love  would  have  died  of  laughing; 
He  then  protested  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  court,  taking 
heaven  and  earth  to  witness,  that  he  would  call  no  other  woman 
his  wife  than  May-flower.  It  hecame  her  to  comhat  this  reso^ 
Intion  hy  such  A  display  of  self-denial  and  generosity  as  might 
induce  him  to  ahandon  it.  Accordingly  she  hegan  to  protest 
that  her  devotion  and  gratitude  to  him  were  such  that  she 
could  not  receive  the  hand  that  was  oflered  her ;  that  her 
conscience  would  not  allow  that  he  should  sacrifice  the  most 
brilliant  fortune,  and  the  most  lovely  princess  in  the  world,  to 
bestow  himself  upon  her,  even  though  she  still  possessed  those 
poor  attractions  which  she  had  now  lost ;  hut  that  presenting 
the  firightful  figure  she  then  did,  she  would  rather  a  thousand 
times  perish  than  consent  to  it. 

The  divine  Badiant,  and  the  Caliph  her  father,  played  hut 
an  awkward  part  during  this  contest  of  generosity.  He  had 
8nfficient  sense  to  perceive  it,  and  addressing  Serena : 
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*'  This  would  be  all  very  fine,  indeed/'  said  he,  '*  and  higbly 
creditable  to  both  parties,  I  've  no  doubt,  if  there  were  no  such 
person  in  the  world  as  my  daughter  ;  but  is  she — a  handsome, 
fine-grown  girl — ^to  have  no  husband  at  all  ?  or  is  she  to  amuse 
hersdf  all  her  life  with  the  bird  which  you  have  just  returned 
to  her.  A  pretty  make-shift,  indeed,  for  a  young  princess  to 
take  up  with  a  parrot  instead  of  a  husband ! " 

He  was  going  on  to  say  a  great  deal  more,  when  the  illustrious 
Serena,  cidUdng  the  whole  assembly  to  silence,  requested  the 
particular  attention  of  the  Caliph,  his  council,  and  his  courtiers. 
There  was  something  so  noble  in  the  tone  of  her  address,  that 
all  sunk  into  the  most  respectful  silence,  while  the  Moorish 
woman  began  to  tremble  in  all  her  limbs. 

Serena,  taking  the  parrot  which  the  princess  was  holding, 
set  it  down  upon  the  ground  at  some  distance  from  her,  and 
touching  him  on  the  top  of  the  head  with  her  wand,  traced  a 
circle  of  some  width  about  him,  in  the  midst  of  which  there 
immediately  rose  a  thick  yapour  which  entirely  concealed 
him.  The  couch  upon  which  May-flower  lay  extended  was 
eubjected  to  the  same  ceremony ;  and  touching  her  on  the 
forehead  she  was  immediately  enveloped  in  a  similar  cloud  of 
vapour. 

While  the  eyes  of  all  were  attentively  fixed  upon  these  pro- 
ceedings. Jingle  was  pacing  round  and  round  in  a  circle  about 
the  spectators,  and  the  ringing  of  her  bells  gave  forth  a  concord 
of  sounds  which  so  surpassed  all  her  previous  performances, 
that  all  were  breathless  with  admiration. 

Of  what  marvellous  assistance  is  a  little  magic  to  unravel 
the  meshes  of  a  plot,  and  bring  about  the  end  of  a  tale.  So 
long  as  Jingle  continued  to  gallop  about,  so  long  did  May- 
flower and  the  parrot  continue  wrapt  in  the  clouds  which  sur- 
rounded them.  But  when  the  enchantress  struck  the  earth 
thrice  with  her  wand.  Jingle  suddenly  halted,  the  clouds  dis- 
persed, and  in  the  place  where  the  parrot  had  been  set,  there 
appeared  a  young  man  of  the  handsomest  and  the  most  charming 
figure  in  the  world. 

Pooh-pooh  immediately  recognised  his  brother,  Prince 
Phoenix,  and  uttered  a  cry  of  amazement.  But  just  as  the 
latter  was  about  to  throw  himself  into  his  arms.  Pooh-pooh, 
turning  round,   beheld  May-flower  a  thousand  times  more 
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beautiful,  and  a  thousand  times  more  blooming  than  sbe  had 
appeared  to  him  when  first  he  saw  her  beside  the  riyulet,  or 
even  than  when  he  had  gazed  with  so  much  delight  upon  her 
sleeping  form. 

The  people  expressed  their  astonishment  by  a  confusion  of 
reiterated  cries,  the  courtiers  by  exaggerated  speeches,  and 
the  Caliph  by  tears  of  joy. 

Radiant  attentively  contemplated  a  metamorphosis  which  did 
not  appear  to  displease  her ;  while  the  eyes  of  Phcenix  were 
riyetcd  upon  hers. 

But  the  impassioned  Pooh-pooh,  wildly  giving  a  loose  to  the 
excess  of  his  joy,  was  about  to  exhibit  a  thousand  proofs  of  it 
at  the  feet  of  May-flower,  had  not  Serena  arrested  him  as  he 
was  on  the  point  of  throwing  himself  before  her,  and  taking 
him  by  the  hand,  led  him  beside  his  brother.  They  now  fell 
into  each  other's  arms,  and  exchanged  the  most  affectionate 
embraces  in  tiie  world,  but  were  shortly  interrupted  in  their 
expressions  of  brotherly  love  by  the  act  of  Serena  placing  the 
Princess  Radiant  immediately  before  them. 

**  Carefully  survey  these  two  brothers,"  she  said  ;  "  weigh 
with  deliberation  the  services  of  the  one,  and  the  charms  of 
the  other  ;  but,  above  all,  consult  the  movement  of  your  own 
heart  ere  you  decide  upon  a  choice  which  your  destiny  renders 
irrevocable :  which  of  these  two  princes  do  you  choose  for  your 
husband  ;  you  cannot  make  an  unworthy  choice,  nor  can  he 
whom  you  choose  refuse  to  become  yours." 

Pooh-pooh,  in  a  great  measure  tranquillised  by  the  appear- 
ance of  Phcenix,  trembled  nevertheless  lest  the  devil  should 
tempt  her  to  ^:x.  upon  him.  But  as  there  could  be  no  com- 
parison between  them  in  point  of  beauty,  Radiant  hesitated  not 
a  moment  in  her  choice,  and  gave  her  hand  at  once  to  the 
handsome  brother.  Serena  then  joined  those  of  Pooh-pooh 
and  May-flower,  this  being  all  the  ceremony  required  in  those 
days  for  the  solemnisation  of  marriages  ;  and  never  since  mar- 
riages first  came  into  fashion,  were  princes  better  married  nor 
brides  more  perfectly  contented  with  their  lot. 

The  Caliph  not  a  whit  less  delighted  himself,  ordered  all 
the  cannon  to  be  fired,  bonfires  to  be  lighted  at  the  comer  of 
every  street,  fireworks  to  be  let  off  on  the  river  and  in  the 
public  squares,  largess  to  be  showered  among  the  people,  and 
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tiie  fountains  to  flow  with  wine  instead  of  water.  As  to  the 
magnificent  rejcneingB  which  were  to  take  place  at  court,  he 
'imdertook  the  care  of  these  himself,  and  in  all  the  world  there 
was  not  a  prince  to  equal  him  for  the  management  of  a  festiYsl. 
But  ere  he  returned  into  the  palace  hent  on  this  important  pur- 
pose, Serena  informed  him  tlutt  the  drama  which  she  had  just 
enacted  was  only  concluded  as  regarded  the  reward  of  yirtue, 
and  that  there  was  yet  something  more  f(v  the  wand  of  truth 
^  accomplish. 

The  seneschal's  widow  and  her  confidante  had  nigh  heen 
forgotten,  so  completely  was  every  one  absorbed  in  the  general 
rejoicing ;  but  the  equitable  Serena,  who  allowed  nothing  to 
escape  her,  touched  their  foreheads  with  the  infallible  wand. 
All  the  change  the  seneschal's  widow  suffered  by  this  process 
was  the  tumbling  off  oi  about  four  fingers'  thickness  of  paint 
from  each  cheek,  as  much  from  her  forehead,  and  about  twice 
as  much  from  her  throat  and  breast.  What  remained  after 
this  absti'action  was  a  wrinkled  hag,  whose  ridiculous  figure, 
tricked  out  in  the  youthful  finery,  which  she  still  retained. 
Was  enough  to  make  one  die  of  laughter. 

The  entire  change  which  the  person  of  the  Moorish  woman 
underwent,  revealed  the  horrible  features  of  Dentata,  who  had 
assumed  this  disguise  in  order  to  cany  out  her  project  of 
vengeance.  May-Flower  began  to  be  seized  with  the  same 
terrors  with  which  the  old  witch  had  formerly  inspired  her,  hut 
Serena  soon  dissipated  them  by  thus  addressing  the  Caliph: 
^' Sire,''  she  said,  ''the  fate  of  these  wretches  is  in  your 
hands  ;  it  is  for  you  to  pronounce  their  sentence." 

'*  Well,"  said  he,  **  in  that  case  they  shall  not  linger  loi^. 
Send  for  my  provost-marshal,  light  up  i^e  pile,  set  the  soroeresi 
on  the  top  of  it,  and  send  the  seneschal's  widow  to  Bedlam." 

In  vain  did  the  gentle  nature  of  May-Fkwer  incline  for 
mercy.  Pooh-pooh  had  not  forgotten  the  cruelties  she  had 
practised  towards  her ;  he  felt  the  box  on  the  ear  so  unjustly 
dealt  her  still  tingling  on  his  cheek,  and  confirmed  the  sentenee 
passed  upon  the  odious  Dentata.  As  for  the  seneschal's  widow, 
no  one  pitied  her  fiite. 

The  illustrious  and  charming  company  then  betook  them- 
selves to  the  palace,  leaving  the  executioners  to  do  thesr 
duty. 
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Tlie  Caliph  began  by  iesuing  all  the  neeessary  orderi  for 
tiie  apjn^aching  Site,  which  was  to  eclipse  in  magnifioenoe 
all  that  he  had  ever  yet  given  ;  and  he  had  given  some  of  the 
most  maryellouB  grandeur.  While  the  execution  of  his  orders 
was  giving  rise  to  a  scene  of  busy  activity,  anxious  to  do 
the  honours  of  his  court  in  person  to  Serena,  he  made  her 
admire  the  various  beauties  of  a  superb  saloon  which  had  been 
completed  shortly  after  the  birth  of  Radiant.  Doubtless, 
there  was  nothing  in  his  palace  worthier  the  attention  of 
the  learned  enchantress,  for  even  the  inaccessible  abode  which 
she  had  built  for  herself  scarcely  boasted  of  anything  so 
marvellous  or  so  splendid.  Tbe  Caliph  perceiving  her  admi- 
ration, **  Don't  run  away  with  the  idea,"  said  he,  **  that  it  is 
I  who  have  imagined  all  this.  You  must  know  that  during  the 
pregnancy  of  the  late  queen,  I  had  a  dream,  in  which  I  thought 
that  she  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  little  dragon,  who,  imme- 
diately he  was  born,  began  to  gnaw  the  whites  of  my  eyes.  I 
consulted  all  the  learned  men  on  the  subject  of  a  dream  which 
caused  me  considerable  anxiety.  Some  said  that  I  should  have 
a  son  who  would  dispossess  me  of  my  throne,  after  putting  my 
eyes  oat ;  others  maintained  that  he  would  only  cast  my  glory 
into  the  shade,  either  by  feats  of  arms,  or  by  the  vivacity  of  his 
wit,  which  was  to  eclipse  the  light  of  my  own.  My  only  anxiety 
was,  kst  the  first  prediction  should  be  fulfilled.  At  last,  one 
who  pretmided  to  deeper  skill  than  the  rest,  assured  me  that 
ihb  son  would  threaten  the  tranquillity  of  my  mind,  or  that  of 
my  dominions,  unless  I  could  raise  up  this  building  before  his 
birth  ;  he  gave  me  the  plan  of  it,  such  as  you  now  see  it,  and 
imdertook  to  carry  it  into  execution.  But  in  spite  of  all  the 
diligence  he  could  use,  the  queen,  my  spouse,  was  delivered  of 
Radiant  before  it  could  be  completed.  All  my  fears  ceased, 
when,  instead  of  the  diabolical  little  dragon  of  a  son,  with 
which  their  predictions  threatened  me,  I  beheld  myself  the 
fiather  of  the  loveliest  girl  the  world  had  ever  seen  ;  for  in  fact 
she  was  only  too  beautiful,  as  we  subsequently  had  occasion  to 
find  out ;  for  if  your  gracious  self  and  Pooh-pooh  had  not  taken 
the  matter  in  hand,  my  whole  court  would,  at  this  moment,  be 
every  one  of  them  as  blind  as  bats. '  But  you,  from  whom 
netlung  is  hidd^i,  can,  no  doubt,  tell  me  how  it  came 
to  be  interpreted,  that  I  should  have  a  son  instead  of  a 
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daughter  ?  What  was  the  object  of  building  this  saloon,  with 
all  its  ornaments  ? — in  short,  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 
whole  dream,  for  it  must  hare  had  respect  to  Radiant,  seeing 
that  it  bore  upon  the  subject  of  eyes  V* 

<<  Do  jou  wish  to  know?''  said  Serena.  "Here  is  the 
explanation  of  the  whole  mystery.  Your  dream  was  purely 
and  simply  a  dream,  your  interpreters  were  impostors  or 
ignorant  fools,  and  he  who  advised  you  to  build  this  saloon 
was  an  architect  who  wanted  to  profit  by  the  adyice  he  gave 
you.  But  let  us  join  our  lovers,  and  you  vrill  learn  some 
further  and  more  particular  account  of  the  fatal  effects 
which  were  produced  for  a  certain  time  by  the  eyes  of 
Eadiant." 

The  two  brothers  had  been  at  no  loss  how  to  bestow  their 
time  during  this  conversation ;  they  were  both  passionately 
enamoured,  and  both  found  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  two  most 
charming  creatures  in  the  world.  Their  beauty,  it  is  true, 
was  of  a  different  character  ;  that  of  Radiant  inspired  amaze- 
ment, but  May-Flower's  had  a  touching  grace;  one  dazzled 
the  eye,  the  other  insinuated  itself  to  the  very  bottom  of  the 
heart,  as  it  disclosed  a  succession  of  nameless  charms,  which 
are  felt  better  than  they  are  expressed. 

The  handsome  PhoBuix,  after  again  exchanging  caresses 
with  a  brother  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  was  on  the  point  of 
satisfying  the  desire  he  felt  of  learning  what  adventures  had 
befallen  him  since  their  separation,  when  the  Caliph  and  the 
illustrious  Serena  joined  them. 

Pooh-pooh  begged  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  allow  the 
recital  to  take  place  in  their  presence,  and  Phoenix  began  as 
follows : — 

THE  STORY  OP  PH(ENIX. 

When  Prince  Bulfinch  and  I  parted  from  each  other  ia 
search  of  adventures — 

"And  who,  if  you  please,"  said  the  Caliph,  "may  Prince 
Bulfinch  be  ?  " 

"I,"  said  Pooh-pooh,  "  am  that  individual ;  I  laid  aside  the 
name,  I  cannot  tell  why,  and  assumed  that  which  I  now  bear, 
and  which  I  am  resolved  to  bear  to  the  end  of  my  days,  for 


*<     ^    i^r^*— ** 
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under  that  name  mtbs  it  that  I  hecame  known  to  the  lovelj 
May-Flower." 

Pooh-pooh  then  informed  them  of  that  part  of  his  adventures 
with  which  they  were  not  acquainted,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
parting  with  Phoenix,  who  then  resumed  his  narrative. 

We  had  agreed,  said  he,  as  he  has  hut  now  rehited  to  you, 
that  whichever  of  us  failed  in  his  design  of  estahlishlug 
himself  should  return  and  take  possession  of  our  dominions, 
provided  the  other  should  have  secured  his  fortune  elsewhere. 
As  for  myself  I  renounced  all  idea  of  ever  availing  myself  of 
this  resource  ;  and,  proud  of  the  advantages  of  which  I  imagined 
myself  possessed,  I  thought  of  nothing  but  parading  my  face 
and  figure  about  the  world  for  admiration.  But  the  hearts  I 
succeeded  in  touching  in  the  first  instance  had  nothing  in  the 
way  of  money  or  charms  to  attract  me  in  turn,  and  I  thought 
I  should  be  more  likely  to  find  my  reckoning  in  Circassia,  a 
country  which  has  always  been  famous  for  its  beauties. 

It  was  governed  by  a  queen,  after  the  death  of  the  king 
her  husband,  who  had  left  four  daughters  behind  him,  the 
eldest  of  which  was  to  reign  as  soon  as  she  had  attained  her 
majority. 

Hereupon  did  I  build  my  project  of  obtaining  a  settlement 
for  myself;  but  fortune,  who  had  a  treasure  infinitely  more 
precious  in  store  for  me,  frustrated  my  intentions  ;  for,  ere  I 
had  reached  the  country,  I  was  apprised  of  the  disaster  of  the 
royal  family  in  consequence  of  a  most  unexpected  revolution. 

A  certain  petty  prince,  upon  the  score  of  some  ill-grounded 
pretensions,  having  incited  the  minds  of  a  fickle  and  suspicious 
people  to  revolt,  and  gained  over  by  bribery  the  nobles  of  the 
kingdom,  had  succeeded  in  seizing  the  reins  of  government  so 
suddenly,  that  the  queen  had  scarcely  been  able  to  escape  with 
her  daughters. 

I  was  hastily  travelling  through  the  kingdom,  unwilling  to 
make  any  stay  amongst  so  peifidious  a  nation,  when  I  was 
arrested  by  order  of  the  tyrant,  by  whom  all  foreigners  were 
eyed  with  suspicion,  as  for  the  most  part  occurs  under  an  usurped 
and  Hi-established  power. 

When  I  was  brought  into  his  presence,  I  withheld  from  him 
neither  my  name  nor  the  rank  which  I  held,  and  I  was 
honoured  with  a  reception  for  which  I  was  totally  unprepared. 


426  .  COUHT  HiJOLTOV't  TAUBS. 

I  know  not  what  propofiaetted  a  prince  in  my  hrracr  who  oonld 
not  have  been  accustomed  to  make  a  display  either  of  generosity 
or  courtesy.  Nerertheless,  he  detained  me  longer  than  I  wished 
at  his  courts  where  I  receired  the  samo  honours  as  were  paid  to 
himself,  and  where  he  seemed  desirous  of  keeping  me  altogether, 
by  offering  me  the  hand  of  his  only  daughter,  a  princess  whose 
inclination  for  marriage  was  great  in  proportion  as  her  face 
rendered  &e  consummation  of  her  wishes  improbable.  Her 
person  was  deformed,  and  a  pair  of  diminutive  eyes  had 
informed  me  of  her  farourable  disposition  long  before  her 
father  communicated  his  proposal ;  but  I  was  repugnant  to 
form  an  alliance  with  a  usurper  ;  and,  without  wishing  to  flatter 
myself,  I  think  it  was  with  considerable  dignity  that  I  rejected 
his  offer,  and  politely  sent  his  little  hump-backed  daughter  to 
the  deuce. 

I  had  quitted  Oircassia  when  chance  conducted  me  into  an 
old  mansion,  which,  though  it  certainly  had  a  superb  appear-* 
ance,  I  imagined,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  uninhabited,  for  it 
was  a  considerable  time  before  I  could  meet  with  a  living  soul. 
Those  who  resided  in  this  gloomy  abode  remained  shut  up 
within  their  particular  apartments,  and  when  they  happened  to 
leave  them,  appeared  studiously  to  shun  each  other.  I  was 
surprised  at  so  savage  a  custom,  for  it  appeared  to  me  that 
they  might  easily  have  dissipated  their  gloom  by  humanising 
<me  with  another. 

Seeking  some  one  from  whom  I  could  obtain  an  expla- 
nation of  this  state  of  things,  I  entered  an  apartment  of  decent 
appearance.  There  was  not  a  soul  in  it,  but  I  beheld  a  table, 
upon  which  were  cards  and  counters,  with  chairs  set  round  it. 

A  moment  after,  four  magpies  made  their  appearance, 
followed  each  by  a  starling  supporting  its  tail,  and  accompanied 
by  a  grave-looking  crow. 

The  magpies,  after  saluting  me  very  civilly,  sat  down,  and 
began  to  play,  while  the  crow  settled  herself  to  work. 

May-flower  and  Pooh-pooh,  who  had  continually  exchanged 
glances  during  this  recital,  began  to  nudge  each  other  when 
the  magpies  were  mentioned.  Radiant,  who  had  never  taken 
her  eyes  off  the  handsome  Phoenix  since  he  had  commenced  his 
narrative,  seemed  to  doubt  whether  he  wwe  speaking  serioni^. 
Serena  smiled  at  an  adventure  with    which  she  was   net 


THI  H18T0BT  OF  HAT-FLOWEB.  427 

unacquaiiited,  but  the  Caliph  waa  holdisg  his  sidea  with 
laughter. 

'*  Oh,  as  for  this  part  of  the  story/'  said  he,  **  son-in-law, 
I  see  you  are  a  bit  of  a  traveller.  I'll  allow  you  the  magpies, 
with  their  tail-bearers  and  their  courtesies,  but  as  for  magpies 
playing  at  cards,  such  a  thing  was  noTcr  seen.^ 

After  Youehing  for  the  perfect  veracity  of  his  narrative. 
Phoenix  continued.  "  I  stood  for  a  long  time  watching  a  game 
which  apparently  was  never  played  by  any  but  magpies,  and 
for  my  part  I  might  have  been  looking  on  to  this  day,  without 
being  a  bit  the  wiser.  At  last,  one  of  the  magpies,  who  seemed 
of  a  lively  disposition,  after  pronouncing  some  word  which  I 
have  now  forgotten,  jumped  upon  the  table.  I  cannot  tell  how 
it  is  this  word  has  escaped  me,  for  the  other  magpies  screamed 
themselves  hoarse  in  repeating  it ;  the  crow  gravely  pro- 
nounced it,  and  even  the  little  starlings,  who  snufifed  the 
candles,  joined  their  voices  to  the  concert.  I  was  so  stunned 
with  the  noise,  that  I  suddenly  left  the  apartment,  uncertain 
whether  I  was  dreaming,  or  had  really  witnessed  this  eztraor^ 
diaary  scene. 

On  leaving  ibis  kingdom,  I  heard  some  account  of  Cash- 
mere, and  was  informed  that  it  was  the  loveliest  country  in 
the  universe,  and  possessed  the  loveliest  princess  in  the 
world. 

My  only  thought  from  that  moment  was  to  hasten  thither 
wiUi  all  the  diligence  I  could  use.  It  was  in  vain  that  everyone 
expatiated  on  ^e  dangers  which  threatened  those  who  expose 
themselves  to  her  glances.  '*  What  other  danger,"  said  I, 
**  can  there  be  than  that  of  becoming  enamoured  c^  them,  and 
of  dying  in  an  ecstacy  of  adoration,  should  the  fair  one  prove 
erael  ?  "  For  I  treated  as  fables  all  the  stories  about  the  fatal 
poison  communicated  by  the  overpowering  brightness  of  her 
eyes,  <^  which  such  marvellous  descriptions  were  given,  and 
8ueh  tragical  consequences  related. 

**  It  is  not  to  such  a  person  as  Phoenix,'*  said  I,  puffed  up 
witii  ridiculous  vanity,  ''that  the  exceasiTe  lustre  of  h^ 
beauty  will  prove  fatal.  I  will  seek  her,  then,  and  brave  all 
the  chimerical  dangers  which  surround  her ;  and  if,  indeed, 
her  charms  are  fraught  with  so  redoubtable  a  poison,  she  shall 
abace  the  fate  to  which  dbe  exposes  others,  on  beholding 
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PhcBniz.''  I  make  confessiony  now,  fair  Radiant,  of  tbe  iidi<> 
culous  yanity  which  possesBed  me,  onlj  to  punish  myself  by 
the  shame  which  I  feel  in  avowing  it. 

The  secret  sympathy  which  urged  me  towards  you,  caused 
me  to  neglect  those  precautions  which  were  necessary  to  avoid 
the  dangers  I  Vas  threatened  with,  should  I  fail  to  select 
a  proper  route.  I  laughed  to  scorn  all  that  I  was  told  about 
that  upon  which  the  sorceress  Dentata  had  established  the 
scene  of  her  enchantments,  and  as  it  was  the  shortest,  I 
rashly  adopted  it,  nor  was  I  long  ere  I  repented  my  folly. 

I  shall  not  enumerate  all  the  warnings  which  were  given  me, 
as  I  advanced  on  my  road.  I  traversed  tracts  of  waste  country, 
rocky  and  mountainous  regions,  and  after  suffering  a  thousand 
inconveniences,  buried  myself  in  a  wood  where  a  thousand 
monsters  stood  before  me  to  obstruct  my  passage. 

I  thought  to  make  a  display  of  my  bravery,  in  attacking 
the  griffins  who  were  wheeling  about  over  my  head,  while 
hydras  and  leopards  surrounded  me  on  every  side.  Taking 
sword  in  hand,  I  imagined  I  had  wounded  several  of  my 
enemies,  but  after  a  prolonged  combat,  which  exhausted  my 
strength,  and  in  the  course  of  which  I  perceived  the  evident 
intention  of  taking  me  prisoner  rather  than  sacrificing  my  life, 
I  felt  myself  conveyed  to  a  distance  I  know  not  by  what  means, 
and  was  set  down  in  a  garden  of  handsome  appearance,  where 
the  sorceress  was  busily  employed  gathering  herbs. 

With  these  herbs  she  was  about  to  compose  some  horrible 
charm,  for  it  had  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  still  reeking  blood 
of  a  man  slaughtered  for  the  occasion.  I  subsequently  dis- 
covered this  during  my  metamorphosis,  and  it  was  for  this 
purpose  the  griffins  had  brought  me  living  to  her  feet.  Her 
face  filled  me  with  disgust,  but  mine  found  favour  in  the  most 
ruthless  heart  that  ever  existed  ;  I  perceived  this,  and  booU 
discovered  at  what  price  I  might  expect  to  purchase  my  lifB. 
She  informed  me  that  if  I  would  consent  to  marry  her,  she 
would  make  me  master  of  an  inestimable  treasure,  in  addition 
to  that  of  her  own  precious  person,  but  that  if  I  refused  I 
should  not  be  alive  by  the  next  day's  sun.  Without  waiting 
for  a  reply  she  left  me,  that  I  might  have  time  to  consider  this 
amiable  offer. 

I  was  not  much  inclined  to  die,  and  yet  death  appeared  to 
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me  to  be  the  more  honourable  and  the  less  difficult  alternatiTO 
to  embrace. 

*'  If  I  refuse  her  detestable  hand/'  said  I,  ''I  shall  make 
a  most  illustrious  end  of  it,  and  if  I  accept  it,  I  shall  have 
won  a  glorious  establishment  for  myself,  after  trayeUing  so  far 
to  seek  a  fortune !  Have  I  then  flattered  myself  with  the  vain 
hope  of  finding  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  divine  Radiant,  she 
whose  glances  no  mortal  has  ever  sustained  ;  have  I  aspired  even 
to  the  glory  of  becoming  hers ;  to  see  myself  reduced  to  the 
alternative  of  becoming  the  husband  of  a  frightful  sorceress, 
or  of  dying  an  obscure  death  in  a  miserable  retreat,  where  no 
one  would  dream  that  1  had  ever  penetrated  ?  " 

These  reflections  were  disagreeable  enough,  look  at  them 
which  way  I  would,  and  yet  the  place  in  which  I  made  them 
Beemed  like  an  enchanted  region.  I  beheld  the  most  beautiful 
fruit  in  the  world,  and  especially  some  figs,  which  appeared 
delicious.  It  was  a  fruit  for  which  at  that  time  I  had 
a  particular  taste :  I  selected  one  of  the  finest ;  I  had  no  sooner 
plucked  it  than  all  my  troubles  were  forgotten,  and  as  soon  as 
I  had  eaten  it  I  feU  asleep. 

When  I  awoke,  I  found  myself  changed  into  a  bird ;  the 
sorceress,  whose  cries  had  awakened  me,  was  standing  beside 
me  in  despair  at  a  metamorphosis  which  was  not  in  accord* 
ance  with  her  designs. 

She  suspected  May-Flower  of  having  contributed  to  this 
dbaster,  without  troubling  herself  in  what  manner,  and  vowed 
that  she  would  punish  her.  I  listened  to  all  these  lamentations 
and  menaces,  but  truth  to  say,  I  was  so  surprised  at  this 
extraordinary  adventure  that  I  flattered  myself  it  was  only 
a  dream,  and  impatiently  awaited  to  be  delivered  from  it  by 
waking,  but  in  vain. 

The  sorceress  took  me  on  her  wrist,  overwhelmed  me  with 
all  the  caresses  which  can  be  bestowed  on  a  bird,  and  told  me 
that  I  must  have  patience,  and  that  in  a  week  or  ten  days  she 
should  have  completed  a  certain  compound  which  would  restore 
me  to  my  former  shape  ;  but  that  I  was  to  be  careful  and  eat 
no  salt  if  I  should  chance  to  find  any.  At  the  end  of  this 
address  she  left  me  in  the  garden,  after  plucking  a  number  of 
herbs  which  I  had  never  before  seen. 

Imagine  the  disorder  of  mind  and  the  consternation  into 
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whieh  this  adrentnre  threw  me.  I  wished  to  deplore  my  wb^ 
fortune  aloud,  but  instead  of  exclaiming  ''  Hapless  Phcenix !  " 
I  said  '* Pretty  Poll,  sweetheart!  "  and  instead  of  the  com- 
plaints and  ejaculations  that  were  struggling  within  me  for 
utterance,  I  repeated  all  the  saucy  speeches  which  it  is  usual 
to  teach  parrots,  and  which  the  most  troublesome  of  them 
repeat  one  after  the  other  without  intervaL  I  was  so  mortified 
that  I  resolved  never  to  speak  again. 

As  I  was  allowed  to  fly  about  as  much  as  I  liked  in  the 
garden,  I  frequently  caught  sight,  from  the  top  of  some  tioe, 
o£  the  sorceress's  house ;  but  whenever  I  attempted  to  fly  In 
that  direction  my  wings  refused  to  sustain  me,  and  I  made  up 
my  mind  that  any  endeavour  to  perform  the  voyage  on  foot 
would  be  equally  useless. 

With  respect  to  all  other  places,  however,  I  was  permitted 
to  fly  whither  it  pleased  me.  It  was  while  taking  one  of  my 
usual  airings,  that  I  saw  a  woman  coming  out  of  a  miserable 
hut  thatched  with  straw.  She  carried  a  small  bag  under  her 
ann,  and  seated  herself  beside  a  small  stream,  in  which  she 
washed  several  fishes,  and  then  began  to  salt  them.  The 
caution  I  had  received  immediately  occurred  to  me,  and  I 
imagined  I  had  only  been  forbidden  to  eat  salt  lest  it  should 
restore  me  to  my  former  shape. 

I  flew  to  the  ground  beside  this  woman  ;  my  beauty  delighted 
her,  and  as  I  appeared  remarkably  tame  she  ran  after  me  for 
some  time,  when  suddenly  I  rose  in  the  air,  bearing  off  with 
me  the  poor  woman's  bag,  which  I  went  and  hid  under  a  bush 
in  an  unfrequented  place.  I  hastened  back  to  the  sorceress's 
garden  immediately  after  this  exploit,  not  daring  to  remain 
longer  abroad  to  try  the  experiment  wlnich  I  meditated ;  but  the 
next  day  the  sun  had  no  sooner  risen  than  I  was  on  the  wing. 

It  was  on  that  day  that  I  fell  in  with  my  dear  brother  ;  my 
surprise  at  meeting  him  was  only  equalled  by  the  joy  I  felt  at; 
seeing  him  again.  I  was  dying  for  him  to  take  me  up  in  his 
hands,  instead  of  which  he  troubled  himself  no  further  than 
gasing  at  me.  I  lost  no  time  in  trying  the  effect  of  the  salt, 
but  he  was  afraid  lest  it  should  hurt  me.  I  wished  to  warn 
him  of  the  danger  with  which  he  was  threatened  in  approaching 
the  sorceress's  dwelling,  but  instead  of  speaking,  I  uttered  a 
bud  burst  of  laughter.     It  was  then  that  in  his  admiration,  of 
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my  form  and  plumage  he  pronomieed  my  name  in  order  to  flatter 
me.  I  wished  to  reply  to  him,  yes,  dear  hrother,  I  am  Phcenix  ; 
but  instead  of  this,  all  I  could  say  was  '<  Pooh-pooh !  "  and  I  felt 
myself  constrained  to  fly  away,  although  I  was  in  despair. 

Two  days  afterwards,  in  the  midst  of  my  anxiety  for  the 
safety  of  Bulflnch,  I  heard  from  the  garden  the  frightful  yeUa 
of  the  sorceress. 

It  was  you,  my  dear  brother,  for  whose  safety  I  was  in  such 
fear,  who  were  the  cause  of  her  despair.  You  had  just  carried 
off  her  treasures  and  disarmed  her  fury,  for  the  principal 
strength  of  her  enchantments  consisted  in  the  mare  and  the 
luminous  hat  of  which  you  had  possessed  yourself.  It  was  not 
till  then  that  I  was  permitted  to  fly  towards  her  abode,  which 
I  was  unable  to  reach  until  she  was  returning  from  her 
pursuit  of  you. 

**  At  least,"  she  exclaimed,  **1  shall  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  half  revenged  for  the  treachery  of  the  infamous  May- 
Flower  ;  the  thief  who  seduced  her  in  order  to  betray  me,  has 
left  her  in  Jingle's  place,  half  smothered  in  the  straw,  where 
she  gave  herself  up  to  him.    Now  then  for  my  vengeance." 

So  saying,  she  entered  the  stable  where  she  had  been 
deceived  by  May-Flower's  head-dress,  in  which  the  wretched 
Dentillo  was  equipped,  without  having  it  in  his  power  to  tell 
his  mother  that  it  was  he.  Dentata,  without  giving  a  second 
look  at  what  she  was  doing,  set  Are  to  the  hay,  and  went  out 
shutting  the  door  of  the  stable  behind  her,  so  fearful  was  she 
lest  her  intended  victim  should  escape. 

She  then  hastened  home  to  the  only  oonsolations  which 
were  now  left  her  in  her  affliction.  But  they  were  not  to  be 
found  in  a  hurry,  for  I  was  in  the  oak  where  I  kept  snug  and 
out  of  sight,  while  I  heard  the  yells  of  her  only  son,  to  whom 
the  flames  had  allowed  the  use  of  his  tongue  again,  by  con- 
suming the  hay  with  which  his  mouth  had  been  stuffed. 

Meanwhile,  the  sorceress  finding  nothing  at  home,  and 
suspecting  some  fresh  disaster,  returned  to  the  stable,  which 
she  found  enveloped  in  flames.  Nevertheless  she  opened  the 
door,  and  through  the  flames  and  the  smoke,  beheld  her 
darling  hope  ending  his  days  after  the  same  fasMon  as  that  in 
which  Heaven  had  decreed  she  should  end  her  own.  The 
Httle  toad  was  grilled  to  a  turn. 


432  couHT  Hamilton's  tales* 

The  seream  which  she  uttered  at  this  spectacle  was  so 
terrible  that  it  thrilled  me  with  horror,  and  the  oak  on  which 
I  was  perched  shook  again.  So  violent  was  it  that  the  long 
tooth  which  stock  out  of  her  mouth  was  driven  to  a  distance 
of  more  than  fiftj  paces,  and  shattered  into  a  thousand  frag- 
ments. Any  one  else  would  have  felt  hut  httle  regret  at  such 
a  loss,  hut  it  served  only  to  increase  her  fiirj,  *'l  am 
undone,"  she  cried ;  '<  all  my  charms  are  deserting,  me,  and 
I  shall  have  to  resort  to  artifice."  Uttering  these  words 
she  ran  home,  while  I  left  my  hiding-place  and  made  my  escape 
during  her  absence.  I  flew  with  all  my  might,  and  as  night 
was  falling,  I  chanced  upon  the  hush  where  I  had  hidden  my 
salt.  I  now  began  to  hope  that  the  sorceress  would  not  find 
me  again.  *'  Thank  Heaven,"  said  I,  *'  I  am  delivered  from 
the  cruel  alternative  of  choosing  between  death  and  such  a 
savoury  spouse  ;  nevertheless,  here  I  am,  a  parrot  for  the  rest 
of  my  days." 

I  shall  not  relate  all  that  I  had  to  endure  ere  I  could  reach 
the  fortimate  region  in  which  my  miseries  were  to  terminate. 
I  had  nearly  died  of  hunger  amid  the  barren  wastes  where 
I  could  find  no  fruits  to  feed  on,  and  moreover  imused  as  I  was 
to  flying,  I  could  only  travel  by  very  short  stages  at  a  time. 
All  who  saw  me  ran  s^ter  me  to  catch  me,  and  my  only  places 
of  refuge  were  the  tops  of  trees  ;  even  there  I  was  not 
altogether  secure  against  the  little  urchins  who  attacked  me 
with  sticks  and  stones  and  clambered  up  after  me. 

I  recovered  from  all  my  fatigue,  however,  the  moment  I  had 
reached  this  delightful  region.  The  infernal  Dentata  had 
followed  me  unperceived,  for  I  could  have  no  suspicion  of  her 
presence  under  the  disguise  which  she  had  assumed.  She 
reached  the  confines  of  Cashmere  soon  after  me,  and  kept  up 
side  by  side  with  me,  but  without  any  appearance  of  design.  I 
was  accustomed  to  see  myself  admired  by  all  who  beheld  me,  so 
that  I  was  not  surprised  at  the  attention  which  she  bestowed 
upon  me,  and  I  could  always  get  out  of  reach  if  any  one 
Approached  too  near. 

As  I  was  somewhat  puzzled  what  was  to  become  of  me, 
although  I  was  in  a  country  where  a  hundred  million  parrots 
might  have  lived  like  princes,  I  frequently  fell  into  a  brown 
study.     She  perceived  this,  and  looking  at  me  with  aflectiou 


m^^^^^^m^^^^^^m^^^^^^'^^^^mm^^mmmmmmi 


THB  BISTORT  OF  MAT-FLOWSR.  433 

as  I  stood  perched  on  the  top  of  a  tree :  **  What  a  pitj,"  she 
cried,  **  that  so  beautiful  a  parrot  should  hare  strayed  away. 
Ho  doubt  he  belongs  to  a  king  or  some  fair  one  who  is, 
perhaps,  at  this  moment,  in  despair  at  having  lost  him.  Who 
knows  but  he  may  belong  to  the  loveliest  of  the  lovely  ?  But 
had  he  belonged  to  Radiant,  he  never  would  have  preferred  his 
liberty  to  the  pleasure  of  beholding  her.  If  he  were  not  so 
wild,"  she  continued,  seeing  that  I  was  making  my  way  down 
from  branch  to  branch  in  order  to' listen  to  her  ;  '<  if  he  were 
not  so  wild,  he  would  let  me  catch  him,  and  I  would  make  the 
handsomest  present  to  the  beautiful  Radiant  that  her  father's 
kingdom  could  furnish,  by  presenting  her  with  the  handsomest 
bird  in  jthe  world.  How  happy  would  be  his  lot  to  be  the 
delight  of  the  fairest  creature  in  the  imiverse !  And  what 
mortal  would  not  exchange  lots  with  a  parrot  who  would  daily 
have  an  opportunity  of  gazing  on  charms  which  the  fair  think 
not  of  concealing  from  a  bird." 

How  well  did  she  know  whom  she  was  addressing — ^the 
insinuating  serpent !  I  was  so  transported  at  the  prospect, 
that  she  had  but  to  hold  out  her  hand  as  she  finished  speaking, 
and  I  perched  on  it  as  lightly  as  I  could. 

The  eagerness  I  betrayed  had  well  nigh  proved  as  fatal  as 
it  was  evident.  I  saw  her  countenance  change  from  the 
moment  she  had  me  in  her  power  ;  her  eyes  appeared  to 
sparkle ;  she  grasped  my  claws  firmly  with  one  hand,  and 
twice  placed  the  other  about  my  neck,  as  though  she  would 
have  twisted  it.  I  was  at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  this- 
emotion ;  but  it  soon  became  clear  to  me  when  the  wand  of 
Serena  discovered  the  horrible  Dentata  beneath  the  black  skin 
of  the  Moorish  woman. 

Fortunately  for  me  she  overcame  the  first  impulses  of  the 
vengeance  and  fiiry  which  inspired  her.  It  better  suited  her 
designs  to  spare  my  life  ;  meanwhile  she  effectually  contrived 
to  prevent  my  escape  until  we  arrived  at  this  court. 

Prom  that  day  my  happiness  commenced.  My  parrot's 
eyes  were  able  to  sustain  the  fatal  lustre  of  those  of  the 
adorable  Radiant,  and  through  the  effects  of  some  unknown 
charm,  people  who  had  not  dared  look  at  her  fifty  paces  off, 
had  but  to  take  me  on  their  wrists,  and  they  could  gaze  with 
all  the  security  in  the  world.    I  shall  not  now  expatiate  on 
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Ilie  tranii^rtB  of  ddigbt  with  wliiek  I  waa  Mued  at  tb* 
innooent  caresses  wiuch  she  bestowed  on  me.  On  a  thousand 
oocasions,  the  eirciimstances  of  which  I  shdl  pass  orer  in 
silence,  the  |»t>inises  held  out  to  me  by  ihe  sorceress  were 
fulfilled,  and  imder  the  shape  of  a  parrot  Z  was  but  too  riehij 
rewarded,  whUe  in  the  society  of  Radiant,  for  all  ihe  horron 
I  had  felt  at  Ihe  repulsire  adyances  of  Dentata.  Under  that 
shape,  in  short,  I  first  found  favour  in  the  loreUest  eyes  the 
world  can  boast,  and  too  happy  should  I  be  could  I  hope  to 
make  an  impression  equally  fayonrable  under  that  vhush  I 
hare  resumed. 

The  handsome  Phoenix  here  ceased  speaking,  and  although 
Radiant  had  blushed  more  than  once  towards  tho  end  of  Us 
narratiye,  her  beautiful  eyes  did  not  fail  to  assure  him  that  he 
had  lolst  nolliiug  in  her  estimation  by  ceasing  to  be  a  parrot. 

The  Caliph  thought  the  adventures  of  his  son-in4aw  diverting 
enough,  and  was  well  pleased  that  he  had  reused  the  hand 
of  the  hump-backed  princess  which  had  been  <^ered  him  in 
•Circassia. 

"  But  come.  Master  Phoenix,"  said  he,  "  lay  your  hand  osl 
-your  heart,  and  tell  us  frankly,  had  you  never  been  changed 
into  a  parrot,  whether  you  would  not  sooner  have  married  the 
sorceress,  her  mother,  her  grandmother,  and  all  the  Bentatas 
in  the  world,  than  let  your  throat  be  cut  like  a  booby  ?  For 
my  part  I  am  as  nice  as  another ;  but  in  my  opinion  life  is 
life.  However,  neyer  mind  what  I  should  haye  done  ;  all  I 
hope  is,  that  the  kingdom  of  Circassia,  which  shall  be  yours 
when  I  am  tired  of  it  myself,  and  the  hand  Gi  Radiant,  whidi 
is  yours  at  this  present  moment,  will  make  up  §ot  your  rdmaal 
of  the  infanta  of  Circassia." 

''As  for  your  brother  Bulfinch,  although  be  is  not  so 
wealthily  married,  he  appears  so  happy  with  his  wife  and  his 
mother-in-law,  Serena,  that  you  need  not  fear  his  envying 
you;  for  what  with  bis  happy  nack  of  turning  things  to 
account,  his  little  dominions,  and  what  Serena  may  8<nne  day 
leave  them,  he  won't  be  so  badly  off  after  all." 

The  modest  May-flower,  who,  though  deyoid  of  ambition, 

would  haye  wished  that  she  had  been  bom  heiress  to  the  whole 

nmiyerse, .  blushed  at  what  the  Caliph  ssid«     She  was  not 
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lu^iamed  to  owe  her  eziBtenoe  to  lo  marreUouB  a  personage  ai 
Serena  ;  but  it  was  not  without  mortifieation  that  she  heaid 
a  detail  of  all  the  adrantages  which  Radiant  possessed,  to 
ensure  the  happiness  of  her  husband,  and  refleeted  that  Pooh-- 
pooh had  refused  all  these  for  her  sake. 

The  equitable  Serena  beheld  her  embarrassment,  and  divined 
her  secret  thoughts  ;  requesting  then  to  be  heard  in  her  turn :, 

**  Learn,  Caliph  of  Ca^mere,"  she  said,  **  you  who  certainly 
are  under  some  oMigation  to  Pooh-pooh,  that  he  will  have  no 
ocea»on  to  envy  the  fortune  of  his  brother.  You  have  been 
witaaesses  of  his  preference  of  May-flower  when  at  the  point  of 
death,  of  Mayoflower  disfigured  and  horrible  to  behold;  and 
to  sum  up  all,  even  of  the  very  memory  of  May-flower,  to  the 
possession  of  Radiant  in  the  height  of  all  her  glory.  Judge, 
then,  if  in  his  present  condition,  be  has  not  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  Ins  lot.  But  learn,  also,  that  Serena  is  not  the 
sist^  of  Dentata,  nor  is  May-flower  the  daughter  of  Serena. 
Here  is  her  history  and  mine." 

HISTORY  OP  SERENA. 

Between  tiiie  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates  there  exists  a  vast 
extent  of  level  country,  the  rich  fertility  of  which  is  unequalled, 
saye,  perhaps,  in  the  kingdom  of  Cashmere.  Over  this  tract 
of  land  my  father  reigned  as  sovereign  ;  of  all  mortals  he  had 
penetrated  furthest  into  the  most  impenetrable  secrets  of 
nature ;  but  as  he  was  devoted  entirely  to  his  speculations, 
he  neglected  the  government  of  his  dominions  in  ord^  to 
scrutinise  that  of  the  stars  above. 

His  territcnies,  watered  by  the  two  largest  streams  in  the 
universe,  w^e  so  rich  that  his  subjects  became  too  wealthy. 
The  most  powerful  <^  them  felt  their  strength  and  perceived 
his  weakness.  Every  one  estal^ished  himself  in  the  manner 
which  best  suited  him,  while  their  prince,  far  from  being  troubled 
at  their  independence,  appeared,  on  the  contrary,  delighted 
to  be  rid  of  a  country  in  which  there  were  no  mountains, 
these  having  become  necessary  to  him  for  the  further  develop- 
m^  of  scientific  inquiries  to  which  he  had  already  sacrificed 
so  mudi.  He  quitted  his  country  accordingly  in  search  of 
HbjBED^  and  while  he  travelled  from  mountain  to  mountaLu, 
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holding  eonvene  with  the  celestial  hodies,  the  earthl  j  possessions 
he  had  left  behind  him  were  quietly  seized  bj  other  hands. 

The  intelligence  he  received  of  this  produced  no  effect  upon 
him  ;  love  alone  had  any  power  to  disturb  him,  nor  was  it  the 
least  of  Cupid *s  conquests  to  triumph  over  the  genius  of  a  man 
plunged  in  abstract  meditations  on  the  most  elevated  subjects 
of  contemplation. 

I  know  not  by  what  chance  he  was  led  to  descend  from 
these  mountain  heights  into  Circassia,  where  a  more  powerful 
impulse  than  that  which  he  had  hitherto  obeyed,  inspired  him 
with  a  taste  for  mortal  beauty.  He  became  enamoured,  and 
the  fairest  of  the  fair  Circassians  disdained  not  to  accept  the 
hand  of  a  prince  deprived  of  his  dominions. 

I  doubt  but  she  repented  her  choice  ;  for,  instead  of  devoting 
his  attention  to  his  domestic  establishment,  he  hastened  back 
to  pursue  his  studies  on  the  mountain  tops.  However  shocked 
his  spouse  may  have  been  at  the  eagerness  with  which  he  gave 
himself  up  to  pre-occupations  which  ought  not  to  have  intruded 
themselves  upon  the  newly-tasted  joys  of  a  love  marriage,  she 
determined  to  follow  him  ;  and  it  was  upon  the  same  mountain 
which  May-flower  and  Pooh-pooh  ascended  on  their  road 
liither  that  my  father  established  the  head-quarters  of  his 
erratic  speculations. 

He  selected  for  his  retreat  that  part  of  the  mountain  which 
is  rendered  frightful  by  rocks  and  precipices  ;  and  here  he 
began  to  carry  his  investigations  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
after  having  exhausted  the  celestial  regions  of  all  the  knowledge 
they  are  capable  of  yielding  to  the  human  mind. 

He  soon  attained  such  a  degree  of  perfection  as  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  attain  in  this  marvellous  branch  of  study, 
through  the  pursuit  of  which  succeeding  generations  have 
beheld  so  many  superior  minds  degenerate  into  visionaries,  and 
so  many  and  such  solid  treasures  dissipated  in  the  vain  search 
after  an  imaginary  benefit. 

The  result  of  his  labours  left  him  nothing  to  desire ;  he 
could  convert  at  his  will  all  the  metals  into  gold,  and  the 
invisible  powers  dispersed  in  the  air  were  obedient  to  his 
commands.  Through  their  ministry  he  erected  himself  a  palace 
in  the  midst  of  this  mountain,  in  which  even  the  commonest 
utensils  glittered  with  gold,  or  sparkled  with  precious  stones. 
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It  was  in  this  habitation,  then  newlj  built,  that  I  came  into 
the  world.  The  next  year  my  mother  gave  birth  to  a  second 
danghter.  I  inherited  my  father's  lore  for  the  sciences,  while 
my  sister  shared  the  tastes  as  well  as  the  beauty  of  my  mother. 
But  marvellous  and  splendid  as  was  our  retreat,  my  mother  and 
my  sister  both  complained  of  its  solitude.  One  wished  to  behold 
once  more  the  country  in  which  she  had  first  seen  the  light, 
while  the  other  desired  to  ramble  over  the  delightful  plains 
situated  between  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates,  which  her 
father  had  abandoned  for  the  barren  spot  in  which  she  was 
pining  away  with  languor  and  weariness. 

My  father  perceived  this,  and  soon  after,  my  mother,  notwith- 
standing the  little  exhibition  of  reluctance  which  they  made  to 
part  firom  him,  set  out  for  Circassia,  accompanied  by  my  sister, 
who  was  far  more  delighted  than  she  pretended  to  be  at 
bidding  us  good-bye. 

Money  was  of  no  importance  to  the  master  of  such  a  secret 
as  he  possessed,  and  the  magnificent  equipage  in  which  they 
made  iheit  appearance  in  my  mother's  native  country,  was 
worthy  the  former  position  of  my  father. 

The  King  of  Cu-cassia  no  sooner  beheld  my  sister  than  he 
gare  her  a  glorious  preference  over  all  the  beauties  of  Circassia. 
The  fairest  of  these  beauties  were  in  despair  that  a  stranger 
i^ould  come  and  carry  off  a  heart  for  whose  conquest  they  had 
struggled  in  rain.  Some  withered  away  with  envy,  others 
burst  with  spite,  but  my  poor  mother  died  with  joy. 

My  father  received  intelligence  of  both  events  at  the  same 
time,  and  bore  them  with  true  philosophy.  For  my  part,  I 
confess  that  the  joy  I  felt  at  one  of  these  soon  consoled  me  for 
my  grief  at  the  other.  I  was  now  entirely  occupied  improving 
myseif  in  the  study  of  the  sciences,  in  which  I  made  sufficient 
progress,  and  for  which  my  taste  increased  in  proportion  as  I 
felt  myself  acquiring  new  light. 

At  last  my  father,  after  communicating  all  the  knowledge 
my  mind  was  then  fitted  to  receive,  made  up  his  mind  to  give 
himself  up  to  death,  that  he  might  seek  in  another  world  that 
which  he  had  failed  to  discover  in  this.  He  gave  himself  up 
to  death,  I  say,  for  with  all  the  secrets  he  possessed  he  might 
have  lived  as  long  as  he  had  chosen. 

I  inherited  his  treasures  and  a  portion  of  his  knowledge^  but 


438  OOUITT  HAXILTOll's  TAUBSb 

of  aH  bis  gilta  this  irand  which  joa  see  is  infiniteljr  tite  most 
precious.  Its  composition  is  an  assemblftge  of  all  the  aeeret 
tirtnes  dwelling  in  minerals  and  talismans*  With  it  1  can 
command  the  elements,  discorer  the  truth  under  every  diaguisCy 
dire  into  a  portion  of  the  future,  and  call  before  me  the  ^itire 
past.  Ify  father  had  forbidden  me  to  ascend  to  the  summit 
of  the  mountain  which  we  inhabited.  I  had  nerer  b^ore  had 
any  curiont j  on  this  point,  but  it  sMzed  me  direetlj  I  recetred 
this  injunction,  and  his  eyes  wwe  no  sooner  closed  than  I 
hastened  to  satisfy  itr 

It  was  from  that  time  that,  after  contemplating  the  happy 
plains  of  Cashmere,  I  caused  all  the  treasures  I  wanted,  from 
the  immense  stores  with  which  mj  father  had  enriched  the 
cayems  of  this  mountain,  to  be  remored,  and  lest  the  number 
of  Tisitors  coming  to  consult  me  should  break  into  those  hours 
which  I  wished  to  devote  to  study  or  repose,  I  rendered  my 
abode  inaccessible  to  all  whom  I  did  not  wish  to  receire. 

There  I  tasted  all  the  delights  of  a  calm  and  tranquil  mind^ 
and  far  from  envying  my  sister's  estabhshment  on  the  throne 
of  Circassia,  nothing  disturbed  the  peacefulness  in  which  my 
heart  was  lulled,  saving  my  anxiety  on  her  account. 

As  she  had  given  birtn  to  three  daughters  one  after  the 
other,  I  consulted  my  books  relatively  both  to  their  destiny  and 
to  hers.  I  learned  that  she  would  have  no  more  children,  and 
that  the  king,  her  husband,  would  soon  leave  her  a  widow,  and 
regent  of  his  dominions.  I  discovered  by  the  horoscope  of  the 
eldest  that  she  was  threatened  with  some  disaster,  the  particular 
nature  of  which,  however,  I  in  vain  employed  every  means  to 
discover.  All  I  could  learn  was,  that  a  hostile  power,  equal 
almost  to  my  own,  would  persecute  her.  I  had  recourse  to  my 
wand,  and  placing  the  end  of  it  on  a  ^ece.  of  parchment  which 
I  stretched  out  upon  the  table,  it  traced  of  its  own  accord  the 
horrible  physiognomy  of  Dentata,  described  lite  situation  of  her 
abode,  the  nature  of  het  i^lls  and  her  particular  inclinations. 
I  was  shocked  to  learn  that  this  most  horrible  of  living  crea* 
tures  was  even  more  the  slave  of  her  amorous  desires  than 
of  her  hatred  or  her  cruelty,  and  that  all  her  skill  was  exerted 
in  en^apping  men  into  her  snares,  who  had  no  other  alternative 
than  death,  if  they  refused  to  purchase  their  lives  by  a  com;- 
plaisance  still  more  to  be  dreaded*    I  discovered,  however^  to 
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mj  giief,  ihsl  so  long  m  uh»  Tetained  poBsetBion  of  tbe  mare 
Jin^e  and  the  lumnoiis  hat,  neither  my  skill  nor  the  power  of 
my  enchantments  could  be  of  any  ayail  against  hers. 

I  was  informed,  moreorer,  by  my  wand,  that  she  had  a  son, 
wiio  waa  of  about  the  same  age  as  the  eldest  of  my  sister's 
danghtors,  and  I  entertained  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  her  design 
to  cariy  off  the  heiress  of  Gircassia,  and  present  her  to  this  son 
of  hers  ;  and  for  this  reason  I  determined  to  take  her  under  my 
protection*  My  sister  despatched  her  prirately  to  me,  but  this 
precaution  had  nigh  caused  her  ruin ;  fbr  the  sorceress  con-^ 
triTed  to  snatch  her  fran  my  arms  at  the  rery  moment  I  had 
receired  her.  It  was  all  to  no  purpose  that  I  pretended  she 
was  my  daughter,  the  cruel  Dentata  was  not  to  be  deceiyed, 
and  all  my  vigilance  could  not  presenre  the  poor  little  May- 
flower from  her  inhuman  persecutor.  Tes,  Caliph  of  Cashmere, 
this  same  May-flower,  whom  you  now  behold,  and  whom  you 
were  in  such  a  hurry  to  bum,  is  heiress  to  the  kins^lom  of 
Cin»»Bia.  She  w^tom  from  me,  as  I  was  saying.^rithoat 
my  having  the  power  to  discover  in  what  manner,  nor  could  all 
my  skill,  ncHr  all  the  powers  of  the  earth,  have  effected  her 
deliverance  from  the  hands  of  the  sorceress,  had  not  Pooh-pooh 
undertaken  to  accompHrii  it.  The  glory  of  this  achievement 
was  reserved  by  the  Fates  to  the  most  ingenious  and  to  the 
moat  faithful  of  lovers.  I  knew  that  both  ^ese  qualities  were 
requisite  in  the  man  who  should  succeed  in  canning  off  Jingle 
and  the  luminous  hat,  but  I  was  at  a  loss  where  to  And  one  of 
such  a  stamp. 

At  this  time,  also.  Radiant  came  into  the  world ;  and  my 
books,  which  I  consulted  on  the  occasion  of  her  birth,  having 
informed  me  what  this  beauty  was  destined  one  day  to  become, 
I  instilled  a  secret  poison  into  the  dawning  brightness  of  her 
eyes,  well  knowing  that  I  should  be  resorted  to  one  day  for 
a  remedy,  and  equally  determined  only  to  grant  it  on  condition 
that  I  should  receive  May-flower  in  exchange,  together  with 
the  treasures  of  the  sorceress. 

The  curiodty  of  Pooh-^pooh  had  fortunately  conducted  him 
to  my  abode,  ere  he  betook  himself  to  the  court ;  and  from 
what  I  could  perceive  of  his  wit  and  the  s^itiments  of  his 
nature,  I  was  induced  to  hope  that  were  he  to  attempt  the 
adrenture,  he  nnght  not  be  found  unworthy  of  success.    I  con*- 
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ceived  a  still  higher  opinion  of  him  when  I  saw  that  he  returned 
shortly  after  to  consult  me  ;  and  he  appeared  in  no  way  cast 
down  at  the  things  I  asked  for,  in  return  for  my  assistance, 
notwithstanding  my  description  of  the  perils  which  surrounded 
them.  When  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  of  any  one  at  the  court 
hold  enough  to  secure  Radiant  at  such  a  price,  he  answered, 
^<  Excessive  amhition,  or  excessive  love,  is  all  that  is  required 
to  induce  a  man  to  undertake  it ;  and  the  mere  hope  of 
deserving  your  approval  were  enough  to  arm  him  against  all 
dangers,  with  no  other  reward  than  that  of  glory/' 

I  cannot  tell  you  the  joy  I  felt  at  receiving  this  answer  from 
a  man  whom  I  was  beginning  to  esteem  ;  and  I  now  enter- 
tained no  doubt  that  his  was  the  hand  appointed  by  the  Fates 
for  the  deliverance  of  May-flower. 

I  allowed  him  to  hope  that  my  favour  would  not  be  wanting 
if  he  should  determine  on  the  undertaking,  which  I  then 
described  to  him  as  far  more  dangerous  than  I  had  mentioned 
before,  but  without  shaking  him  in  his  resolution.  I  kept  my 
*  word  ;  and  although  it  was  not  permitted  me  to  be  of  assistance 
to  him  on  all  occasions,  my  genius  frequently  inspired  his  in 
the  execution  of  his  project.  After  all,  however,  it  is  to  his 
presence  of  mind,  his  firmness,  and  above  all,  to  his  unswervmg 
constancy,  that  all  the  glory  is  due. 

While  he  was  on  his  road  to  the  sorceress*s  dwelling,  I  made 
use  of  the  wand  to  satisfy  my  curiosity  respecting  May-flower. 
It  gave  a  description  of  her  suflerings  amidst  the  wearisome 
occupations  of  her  life,  accompanied  by  a  sketch  of  her  face. 
The  latter  appeared  to  me  capable  of  affording  a  rich  recompense 
for  all  that  might  be  undertaken  for  her  sake.  I  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  inspire  Pooh-pooh 's  heart  in  her  favour,  if  her 
mind  and  her  sentiments  answered  to  the  charms  of  her  person; 
but  I  confess  that  I  communicated  an  impulse  towards  him  in 
the  heart  of  May-flower,  which  he  could  never  have  inspired 
at  first  sight,  however  he  might  have  deserved  it  subsequently 
without  any  assistance  of  mine. 

^  I  was  overjoyed  when  I  knew  that  they  were  arrived  in  this 
kingdom,  and  although  there  was  certainly  some  degree  of 
cruelty  in  rendenng  my  abode  inaccessible,  when  he  was  about 
to  bring  May-flower  thither,  I  did  it  in  the  intention  of  trying 
his  constancy  to  the  end,  and  to  discover  whether  he  indeed 
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deserved  her.  You  have  seen  how  this  constancy  triumphed 
over  every  temptation,  and  has  won  him  the  reward  of 
ascending  the  throne  of  a  princess  who  i*ules  his  heart  with  so 
perfect  a  sway. 

I  had  for  some  time  foreseen  the  revolution  which  was  to 
occnr  in  Circassia ;  hut  although  I  foresaw  it,  I  was  not  per- 
mitted to  prevent  it ;  all  that  I  could  do  was  to  save  my  sister 
the  queen,  and  the  three  daughters  that  remained  to  her,  from 
the  extremity  of  a  situation  which  exposed  them  to  the  fury 
of  the  tyrant ;  and  in  order  to  foil  all  pursuit  of  them,  I 
provided  a  place  of  retreat  almost  entirely  unknown,  and 
situated  on  tiie  confines  of  the  kingdom. 

It  was  here  that,  in  the  fear  of  their  heing  still  pursued, 
I  cast  a  spell,  by  which  the  queen  appeared  in  the  shape  of 
a  crow  whenever  chance  should  happen  to  lead  a  stranger 
there,  while  her  daughters  and  their  companions  assumed  the 
appearance  of  magpies,  without  their  being  able  to  perceive 
this  change  in  one  another. 

This  is  the  illusion,  princes,  which  occasioned  you  so  much 
surprise  when  chance  conducted  you  one  after  the  other  to  their 
retreat. 

At  the  time  that  Pooh-pooh  and  May-flower  were  vainly 
endeavouring  to  find  me  out,  I  was  aware  in  what  disguise 
Bentata  had  arrived  hither,  and  her  designs  were  also  known 
to  me ;  but  I  knew  that  her  power  was  so  limited  since  she 
had  lost  the  mare  and  the  hat,  that  I  could  easily  ward  off  any 
attempts  she  might  make  on  the  life  of  my  niece. 

I  delivered  up  May-flower  accordingly  to  the  cruel  treatment 
which  awaited  her  on  her  arrival,  at  the  hands  of  the  seneschal's 
widow  and  the  inhuman  Dentata.  May-flower  was  destined 
to  belong  only  to  the  most  faithful  of  lovers,  and  what  greater 
trial  of  his  constancy  could  be  made  than  exposing  her  to  his 
eyes  in  the  frightful  and  repulsive  condition  to  which  the 
malefices  of  the  sorceress  had  reduced  her,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  should  be  offered  the  hand  of  Eadiant  and  the  throne  of 
Cashmere. 

I  4|d  not  long  detain  him  when  he  returned  with  the  shining 
bat  and  the  mare,  but  I  kept  my  promise  concerning  the  remedy 
for  the  lovely  eyes  which  were  causing  such  ravage.  Although 
Pooh-pooh  was  returned  to  his  dear  May-flower,  nevertheless! 
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kneir  iSbmit  m  the  state  in  which  he  would  find  her,  she  wonld 
require  more  powerfol  assistance  than  he  coold  afibrd. 

I  emplejed  all  the  genii  which  I  am  enahled  hj  mj  art  to 
c<»ttinand,  to  watch  over  the  safety  of  her  life  until  mj  arriraly 
detMnining  not  to  tarry  long  hehind  him.  I  deferred  mj 
jonmej  to  the  last  moment,  and  nearly  had  canse  to  repent  it, 
Kor  at  itie  reaej  moment  I  had  mounted  Jingle,  the  most  agreeahle 
and  the  moitwished-for  obstacle  prevented  my  departure. 

Three  ooniiers  from  Gircassia  arrired  within  an  honr  one  of 
the  o^r,  with  the  astounding  intelligoice  that  my  sister  was 
restored  to  her  dominions.  The  first  informed  me  that  the  usurper 
had  perished  in  an  insurrection  as  sudden  as  the  reT(duti<m 
which  had  pktced  him  on  the  throne,  the  other  confirmed  this 
intelligence,  and  added  that  the  excited  populace  had  not  even 
spared  his  poor  humpbacked  daughter.  The  last,  in  fine,  gave 
me  ample  details  of  the  acclamations,  the  joy  and  the  transports 
of  impatience  with  which  the  queen  and  her  daughters  were 
expected  in  the  capital  of  Circassia ;  and  this  last  courier  had 
been  despatched  by  herself,  the  council  and  the  nobles  of  the 
kingdom  haying  already  set  out  to  meet  her. 

So  you  see,  my  lord.  Pooh-pooh  is  not  so  ill  married  as  you 
supposed,  for  however  eager  May-flower  may  be  to  see  him 
seated  on  the  throne  of  which  his  perfect  love  and  inviolable 
fidelity  have  rendered  him  so  worthy,  she  will  find  her  dominions 
peaceable  on  her  arrival,  her  mother  and  sister  less  tranquil 
nom  their  impatience  to  receive  a  daughter  and  a  sovereign 
whom  they  had  so  long  lost,  while  the  people,  as  usual  eager 
for  all  change,  will  be  ready  aiough  to  shower  good  wishes  and 
benedictions  on  such  a  queen  as  May-flower. 

Serena  had  no  sooner  ended  her  narrative,  than  the  Caliph 
plunged  into  a  maze  of  words  in  the  endeavour  to  compliment 
her,  and  to  make  some  apology  to  May-flower,  from  which 
however  he  was  hi^ily  extricated  by  the  announcement  that 
dinner  was  served. 

The  banquet  was  the  most  superb  that  will  ever  again  be 
seen,  but  seemed  drawn  out  to  an  unconscionable  length  to  the 
two  princes,  whose  only  food  had  been  the  glances  o^^  their 
respective  brides. 

At  last  the  long-wished-for  hour  arrived,  and  Hymen  kindled 
idl  his  tordies  to  light  Phceniz  to  Radiant's  apartment,  where 
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ikie  Caliph  wished  them  good  night ;  while  in  the  efaamher 
whidi  had  heen  prepared  for  Maj-fiower,  it  depended 
onlj  on  the  meet  faithful  of  lovers  to  become  the  happiest  d 

Aurora  had  made  her  appearance  l<mg  before  the  end  of  this 
story,  but  Dinarzade  had  treated  her  dawning  brightness  with 
the  utmost  contempt ;  and  the  sultan,  less  eager  than  usual  to 
take  his  i^ace  in  ^e  council,  had  allowed,  for  once,  the  sun  to 
rise  before  him.  The  sultana,  as  the  reader  knows  from  the 
eommencanent  of  these  tales,  was  the  most  beautiful  sultana 
that  was  erer  known  ;  he  turned  his  eyes  towards  her  with  an 
impassioned  look,  while  the  vizier  withdrew,  carrying  away  the 
sceptre.  It  was  as  though  he  had  never  before  seen  her,  so 
rapt  was  he  in  contemplating  the  charms  of  her  countenance, 
and  as  he  reflected  that,  together  with  all  these  beauties,  she 
possessed  a  mind  adorned  with  Arabian  tales,  he  rose  from 
beside  her,  and  to  show  the  warmth  of  his  affection  and  regard^ 
he  put  on  his  dressing-gown. 

**  Too  happy,''  he  exclaimed, ''  too  happy  are  the  shepherds  of 
our  plains,  who  can,  without  any  violence  to  themselves,  spend 
whole  days  sighing  at  the  feet  of  their  shepherdesses !  How 
great  would  be  the  pleasure  of  devoting  every  moment  of  my 
life  to  gazing  on  the  lovely  eyes  that  now  shine  on  me." 

Dinarzade,  who  was  at  a  loss  to  discover  the  meaning  of 
these  tender  ejaculations,  and  of  the  ceremony  which  preceded 
them,  took  the  liberty  of  asking  him  what  he  meant  by  hip 
shepherds  and  shepherdesses.  "  Return  to  your  bed,  my  lord,'* 
she  said,  *'  instead  of  talking  all  this  shallow  stuff  to  a  divinity 
to  whom  you  were,  but  a  moment  since,  giving  your  left  toe  to 
kiss.*'  At  the  same  time  she  tried  to  take  his  dressing-gown 
off,  but  he  would  not  consent  to  quit  it  until  she  had  brought 
him  his  lute,  on  which  he  played  so  long  that  the  sultana  was 
ready  to  die  with  weariness,  and  her  sister  with  impatience. 
After  this  little  burst  of  gallantry  he  passed  into  his  apartment, 
and  from  his  apartment  to  the  council,  to  order  the  magnificent 
preparations  for  the '  rejoicings  which  were  to  take  place  on 
this  important  day,  until  the  happy  night  should  put  him  m 
possession  of  the  most  perfect  of  beauties.  He  awaited  this 
night  with  impatience,  as  may  well  be  imagined ;  and  when  at 
last  it  came  he  repaired  to  the  sultana's  apartment,  followed 
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by  the  officers  of  the  crown,  but  instead  of  wishing  them  good 
flight,  after  he  had  undressed  himself,  he  turned  to  the  Prince 

'  of  Trebizond  and  commanded  him  to  relate  what  adventures 

had  befallen  him  since  that  of  the  Pyramid  and  the  Golden 
Horse,  up  to  the  time  when  he  beheld,  for  the  first  time,  the 
beautiful  eyes  of  Dinarzade  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea. 

The  enamoured  prince  would  willingly  have  dispensed  with 
a  recital  which  could  not  but  last  the  remainder  of  the  night ; 
but  as  he  knew  that  his  master,  the  sultan,  was  not  to  be 

•  trifled  with,  especially  if  a  story  was  the  business  in  hand,  he 

began  his,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel  of  this  collection. 


THE  MM. 


TO  MADEMOISELLE  •  •  •  • 

Sat  how  should  I,  who  learning  nonght 

From  Phoebus  or  the  sisters  nine. 

Know  neither  Helicon  divine. 

Nor  in  the  Academy  have  wrought, 

Of  reason  give  you  any  jot 

For  the  new  name  of  Pont-Alie, 

Or  satisfy  you  what  the  lot 

Of  its  ancient  name  may  be. 

Of  musty  etymology, 

Its  cant  and  phraseology. 

Nought  have  I  ever  learnt  or  known ; 

Yet  your  request  shall  be  obey'd. 

And  here  is  all  that  Mabillon 

Of  a  history  has  shown, 

That  Scaliger  and  Oasaubon, 

Would  treat  as  spurious  I  'm  afraid ; 

But  little  matters  what  is  said 

By  men  who,  without  mercy,  judge 

Alike  the  living  and  the  dead  ; 

And  others,  while  they  criticise 

With  quirk  and  cavil,  doubt  and  grudge. 

Cause  in  the  reader's  sense  to  rise 

A  most  contemptuous  disdain 

Both  for  their  learning  and  their  bnun. 

Yet,  after  all,  if  truth  there  be 

In  the  following  history, 

Of  fable  it  has  such  an  air, 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you'll  declare 

That  I  have  made  for  your  diversion 

Into  its  realms  a  short  excursion. 
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NaihlesB,  I  hare  not  borrowed  it, 

Nor  stolen  from  Scheherazade  ; 

And  if  not  sparkling  with  the  wit 

Of  which  that  lady  made  parade, 

The  naked  troth's  simplicity 

Will  not  he  put  in  masquerade, 

Or  muffled  in  antiquity. 

Before  the  story  finds  a  close, 

I  can  assure  you,  you  shall  see 

A  touch  of  actual  sorcery  ; 

And  eke  shall  note  what  crael  woes 

Befel  a  fond  and  hapless  fair. 

A  white  fox  and  a  siren  fair, 

Both  cousins  to  a  Lombard  king. 

Mere  chance  into  my  tale  shall  bring ; 

And  I  may  add,  a  giant  tall 

Will  show  himself.     But  this  is  all. 

For  I  can  swear,  ere  I  begin  it. 

That  you  will  find  no  genius  in  it. 

Goddesses,  who  the  stormy  wind 
Can  turn  to  post-horse  and  postillion. 
Whose  charms  fair  Venus  leave  behind, 
With  all  her  ivory  and  vermilion  ; 
You  who  govern  Cupid's  flight. 
Stronger  fiian  his  wayward  might ; 
Who,  swifter  than  the  north-wind  fly, 
From  sphere  to  sphere,  athwart  the  sky. 
Or  in  the  hidden  s<^tudes 
Of  your  vi^eys  and  your  woods, 
Dance  to  songs  the  five-long  night ; 
And  on  the  wings  of  buttei&es 
Despatch  a  sylph,  from  her  disti'ess 
To  rescue  some  &dr  shepherdess. 
Who,  pining  far  from  love  and  light. 
Imprison 'd  in  a  dungeon  lies ; 
Or  scatter  fears  and  jealousies. 
And  wrath,  like  idle  mockeries, 
Far  f]X>m  the  hoBiom  that  they  blight ; 
Gh-aceful  fairies,  calm  and  bright^ 
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Whom  the  fMrer  sex  hM  sung, 
Grant  me  your  kindness,  and  ioBpire 
With  all  jmar  sprightlineas  mj  lyre, 
Since  to  record  jour  deeds  'tis  strong. 

A  hero  once  in  times  of  yore — 
Haughty  and  proud  as  he  was  long^— 
A  giant,  who  was  dreaded  more 
Than  thunder  by  his  rassal  throng, 
Was  here  of  an  estate  possessed, 
With  a  few  mills  and  streamlets  bleBsed« 
To  which  his  ancient  race  did  owe 
Their  name  and  title — Moulineau. 
This  tenement,  time  out  of  mind, 
Possessed  by  giants  of  his  kind, 
He  thought  it  proper  to  entail 
For  ever  on  his  issue  male, 
Deeming  that,  as  he  meant  to  marry, 
He  soon  would  have  an  heir  to  carry 
To  future  times  his  height  anJ  face. 
And  so  perpetuate  his  race. 
Leaving  an  offispring,  like  in  figure, 
Perchance — ^who  knows  ? — a  little  bigger. 
At  the  bare  rumour  of  this  freak, 
All  blanch 'd  was  many  a  beauty's  cheek  ; 
For  what  was  fitter  to  appal  them. 
Than  to  reflect  that  such  a  lot 
Might,  by  some  accident,  befal  them  ? 
Indeed  'twas  frightful,  was  it  not  ? 
His  face  was  terrible  to  see. 
He  went  to  bed  all  drest  and  booted. 
His  height  and  his  brutality 
In  all  respects  were  matched  and  suited ;  * 
The  bellowing  of  bulls  in  fury 
Was  yet  more  tender  than  his  T(nce, 
Had  scores  of  times  more  melody. 
And  made  a  score  of  times  less  noise. 
Among  his  stud  this  giant  counted 
A  huge  machine  made  like  a  hack  *; 
So  huge,  indeed,  that  on  its  back 
E'en  a  Colossus  might  have  mounted  ; 
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It  senred  as  cart  or  carriage  horsey 

For  the  pack-saddle  or  the  course: 

He  had  hesides  for  an  attendant 

A  ram  of  gemns  so  transcendanty 

He  served  him  as  his  secretary. 

His  steward,  and  his  eqnerrj. 

Looked  to  his  mills,  estate,  and  stable. 

Kept  his  accounts,  and  served  his  table ; 

With  pretty  fables,  too,  his  mind  was  stored. 

And  he  would  tell  them  till  the  giant  snored  I 

A  Dnud  in  lus  neighbourhood 
Possessed  a  most  romantic  palace ; 
With  gardens  where  the  crystal  flood 
Was  lapt  in  deep  and  shady  valleys ; 
Here  it  bubbled,  laugh*  d,  and  leapt. 
Coming  to  day's  golden  light ; 
Here  in  voiceless  silence  slept. 
Hidden  in  the  shades  of  night : 
Everywhere  the  greedy  eye 
Might  a  thousand  charms  descry. 
Near  each  of  two  Eumenides 
A  Cerberus  was  crouching  seen, 
In  silver  wrought — ^foaming  with  spite  ; 
Here  stood  the  mighty  Hercules 
In  jaspar  bright  as  starry  night ; 
And  here  the  great  Egyptian  queen 
Undaunted  turned  her  closing  eye 
Upon  the  aspic's  poison 'd  bite. 
Preparing  like  a  queen  to  die. 
Nathless  one  ornament  supreme 
Peerless  adom'd  these  magic  places, 
A  maid  whose  budding  charms  did  seem 
To  cloud  the  witchery  of  the  Graces ; 
Wherever  she  her  glances  turned 
Each  heart  with  hopeless  passion  burned — 
Hopeless,  forsooth,  for  not  a  jot 
Cared  Alio  in  her  scornful  pride, 
Whethter  they  lived,  or  whether  not. 
Or  if  they  hoped,  or  if  they  died. 
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The  necromantic  art  entire, 
Magic,  and  spell,  and  sorcery. 
Was  lavished  by  her  Druid  sire 
To  gifit  her  charms  with  witchery. 
And  make  her  from  her  veiy  birth 
The  manrel  of  admiring  earth. 
All  beauties  whom  we  now  behold 
Are  cast  upon  this  briUiant  mould  ; 
But  by  mishap,  'tis  manifest, 
That  not  content  with  face  and  figure 
They've  also  borrowed  with  the  rest 
Some  of  her  cruelty  and  rigour. 

A  thousand  lovers  braved  their  doom. 

And  would  in  spite  of  death  behold  her. 

It  mattered  not  if  in  youth's  bloom, 

Or  middle  aged,  or  somewhat  older ; 

Age  hopeless  wept,  youth  lov*d  and  died 

'Twizt  morning's  blush  and  even-tide — 

Not  one  the  tigress  e'er  escaped. 

The  neighbourhood  for  miles  around 

For  princes  slain  with  black  was  draped  ; 

Each  day  a  lover  dead  was  found, 

Whose  heart  had  caught  the  spark  like  tinder^ 

And  burnt  the  victim  to  a  cinder. 

Proud  of  his  stature,  Moulineau 
As  canaille  looked  upon  all  those. 
Who  vanquished  at  a  single  blow 
Their  love  and  life  together  close  ; 
And  in  his  coat  of  mail  array 'd 
He  came  to  woo  the  lovely  maid. 
He  offered  her  his  heart  and  hand. 
His  mills,  his  money,  and  his  land, 
And  eke  into  the  bargain  throws 
His  horse  to  ride  on  when  she  chose. 
If  she  refused,  the  monster  vow'd 
By  all  his  Qods  she'd  feel  his  ire. 
And  then  a  heap  of  straw  he  show'd. 
With  which  he  said  he  meant  to  fire 
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Her  pleasure-groands  and  habitetioD, 

Burning  the  liiies  of  her  skin. 

Its  roses,  and  its  jessamin, 

In  one  terrifie  oonflagralioii. 

The  beauty,  with  an  air  serene,     / 

That  might  beseem  an  Eastern  q«een» 

Array'd  in  all  her  matchless  channs. 

Leant  o'er  the  walls  wiUi  folded  aioH, 

And  call'd  him  **  dwarf  "  to  roose  his  spken* 

The  sea  that  winds  eonflicting  lai^  ; 

Jove's  thunders,  when  at  dead  (^  aighi. 

Upon  some  crazy  tower  they  light. 

And  hurl  it  down  with  deafning  crash  ; 

A  baited  bear  with  dogs  at  strife  ; 

A  hundred  pigs  beneath  the  kni£s ; 

A  hundred  yelping  curs  or  vMte, 

Were  nothing  to  the  dreadful  ro«yr 

That  issued  from  the  giant's  throat. 

And  the  resounding  welkin  smole. 

You  heard  the  outcry  fierce  and  fdl, 
Meudon,  St.  Germain,  and  Rud ; 
Its  echo  troubled  wave  and  sky. 
And  in  his  depths  the  gentle  Seine 
Concealed  himself,  lest  once  again 
His  ears  might  catch  that  fearful  cry  ; 
And  Pepin,  you,  who  in  ihat  day. 
Held  ov^  France  your  potent  sway. 
It  was  the  second  time  that  fri^ 
Made  your  fair  mother's  che^  more  wUte. 
The  tocsin  sounded  long  and  loud. 
And  from  your  hand  the  sceptre  f^i  ; 
At  the  dread  sound,  the  wise  heads  vnw'd, 
It  came  so  suddenly  to  tell 
That  soon  would  sound  the  trump  of  doaDBu 
And  you,  too,  Marli,  wrapt  in  gloom. 
Deep  as  the  shadow  of  the  tomb, 
Tou  also  heard  the  horrid  din ; 
Dreaming  at  last  the  day  was  brdce. 
That  should  the  glorious  change  begin. 
Whereof  prophetic  Merlin  spoke, 
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You  thought  that  the  trhi»ph«it  hand. 
Which  spell  and  diaim  ihovld  heap  around  you, 
Had  in  that  Tory  mttuitat  found  joo. 
And  all  your  future  splendour  plann'd. 
As  for  yoa»  nyuph^  who  listened  near. 
Turned  paler  than  your  imock  with  fear^ 
Spite  of  yonr  eo«rage  and  your  pride* 
You  tried  in  Tain  your  fears  to  hide. 
And  chauging  ocmntenance,  your  face 
Lost  all  its  power  of  loife  and  grace. 
While  thtts  roared  out  your  giant  knrer. 
With  rage  andaBguiA  boiling  oTer. 

*'  Thonaorpent,  bom  of  fool  despite. 
Whose  venom'd  tongue  would  orerelond 
The  fame  fur  stature  and  for  mighit 
Of  whieh  I  aat  so  justly  proud ! 
And  so,  I  eeem  to  you  too  small 
To  hope  to  share  yovr  bed  at  all ! 
Wretch !  by  my  inches  do  I  swear 
Neither  to  pardon  nor  to  spare ; 
Let  all  my  soul  its  hate  declare ; 
Heaping  the  straw  and  fuel  higher 
Than  ever  yet  for  human  fii^^ 
Here  will  I  roast  yom  and  your  size." 

He  lit  the  fuel  while  he  spoke. 
And  o'er  the  eastle  rose  the  smoke. 
Bushes  and  trees  from  earth  he  tore, 
And  to  the  homing  heap  he  bore^ 
The  siege  began,  and  mantelets 
Covered  the  enemy's  approaches  ; 
Sheltered  behind  the  parapets. 
And  armed  with  pokers,  spits,  and  broaches, 
A  crowd  of  servants  brave  the  ight. 
While  others  seized  with  panic  fright 
King  out  alarms  with  all  their  might: 
In  front  the  palace  these  attack. 
And  these  invest  it  at  the  back. 
The  nymph  from  whom  all  courage  fled, 
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Now  hied  her  to  her  chamber,  where. 
Upon  her  knees,  beside  her  bed, 
She  pray'd  in  terror  and  despair. 

Meanwhile  her  father  throws  around 

The  castle,  rampart,  wall,  and  doorway, 

A  gulph  so  mighty  and  profound, 

'Twas  broader  than  from  Greece  to  Norway  ; 

The  giant  with  a  rearward  hop 

Took  refuge  on  a  mountain  top. 

Heaping  with  horrid  imprecations 

The  Druid  and  his  incantations. 

When  in  the  very  nick  of  time 

His  faithful  Ram,  whose  wit  sublime. 

Ne'er  for  a  shift  was  at  a  loss 

To  aid  his  master,  built  across 

The  mighty  stream  a  mightier  bridge. 

Stretching  from  the  mountain  ridge. 

And  first  himself  upon  it  leapt — 

The  giant  then  at  once  preparing 

To  finish  his  assault  with  daring, 

Upon  the  arches  boldly  stept. 

Over  his  books  the  Druid  pondered, 
More  than  a  thousand  thumb'd  in  rain, 
And  thinking  somehow  he  had  blundered, 
He  turned  and  thumb'd  them  o'er  again. 
Tome  after  tome  away  he  tost, 
And  when  the  only  book  he  miss'd 
That  could  his  present  plight  assist, 
He  cried,  despairing,  *'  All  is  lost !  ". 
Meanwhile  the  enemy  advancing 
Begin  their  triumph  to  exhibit. 
The  giant's  eyes  with  fury  glancing 
Already  threaten  rope  and  gibbet. 
While  to  the  Druid  thus  he  cries  : 
**  Old  fool !  who  think  yourself  so  wise, 
Because  of  magic  you've  a  smatter  ; 
I  Tour  walls  about  your  ears  111  batter  ; 

And  as  for  that  proud  minx  your  daughter, 
Who  slew  with  rigour  all  who  sought  her. 
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Soon  better  manners  shall  be  taught  her ; 
And  she  who  late  with  haughty  sconung. 
Looked  on  my  figure  and  my  faoe» 
Shall  nowy  my  bridal  bed  adorning. 
Enfold  me  in  her  soft  embrace." 
Then,  turning  to  his  worthy  friend. 
Quoth  he,  '*  Her  necklace  I  intend 
To  give  you  as  your  share  of  booty, 
And  deeper  still  to  wound  the  beauty, 
For  I  must  make  her  feel  my  rage. 
Her  sire  shall  wait  on  you  as  page." 

But  here  well  leave  him  for  a  moment. 

And  all  his  plans  his  rage  to  show  meant ; 

Perchance  'twould  also  wiser  be 

To  quit  the  mazy  fields  of  rhyme. 

But  how  could  we  desert  Alio 

Just  at  so  critical  a  time ! 

Amidst  her  present  feuds  and  trouble. 

The  memory  of  former  bliss, 

And  the  dread  future's  dark  abyss. 

Together  joined  her  grief  to  double  ; 

For  of  all  cruel  pangs  that  pierce  her, 

A  woman  knows  of  none  tluit's  fiercer 

Than  that  she  feels  when  he 's  away 

Who  doth  her  gentle  spirit  sway, 

While  still  she 's  doomed  to  see  before  her 

The  object  of  her  hate  and  horror* 

Such  was  the  maiden's  state  forlorn ; 

For  she  whose  heart  from  day  to  day 

Seem'd  filled  with  nought  but  hate  and  scorn. 

In  secret  pined  to  love  a  prey. 

Hence  all  her  cruelty  and  pride. 

Hence  all  the  groaning  and  lamenting 

Of  those  who  saw  her,  lov*d  and  died, 

Slain  by  her  rigour  unrelenting. 

The  God  whom  she  in  show  defied. 

The  cause  of  all  these  dire  distresses. 

Ruled  victor  in  her  heart's  recesses. 

But  this  fond  love,  her  only  joy  once. 
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Now  cansod  her  swrow  and  tma^paoe. 
For  idiile  the  powers  neerottaMtie 
Her  sire  iMd  svomMa'd  to  iho  figki. 
Seemed  OQwpior'd  ly  his  foe  figaatic^ 
Fate  kept  her  kver  inm  her  sight. 
He  took,  dM  dioiigkt»  bo  eartUy  heed 
Or  of  her  trMd>]et  or  of  faer. 
Seeming  his  safely  wkh  har  need 
To  balaoeOy  aad  the  int  prefer. 
This  base  desertiott  of  her  oirahv 
Upon  his  trath  to  fool  a  ataiDy 
FUl'd  up  the  mea8m*e  of  her  woes. 
A  stimngcBT  mm  to  all  repoM, 
She  teU  her  sad  aad  piteoM  tale 
To  all  the  echoes  af  the  tale ; 
She  gave  bo  lespite  te  the  Bieii]itan% 
Distracted  drove  the  atteaan  aad  fnaBinins» 
And  of  her  hero,  bored  m  Tmu, 
For  tidings,  the  eadnring  piain. 
Tired  of  wanderiag  thro^h  mil 
The  chambers  of  her  fstiber's  hafi. 
She  hied  lier  to  the  Vestal's  grore^ 
Benea^  an  ancient  cjpress  tree. 
Where  to  the  sorrowa  of  her  love 
She  gave  an  uttersaoe  f^  aad  fiBe. 
And  as  in  aneient  daym  we're  teld. 
Swains  weald  their  tales  of  Iof«  unlaid 
To  sounding  lute  and  dnuBBdng  taAfor^ 
Telling  tibeir  woes  with  toMfiil  lahear ; 
And  maidenB  even  bow  expeas 
la  music  their  extrene  distress, 
The  fair  one  following  the  feshion. 
Sang  to  the  object  of  her  pSBHiaa — 
No  listener  being  then  le  step  her—- a 
Rondo  fitem  the  laat  oew  opera. 

Oh,  Prinee  of  Nom]%  chaanii^  lever! 

Sole  eheioe  this  kwiag  heart  deth  ewB» 
Deaf  whea  all  eke  dieir  flames  discover, 

Mj  bosom's  true  to  thee  aloae. 
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Okt  Prince  «f  Noisy,  faithleBS  vorer. 
Wont  choice  mj  dMting  fteart  eealdiMni, 
When  by  a  giant  oirerthroum, 

A  thousand  dangers  round  me  borer, 
Sboold  now  thy  fai^lessness  be  akown» 

Oh,  Prince  of  Noisy,  faithless  n>yer ! 
In  Tain  I  caH  thee,  heart  of  stone. 
Worst  choice  my  pounded  heart  eonU  own. 

And  at  iheee  words  a  flood  of  tears 
Upon  her  sorrowing  cheek  appears  ; 
Thrice  were  its  Kites  imudatedy 
And  thrice  the  flood  of  grief  abated ; 
Thrice  was  the  histre  of  her  risage  paM» 
And  thrice  her  faggbg  pokes  failed ; 
When  froBi  a  ndghbouring  grore  tlMre  si|^'d 
A  Yoice  whose  tones  her  Hfe  restoreiy 
While  from  her  heart  the  crimson  tide 
Bears  roses  to  her  cheek  ence  more. 

Thns  fs^oke  the  Toiee : — **  Fair  Alie  hear 

Thy  h>Ter,  nor  of  wrongs  aecnse  him. 

Whose  heart  ne*er  oihc^  chains  can  wear 

Than  thine ;  no  more  thy  faith  refuse  haa. 

My  faithfiiiU  kind,  adored  Alie, 

Of  my  fond  heart  the  happy  choiee ; 

Thy  charms,  ikj  loring  t^Kl^ness, 

Think 'st  thou  conld  e'er  forgotten  be. 

Or  cease  this  bosom  to  rejoice. 

For  other  wees  keep  thy  distress* 

Not  eren  eniel  £sie*s  decree. 

My  faithful  heart  from  thee  eonld  serer, 

More  loYed  than  hSe — ^more  loyed  than  ever.** 

As  thns  she  heard,  snrpris'd,  alarm *d. 
Yet  by  a  hope  new  dawning  charm'd^ 
Swiftly  to  the  spot  she  bouc^ 
From  whence  the  soft  persnasire  sonnds 
Of  that  dear  Y(»ce  had  tranced  her  ear» 
And  bade  her  heart  no  longer  fear. 


456  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

"  Where  bidest  thou,"  she  cried,  '*my  dear  ?*' 
.  Once  more,  beloyed  one,  appear. 
My  drooping  spirit  to  rejoice ; 
Or  of  m J  loy*d  and  loving  swain 
Does  nought  remain  now  but  a  voice  ? 
Why  make  me  seek  thee  thus  in  vain  ? 
Why,  when  my  soul  is  yearning,  fly  me  ? 
When  with  such  ardour  I  entreat 
Thy  worshipped  presence,  why  deny  me  ? 
Art  changed,  then,  to  a  parakeet  ?  " 
When  bootless  all  she  found  her  pray*r, 
Yielding  to  anguish  and  despair. 
Her  love  made  havoc  of  her  wits. 
A  prey  to  moods  and  gloomy  fits. 
Amidst  her  reason's  thousand  flights, 
She  thought  herself — so  strange  her  fate — 
A  heroine  of  the  Arabian  Nights — 
A  book  which  she*d  devoured  of  late  ; 
Imagining,  that  she  a  victim 
Had  fall*n  to  a  tyrant  grim. 
Who  finding  out  one  wife  had  trick *d  him, 
Now  part  from  vengeance,  part  from  whim, 
A  spick-span  new  one  daily  wedded. 
Whom  in  the  morning  he  beheaded  ; 
And  lying  down  beneath  the  shade 
Afforded  by  a  wooded  tuft. 
She  thought  her  spouse  beside  her  laid. 
And  her  memory  being  stuft 
With  this  Arabian  balderdash. 
She  thought  that  she,  to  save  her  head. 
Must  tell  her  lord  some  kind  of  trash  ; 
And  thus  by  wandering  fancy  led. 
Began  the  tale  with  sorrows  rife, 
To  tell  of  her  eventful  life : 

"  I  daughter  am  of  Pharabert, 
Sprung  from  the  royal  stock  of  France, 
Whose  great-grandfather,  Dagobert, 
In  magic  learned  and  expeii;. 
And  to  a  fault  in  every  chance 
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And  turn  of  life  political, 

Deem'd  it  expedient — nay,  most  critical — 

A  certain  bower  of  green  should  be 

Provided  for  my  infancy, 

Foreseeing  that  those  regions  bright. 

The  resting-place  of  innocence, 

A  certain  count — Phillibert  hight— 

One  day  would  make  his  residence. 

Protected  by  a  wizard  skill'd, 

Whose  brain  with  plots  and  plans  was  fiU'd, 

This  hero,  after  a  career 

Of  weary  toil,  was  destin'd  here, 

His  wild  and  wand 'ring  course  to  end  ; 

And  though  the  world  he  'd  not  abjure. 

In  calm  enjoyment  he  would  spend 

His  days,  from  all  its  ill  secure. 

A  chamber  built  beneath  the  ground 

As  ancient  tombs,  not  so  profound, 

His  fears  would  quell  and  bid  him  smile 

At  bars,  and  bolts,  and  durance  vile. 

In  summer,  when  we  're  all  afloat. 

And  woo  the  breeze  in  barge  or  boat, 

He  in  a  car  that  spumed  the  aid 

Of  horse  or  mule,  would  promenade 

His  lakes  and  gardens  free  from  care. 

For  him  did  Dagobert  prepare, 

The  happy  charm  that  threw  around 

This  place  a  mystery  profound, 

And  which  he  only  could  unravel. 

Meanwhile  my  childhood  fleeted  by, 

And  rumours  soon  began  to  travel 

Of  wondrous  charms,  which  whether  I 

Possess  or  not,  great  heaven  knows  ; 

But  soon  they  brought  about  my  dwelling 

A  train  of  swains  with  raptures  swelling, 

And  with  them  a  long  train  of  woes. 

**  In  vain  they  sigh'd,  in  vain  they  pester'd  ; 
My  heart  in  blissful  peace  sequester'd. 
At  all  their  bootless  efforts  smil'd. 
While  they  with  dying  breath  reviled. 
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And  call'd  me  monster,  wreteh  inlivmaBu 
ThiftlMart  w  tomelem  onee,  and  wild» 
Alas !  soon  prov^'d  me  bnt  a  woman ; 
For  miles  around  all  moaths  were  filL'4 
With  tales  of  aU  tiia  men  I 'd  kiU'd^ 
Till  cruel  love  incem^d  at  last 
To  see  me  thus  his  power  despbe. 
Resolved  the  fatal  ehains  to  cast 
In  which  my  heart  now  captiye  lies. 
Beneath  the  neighbooring  forest's  shade 
Its  jocund  course  a  streamlet  speeds, 
And  plunging  m  a  lovely  glade. 
The  foont  with  liqmid  erystol  feeds. 
Where,  by  ndn  hope  my  sire  aHiired, 
In  leafy  walls  my  childhood  mured. 
Here  in  this  lenfy  spot  aedaded. 
Whither  no  Mving  mortal,  save 
Of  my  own  sex,  had  e'er  ininided, 
?  I  wont  in  the  clear  stream  to  lave. 

When  lo !  h  ehaneed  that  one  fak  mor&iiig. 
As  I  that  fount  half-naked  entered^ 
Appeared  before  me,  withoul  warning. 
He  in  whom  now  my  kyre  ie  centred---- 
More  beauteous  thaa  the  Easstem  xay 
That  flushes  from  awakemng  day. 


'*  But  yonder  is  the  East  behold 

The  gates  beginning  to  unfold. 

Where  the  bright  sun  will  soon  appear. 

And  sally  forth  on  his  career. 

And  his  vaunt  courier's  histoous  ray 

Heralds  the  a^lendoiir  of  the  day« 

Adieu,  then^  dearest  Dinarzade, 

Soon  now  the  sultan  will  prepare  him 

To  take  his  momiiig  promenade, 

For  when  'tis  day  I  seem  to  scare  him  ; 

Yet  of  my  story  what*s  to  follow. 

You  'd  find  beats  s^  I  've  told  you  hollow» 

But  that  to-morrow,  woe  is  aae, 

Your  loving  sister  you  wiU  see 
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For  the  last  lamB  mpaa  a  litter, 
Borne  to  a  ^oon  onjnst  and  llitter. 


>» 


As  thus  abo  sfNtke,  sweet  deeij^  desoendiDg, 
Began  her  drooping  lids  te  close, 
And  all  her  feoliflh  viaioDa  ending* 
Cradled  her  senaes  to  repote. 
Meanwhile,  her  tire  opprest  with  htx. 
Seeking  his  idol  hi^  ajid  low. 
Discovered  her  quite  iprofca 
Her  final  werda  te  everfaear ; 
And  as  he  listened  with  amaze,  he 
Made  up  his  mind  that  she  was  crazj. 


Spirit,  whose  hand  with  ease  is  trakied 
Over  the  c«rded  Ijre  to  sweeps 
With  linked  hariaonj  sustained. 
Whose  will  doth  teach  the  froward  rhyme. 
Obedient  when  thou  Indst — to  keep 
To  every  measure,  touch,  and  time^ 
Be 't  ode  sr  hallad,  jig  or  reely 
Or  the  fantastic  vaud^lle ; 
Who  to  aU  tunes  that  ere  existed. 
Though  ne'er  so  itttricate  and  twisted^ 
Canst,  without  doing  violeoee 
To  rules  oi  grammar  or  to  sense^ 
In  philosophic  veiu  er  witty. 
Sing  of  the  court  or  of  the  iAtj, 
And  hast  for  ev'ry  ^anee  a  dkty  ; 
Come  i^seue  Ahe  from  her  pMght, 
'The  wand'rin^  ai  her  madness  &»Uow» 
And,  in  the  ahsenee  of  ApeU% 
Sustain  me  in  my  foehle  flight. 
My  weary  wits  too  kag  I  V«  spun. 
And  nigh  my  tether  have  outruu ; 
Then  grant  the  favour  that  I  ask, 
And  entering  fresh  upon  the  task. 
The  matter  that  remains  uutoM, 
To  your  un£etter'd  fancy  mould. 
And  bring  the  stery  to  a  close. 
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Sadly  your  polifih'd  line  it  lacks, 

Twas  cruel  of  you  to  impose 

Upon  me  so  serere  a  tax. 

Can  you  refuse  my  boon  to  grant  ? 

Alas !  I  know  how  stern  your  nature ; 

Your  heart  encased  in  adamant. 

Was  ne'er  moved  yet  by  living  creature ; 

Whatever  to  serve  you  were  hu  zeal. 

Whatever  pangs  condemn'd  to  feel ; 

Trifles  your  haughty  sense  offend. 

And  you  are  anxious  I  should  end. 

But  let  me  change  my  style  ;  'tis  time 
Tour  wearied  ears  should  fifld  repose 
From  the  dull  accents  of  my  rhyme. 
And  refuge  take  in  common  prose. 
When  on  the  winged  horse  astraddle, 
An  author  takes  an  airy  trip, 
To  hold  the  rein  or  sit  the  saddle, 
Unskiird  alike — his  steed  will  slip 
The  bit  between  his  teeth,  and  shying, 
Across  the  country  take  him  flying. 
But  with  his  subject  when  he  palters 
And  takes  to  trotting— out  of  breath. 
While  at  each  step  he  gibs  and  falters. 
To  follow  him  we  're  bored  to  death. 
Whate'er  the  grace  of  ornament 
On  a  long-winded  story  spent. 
From  dulness  nothing  ere  can  save  it. 
When  from  Dame  Poetry  we  have  it. 
No  tale  attains  its  termination  ; 
For  though  she  rattles  on  apace. 
She  tortures  her  imagination. 
Her  subject  at  each  step  to  grace  : 
Now  to  adorn  a  palace  stopping, 
Then  off  to  distant  regions  hopping ; 
Of  tropes  and  metaphors  in  search, 
Or  some  such  other  far-fetoh'd  lumber. 
Leaving  her  reader  in  the  lurch, 
Buried  long  since  in  blissful  slumber. 
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Matters  being  as  I  have  the  honour  of  informing  yon,  I  will 
now,  in  the  trae  language  of  fairy  tale,  endeayour  to  send  jou 
to  sleep.  Mademoiselle,  with  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
history.  You  will  be  pleased,  then,  to  recall  to  mind  the 
astonishment  of  the  Druid  when  he  beheld  the  extraordinary 
bridge  which  was  built  over  his  river ;  but  before  we  proceed 
further^  it  is  proper  that  I  should  apprise  you  that  with  respect 
to  the  breadth  of  the  aforesaid  river,  and  the  length  of  the 
bridge  across  it,  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  slight  exaggeration  to 
the  extent  of  half  a  dozen  leagues  or  so,  no  less  for  the  purpose 
of  effect  than  for  the  sake  of  the  rhyme,  and  moreover  that  the 
Lord  of  Moulineau,  far  from  being  so  gigantic  a  fellow  as  you 
might  be  led  to  believe  him  from  my  description,  was  at  the 
utmost  no  bigger  than  about  twice  the  size  of  our  friend 
B . 

The  Druid,  who  with  a  view  to  protect  his  castle  and  his 
daughter  from  attack,  had,  by  way  of  pastime,  surrounded 
them  with  a  moat  filled  with  water,  was  affected  with  no  other 
feeling  than  surprise  on  beholding  the  result  of  an  enchant- 
ment adverse  to  his  own  ;  for  he  thought  himself  in  a  position 
to  snap  his  fingers  at  all  the  bridges  and  all  the  giants  in  the 
world.  He  was  only  troubled  to  guess  by  whom  this  bridge 
could  have  been  raised,  for  he  knew  very  well  that  his 
neighbour  Moidineau  was  anything  but  a  conjuror.  Accord- 
ingly he  began  thumbing  over  his  books  to  set  the  whole 
matter  clear,  and  bring  the  bridge  down  in  less  time  than  was 
taken  to  put  it  up.  When  he  found  that  all  the  books  he 
consulted  could  tell  him  nothing  at  all  about  it  he  was  in  a  sad 
dilemma  ;  but  when  he  came  to  miss  the  one  which  contained 
all  the  secrets  of  his  art,  he  had  almost  gone  clean  out  of  his 
wits.  He  had  forbidden  his  daughter  to  read  it  (the  only  thing 
he  had  ever  forbidden  her),  and  submissive  as  she  had  always 
been  to  his  least  wishes,  he  was  nevertheless  afraid  that  the 
temptation  to  do  a  thing  which  had  been  expressly  forbidden 
her  had  outweighed  her  obedience. 

It  was  under  this  apprehension  that  he  had  sought  and 
found  her  in  the  condition  we  left  her  in,  and  directly  he 
perceived  that  her  wits  were  wandering,  he  made  no  doubt  but 
she  had  found  his  book.  He  awoke  her  in  order  to  learn  what 
she  had  done  with  it,  but  it  wag  to  make  a  disclosure  of  a  very 
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different  kiad  thai  Alie  addreMed  him.  From  the  minmer  in 
wluch  she  had  fallen  asleep,  I  eonld  hare  Bwom  that  en 
airaking  she  would  have  addresaed  the  Druid  aa  '^M%htj 
eommaader  of  -die  faithful " — but  her  distraction  took  a  difieicent 
turn,  and  throwing  herself  at  his  feet : 

''Father,"  she  said,  ^'I  hare  kM4  it»  and  if  yon  eannot 
reslere  it  to  me  yon  will  see  me  i^e  of  deifiair.  Far  I  can  now 
BO  longer  omxcefld  my  weakness,  nor  dBissemble  my  cnme.  Tes^ 
I  have  lost  it" 

^*  What ! "  cried  the  Dniid,  **  you  hare  not  only  disobeyed 
me,  Alie,  hut  yon  hare  lost  that  whiek»  next  to  yourseli^  was 
dearest  to  me  in  the  woiid.  How  did  you  lose  dbe  hook  upon 
winch  the  hspitiness  or  the  mtsery  ci  onr  fires  depends  f  " 

Alie,  strnek  with  astomshment,  replied,  after  beuig  silent 
for  a  moment,  "  Dearest  father,  since  you  are  aware  of  this 
loss,  you  most  also  know  the  way  in  winch  it  oecuned.  Alas ! 
h  is  hot  too  tnM,  in  losing  that  book  I  kat  a  treasure  which 
should  hare  been  deaxer  to  me  a  thousand  times  than  Itfe." 
So  saying,  she  left  her  father  aiid  hastened  to  i^ut  herself  up 
in  her  apartmeatt. 

The  Druid  was  unable  i»  follow  his  daughter;  he  was  ao 
enraged  and  eonfonnded  at  the  double  arowai  she  had  just 
made,  ^al  he  cocdd  not  tell  where  he  was.  All  tended  to 
persuade  him  ^at  the  cnrisOfitty  of  his  dan^iiter  had  been 
awakened  in  more  than  one  way.  In  order  to  satisfy  his 
doubts^  he  resc^i^  to  eoiisult  his  farourite,  Pimi^aheoD.  Now 
this  SMBO  Pondiean  was  a  little  gnome,  the  son  of  a  fairy, 
or  if  you  will,  of  a  sylph ;  for  the  Druid  was  the  greatest,  the 
most  ridlful,  in  short  the  masto:  of  aU  cabalists.  Aocordingly 
ho  went  straight  to  the  statue  of  Oleopa^'a,  and  touching  it 
witli  a  talisman  which  he  carried  about  hua  in  a  nsg,  it  opeB«d, 
and  Punehoim  his  favourite  came  out.  He  was  the  most 
charming  little  feUow  in  the  worid ;  his  dress  was  made  of 
panreis'  feathers  of  all  manner  of  colours,  he  weare  a  pcnnted 
hat  turned  up  with  a  large  diamond,  and  a  collar  of  rubies. 
Although  he  was  net  more  than  a  cMt  in.  height,  nerer  was 
i^pe  more  graeefdl  or  nobler  than  his  ;  and  his  face  was,  to 
say  the  least,  fuite  as  handsome  and  amiaUe  in  its  ezpressioii 
as  that  of  the  fair  Alie.  AH  i^se  attractions,  howeyer,  were 
exeelkd  by  the  kindness  of  his  heart!     He  was  alarmed  at 
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the  «ir  of  ieyerity  with  wlueh,  for  the  first  time  in  his  lUe,  tke 
Pmid  reeelTed  him.  He  eould  pretty  well  gueis,  ho>ir€Ter,  what 
was  ikt  cause  <^  it»  and  he  approached  him  with  trembling 
limbft  and  eyes  filled  with  tears.  ''Come/'  said  the  Druid, 
^  aad  render  an  account  of  thy  conduct.  Did  I  char|«e  thee 
with  the  guardianship  of  my  daughter  that  thou  mightest 
abaadon  her  to  caprices  which  hare  lost  and  dishonoured 
her?" 

Peer  little  Puncheon  was  so  moyed  at  this  reproadi,  that 
there  is  no  heart  but  would  hare  melted  at  the  spectacle  of  his 
excessiye  affliction.  He  threw  himself  prostrate  on  the  ground, 
and  embracing  with  his  little  hands  as  much  as  he  could  grasp 
of  his  master's  legs  abcHit  the  ankles,  he  remained  some  time 
moistening  them  with  his  tears  ere  he  could  speak.  Bising,  at 
last,  at  the  Druid's  command,  and  drawing  from  his  pocket  an 
embroidered  kerduef  which  his  mother  had  worked  f<»r  him,  he 
wiped  his  eyes,  and  spoke  as  follows  : 

'^  My  l(M*d  and  master,  I  will  make  a  true  and  sincere  con- 
fesikm  of  my  fauh  ;  my  repentance  of  which  is  as  deep  as  your 
kindness  deserres  ;  and  when  I  haye  confessed  all,  if  you  do 
not  find  me  worthy  of  pardon,  kill  me  at  once,  rather  than  let 
me  sufler  pangs  worse  than  a  thousand  deaths,  such  as  I  now 
endure,  at  these  marks  of  your  indignalion.  I  haye  not 
forgotten  aH  &at  I  owe  you.  You  haye  deliyered  me  from 
the  necessity  of  Hying  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth ;  you  haye 
endowed  me  with  an  agreeable  form ;  and  leaying  me  all  IktB 
knowfedga  which  is  possessed  by  creatures  of  my  kind,  you 
haye  joined  additional  acquirements  to  it  which  {dace  me  far 
aboye  my  leBows  ;  you  haye  fixed  my  abode  amidst  the  charming 
TeffiOaB  which  stretch  feur  away  beneath  the  statue  from  wkieh 
I  haye  just  issved.  But  my  soyereign  lord,  you  know  also, 
that  these  benefits  are  not  exempt  from  certain  mortifyii^ 
circumstances,  for  X  am  only  yisible  when  you  desire  it ;  the 
uae  of  f^peedi,  too,  is  denied  me  without  your  permission  ;  and 
in  the  magnificent  apartments  which  I  inhabit,  I  am  condemned 
to  watch  oy^r  a  treasore  which  I  am  not  permitted  to  behold  ; 
mereoyer,  I  can  neyer  leaye  the  statue  but  when  you  are  pleased 
to  unfirid  the  doors  of  my  dwelling, — a  charming  one  I  own, — 
but  which  I  cannot  endure  while  it  continues  to  be  my  prison. 
You  haye  commanded  me  in  my  hours  of  liberty,  to  fellow 
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eTorywhere  the  beautiful  Alie,  to  guard  her  from  all  dangers, 
and  to  protect  her  from  any  unforeseen  accident  that  might 
disturb  her  repose.  You  know  with  what  zeal  I  discharged 
this  duty  in  the  commencement,  and  how  punctually  I  obeyed 
a  command  which  has  cost  me  many  a  tear.  While  following 
the  course  of  the  small  stream  branching  from  the  cataracts  of 
the  Nile,  and  which,  after  winding  a  long  time  through  flowery 
meadows,  forms  the  fountain  of  Alie's  bower,  I  threw  into  it 
the  little  ivory  baU  you  gave  me.  It  was  to  increase  her 
charms,  although  this  appeared  impossible ;  but  I  soon  dis- 
eoyered  that  you  had  had  a  very  different  design. 

*'  As  soon  as  the  festival  of  the  misletoe  was  come,  which  is 
attended  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country, 
your  daughter  made  her  appearance  there  in  the  dress  of  a 
shepherdess  ;  no  sooner  did  she  show  herself,  than  all  the  most 
distinguished  shepherds  fell  in  love  with  her,  followed  her 
hither,  frequently  repeated  their  visits,  and  having  deelared 
their  passion  to  her,  and  experienced  her  rigour  by  a  thousand 
tokens  of  contempt  and  aversion,  bade  her  farewell  in  songs  of 
the  most  touching  tenderness,  took  to  their  beds  and  died. 

**  Shortly  after,  a  magnificent  tournament  was  held  at  the 
Barri^res  de  St.  Denis,  at  which  the  flower  of  our  good  King 
Pepin's  knights  were  to  maintain  at  the  point  of  their  lances, 
that  the  Princess  Hermenegesilda,  his  niece,  was  the  loveliest 
princess  in  the  universe.  You  sent  thither  the  divine  Alio, 
accompanied  by  four  sylphs,  who  had  assisted  at  her  toilet, 
and  waited  on  her  in  the  capacity  of  maids  of  honour.  When 
the  king  beheld  Alio,  he  was  dazzled  with  her  beauty,  while 
the  princess,  his  niece,  who  was  seated  at  the  foot  of  his  throne,, 
blushed  scarlet  with  shame  and  mortification.  It  was  not 
without  sufficient  cause  that  she  did  so,  for  only  a  small 
number  of  the  older  courtiers  ranged  themselves  on  the  side 
of  her  beauty ;  all  the  heroes  declared  for  Alio ;  the  Baron 
d'Argenteuil,  the  Yidame  de  Gonesse,  the  Chatelain  de  Yau- 
girard,  and  the  Seneschal  de  Poissy,  entered  the  lists  in  favour 
of  Alio,  and  having  carried  the  day,  accompanied  her  hither* 
You  treated  them  as  magnificently  as  your  daughter  treated 
them  scurvily.  As  for  me,  inclining  to  them  as  I  did  on 
account  of  their  youth,  their  valour,  and  their  handsome  Looks, 
I  made  no  doubt  but  AUe  would  make  choice  of  one  among 
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them,  and  that  we  should  soon  see  one  of  these  nohle  lords  the 
happj  possessor  of  all  her  charms.  But  I  was  mistaken.  While 
thus  drer  head  and  ears  in  love,  they  were  contending  against 
the  repulses  of  Alio,  and  wasting  away  with  vain  longing, 
the  king  caused  a  proclamation  to  he  published  by  sound  of 
trumpet,  summoning  them  to  appear  before  him,  and  answer 
for  the  insult  they  had  done  to  the  first  princess  of  the  blood  ; 
and  as  they  were  not  forthcoming,  he  had  sentenced  them  all  to 
be  hanged  ;  but  the  cruel  Alio  spared  them  so  ignominious  an 
end,  by  causing  them  to  die  of  despair.  I  wept  with  grief 
at  their  fate,  especially  at  that  of  the  Vicomte  de  Gonesse,  a 
gentleman  of  great  prolhise,  and  who  seemed  to  inspire  you 
with  some  degree  of  pity.  I  repented  then,  that  I  had 
thrown  the  ivory  ball  into  the  fountain  of  the  bower,  not 
doubting  but  it  was  that  which  caused  the  pitiless  hatred  of 
Alio  against  all  her  lovers.  Nevertheless,  I  perceived  that 
you  were  not  satisfied  with  its  effects,  notwithstanding  all 
the  tragical  deaths  it  had  caused,  and  that  you  had  some 
particular  victim  in  your  eye  who  was  not  forthcoming.  Of 
this  I  became  certain  when  you  commanded  me  to  take  the 
form  of  a  roebuck,  and  to  wander  in  the  forest  surrounding  the 
magnificent  palace  of  Noisy.  I  obeyed  you  with  reluctance, 
fearing  that  it  was  to  lure  some  unfortunate  wretch  into  the 
snares  of  Alie*s  beauty.  As  soon  as  I  had  reached  the  middle 
of  the  forest,  I  heard  a  loud  clamour  of  dogs  and  hunting-horns  ; 
it  was  a  wolf  hunt.  He  seemed  a  large  and  dauntless  one  ; 
for  although  he  was  hard  pressed,  as  soon  as  he  saw  me^  he 
ma^e  a  dart  at  me  on  his  way,  but  I  leapt  up  in  the  air,  and 
he  passed  beneath  me.  As  soon  as  the  leaders  of  the  pack 
caught  sight  of  me,  they  quitted  the  scent  of  the  wolf  to  follow 
mine.  I  had  changed  myself  into  a  very  pretty  roebuck,  and 
was  as  swift  as  the  wind ;  I  allowed  the  dogs  to  come  near  me 
as  I  had  done  with  the  wolf,  and  when  they  thought  they  had 
me,  in  three  leaps  I  was  out  of  sight.  They  followed  me  with 
the  most  clamorous  cries ;  I  waited  for  Uiem  again ;  their 
master  was  close  at  their  heels,  and  when  he  saw  me  halt, 
called  them  off.  I  allowed  him  to  approach  me,  as  he  seemed 
to  intend  me  no  harm ;  and  I  merely  walked  slowly  on,  as 
though  to  lead  him  away  from  hb  troop  of  followers ;  he 
seemed  to  guess  my  intentions,  for  he  dismissed  his  hunting 
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smte  at  once.  When  I  saw  that  he  was  alone,  I  laid  mjB^ 
down  on  the  grass,  and  he  began  to  contemplate  me  with  great 
attention,  and,  as  I  thought,  with  a  kind  of  pleasmie ;  for  mj 
pari  I  was  so  charmed  with  his  good  looks,  his  well-proportioned 
figore  and  graeefol  carriage,  that  I  oould  have  ^ent  mj 
i^ole  life  in  admiring  him. 

**  When  he  had  gaced  on  me  for  some  time,  he  exclaimed: 
*  What  a  beantifTil  little  animal  ?  What  would  I  giye  to  have 
it  in  my  menagerie !  Poor  little  roebuck,'  he  continued, 
'  th^e  you  might  rest  in  peace,  secure  ^m  all  the  dangers 
that  threaten  you  in  the  forest.  Were  I  not  afraid  to  scare 
you,  I  would  alight  from  my  horse  to ' 

"  Ere  he  had  finished  speaking,  we  heard  the  cry  of  another 
pack  of  hounds.     As  they  came  gradually  nearer  and  nearer, 
they  seemed  to  be  cheered  on  by  some  bull,  which  was  not  yeiy 
far  from  the  truth,  for  it  was  the  giant  Moulineau,  who, 
moimted  on  his  huge  horse,  was  making  the  earth  tremble 
beneath  him,  and  shaking  the  air  with  his  loud  bellowings.   He 
no  sooner  caught  sight  of  me  than  he  set  all  his  horrid  dogs  upon 
me,  and  even  launched  a  jarelin  at  me,  which  nearly  rent  a 
tree  close  behind  me  in  two.     T^e  handsome  huntsman  was 
indignant  at  this  act,  and  reproached  the  giant   with  his 
barbarity,  at  which  the  cruel  monster  was  so  transported  with 
rage  that,  glancing  at  him  with  an  infuriated  eye,  he  launched 
another  jarelin  at  him  as  long  as  a  lance,  but  which  passed 
oyer  his  head,  for  the  giant  was  fortunately  as  awkward  as  he 
was  brutal  and  powerful.     The  handsome  huntsman  drew  his 
sword  on  the  instant,  and  darting  towards  him  while  yet  his  head 
was  bent  over  his  horse  by  the  effort  of  throwing,  dealt  him  so 
furious  a  back-handed  blow  on  the  top  of  his  head,  lliat  it 
sounded  as  though  it  had  fallen  on  an  anvil.     It  stretched  him 
senseless  on  the  ground,  although  he  was  not  wounded,  and  put 
an  end  to  a  combat  which  had  made  me  tremble  for  my  generous 
defender. 

**  Friendship  and  gratitude  prevailing  over  me,  I  could  not 
persuade  myself  to  betray  him  to  certain  death  by  leading  him 
to  the  fountain  of  the  bower.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  he  was 
following  me,  I  began  to  run,  but  in  an  opposite  direction  to 
the  fat^  fountain.  Nevertheless,  when  I  had  had  a  good  run, 
I  suddenly  perceived  that  we  were  already  beneath  the  first  of 
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tbe  large  trees,  whose  thick  IbHege  shelter  it  from  the  heams 
of  the  son.  The  loyely  AKe  was  then  bathing  ;  all  at  once  it 
occurred  to  mj  mind  how  many  loyers  had  perished  for  only 
beholding  her  Tisage,  and  persoaded  that  my  dear  defender  had 
hot  a  few  moments  more  to  live,  I  began  to  shed  tears. 

^  When  your  daughter  becsme  aware  of  the  presence  of  a  man 
so  Bear  the  fiwDtain,  die  gave  a  loud  scream.  The  sylphs  who 
hmd  been  assisting  her  to  midress,  took  light,  and  buried 
themsehres  in  the  wood.  For  my  part,  I  was  in  despair  at  the 
sad  resait  of  my  adyentnre,  and  eoncealed  myself'  behind 
a  hvaAi,  that  I  might  witness  the  tragical  end  to  which  I  had 
brooglit  the  most  kind-hearted  of  men.  I  was  not  long,  howeTor, 
in  ^t  ornel  suspense.  After  gazing  for  some  time  upon  Alie, 
I  saw  him  draw  near  the  fountain.  Aliens  eyes  had  been 
eoptinnally  fixed  on  his  fiom  the  first  moment  of  her  surprise  ; 
but  it  was  no  longer  with  one  of  those  glances  <^  mingled  scorn 
and  srersion  with  which  she  had  slain  all  her  ionner  lovers. 
Meanwhile  it  was  evident  that  the  handsome  huntsman  was  no 
lesB  captivated  by  her  appearanoe,  and  I  was  overwhelmed  with 
joy  when  I  observed  that  he  was  none  the  worse  f<N*  it.  It  was 
tme  I  had  had  an  example  oi  this  in  ^  case  of  the  giant 
Moolmean,  who  was  certainly  as  deef4y  smitten  as  such  a  brute 
eonld  be ;  bnt  I  always  suspected  that  he  had  not  brains  enough 
to  die  for  love.  At  last  the  handsome  hunteman  respectfully 
addressed  Alie,  and  said  several  things  which,  for  a  first 
intenrieWy  were  very  loving  indeed.  The  answers  she  made  him 
were  by  no  means  barbarous  or  cruel ;  and  never  was  I  more 
pleased  than  to  see  two  such  charming  parsons  so  sooa  stnke 
up  an  acqraiintanoe. 

**  If  yon  be  not  the  queen  of  the  Gods,  or  ih»  mother  of 
Onpid,"  said  he,  ''  tell  me,  I  pray,  what  m(»rtal  creature  is  it 
who  shares  thdr  lustre  and  ih^  majesty,  and  I  will  adore  no 
other  being  upon  earth." 

*'  And  you,"  replied  Alie,  "  if  you  be  not  that  very  Cupid 
wiveipeBi  you  speak,  who  then  can  you  be  ?  But  be  you  who- 
soever yon  may,  not  only  do  I  receive  your  homage,  but  I 
promise  you  that  I  wiU  reeeive  no  ether  ;  so  you  be  not  the 
Prince  of  Nmsy." 

**  Wretch  !  "  cried  the  Druid»  interrupting  Puncheon, 
**  what  name  hast  thoa  sounded  in  my  ears  ?     The  Prince  of 
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Noisy,  that  man  whom  I  detest  no  less  than  the  Ram !     But 
proceed,  and  let  me  hear  the  rest  of  this  fatal  conversation.** 

"It  was  continued,"  said  the  faithful  Puncheon,  **hj  the 
handsome  huntsman  acknowledging  himself  to  he  no  other 
than  this  Prince  of  Noisy.  This  announcement  threw  Alie 
into  a  state  of  emharrassment,  and  for  a  few  moments  she  was 
lost  in  reflection  ;  at  the  end  of  which,  however,  she  was  in 
the  same  mind  as  hefore.  And  how  could  it  he  otherwise, 
when  the  Prince  of  Noisy  solemnly  swore  that  he  adored,  and 
that  he  could  not  live  without  seeing  her !  She  told  him  to 
come  on  the  third  night  from  that  day,  to  the  margin  of  the 
same  fountain,  to  pluck  one  of  those  yellow  flowers  whidh  he 
saw  there,  and  following  the  course  of  the  streamlet,  to  proceed 
to  the  waters  of  the  Nile,  where  she  should  expect  him  ;  after 
which  she  hade  him  retire.  He  oheyed,  solemnly  protesting 
that  he  would  worship  her  till  death.'* 

"  And  what  didst  thou  ?  "  said  the  Druid,  "  the  while  thou 
heardst  all  this." 

"  I?  "  replied  Puncheon ;  "  I  congratulated  myself  that  I  had 
so  exactly  executed  your  designs,  and  had  hrought  to  your 
daughter  the  very  man  whom  you  seemed  to  wish  for.  No,  my 
good  master,  at  that  time  I  was  not  guilty  ;  it  was  afterwards 
that  I  offended,  and  I  will  tell  you  how.  After  casting  aside 
the  appearance  of  a  roehuck,  I  hastened  to  seek  you  out,  eager 
to  relate  all  that  had  occurred.  When  I  appeared  hefore 
you,  I  was  anticipated  hy  your  reproaches  of  my  negligence  in 
not  delivering  up  your  mortal  enemy  to  all  the  fury  of  your 
resentment,  hy  exposing  him  to  the  eyes  and  to  the  hatred  of 
Alio.  I  wanted  no  more  at  once  to  perceive,  that  if  you  knew 
how  matters  had  really  fared,  yon  would  have  killed  us  all  three ; 
and  it  was  in  this  fear  that  I  told  you  I  had  only  met  with  the 
giant  Moulineau,  who  had  attempted  to  kill  me.  I  promised 
to  do  hotter  another  time,  and  assured  you  I  would  never  rest 
until  I  had  hrought  you  the  ohject  of  all  your  hatred.  You 
will  rememher  with  what  eagerness  you  once  more  commanded 
me  to  do  so.  As  I  knew  fuU  well  that  he  would  come  without  my 
trouhling  myself  to  seek  him,  two  days  after  I  took  the  shape 
of  a  stag,  hut  instead  of  setting  out  to  lure  the  Prince  d 
Noisy,  whose  mind  was  hent  on  far  other  things  than  the  chase, 
I  presented  myself  hefore  the  giant,  who  h^L  taken  the  field 
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with  all  his  hunting  train.  I  seemed  to  him  the  largest  and 
finest  stag  of  the  forest,  and  he  at  once  hegan  a  furious  pursuit 
of  me.  I  determined  to  lead  him  a  chase  to  his  heart's  content. 
Mj  first  halt  was  at  Montmartre,  where  I  waited  for.  him  on 
the  top  of  the  hill,  and  when  he  had  reached  the  place  where  I 
was,  to  the  infinite  regret  of  his  great  elephant  of  a  horse»  he 
stopped  to  draw  hreath.  I  had  halted,  and  the  dogs  thought  I 
was  at  hay  ;  he  urged  them  to  attack  me,  and  I  killed  him  four 
of  them  in  a  moment.  I  then  darted  off  down  the  side  of  the 
hill,  he  hotly  pursuing  me.  I  leaped  over  a  quarry-pit,  half 
coTered  over  with  hramhles,  into  which  he  and  his  unwieldy 
heast  pitched  headlong,  and  narrowly  escaped  a  hroken  neck. 
He  was  extricated,  with  some  difficulty,  and  seeing  that  I  was 
only  running  at  a  trotting  pace  hefore  him,  he  made  up  his 
mind  to  have  his  revenge.  I  brought  him  back  to  Noisy,  where 
I  swam  the  river,  he  leaping  into  it  from  the  steepest  part  of 
the  hank,  which  I  had  on  purpose  selected ;  and  were  there 
such  a  thing  as  a  river  deep  enough  to  drown  him,  he  would 
infallibly  have  perished. 

**  At  last,  after  reducing  him  to  a  state  of  despair,  I  buried 
myself  in  the  depths  of  the  forest,  and  then  returned  to  tell  you 
that  I  had  been  hunted  by  a  young  man  of  surpassing  beauty ; 
but  that  whenever  I  had  attempted  to  lead  lum  towards  the 
fountain  of  the  cradle,  he  had  always  checked  himself,  and 
taken  another  road.  You  were  at  no  trouble  to  believe  this ; 
and  if  you  remember,  you  told  me  it  was  useless  to  think  more 
of  it,  and  that  you  could*  see  he  was  protected  by  Merlin,  the 
enchanter.  That  day  you  did  not  shut  me  up,  because  you 
wished  me  to  watch  over  the  gardens  and  the  castle  during 
the  night,  as  you  had  some  other  duty  for  the  usual  watch  to 
perform. 

"  I  was  delighted  to  have  this  task  allotted  me,  for  I  had  a 
great  curiosity  to  witness  an  interview  which  would  naturally 
be  of  a  most  tender  and  agreeable  nature.  As  soon  as  the 
night  was  fairly  set  in,  the  fair  Alie  crossed  the  parterre  and 
found  the  prince  where  she  had  expected  she  would  yet  have 
sometime  to  wait  for  him,  and  brought  him  back  into  the 
garden.  I  followed  them  step  by  step  wherever  they  walked, 
and  my  invisibleness  removing  the  constraint  which  my  presence 
would  have  occasioned,  I  heard  the  Prince  of  Noisy  give 
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ntleraiioe  io  all  thst  t^  most  tender  and  the  most  reBpeetfbl  lore 
iai^ires  under  each  circumBtanceB,  and  wfaieh  was  answered 
by  all  that  innocence  allows  a  heart  mowed  with  extreme 
tenderness  to  express.  After  spending  the  first  moments  in 
mntaal  expressions  of  affection,  Alio  sighed.  The  prince  was 
troubled  tA  this  sigh,  and  asked  her  what  had  caused  it.  Alie 
told  him  that  she  feared  she  should  not  be  able  to  overcome 
all  the  dtfKculties  and  obstacles  which  must  infallibly  cross  him 
in  his  designs.  She  spoke  to  him  of  the  giant's  persecution 
and  his  threats ;  adding  that  she  made  no  account  of  them 
however,  and  that  he  was  a  monster  for  whom  she  <mly  felt 
disgust  and  contempt,  without  doing  him  the  honour  of  hating 
him.  She  told  him,  moreov^,  that  although  you  lo^ed  her 
more  dearly  than  your  life,  you  would  never  cimsent  to  her 
marriage,  because  you  had  discovered  by  her  horoscope,  ^mt 
it  would  be  fatal  to  her  so  long  as  the  Prince  of  N(Hsy  was 
among  liying  men ;  that  it  was  for  that  reason  that  yen  had 
armed  her  heart  with  a  hatred  which  had  proved  fatal  to  i^ 
who  had  loved  her,  as  an  example  to  others,  and  to  rid  you 
from  the  importunity  of  suitors  ;  that  he'  was  th^efore  the  sole 
object  of  your  fears  and  of  your  per9eeuti(»i,  and  that  she  knew 
you  would  use  every  means  to  destroy  him. 

**  As  she  uttered  these  last  words,  the  fair  eyes  of  Ahe 
became  suffused  with  tears ;  the  Prince  of  Noisy  threw  hknseir 
at  her  feet  and  told  her  he  was  not  worthy  the  smallest  of 
those  drops ;  and  that  he  wtmld  esteem  it  a  greater  happiness 
to  die  adoring  her  than  to  live  for  another.  These  tender 
speeches  only  added  to  her  tears  and  affliction.  At  last  they 
parted,  after  taking  heaven  to  witness  that  they  would  never 
cease  loving  each  other.  Although  they  have  frequendy  met 
since,  I  swear  upon  your  sacred  head  that  every  interview  past 
as  innocently  as  though  yourself  had  been  pres^U.  For  my  part, 
knowmg  that  nothing  is  concealed  from  yeu  when  yo«i  choose 
to  learn  it,  I  thought  you  were  informed  of  afi  that  had  tak^i 
place,  believing  that  you  allowed  it  for  some  eecfet  retaca  <^ 
your  own. 

**  In  fine,  the  last  day  they  saw  each  other,  Alie  appeared  a 
t&oasand  times  more  beaittifnl  than  usual,  ^nm  the  joy  (hat 
was  in  her  heart.  It  was  amidst  the  transports  of  this  joy 
that  she  informed  the  Prinee  of  Noisy  she  had  fosnd  ti^at 
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which  would  secure  their  haf^iness,  but  that  whatever  danger 
oii«  or  the  other  incurred  by  it,  he  must  follow  her  into  the 
castle  in  order  to  learn  what  he  had  to  do.  She  entered  first, 
bidding  him  not  follow  her  until  half  an  hour  had  elapsed; 
but  the  impatience  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy  so  shortened  this 
half  hour  that  at  the  end  of  a  few  minutes  he  ran  with 
eagerness  to  the  door  which  seemed  to  be  standing  open* 
Neyertheless  he  could  never  sueceed  in  entering,  for  now  it 
would  rise  above  him,  then  sink  down  below  him ;  at  one  time 
it  shifted  to  the  right,  at  another  to  the  left,  and  so  went  on 
eluding  all  his  attempts  till  another  half  hour  was  spent  in 
additioii  to  that  already  enjoined  him.'  Aiie,  impatient  at  his 
delay^  appeared  at  the  window,  and  seeing  the  prince^  asked 
him  in  a  fretful  tone  why  he  had  not  followed  her.  When 
she  was  apprised  of  the  obstacle  which  opposed  his  entrance^ 
she  came  down  to  assist  him,  but  the  same  thing  befel  her 
from  within,  as  he  had  encountered  from  without.  She 
returned  to  ^e  window,  and  alter  teUing  him  that  he  had  been 
too  hasty,  she  bade  ham  stand  exactly  beneath  the  window 
until  she  should  come  back.  A  moment  after  she  returned 
wi^  a  book,  and  told  the  prince  hurriedly  not  to  open  it  in 
any  other  place  than  where  the  leaf  was  folded  down.  She  then 
gently  dropt  it,  while  he  stretched  his  hand  up  to  receive  it,  but 
a  gust  of  wind  suddenly  rising  blew  it  on  one  side  and  caused 
it  to  fill  on  the  head  of  one  ckT  the  silver  dogs.  As  soon  as  it 
had  touched  it,  a  long  howling  sound  was  heard,  and  the  earth 
trembled  ;  the  prince  lost  no  time  in  picking  up  the  book  and 
making  his  escape;  but  from  that  day  to  this  he  has  never 
been  seen  either  by  myself  or  Alio.  She  had  nigh  gone 
distraeted  at  it,  and  you  yourself  would  have  been  moved  with 
pity,  as  I  have  been  so  often,  to  see  her  walking  alone  through 
all  ^e  places  where  they  had  been  together,  and,  after  calling 
upon  them  a  hundred  times  to  restore  him  to  her,  accuse  him 
of  pearfidy»  inconstancy,  and  treachery^  or  fall  to  weeping  his 
death  in  so  piteous  a  manner  that  it  would  have  made  any 
body*s  heart  bleed  to  hear  her.  It  was  at  about  this  time  that 
you  conceived  so  bitter  a  hatred  for  the  giant's  ram,  of  which 
you  heard  such  extraordinary  stories,  and  whose  ministry  has 
occasioned  you  so  much  trouble,  and  is  the  cause  of  your  present 
state  of  esQftbarrassment." 
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«<  I  bare  already  told  you/'  continued  little  Puncheon,  ''that 
whatever  shape  I  assumed,  and  whatever  industry  I  employed, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  penetrate  into  the  abode  of  the 
giant  to  execute  your  orders,  nor  to  learn  who  or  what  this 
singular  ram  can  be.  A  secret  power  rendered  me  motionless 
as  soon  as  I  was  witiiin  a  certain  distance,  and  only  permitted 
me  to  retrace  my  steps.  This,  my  beloved  master  and 
sovereign,  is  a  sincere  and  full  confession  of  the  offences  I 
have  committed  against  you,  and  I  submit  myself  to  all  the 
punbhment  you  may  be  pleased  to  inflict  on  me  for  their 
expiation,  provided  I  am  not  banished  from  the  favour  of  your 
countenance.  As  I  have  offended  you,  however,  by  concealing 
those  things  of  which  I  ought  to  have  apprised  you,  I  will 
inform  you  of  something  which  may  perhaps  prove  of  some 
use.  Know  then  that  the  Prince  of  Noisy  must  be  somewhere 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  for  alUiough  he  has  not  been  seen,  he 
has  this  very  day  spoken  to  Alie :  even  had  I  not  recognised 
him  by  his  voice,  what  he  said  to  her  places  the  fact  beyond 
all  doubt,  and  this  I  imagine  it  is  which  has  thrown  her  into 
the  state  in  which  you  found  her.'' 

Poor  little  Puncheon  having  finished  his  recital,  remained 
silent,  and  threw  himself  once  more  flat  upon  the  ground  to 
beg  pardon  for  his  offence.  The  Druid,  who  loved  him,  after 
severely  reprimanding  him,  though  in  a  very  gentie  tone,  granted 
him  a  free  pardon.  He  then  told  him  that  it  was  evident  he 
had  more  than  one  enemy  to  fear,  that  he  was  but  too  well 
assured  there  was  a  design  upon  his  subterraneous  treasure, 
and  shutting  him  up  again  in  the  statue,  bade  him  watch  over 
it  with  more  care  and  more  zealously  than  ever. 

While  these  things  are  going  on  within  the  castie,  we  must 
throw  a  glance  upon  the  doings  of  the  besiegers  without.  We 
have  made  noise  enough  in  verse  on  the  subject  of  their  attack, 
and  the  fears  of  Alie  when  she  witnessed  the  assault ;  but 
you  will  be  pleased  not  to  lay  much  stress  on  all  this,  it 
is  the  mere  license  of  poetry.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt 
but  that  the  enamoured  Moulineau,  whose  chief  occupation 
was  smokmg  badgers  and  foxes  in  their  holes,  had  lit  up 
a  bundle  or  so  of  straw  at  the  foot  of  the  wall  from  which  his 
mistress  had  insulted  him,  in  the  hope  of  revenging  himself 
by  stifling  her:    but  it  is   still  more  certain  that   he   had 
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turned  tail  the  moment  he  saw  the  sudden  kind  of  inundation 
with  which  the  Bruid  had  deluged  the  castle.  It  is  also 
a  fact,  however,  that  he  had  taken  courage  again  at  seeing 
the  hridge  which  his  ram  had  thrown  over  this  little  torrent, 
and  if  I  be  not  mistaken,  on  this  bridge  did  we  leave  them 
both,  the  while  the  giant  was  giving  vent  to  a  multitude  of 
threats.  He  made  up  his  mind  the  place  was  theirs  when  he 
Baw  the  Druid  deserting  his  post  to  betake  himself  to  his  library. 
But  his  ram  held  him  back  upon  the  bridge  at  the  moment  he 
was  calling  out  for  ladders  to  scale  the  walls.  He  told  him  that 
the  Druid  had  not  retired  from  fear  ;  that  this  retreat  was  the 
mask  of  some  cunning  device ;  that  even  should  he  get  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  place  he  would  not  be  one  jot  advanced ;  that 
it  was  full  of  armed  statues,  which  he  could  animate  at  his 
pleasure,  and  that  there  were  especially  two  silver  dogs  at  his 
door,  the  least  of  which  could  strangle  an  entire  army  if  once 
it  were  let  loose  on  them  ;  it  was  his  advice  therefore  that 
ihey  should  withdraw,  seeing  moreover  that  night  was  fast 
approaching,  and  when  they  reached  their  own  quarters  they 
should  hold  a  council  as  to  what  was  to  be  done. 

The  giant,  who  easily  allowed  himself  to  be  governed  when 
there  was  danger  in  sight,  betook  himself  with  all  possible 
expedition  to  his  abode.  They  had  supper  before  holding  their 
council,  and  after  supper  Moulineau  would  hear  of /UO  business, 
for  he  had  eaten  enough  for  three  wolves,  and  drunk  enough 
for  three  sturdy  sots.  Accordingly  he  threw  himself  into  a 
large  easy  chair,  and  thus  addressed  the  ram  : 

**  By  tie  way,  how  is  it  that  you,  who  are  only  a  senseless 
animal,  can  speak  as  well  as  I,  and  better  ?" 

"I  will  tell  you  with  pleasure,**  replied  the  ram.  "You 
know  that  the  souls  of  all  men  pass  after  death  into  the  body 
of  some  animal,  and  then,  some  time  after,  into  the  body  of 
another  man  ?*' 

•*  Of  a  truth,"  said  the  giant,  "never  did  such  a  notion 
enter  my  head.  For  instance,  now,  what  animal  could  I  have 
been?" 

"Tou,"  said  the  ram,  "you  were  an  ant." 

He  had  no  sooner  uttered  the  word  than  the  giant,  who 
could  abide  nothing  worse  than  being  likened  to  anything 
small,  and  who  more  than  once  had  like  to  have  revolted 
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kcm  the  ehanm  of  the  diviBe  AUe,  beeaiiBe  she  was  only 
taller  by  a  foot  than  mj  ladies,  your  elder  sisters,  rose, 
and  laying  his  hand  en  the  hiU  of  his  horrible  scimitar, 
ex^aimed :  ^  MiseraUe  lambkin,  I  know  not  what  withholds 
me  from  sending  your  kead,  with  its  two  cursed  horns,  flying 
ten  leagues  from  me«"  The  ram,  who  was  not  a  whit  afinuid 
of  him,  nevertheless  pretended  to  be  seized  with  fear,  knelt 
down  before  him,  and  kissed  the  earth  three  times  in  token  of 
hnrailiation  ;  and  seeia^  ike  giant  was  somewhat  pacified  by 
this  action,  he  rose  again  and  continued  thus : 

*'  If  your  highness  coold  only  read,  yon  would  soon  see  that 
I  haye  said  nothing  but  what  was  strictly  true.  And  if  fate 
at  one  time  so  far  wronged  you  as  to  endose  so  magnanknous 
a  sold  and  so  vast  a  mind  in  the  body  of  a  creature  so 
diminu^e,  donbtless  it  will  repair  the  injury  by  making  you, 
as  soon  as  you  are  dead,  a  dromedary,  then  an  el^ant,  and, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  a  whale.'* 

The  giant,  charmed  with  the  Imlliant  proq^ect  vnfdded  to 
him,  held  out  his  hand  for  his  confidant  to  kiss,  threw  himself 
back  into  his  easy  chair,  and,  to  driye  away  the  unpleasant 
considerations  suggested  by  m^empsychosis,  commanded  him 
to  dirert  his  mind  with  soEme  agreeable  tale.  After  musing 
for  some  time,  tiM  ram  began  thus  : 

**  From  the  time  the  white  £oix  had  received  his  wounds,  the 
queen  nerer  failed  to  pay  him  a  visit  every  day." 

"  My  woolly  friend,"  sakl  the  giant,  interrupting  him,  ''not 
a  word  of  all  this  do  I  compr^iend.  If  you  woald  have  the 
kindness  to  begin  by  the  beginning  I  should  feel  obliged  to 
you,  for  I  have  always  found  that  stones  which  begin  thus  in 
the  middle,  have  no  other  effect  than  that  of  throwing  the 
mind  into  a  state  of  hopelesa  confosion." 

^  Well,"  said  the  rant,  ''  I  oonaenf^  though  it  be  against 
custom,  to  put  everything  in  chronological  order ;  the  be^^uoing 
of  is^  story,  therefore,  dball  be  pkteed  foremost." 

STORY  OlP  PERTHARITES  AND  FERANDINA. 

There  was  once  a  king  of  Lombardy  who  was  the  ugliest 
man  in  his  kingdom,  and  his  wife  the  most  beautifiil  woman 
in  the  universe  ;  but  to  make  up  the  bi^ance  he  was  the  beat 
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of  all  hnsbands  and  i^e  the  moot  enrat  of  shrews.  Kot  only 
did  she  never  alloiw^  him  to  approach  her,  but  she  would  not 
suffer  kim  eyea  to  look  aft  her;  notwithstanding  whidi  she 
would  newr  eease  rating  him  because  thej  had  no  childreo. 
He  had  a  son  and  a  daughter  by  a  lomMHr  marriage,  who  weUd 
adored  throughout  the  kingdom,  no  less  than  they  were  hated 
and  tyranniaed  oveac  by  theur  crud  step-mother.  Allikoagh  her 
heart  was  proof  against  all  tender  emotion,  she  was  so  jeakws 
of  her  beauty,  that  if  she  heard  by  chance  of  any  young  person 
possessed  of  chArms,  and  who  had  dared  appear  in  public  and 
be  admired,  she  immec^atdiy  caused  her  to  be  carried  off ;  and 
indeed  it  was  quite  a  sig^t  to  see  her  maids  of  honour,  so 
insurpasaable  was  their  ughnees.  The  king,  on  the  contrary, 
certainly  the  most  iU-fftToured  man  nature  ever  farmed,  took  a 
pleasure  in  seeing  none  but  the  handsomest  and  best  made  men 
about  him ;  but  he  had  all  the  pains  in  the  world  to  keep  them 
by  him,  so  provoked  were  ^ey  at  the  repolsire  creatures 
cemfofiing  the  queen's  retinue. 

In  spite  of  every  mai^  of  contempt  and  hatred  daily  heaped 
upon  him  by  her,  the  king  was  so  fondly  in  love  with  her  that 
he  allowed  her  to  do  whatever  she  chose.  She  was  mistress 
absolute  of  his  kingdom  and  of  his  subjects  ;  and  this  unjust 
power  was  even  extended  over  his  children.  The  poor  princess 
had  to  suffer  crudly  fcHr  the  misf(»tune  of  being  as  beautiful  aa 
her  jeakms  step-mother :  she  was  confined  to  an  attic  at  the 
top  of  the  palace,  where  no  one  dared  pay  their  court  to  her. 
The  queen  had  given  her  a  fury  for  a  governess ;  she  was  an 
old  humpbacked  hag,  who,  after  scd^g  her  all  day,  would 
wake  her  up  at  night  to  load  her  with  fresh  abuse.  Har 
whole  study  was  to  spoil  her  figure  by  making  her  wear  dothes 
made  ex{»«ssly  for  that  purpose,  anid  to  dull  her  colnplexicm 
by  every  kind  <^  villanous  larieks*  No  gentler  creature  ever 
breathed  ^n  was  this  adorable  princess,  tears  being  her  sole 
resource  amidst  all  these  sufferings.  The  prince  was  almort 
as  iU  treated  by  the  officers  appointed  to  serve  him,  who  were 
all  ehwen  by  Ihe  queen  and  entirely  devoted  to  her  :  but  he 
was  far  from  being  as  pattoit  as  his  sister,  as  yoft  wiU  soon 


The  King  of  Lombardy  had  a  cousia-german  after  the 
faahidi  nS  Brittany,  who  was  Archduke  ef  Plaoewa.    This 
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prince  had  gone  mad  from  sleeping  one  night  in  a  casUe  in  the 
middle  of  a  foreBt,  in  which  he  had  lost  his  waj  while  hunting. 
The  castle  was  haimted  hy  spirits,  and  he  was  said  to  haye 
seen  some  so  extraordinarj,  that  fright  had  scared  his  wits, 
and  all  the  physicians  m  the  world  had  failed  to  effect 
his  cure. 

He  had  a  son  and  daughter  whom  he  loved  passionately, 
and  not  without  reason,  for  two  more  perfect  creatures  never 
existed.  The  prince  was  called  Pertharites,  and  the  princess 
Ferandina ;  they  were  hoth  inconsolable  at  the  condildon  to 
which  they  beheld  the  best  of  fathers  reduced.  They  sent  to 
consult  a  famous  enchantress,  who  was  held  to  be  one  of  the 
sybils  ;  she  lived  near  the  lake  of  Avemo,  and  she  was  called 
the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  because  the  cavern  which  she  inhabited 
was  lined  with  sheaths  ;  and  every  one  who  came  to  consult  her 
was  obliged  to  bring  her  a  knife,  which  she  thrust  into  one  of 
these  sheaths  before  she  gave  her  answer.  All  that  she  said 
in  reply  to  those  who  had  come  to  consult  her  on  the  malady  of 
the  prince  was,  that  his  children  had  nothing  to  do  but  seek 
their  father's  wits  in  the  same  place  where  he  had  lost  them. 
The  ministers  and  the  whole  council  opposed  this  measure,  and 
said  it  was  quite  enough  that  their  prince  should  be  mad 
without  the  rest  of  the  family  running  the  risk  of  following 
his  example  ;  but  all  they  could  say  was  of  no  avail.  Pertharites 
was  obstinate  in  his  resolution  of  going  thither  alone,  as  the 
representative  of  both  ;  but  to  this  his  sister  would  not  consent, 
and  after  many  vain  efforts  to  detain  them,  the  handsome 
Pertharites  and  the  charming  Ferandina  set  out  for  the  haunted 
castle.  The  whole  court  accompanied  them  to  the  spot,  but 
they  entered  the  castle  alone  ;  and  though  a  fortnight  elapsed 
in  expectation  of  their  return,  they  never  made  their  appearance. 
The  despair  which  followed  this  deplorable  event  was  universal 
throughout  the  dominions  of  Placenza.  At  first  it  was 
suggested  that  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  should  be  burned  alive. 
The  attempt  would  have  proved  a  vain  one,  for  in  those  days 
witches  did  not  allow  themselves  to  be  roasted  as  they  do  now. 
The  president  of  the  council,  a  prudent  and  well-advised  man, 
recommended  instead  of  this  that  all  the  most  disiingubhed 
persons  of  the  country  should  each  visit  her,  and  presenting 
her  with  a  knife  set  in  precious  stones,  implore  her  assistance. 
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The  magnificence  of  the  presents  seemed  to  throw  her  into 
a  favonrable  mood ;  the  knives  were  all  thrust  into  their 
respective  sheaths — for  there  would  still  hare  been  empty  ones 
to  receive  them,  though  all  the  knives  in  the  universe  had  been 
brought  her. 

*' Friend  ram/'  said  the  giant,  *'  what  was  the  good  of  all 
these  knives  and  sheaths  to  the  people  of  Lombardy  you  were 
mentioning  just  now  ?  " 

"  If  your  giantship  will  have  a  moment *s  patience/'  replied 
the  ram,  *'you  shall  be  enlightened." 

The  sorceress,  after  putting  away  her  presents,  opened  an 
old  cupboard,  out  of  which  she  drew  a  comb  and  a  collar ;  the 
comb  was  in  a  case,  and  the  collar,  made  of  polished  steel,  wa» 
fastened  by  a  little  golden  padlock.  "  Here,"  said  she,  "  carry 
these  two  things  to  every  court  in  the  world,  until  you  have 
found  a  lady  beautiful  enough  to  open  this  collar,  and  a  man 
sufficiently  perfect  to  take  this  comb  ^m  its  case.  When  you 
have  found  these^  you  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  return 'home. 
This  is  all  I  can  do  to  assist  your  masters." 

The  officers  of  the  crown  had  travelled  through  every 
part  of  Italy,  without  finding  in  any  of  the  courts  or  pro- 
vinces of  that  kingdom  the  persons  whom  they  sought,  when 
at  last  they  sent  to  announce  their  arrival  and  the  subject  of 
their  visit  to  the  King  of  Lombardy,  who  held  his  court  at 
Mirandola,  the  capital  of  his  dominions.  He  was  already 
informed  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  Duke  of  Placenza,  and  of 
the  loss  of  Pertharites  and  Ferandina.  He  made  no  doubt 
but  his  wife  was  beautiful  enough  to  unfasten  the  collar,  and 
that  among  the  youth  who  flourished  at  his  court,  one  would  be 
found  of  sufficient  merit  to  take  the  comb  out  of  its  case ;  but 
he  could  not  see,  for  the  life  of  him,  how  that  should  help  the 
calamities  of  his  relation.  He  ordered  every  preparation  to  be 
made  for  the  reception  of  the  ambassadors  who  were  to  arrive 
in  a  few  days.  The  queen  thought  of  nothing  but  bathing, 
dressing  her  hair,  and  using  cosmetics ;  for  women,  whose  sole 
concern  is  their  personal  appearance,  think  they  never  can  do 
too  much  to  heighten  it.  The  confidence  she  had  in  her  own 
charms  did  not  prevent  her  feeling  considerable  anxiety  as  to 
the  effect  which  those  of  the  princess  might  produce,  although 
every  means  had  been  used  to  spoil  them.    The  governess,  the 
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sealouB  minister  of  aU  tlie  «vU  defligns  ftf  the  qneea,  tan  afl 
oftf  the  town  to  find  some  honest  phyncistt  who  would  UDder- 
take  to  giye  hw  the  BmaU-pox.  Not  finding  what  she  sought, 
she  was  tempted  to  poke  out  one  of  her  ejes,  and  to  swear  it 
was  done  by  accident. 

The  prinee,  her  brother,  having  reaolTed  to  go  forth  to  meet 
the  ambasBadors  at  some  distanoe  £rom  the  city,  summoned  aH 
the  young  noblemen  of  the  court  to  his  apartments  that  ihey 
might  accompany  him.  He  was  adored  by  them,  but  they 
scarce  dared  pay  their  coiprt  to  him  lest  the  qoeen,  whose 
power  was  in  pr(^rtion  to  her  charms  and  the  weakness  of 
the  king,  shoidd  be  offended.  The  prince,  whose  mind  was 
snfficiendy  formed  to  be  capable  of  acting  with  poUey,  dissi- 
mnlated  his  resentment  ont  of  rei^et  for  hb  fubher^  to  whom 
he  was  fondly  attached. 

As  he  was  about  to  mount  on  horseback,  a  yonng  uobl^nan 
drew  near  him*  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes  begged  him  not  to 
mooBt  the  horse  which  had  been  brought  him»  as  it  was  the 
most  vicious  and  ungoTeraable  of  horses,  and  had  already  killed 
three  or  four  persons  who  had  been  feroed  to  moont  it,  3mi  that 
his  father,  ooe  of  ihe  qneen^s  first  equerries,  had  dioaen  it  on 
purpose  that  some  accident  shoakl  befal  him. 

The  pnnoe  whispered  him  in  his  ear  to  take  no  heed,  and 
proudly  vaulted  into  the  saddle,  when  his  kind  admonkor  had 
nigh  lost  his  life  from  a  dreadful  kick  the  animal  gave  ere  the 
|M-inoe  was  weli  seUled  in  his  seat  He  was  the  best  heneman 
and  the  most  accomplished  proficient  in  ali  manly  exercises  that 
conld  be  seen,  except  the  handsome  P«iharites  ;  and  it  was 
well  for  him  that  it  was  so,  for  the  moment  the  cursed  animal 
8na£M  the  ur  of  the  open  country  he  became  f  arioas,  neighing, 
prancing,  shyii^  and  kicking  without  cease,  imtil  the  jainee, 
whose  spurs  had  eoveied  the  horse  with  blood,  was  himaelf 
eovened  with  perspiratioa  from  his  efforts  to  control  him.  In 
this  he  thought  he  bad  succeeded,  for  he  was  returning  bdso 
the  ^ty  very  quietly,  sunoanded  by  the  ambassadors,  when 
the  queen's  equerry  goaded  him  from  behind  just  as  th^f 
were  halfway  on  the  bridge.  The  horse  reared  at  first,  and 
feeling  himself  constrained,  made  a  side  leap,  elearing  the 
parapet^  fi^  into  the  stream^  and  was  drowned;  but  the  prinee 
swam  to  the   bank,   and   without  exlnhittng   the   slightest 
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resenteeiit  withdrow  into  lui  aputment  in  order  to  efaange  his 


The  king  and  qveen,  attoaded  bj  the  whole  covt,  were 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  ambauadon  npen  a  scaffolding 
erected  in  one  el  the  puUic  sqaarei,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
trial  which  had  been  annonneed.  The  prince,  quite  recovered 
from  the  esiocta  cf  hit  accident,  made  hie  appearance  as  radiant 
aa  tite  ton,  and  was  received  with  acckuaations  from  the 
nmltitade^ 

The  anbaseadon  arrired  directly  after  the  prince.  As  soon 
aa  thej  afproaobed,  the  qaeen,  withont  listening  to  the  eonpli- 
ments  with  which  they  addressed  her,  said  to  the  prince  that 
it  was  an  iU-tipied  jest  to  take  a  bath  at  snch  a  time,  and  asked 
him  jeeiingly  whether  he  had  found  the  water  pleasant.  At 
this  iaant,  all  the  idie-apes  attoiding  en  her  opened  their 
v^ly  noal&s,  and  testified  their  apprebatian  by  bursts  of  load 


The  qneen  was  eontinning  in  the  same  tone,  when  the 
pcmeesa  presented  herself.  As  soon  as  she  made  her  appear- 
ance the  p«^le  brdce  inte  a  mnnnwr,  and  began  to  shed  tears, 
the  conrticrs  shaddered  with  the  indignation  which  they  daied 
not  eipress,  and  the  ambassadors,  strack  with  astonishment, 
were  at  a  loss  what  to  think  when  they  bebeU  the  princess, 
whom  they  had  often  heard  compared  with  the  admirabie 
Ferandina.  She  was  ill-dad,  and  Iwr  hair  was  woine  dressed; 
for  one  side  «f  her  head  had  been  fempletely  shorn,  and  to 
render  her  stiM  mere  ridieidons,  her  Uee  had  been  smeared 
with  y^low  paint.  In  this  plight  she  stepped  eterj  moment, 
and  conkL  not  forbear  shedding  tears  ii  shame;  hot  her 
goremesa  pushed  her  on  roughly  from  bdund,  and  forced  her 
to  place  herself  by  the  side  of  tiie  qneen,  who  was  shining  in 
all  the  briUiaacy  of  her  beauty,  and  i^arklii^  with  precioos 
stones*  One  would  have  thought  the  triumph  which  the  queen 
thus  enjoyed  would  have  been  snfficient,  but  to  reuler  it  more 
eonfietey  the  ladies  of  tiie  palace  burst  into  load  yells  when 
the  hapless  princess  was  obi%ed  to  place  hersdf  beside  her. 

The  king  who  kept  his  ejes  fixed  to  the  ground  was  ready  to 
die  with  shame  and  ooni;)a8Sion,  and  having  neither  streagth 
of  mind  to  express  his  indignatioo,  nor  ^e  courage  to  remain, 
toxnaig   to  the  ambassadors  observed,    that  there  was  no 
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likelihood  that  he,  the  ugliest  of  men,  was  destined  to  carry  off 
a  prize  which  belonged  to  the  handsomest,  and  commanding 
the  prince,  his  son,  to  fill  his  place,  withdrew. 

The  prince  without  losing  time  ordered  the  trial  to  begin  at 
once*  At  his  direction,  the  comb  was  first  presented  to  the 
queen's  equerry,  and  when  he  failed  to  draw  it  from  its  case, 
the  prince  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  the  torture,  whereupon  he 
confessed  the  design  he  had  had  of  causing  the  death  of  the 
prince.  Horror-struck  at  this  crime,  the  people  got  possession 
of  him  and  stoned  him  to  death,  in  spite  of  the  queen's 
presence  and  ihe  prince's  desire  to  save  his  life  for  the  sake  of 
his  son. 

The  collar  was  next  presented  to  the  goremess  of  the 
princess,  who  threw  herself  on  her  knees  and  begged  in  yain 
for  mercy  ;  there  was  no  great  chance  that  she  would  open  it, 
for  she  was  eren  more  ugly  than  she  was  wicked.  The  prince 
not  deigning  to  listen  to  the  entreaties  of  his  step-mother, 
who  humbled  herself  before  him  to  obtain  her  pardon,  ordered 
her  to  be  burnt  alive  at  the  other  end  of  the  city,  that  the 
assembly  might  not  be  inconvenienced  by  the  smell.  This 
ready-handed  justice  was  received  with  shouts  of  approbation 
by  the  whole  town  as  well  as  by  the  court,  with  the  exception 
of  the  queen's  ladies,  who  made  most  piteous  and  woe-begone 
faces  on  the  occasion. 

The  prince  having  imposed  silence  ordered  the  trial  to 
proceed,  adding,  that  nyne  need  fear  being  punished  if  they 
should  fail,  for  he  had  only  begun  with  these  two  wretches, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  making  them  confess  their 
crimes,  and  inflicting  the  punishment  they  so  richly  deserved. 

The  ambassadors  thought  this  address  of  the  young  prince 
fall  of  wisdom  and  prudence,  and  the  queen,  who  had  never 
heard  any  one  speak  in  such  a  tone  in  her  presence  before,  was 
lost  in  astonishment.  The  prince  commanded  the  ladies  of 
the  bedchamber  to  attire  his  dster  and  deck  her  out  as  became 
her  age  and  rank,  and  to  be  sure  they  discharged  their  duties 
with  care,  or  their  lives  should  pay  for  it.  He  was  obeyed, 
and  the  princess  returned  so  lovely  and  so  dazzling  that  it  was 
impossible  to  observe  that  she  had  lost  one  side  of  her  hair. 
All  the  men  tried  in  vain  to  withdraw  the  comb  from  its  case; 
and  it  was  quite  a  pastime  to  hear  how  the  people  yelled  and 
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shouted  every  time  tlie  ooUar  was  presented  to  one  of  the 
queen's  ladies.  At  last  it  was  handed  to  the  queen  herself, 
and  after  several  efforts  she  succeeded  in  opening  it,  hut  it 
immediately  closed  again,  making  such  a  terrihle  noise  that 
she  fell  hack  and  was  carried  away  to  all  appearance  lifeless. 

There  only  remained  now  the  prince  and  his  charming  sister 
to  make  the  trial ;  and  the  ambassadors  full  of  sadness  had 
already  made  up  their  minds  they  should  have  to  go  hack  with 
their  comb  and  collar  and  begin  their  journey  once  more.  But 
no  sooner  did  the  prince  take  the  case  into  his  hand  than  the 
comb  came  out  of  its  own  accord,  and  in  the  same  manner  the 
collar  opened  at  the  princess's  touch  without  closing  again. 
A  thousand  shouts  rose  into  the  air  at  once,  and  would  have 
continued  some  time  but  for  an  earthquake  which  shook  the 
entire  city,  and  was  followed  by  a  whirlwind,  accompanied 
with  hail  and  lightning,  whi<!h  dispersed  the  whde  assembly. 
When  it  was  all  over,  the  prince  and  princess  were  nowhere  to 
be  found  ;  they  had  disappeared  at  the  same  moment  that 
the  result  of  the  trial  was  decided.  The  news  of  this  event 
spread  universal  grief  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  king 
was  inconsolable,  and  the  courtiers,  After  putting  on  the 
deepest  mourning,  dispersed  in  every  direction  to  seek  them 
all  the  world  over.  But  that  which  will  cause  your  giantship 
the  greatest  surprise  is,  that  the  despair  of  the  queen  sur- 
passed the  affliction  of  everybody  else.  The  hatred  which 
she  had  felt  towards  the  prince  and  princess  was  suddenly 
changed  into  affection,  and  that  of  so  violent  a  nature,  that 
she  literally  tore  her  hair  when  she  heard  they  were  lost.  She 
sent  for  the  king  in  order  to  beg  him  to  forgive  her,  for 
instead  of  the  contempt  and  aversion  which  she  had  always 
felt  for  him,  he  was  now  the  object  of  her  heart's  adoration, 
and  her  fancy  pictured  him  to  her  as  the  most  amiable  of 
men,  and  the  most  worthy  to  be  loved.  But  the  king  not 
doubting  but  she  had  caused  his  children  to  be  made  away 
with  by  some  treacherous  practice,  although  he  was  weak 
enough  to  love  her  still,  far  from  punishing  her,  resolved  to 
punish  himself  for  his  weakness,  and  made  a  vow  that  he 
would  never  see  her  again. 

While  all  this  was  going  on  at  the  court,  let  us  see  a  little 
what  had  become  of  the  prince  and  princess. 

I  I 
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•'WcH  dM^t  of!"  cried  Ae  Giuit,  "lor 
hegaaiag  to  pUy  the  jaA  •Imtfffn  wkk  mj  wiIb  bj  all  tbese 
BMses  aad  shiftmgs.  A  pratty  potker  to  make  aboot  tke  ke 
of  a  eoople  of  jomg  eeapegneesy  for  I  doubt  mat  tbia  prince 
was  joat  sneb  mother  mabipert  as  tbal  jack-a-nappti  the  Piinee 
of  JUmgj.  WooU  I  nugbt  have  a  hir  bknr  at  him;  'tvoold 
be  raie  wport  to  rip  him  «p  aad  tear  bis  heart  out !  Bst 
the  rile  ereatnre  has  taken  himself  off  hr  eaoogh  after  his 
insult  aad  treadberr,  aad  the  deril  onlj  ksovs  what's  beeome 
of  hiflx  NeferthdieaB,  I  am  eonaoled  that  thoa  dost  pronuse  I 
ihaUjetseehim." 

**  Aye,  sad  so  joa  shall,"  said  the  Bam,  who  continiied  lus 
story  in  the  foUowing  manner  : 

The  storm  which  had  dispersed  ereiybodj  on  the  day  of  the 
trial  of  the  eomb  and  eoUar,  had  separated  into  two  distinet 
iriiiriwinds,  which  had  borne  away  the  prinee  and  his  sisttf, 
and  d^Msitod  them  a  great  distonee  apart,  and  both  s 
^^  ^*J  ^^^'"^  home ;  for  'tis  migh^  fast  trardling  by  this 
kind  of  conveyance.  The  princess  found  herself  in  the  midst 
of  a  vast  forest,  and  directly  she  recoTered  her  senses,  her 
forlorn  condition,  and  all  tiie  dangers  to  which  she  was 
exposed  in  this  frightfol  wilderness,  presented  themsdves 
riridly  to  her  imagination.  In  fain  did  she  cast  her  eyes 
in  every  direction;  there  was  nothing  to  he  seen  hat  trees 
and  rocks,  and  the  echoes  alone  answered  her  voice  when 
she  called  to  her  brother  for  help.  She  was  wandering  in  this 
way  at  random  along  tangled  and  intricate  paths,  when  two 
wolves,  who  were  prowKng  aboat,  p^iceived  her  and  rushed 
towards  her  with  extended  jaws.  Already  she  thought  herself 
no  better  than  wolves'  meat,  and  uttering  a  loud  shriek 
she  covered  her  face  with  both  her  hands  that  she  might 
not  see  the  terrible  fate  that  awaited  her,  at  the  same  time 
unconsciously  holding  up  the  collar.  As  soon  as  the  wolves 
caught  sight  of  this  object,  they  scampered  off  as  though  a 
hundred  dogs  were  at  their  heels.  The  like  befel  certain  bears 
who  made  sure  of  her  a  few  steps  further  on,  and  another  herd 
of  wolves,  who  fled  more  rapidly  than  the  first  when  they  saw 
the  collar.  By  this  time  she  had  reached  a  broad  road  which 
ran  across  the  forest. 

In  the  middle  of  this  road  a  dosen  or  more  shepherds  were 
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keeping  their  flocks.  Her  fears  were  beginning  to  dissipate 
when  she  saw  herself  in  a  less  terrible  place,  and  she  hastened 
towards  the  shepherds  with  redoubled  pace  to  implore  their 
assistance  ;  but  just  as  she  was  on  the  point  of  opening  her 
lips,  the  sheep,  seeing  the  collar,  began  to  scamper  away 
through  the  forest,  and  the  shepherds  after  them.  It  was 
not  till  then  that  she  became  aware  of  the  virtue  which  the 
collar  possessed,  and  she  regretted  that  she  had  not  known  it 
previous  to  the  routing  of  the  sheep  ;  neyertheless,  she  felt 
extremely  comforted  at  the  knowledge.  She  struck  once  more 
into  the  thickest  of  the  wood,  in  order  to  try  and  come  up  with 
one  of  the  shepherds  ;  but  it  was  in  Tain  that  she  ran  and 
called  after  them;  they  still  continued  running  before  her. 
Wearied  with  this  chase,  and  the  distance  she  had  already 
travelled  in  the  midst  of  rocks  and  brambles,  she  leisurely 
followed  a  path  which  was  less  broad  and  open  than  the  first, 
and  at  the  end  of  which  she  perceived  an  old  castle.  At  this 
prospect  she  seemed  to  gather  new  strength,  though  she  had 
been  almost  ready  to  drop  from  fatigue.  She  was  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  castle,  when  a  fox  whiter  than  snow 
crossed  the  road  immediately  before  her  and  then  returned  on 
his  steps  to  place  himself  in  her  path,  and  halting  at  about 
seven  or  eight  steps  before  her,  fell  to  gazing  on  her  with 
extreme  attention,  nor  was  she  less  curious  in  her  examination 
of  him,  for  it  was  impossible  to  see  him  without  being  charmed 
with  his  appearance. 

''  Oh !  "  cried  the  Giant,  ''here  we  have  him  at  last,  this 
plaguy  white  fox  !  Marry  !  'tis  a  god-send  ;  for  I  accounted 
him  lost,  so  long  hast  thou  been  a  plaguing  my  wits  with  other 
matter,  nothing  at  all  to  the  point,  I  dare  venture.  Well  f  and 
what  did  they,  when  they  had  done  gazing  at  each  other  ?  '' 

The  princess,  continued  the  Ram,  quickly  concealed  the 
collar,  lest  it  should  scare  away  the  fox ;  of  all  things  she 
would  not  have  lost  him  out  of  her  sight,  for  together  with 
the  sly  and  knowing  look  peculiar  to  the  physiognomy  of 
foxes,  there  was  a  singular  grace,  a  certain  indefinable  air  of 
nobility  in  the  expression  of  his  eyes.  She  approached  him  to 
see  if  he  would  allow  himself  to  be  taken  by  her,  or  at  least  if 
he  would  follow  her  to  the  castle  ;  but  he  would  do  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other,  and  began  to  run  off  in  quite  an  opposite 
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direction.  Nevertheless,  he  did  not  run  so  fast  but  she  could 
keep  him  in  sight,  and  after  spending  the  rest  of  the  day 
foUowing  him  with  a  constancy  far  above  her  strength,  the 
poor  princess  was  at  last  on  the  point  of  falling  down  from 
weariness,  when  she  discovered  a  kind  of  diminutive  palace 
standing  on  the  bank  of  a  small  stream  in  the  most  delightful 
situation  in  the  world.  The  fox  had  already  entered ;  fear  and 
imcertainty  at  first  held  back  the  princess,  but  the  desire  of 
following  her  amiable  fox  carried  it  against  all  other  considera- 
tions. Accordingly  she  entered  the  palace,  and  the  white  fox, 
who  was  politeness  itself  personified,  having  received  her  at  the 
door,  took  the  skirt  of  her  gown  between  his  teeth,  and  in 
spite  of  all  she  could  do  to  prevent  him,  insisted  on  supporting 
it  while  she  crossed  the  com*t-yard  on  her  way  to  the  principal 
apartment  of  the  palace. 

The  first  thing  she  did  was  to  throw  herself  on  a  couch,  for 
nothing  was  wanting  there  in  the  way  of  fitting  up  ;  and  as 
she  gazed  on  her  dear  fox  lying  at  her  feet  and  eyeing  her 
with  affection,  she  not  only  forgot  all  the  dangers  and  fatigue 
she  had  gone  through,  but  she  would  have  given  up  everytlmig 
else  in  the  world  never  to  stir  from  where  she  was.  We  will, 
if  you  please,  leave  her  there,  and  return  to  the  prince^  her 
brother. 

<'In  that  case,"  said  the  Lord  of  Moulineau,  ''I  would 
venture  a  round  sum  we  shall  never  again  clap  eyes  on  her 
nor  her  white  fox ;  for  thou  dost  nought  but  play  at  shuttle- 
cock with  my  attention.  Oouldst  thou  not  contrive  to  make 
an  end  of  what  concerns  them  ere  thou  scamperest  off  after 
another  adventure  ?  *' 

<<  That  may  not  be,"  said  the  Ram,  '*  but  nothing  is  easier 
than  to  finish  the  story  here,  if  you  are  already  weary  ci  it." 
The  Giant,  who  was  not  in  a  humour  to  sleep  yet  awhile, 
declined  the  proposal,  and  the  Ram  proceeded  as  follows : 

Your  excellence  will  be  kind  enough  to  remember,  that  while 
one  of  the  whirlwinds  carried  off  the  Princess  of  Lombardy, 
and  set  her  in  the  midst  of  a  forest,  the  other  had  dealt  in  like 
manner  with  the  prince,  and  left  him  on  the  sea  shore.  Here 
he  began  to  pace  about  with  long  strides,  his  mind  filled  with 
the  novelty  of  this  adventure,  and  the  recollection  of  what  had 
taken  place  on  the  same  day  at  the  court  of  the  king,  his 
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father.  As  all  whom  he  could  think  of,  there,  were  only  deserving 
of  hatred  or  oblivion,  the  only  person  his  mind  dwelt  upon  was 
his  sister,  abandoned  by  the  weakness  of  his  father  to  all  the 
cruelty  of  a  step-mother,  more  embittered  towards  her  by  the 
triumph  she  had  just  carried  off.  These  gloomy  reflections 
led  his  imagination  far  enough,  while,  at  the  same  time,  his 
steps  conducted  him  to  the  base  of  a  rock  rising  gradually 
from  the  shore  and  advancing  into  the  sea.  Without  thinking 
what  he  was  doing  he  ascended  to  the  top  of  it,  and  being  at 
a  considerable  height,  the  prospect  before  him  stretched  far  away 
on  every  side  ;  behind  him  appeared  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
eoimtry ;  but  in  the  direction  of  the  sea  he  descried,  in  the 
distance,  an  island  which  appeared  to  him  the  most  delightfid 
retreat  in  the  universe,  and  he  was  never  weary  of  gazing  on 
it.  It  occurred  at  first  to  his  mind  that  the  princess,  his 
sister,  might  very  well  chance  to  be  on  it.  The  next  moment 
he  treated  the  thought  as  a  mere  fanciful  vision  ;  but,  never- 
theless, it  still  continued  to  return  to  him.  The  summit  of  the 
rock  was  covered  with  moss  and  thick-tufted  grass.  He 
stretched  himself  on  the  grass,  and  rested  his  head  upon  a 
bank  of  moss,  and  placing  one  hand  beneath  it,  turned  with 
wishful  glances  towards  the  island,  and  fell  into  a  profound 
reverie.  In  short,  except  that  his  face  was  not  bathed  in 
tears,  he  was  in  pretty  much  the  same  posture  as  that  in 
which  the  love-sick  Prince  of  Noisy  was  accustomed  daily  to 
gaze  on  the  Druid's  castle  from  the  time  of  his  first  meeting 
with  his  daughter. 

The  Giant,  who  was  beginning  to  fall  asleep,  waking  up  at 
this  point  in  the  story,  "  What !  "  he  cried,  **  does  the  cursed 
puppet,  after  his  insolence  in  offending  me,  dare  to  be  in  love 
with  Alio  !  Only  let  me  catch  him  again,  friend  Ram,  and 
I  '11  flay  him  alive,  stuff  his  skin  with  straw,  and  send  it  to 
his  mistress." 

"  You  will  be  doing  well,"  replied  the  Ram,  "  for  I  warn  you 
that  she  has  no  dislike  for  him.  But  let  us  quit  the  subject, 
which  we  will  resimie  another  time,  and  return  to  the  Prince 
of  Lombardy." 

As  I  observed,  he  was  gazing  attentively  at  this  island, 
which  seemed  to  be  carpeted  with  the  most  charming  verdure, 
and  adorned  with  thousands  of  trees  bearing  the  most  beautiful 
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blo89om8«     Nerer  did  he  take  his  eyes  from  it  until  the  shades 
•f  night  h^an  to   enTdop   and   conceal  it  from   his  sight. 
Quitting  the  shore,  he  advanced  further  inland,  but  without 
meeting  a  single  habitation  ;  and  halting  in  a  wood  where  he 
met  with  but  sorry  cheer,  he  spent  the  night  there  as  best  he 
might.     As  soon  as  the  day  dawned,  his  first  intention  was  to 
seek  some  road  which  would  lead  him  back  to  his  father's 
court,  making  no  doubt  bat  his  sister  would  be  in  need  of  his 
presence  ;   but  he  could  not  banish  the    thought    that    she 
was  in  the  island.     The  idea  appeared  to  him  as  ridiculous  as 
when  it  had  first  occurred  to  him  ;  nevertheless,  he  returned  to 
the  sea-shore,  where  he  wandered  for  some  time,  but  when 
he  was  about  to  climb  the  rock   again,  that  he  might  gain 
a  better  view   of  the  agreeable   island,   he    could  nowhere 
discover  the  path  by  which  he  had  ascended  it  the  previous 
day.     He  was  walking  round  the  base  of  the  rock,  trying  to 
discover  another,  when  on  the  opposite  side  he  heard  the  most 
beautiful  voice  he  had  ever  listened  to  in  his  life.     He  decided 
it  at  first  to  be  the  voice  of  a  woman,  and  made  his  way  through 
a  thousand  difficulties  and  obstacles,  that  he  might  reach  the 
place  where   he   still  heard  the  voice  singing,  for  the  rock 
stretched  out  into  the  sea.     At  last,  after  going  almost  entirely 
around  it,  he  came  to  more  even  ground,  and  it  seemed  to 
him  that  he  was  now  within  eight  or  ten  steps  of  the  singer; 
still  he  could  see  no  one,  and  he  fancied  the  person  must  be 
hidden  behind  another  angle  of  the  rock.     He  was  advancing 
with  eagerness  in  that  direction,  making  as  little  noise  as  he 
could,  when  he  saw  near  the  place  he  was  endeavouring  to 
reach,  the  skin  of  a  large  fish  stretched  out  upon  the  sand. 
This  object  inspired  him  with  horror,  and  turning  awaj  to 
avoid  the  disagreeable  spectacle,  he  made  a  noise,  and  at  the 
same  moment  heard  something  leap  into  the  sea.     He  imme- 
diately turned  round,  but  the  skin  was  no  longer  there.     He 
then    advanced    towards   the    place   where    the    voice     had 
sounded,    but  found    no   one  there ;    his   surprise,    however, 
increased  tenfold,  when  he  discovered  the  most  beautiful  bath 
in  the  world  ;  it  was  constructed  in  a  grotto  at  the  foot  of  the 
rock,  which  was  not  the  work  of  nature  alone,  for  it  was  covered 
all  over  with  marble,  and  the  bath  itself  was  of  ebony,  lined 
with  gold.     He  was  at  a  loss  what  to  make  of  all  this,  though 
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be  was  thinking  of  it  the  whole  night,  which  he  spent  as  he 
did  the  two  or  three  suoceding  ones,  in  the  midst  of  a  wood, 
with  heaven  for  his  canopy,  and  wild  fruits  for  his  food.  This 
was  no  very  delightful  existence  for  a  prince,  but  it  was  the 
least  of  his  cares.  Every  day  he  returned  to  the  sea-shore, 
bat  neither  heard  nor  saw  anything.  The  path  which  had 
in  the  first  instance  conducted  him  to  the  summit  of  the  rock» 
at  last  ]»*esented  itself  again  ;  he  ascended  it  with  eagerness, 
and  gazed  once  more  with  delight  at  the  beautiful  island. 
Scarcely  had  he  reached  the  top  when  he  heard  the  same  voice 
which  had  so  charmed  him  before.  He  immediately  descended, 
and  just  as  he  was  within  three  steps  of  the  grotto  he  beheld 
once  more  the  blood-stained  skin ;  his  fright  at  it  was  even 
greater  than  at  first,  and  caused  him  to  make  the  same  noise, 
but  quickly  turning  round,  he  saw  a  huge  fish  leap  into  the  sea, 
and  observed  that  the  skin  was  gone.  He  found  the  grotto 
in  the  same  state  as  before,  except  that  the  bath  was  filled 
with  water.  On  putting  his  hand  in  he  found  it  warm,  and 
made  up  his  mind  that  some  one  had  just  been  bathing,  but  he 
was  puzzled  to  understand  how  it  could  be  the  fish  who  shoidd 
come  there  and  have  skinned  himself  to  take  a  bath  and  sing 
so  melodiously.  He  returned  to  the  place  whence  the  fish  had 
leapt  into  the  sea,  and  observed  that  the  surface  of  the  water 
was  still  indented  with  a  long  furrow  extending  in  the  direction 
of  the  island,  The  next  morning  he  placed  himself  in  ambush 
behind  some  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  the  grotto,  that  he  might 
find  out  what  kind  of  fish  this  could  be.  He  fixed  his  eyes  on 
the  island,  imagining  that  the  animal  would  come  from  thence, 
when  he  saw  something  white  emerge  from  it,  which  he  took 
at  first  for  a  little  sailing-boat.  As  it  advanced  towards  the 
shore,  his  curiosity  increased  and  the  object  diminished,  so  that 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  ambush  not  to  lose  sight  of  it. 
When  this  floating  object  was  near  enough  to  the  shore,  instead 
of  steeling  straight  for  the  entrance  of  the  grotto,  it  turned 
aside  as  if  to  land  higher  up.  The  prince  advanced  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  sea,  and  saw  that  instead  of  landing,  this  wonderful 
thing  only  kept  close  to  the  coast,  advancing  at  the  same  time 
in  his  direction. 

As  soon  as  it  was  near  enough  for  the  prince  to  make  out 
what  it  was,  he  beheld  the  most  beautiful  creature  in  the 
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muverse,  seated  in  a  marine  sheU,  holding  in  one  hand  the  end 
of  a  large  white  sail,  fastened  by  the  other  end  to  this  wonderful 
car,  and  guiding  it  at  her  will  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Zephyrs.  The  prince  fell  upon  his  knees,  persuaded  that  it 
was  the  goddess  Tethys  taking  a  ride  upon  the  waters,  for 
nothing  could  more  resemble  the  portraits  which  are  made  of 
her  and  her  equipage,  except  that  this  Tethys  was  neither  so 
fair  nor  so  naked  as  the  goddess  is  usually  represented. 

The  breeze  was  lall'd,  and  in  her  face 

He  saw  the  self-samo  beauty  shine, 
OrdainM  in  after  times  to  grace 

A  Princess  bom  of  Conti^s  line. 
In  that  fair  form  each  charm  endearing 

Of  Conti's  Princess  was  displayed ; 
Her  giacious  mien  and  noble  beating, 

In  pride  of  ancestry  array'd ; 
And  all  the  alluring  graces  spread 

In  groups  about  each  lovely  feature ; 

A  sliape  unmatched  by  living  creature; 
But  of  what  else  the  nymph  displayed 

A  painting  best  will  give  a  notion, 

Of  Venus  rising  from  the  ocean. 

The  Prince  of  Lombardy  still  continued  kneeling  before  this 
diyinity,  and  had  he  had  a  thousand  eyes  would  have  gazed  at 
her  with  them  all.  She  had  stopt  immediately  before  him  ; 
why  she  did  so  is  uncertain,  unless  it  was  that  the  admiration 
of  the  Prince  and  his  outward  appearance  were  not  displeasing 
to  her.  On  his  side,  he  felt  that  it  was  all  over  with  his 
liberty,  for  admiration  and  love  had  seized  upon  him  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  and  that  with  such  violence,  that  he  was 
quite  lost,  and  large  drops  of  perspiration  fell  from  him.  He 
drew  out  his  handkerchief  to  wipe  his  face,  and  in  so  doing 
pulled  out  the  comb  and  its  case  which  fell  to  the  ground.  No 
sooner  did  the  beauty  see  it  than  she  gave  a  loud  cry,  and 
approached  as  though  she  would  have  landed  ;  but  the  prince, 
overwhelmed  with  shame  that  an  object  so  little  sorting  with 
the  dignity  of  a  hero  should  have  dropt  from  his  pocket, 
snatched  it  up  and  put  it  away  with  an  air  of  indignation  at 
the  shame  which  it  had  caused  him.  At  this  the  fair  one 
uttered  a  louder  and  more  piercing  cry  than  the  first,  and 
abruptly  turning  her  back  upon  him,  sailed  off  in  the  direction 
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of  the  island,  and  was  soon  out  of  sight.  He  was  sensibly 
affected  by  this  event ;  all  his  desires  were  now  centred  in  the 
island,  and  as  there  was  not  a  boat  to  be  seen  that  might 
convey  him  thither,  he  resolved  to  try  the  experiment  of 
Leander  ;  and  he  would  have  been  but  too  happy  to  meet  with 
the  same  end  provided  the  beginning  were  equally  agreeable. 
Accordingly  he  was  beginning  to  undress  himself  when  he 
heard,  proceeding  from  the  top  of  the  rock,  a  whining  and 
moaning  sound  such  as  dogs  make  when  they  are  distressed. 
Raising  his  eyes  he  beheld  the  white  fox  erect  on  his  haunches 
making  the  same  noise  and  gesticulating  with  his  fore-paws  in 
the  direction  of  the  island.  The  prince  was  examining  him 
attentively,  when  a  little  boat,  which  had  been  immoored  from 
the  island  at  the  cries  and  signals  of  the  white  fox,  advanced 
full  sail  towards  the  shore.  The  fox  came  down,  and  no  sooner 
saw  the  prince  than,  after  capering  several  times  with  joy, 
he  began  to  lick  his  hands  and  feet ;  but  the  prince,  who,  at 
the  very  first  sight  of  him,  had  conceived  as  much  affection  and 
esteem  for  him  as  though  he  had  known  him  all  his  life,  would 
not  allow  him  to  continue. 

While  these  civilities  were  proceeding  on  either  side,  the 
boat  was  already  alongside.  The  white  fox  motioned  to  the 
prince  to  resume  what  clothes  he  had  taken  off  and  get  into 
the  boat  with  him.  This  was  what  the  prince  ardently  desired  ; 
but  ere  he  betook  himself  to  the  place  where  he  hoped  again  to 
behold  his  divinity,  he  remembered  the  shame  to  which  he  had 
been  put  by  his  comb,  and  drawing  it  from  his  pocket,  was 
about  to  throw  it  into  the  sea,  when  the  white  fox,  with  a  cry 
of  agony,  sprang  upon  his  coat-sleeve  and  held  his  arm  with 
all  his  strength,  nor  would  he  loose  his  hold  until  the  prince 
had  returned  the  comb,  together  with  the  case,  into  his  pocket. 
As  soon  as  they  were  in  the  boat,  it  began  to  sail  off  of  its  own 
accord  ;  but  they  had  scarcely  advanced  twenty  paces  when 
the  clattering  of  horses'  hoofs  was  heard  proceeding  from  the 
shore  which  they  had  j ust  left.  A  man  on  horseback ,  apparently 
pursued  by  several  others,  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  sea, 
bent  his  bow  and  let  fly  an  arrow  which  pierced  the  white  fox 
through  and  through.  He  gave  a  deep  sigh,  and  turning  his 
eyes  mournfully  towards  the  prince,  closed  them  as  though 
never  to  open  them  again.      The  prince  was  scarcely  less 
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afflicted  than  though  he  had  received  the  arrovr  himself,  and 
consulting  only  his  grief  and  his  resentment,  he  leapt  into  the 
sea  to  go  and  avenge  the  death  of  the  poor  fox.  He  soon 
reached  the  land ;  but  not  a  soul  was  visible,  and  he  lost  all 
hope  of  vengeance,  together  with  the  traces  of  the  murderer, 
whose  flight  was  masked  bjr  the  rocks  lining  the  whole  of 
that  coast.  He  returned  to  the  sea-side  with  a  view  to  try  and 
get  back  to  the  boat  and  see  whether  the  fox  were  not  yet 
within  reach  of  succour,  but  it  was  in  vain.  There  was  as 
little  to  be  seen  on  the  sea  as  on  the  land.  The  hopes  of  the 
prince  and  all  the  flattering  pictures  he  had  formed  of  his 
approaching  happiness  vanished  at  once,  and  he  was  left  on 
the  desolate  shore  with  no  other  company  than  that  of  hb 
grief  and  his  despair. 

At  this  point  of  the  Ram's  story,  the  Giant  Moulineau 
began  to  yawn,  and  feeling  a  greater  inclination  for  his  bed 
than  for  the  rest  of  this  history,  he  undrest  himself,  called  for 
his  boots,  and  retired  for  the  night. 

Next  day  at  early  mom,  the  Ram  failed  not  to  attend  his 
master's  levee,  and  after  paying  his  court  to  him  by  praising 
his  good  looks  and  the  charms  of  his  person,  informed  him,  that 
during  the  night  he  had  taken  a  survey  of  the  enemy's 
quarters,  and  having  closely  examined  the  place  under  shelter 
of  darkness,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  im- 
pregnable by  force  and  still  more  by  famine,  seeing  that  the 
Druid  who  possessed  power  over  the  elements  would  find 
means  of  subsistence  in  spite  of  all  they  could  do  to  prevent 
him  ;  that  it  was  evident  he  laughed  at  all  they  had  hitherto 
done,  and  that  it  was  his  advice  that  they  shoidd  surprise  his 
daughter  by  some  stratagem. 

"  And  by  what  stratagem  ?  "  said  the  Giant. 

"  As  thus  :  "  replied  the  Ram.  •*  Your  giantship  shall 
intimate  that  you  repent  of  all  that  your  resentment  has  led 
you  into  doing  ;  that  you  have  too  much  love  for  his  daughter, 
and  too  much  respect  for  him  to  persist  in  endeavouring  to 
win  him  over  by  force  of  arms,  and  that  as  you  are  now 
determined  only  to  owe  the  peace  which  you  desire  to  your 
love  and  to  your  services,  you  are  about  to  withdraw  your 
i  roops,  and  leave  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  full  liberty,  upon 
condition  that  as  a  set-off  to  the  expenses  of  the  war  and  as 
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a  reward  for  my  serrices,  the  lovely  Alie  shall,  with  her  own 
fiur  hands,  gild  my  two  horns  and  my  four  hoofs  with  the 
same  gold  which  her  father  keeps  under  the  statue  of 
Cleopatra." 

*'  And  what  good  will  your  heing  gilt  he  to  me  f  "  said  the 
Giant. 

**  Does  not  your  giantship's  profound  sagacity  perceive," 
replied  the  Ram,  '<  that  as  soon  as  I  am  furnished  with  a 
passport,  I  shall  seek  out  the  Druid,  and  as  the  power  of  his 
enchantments  is  dependent  upon  his  life,  I  shall  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  driving  my  horns  into  his  hody,  and  when 
I  have  killed  him,  nothing  will  he  easier  than  to  throw  open 
the  castle  gates  to  you  and  make  you  master  of  his  daughter 
and  of  all  his  treasures.'* 

The  generous -hearted  Moulineau  made  no  attempt  to  comhat 
so  hlack  and  infamous  a  project ;  he  merely  desired  to  make 
some  trifling  alteration  in  it  that  the  Ram  might  not  have  all 
the  honour  to  himself.  Accordingly  he  proposed  that  in  order 
the  more  effectually  to  deceive  the  Druid,  they  should  dispatch 
a  herald  instead  of  a  trumpeter.  The  Ram  appeared  in  an 
ecstasy  of  admiration  at  this  stroke  of  policy  and  presence  of 
mind.  The  plan  heing  settled  in  accordance  with  the  last 
piece  of  advice,  while  the  herald  was  preparing,  and  the  dis- 
patches he  was  to  carry  were  heing  drawn  out,  the  Giant 
requested  his  favourite  to  resume  the  story  of  the  white  fox, 
which  he  did  as  follows  : 

The  prince,  when  he  was  left  alone  on  the  sea  shore  in  the 
manner  I  have  told  you,  had  never  felt  his  mind  a  prey  to  such 
various  agitations,  nor  his  heart  oppressed  with  so  many 
tender  emotions.  He  could  not  force  himself  from  a  place 
where  he  had  witnessed  so  many  extraordinary  events.  The 
fox,  the  nymph,  and  the  fish  alternately  occupied  his  thoughts, 
nor  could  he  come  to  any  conclusion  as  to  who  or  what  they 
could  he.  All  he  knew  was,  that  it  was  impossihle  to  feel 
more  love  than  he  did  for  the  nymph,  more  horror  for  the  fish, 
or  more  regard  for  the  memory  of  the  unfortunate  fox.  The 
approach  of  night,  and  a  few  flashes  of  lightning  threatening 
a  forthcoming  storm,  interrupted  his  reveries,  and  ohliged  him 
to  seek  some  place  of  shelter. 

He  knew  of  none  more  commodious  than  the  grotto  of  the 
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baths.  It  appeared  illuminated  with  a  number  of  lights,  and 
on  drawing  near  to  it,  he  heard  the  same  voice  which  he  had 
already  twice  heard  before.  He  crept  as  gently  as  he  could  to 
the  entrance  of  the  grotto,  and  there  suddenly  halted  lest  he 
should  interrupt  the  accents  of  the  loveliest  voice  he  had  ever 
heard  in  his  life.  He  was  so  close  to  the  person  singing,  and 
so  attentive  to  the  words  of  her  song,  that  he  lost  not  a  single 
syllable.     They  were  these  : 

Prince,  who  witli  love  my  heart  dost  fire. 
Ah  I  wouldst  thou  save  me  from  despair, 
Pray  condescend  to  comb  my  hair ; 
And  in  the  bath  when  you  admire 
My  form,  than  which  is  nought  more  fair, 
Wouldst  thou  my  thanks  eternal  win, 
Be  kind  enough  to  burn  my  skin. 

Words  so  flattering  to  his  hopes,  and  yet  so  obscure  and  so 
mysterious,  increased  his  curiosity  to  such  a  degree,  that  he 
suddenly  entered  the  grotto,  fuUy  detennined,  however,  should 
he  find  the  fair  singer,  only  to  execute  one  half  of  her  behests, 
and  merely  to  comb  her  hair  with  the  most  delicate  precautions, 
but  not  to  burn  her  skin,  which  he  thought  must  be  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  world,  since  she  had  intimated  as  much. 
Moreover,  he  felt  a  presentiment  that  this  singer  was  no  other 
than  his  divinity  of  the  day  before. 

As  soon  as  he  was  inside  the  grotto,  the  singing  ceased  ;  it 
was  lighted  up  by  an  infinity  of  tapers  placed  in  ebony  sconces 
mounted  with  gold,  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  bath,  and 
each  taper  was  in  the  shape  of  a  knife  half  drawn  from  its 
sheath.  He  was  surprised  at  this  mode  of  illumination  ;  but 
his  astonishment  was  greater  still  when  he  saw  the  bath 
covered  over  with  a  white  satin  tent,  embroidered  with  golden 
sheaths.  He  was  examining  all  he  saw  before  him  with 
attention  and  wonder,  when  he  heard  a  sigh  proceeding  from 
beneath  the  tent,  and  the  next  minute  the  same  beautiful 
voice,  but  in  a  speaking  tone,  addressed  these  few  words  to 
him  : 

"Prince;  I  am  she  whom  you  love,  and  by  whom  you  are 
loved ;  do  all  that  I  shall  tell  you,  however  difficult  it  may 
appear,  and  do  not  be  alarmed  in  the  course  of  an  adventure. 
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in  which  you  will  lose  me  for  ever,  if,  when  this  tent  is  drawn 
open,  you  hetray  the  slightest  fear."  "  I  fear  ?•  **  cried  he.  At 
the  same  moment  the  tent  was  thrown  open,  and  at  the  sight 
that  presented  itself  he  had  nigh  fainted  ;  the  head  of  a 
crocodile,  with  its  jaws  wide  open,  was  stuck  out  of  the  hath,  and 
seemed  to  he  adrancing  in  his  direction.  He  kept  his  ground, 
but  large  drops  of  perspiration  stood  upon  his  brow,  and  his 
heart  beat  with  violence.  Nevertheless,  he  fixed  his  eyes 
stedfastly  on  this  frightful  head,  which,  after  closing  its  jaws, 
bent  itself  backward,  and  showed  beneath  it  the  loveliest 
countenance  that  was  ever  seen,  and  which  he  immediately 
recognised  as  that  of  the  nymph  whom  he  adored.  The 
head,  however,  which  was  sticking  up  over  that  of  the  nymph, 
made  but  an  ugly  head  dress,  and  fitted  her  cheeks  and  fore- 
head BO  tightly,  that  there  was  not  a  hair  to  be  seen.  All 
this  mattered  little,  for  all  the  horror  the  prince  had  felt  was 
dissipated  at  once  directly  her  beautiful  eyes  were  bent  upon 
him,  and  he  was  kneeling  before  her,  in  order  the  more 
respectfully  to  address  her,  when  the  nymph  exclaimed, 

*'  What  are  you  about,  prince  ?  The  moments  are  precious  ; 
why  do  you  not  comb  me?" 

**  Comb  her !  '*  said  he  to  himself.  "  How  the  deuce  is  ^hat 
to  be  done?  "  The  nymph  appeared  irritated  at  his  delay. 
Accordingly  he  drew  forth  his  comb,  and  thought  to  have 
taken  it  at  once  out  of  its  sheath,  when  he  found,  to  his 
surprise,  that  it  would  only  come  out  little  by  little,  and  that 
not  without  considerable  exertion.  But  as  it  left  the  sheath  by 
degrees,  the  crocodile *s  head  continued  to  bend  itself  back- 
wards, and  discovered  the  most  beautiful  hair  in  the  universe. 
When  the  comb  was  half  out,  the  head  disappeared,  and  the 
prince  beheld  the  nymph  in  all  her  charms.  The  transport  of 
joy  which  he  felt  conununicated  fresh  ardour  to  his  efforts  in 
pulling  the  comb  out  of  its  case,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
imagined  she  must  indeed  want  a  combing  after  carrying  that 
ugly  head.  He  observed  that  as  the  comb  came  out  of  its 
case  the  remainder  of  the  nymph's  person  emerged  from  the 
water.  Lilies,  snow,  alabaster,  would  have  seemed  yellow  com- 
pared with  that  which  now  presented  itself  to  his  gaze  ;  but 
this  dazzling  whiteness  was  as  nothing  in  comparison  with  all 
the  graces  which  adorned  each  beauty.     Her  shoulders  and 
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half  her  anns  were  now  out  of  the  water,  and  it  was  qoite  a 
sight  to  see  the  prince's  efforts  upon  his  comb  in  order  to 
obtain  the  rest.  But  the  njmph,  addressing  him :  '*  Enough," 
said  she  ;  ''  leave  now  your  comb  in  its  case,  and  prepare  to 
hum  mj  skin." 

"  I  bum  jour  skin ! "  he  cried ;  ''may  mine,  my  whole  body, 
and  all  the  uniTorse  along  with  it,  be  reduced  to  a  heap  of 
cinders,  ere  that  divine  skin  sustain  so  much  as  a  scratch  from 
him  who  adores  you." 

"  I  doubt  not  your  love,*'  replied  the  nymph  ;  "but  this  is 
not  a  time  for  any  overstrained  delicacy  ;  all  you  have  to  do  is 
to  obey  me.  If  you  are  anticipated  you  lose  me  for  ever  ;  for 
you  must  know  I  can  only  belong  to  him  who  shall  have  burnt 
my  skin." 

The  prince  could  not  persuade  himself  to  execute  the  request, 
and  while  compassion,  love,  and  obedience  were  disputing  for 
ascendancy  over  his  heart,  the  nymph  bade  him  farewell,  tbe 
tent   closed   upon  her  and  all  the  lights  were  extinguished. 

It  was  not  till  then  that  the  prince  repented  that  he  had  not 
burnt  the  least  little  corner  of  her  beautiful  skin,  which 
certainly  would  have  hurt  her  a  little,  but  from  which  he  woidd 
have  reaped  so  much  benefit.  He  was  determined  to  repair 
his  fault  at  the  first  opportunity,  and  least  he  should  be 
anticipated  he  encamped  at  the  entrance  of  the  grotto,  there 
to  await  the  dawn  of  day.  He  had  not  been  there  long  when 
he  beheld  another  blaze  of  light ;  at  first  he  imagined  it  was 
the  grotto  illuminated  once  more  ;  but  afterwards  discovered  it 
was  a  fire  which  had  been  lit  beneath  the  trees  forming  the 
extremity  of  the  forest  stretching  towards  the  sea.  He  was 
running  to  take  a  firebrand  from  it,  when  at  the  first  step  he 
took  he  beheld  the  skin  of  the  fish.  Seized  with  the  same 
horror  at  the  sight,  and  indignant  at  again  meeting  the 
frightful  object,  he  took  it  up  in  a  transport  of  rage,  exclaiming, 
**  As  for  thee,  detestable  skin,  so  imlike  that  of  the  nymph  I 
adore,  thou  shalt  be  burnt,"  and  running  with  all  his  might  to 
the  place  where  he  saw  the  fire,  he  beheld  a  woman  seated, 
who  no  sooner  perceived  him  carrying  this  appalling  object, 
than  she  uttered  a  loud  scream,  and  ran  wildly  into  the  thickest 
part  of  the  forest. 

The  prince  threw  the  skin  into  the  fire,  and  no  so<mer  was 
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it  there  than  he  thought  he  had  sprung  a  mine  charged  with  a 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  gunpowder,  so  terrific  was  the 
explosion  that  ensued.  After  this  exploit,  he  snatched  up  a 
brand  and  returned  with  all  diligence  to  his  former  post.  This 
firebrand  proved  usdess,  for  on  his  return  he  found  all  the 
tapers  alight  again,  and  the  bath  fuU  of  water,  hut  neither  the 
seat  nor  tiie  nymph  were  anywhere  to  be  seen.  He  was  nigh 
driyen  desperate  at  it,  persuaded  that  some  less  tender  and  less 
scrupulous  lover,  after  giving  her  a  good  combing  and  her  skin 
a  thorough  scorching,  had  carried  her  off  as  %  reward  for  his 
pains. 

He  ran  out  like  a  madman  to  pursue  them,  not  knowing 
which  way  he  should  go,  and  traversed  the  forest  in  every 
direction  without  meeting  with  a  single  object.  Day  was 
beginning  to  dawn  when  he  found  himself  at  the  place  where 
the  fire  had  been  kindled.  Feeling  a  desire  to  see  if  anything 
remained  of  the  frightful  skin  which  had  made  such  a  noise, 
he  found  nothing  but  a  heap  of  cinders.  But  what  was  his 
surprise  when  he  found  the  collar  within  two  steps  of  the  spot  ? 
This  sight  rejoiced  him,  for  he  doubted  not  but  the  person  who 
had  run  away  into  the  wood  was  the  princess,  his  sister.  He 
ran  with  all  speed  in  the  direction  she  had  taken,  without 
troubling  himself  about  the  collar,  and  he  met  her  hurriedly 
returning  on  her  steps.  My  story  would  grow  out  of  all  Jength 
were  I  to  tell  you  with  what  joy  they  beheld  each  other  again, 
all  the  caresses  they  exchanged,  and  the  tender  speeches  with 
which  they  expressed  their  mutual  affection.  They  never 
wearied  of  relating  all  the  trouble  and  anxiety  they  had  under- 
gone respecting  each  other's  fate,  and  seated  themselves 
beneath  a  tree  to  recount  all  that  had  befallen  them.  The 
prince  having  come  to  the  end  of  his  adventure  with  the 
nymph,  and  the  grotto  of  the  bath,  fortunately  omitted  saying 
anything  about  the  white  fox,  and  it  was  well  he  did  so,  for 
the  princess  having  related  her  misfortunes  up  to  the  moment 
when  we  left  her,  proceeded  thus : 

"  0  my  dear  brother  !  had  you  but  seen  how  charming  was 
this  fox,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  you  not  to  love  him. 
His  care  and  attention  to  me  were  something  quite  super- 
natural ;  he  seemed  to  guess  my  very  thoughts,  so  exactly  did 
he  anticipate  all  my  wishes.     It  is  true  I  had  no  other  than 
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that  of  neicer  being  separated  from  him,  end  I  was  so  afraid 
of  losing  him  that  mj  first  care  was  to  conceal  my  collar 
which  caused  the  flight  of  every  animal  that  beheld  it.  The 
little  palace  in  which  we  were,  was  adorned  with  gardens, 
grottoes,  and  fountains,  whither  the  fox  would  conduct  me 
when  he  thought  I  desired  to  take  a  walk^  and  during  these 
walks,  although  he  could  not  speak,  to  me,  he  understood  all 
that  I  said  to  him,  and  found  means  to  express  that  he  was 
transported  with  joy  at  the  kindness  with  which  I  treated  him. 
By  his  looks,  howeyer,  and  his  beseeching  gestures  he  seemed 
to  beg  something  of  me,  and  I  was  in  despair  that  I  could  not 
understand  what  he  desired,  for  I  would  have  given  him  my  life 
had  he  wished  it.  At  last,  to  my  misfortune,  a  light  broke 
upon  me.  I  had  hidden  the  collar  in  the  midst  of  a  bush  at 
the  extremity  of  the  garden.  The  white  fox,  in  the  course  of 
one  of  our  walks,  caught  sight  of  it,  and  far  from  being 
frightened  away  by  it,  as  all  the  other  animals  had  been,  he 
left  me  in  order  to  leap  upon  it,  but  no  sooner  had  he  touched 
it  than  the  collar  closed  again  with  the  same  noise  as  it  had 
done  in  the  hands  of  the  queen.  The  poor  fox,  the  moment 
he  heard  the  noise,  leapt  backwards,  and  with  another  bound 
cleared  the  garden- wall,  and  I  have  never  seen  him  since.  I 
took  up  the  accursed  collar  again,  which  I  now  detested,  and 
would  never  again  have  touched  had  I  not  remembered  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  me  in  the  forest  in  order  to  protect  me 
from  the  other  animals  I  might  meet  there.  I  had  no  sooner 
taken  it  into  my  hand  than  it  opened  again,  and  from  that 
fatal  day,  although  I  have  never  ceased  wandering  through 
woods,  and  rocks,  and  precipices,  amidst  a  thousand  dangers 
and  difficulties,  my  greatest  affliction  has  been  that  I  could 
no  where  find  my  faithful  and  beloved  fox.  Night  overtook 
me  yesterday  in  the  spot  where  I  had  kindled  a  Gre,  and 
where  you  came  and  frightened  me  with  that  horrid  skin,  and 
so  soon  as  I  had  recovered  from  my  astonishment  at  the  explo- 
sion I  heard  as  I  was  making  my  escape,  I  retraced  my  steps 
in  order  to  fetch  the  collar,  which  I  had  forgotten  in  my  flight. 
When  she  had  finished  this  account  of  herself,  the  princess 
entreated  her  brother  to  conduct  her  to  the  place  mentioned, 
but  in  vain  did  they  search  for  it,  it  was  no  longer  to  be 
found.      She  was  not  so  afflicted  at  this  as  she  might  have 
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l)6en  had  she  not  encountered  her  hrother,  whose  presence 
inspired  her  with  courage  to  brave  the  perils  from  which  the 
virtues  of  the  collar  had  hitherto  preserved  her,  and  relying  on  the 
lindnesB  of  the  prince  and  his  friendship  for  her.  '*  Dearest 
brother/'  she  said,  as  she  pressed  his  hand  and  wept,  "  to  you  I 
will  confess  the  excess  of  my  infatuation  ;  I  can  no  longer  live 
without  the  white  fox,  and  if  you  are  not  kind  enough  to 
accompany  me  all  over  the  world  in  search  of  him  you  will  see 
me  die  of  grief." 

The  tears  came  into  the  eyes  of  the  Prince  of  Lomhardy  as 
he  reflected  to  what  despair  his  sister  woidd  be  reduced  on 
learning  the  sad  fate  of  the  poor  fox,  and,  imwilling  to  inflict 
pain  on  her,  he  withheld  what  he  knew,  and  promised  her 
everything  she  desired,  on  condition  that  she  should  allow  him 
the  whole  of  that  day  to  wander  over  the  sea  shore.  The 
princess  gave  her  consent  with  reluctance,  so  eager  was  she  to 
set  out  in  search  of  the  white  fox.  The  grotto  of  the  bath  was 
the  place  appointed  for  their  meeting  after  they  had  visited 
all  the  environs.  On  entering  the  grotto,  the  princess  was 
astonished  at  aU  the  wonders  she  beheld,  although  she  had 
already  been  informed  of  them  by  her  brother,  and  while  she 
was  engaged  examining  them,  the  prince  clambered  up  to 
the  top  of  the  rock,  and  stretched  his  gaze  to  the  furthest 
point  it  could  reach,  over  land  and  sea,  but  neither  land  nor  sea 
presented  a  vestige  of  what  he  sought.  The  place  seemed 
formed  expressly  to  invite  reverie  and  contemplation  ;  and  as 
the  spot  brought  to  mind  the  crocodile's  head,  and  with  it  the 
beautiful  nymph,  he  could  not  resist  talking  to  himself,  not- 
withstanding his  great  objection  to  this  mode  of  proceeding 
in  books. 

**  What  can  have  become,"  said  he,  **  of  that  adorable  being 
whom  I  have  seen  nnder  so  many  various  shapes  ?  and  what 
has  become  of  those  sentiments  so  favourable  to  myself  which 
she  made  no  attempt  to  conceal  ?  What !  because  I  refuse 
to  bum  her,  she  disappears  directly  my  back  is  turned !  Some 
reckless  lover  has,  doubtless,  done  it,"  he  continued,  ''and 
all  those  lovely  charms  have  become  the  reward  of  his 
barbarity.  Where  is  the  monster  who  could  bave  burnt  a  skin 
so —  ?  Stay  !  "  he  exclaimed,  suddenly  ;  "  may  she  not  have 
meant  that  disgusting  skin  which  I  burnt  yesterday  ?  "     This 
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tiiought  seemed  to  awaken  bim  as  from  a  dream,  and  conyineed 
him  of  his  former  error.  "  Yes,"  he  continued,  "  it  was  of  that 
detestable  skin  that  she  wished  to  rid  herself.  Onlj  a  block- 
head such  as  I  could  have  ever  mistaken  her." 

"  Bj  my  faith,"  said  the  giant,  ''  I  should  have  done  no 
better ;  why  did  not  the  stupid  toad  tell  him  it  was  her  other 
skin  ?  But  proceed  with  thy  tale,  friend,  for  I  tell  thee 
frankly  I  begin  to  find  it  somewhat  tedious." 

The  prince,  said  the  Ram,  entirely  persuaded  by  these 
recent  reflections,  that  he  had,  without  knowing  it,  executed  a 
part  of  the  nymph's  commands,  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
why  she  had  not  given  him  an  opportunity  of  performing  the 
rest.  **  For  instance,"  said  he,  taking  his  comb  and  drawing 
it  from  its  case  with  all  the  ease  in  the  world,  **  if  this  queen 
of  my  heart  were  here,  I  would  comb  her  better  than  ever  she 
was  combed  in  her  life."  Just  as  he  had  said  this,  he  fancied  he 
heard  cries  proceeding  from  the  neighbouring  wood,  and  turning 
round  in  that  direction,  beheld  a  woman  running  with  all  her 
might  through  the  trees  to  avoid  the  pursuit  of  a  man  mounted 
on  horseback.  Notwithstanding  the  distance  at  which  he  was, 
he  could  make  out  that  the  man  held  a  bow  in  his  hand,  and 
making  up  his  mind  that  it  was  the  murderer  of  the  white  fox, 
and  that  she  whom  he  pursued  was  in  need  of  prompt  assistance, 
he  ran  off  into  the  wood.  He  was  guided  by  the  cries  of  the 
woman,  for  on  coming  down  from  the  rock  he  had  lost  »ght  of 
her ;  the  desire  of  rescuing  her,  and  of  avenging  the  fox,  seemed 
to  lend  wings  to  his  flight ;  but  even  though  he  had  run  with 
less  speed,  he  must  soon  have  encountered  them.  The  paths 
of  the  wood  were  so  entangled  that  they  had  caused  the  woman 
to  stumble  and  fall,  and  the  man  having  alighted  from  his 
horse,  held  her  in  his  arms,  and  was  about  to  place  her  on  his 
horse  when  the  prince  arrived. 

The  beauty  of  the  woman  at  first  dazzled  his  eyes  ;  but 
what  was  bis  astonishment  when  he  recognised  her  to  be 
the  queen,  his  step-mother.  He  was  not  aware  of  the  happy 
change  that  had  come  over  her^  and  the  remembrance  of  her 
cruelty  and  hatred  towards  his  sister  had  well  nigh  caused  him  to 
repent  that  he  had  reached  them  in  such  good  time.  Nerer- 
theless,  being  of  a  generous  disposition,  he  disengaged  her  from 
the  arms  of  the  ravisher,  and,  taking  sw(Hrd  in  hand,  was  about 
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to  arenge  her  wrongs  and  the  death  of  his  friend  the  white 
fox,  when  the  queen  held  him  hack,  telling  him  that  it  was 
the  Archduke  of  Placenza.  When  he  had  examined  him  a 
short  time,  he  no  longer  doubted  the  fact,  for  he  was  the 
wildest-looking  archduke  in  the  world.  His  beard  was  long 
and  thick,  his  hair  all  entangled,  his  eyes  rolling  saragely, 
and  his  clothes  in  tatters.  The  queen  fell  upon  her  knees, 
embraced  those  of  the  prince,  and  entreating  his  pardon  for  all 
the  injustice  of  her  past  conduct,  conjured  him  to  come  with  her 
to  the  assistance  of  the  king,  his  father,  whom  this  accursed 
archduke  had  wounded  with  an  arrow  which  he  had  let  fly  at 
him.  The  prince,  transported  with  rage  at  this  afflicting 
intelligence,  turned  ro.und,  and  would  have  slain  him  in  spite 
of  his  madness,  but  he  had  taken  to  horse  again  during  the 
queen's  discourse,  and  was  probably  gone  in  quest  of  fresh 
adyentiu'es. 

While  the  queen  and  the  prince  were  hastening  with  all  speed 
towards  the  place  where  she  had  left  the  King  of  Lombardy, 
she  related  to  the  prince  how  her  heart  had  suddenly  changed 
towards  the  whole  of  the  royal  family ;  how  the  king,  her 
husband,  having  refused  ever  to  see  her  again,  had  set  out 
£rom  the  court  in  search  of  his  children,  and,  driven  to  despair 
by  the  departure  of  her  husband,  she  had  followed  him,  taking 
with  her  neither  equipage  nor  suite  ;  but  not  being  able  to  find 
any  one  of  the  three,  she  had  consulted  the  Mother  of  Sheaths, 
who  had  taken  her  to  the  Isle  of  Sheaths,  where  she  had  seen 
the  loveliest  princess  in  the  world,  and  the  most  unfortunate, 
for  she  was  forced  from  day  to  day,  by  th^  power  of  magic, 
to  take  the  shape  of  a  sea  mcmster ;  and  when  the  tin^ 
came,  a  large  skin  appeared  before  her,  against  which  she 
struggled  in  vain  ;  how  the  terror  it  caused  her  was  equal  to  a 
thousand  deaths  ;  but  that,  nevertheless,  she  was  constrained  to 
vrrap  herself  up  in  it  and  jump  into  the  sea. 

The  prince,  toansported  with  delight  and  admiration,  could 
not  refrain  from  embracing  the  queen  at  this  point  of  her 
storj,  and  assuring  her  that  she  of  whom  she  spoke  would  no 
longer  be  importuned  by  the  frightful  skin ;  and  in  his  turn 
kneeling  before  the  queen,  he  besought  her  to  conduct  him  to 
the  isle  in  which  this  adorable  princess  was  to  be  found.  '*  Tt 
vraa  in  order  to  lead  you  thither  that  I  have  been  seeking  yon," 

ee2 


pi;?p^"*^ia 


500  COUNT  Hamilton's  tales. 

sbe  replied ;  '*  but  though  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
meet  with  you,  we  have  as  yet  done  nothing,  unless  we  can 
find  the  princess,  your  sister  ;  for  on  her  presence,  no  less  than 
your  own,  depends  the  safety  of  the  most  precious  life  in  the 
world !  " 

"  Of  what  life  would  you  speak  ?  *'  said  the  prince,  alarmed. 

"  Of  that  of  the  white  fox,"  replied  the  queen,  "  whom, 
perhaps,  we  may  not  find  alive.** 

At  the  bare  idea  of  the  white  fox  being  dead,  the  beautiful 
queen  could  not  forbear  melting  into  tears.     "  Alas !  "  she 
continued,  **  the  poor  fox  would  come  and  see  us  from  time  to 
time,  and  charmed  us  by  his  graceful  manners.      As  for  me  I 
was  quite  mad  about  him.     Yesterday  he  made  signs  for  the 
skiff  to  be  sent  over  for  him  from  the  island.     I  was  standing 
on  the  shore  waiting  his  landing ;  the  spell-bound  beauty  was 
with  me,  but  she  was  unable  to  wait  until  his  arrival,  for  having 
strayed  away  a  short  distance,  as  though  to  indulge  her  musings, 
she  gave  a  loud  scream,  and  suddenly  leapt  into  the  sea  in 
the  most  hideous  shape  imaginable.     I  pitied  her  from  the 
bottom  of  my  heart,  but  soon  another  subject  of  affliction  pre- 
sented itself  when  the  skiff  reached  the  shore,  and  I  beheld 
the  white  fox  bathed  in  blood,  and  at  the  last  gasp.     At  this 
spectacle,  I  uttered  a  thousand  cries  of  grief,  and  taking  him 
up  in  my  arms,  carried  him  gently  to  the  Palace  of  Sheaths, 
where  he  is  attended  on  as  though  he  were  in  the  palace  of 
the  king,  your  father.     The  surgeons  pronounced  his  wound 
mortal ;  but  the  governess  of  the  island,  who  is  much  inter- 
ested for  him,  kndt  down  before  the  Oracle  of  the  Sheaths.    I 
listened,  and  heard  that  if  I  could  bring  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Lombardy  within  twenty-four  hours  to  the  island,  the  white 
fox  would  be  saved  ;  and  that  I  had  but  to  enter  the  skiff",  and 
it  would  conduct  me  to  these  shores  where  I  should  hear  of 
them.     I  landed  yesterday  at  night-fall,   and  wandered  over 
the  forest  to  find  you,  but  what  was  my  astonishment  to  ^  find 
the  king  there.     I  was  transported  with  joy.     At  first  he 
would  have  fled  from  me  ;  but  seeing  his  intention  I  threw 
myself  at  his  feet,  and  said  so  much  to  assure  him  of  my 
repentance  and  reformation,  that  he  yielded  to  the  affection 
which  he  has  always  borne  me.     Nevertheless,  he  told  me  he 
could  not  stay  where  I  was  until  he  had  found  his  children. 


THE   RAM.  501 

1  then  informed  him  that  I  was  myself  in  search  of  you  both, 
and  that  an  oracle  had  told  me  I  should  find  you.  He  believed 
me.  After  which  I  told  him  all  that  I  have  just  related  to  you. 
He  informed  me,  on  his  part,  that  the  archduke,  his  relative, 
having  escaped,  within  the  last  two  or  three  days,  from  those 
appointed  to  watch  him,  was  running  about  the  country  with  a 
bow  and  arrow,  killing  all  he  encountered.  This  morning,  as 
we  were  commencing  our  search  for  you,  the  archduke,  who 
had  unfortimately  followed  us,  pierced  the  king  through  the 
shoulder  with  an  arrow,  and  was  about  to  slay  me  with  another, 
which  he  had  already  adjusted  to  his  bow  ;  but  after  examining 
me  for  some  time,  he  seemed  inclined  to  treat  me  in  quite 
a  different  manner,  and  advanced  to  seize  and  place  me 
on  his  horse.  My  flight  at  this  action  gave  me  so  much 
strength  and  lightness  that  he  had  soon  lost  sight  of  me. 
As  he  had  alighted  from  his  horse,  the  time  lost  in  mounting 
again  had  given  me  a  considerable  start  of  him  ;  never- 
theless, but  for  your  timely  succour,  I  should  have  fallen  into 
his  clutches.'' 

This  narrative  concluded  exactly  as  they  reached  the  spot 
where  the  king  had  been  wounded,  but  he  was  no  longer  there, 
and  they  were  seized  with  fresh  apprehensions.  Compassion 
on  the  one  hand,  and  duty  on  the  other,  dictated  that  they 
should  lay  aside  every  other  consideration,  and  seek  him  in 
all  directions;  but  love,  overpowering  every  other  considera- 
tion, commanded  an  opposite  course.  Wishing  all  prosperity  to 
the  king,  wherever  he  might  be,  they  forthwith  directed  their 
steps  towards  the  grotto  of  the  bath,  there  to  take  up  the 
princess,  and  immediately  after  set  sail  for  the  Isle  of  Sheaths. 
On  entering  the  grotto,  they  found  the  princess  seated  and 
giving  way  to  despair.  She  held  her  father's  head  upon  her 
knees,  and  was  bathing  it  in  her  tears  ;  she  thought  him 
dead  ;  but  he  was  only  in  a  swoon.  His  eagerness  to  pursue 
the  man  who  had  just  wounded  him,  and  was  then  about  to 
carry  off  his  wife,  together  with  the  loss  of  blood,  had  so 
weakened  him,  that  all  he  could  do  was  to  drag  himself  as  far 
as  the  grotto  in  search  of  assistance  ;  his  weakness,  joined  to 
his  surprise,  had  thrown  him  into  a  swoon. 

Your  giantship  will  now  be  kind  enough  to  picture  to  yourself 
the  sorrows,  the  cries,  and  the  lamentations  of  the  king's  son 
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and  of  his  wife  when  thej  belield  him  in  this  condition  ;  and 
80  save  me  from  troubling  you  with  them.  They  brought 
him  to  his  senses  by  the  process  usually  adopted  in  romances 
towards  fainting  heroes  and  dumb-foundered  diyinities — namely, 
by  plentiful  sluicings  of  cold  water.  They  staunched  Mb 
wounds  with  bandages  of  gauze,  and  lifting  him  up  by  the 
head  and  legs,  carried  him  to  the  skiff,  which  was  considerate 
enough  to  place  itself  alongside  the  landiiig-place  nearest  to 
the  grotto.  As  soon  as  they  were  all  on  board,  the  princess  learnt 
from  the  lips  of  her  step-mother  the  melancholy  adventure  of 
her  beloved  fox.  On  hearing  of  this  misfortune,  her  despiur 
broke  out  in  a  thousand  different  fashions ;  she  insisted  o& 
throwing  herself  into  the  water,  or  at  any  rate  on  fainting 
away  with  emotion  ;  but  neither  one  nor  the  other  were  allowed 
her,  and  they  succeeded  at  last  in  tranquillising  her  mind  bj 
telling  her  that  as  soon  as  she  presented  herself  before  the 
white  fox,  he  would  immediately  become  as  sound  as  a  roach. 
There  is  nothing  more  delightfid  to  a  love-stricken  heart  than 
to  be  able  to  restore  life  to  the  object  of  its  affection.  Although 
the  boat  cut  the  waters  like  a  dart,  it  seemed  to  her  to  stand 
stock  stiU.  At  last  her  impatience  was  put  an  end  to  ;  tliey 
reached  the  shore,  landed,  and  betook  themselves  to  the  palace. 
There,  if  it  please  you,  we  will  leave  them,  and  turn  our 
attention  to  the  archduke. 

**  The  devil  take  thee  and  thy  archduke  !  "  said  the  giant. 
**  By  heaven  thou  shalt  not  stir  from  the  island  until  all  this 
be  cleared  up." 

**  As  you  will,"  replied  the  Ram,  and  forthwith  proceeded 
as  follows  : 

The  white  fox  lay  stretched  out  on  a  little  bed  beside  a  blazing 
fire,  fast  approaching  his  end  ;  his  eyes  were  closed  and  his 
whole  body  motionless  ;  but  at  the  first  cry  of  the  princess  he 
opened  his  eyes,  and  as  soon  as  he  beheld  her,  summoning 
together  what  little  strength  he  had  left,  he  gazed  at  her  as 
tenderly  as  any  fox  could  do  who  is  at  the  last  gasp,  and  feebly 
wagged  his  taQ.  She  threw  herself  prostrate  before  him,  but 
the  governess  of  the  island,  who  had  not  sent  for  her  to  indulge  in 
lamentations,  took  her  by  the  shoulder  and  making  her  stand  up» 

"What  are  you  about,"  said  she;  "you  are  here  to  cure 
the  fox  and  not  to  lament  over  him." 
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The  King  of  Lombard j,  notwithstanding  his  feeble  condition, 
was  taken  with  the  same  doating  affection  as  every  one  else  at 
the  sight  of  the  amiable  animal,  and  while  the  goremess  was 
speaking,  neyer  left  off  weeping  and  feeling  the  patient's  pulse* 
The  goyemess  ordered  him  to  be  led  into  another  apartment, 
and  while  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeons,  addressing 
herself  again  to  the  princess — 

**  Why  do  you  delay,**  said  she,  -"to  succour  your  beloved 
fox  ?  His  life  is  in  your  hands ;  when  you  have  put  the 
collar,  which  is  in  your  possession,  about  his  neck,  he  will  be 
better  than  ever  he  was  in  his  life  ;  but  I  warn  you,  you  have 
not  more  than  a  few  minutes  to  spare.'* 

Nothing  could  add  to  the  princess's  despair,  when  she  heard 
that  the  life  of  her  beloved  fox  depended  on  the  collar  which 
she  had  lost.  As  soon  as  this  was  known,  a  general  burst  of 
lamentation  was  the  result,  and  all  the  bystanders  exclaimed, 
"  The  collar  is  lost !  "  At  the  same  time  a  thousand  voices, 
proceeding  from  a  thousand  Sheaths  with  which  the  chamber 
was  ornamented,  joined  the  concert,  and  exclaimed,  in  a  variety 
of  tones,  "  The  collar  is  lost !  ** 

The  King  of  Lombardy,  whose  wounds  the  surgeons  were 
then  probing,  inquired  what  all  this  horrid  din  was  about.  He 
who  had  bound  up  the  fox*s  wounds  was  just  returning  from 
the  apartment  and  informed  the  king. 

**A  precious  rout,'*  said  he,  "to  make  about  a  collar.** 
**  Here,"  he  suddenly  added,  "  here  is  one  I  found  this  morning 
in  the  forest,  which  I  hope  and  trust  is  the  one  in  question,  for 
then  it  will  put  an  end  to  this  intolerable  noise  which  I  cannot 
endure." 

One  may  judge  of  the  pain  the  king  suffered  from  the  effects 
of  the  probe  by  the  fretful  manner  with  which  he  sent  the 
collar  to  the  assistance  of  the  fox,  who  had  so  won  his  affection. 
When  the  surgeon  made  his  appearance  with  the  collar,  the 
poor  patient  was  already  with  the  death-rattle  in  his  throat,  and 
the  princess,  who  was  in  a  mind  to  kill  herself,  was  fuming  to  see 
so  many  sheaths  around  her  and  not  a  single  knife.  She  snatched 
the  collar  as  though  she  was  mad,  and  immediately  placed  it 
round  the  neck  of  her  beloved  fox.  This  was  no  sooner  done 
than  he  began  to  stretch,  and  stretch,  and  stretch,  to  such 
a  length,  that  he  was  no  longer  a  fox,  but,  forsooth,  the  most 
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cbarming  man  in  the  world.  This  change  in  no  way  dimi- 
nished the  princess's  affection,  for  she  was  no  loser  bj  it ;  but 
though  she  was  ravished  with  joy,  she  felt  a  little  embar- 
rassed what  countenance  to  make  in  the  presence  of  one  who, 
but  a  moment  since,  was  her  darling  fox,  favoured  without 
scruple  or  constraint  with  her  innocent  caresses.  Confused,  and 
casting  down  her  eyes,  she  quitted  the  room,  while  a  suitable 
dress  was  being  brought  to  the  charming  Fertharites,  for, 
doubtless,  your  giantship  has  been  long  aware  who  the  fox  was. 

As  soon  as  the  charming  Fertharites  was  dressed,  he 
hastened  to  seek  his  lovely  princess.  With  what  transport  did 
they  converse  with  each  other,  and  with  what  delight,  more 
especially,  did  the  affectionate  princess  learn  who  he  was,  and 
that  she  was  adored  by  him.  After  receiving  the  compliments 
of  those  who  had  taken  an  interest  in  his  misfortune,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  pay  his  duty  to  the  King  of  Lombardy. 

The  prince,  who  had  not  remained  in  the  palace,  having 
immediately  quitted  it  when  he  found  that  his  lovely  nymph  was 
not  there,  was  ignorant  of  all  that  had  taken  place.  He  was 
returning  thither  dejected  and  sorrowful,  after  wandering  in 
vain  over  the  whole  island,  just  as  Fertharites  was  coming  out 
in  search  of  him.  They  met,  embraced,  and  told  each  other 
in  a  few  words  all  that  had  befallen  them.  Fertharites, 
turning  to  the  governess  of  the  island,  who  was  present  at  the 
moment  of  his  meeting  with  the  Frince  of  Lombardy,  besought 
her  to  take  compassion  on  the  prince's  troubles,  and  the 
sufferings  of  Ferandina. 

**  Alas  !  "  replied  the  prince,  "  suspend  awhile  the  compas- 
sion you  feel  for  Ferandina.  It  is  the  lovely  spell-bound  nymph 
whom  you  must  seek  and  deliver  from  the  frightful  sufferings 
which  she  endures.'* 

"They  are  even  greater  than  you  imagine,"  rejoined  the 
governess ;  **  nevertheless,  their  relief  depends  entirely  on 
yourself,  that  is  if  you  still  possess  your  comb.*' 

Immediately  he  drew  it  from  his  pocket,  and  the  goveniess 
having  recognised  it,  exclaimed  : 

**  Well !  now  you  must  comb  the  nymph,  whose  repose  you 
are  so  desirous  of  ensuring.     Will  you  swear  to  do  so  ?  " 

**  Will  I  swear  ?  "  replied  he  ;  **  Yes,  I  swear  it.  Lead  me 
at  once  to  the  unfortunate  nymph !  " 
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**  Softly,*'  said  the  goyemess ;  "  what  if,  after  restoring 
her  to  all  the  brilliancy  of  her  forpaer  charms,  she  should 
wish  to  make  you  marry  the  charming  Ferandina,  the  sister  of 
Fertharites  ;  would  you  consent  ?  '* 

"  No !  "  cried  the  impassioned  prince.  **  I  would  rather 
die." 

'*  But  if  you  cannot  purchase  her  repose  at  any  other  price," 
rejoined  the  governess,  "  what  would  you  do  ?  " 

"Let  us  hasten,''  he  replied,  ''and  release  her  from  her 
sufferings ;  let  her  owe  her  tranquillity  to  me,  and  I  will  pay 
for  it,  even  with  my  life,  without  regret." 

**  Gome,  then/'  said  the  governess,  **  come  and  comb  her  if 
you  dare !  *' 

So  saying,  she  conducted  him,  followed  by  every  one, 
to  an  apartment,  the  door  of  which  flew  open  directly  she 
approached.  But  what  was  bis  surprise  when  he  beheld, 
in  the  midst  of  this  apartment,  the  hapless  nymph,  seated  in 
an  arm-chair,  and  apparently  wrapt  in  flames !  Her  throat 
and  arms  were  half  uncovered,  and  it  was  by  the  beauty  of 
these  alone  that  he  recognised  her,  for  her  head  was  enveloped 
in  flames,  flowing  about  her  like  hair ;  her  face  was  swollen  up, 
and  her  eyes  were  Btarting  from  her  head. 

**  Behold  !  '  said  the  governess  to  the  prince  ;  **  this  is  the 
plight  to  which  you  have  reduced  the  nymph  whom  you  adore, 
by  ridding  her  of  her  crocodile's  head  and  of  her  skin  ;  go  now 
and  comb  her." 

He  required  not  to  be  told  twice,  though  the  enterprise  was 
no  very  easy  one.  He  drew  forth  his  comb,  and  rushed  into 
the  apartment.  Scarcely  had  he  touched  the  flames  with  the 
hand,  in  which  he  held  the  comb,  when  they  were  immediately 
extinguished,  and  the  nymph,  more  fresh  and  blooming  than 
Aurora,  and  more  dazzling  than  the  god  of  day,  held  out  her 
hand  to  him  ;  he  knelt  down  to  kiss  it.  At  the  same  moment 
the  charming  Fertharites,  entering  the  apartment,  which,  by 
this  time,  was  cooled  down  to  an  ordinary  temperature,  threw 
his  arms  about  the  neck  of  the  nymph,  who,  on  her  side, 
embraced  him  affectionately.  The  outburst  of  jealousy  to 
which  the  prince  was  about  to  give  way,  was  suddenly 
checked  by  the  gentle  names  of  brother  and  sister  greeting 
his  ear,  and  apprising  him,  to  his  inconceivable  joy,   that 
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his  divine  nympb  was  no  other  than  the  charming  Ferandina, 
whose  hand  he  had  refased,  and  wh<»n  he  now  flattered 
hioMelf  he  would  soon  call  his  own.  He  could  not  persuade 
himself  that  all  his  happiness  was  real ;  nor  was  there  any 
end  to  his  astonishment  as  he  reflected  that  this  celestial 
beauty,  whom  he  had  adored  in  so  many  different  shapes,  was 
the  renowned  Ferandina,  and  that  the  charming  Pertharites, 
in  the  shape  of  a  white  fox,  had  so  passionately  loved  his 
sister. 

These  four  lovers,  the  most  perfect  and  the  happiest  in  the 
whole  universe,  betook  themselves  to  the  apartment  of  the 
King  of  Lombardy.  The  queen  was  by  his  side,  and  by  her 
eagerness  and  attention  was  giving  him  every  mark  of  sincere 
affection  :  his  wound  being  a  trifling  one,  he  was  soon  cured. 
To  afford  him  some  diversion,  the  charming  Pertharites 
related  to  him  the  history  of  his  metamorphosis,  and  of  that 
of  Ferandina. 

The  day  we  entered  the  castle,  said  he,  in  search  of  the 
archduke  my  father's  lost  wits,  we  were  bewildered  by  the 
appearance  of  an  infinite  number  of  spectres  and  frightful 
{^antoms.  After  being  tormented  by  them  the  whole  night, 
at  dawn  of  day,  a  woman  of  respect-able  appearance,  although 
very  old,  and  covered  all  over  with  sheaths,  appeared  before  us, 
bearing  in  one  hand  a  collar,  and  in  the  other  a  comb. 

**  Here,  Pertharites,"  said  she,  "  put  on  this  collar ;  and 
you,  Ferandina,"  added  she,  addressing  my  sister,  **  comb 
yourself  with  this  comb,  if  yon  would  have  your  father  recover 
his  reason  ;  and  to  console  you  for  the  misfortunes  which  may 
befal  you  both,  learn  that  when  this  collar  is  placed  on  you,  all 
your  misfortunes  will  be  at  an  end,  and  you  will  have  your 
heart's  desire ;  and  you,  fair  Ferandina,  the  same  thing  will 
happen  to  you  when  your  skin  shall  be  burnt,  and  you  are 
combed  with  this  same  comb  which  I  now  give  you."  So 
saying,  the  Mother  of  Sheath's  disappeared. 

Meanwhile,  in  order  to  make  my  way  out  of  the  castle  and 
cure  the  archduke,  my  father,  I  lost  no  time  in  putting  on  the 
collar.  No  sooner  had  I  done  so  than  I  felt  myself  transformed 
in  the  manner  you  have  seen.  My  sister,  on  beholding  my 
misfortune,  uttered  a  loud  scream.  As  reason  had  not  deserted 
me  in  the  midst  of  this  fatal  change,  I  felt  it  in  all  its  honor. 
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Kotwiibstanding  mj  grief,  my  first  thought  was  to  preserve 
Ferandina  from  the  snare  which  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  had 
laid  for  as.  Being  deprived  of  my  voice,  I  made  signs  to  her 
not  to  comb  herself,  raising  my  paws  to  my  head. 

Deceived  by  this  action,  she  imagined  that  I  was  entreating 
her  to  comb  herself,  and  in  the  hope  that  the  comb  might 
perhaps  prove  the  antidote  of  the  collar,  she  was  about  to  comb 
herself ;  but  scarcely  had  she  touched  her  hair  than  I  beheld 
them  wrapt  in  flames  exactly  as  we  have  just  seen  them.  She 
immediately  ran  to  the  castle-gate,  throwing  away  her  comb  as 
I  had  my  collar,  darted  into  the  forest,  and  never  left  off  running 
till  she  had  reached  the  shore  facing  this  island*  I  followed 
her  everywhere,  and  saw  that  when  she  was  at  the  grotto  of 
the  bath  she  was  about  to  undress  herself  and  plunge  into  the 
bath  wrhich  was  full  of  water  ;  but,  unfortunately,  having  cast 
her  eyes  on  the  horrid  skin,  in  spite  of  all  her  cries  and  all  her 
efforts  to  avoid  it,  she  felt  herself  constrained  by  an  invincible 
power  to  wrap  herself  up  in  it  and  throw  herself  into  the  sea. 
Every  day  I  came  to  the  spot  to  weep  over  her  destiny  and 
endeavour  to  see  her  again.  One  day  I  had  clambered  upon 
the  rock  where  I  made  all  manner  of  cries  and  lamentations 
in  the  direction  of  the  castle  on  the  island,  believing  that 
Ferandina  had  taken  refuge  there,  when  I  saw  a  skiff  come 
away  from  thence  ;  I  embarked  in  it,  and  it  landed  me  on  the 
island.  I  beheld  my  sister  on  one  of  her  favourable  days  ; 
she  related  to  me  how  the  governess  had  received  her,  and 
treated  her  in  the  most  humane  manner  in  the  world ;  but  she 
brought  tears  into  my  eyes  when  she  told  me  that  on  those 
days  when  the  skin  presented  itself  before  her,  she  was  obliged 
to  submit  to  her  fate,  to  jump  into  the  sea,  and  proceed  to 
the  grotto,  where  the  skin  left  her  while  she  refreshed 
herself  in  the  magnificent  bath.  The  governess,  who  seemed 
interested  in  our  distresses,  allowed  me  to  come  from  time  to 
time  to  see  Ferandina.  We  agreed  upon  the  signals  which  I 
was  to  make  from  the  top  of  the  rock.  I  returned  into  the 
forest  to  seek  the  remedy  for  our  evils — namely,  the  comb  and 
the  collar.  Fortune,  or  rather  the  spells  of  the  Mother  of 
Sheaths,  conducted  me  to  the  little  palace  which  I  have  since 
always  inhabited. 

The   fair   Princess  of   Lombardy  has  told   you  in  what 
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manner  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  meeting  her ;  how  I  felt 
myself  forced  to  quit  her  when  the  collar  closed  itself,  and 
she  has  informed  jou  of  all  that  has  happened  to  us.  up  to  this 
moment. 

This  narrative  threw  erery  one  into  an  extraordinary  state 
of  astonishment.  As  soon  as  it  was  ended,  the  governess  of 
the  island,  taking  up  the  thread,  said,  "It  is  now  mj  turn 
to  tell  you  who  this  Mother  of  Sheaths  is,  for  what  reason 
she  has  wrought  this  cruel  vengeance  on  the  archduke  and 
his  charming  family,  and  finally  the  meaning  of  these  sheaths, 
and—" 

"  No  !  no !  '*  cried  the  ^ant,  "  not  a  word  of  them  will  I 
hear  :  I  have  had  a  fair  bellyful  of  sheaths,  and  can  stomach 
no  more.  '* 

''I  have  nothing  more  to  tell  you,  then,"  said  the  Ram, 
**  for  you  know  how  all  these  stories  end." 

''  How  do  I  know  how  this  will  end  ?*'  rejoined  the  giant. 
*'  Finish  it,  finish  it,  and  that  quickly." 

The  Ejng  of  Lombardy,  continued  the  Ram,  was  cured 
of  his  extreme  ugliness,  at  the  same  time  as  of  his  wound. 
The  archduke  made  it  up  with  the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  as 
soon  as  he  recovered  his  reason.  She  gave  the  enchanted 
island,  the  grotto  of  the  baths,  and  the  whole  surrounding 
country  to  the  charming  Fertharites,  who  established  his  resi- 
dence there  with  the  Frincess  of  Lombardy,  whom  he  married  ; 
while  all  the  charms  of  the  incomparable  Ferandina  fell  to  the 
lot  of  the  Prince  of  Lombardy. 

Tho  Ram  having,  fortunately  for  the  reader,  no  less  than 
for  the  giant,  terminated  his  story,  their  next  thought  was, 
to  dispatch  the  herald  to  the  parley  with  the  Druid  and  his 
daughter. 


SECOND  PART. 


While  the  Ram  was  diverting  his  master  the  giant,  the 
Druid  was  engaged  in  composing  the  mind  of  his  daughter,  and 
appeasing  the  agitation  of  her  heart.  He  had  no  other  child 
but  this  ;  and  even  though  he  had  had  fifty,  the  whole  fifty 
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together  could  not  have  made  up  one-half  the  sum  of  Alie's 
channs  and  of  her  merits. 

The  sincere  confession  of  little  Puncheon  left  him  no  doubt 
but  that  his  daughter  had  abandoned  all  her  rigour  in  fayour 
of  the  Prince  of  Noisy.  He  loved  Alio  as  all  wealthy  and 
speculative  fathers  usually  love  an  only  daughter,  and  he  had 
been  for  a  full  hour  at  least  wasting  his  time  in  endeavouring 
to  prove  to  her,  by  the  most  subtle  arguments  and  the 
most  overwhelming  demonstrations,  that  she  was  bound  to 
detest  the  Prince  of  Noisy  instead  of  loving  him.  It  was  all 
to  no  purpose,  and  her  heart  would  have  fought  it  out  with  her 
head  for  ten  years,  sooner  than  have  yielded  the  point.  The 
Bruid,  who  soon  perceived  this,  found  it  necessary  to  set  to 
work  in  a  different  manner  ;  and  assuming  a  more  serious  air, 

**  Alio,'*  said  he,  **  at  first  I  was  desirous  of  helping  you  to 
cure  yourself  by  gentle  means,  in  order  to  spare  your  heart  the 
blow  which  it  is  about  to  receive.  But  you  force  me  at  last  to 
inform  you  that  he  whom  you  love  is  no  more.'* 

"  And  I,'*  said  she,  "  must  inform  you  that  you  are  mistaken, 
for  it  is  scarcely  two  days  since  the  Prince  of  Noisy  spoke  to 
me  in  this  very  garden." 

"Alio,"  replied  the  Druid,  "beware  how  you  place  any 
dependence  upon  visions,  which  your  immoderate  grief  leads 
you  to  take  for  realities.  Listen  to  what  I  am  about  to  tell 
you,  and  you  will  see  that  I  have  no  intention  of  deceiving  you. 

**  I  have  already  told  you  in  what  manner  the  race  of  Pepin 
acquired  possession  of  a  throne  which  my  grandfather,  your 
great  ancestor,  looked  upon  as  his ;  and  how,  after  various 
fruitless  attempts  to  recover  his  rights,  he  found  in  the  study 
of  philosophy  a  consolation  for  the  injustice  of  fortune  ;  but 
the  progress  which  he  made  in  these  studies  was  not  to  be 
compared  to  the  insight  into  the  most  recondite  secrets  of 
Nature  acquired  by  my  father.  Nor  have  I  proved  a  degene- 
rate son  ;  unceasing  application  and  indefatigable  labour  have 
given  me  power  over  the  spirits  inhabiting  the  four  elements  ; 
and  the  intelligence  they  afford  me,  joined  to  my  own  acquire- 
ments, afford  me  a  knowledge  of  the  future,  and  leave  me 
ignorant  of  no  portion  of  the  past.  Nevertheless,  as  there  is 
no  mortal  power  so  great  that  it  can  dispense  vdth  all  extraneous 
assistance  in  exerting  itself,  I  find  my  power  curtailed  to  such 
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a  degree  bj  the  loss  of  the  book  which  I  forbade  yoa  to  read, 
that  I  am  reduced  to  the  unfortunate  extremitj  of  yielding  to 
mj  enemies,  and  of  beang  uselessly  informed  of  their  designs 
against  me  without  having  it  in  my  power  to  counteract  them 
or  to  aroid  the  misfortunes  which  threaten  us.     The  greatest 
of  my  en^nies  is  the  magician  Merlin,  and  the  mortal  foe 
of  this  magician  is  an  immortal  woman,  vulgarly  called  the 
Mother  of  Sheaths.    She  formerly  dwelt  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Apennine  mountains  ;  I  will  tell  you  some  other  time  all 
that  she  did  in  order  to  lure  thither  her  enemy  Merlin,  who  is 
in  truth  far  less  learned  than  she,  but  much  more  subtle  and 
wily.     It  was  by  his  superior  cunning  that  he  was  enabled 
to  render  himself  master  of  the  most  precious  of  her  treasures, 
— a  knift;,  whose  marvellous  virtues  made  it  the  chief  instru- 
ment of  aU  her  enchantments ;  in  short,  this  knife  was  to  her 
what  my  book  was  to  me.     Her  desire  to  recover  it  constrained 
her,  in  spite  of  the  gentleness  of  her  nature,  to  inflict  great 
sufferings  upon  innocent  persons,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  real 
culprit.     She  established  in  all  directions  a  kind  of  branch- 
offices  crammed  full  of  sheaths,  and  she  insisted  that  all  those 
who  came  to  implore  her  assistance  should  make  her  an  oflering 
of  knives,  in  the  hope  that  the  one  she  had  lost  would  at  last 
find  its  way  into  one  of  h^  sheaths.     Swne  years  since,  the 
enchantress,  leaving  Italy,  which  she  had  exhausted  of  knives, 
established  herself  in  France,  in  order  to  be  nearer  to  Merlin, 
whom  she  suspected  of  the  theft,  and  who,  for  some  time  past, 
has   been  reigning  in  triumph  at  the  court  of  Pepin.      She 
has  selected  Moulins  as  the  place  of  her  abode,  and  thitha 
all  the  knives  are  making  their  way   from  all  quarters  by 
the  gross ;  and,  if  my  art  deceive  me  not,  that  place  will  in 
fiiture  ages  furnish  cutlery  to  all  Europe.     Merlin,  however, 
was  not  left  long  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  booty ;  the  renowned 
Dagobert,  my  father,  found  means  to  gain  possessiim  of  it,  and 
this  marvellous  knife  which  he  bequeathed  me  I  still  possess. 
Merlin  knows  it,  and  from  the  time  he  ascertained  the  faet, 
there  is  no  kind  of  enchantment,  stratagem,  and  artifice  that 
he  has  not  employed  to  deprive  me  of  this  precious  objeet.     My 
power,  which  was  much  greater  than  his  while  I  retained 
possession  of  my  book,  has  hitherto  secured  me  from  all  his 
attempts,  and  the  place  which  we  inhabit  has  remained  inae- 
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cessible  to  all  his  assaults,  but  1  tremble  lest  my  book  should 
haye  fallen  into  his  hands,  and  made  him  the  arbiter  of  our 
destinies. 

'*  1  begin  to  suspect  that  this  relentless  Ram,  whose  hatred 
is  so  flagrantly  declared  against  us,  is  no  other  than  Merlin 
himself,  who  is  seeking  to  gain  admittance  into  this  abode  by 
every  kind  of  device.  The  great  Dagobert,  my  father,  who 
foresaw  your  birth  and  the  dangers  with  which  you  would  be 
threatened,  caused  a  green  bower  to  be  prepared  in  which  you 
were  to  be  placed  as  soon  as  you  came  into  the  world  ;  it  is 
this  tower  which  has  preserved  you  from  a  thousand  mis- 
fortunes, and  will  still  protect  you  so  long  as  it  shall  not  fall 
into  the  power  of  any  man.  For  this  reason  was  it  placed  in 
the  depths  of  a  spring  called  the  Fountain  of  the  Bower,  and 
which  none  may  approach  with  impunity,  for  though  he  who 
shall  become  master  of  it  be  destined  to  possess  you  also, 
whoever  shall  dare  to  attempt  the  enterprise,  and  fail,  will  make 
it  his  tomb.  The  imprudent  Prince  of  Noisy,  whose  destiny 
it  was  to  bring  misfortune  upon  yours,  was  likely  enough  to 
have  made  the  attempt  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  but  lie  has 
perished  in  a  different  way.  Yes,  my  child,"  continued  the 
Druid,  **  this  phantom,  which  had  so  disordered  your  senses, 
you  must  efface  from  your  mind  ;  and  if,  as  you  say,  you  have 
recently  heard  his  voice,  be  assured  that  it  was  an  illusion 
produced  by  Merlin,  and  designed  as  a  snare/' 

This  was  quite  enough  to  interrupt  the  attentic»i  with  which 
the  fair  Alio  had  listened  to  the  discourse  of  her  father.  She 
turned  deadly  pale,  wept,  tore  her  hair,  and  after  going  through 
all  the  usual  manoeuvres  of  a  scene  of  real  despair,  she  fainted 
away  in  the  arms  of  her  father.  On  recovering  from  her 
swoon,  she  inquired  in  what  manner  her  darling  lover  had 
ended  his  days,  that  she  might  end  her  own  in  the  same  way. 
In  vain  did  the  Druid  observe  that  there  was  no  occasion  to 
die  for  one  who  had  been  the  only  obstacle  to  her  happiness ; 
that  it  was  his  project  to  restore  to  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  the 
knife  which  her  enemy  had  stolen  from  her,  and  afterwards  to 
join  forces  with  her  against  him ;  that  after  this  alliance  a 
career  of  glory  and  felicity  was  in  store  for  her.  Nothing  of 
all  this  was  of  any  avail,  and  the  Druid  was  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  singular  curiosity  of  his  daughter.     He  conducted  her  to 
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the  base  of  the  statue  of  Cleopatra,  caused  the  statue  to  open, 
gare  egress  to  the  amiable  Puncheon,  and  permitted  him  to 
become  yisible.  But  though  nothing  could  so  well  deserre  to 
attract  the  attention  of  Alio  as  this  charming  little  person, 
she  did  not  even  bestow  a  glance  upon  him.  He  was  dis- 
consolate at  this  mark  of  contempt,  for  he  loved  the  nymph 
with  all  his  heart,  and  his  sole  thought  was  how  he  might  serre 
her. 

The  Druid  entrusted  Puncheon  with  the  talisman  which  he 
wore  upon  his  finger,  and  enjoined  him  to  bring  back  with  all 
diligence  that  which  he  should  find  in  the  midst  of  the  liqmd 
gold  and  precious  stones  he  had  so  long  guarded,  without 
being  allowed  to  see  them.  Puncheon  was  not  absent  more 
than  a  moment  and  brought  back  a  knife  of  moderate  size.  It 
was  quite  dazzling  from  the  lustre  of  its  blade ;  had  two 
edges,  and  appeared  very  sharp  at  the  point.  The  Druid 
took  it  from  the  hand  of  Puncheon  with  some  show  of  respect, 
and  placing  it  in  those  of  his  daughter, 

"  There,"  said  he,  "  is  the  oracle  which  will  inform  you  of 
the  fate  of  him  whom  you  regret ;  I  wish  to  convince  you  by 
the  evidence  of  your  own  senses  that  there  is  no  trickery  in  this 
ordeal.  Press  the  point  of  this  knife  gently  against  the 
smoothest  part  of  the  pedestal  of  this  statue — ^the  characters 
which  it  will  trace  will  guide  your  hand  and  satisfy  your 
curiosity." 

As  soon  as  the  point  of  the  knife  was  in  contact  with  the 
stone,  it  began  to  write  with  rapidity,  and  then  suddenly  stopt. 
A  lie  then  read  what  it  had  written  ;  she  read  it  two  or  three 
times  over  that  she  might  make  the  more  sure  of  her  mis- 
fortune, and  also  to  strengthen  her  resolve  never  to  survive  it. 
Oracles  are  wont  to  deliver  themselves  in  verse.  The  ofiusiou 
of  the  knife  was  as  follows  : 

The  Seine,  jast  ^bere  its  waters  lave 

The  soil  whereon  stands  ancient  Poissy, 
Beheld  the  death,  but  not  the  grave, 

Of  the  ill-fitted  Prince  of  Noisy. 
You  who  his  cruel  fate  deplore, 

Although  you  *d  better  far  forget  it. 
To  learn  you  now  have  nothing  more 

Than  that  'twas  through  the  Ram  he  met  it. 
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The  first  impulse  of  tbe  fair  Alie  was  to  pierce  herself 
with  the  selfsame  knife  from  which  she  had  just  learnt  the 
death  of  him  whom  she  adored  ;  hut  her  father  arrested 
her  hand  and  snatched  the  knife  from  her  grasp.  After 
many  vain  efforts  to  tranquillise  her  mind,  he  persuaded  her 
at  last  to  drag  on  her  miserahle  existence  until  she  had  caught 
the  accursed  Ram,  Merlin,  and  caused  him  to  perish  amidst  the 
most  exquisite  and  prolonged  tortures.  For  you  must  he 
aware  with  what  horror  and  detestation  we  look  upon  the 
murderer  of  one  we  love,  and  that  the  extent  of  the  sufferings 
inflicted  constitutes  all  the  sweetness  of  our  revenge.  But  the 
question  was  how  to  get  hold  of  the  culprit.  The  Druid  told 
his  daughter  that  it  required  the  most  imperceptihle  artifices 
in  order  to  ensnare  him.  The  difficulties  which  Alie  saw 
hesetting  the  execution  of  her  design,  redoubled  her  impatience 
and  her  despair.  She  was  embracing  the  knees  of  her  father, 
and  conjuring  him,  as  he  loved  her,  to  employ  all  the  secrets  he 
possessed  in  order  to  hasten  the  hour  of  her  yengeance,  when 
their  attention  was  arrested  by  a  flourish  of  trumpets  from  without 
the  gates  of  the  castle.  Little  Puncheon  was  dispatched  to  see 
who  it  was,  and  returned  the  next  moment,  announcing  the 
arrival  of  a  herald  from  the  giant.  It  was  decided  that  he 
should  he  allowed  an  audience.  He  was  introduced  into  the 
state-room  of  the  palace,  where  the  Druid  received  him ;  while 
his  daughter,  attended  by  Puncheon,  set  about  melting  the 
hearts  of  all  the  groves,  fountains,  and  statues  in  the  garden, 
by  her  piteous  lamentations.  But  all  were  insensible  to  her 
grief;  the  tender-hearted  little  Puncheon  alone  kept  her 
company,  and  mingled  his  tears  with  those  which  his  mistress 
shed  over  the  memory  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy.  This  gloomy 
occupation  was  at  last  interrupted  by  the  return  of  the  Druid. 

Joy,  astonishment,  and  anxiety  were  depicted  at  one  and 
the  same  time  in  the  features  of  the  Druid  ;  although  it  is  no 
easy  matter  to  depict  them  altogether  in  the  same  face. 

**  My  daughter,"  he  exclaimed,  **  fortune  is  doing  more  for 
you  than  I  could  have  expected  from  all  my  skill.  The  enemy 
has  rendered  useless  all  the  snares  that  I  might  have  laid  for 
him  and  gives  himself  up  of  his  own  accord  into  my  hands. 
But  the  proposals  of  the  giant  exhibit  but  too  clearly  the  hand 
of  Merlin ;    he  only  could  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
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treMore  we  keep  watcb  orer :  it  is  no  longer  poodble  to  doubt 
tiiat  it  was  be  who  caused  tbe  death  of  the  Prince  oi  Noisy,  in 
order  to  gain  possession  of  the  book,  of  which  the  hapless  man 
was  nnable  to  ayail  himself  in  his  defence.  This  advantage  is 
enough  not  only  to  protect  him  from  the  yengeanee  we  meditate 
against  him,  but  might  put  him  in  a  position  to  oyerwhelm  us 
in  ruin,  were  he  not  blinded  by  the  grandeur  of  his  ]H*ojecfcs. 
His  purpose  in  coming  here  under  the  pretext  of  kaTing  his 
boms  and  his  hoofs  gilt  is  simply  to  make  himself  master  of  a 
treasure  on  which  our  destinies  are  dependent,  and  which,  since 
tbe  loss  of  my  book,  is  now  my  sole  resource.  He  thinks 
himself  so  safely  concealed  in  his  disguise  of  a  Ram,  that  he 
flatters  himself  he  will  take  us  by  surprise  in  the  midst  of 
a  blind  confidence.  He  is  to  present  himself  here  to-morrow 
for  the  ceremony  with  which  you  are  to  honour  him ;  for  I 
immediately  consented  to  all  his  proposals,  and  to-morrow  you 
shall  be  informed  what  kind  of  a  reception  I  intend  to  honour 
him  with. 

This  intelligence  suspended  the  grief  of  Alie,  which  was 
succeeded  by  the  flattering  hope  of  a  speedy  y^igeance,  and 
though  at  the  very  name  of  the  Ram  she  was  convulsed  with 
horror,  she  had  no  dearer  wish  on  earth  than  to  behold  htm. 
As  soon  as  the  day  dawned  she  sought  her  father,  who,  after 
taking  every  precaution  which  he  deemed  necessary  against 
the  designs  of  the  enchanter,  conducted  his  daughter  to  the 
statue  of  Cleopatra.  Despair  and  grief  had  greatly  worn  down 
her  looks,  nor  had  she  a  single  ornament  about  her  to  heighten 
the  effect  of  her  charms  ;  nevertheless,  to  give  you  an  idea  id 
her  beauty. 

Nor  Lombardy^s  enchanting  quecn« 
Nor  the  who  loved  the  fox  to  white^ 
"Who  once  of  Italy  had  been 
The  chief  adornment  and  delight. 
Had  ever  charms  so  passing  bright 
^8  those  of  beauteous  Alie  seen ; 
And  spite  of  her  dejected  plight. 
Her  matchless  graces  far  outshine 
E'en  Ferandiiia^s  looks  divine^ 
Not  when  to  hateful  spells  a  slave, 
A  filthy  fish's  skin  conceal'd  her; 
But  when  a  floating  car  so  brave 
In  all  her  dazxlitig  chaiuis  reveal'd  htf^ 
Like  Venus  rising  from  the  wave. 
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JUl  dii*  it  mere  futility ; 

But  I  who  of  all  tastes  poasess 

The  foolish  taste  of  constancy. 

Before  this  beauty  I  confess, 

in  homafe  shoald  have  bow^d  my  knee^ 

PerMMded  that  I  knelt  ta  thee. 

The  fair  one  accordinglj,  accompanied  by  her  father, 
repaired  to  ihe  pedestal  of  the  statue,  where  everything  was 
prepared  for  the  scene  which  was  designed  to  take  place. 
A  vase  inlaid  with  large  diamonds  was  filled  with  a  fluid  more 
precious  still,  for  it  was  the  liquid  gold  with  which  it  had  been 
promised  that  the  Ram's  hoofs  and  horns  should  be  gilt.  The 
Proid  then  gave  his  last  instructions  to  his  daughter,  not, 
however,  until  he  had  placed  his  ring  upon  her  left  hand,  and 
in  her  right  the  redoubtable  knife  of  the  sorceress. 

"Alio,*'  said  he,  after  he  had  thus  armed  her,  ''I  now 
leave  jou,  for  I  am  no  longer  proof  against  the  power  of 
enchantments  while  I  am  dispossessed  of  the  talisman  which 
I  leave  in  your  hands.  You  need  fear  nothing  from  Merlin, 
whatever  efforts  he  may  make  to  harm  you ;  remember  only 
what  1  am  about  to  tell  you.  As  soon  as  the  ram  makes  his 
appearance,  conceal  the  knife,  and  only  show  him  the  vase 
which  you  will  present  to  him.  No  sooner  will  he  have  seen  it 
than  he  will  approach  it  without  the  slightest  suspicion,  but  as 
he  knows  that  he  cannot  become  possessed  of  it  until  he  has 
touched  it  pretend  that  you  are  about  to  begin  by  gilding  his 
feet  before  you  do  anything  to  his  horns,  and  make  him  lie 
down  at  your  feet  that  you  may  the  more  conveniently  work  at 
them.  When  he  is  down  take  your  knife  and  quickly  cut  off 
as  much  wool  as  you  can  from  his  head.  If  he  abandons  his 
disguise  of  a  Ram  and  appears  as  Merlin,  which  he  will  not 
fail  to  do  if  it  be  really  he,  kill  the  enchanter  at  once  ere  he 
has  time  to  escape,  and  if  he  remain  in  the  shape  of  a  Ram 
kill  him  likewise,  and  avenge  the  wrongs  he  has  done  you. 
When  this  execution  is  over,  come  and  find  me  in  the  palace 
with  all  the  diligence  you  can.  Puncheon,  whom  1  diall 
render  invisible,  will  remain  with  you." 

The  Bruid,  after  giving  these  instructions,  embraced  his 
daughter,  and  withdrew  into  the  state  apartment.  Scarcely 
was  he  there,  when  a  flourish  of  trumpets  was  heard,  and 
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a  few  moments  after,  the  Ram,  having  exhibited  his  passport, 
appeared  in  the  middle  of  the  garden.  All  the  blood  in  AIie*8 
veins  was  in  commotion  at  the  sight  of  the  murderer  of  her 
lover,  and  so  violent  was  her  impatience  to  have  him  in  her 
power,  that  it  needed  all  the  Ram*s  confidence  in  the  success 
of  his  project  to  prevent  the  discovery  of  her  intentions. 

As  soon  as  he  was  near  Alio,  he  bowed  his  head  down  bj 
way  of  salutation.  Imagining  that  he  was  preRenting  his  horns 
to  be  gilt,  she  lost  all  command  over  herself,  and  lending 
him  a  sound  kick  in  the  middle  of  his  forehead,  '*  Lie  down 
there,  wretch!"  she  exclaimed,  "if  thou  wouldst  have  me 
touch  thee  at  all.*'  The  Ram,  who  was  probably  not  prepared 
for  this  reception,  obeyed  without  the  slightest  hesitation,  and 
laid  himself  down  at  full  length  at  her  feet.  Forgetting  then 
the  instructions  of  the  Druid,  she  was  for  at  once  making  sure 
of  her  game,  and  having  driven  her  knife  into  him  exactly  in 
the  region  of  his  heart,  it  was  not  till  then  that  she  cut  off  the 
tuft  of  wool  with  which  she  should  have  begun  her  operations. 
After  this  exploit  she  ran  to  her  father,  to  apprise  him  of  the 
death  of  the  Ram,  and  to  present  him  with  the  glorious  trophy 
of  which  she  had  shorn  him  ;  but  what  was  her  alarm  when 
she  saw  the  Druid  start  with  horror  and  surprise. 

**  Wretched  girl  !*'  he  exclaimed,  "  whose  blood  have  you 
been  shedding  ? — for  it  is  neither  that  of  the  Ram,  nor  of 
Merlin.    Behold  the  spoils  which  you  have  brought  me  !  ** 

Casting  her  eyes  then  on  the  hand  in  which,  as  she  imagined, 
she  held  the  woolly  t.uft  of  the  Ram,  she  found  it  full  of  the 
most  beautiful  fair  hair  that  was  ever  seen.  As  she  gazed 
upon  it,  a  feeling  of  horror  crept  over  her,  and  dropping  at  the 
same  time  the  hair  and  the  knife,  she  darted  wildly  away,  to 
clear  up  her  mind  as  to  the  nature  of  the  fatal  act  she  had 
just  been  committing.  It  was  in  vain  that  her  father  called 
and  ran  after  her,  nor  would  she  ever  have  stopt  but  for  the 
strange  concert  which  greeted  her  ears.  The  statues  in  the 
garden,  animated  by  some  enchantment,  seemed  to  mingle 
their  voices  in  a  doleful  chorus,  singing  : — 

Yes,  His  she,  the  Druid's  daughter, 
Guiltj  of  her  lover's  slaughter. 

All  the  birds  from  the  most  distant  groves  assemhled  round. 
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the  statues,  to  answer  the  hurtheu  of  their  chorus,  and  the 
surrounding  echoes  repeated,  one  after  the  other : — 

Yes,  'tis  the,  the  Druid's  daughter, 
Guilty  of  her  lover's  slaughter. 

The  misfortune  was,  it  so  happened  that  the  statues,  the 
hirds,  and  the  echoes,  who  all  repeated  the  same  thing,  were 
saying  nothing  hut  what  was  perfectly  true. 

The  hapless  Alie,  disengaging  herself  from  the  arms  of 
her  father,  who  had  overtaken  her  as  she  was  listening  with 
breathless  attention  to  the  words  that  fell  on  her  ear,  ran  off  in 
wild  despair  to  the  statue  of  Cleopatra.  What  a  spectacle 
was  there  for  one  whose  heart  was  filled  with  the  most  lively 
and  sincere  affection  that  being  ever  felt !  The  charming 
Prince  of  Noisy,  more  charming  even  than  when  she  beheld 
him  at  the  fountain,  lay  weltering  in  the  blood  that  was 
bubbling  from  the  frightful  gash  she  had  just  inflicted  on  him. 
She  threw  herself  upon  him,  and  for  the  first  and  last  time  in 
her  life  embraced  him.  Her  lover  feebly  opened  his  eyes, 
turned  them  with  a  languishing  expression  towards  her,  and 
then  closed  them  again  for  ever. 

I  know  not,  mademoiselle,  what  your  feelings  may  be  upon 
reading  this  passage  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  the  learned 
Mabillon  could  never  refrain  from  weeping  while  translating 
these  memoirs.  The  scene  was,  indeed,  most  touching  ;  for 
the  fair  Alie,  leaning  against  the  pedestal  of  the  statue,  held 
in  her  arms  the  bleeding  corpse  of  the  most  charming  of  men, 
and  the  most  faithful  of  lovers,  while  she  poured  over  his  face, 
and  over  the  wound  she  had  just  inflicted  on  him,  a  torrent  of 
tears.  The  Druid,  little  Puncheon,  the  sylphs,  and  all  the  birds 
of  the  vicinity  were  present,  and  all  wept  together  at  this 
deplorable  spectacle. 

The  illustrious  and  learned  translator  of  these  memoirs 
would  have  done  wisely  to  have  stopt  here  ;  for  when  the  hero 
of  the  piece  has  had  his  throat  cut  under  the  semblance  of  a 
ram,  and  has  been  recognised  again  in  propria  person^,  what 
follows  cannot  deserve  much  attention.  But  in  order  to  satisfy 
your  curiosity  as  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  Pontalie,  we 
must  proceed  to  the  end  of  the  story. 
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Although  the  Drnid  was  overwhelmed  with  grief  ancf  sarprise 
at  80  many  unforeseen  incidents,  he  was  not  a  man  to  remain 
in  the  state  in  which  we  left  him.  His  first  care  was  to 
return  to  the  palace  where  he  had  left  the  last  resource  that 
remained  to  him,  in  order  to  run  after  his  daughter.  He  com- 
manded  the  sylphs  to  remove  the  hody  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy, 
and  to  carry  it  to  the  fountain  of  the  hower,  where  he  would 
presently  join  them.  He  then  conducted  Alio  to  the  grove  of 
the  Vestals,  and  desired  little  Puncheon  not  to  leave  her,  lest 
in  her  despair  she  should  do  herself  some  violence. 

The  Druid's  orders  were  hut  ill  executed,  for  the  timid 
sylphs,  afraid  at  finding  themselves  alone  with  a  pale  and 
disfigured  corpse,  sought  out  Puncheon,  who  was  keeping  Alio 
company,  and  entreated  him  to  carry  the  hody  of  the  Prince  of 
Noisy  to  the  fountain,  while  they  should  remain  with  his 
charge.  Any  one  would  have  thought  that  this  change  in 
the  directions  of  the  Druid  could  not  he  of  the  slightest  conse- 
quence ;  nevertheless  it  had  nigh  spoilt  all,  as  will  he  seen 
in  the  sequel. 

The  Druid's  haste  was  not  without  a  motive ;  his  object 
was  to  recover  the  enchanted  knife  which  his  daughter  had 
let  fall  in  the  state  apartment.  He  had  now  nothing  to 
fear  except  the  loss  of  this  treasure,  nor  anything  to  hope 
hut  through  the  assistance  which  he  expected  from  it.  It 
so  chanced  that  Alio  had  let  it  fall  upon  its  point,  and 
whenever  the  point  of  the  knife  rested  against  any  solid 
substance  it  began  to  write.  Accordingly  he  found  the  floor 
of  the  apartment  covered  with  an  infinity  of  characters.  The 
knife,  which  was  wet  with  the  blood  of  the  unfortunate 
Prince  of  Noisy,  had  left  distinct  traces  of  the  writing  upon 
the  marble,  and  still  continued  making  fresh  marks.  The 
Druid  seized  hold  of  it  and  arrested  it ;  but  although  there 
was  not  a  language  in  the  universe  he  was  not  acquainted  with, 
he  could  not,  for  the  life  of  him,  make  out  this  which  the  knife 
had  just  been  writing.  It  consisted  entirely  of  these  words, 
repeated  over  and  over  again :  Casia,  Tuxil,  Gbimobion, 
Grina,  Naxun,  Cbadel. 

He  read  them  over  a  thousand  times,  looked  at  them  in 
a  thousand  ways,  replaced  the  point  of  the  knife  at  least 
twenty  times  against  the  marble,  but  still  it  went  on  writing 
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its  confoimded  Cabia,  TnxiL,  dec.  ^.^  which  it  commenced 
afresh  every  time.  He  imagined  that  perhaps  the  blood  with 
which  the  blade  was  soiled  had  something  to  do  with  the 
diabolical  language  which  completely  baffled  all  his  science. 
In  order  to  clear  up  his  doubts,  he  went  and  washed  it  at 
the  nearest  fountain  ;  but  the  water  only  made  the  blood 
of  a  brighter  colour,  and  seemed  to  incoi'porate  it  with  the 
dazzling  blade.  He  then  repaired  to  the  statue  of  Cleopatra 
in  order  to  return  it  into  its  former  place ;  but  no  sooner 
had  he  put  it  into  the  liquid  gold  than  it  recoTered  all  its 
brightness,  and  the  blood  disappeared.  The  Druid  thought 
that  now  it  would  express  itself  more  clearly,  but  when  he 
placed  the  point  against  the  same  spot  on  the  statue  where 
it  had  written  before,  it  still  described  the  same  characters  as 
before.  The  Druid  was  so  mortified  that  he  was  tempted  to 
shatter  it  against  the  statue,  or  to  stab  himself  with  it,  and 
60  puni^  himself  for  his  ignorance. 

Being  a  philosopher,  however,  he  finally  adopted  a  more 
rational  course.  After  shutting  it  up  again  within  the  statue, 
he  set  about  comparing  these  extraordinary  words  which 
occasioned  him  so  much  anxiety,  with  all  the  Greek,  Hebrew^ 
Syriac,  Chaldee,  and  Chinese  he  could  find.  This  occupation 
lasted  to  an  advanced  hour  of  the  night,  and  entirely  drove  out 
of  his  mind  all  thoughts  of  our  hapless  lovers.  We  shall  not 
do  amiss  if  we  leave  him  here,  and  repair  to  his  tmfortunate 
daughter. 

The  grove  of  Vestals,  where  the  sylphs  were  watching  over 
her,  exhibited  in  every  direction  whatever  could  have  relation 
to  the  virgiM  of  antiquity.  Some  were  represented  in  statues 
worshipping  the  sacred  fire  of  which  they  were  the  guardians  ; 
oth^v  seeking  refuge  in  a  glorious  suicide  from  the  violence 
of  wicked  emperors;  and  others,  in  fine,  having  yielded  to 
less  brilliant  temptations,  were  about  to  undergo  the  severe 
punishment  they  had  incurred. 

No  sooner  had  the  Druid  left  his  daughter  in  th<»  grove  of 
Vestals,  than  the  tender  and  despairing  fair  one  fell  into  a 
swoon.  On  returning  to  her  senses,  her  grief  broke  out  afresh  ; 
the  most  heartrending  cries  and  fits  of  the  wildest  despair, 
which  no  pen  can  describe,  now  ensued  ;  she  besought  heaven 
and  «arth,  and  the  sylphs  attending  on  her,  to  restore  to  her 
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the  object  of  her  adoration,  whose  days  she  had  cut  off  with 
her  own  hand. 

But  to  what  a  plight  was  she  reduced  on  beholding  her 
hands  and  her  garments  stained  with  the  murder  of  the 
unhappy  Ram  !  At  this  spectacle  her  despair  reached  its  last 
extreme,  and  delirium  rescued  her  from  its  horrors,  as  it  had 
done  a  few  days  before.  She  suddenly  began  to  stretch  her 
eyes  wide  open,  and  fancying  herself  a  restal,  the  victim  of  a 
false  accusation,  and  about  to  be  burnt  alive,  she  asked  for  her 
tablets  that  she  might  write  the  dying  sentiments  of  her  heart, 
and  give  them  to  the  sylphs  to  be  delivered  to  her  dear  lover. 

The  sylphs  were  frightened  at  the  wandering  condition  of 
her  mind,  and  started  back  a  few  steps.  Whereupon  Alie 
exclaimed  : — 

''  Degenerate  virgins !  you  are  not  worthy  the  precious 
charge  which  you  refuse.  But  I  see  him  myself,**  she  added, 
hurriedly  rising  from  the  ground,  **  I  see  the  dearly  beloved 
shade  who  is  approaching,  to  receive  my  last  farewell !  ** 

This  was  quite  enough  to  procure  her  full  and  entire  liberty ; 
a  fact  which  would  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  nymphs  who 
guarded  Alie  were  not  true  sylphs,  but  mere  village  maidens  in 
disguise,  for  they  took  to  their  heels  directly  their  mistress  had 
said  she  saw  the  shade  of  her  lover  ;  while  the  fair  Alie,  her 
thoughts  still  bent  on  the  same  idea,  darted  off  like  a  mad 
woman,  fancying  herself  Li  pursuit  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy, 
and  calling  upon  him  aloud. 

She  had  reached  the  door  of  the  garden  ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  door  was  shut,  fancied  her  lover  had  made  his 
escape  through  it.  This  obstacle. would  have  at  once  put  an 
end  to  her  chase  ;  for  not  all  the  art,  nor  all  the  strength  in 
the  world,  could  open  a  door  which  was  kept  shut  by  enchant- 
ment, had  it  not  been  for  the  ring  which  Alie  wore  on  her 
finger,  and  which  her  father  had  given  her  as  a  protection 
against  the  wiles  of  Merlin.  She  accidentally  struck  the 
garden  door  with  her  hand,  and  no  sooner  had  the  talisman 
touched  it,  than  it  flew  open,  and  the  charming  Alie  was  left 
to  range  at  will. 

She  crossed  the  bridge,  which,  but  a  short  time  before,  had 
caused  her  so  much  alarm,  but  without  knowing  that  it  was 
the  handiwork  of  the  poor  Ram.    Had  she  known  it,  I  know  not 
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what  would  have  become  of  ber,  for  she  could  not  fail  to  have 
stopt  upon  it,  in  order  to  indulge  in  some  passionate  excla- 
mation ;  and  if  she  had  accidentally  touched  it  with  her  ring, 
farewell  bridge  and  nymph  too,  for  every  enchantment  was 
destroyed  the  moment  the  ring  touched  it.  When  fortune 
owes  us  a  grudge,  however,  we  only  avoid  one  danger  to  fall 
into  a  greater. 

The  giant  Moulineau  had  not  failed  to  betake  himself  to  the 
garden-door,  that  he  might  be  introduced  into  the  place  as  soon 
as  the  Druid  was  dead,  according  to  the  scheme  ho  and  his 
prime  minister  had  concerted  together  ;  and  while  the  mournful 
Bcene  we  have  just  related  was  enacting  within,  he  never 
ceased  hovering  without.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  so 
long  a  delay  ere  the  revolution  was  accomplished  that  was  to 
put  him  in  possession  of  his  mistress  and  the  treasures  of  the 
Druid,  and  which  was  to  be  brought  about  at  the  expense  only 
of  a  few  butts  of  the  Ram's  horns.  Sometimes  he  would  fancv 
that  the  Ram  had  betrayed  him  ;  and  sometimes  that  he  had 
been  betrayed  himself.  But,  at  last,  night  had  surprised  him 
in  the  midst  of  his  impatience  and  his  reflections,  and  he  had 
just  crossed  the  bridge  in  order  to  regain  his  quarters,  when 
the  unfortunate  Alio,  perceiving  him  through  the  darkness, 
took  him  at  first  for  the  beloved  shade  she  was  pursuing, 
and  doubling  her  pace,  "Dear  prince!"  she  exclaimed, 
"stay  and  receive  the  last  sighs  of  thy  cruel,  thy  innocent 
murderess !  " 

The  enamoured  Moulineau  recognised  the  voice  that  now 
greeted  his  ears,  and  albeit  it  was  the  same  which  had  called 
him  dwarf,  he  turned  round  and  beheld  a  face  whose  lustre  dis- 
sipated the  shades  of  night.  What  were  his  thoughts  when  he 
beheld  the  fair  Alio  precipitate  herself  into  his  arms  !  He 
imagined  that  the  faithful  Ram  had  murdered  the  Druid,  and 
that  his  daughter,  henceforward  mistress  of  her  own  actions, 
was  now  taking  the  earliest  opportunity  of  abandoning  herself 
to  the  inclination  she  had  always  felt  for  him. 

The  author  of  these  memoirs  was  much  to  blame  for  breaking 
off  the  adventure  at  this  critical  juncture,  in  order  to  return 
into  the  Druid's  castle.  The  hour  was  dangerous,  fancy  will  lead 
UB  far  afield,  and  giants  are  not  without  their  fascinations. 

While  the  one  in  question  was  moved  to  a  transport  by  so 
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unexpected  a  piece  of  good  fortune,  the  Braid,  after  rainly 
tamiDg  over  the  leaves  of  all  his  ancient  manuscripts,  at  length 
bethought  himself  of  his  daughter,  but  believing  her  safe  under 
the  guardianship  of  Puncheon,  he  betook  himself  to  the  foun- 
tain of  the  bower,  in  order  to  dispose  of  tbe  body  of  the 
unfortunate  Prince  of  Noisy  in  the  manner  he  had  resolved 
on.  No  sooner,  however,  was  he  in  the  middle  garden  than 
he  caught  sight  of  the  sylphs,  some  of  whom  were  hiding 
behind  the  palisades,  while  others  were  flying  at  his  approach  ; 
he  called  to  them  in  a  loud  voice,  inquiring  what  they  had 
done  with  the  prince,  but  they  seemed  far  from  inclined  to 
turn  back  and  answer  the  question.  When  he  found  he  could 
obtain  no  satisfaction,  he  hastened  with  all  speed  to  the 
fountain,  where  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  finding  little 
Puncheon  giving  way  to  the  most  violent  despair. 

**  What  dost  thou  here  ?  '*  said  the  Druid,  **  and  what  has 
become  of  my  daughter  ?  " 

•*  Your  daughter,"  replied  the  disconsolate  Puncheon,  •*  is  in 
perfect  safety,  under  the  guardianship  of  the  sylphs ;  but  as 
for  the  body  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy,  which  I  had  taken  eharge 
of,  it  is  lost  in  spite  of  all  my  care.  I  was  weeping  be«de  his 
eorpse,  deploring  his  cruel  fate,  and  sympathising  with  the 
misfortunes  of  the  fair  Alio,  when  suddenly  I  beheld  standing 
at  my  side  a  man  whose  aspect,  next  to  that  of  yourself,  was 
the  most  dignified  and  venerable  of  any  in  the  whole  wide 
world.  After  shedding  tears  at  the  melancholy  adventure 
which  I  related  to  him  in  a  few  words,  this  man  told  me  that, 
instead  of  shedding  useless  tears  over  the  fate  of  him  I 
regretted,  I  ought  to  perform  the  only  duty  which  could  now 
be  paid  him,  that  is,  to  plunge  his  body  into  the  fountain  in 
order  to  cleanse  it  of  the  blood  with  which  it  was  stained,  pre- 
paratory to  your  coming  to  burn  it.  I  believed  him  ;  but  no 
Booner  did  the  body  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy  touch  the  water, 
than  it  disappeared  to  the  bottom  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts  to 
retain  it,  and  at  the  same  moment  the  green  bower  rising  to 
the  surface,  the  man  seized  it  and  vanished  before  my  eyes. 

**  All  is  over  then  !  "  cried  the  Druid,  **  cruel  Merlin,  thoa 
hast  vanquished  at  last!  but  as  for  thee,  wretch,*'  said  he, 
turning  to  Puncheon,  ''who  hast  filled  up  the  measnie  of 
my  woes^  tremble  at  tibe  puuishment  that  awaite  thee.** 
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The  miserable  Puncheon  waa  more  dead  than  alive  when  he 
heard  these  words  ;  nevertheless  the  Druid  had  not  yet  learnt 
the  full  extent  of  his  misfortunes.  He  condncted  the  guilty 
Puncheon  to  the  statue  of  Cleopatra  in  order  to  shut  him  up 
therein :  hut  this  same  statue  which  had  opened  without  the 
assistance  of  the  talisman  when  the  knife  was  returned  to  it, 
now  refused  to  open  to  admit  Puncheon. 

It  was  then  that  the  Druid  remembered  he  had  left  his  ring 
upon  his  daughter's  finger,  and  ran  to  the  grove  of  Vestals  to 
fetch  it,  but  with  how  vain  a  result  "you  need  not  be  told. 
Hereupon  fresh  alarms  seized  upon  the  old  Druid,  who  broke 
forth  into  fresh  reproaches  and  fresh  menaces  towards  the 
luckless  Puncheon.  He  then  hastened  back  to  his  palace  in 
search  of  Alie,  and  failing  to  find  her  there,  looked  for  her  in 
every  corner  of  the  garden.  He  was  nigh  reduced  to  the 
last  extremity  of  despair,  when  raising  his  eyes  to  heaven,  as 
people  do  when  overtaken  by  unforeseen  disasters,  he  thought 
he  discovered  a  new  star  there.  There  is  no  astronomer  in 
the  world  whose  grief,  however  intense,  will  not  vanish  at 
the  prospect  of  a  new  discovery  in  the  celestial  regions.  He 
perceived  at  once  that  it  was  either  a  comet  or  some  other 
phenomenon,  and  the  next  minute  he  found  that  he  could  make 
nothing  of  it  at  all.  It  was  some  luminous  object,  which  seemed 
suspended  in  the  air,  and  grew  bigger  and  bigger  as  it  drew 
nearer  to  the  earth.  At  last  he  discovered  that  it  must  be 
a  chariot  encircled  with  light,  and  that  it  was  performing 
a  vast  circuit  round  the  garden.  When  it  had  reached  the 
height  of  the  palisades,  be  saw  that  it  was  drawn  by  two 
unicorns  carrying  torches  at  the  top  of  their  horns.  Soon  after 
this  chariot,  whose  appearance  filled  him  with  astonishment, 
alighted  in  the  midst  of  the  garden.  As  he  was  not  a  man  to 
be  alarmed  at  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  prodigy,  he  advanced 
towards  the  chariot.  All  the  lights  which  he  had  seen  up  in 
the  air  he  found  were  so  many  torches  placed  in  sheaths  which 
surrounded  the  chariot,  and  the  horns  of  the  animals  drawing 
the  chariot  were  nothing  more  than  two  large  sheaths  with 
each  a  lighted  torch  in  it. 

While  the  Druid's  attention  was  entirely  engrossed  by  this 
novel  spectacle,  the  chariot  opened,  and  gave  egress  to  the 
Mother  of  Sheaths,  who  held  forth  her  hand  to  him.     She  was 
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a  woman  of  comely  appearance,  and  who  carried  her  years  so 
welly  that  she  appeared  to  he  scarcely  forty,  whereas  she  was 
nearer  four  hundred.  She  wore  an  andrienne  of  crimson  velvet, 
emhi*oidered  all  over  with  golden  sheaths.  **  Let  some  one  who 
will  answer  for  its  safety  take  care  of  this  coach,"  said  she, 
addressing  the  Druid,  **  it  may  turn  out  of  some  assistance  to 
you  in  your  present  difficulties.  I  did  not  know  of  them  till 
to-day,  when  I  found  them  out  hy  chance  ;  and  I  also  found, 
on  examining  my  hooks,  that  what  I  am  in  search  of  is  not 
very  far  from  here.  It  is  not  seven  minutes  since  I  left  Moulins. 
I  might,  perhaps,  have  prevented  the  fatal  accident  which 
has  just  hefallen  you,  had  I  known  that  which  has  so  long 
heen  hidden  from  me.  But  come,  we  will  go  and  repose 
ourselves  within  your  palace." 

The  Druid  called  Puncheon,  who  was  standing  at  a  respectful 
distance,  and  commanded  him,  in  a  severe  tone,  to  take  the 
chariot  into  the  grove  of  the  Vestals,  and  there  keep  watch 
over  it.  On  entering  the  palace,  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  was 
struck  at  sight  of  the  characters  which  the  knife  had  traced  on  the 
marhle  floor.     She  trembled,  and  stood  motionless  before  them. 

**  What  do  I  see  ?**  she  exclaimed,  "  and  by  what  accident 
has  my  precious  knife  escaped  from  the  hands  of  the  perfidious 
Merlin,  that  it  might  thus  console  you  amidst  your  misfortunes 
in  a  language  unknown  to  every  other  mortal  ?  *' 

The  Druid,  struck  with  astonishment,  without  telling  her, 
however,  anything  about  his  adventure  with  the  knife,  entreated 
her  to  explain  the  mystic  words  to  him,  since  they  appeared  to 
concern  himself.  '<  This,"  said  the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  ''is 
their  signification :" 

111  can  ne*er  befal  your  daughter 

While  the  bower  you  retain  ; 
Let  the  Ram  avoid  the  water. 

And  his  life  will  safe  remain. 

The  learned  Mabillon  assures  us,  that  at  this  interpretation 
the  Druid  turned  as  white  as  the  ruffles  of  the  Mother  of 
Sheaths,  hut  that  nevertheless  he  would  not  inform  her  how 
matters  really  stood.  The  enchantress,  observing  his  agitation, 
said  to  the  Druid,  '^  Let  us  pass  into  another  apartment,  where 
I  may  more  conveniently  acquaint  you  with  certain  matten 
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which  have  doubtless  escaped  that  universal  knowledge  with 
which  art  and  nature  have  endowed  you."  Whereupon  the 
Bruid  conducted  her  into  the  gallery  of  paintings. 

It  was  quite  an  enchanted  spot.  He  had  caused  a  set  of 
furniture  to  be  painted  in  fresco  on  the  walls,  in  which  gold  was 
seen  to  sparkle  amidst  the  most  brilliant  and  variegated  colours  ; 
and  so  admirably  was  everything  imitated,  that  no  one  would 
have  taken  it  for  anything  but  real  tapestry.  Grotesque  figures, 
strange  musical  instruments,  Chinese  birds,  and  a  thousand 
different  sorts  of  Indian  flowers,  formed  the  chief  subjects  of 
the  ornaments.  The  pictures,  with  which  the  apartment  was 
hung,  represented  neither  the  past  nor  the  present ;  they  would 
have  been  unworthy  the  science  and  the  skill  of  the  Druid. 
The  finest  piece  which  adorned  this  superb  hall  was  the  portrait 
of  a  great  and  august  prince,  who  was  destined  in  a  future  age 
to  unite  the  vast  empire  of  Gaul  under  his  dominion,  and  whose 
glory  should  extend  to  undiscovered  climes.  The  Mother  of 
Sheaths  recognised  him,  although  he  was  not  to  be  born  till 
nine  hundred  years  after ;  and  as  soon  as  she  had  devoted 
some  further  attention  to  the  rest  of  the  ornaments,  she  seated 
herself  on  a  magnificent  couch,  and  made  the  Druid  take  his 
place  beside  her,  that  she  might  relate  her  adventures. 

The  Druid  was  in  no  fit  state  to  pay  any  attention  to  the 
discourse  of  the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  for  the  interpretation  she 
had  given  him  of  the  characters  in  the  state  apartment^  and  the 
desire  of  recovering  his  daughter,  so  agitated  his  mind  that,  with 
all  his  efforts,  he  could  barely  control  his  feelings  ;  nevertheless 
he  listened  with  apparent  tranquillity  to  the  enchantress,  who 
spoke  as  follows : 


STORY  OP  THE  MOTHER  OP  SHEATHS. 

**  Although  I  know  that  you  are  acquainted  with  a  portion  of 
what  concerns  me,  I  am  very  certain  that  the  most  essential 
and  the  most  singular  portion  is  unknown  to  you  ;  and  it  is  of 
this  that  I  am  now  about  to  treat  in  the  most  succinct  manner 
I  can. 

*'  I  am  a  daughter  of  the  first  sovereign  of  Armorica.  At 
my  birth  I  received  the  name  of  Fhiloelea,  a  very  different 
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one  from  thai  which  popular  tradition  has  for  the  last  centuzy 
bestowed  on  me.  I  came  into  the  world  with  as  mueh  beauty 
as  it  is  possible  to  have  at  so  early  a  period  ;  but  subsequently 
it  became  so  marveUoua  that  I  grew  to  be  considered  a  miracle 
of  beauty  ;  and  my  stars,  to  which  I  was  indebted  for  this 
advantage*  had  so  ordered  matters  that  I  was  endowed  with 
wit  snrpasung  even  the  brilliancy  of  my  personal  graces,  and 
this  saved  me  from  being  daszled  by  them.  Those  whom 
my  charms  attracted  only  succeeded  in  engagiz^  my  attentioa 
in  so  far  as  they  were  distinguished  by  their  genius  or  endow- 
ments. It  was  long  ere  I  found  one  whom  I  considered  worthy 
of  my  choice.  Solitude  was  my  whole  delight,  and  reading  my 
a^e  amusement.  My  father,  the  most  magnificent  prince  of 
his  age,  was  at  the  same  time  the  most  ignorant ;  neyerthe- 
leas,  he  had  collected  together  at  considerable  expense  the 
rarest  and  most  curious  books  in  the  world,  but  never  in 
his  life  had  he  opened  a  single  volume.  This  library  was 
my  habitual  refuge,  and  from  my  reading  at  that  time,  and 
my  particular  choice  of  books,  I  drew  the  first  dements  of 
tlmi  knowledge  which  has  since  acquired  for  me  so  muck 
renown. 

'<  An  unceasing  application,  joined  to  the  natural  penetraticm 
of  my  mindy  soon  rendered  me  mistress  of  the  most  abstruse 
characters,  and  enabled  me  to  decipher  the  obscure  works 
with  which  this  library  was  filled.  The  most  precious  of  all 
these  volumes,  however,  remained  for  a  long  time  impenetrable 
to  all  my  researches.  It  contained  an  infinite  number  of  plants 
and  flowers,  sometimes  mingled  together,  sometimes  ranged  in 
separate  rows,  and  sometimes  intermixed  with  the  signs  given 
by  astronomers  to  the  different  planets  and  constellations.  I 
made  no  doubt  but  these  were  hieroglyphics  used  instead  of 
the  various  characters  in  which  the  other  books  were  written. 
At  length  I  succeeded  in  mastering  this  difficult  language, 
imknown  to  all  else,  in  spite  of  the  barrier  of  mystery  and 
enigma  with  which  it  was  hedged  round.  I  was  but  too 
richly  rewarded  for  my  pains  and  nightly  vigils  by  the  secrets 
which  were  revealed  to  me  in  this  book. 

**  My  father,  who  never  found  any  other  fault  with  me,  than 
that  of  being  too  passionately  devoted  to  reading,  had  frequently 
threatened  me  with  having  all  these  books  thrown  into  the  fire. 
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One  4aj  be  ewne  and  tore  me  away  from  my  library  in  order 
to  take  me  out  a  hawking  with  htm.  I  was  dreat  in  a  hunting 
8iiit>  and  Bet  on  horseback.  Thus  equipped,  and  surrounded 
by  a  bnlltant  suite  of  both  sexes,  I  eclipsed  all  the  women,  and 
eharmed  all  the  men»  without  being  aware  that  I  was  doing 
either  one  or  the  other. 

'<  We  were  in  the  midst  of  a  Taat  plain,  spreading  on  each 
aide  of  a  considerable  river.  As  soon  as  the  hawks  were  let 
fly  a  thousand  shouts  rent  the  air»  and  my  horse  taking 
fright  carried  me  rapidly  off  in  the  direction  of  the  river.  He 
leapt  in,  and  after  swimming  across  it  never  ceased  running 
until  he  was  in  the  midst  of  a  wood.  I  alighted,  tied  my  horse 
tea  tree»  and  eharmed  at  the  accident  which  had  separated 
me  from  an  imp<Nrtttnate  crowd,  I  began  to  walk  about,  and 
after  s<»ne  tin^,  finding  a  suitable  resting*place,  I  sat  down  on 
a  bank  of  turf  at  the  foot  of  an  old  oak.  Here  I  gave  myself 
up  to  my  reflections.  I  was  so  absorbed  that  the  day  was 
iJready  sinking  when  I  was  roused  frocai  them  by  rather  a  loud 
noise  proceeding  from  the  top  of  the  tree  against  which  I  was 
reclining.  It  was  a  large  owl,  who  was  tumbling  down  from 
branidi  to  branch,  and  having  at  last  entangled  himself  by  a 
number  of  straggling  fibres  hanging  to  his  claws,  I  took  him 
for  the  bird  whidk  had  been  the  object  of  our  sport.  Birds  of 
this  species  are  usually  the  common  butt  and  laughing-stock 
of  all  the  rest.  But  as  I  was  of  quite  a  different  feeling,  I 
set  him  free.  Instead  of  flying  away,  however,  when  I  had 
liberated  him,  the  set  himself  on  the  ground  within  two 
paces  of  me»  and  looked  at  me  fixedly.  The  gathering  dark- 
ness was  beginning  to  allow  him  the  use  of  his  eyes,  of 
which  the  light  of  day  had  deprived  him.  Instead  of  speaking 
to  me  (as  I  expected  he  was  about  to  do)  after  ogling  me  so 
long,  he  gave  a  little  cry,  fluttered  his  wings,  and  flew  away. 
His  flight  was  not  rapid,  and  perching  himself  on  an  oak 
within  ten  paces,  he  uttered  another  cry.  I  drew  near,  but  the 
owl  vanished,  and  I  beheld  a  ray  of  light  shining  from  the 
place  where  I  had  last  seen  him.  A  few  minutes  after,  several 
lighted  torches  appeared  in  the  wood,  and  a  party  of  those  who 
had  been  dispatched  in  search  of  me  in  every  direction,  having 
found  me  out,  I  returned  to  the  court  of  my  father  at  an 
advanced  hour  of  the  night. 
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«  From  that  daj  forth  I  was  forbidden  to  go  into  the  library  ; 
all  that  was  allowed  roe  was  a  single  book.  It  was  that  con- 
taining the  hieroglyphics ;  and  as  my  father  fancied  I  had  it 
only  to  look  at  the  pictures,  I  was  allowed  to  take  it  with  me 
in  my  solitary  walks.  They  were  usually  in  the  direction  of 
the  wood  where  I  had  seen  the  owl.  One  day  I  had  pene- 
trated a  considerable  way  into  it  after  leaving  my  attendants 
behind,  that  I  might  be  more  at  liberty.  I  wished  to  stay 
until  sunset,  in  the  hopes  of  seeing  the  owl  again.  I 
examined  every  tree  with  care,  but  without  discovering  that 
from  which  I  had  seen  the  ray  of  light  shining  ;  at  last,  having 
tired  myself  out  in  this  fruitless  search,  I  lay  down  on  the  grass 
and  fell  into  a  profound  sleep.  It  was  of  no  long  duration,  and 
what  caused  me  to  wake  up  was  feeling  myself  almost  in  the 
arms  of  a  man,  or  rather  of  one  of  those  half-human  figures  such 
as  satyrs  are  painted.  His  face  was  similar  to  theirs,  and, 
although  he  hsA  neither  their  horns  nor  their  hoofs,  his  body 
was  bristling  with  frightful  hair.  My  struggles  and  mj 
screams  would  perhaps  have  been  vain,  had  not  the  most 
terrible  owl  that  could  possibly  exist  scared  the  monster  away. 
He  retired  a  short  distance,  and  raising  his  eyes  to  see 
whence  the  cry  came,  beheld  at  the  same  time  that  I  did  a 
luminous  object  in  the  claws  of  the  owl,  who,  swooping  down 
upon  him,  stretched  him  at  my  feet.  I  thought  he  was  struck 
by  lightning  ;  the  earth  was  bathed  in  his  blood,  and  notwith- 
standing my  horror  of  him,  I  could  not  refrain  approaching  him 
to  satisfy  my  curiosity  as  to  how  he  had  received  this  deadly 
blow.  He  had  fallen  on  his  back,  and  I  beheld  the  handle  of 
a  knife,  the  whole  blade  of  which  appeared  buried  in  his  heart. 
On  drawing  it  out,  every  portion  of  the  blade  which  was  not 
covered  with  blood  dazzled  my  eyes  by  its  extreme  lustre.  As 
soon  as  I  was  in  possession  of  the  knife  I  fancied  myself  mistress 
of  the  most  precious  treasure  in  the  world,  nor  was  I  mistaken. 
I  wished  to  cleanse  the  blade  by  dipping  it  into  a  clear  spring 
issuing  from  a  rock  within  a  few  steps  of  where  I  stood,  but  it 
was  in  vain,  for  the  water  only  made  the  blood-marks  brighter. 
This  prodigy  astonished  me,  but  soon  a  fresh  miracle  increased 
my  astonishment.  I  was  pressing  the  point  of  the  knife  against 
the  rock,  to  see  if  I  could  not  thus  efface  the  marks,  when  the 
knife  appeared  animated  by  an  impulse  to  which  I  yielded, 
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and  following  the  movements  which  it  gave  mj  hand,  I  traced 
a  number  of  hieroglyphiQ,s.  The  words  formed  by  them  were 
in  the  same  language  as  that  written  in  your  state  apartment, 
and  which  I  had  learnt  in  the  book  before-mentioned.  This  is 
what  was  written  on  the  rock : 

**' Beauty,  whoso  youthful  heart  hath  paid 
No  tribute  yet  to  tyrant  love, 
Whilst  thou  dost  keep  this  magic  blade, 
A  trusty  guardian  it  will  prove.' 

**  I  have  given  these  early  incidents  of  my  life  at  some  length, 
because  they  were  unknown  to  you  ;  of  the  rest  I  shall  speak 
more  succinctly. 

*'  I  pos^ssed  two  inestimable  treasures,  which  by  raising  me 
above  all  ordinary  knowledge,  left  me  no  inclination  but  for 
the  most  sublime  speculations.  All  the  means  I  had  em- 
ployed to  cleanse  my  knife  of  the  blood  which  stained  it,  had 
failed.  One  day  I  took  it  into  my  head  to  scrape  it  with  the 
point  of  a  golden  bodkin ;  the  gold  melted,  and  the  blood- 
stains disappearing  without  leaving  the  faintest  trace,  the  knife 
once  more  became  as  bright  as  the  stars  of  heaven.  I  con- 
sulted it  in  every  strait,  and  always  succeeded  in  overcoming 
my  difficulties  by  attending  to  its  injunctions.  I  know  now  that 
it  is  only  while  it  is  stained  with  blood  that  it  expresses  itself  in 
this  unknown  language.  I  have  sometimes  fancied  that  it  was 
the  knife  with  which.  A  polio  flayed  Marsyas,  on  account  of  its 
uttering  oracles,  and  uttering  them  always  in  verse.  But  to 
conclude. 

**  I  remained  with  my  father,  refusing  offers  with  which  I 
was  unceasingly  tormented,  and  retaining  all  the  brilliancy  of 
my  youthful  charms ;  while  I  beheld  those  of  my  own  age 
gradually  lose  theirs  with  the  flight  of  time.  I  perceived 
that  people  grew  tired  of  a  beauty  with  which  they  had  become 
familiar,  and  tired  of  it  myself,  I  left  my  native  soil  to 
make  fresh  discoveries  in  foreign  countries.  I  visited  Egypt, 
Africa,  Persia,  and  the  Indies.  Several  centuries  having 
elapsed  during  these  different  voyages,  and  the  long  stay  I 
made  in  these  regions,  I  determined  at  length  to  return  to 
Europe,  and  enrich  it  with  the  result  of  so  many  labours  and 
such  arduous  researches.  I  found  the  reputation  of  the  renowned 
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Merlin  unirenally  spread  abroad.  The  desire  of  aseertaimng 
whether  his  science  was  in  reality  so  marvellous  as  to  deserve 
this  reputation,  caused  me  to  make  a  journey  into  England. 
When  I  performed  this  Toyage,  I  assumed  the  appearance 
which  I  now  present,  and  found  Merlin  equal  to  all  that  had 
been  rumoured  of  him.  He  is  of  illustrious  extraction,  being 
descended  like  myself  from  the  first  sovereigns  of  Armorica, 
whose  descendants  established  themselves  in  the  province  of 
Cornwall,  of  which  Merlin  is  invested  with  the  dukedom. 

**  The  favour  of  the  King  of  England  threw  a  halo  of  dis- 
tinction about  Merlin,  of  which  I  found  him  perfectly  deserving. 
I  was  delighted  with  his  wit,  but  with  his  natural  dispositioa 
I  was  not  so  well  satisfied,  although  he  concealed  it  as  much  aa 
he  was  able,  under  a  great  show  of  sinceiity,  but  which  was  only 
the  mask  of  a  degree  of  artifice,  amounting  almost  to  down- 
right knavery.  I  soon  discovered  that  all  his  eagerness  to 
make  himself  agreeable  to  me,  and  to  insinuate  himself  in  mj 
good  graces,  was  with  an  interested  motive.  He  frequently 
spoke  to  me  of  the  marvellous  Philoclea,  mentioned  in  some 
chronicle  of  Brittany,  and  whom  some  supposed  to  be  still 
among  the  living.  He  also  mentioned  an  enchanted  knife 
which  had  rendered  this  famous  beauty  immortal ;  and  while 
he  was  speaking  of  these  things,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  me  with 
scrutinising  attention.  This  was  quite  sufficient  to  awaken  my 
apprehensions  ;  accordingly,  I  had  recourse  to  my  knife,  wl^h 
informed  me  that  Merlin  was  aiming  at  the  possesion  ^'  the 
most  precious  of  my  treasures.  All  my  science  being  insuf- 
ficient to  secure  me  against  the  stratagems  of  a  man  who 
appeared  to  have  discovered  my  identity,  I  quitted  England  and 
took  refuge  at  the  foot  of  the  Apennines,  where,  in  order  to  evade 
his  pursuit  and  his  designs  against  me.  I  assumed  the  appear- 
ance of  decrepitude.  Nevertheless,  all  my  precautions  proved 
unavailing,  and  the  traitor  ended  by  robbing  me  of  my  knife. 

**  You  already  know  a  part  of  what  subsequently  befel  me  ; 
you  know  the  object  of  all  those  sheaths  which  hare  acquired 
me  the  n&me  of  the  Mother  of  Sheaths ;  and  you  also  koow 
the  motive  of  my  visit  to  France.  I  am  acquainted  with  the 
events  which  have  befallen  you  during  the  last  two  days  ;  and 
I  am  come  hither  in  order  to  offer  you  the  assistance  of  my  skiH 
in  oonjuncUon  with  your  own.     The  pei*fidiotts  Merlin,  banished 
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from  England,  has  not  only  found  an  asylum  in  the  court  of 
Pepin,  but  the  favour  into  which  he  has  newly  risen  there,  has 
put  him  in  possession  of  the  principality  of  Noisy  ;  and  here 
he  has  brought  up  his  son  in  the  same  fear  of  your  vicinage  as 
you  liave  always  entertained  of  his.  You  see  that  the  stars 
have  laughed  at  all  the  precautions  which  both  of  you  haye 
taken  to  keep  asunder  two  hearts  whose  mutual  affection  was 
destined  to  be  so  fatal  to  their  union.  The  book  I  mentioned 
to  you  has  informed  me  of  all  these  things,  and  promises  me 
the  recovery  of  the  treasure  which  Merlin  stole  from  me.  I 
knoF  the  means  of  rescuing  his  son  from  the  jaws  of  death  ; 
and  it  is  only  by  restoring  this  son  to  him  that  I  can  obtain 
from  the  enchanter  the  restitution  of  my  knife.  It  is  for  you  to 
inform  me  by  what  chance  it  escaped  from  his  hands,  to  become 
the  instrument  of  his  son's  murder,  and  to  trace  the  characters 
which  I  have  just  read  upon  the  marble  of  your  apartment.** 

The  Druid,  overwhelmed  with  affliction,  unable  any  longer 
to  constrain  himself,  and  feeling,  moreover,  how  much  the 
assistance  of  the  enchantress  was  needful  to  him,  threw  himself 
at  her  feet,  and  bathing  her  knees  in  tears,  acquainted  her  with 
the  existing  state  of  affairs. 

"  What !  "  cried  the  Mother  of  Sheaths,  "  the  Prince  of 
Noisy  has  disappeared  in  the  fountain  !  Alie's  bower,  after 
appearing  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  has  been  carried  off  by 
Merlin  1  (for  be  sure  it  is  no  other  than  he  who  has  cafmmitted 
this  robbery,)  and  your  daughter  is  lost !  Was  there  ever 
such  a  string  of  misfortunes !  The  loss  of  Alie,  which  seems 
to  afflict  you  more  than  any  other,  fills  tee  with  apprehensions 
for  your  sake,  for  you  cannot  find  h^  until  you  reeov^  the 
bower ;  and  how  can  you  expect  such  an  event  when  your  most 
cruel  enemy  is  in  possession  of  it  ?  And  that  enemy,  the  same 
Merlin,  who,  in  spite  of  all  my  precautions,  robbed  me  of  my 
knife  )  "  As  she  spoke  these  words,  a  few  tears  trickled  from 
the  eyes  of  the  enchantress,  and  in  a  tone  full  of  the  deepest 
sorrow,  she  repeated  the  verses  which  the  knife  had  (raeed  in 
the  forest. 

"*  Whilst  Hmq  dost  k«ep  fhls  xnag!c  bkde, 
A  tnutj  gawdim  it  will  prove.* 

'<Sii0h  were  thy  injunctions,"  she  ocmtinued,  "prerioua 
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treasure,  wbich  I  so  feared  to  lose,  and  whose  loss  has  cost  me 
such  bitter  pangs  of  remorse — pangs  which  I  shall  never  cease 
to  feel.  Alas  !  what  more  could  I  do  to  preserve  thee  ?  Why 
didst  thou  not  preserve  me  likewise  according  to  thy  promise, 
when  the  enchanted  chariot  appeared  before  me  in  ^e  wilder- 
ness of  the  Apennines  ?  " 

The  Druid,  at  this  outbreak  of  grief  on  the  part  of  the 
Mother  of  Sheaths,  thought  he  could  not  select  a  more  pro- 
pitious moment  for  informing  her  that  this  knife,  so  precious  to 
her,  and  so  much  regretted,  was  in  his  possession,  and  at  the 
same  time  offering  to  restore  it  to  her.  She  was  so  transported 
with  delight  at  this  piece  of  intelligence,  that  she  had  nigh 
fallen  into  a  swoon.  The  Druid  conducted  her  to  the  statue 
of  Cleopatra,  forgetting,  however,  that  he  no  longer  possessed 
the  ring  which  alone  had  the  power  of  opening  it.  Accordingly, 
he  stopt  short  before  the  statue,  and  was  forced  to  confess  to 
the  enchantress  that,  together  with  his  daughter,  he  had  also 
lost  the  talisman  which  was  upon  her  finger,  informing  her  at 
the  same  time  that  this  ring  was  the  only  key  to  the  statue  in 
which  her  knife  was  enclosed.  The  enchantress,  in  a  state  of 
despair,  resolved  to  employ  her  whole  science  in  order  to 
triumph  over  the  obstacles  which  stood  between  her  and  the 
object  of  all  her  desires.  She  told  the  Druid  to  command 
Puncheon  that  he  should  seek  Alio  under  all  possible  shapes, 
and  meanwhile  she  would  apply  herself  to  recover  possession  of 
the  bower. 

Let  us  return  now  to  the  fair  Alio,  whom  we  left  throwing 
herself  into  the  arms  of  the  giant.  Such  a  situation,  had  it  been 
any  one  but  Alio,  would  have  inspired  me  with  certain  appre- 
hensions ;  but  great  was  the  virtue  of  the  ancient  talismans, 
and  greater  still  the  faith  of  those  who  believed  in  them.  The 
charming  Alio  who  imagined  herself  running  after  the  shade 
of  her  beloved  lover,  expected  to  embrace  nothing  but  empty 
space ;  judge  of  her  surprise  at  finding  herself  in  the  arms 
of  a  solid  and  tolerably  substantial  body.  Her  fright  at  once 
restored  her  to  reason  ;  and  perceiving  the  danger  into  which 
she  had  rushed  of  her  own  accord,  she  uttered  a  thousand 
screams  and  struggled  violently  to  disengage  herself  from  the 
gmsp  of  the  giant,  who  far  from  allowing  his  prey  to  escape, 
however,  carried  her  off  to  his  own   quarters  without   onco 
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allowing  her  feet  to  touch  the  ground.  With  what  terror  was 
she  now  seized  on  finding  herself  locked  up,  and  reflecting  that 
on  one  and  the  same  day  she  had  stabbed  the  object  of  all  her 
affections  and  had  fallen  into  the  clutches  of  a  monster  whom 
she  detested. 

The  giant  asked  her  why  she  had  uttered  so  many  cries  in 
pronouncing  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Noisy.  She  informed 
him  that  it  was  because  she  had  slain  him  with  her  own  hand. 
The  giant  wanted  to  embrace  her  in  order  to  testify  his  gra- 
titude ;  but  this  mode  of  expressing  his  thanks  being  repulsed, 
he  inquired  what  had  become  of  the  Rnm. 

**  He  is  dead  !  "  she  exclaimed.  **  It  was  I  who  slew  him. 
Oh  hapless  Prince  of  Noisy ! — it  was  I  who — ** 

The  Lord  of  Moulineau,  in  a  transport  of  rage,  without 
giYing  Alio  time  to  finish  her  speech,  or  consulting  his  passion 
for  her,  dealt  her  a  box  on  the  ears  which  stretched  her  at  his 
feet,  and  was  inclined  to  cut  off  her  head  to  avenge  the  murder 
she  had  just  confessed. 

"Wretch!"  cried  the  giant,  roughly  raising  her  up,  "see 
what  thy  perfidy  has  brought  on  thee.  But  for  the  deed 
thou  hast  confest,  I  should  this  night,  booted  and  spurred, 
have  received  thee  into  my  bed.  If  thou  hast  indeed  slain 
the  Ram,  think  not  to  escape  my  vengeance.  I  will  first  lock 
thee  up  in  his  chamber,  and  then  set  about  learning  the  truth  of 
this.  Tremble  if  my  favourite  be  dead  !  Thy  father  shall  be 
my  first  victim,  and  when  I  am  tired  of  making  my  pastime 
of  thee,  thou  shalt  be  buried  alive  !  " 

After  uttering  this  terrible  threat,  the  giant  locked  Alie 
in  the  little  hut  formerly  inhabited  by  the  defunct  Ram,  where 
he  gave  her  time  to  reflect,  while  he  snored  away  the  remainder 
of  the  night.  The  next  day  the  cruel  Moulineau  set  out  on  his 
campaign. 

The  unfortunate  Alie,  who  could  imagine  no  more  terrible 
prospect  than  that  held  out  by  the  giant,  began  to  revolve  in 
her  mind  by  what  kind  of  death  she  could  evade  this  mis- 
fortune. Looking  around  her  in  all  directions  she  beheld  the 
name  of  Alie  engraven  all  over  the  walls;  not  doubting  but  it 
was  the  handiwork  of  the  faithful  and  high-minded  Ram,  she 
gave  way  to  a  fresh  outburst  of  grief,  which  was  interrupted  by 
her  perceiving  the  book  which  she  had  thrown  from  the  window 
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of  the  Druid's  casde  to  the  Prince  of  Noisy.  Leaning  her  hand 
against  the  door  of  the  hut  for  support,  the  ring  touched  it  and 
it  flew  open*  As  jou  may  easily  imagine.  Aliens  astonishment 
was  soon  succeeded  hy  her  eagerness  to  avail  herself  of  so 
forlunate  an  accident,  and  to  make  her  escape  with  the  hoc^ 
She  took  good  care,  however,  not  to  turn  in  the  direction  of 
her  father's  garden,  whither  she  knew  the  giant  had  hetakoi 
himself.  To  avoid  meeting  him,  therefore,  she  took  a  long 
round,  and  after  walking  some  time  perceived  a  weed  whi<£ 
she  entered,  intending  there  to  await  the  night*  This  wood 
formed  a  portion  of  the  forest  of  Noisy.  As  soon  aa  she  waa 
advanced  far  enough  into  it  to  think  herself  safe,  she  threw 
herself  down  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  overwhelmed  with  grief, 
terror,  and  fatigue.  Could  she  have  known  what  was  going 
on  elsewhere,  she  would  have  heen  spared  much  anxiety. 

Little  Puncheon,  under  the  exact  semblance  of  the  Ban% 
had  quitted  the  Druid's  mansion  at  about  the  same  time  that 
the  giant  was  leaving  his  own  abode.  They  failed  not  to  meet» 
and  from  the  moment  the  giant  descried  his  beloved  favourite 
from  a  distance  he  began  to  repent  his  ill-treatment  of  the 
lovely  Alio,  and  ran  towards  him  radiant  with  joy,  fully  per- 
suaded that  he  was  come  to  seek  him  in  order  to  put  him  in 
possession  of  his  enemy's  treasure.  But  he  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  see  his  favourite,  instead  of  waiting  lor  him,  take 
to  his  heels  in  another  direction ;  and  though  he  ran  after  him, 
ealling  and  threatening  as  he  ran,  the  Ram  never  stoj^d.  This 
flight,  on  the  one  part,  and  pursuit  on  the  other,  over  the 
most  irregular  ground  that  little  Puncheon  could  select,  lasted 
so  long,  that  the  giant  was  fain  to  surrender  ;  and  after  having 
taken  an  enormous  round,  seeing  himself  close  to  his  quarters, 
he  resolved  to  go  and  fetch  his  great  horse  that  he  might  bring 
the  deserter  whom  he  had  so  long  and  so  vainly  pursued*  to  aa 
account. 

As  soon  as  the  giant  had  desisted  from  his  pursuit,  the  Ram 
started  off  as  hard  as  he  could  gallop,  and  after  making  a 
survey  of  every  place  in  the  neighbourhood,  at  last  reached 
that  part  of  the  forest  of  Noisy  which  poor  Alie  had  selected 
for  her  retreat.  He  found  her  at  the  very  moment  that,  taking 
the  prettiest  garter  in  the  world  frooi  the  prettiest  kg  that 
ever  was  formed,  she  was  about  to  hang  the  most  charmiiig 
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and  the  most  disconsolate  creature  that  ever  existed.  The 
appearance  of  the  Kam  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  her 
desperate  resolve.  No  words  can  express  her  joy  and  astonish- 
ment at  seeing  him. 

<*  Is  it  thou  ?  '*  she  cried»  emhracing  him  ;  **  is  it  thou, 
dear  prince  ?  do  I  hehold  thee  once  more  in  that  odious  shape 
wbi^h  so  deceived  me  ?  " 

Little  Puncheon  wept  as  she  hegan  to  feel  his  side  in 
search  of  the  wound  she  had  inflicted,  and  hesitated  to  discover 
himself,  dreading  to  cloud  the  joj  with  which  the  delusion 
inspired  her.  It  was,  however,  necessary  that  he  should 
resume  his  own  shape,  and  seeing  the  affliction  of  Alio  at  the 
change,  he  conjured  her  to  be  calm,  telling  her  that  much  was 
to  he  hoped  from  the  assistance  promised  them  by  the  Mother 
of  Sheaths,  whose  arrival  he  informed  her  of.  Alie,  yielding 
to  the  flattering  hopes  held  out  by  Puncheon,  was  at  last 
persuaded  to  follow  him  to  her  father's  abode. 

While  they  were  proceeding  together,  the  amiable  Puncheon, 
who  had  taken  charge  of  the  book  in  order  to  relieve  Alie  of 
its  weight,  said  to  her : — 

**  Fair  mistress,  could  you  but  know  the  joy  which  you  are 
ahout  to  occasion  your  father  the  Druid,  hy  bringing  back  this 
book  to  him,  your  grief  would  greatly  diminish.  It  is  filled  witk 
the  most  precious  secrets  of  nature,  and  the  prettiest  storiei^ 
in  the  world.  To  make  the  journey  appear  less  tedious  and  to 
divert  your  affliction  I  will  relate  one  to  you,  for  my  master 
would  sometimes  allow  me  to  read  it.  As  for  him  he  never 
took  the  trouble  to  read  the  stories  with  which  it  is  filled. 

** '  There  was  once  upon  a  time  in  Lower  Brittany  a  Druid, 
who  was  called  Gaspard  the  Wise.  So  wise  was  he,  indeed, 
that  he  had  written  a  big  book  which  contained  all  the  wisdom 
of  the  world.  He  had  also  invented  a  new  language,  composed 
of  flowers,  plants,  planets,  and  I  can't  tell  you  how  many 
things  besides.  Now  this  Gaspard  the  Wise  had  a  son  who 
was  so  handsome  that  he  fell  in  love  with  himself.  There  was 
nothing  he  took  such  delight  in  as  looking  all  day  at  his  own 
reflection  in  the  water.  This  was  why  his  father  called  him 
Narcissus.  Nevertheless,  he  was  so  afflicted  at  the  foolish  con- 
duct of  his  son,  that  one  day  he  called  him  into  his  laboratory, 
and  after  scolding  him  well  for  his  unmanly   vanity,   "  My 
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gon,*'  said  he,  ''thou  would *8t  never  he  good  for  anything 
wert  thou  to  remain  with  me.  1  am  therefore  about  to  entrust 
thee  with  a  commission  which  will  cause  thee  to  see  something 
of  the  world.  But  on  this  condition,  that  thou  never  seest 
thyself  again,  for  if  ever  thou  lookest  at  thyself  in  the  water, 
tliou  wilt  become  so  frightfully  ugly  that  thou  wilt  be  disgusted 
with  thine  own  face ;  and  if  ever  this  should  happen,  she 
alone  who  is  able  to  read  and  understand  what  is  written  in 
my  book  can  restore  to  thee  that  beauty  which  has  turned  thy 
head,  and  which  thou  wilt  then  despise  in  order  to  love  that  <xf 
another.  Moreover,  when  thou  recoverest  thy  beauty,  thou 
wilt  become  imbued  with  all  my  knowledge,  as  likewise  will 
she  into  whose  hands  my  book  is  destined  to  fall,  if  she  shall 
succeed  in  deciphering  a  language  invented  by  myself  alone. 
Listen  to  what  I  am  about  to  relate. 

"  '  In  the  world  there  is  a  forest,  and  in  this  forest  there  is  a 
tree  which  is  very  hard  to  find  ;  and  in  this  tree  there  is  a  golden 
sheath,  which  is  made  of  such  gold  as  will  not  melt  when  it 
touches  the  knife  which  I  am  about  to  give  thee.  This  sheath 
you  must  seek,  find,  and  bring  back  to  me.* 

"  '  So  saying,  he  gave  him  the  knife,  embraced  him  with 
affection,  and  bade  him  go.  But  he  was  no  sooner  out  of  his 
sight,  than  he  repented  parting  with  him  ;  and  a  prey  to  the 
continual  fears  with  which  the  perils  that  threatened  his 
beloved  son  inspired  him,  he  died  shortly  after  the  departure  of 
l^arcissus. 

*'  *  Narcissus,  in  obedience  to  his  father's  commands,  wandered 
through  every  wood  and  forest,  and  examined  every  tree  in 
them  to  find  the  golden  sheath,  but  without  success.  History  tells 
us  that  he  was  three  years  travelling  twenty  leagues,  so  much  time 
did  he  spend  in  the  different  forests  on  his  road.  At  the  end  of 
these  three  years  he  reached  the  court  of  Prince  Keraliosmadec» 
who  was  then  reigning  in  Brittany  ;  but  as  the  sheath  he  was 
in  search  of  was  not  to  be  found  at  the  courts  of  princes,  he 
came  no  nearer  to  it  than  was  necessary  to  visit  all  the  neigh- 
bouring woods.  One  of  these  in  particular,  a  very  pleasant 
one,  was  surrounded  almost  entirely  by  a  river,  the  waters  of 
which  were  as  clear  as  crystal.  This  river  he  had  to  cross,  in 
order  to  get  into  the  forest ;  but  as  he  was  crossing  it,  his 
curiosity  to  see  if  the  fatigue  of  his  travels  had  in  any  way 
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diminished  his  beauty,  overcame  the  impression  of  his  father's 
threats,  and  he  bent  down  his  head  over  the  surface  of  the 
water. 

«  <  What  was  his  surprise,  instead  of  beholding  the  face  of  the 
beautiful  Narcissus,  to  see  that  of  a  large  owl.  The  cry  of 
horror  which  the  spectacle  wrung  irom  him,  frightened  him 
still  more,  for  it  was  that  of  a  veritable  owl,  and  ere  he  had 
time  to  utter  a  second,  he  was  changed  to  an  owl  from  top  to 
toe.  He  retained  his  reason,  however  ;  he  was  blest  with  so 
little,  indeed,  that  it  would  scarcely  have  been  worth  while  to 
deprive  him  of  it.  At  the  same  moment  he  lost  his  sight,  and 
was  almost  driven  to  despair  at  the  loss  ;  but  when  night  came 
he  recovered  it,  and  took  refuge  in  the  wood. 

**  *  Miserable  enough  was  the  life  which  the  unhappy  Narcissus 
led  here,  hiding  himself  all  day  in  the  hollow  of  a  tree,  and 
spending  his  nights  feasting  off  a  few  wretched  mice,  and 
seeking  the  sheath  of  the  knife  which  he  had  still  carefully 
kept  in  his  possession.  So  industrious  was  his  search,  that  he 
at  last  found  the  tree,  conducted  to  it  by  the  lustre  of  the 
marvellous  sheath  amidst  the  surrounding  darkness.  But  he 
could  never  succeed  in  taking  it  away  from  the  tree,  nor  in 
putting  his  knife  into  it.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
nights  in  vain  efforts  to  effect  both  one  and  the  other  ;  but  all 
he  could  do  was  to  hide  his  knife  in  the  same  tree  close  to  the 
sheath.  At  last,  I  forget  now  in  what  manner,  he  was  rescued 
from  his  embarrassment  by  a  certain  princess.  This  princess 
was  so  beautiful  that  he  became  enamom'ed  of  her.  She 
frequently  came  to  walk  in  this  wood  ;  but  unfortunately  he 
could  never  see  her  but  when  she  stayed  until  it  was  night. 
It  vras  on  one  of  these  occasions,  that,  having  fallen  asleep  at  the 
foot  of  a  tree,  from  which  the  owl  was  contemplating  her 
beauty,  she  was  awoke  by  the  assault  of  a  savage.  The 
enamoured  owl  had  recourse  to  his  knife,  and  saved  her  in  some 
way  which  I  have  forgotten  ;  however,  he  lost  his  knife,  and  the 
beauty  carried  it  off.  The  loss  of  this  knife  would  have  driven 
the  owl  to  despair,  had  it  not  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
loveliest  creature  in  the  world.  This  charming  princess  soon 
discovered  its  virtues.  Having  remained  one  day  in  the  wood 
until  nightfall,  she  rested  the  point  of  her  knife  against  a 
smooth  stone  ;   the  faithful  owl  had  placed  himself  beside 
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being  pereeiTed  ;  the  knife  b^^n  to  write  of  its  own 
aeeordt  m  wai  iU  eastom  ;  and  this  is  what  it  wrote : — 

*^  MaidrB,  ytith  the  magic  knife 
Pluck  the  bird  that  aav^d  you  life  I** 

"  *  As  soon  as  this  charming  princess  had  become  possessed 
of  the  knife,  she  had  sworn  that  she  would  always  comply  with 
whatever  it  enjoined  her.  Wishing  to  obey  its  commands  or 
the  present  occasion,  she  turned  round  to  look  for  the  owl,  and 
to  her  great  delight  found  him  by  her  side.  She  immediately 
seized  hold  of  him,  and  with  her  knife  began  to  pluck  him, 
though  not  without  some  remorse  at  her  severe  treatment  of 
him  after  receiving  so  signal  a  service  at  his  hands.  As  she 
continued  to  pluck  him,  the  beautiful  Narcissus  gradually 
resumed  his  original  appearance. 

"  '  The  princess  was  no  way  alarmed  at  this  prodigy,  and  the 
story  goes,  that  though  the  loss  of  his  feathers  left  him  quite 
naked,  she  took  care  not  to  leave  a  single  feather  unplucked.  At 
the  same  moment  he  felt  himself  imbued  with  all  the  science  of 
his  father,  the  departed  Gaspard  the  Wise.  Accordingly  he 
requested  the  princess  to  allow  him  to  become  invisible  until  he 
should  have  procured  himself  garments,  and  promised  that  he 
would  meet  her  the  next  day  under  an  arbour  in  her  father's 
garden.  It  was  then  that  she  became  enamoured  of  his  beauty, 
on  which  he  had  now  ceased  to  set  any  store  ;  it  was  in  that 
happy  spot,  the  secret  witness  of  their  bliss,  that  they  were 
wedded  to  each  other,  and  mutually  exchanged  all  the  science 
and  all  the  secrets  of  which  each  was  possessed.  He  bestowed 
on  her  that  of  never  dying  and  never  appearing  old  ;  he  then 
made  her  swear  that  she  would  never  part  with  her  knife,  on 
the  possession  of  which  their  mutual  happiness  depended^  and 
never  to  speak  to  any  one  of  their  adventure  nor  of  their  union. 
For  a  length  of  time  they  led  together  the  happiest  of  lives,  nor 
was  it  ever  known  to  anybody,  on  account  of  the  secret  which, 
the  happy  Narcissus  possessed  of  rendering  himself  invisible. 
He  admonished  her  that  it  was  useless  to  plague  herself  with 
trying  to  remove  the  golden  sheath  from  the  tree  in  which  it 
was  placed,  as  this  was  an  achievement  reserved  to  another ; 
but,  notwithstanding  this^  the  possession  of  the  knife  could 
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Berer  be  seenred  to  her  except  by  that  of  the  Bheoth.  I  eannot 
Teniember  now  from  what  motives  they  were  induced  to  quit 
their  country,  but  after  travelling  about  all  over  the  world» 
KarciseuB  Btill  remaining  invisible,  and  the  princess  appearing 
just  as  beautiful  as  she  pleased,  they  at  last  settled  themselves 
at  the  base  ol  a  mountain.  One  day  as  the  princess  was 
taking  a  walk,  she  beheld,  descending  from  the  summit  of  the 
mountain,  a  flaming  chariot ;  out  of  this  chariot  there  came  an 
enchanter  who  showed  her  the  sheath  belonging  to  her  knife, 
and,  kneeling  down  before  her,  informed  her  that  he  had  long 
sought  her,  that  he  might  present  her  with  this  treasure,  which 
was  of  no  use  in  any  hands  but  hers.  He  added  that  ncme  but 
himself  could  place  the  knife  into  its  sheath.  The  princess 
was  so  delighted  at  receiving  the  golden  sheath  that,  without 
rejecting  on  the  risk  she  was  incurring,  she  gave  him  the 
treasured  knife  that  he  might  thrust  it  into  the  sheath ;  but  no 
Booner  was  it  in  the  enchanter's  hand  than  he  immediately 
Tanished. ' 

"  I  should  weary  you,  my  lovely  mistress,  were  I  to  describe 
the  despair  of  the  astonished  princess  at  beh<^ing  in  her  hands 
the  useless  sheath  of  the  knife  which  she  had  just  lost.  But 
alas !  what  was  her  grief,  and  to  what  a  plight  was  she 
reduced  when  on  returning  to  relate  her  adventure  to  her 
beloved  Narcissus,  he  was  no  longer  to  be  found.  The  time 
she  spent  in  seeking  him  all  over  the  world  is  beyond  all 
reckoning,  but  she  could  hear  no  tidings  of  him,  nor  of  her 
knife  ;  for  only  on  recovering  the  knife  can  she  ever  be  restored 
to  the  arms  of  her  dear  spouse.  Settling  in  these  regions, 
affliction  having  soured  the  native  kindness  of  her  disposition, 
she  began  to  persecute  with  the  most  frightful  misfortunes  two 
lovers  whose  history  1  will  relate  to  you  when  the  cessation  of 
your  own  disasters  has  left  your  mind  in  a  better  disposition  to 
hear  it.'* 

When  little  Puncheon  had  finished  his  story,  he  discovered 
that  he  had  missed  his  way  in  the  forest ;  and  turn  which  way 
he  would  to  find  the  road  which  led  to  the  Druid's  garden  he 
never  could  find  the  right  one.  At  last  he  was  forced  to  yield 
to  the  invisible  power  by  which  he  was  eonducted,  together 
with  the  fair  Alie,  into  the  midst  o£  the  palace  of  the  Prince 
of  Noisy. 
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They  arrived  just  as  Merlin  the  enchanter  was  giving  orders 
for  the  performance  of  the  last  mournful  duties  with  which  he 
desired  to  honour  the  remains  of  his  beloved  son.  The  whole 
place  was  a  scene  of  general  lamentation.  The  bodj  of  the 
handsome  prince  had  past  by  a  subterraneous  communication 
from  the  fountain  of  the  bower  into  that  which  formed  the 
principal  ornament  of  the  gardens  of  the  palace  of  Noisy.  The 
beautiful  corpse  was  stretched  upon  a  heap  of  flowers  near  the 
funeral  pile,  upon  which  it  was  about  to  be  burnt ;  and  the 
green  bower  ornamented  with  wreaths  of  similar  flowers  was 
at  its  feet. 

This  spectacle  threw  the  tender-hearted  Alio  into  a  state  of 
despair,  which  she  concealed,  however,  from  little  Puncheon, 
lest  he  should  prevent  her  from  throwing  herself,  as  she 
meditated  doing,  into  the  midst  of  the  flames  in  which  the 
body  of  her  lover  was  about  to  be  consumed.  Puncheon,  who, 
in  spite  of  himself,  hod  been  led  to  another  place  than  that  he 
was  seeking,  had  hidden  himself  together  with  Alio  behind  a 
palisade,  nor  could  he  prevail  upon  Alio  to  tear  herself  from 
this  cruel  and  mournful  spectacle. 

Everything  being  prepared  for  the  ceremony,  the  inconsolable 
Merlin  ordered  the  body  of  the  prince  to  be  placed  upon  the 
top  of  the  pile,  in  the  midst  of  aromatic  gums  and  the  most 
delicious  perfumes  of  Araby ;  he  directed  the  green  bower  to 
be  placed  at  his  feet,  and  raising  a  torch  above  his  head,  lifted 
his  eyes  to  heaven,  exclaiming  : — 

"  Inhuman  Alie,  beauty  so  fatal  to  my  repose,  and  more  so 
still  to  the  most  faithful  of  lovers,  come  and  glut  thy  cruelty 
by  beholding  the  victim  of  thy  barbarity  devoted  to  the  flames ! 
But  tremble,  shudder  at  the  horrors  which  everywhere  will 
beset  thee  when  thy  bower  is  reduced  to  ashes." 

So  saying,  he  was  about  to  set  fire  to  the  pile,  while  the 
unhappy  Alie  was  preparing  to  precipitate  herself  into  the 
flames,  when  the  sound  of  loud  cries  in  the  air  caused  every 
one  to  raise  their  eyes.  Merlin  stood  still,  and  after  a  few 
moments  beheld  the  Mother  of  Sheaths  descending  in  her 
chariot,  accompanied  by  the  Druid. 

"  My  lovely  mistress,"  cried  Puncheon,  "  let  us  run  to  the 
Mother  of  Sheaths.  Behold  her ;  she  has  doubtless  come  to 
our  assistance,  together  with  my  lord,  the  Druid,  your  father." 
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When  tbey  were  alighted  from  the  chariot,  the  Mother  of 
Sheaths  took  the  torch  out  of  the  hands  of  Merlin,  while  the 
Druid  removed  the  ring  from  Alie*s  iinger  and  gave  it  to  little 
Puncheon,  commanding  him  to  hasten  with  all  the  speed  he  could 
and  bring  back  the  enchanted  knife,  not  forgetting  the  precious 
gold  in  which  it  was  preserved.  On  beholding  the  Mother  of 
Sheaths,  Merlin  was  filled  at  the  same  time  with  joy  and 
apprehension  ;  he  knew  how  justly  he  deserved  her  reproaches, 
and  how  much  she  had  it  in  her  power  to  oblige  him.  While 
the  enchantress  was  loading  Merlin  with  complaints,  and 
Merlin  was  overwhelming  her  with  apologies,  and  entreating 
her  to  allow  her  generosity  to  get  the  better  of  her  vengeance, 
little  Puncheon  was  seen  returning  radiant  with  the  light  that 
shone  forth  from  the  gold  and  the  knife  which  he  was  carrying. 
The  Mother  of  Sheaths  started,  and  almost  swooned  away 
with  joy  at  the  sight.  She  received  it  from  the  hands  of  the 
Druid,  and,  raising  her  voice, 

"Let  the  prince  descend  from  the  pile,"  she  exclaimed; 
**  he  has  not  yet  beheld  the  gloomy  shores  of  Acheron.  This 
knife  was  never  fatal  to  any  but  malefactors  and  criminals." 

But  why  should  I  lengthen  this  narrative  by  a  tedious  detail 
of  circumstances  just  as  the  tale  is  drawing  to  a  close?  All 
the  personages  interested  in  these  adventures  now  beheld  the 
crowning  of  their  desires.  The  Mother  of  Sheaths  found  her 
knife ;  the  Druid  his  book ;  and  Alio  her  lover.  Our  hero, 
who  was  only  dangerously  wounded,  was  in  the  hands  of  three 
individuals,  whose  skill  could  have  resuscitated  all  the  defunct 
heroes  from  the  days  of  Cyrus  the  Great ;  and  uniting  their 
several  powers  together,  as  they  did,  in  favour  of  the  handsome 
Prince  of  Noisy,  it  may  easily  be  surmised  that  he  was  soon 
restored  to  the  lovely  Alie  with  more  beauty,  more  charms,  and 
more  affection  than  ever.  The  rosy  blushes  of  Aurora  threw  a 
soft  light  over  this  resurrection  ;  and  the  sun,  who  had  retired 
on  the  previous  night,  leaving  behind  him  a  scene  of  grief  and 
lamentation,  beheld  on  his  return  a  spectacle  of  universal  joy. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  this  joy  that  the  giant  Moulineau, 
mounted  on  his  enormous  courser,  wound  his  horn  twice  at 
the  gate  of  the  castle,  and  demanded  his  prisoner  and  his  Ram ; 
in  default  whereof  he  challenged  all  the  inhabitants  to  mortal 
combat.     Aliens  lover,  desirous  of  distinguishing  himself  in  the 
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eyes  of  his  mistress,  accepted  the  challenge,  and  sent  him  word 
that  the  Prince  of  Noisj,  newly  returned  from  a  long  voyage, 
would  grant  him  a  meeting  three  days  thence  upon  the  bridge 
eonstnicted  by  his  Ram,  there  to  fight  out  their  quarrel,  and 
■word  in  hand,  battle  for  the  hand  of  the  charming  Alio. 

This  same  charming  Alte,  in  the  transports  of  her  delight  at 
the  unlooked-for  change  that  had  come  orer  her  fortunes,  felt  a 
thousand  times  more  love  for  the  Prince  of  Noisj ,  in  his  natursi 
■hape,  than  she  had  ever  felt  hatred  for  him  when  di^uised 
in  the  semblance  of  a  Ram.  It  became  him,  accordingly,  as 
the  wittiest  and  most  gallant  prince  of  his  age,  to  find  language 
that  might  worthily  express  his  gn&titude,-  and  cause  her  to 
forget  the  misfortunes  of  the  past. 

Alio,  whose  curiosity  was  as  great  as  her  affection,  desired 
to  be  informed  how  her  lorer  had  come  to  be  transformed  into 
a  Ram«  Whereupon  he  related  to  her  that  having  yielded 
himself  on  the  night  when  she  had  thrown  him  the  book,  to 
the  tide  of  his  reflections,  he  had  wandered  unconsciously  to 
the  banks  of  the  Seine,  where,  at  dawn  of  day,  he  was  seised 
with  a  curiosity  to  spy  into  its  contents,  and  finding  nothing  in 
it  but  the  signs  of  the  zodiac,  he  had  fell  to  contemplating  Siat 
of  the  Ram.  Unable  to  resist  reading  what  was  written 
beneath  it,  he  was  pronouncing  for  the  third  time  the  mys- 
terious words  when  suddenly  he  found  himself  transformed 
into  a  Ram.  It  were  useless,  he  continued,  to  describe  the 
astonishment  and  despair  that  seised  me  ;  it  was  at  their  first 
outbreak  that  the  giant  and  his  pack  of  dogs  fell  in  with  me, 
and  I  should  certainly  have  been  throttled  to  death  had  not  my 
appearance  by  some  accident  found  farour  in  his  eyes ;  and 
from  that  time  I  have  not  quitted  his  service. 

Meanwhile,  I  continued  every  day  to  decipher  some  portions 
of  the  book  in  spite  of  its  obscurity,  and  conceived  hopes  that, 
by  its  assistance,  I  should  some  day  be  able  to  recover  my 
original  shape.  It  was  by  means  of  this  book  that  in  a 
moment  I  was  enabled  to  raise  up  a  bridge ;  it  also  enabled  me 
to  recover  the  use  of  speech,  it  taught  me  how  to  render  myself 
invisible  on  the  day  that  I  answered  the  lamentations  of  the 
kively  Alie,  and  finally  it  informed  me  of  the  liquid  gold  which 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  Druid,  and  which  would  deliver 
me  from  the  spell  by  which  I  was  bound  as  soon  as  it  touched 
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my  body.  "  This  it  was,  fair  Alie, "  continued  the  prince,  "  that 
made  me  determine  on  the  visit  to  your  father's  abode,  where, 
however,  I  had  no  intention  of  presenting  yoii  with  a  victim  ; 
and  so  astounded  was  I  at  your  indifiruant  demonstrations  ere 
you  plunged  the  knife  into  my  heart,  that  I  received  the  blow 
almost  with  indifference." 

The  conclusion  of  this  narrative  renewed  the  affliction  and 
the  remorse  of  Alio  ;  but  the  presence  of  h^r  dear  prince  soon 
consoled  her,  especially  when  she  heard  Merlin  and  the  Druid 
concerting  together  that  they  should  be  united  within  three 
days. 

This  happy  day  was  also  that  agreed  upon  for  the  combat 
with  the  giant ;  and  in  spite  of  fair  Alie's  fears,  who  could  not 
■well  understand  how  a  man  professing  to  be  deeply  in  love, 
dould  go  out  and  fight  on  the  very  day  that  he  was  to  possess 
the  object  of  his  love ;  in  spite  of  all  her  fears,  I  say,  the 
Prince  of  Noisy  kept  his  word. 

You  cannot  entertain  a  doubt,  mademoiselle,  but  that  this 
combat  terminated  as  all  combats  terminate  between  giants 
and  heroes.  The  Lord  of  Moulineau  was  upset  at  the  first  tilt, 
and  tumbling  over  head  and  heels  from  the  highest  point  of 
the  bridge  to  the  bottom  of  the  moat,  broke  his  neck  without 
meeting  with  sympathy  from  any  of  the  spectators.  Never 
were  nuptials  celebrated  with  so  much  pomp  and  magnificence, 
and  never  were  wedded  pair  happier. 

Sucb  is  the  result  of  the  learned  Mabillon's  researches  on 
the  subject  of  these  adventures,  and  this  is  what  he  adds 
respecting  the  change  in  the  name  concerning  which  you 
desired  to  be  enlightened. 

Pont  d'Alie  was  tke  gentle  name 

BestowM  on  this  locality, 

Which,  hy  a  luckless  destiny. 
With  Moulineau  heheld  its  fame 

Condemned  to  Uank  obscarity ; 
And  though  you  Ve  striven  to  reelaini 

Its  ancient  title 's  euphony, 
Corruption  still  the  sound  doth  maim, 

Aftd  turns  it  into  Pontalie. 

BlfD  OF  THB  &AM. 


THE  ENCHANTER  FAUSTUS. 
9L  Cale. 


Beauteous  Daphne,  lost  in  pleasure. 

To  thee  a  confidence  I  made, 

And  now  repent  me  at  my  leisure 

That  e'er  my  secret  I  betray'd. 

When  talking  of  the  love  and  mirth, 

With  all  the  thousand  joys  of  earth. 

Your  lovely  sight  at  once  inspired  me. 

Amid  those  bright  and  charming  places. 

Wherein  the  Syrens  and  the  Graces 

Might  otherwise  have  touched  and  fired  me. 

I  know  with  what  contempt  you  turn 

From  all  who  at  your  beauty's  shrine 

Would  kneel  as  to  a  saint  divine. 

And  their  adoring  incense  burn. 

For  I  have  seen  you  many  a  time. 

When  any  captivated  elf 

Who  dared  to  pruit  your  charms  in  rhyme 

Had  best  have  kept  it  to  himself. 

Then  why  with  such  a  merit  rare 

Amongst  the  lovely  and  the  fair. 

Would  you  I  should  the  truth  forget. 

And  pay  with  spurious  coin  my  debt. 

Which  in  a  few  words,  mademoiselle,  signifies  that  you  have 
been,  I  know  not  how  long,  persecuting  me  'for  a  miserable 
piece  of  writing  unworthy  both  of  you  and  of  myself.  You 
insist  upon  seeing  it,  although  I  told  you  I  had  endeavoured 
to  introduce  certain  traits  of  resemblance  to  yourself,  and  yet 
you  will  not  allow  that  anything  which  is  drawn  for  you  gires 


1 


THE  ENCHANTER  FAUSTUS.  S45 

any  notion  of  your  appearance,  bo  feai-ful  are  you  that  you  are 
flattered  when  one  has  hut  simply  caught  your  likeness !  This 
kind  of  criticism  is  enough  to  puzzle  any  painter ;  and  with  a 
yiew  to  throw  your  delicacy  off  the  scent,  I  must'tell  you  a  tale 
in  which  you  shall  figure  at  full  leogth,  and  yet  find  nothing  to 
quarrel  with. 

Queen  Elizaheth,  in  whose  reign  a  great-grandfather  of  my 
l&dy,  your  mother,  was  lord  high  admiral  of  Ireland,  was  a 
princess  wonderful  alike  for  wisdom,  knowledge,  magnificence, 
and  greatness  of  character.  So  far,  so  good  ;  hut  she  was  as 
enyious  as  a  dog,  and  withal  jealous  and  cruel,  and  this  marred 
all  the  rest. 

Not  that  in  speaking  thus  I  would 
Such  cruelty  were  understood 
As  heauties  use,  who  martyrise 
The  slayes  of  their  unrivall'd  eyes. 
For  on  this  point  our  noble  queen 
Had  little  cruelty,  I  ween  ; 
And  history  has  strangely  doubted 
Whether  the  silken  bonds  she  scouted 
On  such  a  very  squeamish  plea  ; 
Or  from  some  more  material  cause 
Had  spurn 'd  the  hymeneal  laws. 
For  if  the  naked  truth  be  said, 
She  was  a  most  eccentric  maid. 

Be  this  as  it  might,  common  report,  which  never  fails  to 
give  the  bad  side  with  the  good,  had  borne  her  reputation 
into  the  very  depths  of  Germany,  whence  a  certain  personage 
immediately  set  out  by  post  to  betake  himself  to  her  court. 
His  name  was  Faust,  but  it  is  not  unlikely  we  may  hereafter 
call  him  Faustus,  for  the  convenience  of  the  rhyme  in  case  the 
fancy  should  take  ns  to  put  him  into  verse.  This  Faustus, 
a  great  magician  by  profession,  conceived  a  desire  to  ascertain 
in  person,  whether  the  aforesaid  Elizabeth,  whereof  such 
wonders  were  related,  was  indeed  as  marvellously  endowed 
with  good  qualities  as  she  was  curst  with  bad.  He  was  in 
every  way  fitted  to  judge  of  the  matter ;  for  thiere  was  nothing 
took  place  up  aloft  in  the  region  of  stars  and  planets  but  he 
knew  of  it,  and  Satan  was  as  obedient  to  his  beck  as  a  poodle. 

N  N 
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H>  li*d  ftn  eadleH  itock  of  littla  aeorets  to  crmta  a 
tai  could  perfoim  a  vtriety  of  tricks  of  l^;etdeiaain,  which, 
tike  ohipt  in  porridge,  did  neither  good  nor  hum ;  mb,  for 
iiuUnce,  he  vould  set  you  a  duchess  nuining  over  hill  and 
dale  mAer  her  coachman,  and  make  an  archbidiop  spend  vhtda 
days  irritbg  somiotg  to  hia  kitchen  wench,  and  vhole  nights 
serenading  under  her  windows.  It  was  be  who  first  set  the 
fashion  in  England  of  putting,  on  certain  days  of  the  year, 
rosemary,  dandaliiHi,  woodcock's  bones,  and  the  like  curiom 
Batters  under  tho  bolfiters  of  young  maidens,  that  they  might 
dream  of  him  who  should  help  them  to  be  so  no  Itmger.  The 
queen,  who  waa  charmed  with  all  the  pretty  things  that  were 
said  of  him,  was  eager  to  behold  him  ;  and  as  soon  as  she 
obtained  an  interview,  nearly  w^t  out  of  her  wits  with  admi- 
ration of  hi!)  profound  knowledge  and  agreeable  manners.  She 
had  always  believed  herself  a  match  for  all  the  world  in  wit, 
nor  was  she  far  out  in  her  reckoning  ;  she  also  thought  herself 
the  greatest  beauty  in  her  kingdom,  but  in  this  she  was 
egregiously  mistaken. 

One  day  being  decked  out  with  more  than  usual  magnificeoce 
in  order  to  receive  some  ambassadors,  she  had  retired  after  the 
ceremony  into  her  private  closet,  where  she  summoned  our 
doctor  to  her  presence. 

After  admiring  herself  for  some  time  in  two  or  three  large 
mirrors,  she  appeared  mightily  pleased  with  herself. 

She  was  aa  bluabiug  as  the  rose 
That  in  the  eastern  day-dawn  glows  ; 
The  lily  and  the  jessamine 
Were  not  more  Mr  than  was  her  skin, 
For  beauty's  tints  you  know  are  sold, 
They  lack  It  not,  who  buy  with  gold. 
Her  ahorten'd  petticoat  diephiy'd 
Her  leg,  us  'twas  by  nature  made, 
And  as  she  sate,  against  her  chair. 
She  bent  with  grace  nnUl  her  breast 
Peep'd  from  her  richly  jewell'd  vest, 
WhUe  on  her  hand  her  diamonds  rare 
Glitter'd  and  blazed  and  flash 'd  their  best. 

She  ma  in  this  position  iriiaii  the  ^diauter  Fftostiu  mads 
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his  a-ppMrnaotk  H«  wm  thd  moiit  «ocotii))li«b«d  courtier,  flor  la 
conjuror,  the  world  %vtt  iaw,  and  knowibg  the  queen's  woakneM 
with  respect  to  lier  imaginary  beauty,  he  took  good  calN^  not  to 
lose  ao  prooioQa  ah  opportunity  of  paying  her  his  courts 
Accordingly^  pl*yitig  the  part  of  the  astounded  Bathte^,  he 
atag^ered  hack  tiiree  ttepe  a«  though  about  to  fall  In  a  twoon^ 
Whereupon  the  queen  asking  him  if  he  felt  ill,  he  replied^  "No> 
thank  God>  but  the  glory  of  Ahaauerus  has  o¥erpo#ered  me." 
The  queaa,  who  had  the  Old  and  New  Testament  by  heart, 
eonaidered  the  allttsion  as  just  as  it  was  ingenious,  htti  hot 
kaving  her  sceptre  about  her  at  the  time  that  she  might  giv« 
him  the  end  of  it  to  kiss  as  a  token  of  favour,  she  eontehted 
heraelf  with  drawing  a  ruby  ring  from  her  alahaater  finger, 
with  which  he  was  just  aa  well  contented. 

*<For  a  queen,  then,"  she  said,  *'you  think  w^  make  ft 
tol^mble  figure ;' '  at  the  same  time  she  moistened  her  lips  with 
the  tip  of  her  tongue  as  though  quite  unconaciously  }  whereupoh 
he  awore  the  deril  might  have  him  (and  the  prospect  tras  no 
new  one  to  the  denl)  if  there  then  ozisted>  or  ever  had  e^iftted 
har  equal,  crowned  or  uncrowned. 

**  0  Faustus,  my  friend,"  said  she,  **  if  the  famous  boauties 
oi  antiquity  could  but  return,  it  woidd  soon  be  apparent  that 
you  flatter  us^*' 

**  Would  your  majesty  wish  to  see  them  f  *'  he  )*eplied»  *^  Lei 
her  but  speak  and  she  may  satisfy  her  conscience  at  once.*' 

The  doctor's  proposal  was  snapt  at  forthwith,  whether  fhmi  * 
the  queen's  desire  to  put  his  magical  science  to  the  proof  by 
so  marvellous  an  application  of  it,  or  for  the  natisfactlon  of  ft 
curiosity  she  had  long  entertained. 

Tou  must  not,  however,  imagine,  Hademdiselle,  that  what 
I  am  about  to  relate  to  you  is  a  mere  fable  and  the  coinage  of 
my  own  brain.  The  event  is  handed  down  in  the  memoirs  of 
one  of  the  wits  of  that  day.  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  a  sort  of  favourite 
of  the  queen's,  who  has  narrated  the  adventure  at  length 
among  some  other  occurrences  of  his  life,  and  1  have  it  from 
the  late  Duke  of  Ormond,  your  grand  imde,  who  frequently 
related  it  to  me  as  a  matter  of  history. 

The  story  goes  on  to  say,  then,  that  our  conjuror  requested 
the  queen  to  step  into  a  little  gallery  close  to  her  apartment 
while  he  went  to  fetch  his  wand,  his  book,  and  his  long  black 
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robe.  He  was  not  long  ere  he  returned  with  all  his  talismans 
and  paraphernalia.  The  gallery  had  two  doors,  one  at  each 
end  ;  by  one  of  these  the  personages  whom  her  majesty 
desired  to  behold  were  to  enter,  and  by  the  other  to  depart. 
Only  two  persons  more  in  addition  to  the  queen  were  admitted 
to  Uie  spectacle  ;  one  of  these  was  Lord  Essex,  and  the  other 
Sydney,  the  author  of  the  memoirs. 

The  queen  was  posted  about  the  middle  of  the  gallery, 
and  her  two  fayourites  on  either  side  of  her  arm-chair,  while 
the  magician  began,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  draw  round  them 
a  mysterious  circle,  which  he  did  with  all  the  ceremonies 
usually  employed  on  such  occasions.  He  then  drew  another 
directly  opposite,  for  himself  to  stand  in,  leaving  a  space 
between,  through  which  the  actors  were  to  pass.  Thereupon, 
he  intreated  the  queen  not  to  utter  a  word  so  long  as  they 
remained  on  the  stage,  and  above  all  not  to  alarm  herself  at 
anything  she  might  see.  This  latter  precaution  was- somewhat 
superfluous  with  respect  to  her,  for  the  good  lady  feared  neither 
God  nor  devil.  Having  imparted  this  admonition,  he  asked 
her  which  of  the  defunct  beauties  she  desired  to  behold  first ; 
to  which  she  replied  that  to  follow  the  proper  chronological 
order,  he  ought  to  begin  with  Helen  of  Troy.  Whereupon 
the  necromancer,  whose  countenance  appeared  to  imdergo  a 
slight  change,  called  to  them  to ' '  stand  firm. ' '  Sydney  confesses 
in  his  memoirs  that  at  this  point  of  the  magical  operations  his 
heart  began  to  beat  a  little,  adding  that  the  brave  Lord  Essex 
turned  as  white  as  a  sheet,  but  that  not  a  trace  of  any  emotion 
Fas  visible  in  the  queen.     It  was  then  that  :— 

After  an  incantation  mutter'd 
Sotto  voce  it  is  said. 
And  sundry  other  mummeries  utter'd. 
The  doctor  Faustus  raised  his  head. 
And  seeing  our  two  heroes  dying 
With  fright,  said,  like  a  fury  crying, 
Daughter  of  Leda,  from  your  tomb 
In  all  your  ancient  beauty  come. 
Such  as  you  were  in  olden  time. 
When  upon  Ida's  mountain  shone 
That  beauty  sparkling  as  its  clime. 
And  Paris  claim 'd  thee  as  his  own. 
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Aflter  this  iiiYocation  the  lovely  Helen  could  not  reasonably 
keep  them  waiting  ;  accordingly  she  appeared* at  the  end  of  the 
gallery  without  any  one  perceiving  how  she  had  come  in.  She 
was  attired  iti  a  Greek  costume,  and  our  author *s  memoirs  state 
that  her  dress  differed  in  nothing  from  that  worn  by  our  opera 
goddesses.  Her  head-dress  was  composed  of  a  number  of 
feathers  drooping  over  her  head,  and  fastened  together  by  an 
aigrette  of  dazzling  appearance.  Her  black  curls  reached  down 
to  her  waist  in  front,  and  behind  to  the  small  of  her  back  ;  her 
love-locks  danced  pleasantly  against  her  knees  as  she  walked, 
and  her  train,  which  she  dragged  behind  her  a  la  LacidSmo- 
nienne^  took  up  at  least  four  yards  of  rich  Corinthian  brocade. 
This  figure  walked  a  certain  time  before  the  company,  and 
then  turning  face  to  face  with  the  queen,  that  she  might 
have  a  better  view  of  her,  took  leave  of  her  with  a  kind  of 
half-pleasant,  half-haggard  smile,  and  went  out  by  the  other 
door. 

As  soon  as  she  had  disappeared,  the  queen  exclaimed, 
"What!  is  that  the  lovely  Helen?  Well,  I  don't  plume 
myself  on  my  beauty,"  she  continued,  **  but  may  I  die,  if  I 
would  change  faces  with  her,  even  if  it  were  possible." 

''  I  told  your  majesty  as  much,"  replied  the  magician,  "  and 
yet  you  saw  her  exactly  as  she  appeared  when  in  the  very 
zenith  of  her  beauty." 

''Still,"  said  Lord  Essex,  "I  think  her  eyes  maybe  con- 
sidered fine." 

"It  must  be  admitted,"  rejoined  Sydney,  "that  they  are 
large,  nobly  shaped,  black  and  sparkling,  but  what  expression 
is  there  in  them?" 

"  Not  a  particle,"  replied  the  favourite.  The  queen,  whose 
face  that  day  was  as  red  as  a  turkey-cock's,  asked  them  what 
they  thought  of  Helen's  porcelain  complexion. 

"  Porcelain ! "  criedEssex,  "'tis  but  common  delf  at  the  best." 

"  Perhaps,"  continued  the  queen,  "  such  may  have  been  the 
fashion  in  her  time,  but  you  must  agree  with  me  that  there 
never  could  have  been  an  age  when  such  a  pair  of  feet  would 
be  tolerated.  I  don't  dislike  her  dress,  however,  and  I  'm  not 
sure  whether  I  shall  not  bring  it  into  fashion  instead  of  those 
horrid  hoops,  so  embarrassing  on  certain  occasions  to  us  women, 
and  on  others  to  you  men." 
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<«  The  4feiA  is  weU  eiMni|^/'  Mid.  Ssaeji.  <<  ^  m  fo?  fiK^, 
tli9  oiM  ve  bare  JHfti  seen  U  eeflwMy  i^thinig  W  bM^  ^" 


Oh,  P«ro<  what  »  fatal  p^sion 

Bore  «f  wiihiD  ihe  walla  of  Tr9j» 

A  beauiy  of  90  odd  a  fa«bioA  1 
^  If  ihai  oiploil  could  caiuo  ihoe  jojx 

^  ]iPor  pToaoaoo  Isuroughi  ibeo  enl  w^hm 

Tban  eTor  did  Ibe  voodoo  boras 

That  earried  i»  ita  teoHaing  voaib 

Tbo  Grecian  wrath  and  Tr«^D  do0i|^ 

Tbii  benign  criticism  oa  the  apfiearauc^  and  afliiaiiie4 
defects  of  Helen  being  concluded,  tbo  queen  expreased  a  desire 
to  see  the  lovelj  and  unfortunate  liariarane  so  bonourab^ 
mentioned  in  history.  The  enchanter  did  not  wait  to  be  asked 
twice  ;  but  not  thinking  it  proper  to  eToke  a  princess  who  bad 
acknowledged  the  true  God  in  the  same  unceremooious  manBer 
as  be  had  summoned  tbe  Pagan  beauty,  turned  himself  four 
tim6s  to  tbe  £ast,  three  to  the  South,  two  to  the  West,  and 
am  b»  the  North,  and  in  the  most  civil  manner,  in  Hebrew, 
said :  "  Mairiamne,  daughter  of  HLrcan*  appear,  if  jou  please, 
in  the  same  attire  you  were  wont  to  wear  at  the  feasi  o|  the 
Tabernacles.'*  Scarcely  bad  he  fiinsbed  speaking,  wbe^a  the 
consoi*t  of  Herod  appeared,  and  advanced  gravely  to  the  centro 
of  tho;  ^Uery,  where  she  halted  exactly  as  the  first  bad  done. 
Her  dresft,  and  everything  about  her  person,  seeined  to  shed  an 
air  of  distinction  and  nobility  around  her  which  inspired  a  certion 
degrei^  of  respect*  Her  costume  bore  a  olose  resemblanee  to 
that  in  which  the  high  priests  of  the  Jews  is  generally  repre- 
sented, except  that  she  had  no  beard>  and  instead  of  a  tiairaa  im 
tbok  &rm  of  a  ere&cent^  such  as  is  usuaUy  wora  by  the  high 
priests,  a  long  gauj^  veil,  deai^endiing  &onx  her  bead  and 
attached  to  her  girdle^  trailed  a  long  way  behind  her.  After 
remaining  for  some  tunc  before  the  company,^  she  proqeedecl 
onward^  but  without  th^  slightest  miavk  of  defereijicc^  to  the 
proud  EJli^beth.. 

*'  Is  it  possible,*'  said  the  que^Q»  as  soon  as  she  waagone» 
"  that  the  celebrated  Mariamne  could  have  been  such  a  figwe 
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as  ibfti  ?  OonkI  siieM  a  tall,  pale,  moping  d»ll  of  a  tlnsg  haT« 
passed  during  so  many  centnries  for  a  marvel  of  beauty  ?  '* 

<<  I'  faith/'  said  Lord  Essex,  «  bad  I  been  Herod,  the 
deuce  a  bit  would  I  haye  quarrelled  with  sneh  a  wild  sbe-eat  as 
thaty  for  rejecting  mj  caresses." 

<«  WeB,  to  my  eyes,"  said  Sydney,  "  I  confess  there  was  a 
eertain  touching  air  of  languor  about  her,  a  lolliness  of  bearing, 
and  a  something  natural,  and  at  the  same  time  refined,  in  her 
action." 

*'  Pho  I  "  replied  the  other,  **  as  for  her  loliy  bearing  it  was 
sheer  impertinence  ;  the  grace  and  ease  of  manner  which  you 
admire  was  nothing  but  presumption,  and  tome  there  appeared 
insolence  in  the  Tery  contour  of  her  person," 

The  queen  approTed  all  this,  but  principally  condemned  thf) 
poor  princess  for  the  contempt  and  aversion  she  had  shown 
towards  the  person  of  h»  husband,  and  for  her  obstinate 
resistance  to  aU  his  most  tender  entreaties,  adding,  that  H  was 
mighty  well  to  say  that  it  was  because  he  had  eat  th«  throats  of 
all  her  family ;  but  this  could  be  no  reason  fbr  refusing  him 
the  rites  of  Hymen,  even  though  he  had  exacted  them  twenty 
times  a  day;  and  she  conelmded  by  affinning  that,  for  this 
rebellion  to  his  wishes,  Herod  was  perfectly  justified  in  cutting 
off  her  head. 

Hereupon,  Doctor  Faustus,  wishing  to  give  himself  an  air  of 
universal  knowledge,  assured  them  that  it  was  not  on  any  such 
account  Herod  had*  made  away  with  the  chaste  Martamne,  and 
that  it  was  a  mistake  into  which  all  the  historians  had  fallen  ; 
the  true^reason  being,  that  a  certain  Salome,  sister  of  the  king, 
and  accursed  of  God,  had  reported  to  her  brother  that,  being 
near  the  queen  during  a  sacrifice,  she  had  heard  her  praying 
devolztly  that  she  might  be  delivered  from  her  old  cuckold  of  a 
husband.  Whether  or  not  this  anecdote  was  believed,  it 
appeared,  at  any  rate,  to  possess  the  merit  of  novelty. 

Shortly  after  this,  the  queen  commanded  Cleopatra  to  be 
brought  before  her,  and  that  with  as  much  hauteur  as  if  she 
were  summoning  one  of  her  chambermaids. 

Faustms  at  once  complied,  and,  for  the  sake  of  varying  the 
entertainment,  sent  a  little  devil  in  a  post-carriage  with  orders 
to  bring  the  lady  back  with  him.  Perhaps,  mademoiselle,  you 
jnay  be  curious  to  know  in  what  manner  this  courier  was 
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dispatched.  It  was  thus :  He  simply  took  from  his  head  a 
large  fiir  cap,  which,  with  three  strokes  of  his  wand,  he 
changed  into  the  prettiest  white  hack^in  the  world,  he  then 
introduced  one  end  of  his  wand  hetween  its  huttocks,  and 
blowing  through  the  other,  the  hack  was  off  like  a  flash  of 
lightning,  and  in  seven  minutes  returned  with  the  illustrious 
Cleopatra,  who  alighted  at  one  end  of  the  gallery.  The  queen 
had  made  up  her  mind  that  the  apparition  would  repay  her 
curiosity  for  the  disappointment  which  the  vaunted  charms  of 
all  the  others  had  caused  her.  We  shall  see  how  matters 
ftred. 

The  Queen  of  Egypt  had  made  extensive  preparations  for  lier 
Visit,  having  learned  from  her  steed  the  object  of  her  journey, 
and  the  little  effect  produced  by  the  lovely  Helen  and  the 
dnfortunate  Mariamne.  As  soon  as  she  made  her  appearance, 
the  air  of  the  apartment  became  fragrant  with  all  the  perfumes 
of  Araby  the  Blest,  for  she  had  covered  herself  with  scents, 
partly  on  account  of  the  long  time  that  she  had  been  in  the  grave, 
and  partly  that  she  might  go  off  in  good  odour  in  case  her 
face  should  fail  to  give  satisfaction  when  she  was  gone.  Her 
bosom  was  considerably  uncovered,  and  a  clasp  of  rubies  and 
large  diamonds  fastened  up  her  petticoats  high  above  the  left 
knee.  Every  part  of  her  person,  which  was  not  exposed,  was 
very  distinctly  visible  through  the  transparent  gauze  of  which 
her  dress  was  composed*  In  this  light  and  gay  attire  she 
went  through  the  same  ceremony  as  her  predecessors  had 
done  before  her. 

No  sooner  was  her  back  turned  than  they  set  about  pulling 
her  person  and  dress  to  pieces.  The  queen  screamed  like 
a  mad  woman  for  burnt  feaUiers  to  be  put  under  her  nose  to  cure 
her  of  the  vapours  which  this  scent^  mummy  had  given  her. 
She  considered  her  even  less  tolerable  than  the  wife  of  Herod 
or  the  daughter  of  Leda,  and  laughed  heartily  at  her  for 
tucking  up  her  petticoats  a  la  Diane  in  order  to  show  the 
most  villanous  leg  in  the  world,  adding,  that  she  had  better 
have  worn  a  fur  gown  than  such  a  jaunty  summer  dress,  which 
exposed  to  the  view  charms  that  were  meant  to  be  eternally 
hidden. 

"  In  good  sooth,"  said  Lord  Essex,  **  she  hath  a  merry  figure 
to  go  in  such  dishabille.     Tis  true  her  skin  is  white  enough  hf 
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an  Egyptian,  but  *tis  the  priyilege  of  all  sandy  wenches,  among 
whom,  no  doubt,  she  took  the  lead  by  right  of  years." 

Sydney,  who,  in  addition  to  her  other  defects,  thought  she 
had  more  preface  than  postscript,  exclaimed. 

Good  lack,  the  thousand  lies  behold 
That  lying  history  hath  told  ; 
Who  would  believe  that  had  not  seen 
Such  was  the  great  Egyptian  queen, 
For  whom  a  world  was  thrown  away 
By  the  triumvir  on  the  wave. 
That  to  his  rival  Caesar  gave 
Rome  as  the  guerdon  of  the  fray  ? 
Mark  Antony,  thou  hadst  been  wise 
In  seeing  her  to  close  thine  eyes. 
Which,  sooth  to  say,  were  little  worth, 
Empire  and  power  to  sacrifice 
For  this  the  veriest  ape  on  earth. 

■  ''  You  may  call  her  an  ape  as  much  as  you  will,"  said  the 
doctor.  '*  This  is  she  nevertheless  who  held  in  thraldom  the 
hero  who  conquered  the  world ;  and  'tis  this  same  ape  who 
turned  the  head  of  the  other  hero  whose  name  you  have  just 
mentioned.  But,  madam,"  said  he  to  the  queen,  **  since  these 
famous  foreigners  are  not  to  your  taste,  let  us  have  none 
except  from  your  own  dominions.  England,  which  at  all  times 
has  been  able  to  produce  the  most  perfect  beauties,  as  indeed 
we  have  proof  before  us  in  the  person  of  your  majesty,  may 
probably  furnish  u6  with  an  object  worthy  your  attention  in 
the  apparition  of  the  fair  and  hapless  Rosamond.  Your 
Majesty,  who  knows  everything,  cannot  be  ignorant  of  her 
history." 

**  I  have  some  faint  notion  of  it,*'  replied  the  queen,  **  but 
my  important  occupations  have  almost  effaced  it  from  my 
memory,  and  I  should  not  be  sorry  to  have  it  refreshed  by  a 
slight  sketch  of  her  adventures." 

•*  It  is  not  three  days  since,"  said  Sydney,  "  that  I  was 
reading  this  passage  in  the  life  of  Henry  II.,  one  of  your 
most  illustrious  predecessors.  This  great  king  was  endowed 
with  a  most  tender  heart ;  but  on  the  subject  of  constancy  he 
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was  ihe  leMi  flernpnloiis  man  in  the  world ;  nerdrtlieless  ft 
certain  Jane  Shore  had  for  many  years  enjoyed  undistnrbed 
po88e9«on  of  him,  bul  she  eouM  nerer  have  snoceeded  in 
fixing  80  Tolatile  a  disposttion  had  not  the  deyil  had  a  hand 
in  it ;  for  in  those  days  it  was  believed  by  every  body  that  it 
was  purely  by  witchcraft  and  sorcery  that  she  had  made 
herself  loved,  and  was  able  to  retain  her  conqnest.  Faustus  must 
tell  us  what  he  thinks  el  this,  he  who  is  so  well  informed  in  all 
these  innocent  little  chronicles.  Whatever  the  fact  may  have 
been  my  Lady  Jane's  spell  was  broken  in  the  following  manner, 
if  indeed  she  had  ever  east  one. 

''The  king  having  one  day  missed  his  way  while  hunting 
in  a  large  forest,  after  turning  about  and  about  for  some 
time,  found  himself  on  the  banks  of  a  streamlet,  whose  waters 
were  sparkling  and  clear.  Following  its  course  a  little  way, 
he  reached  a  portion  of  the  streamlet  where  its  banks  sud- 
denly widening,  formed  a  kind  of  basin,  set  in  the  midst  of 
fresh  green  turf,  and  overshadowed  by  thick  tufts  of  foliage. 
Spots  of  this  kind  are  generally  the  scene  of  some  adventure, 
and  that  which  befel  him  was  to  find  a  quantity  of  women's 
attire  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  trees,  which  caused  him  to 
alight  from  his  horse  with  some  degree  of  emotion,  and  having 
advanced  a  few  steps  further,  he  beheld  the  individuals  to 
whom  the  articles  of  dress  belonged.  They  were  two  nymphs 
up  to  their  necks  in  the  stream,  and  who,  when  they  beh^  a 
man  apparently  making  straight  for  them,  screamed  oat 
together  most  lustily.  The  countenance  of  the  yoimgest  struck 
him  at  once  with  such  admiration,  that  for  some  time  he 
remained  motionless  and  lost  in  wonder  ;  nor  cbd  he  bestow  a 
glance  on  the  other,  although,  like  a  giddy  thing,  she  had 
jumped  out  of  the  water  and  was  running  towards  them  lor  her 
clothes.  Her  companion,  not  a  whit  less  frightened,  and  quite 
as  much  surprised,  did  not  think  proper,  however,  to  follow  her 
example.  She  was  exceedingly  embarrassed,  and  se^ng  thai 
the  king  was  no  less  so,  she  took  courage  and  said  to  him  that 
as  everything  about  his  appearance  betokened  him  to  he  a 
knight,  she  entreated  him  to  grant  her  a  boon  ;  sneh  being  the 
height  of  good  manners  in  those  days.  Accordingly  the  kmg, 
who  had  already  given  her  his  whole  person,  his  liberty,  his 
heart,  and  his  soul,  swore  that  he  would  refhse  h^  nothing  she 
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B(4f  hi  iot  him  the  henovir  to  dtk  efveii  though  it  weve  to  share 
hi^  thfoue  Ifith  her.  At  these  words  the  fair  one  started,  and 
had  v^Aj  risen  out  of  the  water,  to  make  him  a  cnrtsej ; 
l}titt  ebeeUi^lt  ^>*  ^^t  iinpulse  of  bjaltj  and  respect,  the 
faTonr  she  requeated  of  him  was,  that  he  might  he  pleased  to 
retire  w^iA  A»  was  out  ol  the  water,  and  had  resumed  her  attire. 
Set  eheyed  her  with  ehild-Uke  submission,  although,  on  these 
oeeaaioies,  he  was  generally  adventurous  }  hut  the  poor  king 
vaBi  ahreadj  orer  head  and  ears  in  ksve,  and  this  is  quite  enough 
te  lendef'  the  meet  determined  man  in  the  wwld  as  timid 
and  swhidiseiiTe  as  a,  young  maiden,  when  in  the  presence  ol 
the  beloTe4  ehjeet<  Accordingly  he  did  retire^  hut  not  with 
the  intention  of  keeping  his  word  to  the  letter.  As  soon  as  a 
few  hushea  eonoeaied  him,  he  gave  his  horse  a  smart  lash  with 
hi&  whip,  and  sent  him  gallopping  ahout  the  forest ;  his 
iBAJesty  then  went  down  upon  all  fours,  and  creeping  to  the 
spe*  whence  he  had  eome,  gently  pulled  aside  the  branches 
which  eoneealed  the  stream  from  his  eyes  exactly  at  the  very 
moment  wliea  the  lair  unknown  was  emerging  from  it  without 
the  least  precanlioa,  and  quite  uneonseious  of  the  roguish  trick 
tiiiat  was  being  practised  on  her  by  a  knight  errant,  and  one 
who  was  a  kin/^  into  the  bargain.  Heaven  only  knows  whether 
the  prince,  who  had  fallen  desperately  in  love  at  only  seeing 
the  tip  ef  her  neee,  discovered  wherewithal  to  add  fresh  fuel  to 
the  §re  which  e^isumed  him,  in  the  exhibition  which  now 
presented  itself.  History  informs  us,  however,  that  althoi^h 
be  was  on  all  fours,  he  would  willingly  have  remained  in  the 
same  position  for  three  whole  days  without  eating  or  drinking, 
so  delighted  was  he  with  what  he  saw.  He  was  not  put  to  the 
test,  however ;  the  nymph  proceeded  to  don  her  clothes,  and 
her  new-found  admirer,  after  taking  a  short  turn,  made  his 
appearance.  The  first  thing  he  did  was,  to  throw  himself 
at  hef  feet,  nnd  swear  that  he  adored  her,  without  taking 
the  trevlble  to  inquire  who  she  was.  The  swprise,  respect, 
emotion,  and  blushing  shame  of  the  charming  stranger  at  this 
proceeding,  woul^  Im^vo  made  havoc  with  the  charam  of  any 
other  i  but  hers,  only  became  more  nunterous  and  more  beautiful, 
BO  mneti^  so  that  the  poor  king — " 

'<  I  pray  you,  sir  kmght,''  interrupted  the  queen,  *'  be  brief.'* 
**  As  brief  as  your  majesty  pleases,"  replied  the  knight. 
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**  At  this  moment  the  tramp  of  horses  was  heard  ;  it  was  the 
king*8  people  who  had  been  seeking  him  for  a  long  half  hour,  and 
were  bringing  his  horse  back  by  the  bridle.  He  mounted  him 
again,  after  learning  that  his  new  divinity  was  called  Rosamond, 
and  that  her  father  was  a  haron,  whose  castle  was  situated 
within  fifty  yards  of  the  forest.  He  retraced  his  steps,  plunged 
in  reverie  and  quite  cooled  in  his  affections  toward  his  mistress 
Jane.  She  soon  perceived  a  change,  but  this  gave  him  no 
concern  ;  he  went  out  a  hunting  more  frequently,  and  upon 
every  occasion  returned  with  still  less  affection  for  her  than 
before.  This  awakened  her  suspicions,  and  her  suspicions  set 
about  posting  spies  on  the  king's  path  in  every  direction.  One 
of  these  informed  her  that  the  king  had  been  seen  on  both  his 
knees  before  a  young  person  who  was  as  beautiful  as  an  angel, 
on  the  day  that  he  had  lost  himself  in  the  wood ;  and  that 
ever  since,  when  he  had  gone  out  a  hunting,  this  was  the  game 
he  had  had  in  view.  Upon  this  discovery,  my  Lady  Jane, 
who,  with  all  submission  to  your  majesty,  was  the  most  spiteful 
harridan  in  the  world,  fumed  and  blazed  like  a  fury,  and  fell 
to  abusing  the  king  as  though  he  were  one  of  her  varlets,  and 
as  she  possessed  a  diabolical  ascendancy  over  his  mind,  she 
obliged  him,  by  her  threats  and  riotous  behaviour,  to  carry  off 
poor  Rosamond,  and  shut  her  up  in  an  old  castle  in  the  midst 
of  a  wilderness,  which,  to  this  day,  is  called  Rosamond's 
castle.  It  was  in  this  prison,  that  at  the  end  of  a  few  years, 
the  detestable  Jane  Shore  caused  her  rival  to  be  strangled 
during  the  king's  absence  on  a  voyage  to  France.'' 

*'  A  most  deplorable  end,  indeed,"  said  the  queen. 

''  But  the  saddest  part  of  the  story  is,"  said  the  enchanter, 
''  that  she  was  carried  off  and  died  without  the  king's  having 
an  opportunity  of  bringing  his  adventure,  so  promising  in  the 
commencement,  to  any  more  satisfactory  end." 

The  good  queen,  after  a  slight  shdke  of  her  head  and  a 
smile  of  incredulity,  testified  great  impatience  to  behold  her 
whose  history  had  been  briefiy  related. 

"  There  is  a  secret  sympathy,"  said  Faustus,  *'  in  this  eager- 
ness ;  for,  according  to  tradition  and  certain  ancient  chronicles. 
Fair  Rosamond  had  much  of  your  majesty's  aspect,  and  re- 
sembled you  in  features,  though  of  course  it  was  an  ugly 
likeness." 
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"Let  us  see  her,"  said  the  queen,  ''and  as  soon  as  she 
appears,  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  I  command  jou  to  examine  her 
carefully,  in  order  that  if  we  deem  her  worthy  of  the  trouhle, 
you  may  make  an  exact  description  of  her/' 

When  this  command  had  heen  given,  and  the  doctor  had 
gone  through  certain  little  conjurations,  the  place  where  she  was 
buried  not  being  more  than  thirty  leagues  from  London,  after 
a  short  lapse,  the  fair  one  appeared.  As  soon  as  they  saw 
her  from  the  end  of  the  gallery,  her  fignire  and  appearance 
pleased  them  extremely,  and  when  she  was  near  enough  to 
be  closely  inspected,  the  approbation  of  the  company  was 
evinced  by  a  certain  air  of  pleasure  and  admiration,  which 
animated  all  on  beholding  her ;  and  every  one  appeared  secretly 
to  approve  the  taste  of  Henry  II.,  while  they  execrated  the 
negligence  through  which  her  life  had  been  sacrificed.  The 
doctor  had  bestowed  no  other  dress  on  her  than  what  she  had 
worn  on  quitting  the  bath  ;  it  consisted  of  a  plain  mob  cap,  the 
strings  tied  in  a  bow  over  her  head,  a  morning  gown  of  taffeta, 
and  a  rather  short  petticoat  of  yellow  linen,  simply  embroidered 
with  silk.  Nevertheless^  in  this  attire  she  appeared,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  spectators,  to  eclipse  the  brightness  of  day. 
She  halted  much  longer  before  them  than  the  others  had 
done,  and  as  though  aware  of  the  commands  which  Sydney 
had  received,  she  turned  her  head  twice  or  thrice  towards 
him,  and  gazed  on  him  with  tender  expression.  Any  one 
would  have  thought  that  his  heart  was  melting  within  him,  to 
see  the  piteous  and  woe-begone  figure  he  made.  At  last  she 
was  obliged  to  take  leave  of  the  company,  and  as  soon  as  she 
was  out  of  sight,  the  queen  exclaimed, 

'*  Gracious  heavens  ;  what  a  charming  creature  !  I  never 
saw  any  one  who  pleased  me  so  much.  What  a  shape !  what 
imaffected  dignity  of  manner !  how  brilliant,  and  yet  how  free 
from  artifice  I  And  can  any  one  say  that  I  resemble  her ! 
What  say  you,  my  lord  ?  " 

My  lord  was  at  that  moment  so  wrapt  in  his  own  reflections, 
that  at  first  he  did  not  answer  her  aloud  ;  but  said  aside  to 
himself,  "  Would  to  heaven,  Bess,  my  queen  and  mistress, 
that  thou  didst.  I  would  give  the  best  horse  in  my  stable  wert 
thou  but  an  ugly  likeness  of  her !  "  Then  turning  to  her,  he 
said  aloud,  ''  Reseipble  her !  your  majesty  has  but  to  walk  round 
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the  gftUerj  in  a  loose  morning  gpwi  and  an  ombroid^ed  petti- 
eoat,  and  write  me  down  a  coxcomb  if  the  conjuror  himself 
could  tell  the  difference." 

During  all  these  stale  and  wretched  compliments  wherewith 
the  farourite  was  wont  to  flatter  the  ranitj  of  the  good  queen, 
the  poet  Sydney,  pencil  in  hand,  was  proceeding  with  hia 
likeness  of  the  fair  Rosamond.  As  soon  as  he  had  completed 
the  last  stroke,  he  was  commanded  to  read  it  out,  and  thus  began  t 

Verse,  at  mj  queen's  command  obey, 
And  with  your  brightest  pencil  trace 
The  beauties  of  that  form  and  face, 
Round  which  a  thousand  graces  play ; 
To  praise  such  beauties  sure  belong 
To  Dan  Apollo— God  of  Song, 
No  need  of  fiction  far  the  task  ; 
We  limn  no  shell,  we  paint  no  mask. 
But  with  a  faithM  hand  we  draw 
A  wonder  without  spot  or  flaw. 
That  doth  all  ornament  reject. 
By  nature's  hand  alone  bedeck't. 
In  tracing  it  we  need  alone. 
To  make  the  lovely  portrait  known. 
Employ  truth's  pencil  and  'twill  rise 
A  marrel  to  our  loving  eyes. 

This  is  spoken  like  an  honest  man,  and  one  that  for  a  spinner 
of  verse,  and  scribbler  of  romances,  has  some  conscience.  Thus 
does  he  pursue  in  detail  his  description  of  her  charms  t"^ 

A  multitude  of  witching  charms 
Her  youth  for  love  and  conquest  arms  I 
They  sparkle  in  her  glancing  eye^ 
Upon  her  ruby  lip  they  glow, 
Her  cheeks  the  blushing  roses  dye, 
The  paler  lily  lurks  below, 
And  every  choicer  bud  or  flower 
Yields  her  its  beauty  and  perfume. 
While  on  her  graceful  form  they  showei' 
A  second  world  of  love  and  bloom. 
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Wiihia  hdr  lips  of  coral  red, 

A  range  of  little  pearla  is  spread. 

Happy,  thrice  happjr  he  whom  fate 

Permits  to  touch  them  with  his  own. 

And  after  sighs  interminate 

May  hope  to  make  them  his  alone. 

Her  eye's  seductive  flash  and  fire. 

The  coldest  heart  might  well  inspire. 

On'  which  its  burning  glances  fell. 

She  boasts  of  Hebe's  heavenly  nose. 

Her  robes  her  little  feet  disclose, 

But  hide  the  rest  they  veil  so  well ; 

One  could  but  dream  of  what  lay  hidden. 

Such  fancies  being  not  forbidden. 

In  all  her  figure  as  it  moved, 

A  certain  royal  beauty  shone, 

Royal,  yet  made  to  be  beloved. 

In  short,  fair  Daphne,  charming  maid, 

It  was  yourself  whom  he  poriray'd. 

Or  at  least,  I  could  have  sworn  as  much,  so  exactly  does  the 
description  fit  you,  except  with  respect  to  the  bosom,  which 
the  painter  has  forgotten  ;  and  certainly  if  any  one  should  take 
the  liberty  of  painting  your  portrait,  this  is  not  an  item  he  would 
be  likely  to  suppress.  The  peculiar  form,  the  dazzling  lustre, 
and  particular  position  which  nature  has  bestowed  on  the  little 
which  you  reveal,  would  inspire  one  with  a  number  of  sufficiently 
agreeable  ideas,  whether  for  prose  or  verse,  and  that  without 
using  the  slightest  exaggeration,  in  order  to  render  the  matter 
more  touching.  I  am  not  much  better  satisfied  with  what  he 
says  concerning  the  mouth  of  his  original.  One  would  think  it 
bdonged  to  some  sybil,  so  fearful  is  he  of  touching  it.  He 
certainly  is  right  when  he  says  that  it  is  made  to  match  the 
most  beautiful  teeth  in  the  world,  and  although  this  is  some- 
thing, yet  it  is  not  enough ;  and  could  he  but  have  beheld 
yours  he  would  have  depicted,  in  graceful  verses,  your  fresh 
vermilion  lips  ;  and  he  would  have  said  that  around  those  lips 
heaven  had  grouped  certain  charms,  which  it  has  forgotten 
or  has  not  cared  to  bestow  on  others. 

But  let  us  return  to  our  gallery,  where  a  council  was  bemg 
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held,  as  to  the  apparition  which  was  to  succeed  that  of 
Rosamond.  The  enchanter  was  of  opinion  that  in  future  they 
should  not  go  out  of  England  in  search  of  renowned  beauties, 
and  proposed  the  celebrated  Countess  of  Salisbury^  who  gave 
rise  to  the  Order  of  the  Garter,  in  like  manner  as  a  certain 
Flemish  beauty  had  occasioned  that  of  the  Golden  Fleece. 
The  proposal  was  approved  of,  but  the  queen  insisted,  before 
they  went  any  further,  on  seeing  once  more  her  beloved 
Rosamond.  The  doctor  stoutly  and  sternly  <5ombated  the 
request,  asserting  that  the  thing  was  scarcely  practicable, 
according  to  the  usages  of  conjuration,  and  that,  moreover,  the 
retrogression  of  phaatoms  was  irritating  in  the  extreme  to 
the  powers  subject  to  his  incsmtations.  But  he  argued  in 
vain ;  it  was  imagined  that  he  only  made  all  these  objections 
to  increase  his  value,  and  the  queen  spoke  to  him  in  so 
imperative  a  tone  that  he  was  obliged  to  comply.  He  assured 
her,  however,  that  if  Rosamond  did  return,  it  would  neither 
be  through  the  door  by  which  she  had  entered,  nor  that 
by  which  she  had  departed,  on  her  first  appearance,  and 
warned  every  one  to  take  care  of  himself,  for  he  would  not 
answer  for  the  consequences.  The  queen,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  knew  not  the  sensation  of  fear,  and  our  two  gentlemen- 
in-waiting  were  by  this  time  sufficiently  hardened  to  super- 
natural appearances,  so  that  the  doctor's  words  gave  them 
no  alarm. 

Meanwhile,  he  had  already  commenced  operations.  Never 
had  conjuration  cost  him  so  much  trouble  ;  for,  after  muttering 
a  considerable  time,  and  making  a  number  of  contortions, 
which  were  neither  decent  nor  civil,  he  threw  his  book  on  the 
ground,  and  began  to  hop  round  it  on  one  leg  ;  after  which  he 
stood  with  his  head  down  and  his  legs  up  in  the  air  in  the 
shape  of  a  gibbet ;  but  seeing  that  nothing  came  of  this,  he 
had  recourse  to  his  last  and  most  powerfal  incantation,  which 
was  to  take  three  leaps  backward,  with  the  little  finger  of  the 
right  hand  in  the  left  ear,  and  give  himself  three  slaps  on  the 
buttocks,  crying  out  three  times,  as  loud  as  he  could  shout, 
"Rosamond!  " 

At  the  last  of  these  magical  slaps,  a  sudden  gust  of  wind 
burst  open  a  large  window,  through  which  Rosamond  stept, 
into  the  middle  of  the  gallery,  as  though  she  were  stepping  out 
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of  her  carriage.  The  doctor  was  drowned  iii  pet'spiration ; 
and  while  he  was  wiping  himself^  the  queen,  who  found  her 
incomparably  more  amiable  this  time  than  the  last,  forgot  her 
usual  self-control  in  her  eagerness  to  welcome  her,  and  rushed 
out  of  the  circle  with  open  arms,  exclaiming,  **  Ah !  dearest 
Rosamond  !''  As  soon  as  the  words  had  escaped  her  lips,  a 
yiolent  clap  of  thimder  shook  the  whole  palace  ;  a  thick  black 
vapour  filled  the  gallery,  and  several  little  new-bom  flashes  of 
Hghtning  began  to  dart  about  right  and  left  in  a  zig-zag  course, 
and  made  the  spectators  tremble  with  fright.  When  the 
darkness  was  at  last  gradually  dissipated,  the  magician 
Faustus  was  seen  sprawling  on  the  ground,  foaming  like  a 
wild  boar,  with  his  cap  on  one  side,  his  wand  on  the  other, 
and  his  magical  Alcoran  between  his  legs.  Not  a  person 
present  at  this  adventure  but  brought  away  something  more 
than  his  fright. 

The  flashes  of  lightning  became  more  frequent  and  vivid, 
and  one  of  them  carried  off  Lord  Essex's  right  eye-brow,  and 
Sydney's  left  moustache.  Whether  the  queen  lost  anything  is 
not  known,  but  the  memoirs  inform  us  that  her  frill-collar  smelt 
so  terribly  of  tinder,  and  the  lower  part  of  her  hoop-dress  of 
sulphur,  that  it  was  impossible  to  approach  her.  As  you  may 
imagine,  charming  Daphne,  after  experiencing  such  a  rout,  our 
inquisitive  friends  put  off  their  desire  to  behold  the  Countess  of 
Essex  to  another  day  ;  and,  indeed,  in  the  memoirs  of  Sydney, 
the  subject  is  never  mentioned  again.*  For  my  own  part  I 
hope  that  this  long  rhapsody  wiU  have  so  wearied  you,  that 
you  will  never  again  take  it  into  your  head  to  invite  me  to 
discredit  myself  by  a  return  to  this  kind  of  writing : 

Thus  in  our  woods  a  shepherd  sung, 
As  on  the  grass  his  form  he  flung 
Beside  a  stream  that  rippled  fast. 
The  flowery  banks  and  meadows  past. 

Absorb 'd  in  deepest  reveries. 
To  life's  dull  facts  new  phases  giving. 
And  in  his  idle  music  weaving 

Dreams  with  mere  realities. 

o  o 
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But  now  the  song  which  once  was  heard. 
Gay  as  some  glad  and  warl^ng  hird. 

When  first  he  loved  to  sing, 
Has  tamed  its  voice  and  checked  its  tongue. 
As  hirds  that  have  in  summer  sung. 

In  winter  take  the  wing. 
Alas  !  the  spell  is  gone  for  ever. 
Farewell  banks  of  happy  river. 
Where  oft  to  your  melodious  flow 
I  piped  my  mirth  and  sung  my  woe^ 
Again,  I  say,  farewell  for  ever. 
Farewell  banks  of  happy  river. 


THE   END. 
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